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CONFIDENTIAL. 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART 50.—JANUARY TO MARCH 1944. 


CHAPTER I.—AFGHANISTAN. 


(E 951/951 /97) No. 1 
Mr. Squire to Mr. Eden—(Receieed 11th February.) 


(No. 9, Confidential) 
Sir, Kabul, 2th January, 1044 

WITH reference to Viscount Halifax's circular despatch, dated the 
4th November, 1939, I have the honour to forward as an enclosure to this despatch 
4 political review of Afghanistan during the year 1943, 

2 I am sending a copy of this despatch, with enclosure, to the § 
Of State for India, to the Government of India, the Goverament of the 
West Frontier Province, the Baluchistan Administration, and to His Majesty's 
Consuls, Jalalabad and Kandahar. 

T have, & 
G. F. SQUIRE, 


Englosure in No. 1 


Political Review for 1943. 


THE year 1942 left the Afghan Government in a state of perplexity. 
Reports had it that they, or at least the younger members of the Government, 
had been making overtures to our enemies as a reinsurance against an Axis 
Victory which seemed not impossible, ‘The closing months of the year, however, 
brought the defeat of Rommel in Libya and the German disaster at Stalingrad 
With the probability forecast for 1943 by Sir Francis Wylie ‘' that the Afghan 
Government would resume their rile of careful if somewhat nervous spectators 
of events” And they needed to be watchful, for our enemies were busy 
intriguing to cause us and our Russian Allies embarrassment on our frontiers 
4s soon as the psychological moment should ai We know now that intrigues 
Against Russia were in the hands of the German Legation while those being 
sarried on on the Indian border were mainly the responsibility of the Italians. 
‘The German intrigues involved an attempt to use certain refugees from Bukhara 
to stir up trouble in Soviet Turkestan. ‘The conspiracy was, however, discovered 
‘early April by the Afghan Government and was broken up ly numerous arrests 
At the same time, the Italian Legation was sending considerable sums of money 


to the Fagir of Ipi in order to encourage him to create trouble for us on the 
Indian frontier. As it was felt that these conspiracies were not being handled 
Sufficiently firmly by the Afghan Government in spite of their knowledge of 
what was going on, it was decided that the British Legation, in conjunction with 
the Soviet Embassy, should make a joint démarche demanding the arrest of 
certain individuals and inter alia the gradual reduction in the personnel of the 
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offending legations. ‘These demands were made at the end of May and accepted, 
though with a very bad grace, by the Afghan Goverument. It was not, however, 


until the end of October that they were complied with sulficiently to enable the 
ease to be considered closed. 


2, Meanwhile, the German offensive against the 
progress. ‘The Axis had been driven out of North Africa and Sicil 
in October Italy collapsed. By this time it was clear th: 
chance of winning the war. Th 


‘aucasus had made no 
aad ear 


the Axis had lost all 
Ttalian Government became co-belligerent with 
the Allies and the Italian Legation in Kabul was directed by the Badoglio 
Government to give,us any information regarding its former activities which 
wo might require. ‘These revelations threw much light on the Axis intrigues 
and it is interesting to compare the statement:made by the Prime Minister to 
ir Francis Wylie at an interview on the 18th February (Kabul Express Letter 
No, C-22/41 of the 20th February, 1943) with the infor 
Italian Minister. ‘The Prime Minister had y 
had done his level best to discourage unti-British movements of evers 
the frontier: as soon as he detected any Afghan intriguing against Britain he 
had put him straight into jail. He had, at the present moment, practically 
every single dual who might be of the slightest danger to us in safe custody. 
‘Tho Axis Ministers, even though they might have diplomatic privilege, were in 
little better shape,""” Signor Quaroni has stated thats despite his best elforts, he 
failed to achieve anything on account of the consistent and determined oppositi 
of the Prime Minister, that whenever be had, with difficulty, established contact 
with the Fagir of Ipi his links had been arrested and his eflorts frustrated. His 
‘one success had been the despatch of his secretary, 
the Fagir of Tpi in Juno 164 
fongiven him. 
But the certainty that the United Nations would now wi 
brought. fresh anxiety to the Afghan Government. What would be the fate of 
Afghanistan in the post-war world with a victorions Russia on her northern 
border and a Britain, friendly with Russia, to the wuth. Already on the banks 
of the Oxua River there were signs of increased Russian activities What did 
this portend Tt was too much to hope that Britain Was 
there any chance of America doing so? 
cultivating; but as the United States and Gr 
Afghanistan to be working in the closest harmony a policy of playing olf one 
country against the other was unlikely to succeed and a policy of cultivating 
them both equally seemed to be the most likely to produce sgood results, The 
Tehran Conference of December, with its Three-Power guarantee of the integrity 
of Persia, was a good augury and showed clearly that this policy. wan right, 
and the year ended on a rising note of confidence in the future 
4.1943 has, in fuet, brought about in Afghanistan, in its own small way, 
as complete a change as has come over the face of the’ world war. The yeor 
began in doubt and anxiety with reports of flirtations with the Axis and of the 
supply to them of information on a small scale, as a reinsurance against their 
possible victory, Protestations of friendship for Britain were, indeed, ma 


hut there was a marked unwillingness to give any concrete evidence of trust, 
Gradually, however, with the inet 

fears were din 

friendship in ‘ 


r Anzilotti, to interview 
12, an escapade for which the Prime Minister had 


the war 


‘en wax worth 
in seemed especially in 


h the Afzhan Government 
nigh as the wool will, in fact, replace 
a jovernment were ‘previously w 

an obligation to suy soil edhe bein 


in fact, in all its relatio H 
Britain has the Aj ‘so forthcoming. in Great 


settled before relations between His 
i be placed upon a basis of real friend 
ese must, for the most part, await the end of the 


3 


can be 
war. ‘There is a long road to be travelled before the Afghan people can 
brought to share ‘the, friendly sentiments of their Government. But the Govern- 
ment tealise their obligations in the matter and are believed, as a beginning, to 
be now taking one of the most exential steps which is to free their educational 
curriculum from any undue anti-British bias, In the interests of neutrality 
4nd in order to prevent Afghans from being drawn into either belligoret camp, 
fevere restrictions have been placed on their contacts with foreign legations 
which may be visited by only a very limited number of senior officials. if 
British Legation has sufered with the rest and the legation hospital is Fa 
outof-bounds to Afghan subjects. ‘The treatment of deserters from the Indian 
Army and of Indian prisoners in Afghan jails is still far from satisfactory, 
though the Afghan attitude to this troublesome question is showing a slg 
improvement and discussions are still continuing. The two British Consu lates 
jn Kandahar and Jalalabad sofler from the same restrictions that, have been 
the rule with foreign legations in Kabul. But in both places conditions, as 
Fesult of the war situation, bave been reported to be much improved. 
6. Afghan relations with foreign Powers show further developments during 
the year. The first Afghan Minister to Washington was appointed in Febroary 
wed, instructions to arrange for th neti 
Of Ameren tduiciens, especally engineers, for the exploitation of 
Fesources, and for the extension generally 
nf 
and 
‘endship between the two countries, the 
d-Kabul and the establishment of a 
‘Turkey have always been 
always. watched 
In 142 we a 
sia might possibly collapse the Afghan Government despatche 
PM ‘Abul Ahad Khas ww, 5) as a special representative to Angora, prolabiy 
ax an additional observer of events and possibly to nogotinte with the 
c they succeed in breaking through the Russian 00 
oem tee 1943 when a Germait advance into the Middle East seemed 
meee Kabat relations with the Axis Missions have remained correct but not 
too cordial. ‘The Afghans dislike the Italian Minister and were highly incensed 
At the discovery of the Axis intrigues to which I have already referred. As a 
result of these intrigues and of our subsequent démarche, three a ne » 
German Legation have already been repatriated and a fourth is under or ate 
0, as is also Signor Anziltti of the Italian Legation. ‘The Japanese have been 
nore careful and appear to be confining their activities, which are considerable, 
to the collection of information, but there is litte doubt that the Afghan Govern 
ment are fully aware of what is going on and are keeping a very close watch on 
their doings. Four Japanese engineers who were undoubtedly engaged = 
espionage were also returned, at our request, to their own country, their contracts 
a E for he tree Aa Lato tebe he a alot compete 
change in the heads of foreign missions in Afghanistan, and Mt. Engert, the 
rican Minister, is the only one who has remained throughout the year. His 
enthusiasm for Anglo-American collaboration has been of the greatest help to 
us. M. Koprutu, the Turkish Ambassador and doyen of the Diplomatio Corps, 
Jeft Kabul in August on leave and has not yet returned. Tt isa pity that Turkish 
Tepresentatives in this country are at the moment of such inferior quality, The 
Soviet Ambassador left at the end of July and it is not known when his sticcessor, 
M. Bakulin, will arrive. The Persian Embassy was for the first half of the year 
in charge of M. Ghadinni as chargé d'affaires, and M. Najm, the new Ambassidor, 
only arrived at the same time as myself at the end of July. General Khalid 
Al Zahawi took up his appointment as Lragi Minister in Jannary and M. Fouad 
Bey as Minister for Egypt in March. They have all been consistently friendly. 
M. Chataigneau, the French Minister, departed in January leaving M. poms 
incharge. M. Cassin in turn left for Beirut in May and the French Archmological 
Mission under M. Ghirshman was closed in September. It must be admitted that 
Kabul is a more peaceful place since the departure of the Fighting French 
{There have been few changes in the Government itself during the year. 
In Jarmary Muhammad Nauroz Khan was brought back from Tehran, where he 
was Ambassador, and appointed Minister of the Interior, probably in order to 
relieve the Prime Minister of work. In spite of a somewhat unprepossessing 
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ppearance the new Minister is reported to have som 
pearance the inister isn e ability for office w 
(Abol Majid Khan CH W, 79), Minister of National Eepoouy, iy sul alseed 
ough h om Berlin to Switzerland. His Ministry is u orary 
charge of Sirdar Mohaomed Naim Khan, Deputy Prime Minister and Monistcr 
° ication, who i rently being trained to become Prime Minister 
spares Jn sucssion to 5 tnele, In pursuance of this policy Muhanad Nau 
carri important and extensive tour of the country during 
autumn. But his tour was cut short by the sudd. o Poo Astaes 
in November, which for a time pei = ertorant oie rotten Lie ek 
No 5 acute anxiety. Fortunately the Prim 
Mis rome om aro to recovery, and though until the eal of (bextesiired 
jad aot loft his 0 ministration of the country does not appear to have 
10, "Internal peace has on the whole bee 
in We ole been well maintained. 

a intrigues with the Fagir of Ip, the Indian front bas rematnen cecal 
i he Afghan Government sought to secure themsel i 
rom Ipi by maintaining friendly relations with b page te come 
with bis activities on the British side of the border “Thos ooo mterterence 
tribal quarrels in the Southern, Province which the Athan Gewese a 

In the autumn there was 
a hich are Zapally 0 safe. Stern action was 
ecessf] urity, and the close of t 0 
Yahya Khel at least as tiemly in control of the country as eee hehe ee 


Amanullah party seem to be losing what little importance they ever had, at 
A hs ha m y oN 


incompatible with those set an foot 
to have done his ca hat oth 
in the absence of a 

tribal disturbances 


filed to control, but. these had only local signifi 

a spate of robberies on the roads which sea 

successful in restoring security, 
4 


thanks largely 
nent of India in maintaining 
d surprisingly stable, and the 
les in to some extent of 

rain as a result of a bumper harvest. "On the whole tye 

congratulate themselves on having safely: weathered 


is precarious and that of 
Nor are 


are too 
power 
affection of 


Majesty's Gover 
of essential sy 
condition lea 
le i inces. The end of the 
lity of the border tribes, causing 
have still to maintain a 
nistan, while eer 
stability and ordered aoe 





CHAPTER II.—IRAQ. 


[E 519/37/98) ies 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden—(Received 24th January.) 
(No. 20) 
Sir, Bagdad, 18th Janwary, 1944. 

L HAVE the honour to submit, with reference to my despatch No. 401 of the 
12th November, 1943, an account of the chief events that have taken place in Traq 
during the last'two months. 

2. The Regent returned on the 12th December from h isi 

ited Kingdom. His Royal Highness was delighted with the kindly welcome 
Which he received everywhere he went, and especially pleased with t 
friendship shown to him by the King and Queen while he was Their Majesties’ 
guest at Buckingham Palace, On his arrival in Bagdad he was given a very hearty 
Feception by the people of the capital, who thronged both sides of the streets 
through which he drove from the airport to the palace in company with the young 
King and the Amir Said, 

‘3. ‘The extraordinary session of Parliament which began on the 9th October 
was prorogued on the 30th November and the ordinary session for 1943/44 was 
‘opened by the Acting Regent on the Ist December, have already reported by 
telegrain the chief points of the unusually long speech from the throue, and need 
ot recapitulate them here. The ambitious programme of administrative activity 
which it contained was well received in the press and by the public, though the 
lnttor, with some reason, are reported to haye voiced doubts whether any consider- 
able portion of the programme would, in fact, be carried out, The promises of a 
new electoral law and of encouragement for the setting up of responsible political 
parties aroused especial interest. The young men of the Left wing were pleased 
with the prospect of greater scope for political ability and have hopes of stronger 

ion when the next elections are held. 
the arrest of the Lebanese President, Prime Minister and Cabinet on 


reaction in I i i] 
liberties of the Lebanese State and despised it ax an exhibition of clumsy brutality 
by a nation which, with its own country still occupied by an enemy army, is in 
their view little fitted to lord it over others. ‘There was at once a demand for 
action to support the Lebanese Government. ‘The Senate and the Chamber held 
special meetings on the 13th November, at which resolutions were passed and com- 
municated to all the Allied and neutral Governments, protesting against the 
Ruspension of the Lebanese Constitution and the arrest of the President. and 
members of the Government. At the saine time the newspapers called upon the 
Allied Governments to interyene to compel the French National Committee to 
respect the pledges given to Syria and the Lebanon and to uphold the principles 
of the Atlantic Charter. The Acting Regent also made formal protests to myself 
‘and the United States Chargé d' Affaires. 

5. The release and reinstatement of the President, the freeing of the arrested 
Cabinet Ministers on the 2nd November and their subsequent. resumption of 
office brought tension to an end, bat profound mistrust of French motives and 
methods remains. What is known of the part played by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment and what is guessed of what went on behind the scenes has generally 
redounded to the credit of Britain, but there are always a few people who are too 
clever to accept the obvious and who have ascribed a variety of Machiavellian 
motives ta our policy during the Lebanese crisis, 

6. The Iraqi Government were wise enough to restrain, rather than excite, 
public opinion. Demonstrations were prohibited and the exuberance of the press 
thecked, but both the Government and thinking people have found in the Lebanese 
‘struggle with the French new and cogent reasons for closer political co-operation 
among the Arab States. 

7. The Colonial Secretary's statement on the 10th Noyember, that the 31,000 
Jewish immigranta who could legally enter Palestine before the end of March 
1944 will be allowed to enter after the expiry of the time-limit, was received 
in Iraq without adverse comment. I must emphasise that the reactions here, in 
Egypt and elsewhere to the Lebanese crisis illustrate clearly what is to be expected 
ona far graver scale if or when trouble starts in Palestin 
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8. Soon after the Regent’s return from his visit to the U i 

3 " is Visit to the United Kingdom the 
Prime Minister tool up with His Royal Highness the question of eee i 
Cabin iscussions continued for some time, but the many permntati 
and combinations that were considered had only ephemeral interest and need no 


permanent record, The new Cabinet was eventually forme 26th Deces 
With the following memberss—- iaally forte os a RS Dee 


Prime Minister and Acting Minister of Defens Nuri Ss 
Deputy Prime Minister : Taufiq Suwaidi rae cenit 
Foreign Affairs: Mahmud Subhi al Daftari, 

Interior : Umar Nadhmi. 

Finance: Ali Mumta: 

nee Ahmad Mukhtar Baban. 

Communications and Works: Sadiq al Bassa 

Taucation Abdul Miah Hadi | Das™ 

Economics > Salman al Barrak. 

Social Affairs: Muhammad Hassan Kubbi 

Minister without Portfolio: Majid Mustafa 


9, ‘The novel features of the new Cabinet, made possible b 
ment to the Organic Law, are the inclusion of a ap pen No the rece mo 
Minister without Portfolio. I think Nuri Pasha chose Taufiq Suwaidi in the 
hope that he would relieve him of a lot of parliamentary work, but I fear that 
aug will prove to be an ugensyenleague and T shall be surprise if he doesnot, 
before long. try to aqueese Nuri out. There are ‘others, too, in the Cabinet who 
would be willing to take part in an intrigue of this kind. Majid Mustafa is a 
genuine Kurd and has the special task of appeasing the Kurdish areas and redres: 
ting their administrative grievances. Most of the other members have been chosen 
for their former experience, or for their skill in debate, while Mobammad Tassan 
Kubba isu new reeruit to fll the ual Shiah quota of three Ministers. He haa 
Won i good reputation as a judge, No progresive men have bees introdnced and 
sn whole the Cabinet represents the old ruling class of eatablished fam 


than any of the new elements now knocking at the door of public life. 


of Salman al Barrak to the Cabinet left the office of President of the Cl 
vacant. Tt was filled a fow days Inter when a large Sasiority of the ‘Deputies 
voted for the Shiah Deputy, Saiyid Ridha Shababi, Only a few days after the 
new Cabinnt had toon got together the Prime Minister told me that the Regent 
had boon criti fs tetnbers, His Royal Highness was in particular dissatis- 
fied with the inclusion of Taufiq Suwadi, Ali Mumtaz and to a lesser extent 
Muhammad Hassan Kubba, In reply Nuri Pasha had, he said, suggested that it 
was only fair to give the new Ministers a chance until, say, the end of March when, 
it Biker ness was not satisfied, the Cabinet could resign, He had, how- 
ever, we ent to be sure that a better Cabinet o e formed befe 
Boke aa ie exit ng combination, titer Cabinet could be formed before he 
1 public reception given to the new Cabinet wn: 
the reasons for its immediate npopularity are not eusy to ane 
hardly distinguishable from innumerable earlier Cabinets and its promise, if to 
better, is no worse than the averuge of its predecessors. I am lefv to suppose that 
political enlightenment is spreading and that the Lraqi public are es emch 
Pore exacting testa to their Cabinets thas wete cistomary in'the patt hs in 
some ways is all to the good, but I fear that they will find it difficult to discover 
& boy of Ministers who will come up to these new standards. 
n Parliament, too, the Cabinet have had to face much criti 
assault was launched during the debate on the reply to the Speech from the Throws 
which opened on the 3rd January and ended on the 6th January. In the Chamber 
Witter personal attacks were made on members of the Cabinet and every point of the 
Speech from the Throne was hotly discused. Tn the Senate the constitutional 
legality of the appointment of a Deputy Prime Minister was the chief bone of 
contention, but there also many members found the opportunity convenient to 
iaouot their own particular hobby-horses and tilt at the Government, It is too 
early yot to assess what, if any, serions damage the Cabinet hav 
these dnslanghts, but with the Regent ill-disposed towards iis ana deserted 
opponents in both Houses of Parliament the immediate ontlook for the Adminis 
tration is not bright, The continued indisposition of the Prime Minister is an 
additional handicap, He left for sanatoriam treatment at Haifa on th 
ith January and in his absence Tanfig Suwaid, who has none of Nuri’s personal 
popnlarity, will probably find his position as head of the Government anything but, 
Eady. Tn Conversation with the Regent and other local personalities T have ‘urged 
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that the country needs more than anything a period of political stability enabling 
Ministers to grasp the work of their departments and so get down to constructive 
‘action on the many problems awaiting attention, While His Royal Highness has 
Feluctantly agreed to give the present Cabinet a trial, I fear it will be many years 
Feeney treet hale aoquite sufficient public spirit to place country before self 

Tp. Three new Senators were appointed on the 30th December, Muhammad 
‘Amin Zaki, the veteran Kurdish politician, who has frequently held a Cabinet 
position; Muhammad Saihud, a wealthy tribal leader of Kut; and Abdul Razzaq 
al Mir, a notable of Basra. 

15. In my despatch No, 397 of November 1043, I reported the frank talk that 
Thad had with the Prime Minister about the deplorable decline in the administra- 
tion of the country. Since then I have lost no opportunity of impressing upon 
his Excellency and other Iraqi personalities the urgent need ‘of improving this 
a ee late The necessity for remedial measures with outside help is now 
widely accepted, but Nuri Pasha has been confronted, when considering bringing 
about reforms through the employment of British officers in the administrative 
inspectorate, by the very real difficulty of finding suitable men, - ‘To overcome this 
obstacle I proposed in’ early that the existing political advisory staff 
Created in/1941 might carry out in addition to its ordinary duties those of 
Giiministrative inspection under the Ministry of the Interior for a provisional 
period of six months. ‘The Cabinet are now studying this offer. 

14. The Edmonds Committee on internees finished their work early in 
December, ‘Their recommendations were adopted and on the Gth December, two 
days before the xreat festival of “Id al Adha, it wns officially announced that 
fifty-one men bad been released from the interament camp at Amara. T should 
pumas ‘tion here that the publicity attending the release from prison in the 

tre Cingdom of the Moseley couple will not make it easier for me to resist the 
importunities of local politicians who would like to open the gates of Amara 

15. Lam pleased to be able to report that on thir ocasion no untoward 
incidents attended the committee's work and no attempt was made by any highly 
placed persons to inflnence the committee's recommendations 

Toe During November the Prime Minister discussed with me the question 
of the return to Iraq of the Iraqi internces now in Southern Rhodesia, ‘The 
tipahot of our talks was that the Iraqi Government formally renewed their request 
fee the surrender of all of these internees and gave me a written assurance that 
(peat not tried and sentenced for their offences would be interned again in Traq 
The Prime Minister also confirmed to me orally that all his colleagues agreed to 
this policy. When the Cabinet was changed at the end of Deceinber the Prime 
Miniter again obtained the agreement of all the Ministers to the resolution 
adopted by their predecessors concerning these men. 

17. For nearly a month after the fighting that ended on the 11th November 
there were no further engagements with the tribesmen in the Barzan area. | The 
Traqi army detachmenta remained in their camps and the tribesinen took no 
Fadl te antion, On the 7th December, however, a strong tribal foreo opened an 
coer on a police post at Shaitana, situated about 3 miles off the Ruwandur 
Monzasur road, just to the north of Mazna. The post surrendered after holding 
Menfar anly thie days, though the garrison had suffered no casualties, ‘The 
tubesnen are reported to have obtained twenty-three rifles, one Tight automatic 
tid 10,000 rounds of small-arms ammunition from this post 

se yn the Sth December a small body of about ten to twelve policemen under 
an inepectar was ambushed while moving from Sideks police post to Divana Most 
‘Of them were killed after a spirited fight and about two days later the Barzani 
oe eenen began an attack on Kani Rash, the nahiyab headquarters of the 

Turalost nahiyab. About the same time sporadic attacks were started on the 
Iraqi Army camp at Mergasur. 

To dn the meanwhile, the Assyrians who make up the bulk of the 
inhabitants of the village of Divana, situated near Ruwanduz, bad become anxious 
iar their safety, and on the 10th December it was arranged in agreement with the 
Prime Minister, the Air Officer Commanding and General Headquarters, Persia/ 
Tram Force, that the Area Liaison Officer at Arbil should proceed to Diyana with 
Head Royal Air Force armoured cars to give them confidence, A week later a small 
roar consisting of four more Royal Air Forcearmoured cars, companiyof British- 
Tadian infantry, one mortar platcon and one Bren-carrier platoon was sent up to 
Mrotide protedion for both Diyana. and the neighbouring village of Balikian. 

see Pa of these troops had an immediately steadying effect, and they were 
‘welcomed by the inhabitants. 


aes] a4 
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20, On the 14th December the Prime Minister. anxious to ili 
Perfiaded Shaikh Ahmad Barzan (brother of Mulla Mustafa) to Spear 
Nat nessage informing Molla Mustafa that if he would leave the area of 

font tua go elsewhere to live quietly until next spring, he would then be 
pardoned and permitted to return to live in his own villages, "The reply received 

Paentt ree me Metra Reedy Male a Mulla Mustafa's recent 
our authority to send him a warning that the situation an the Beran wea eet 
Pecoing an embarrassment tothe wa s Majesty's Gorcrmactt fet 
hat if he. continu ies, they would be obliged to 
consider hi rdingly.” T received a reply on 

y h sfeudiness a ll times to obey the Britich 
is fecticn in eloquent terms, he we 
on tore Brievances and to appeal t0 me to instruct" the Traql Govern, 
pardon him and to release the other Barzan Chieftains and their folle 

now detained at Hilla. Tf this were done he pledged himself to keep the teat 
$id maintain order. ‘The composition of his letter was involved. but ft weatcleae 
Fenty Mustafa sought to be left in undisturbed control of the Barzan tribal aree 
or the present L have thought it hest not to continue the correspondence, but ig 
foetal which T had with Majid Mostafa, the new Kurdish Minister without 
*ortfolio, on Ist December, T explained Mulla Mustafa’ e 
discussed at length the chiet aspects of the tribal duaation fre Nan ar iad 
Tiagita indicated that his first aim would be to try to conclude an agreement 
a Broad yl Sane a mt ot trom Bagdad on the Ist January with 

of going to Arbil to study the situation and to ot i d 

many Kurdish iets who are personal friends and ne to ks soy euler 
with Mulla Mustafa. On the Sth January the officor commanding at Morant 

eported the receipt of a letter, in which Mulla Mustafa had aascteee Moe Md 

withdraw his men from the vicinity of Kani Rash and Mergasur, and eonlay. 

Pleawed to meet Majid Mustafn at the Tater pace, pa thaatena Rena at 

21. Colonel Bayliss (formerly of the Middle East Supply Centre) w: 


appointed Economic Adviser to the High Supply Council and Director-General 


Imports on the 22nd November with a staff of five allcers, ench o 
charge of a section of the reorganised Directorate General of te Ca 
title of Controller and with exeoutive powers. At the instiantie of Coie 
Bayliss woveral now committees have been ostablishe tuding 4 Price Ci 
Committee and a Traders Co-ordination Committee, Colonel Bavitae faa 
man in each cnse, ‘The second committes Foflects the policy of the new dirseteerte 
to keop in clone food with matehants, and to is rnd channels ax far as possible 
ibutio ormation of a Joint Anglo-American-Traqi Cone 
for the Co-ordination of Importing Supplies ts nndeeer Si erat 
shortly be approved by the Gover ‘some opposition. 
commnittes would, of comeve, fac As the erocning: 
imported Prods. 
nistey of Supply, in which 
over several Ministries ‘willbe 
ce Colonel Bayliss’s a) 
pest set out chronologically > 
y of Finance published a notification 
and retail dealers in cotton and wollen 
ir stocks, and ordering 
il farther notice. 
tea and coffee. 
y the Price Control 


certain steel building ma 
bulbs. Explay 
Tan 


were being taken 
i He retailers who refused 
24. AL the same time the Ministry of Finan. i 
the ice put out notifications « 
all commercial imports, whether by land or sca (other than those of ae Oi 
ompanies holding concessions from the Iraqi Goverment) to licences soy 
making it in addition necessary to obtain from the Director-General of Imports ¢ 


special permit for the release from Customs of all imported goods. The intention 
is to issue permits only when the Director-General is satisfied that the goods in 
question will be distributed at reasonable prices 

25 Tea and coffee were rationed with effect from the Ist January, the 
allowance being a monthly total of 90 grammes of both with a maximim of 
60 grammes of tea for each member of a town family and 70 grammes a month for 
each member of a family living in the country with a maximum of 40 grammes of 
tea. It is too early yet to assess the efficacy of the écheme, but the first reaction of 
the public has been severe criticism of the small ration and the difficulty of 
securing rationed supplies immediately 

26. ‘The general effect of these measures was, firstly to cause a large number 
of retailers to hide their stocks of controlled price goods, and secondly to bring 
about « run on those shops where the fixed prices were decently observed, In a 
few days tea, coffee and cloth of the controlled varieties were unobtainable in the 
bazaars of most towns and dealing was soon restricted to the black market where 
the prices rose rapidly. ‘This state of affairs will, it may be hoped, be relieved #0 
soou as arrangements are made for the proper distribution and sale of exiat 
wholesale stocks which at present remain frozen, The most difficult problem will 
te equitable and efficient distribution expecially in the provinces owing to the 
deterioration in the administrative machine mentioned in paragraph 18 above anid 
the Inck of experienced and honest supply officials, Despite directives to 
Motamrrifs-and explanatory statements in the press, there is inevitably much 
confusion over the rationing schemes, and it is being demonstrated once again 
that a scheme which is logical and carefully worked out on paper encounters many 

itfalls and much obstruction in application in this country. Nevertheloss 
Colouiel Bayliss and his staff are tackling their difficult task with great en 

resource, so much so that their pace is at times proving too fast for 

tempo, It is, of course, highly important that they should be successful 

have to all intents and purposes imposed them on the Iraqis, and any 

their part will reflect on British prestige here, Partly for this reason Tam 
particularly glad to see that assistanice is likely to be forthcoming over supplies 
of textiles from the United Kingdom and the United States to supplement the 
depleted local stocks and to facilitate the proposed rationing scheme. For the 
rest, neither I nor my staff have hesitated to advise Colonel Bayliss of the danger 
‘of “blitz” tactics in matters of this complexity and have at all times urged him to 
cultivate the assistance of the British advisers, the political advisory staff and 
other co-operative elements. 

27. there is now more transport available for the movement of grain in the 

northern areas, On the Kurkuk-Sulaimani line progress has however been slow, 
largely owing to inadequate co-ordination between the supply and transport 
departments. Remedies are being applied, but it is to be feared that the ayail- 
able supplies of grain in these northern villages of the Sulaimani Liwa is far from 
sufficient for food and winter sowings, 

28. The purchases of barley by the United Kingdom Commercial Cotpora- 
tion and their agents at the end of November, amounted to about 183,000 tons, and 
bo further purchases have since been made pending conclasion of negotiations 
with one of the agents regarding additional purchases. At present, therefore, 
there is a balance of only 17,000 tons to make up the first target of 200,000 tons. 
Negotiations are proceeding on the assumption that substantial quantities can be 
tought at considerably lower prices than the present price of 1.1). 20/500 per ton, 
Opinion is conflicting on this point. If, however, the time factor is disregarded 
and supply requirements permit the U-K-C-C. and/or the grain firms to play a 
waiting game it seems to be generally agreed that more barley could be secured 
at lower but not drastically reduced, prices, 

‘29. " An official delegation representing the Syrian Government arrived in 
Bagdad on the 20th December. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Janil Mardam, 
led the delegation; the members were Abdul Rahman K: Minister of Justice, 
Adnam Atassi, chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Syrian Chamber, 
‘Ali Haidar al Rikabi, secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Afiairs, After a 
week's stay, during which they were the guests of honour at a large number of 
official and private functions, the delegation left Bagdad on the 7th January by 
rail to return home via Mosul and Aleppo. 

30. According to Nuri Pasha his discussions with Jamil Mardam on Arab 
unity resulted in agreement between the two Premiers to work for the realisation 
of the Arab League envisaged in Nuri Pasha’s letter to Mr. Casey last summer. 
I myself very much doubt, however, whether the Syrian Government are yet ready 
to go anything like so far towards federation as is contemplated in that document, 
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31, Mr. Loy W. Henderson presented his credentials as Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States on the 20th November. He is the first American 
Minister of this rank accredited to the Iraqi Government. His predecessors were 
only Ministers Resident. Relations with the American Legation continue to be 
most friendly and helpfal 
82. Christmas provided numberless Iraqis with a new opportunity to 
express their good will towards their British Ally. Many subscribed handsomely 
to the fund which my wife and I opened to provide presents for the sailors, 
soldiers, airmen and merchant navy seamen in this command, bundreds sent 
telegrams and cards of greeting and good wishes to myself and members of my 
staff and official friendship was symbolised by a huge party given by the Prime 
Minister and the Iraqi an hundred British soldiers at the Town 
Hall, Bagdad, Addressing his Minister said ‘This happy 
gathering will I treat be a symbol of tho unity and mutual understanding of eur 
peoples which will endure long after this war has been brougl end. The 
d the Queen- 
Ark, one of 


ion in this country at the 
beginning of 1 T do not donbt that Anglophobia 
is now ata heavy discount in educated circles, it may perhaps be wise to temper 
our satisfaction over this gratifying state of affairs by not forgetting that anxiety 
to be on the winning side is & striking feature of the Arab obaractor, if 
3, Tam sending copi 
at Cairo, Angora, Tehran, J 
Middle East, His Majest 
the Governor-General of India, quarters In 
wuarters, Middle East, Political Contre, Middle Fast, the Political 
ident in the Persian Gulf, the Political Agent at Kowoit and to Iis Majesty's 
Consular Officers at Basra and Mow) 
T have, &e. 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS, 
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Sir Kinahan Cornwallis to Mr Eden—(Received ith February) 


(No. 57.) 
Sir, Bagdad, 1st February, 1944. 

WITH refereven to my telegram No. 74 of the 27th January, T have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith a translation of Majid Mustafa’s report to 
the Cabinet on the sittiation in Barzan, a copy of which he left with me after a 
recent visit. 

2. His “ Recommendations for Improving Conditions” have, he tells me, 
been accepted by the Cabinet in all essentials and he is himself ready to go back 
to the north in a few days’ time to give personal attention to putting them 
into effect 

3. The somewhat difficult questions of the pardoning of Mulla Mustafa’s 
followers and the surrender of the arms taken by them from the police are, as 
you will see from paragraph (¢) of the Minister's paper, in effect left ‘for 
future settlement. He himself is confident, however, of being able to recover 
in due course a considerable number of the weapons lost to the tribesmen. The 
subordinate leaders he hopes, I think, to have treated individually snd 
sympathetically on their merits, after he has had time to study their records 
and sort out the sheep from the goats. = 

4. Meanwhile, the is thinking hard about what general measures are 
necessary to improve social and economic conditions in the Kurdish districts and 
is consulting the opinion of the Kurdish Deputies, the Adviser to the Ministry 
of the Interior. the Political Adviser, Northern Iraq, and others having special 
knowledge of Kurdish affairs, 
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5. If the vicissitudes of Iraq's political life allow him to remain at his 
post for a reasonable period, I hope that at least sowe measure of succeas will 
attend his efforts. ” 

6. Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Minister of State Resident 
in the Middle East, Cairo. 

T have, &e 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


Enclosure in No. 3, 


Majid Mustafa's report to the Council of Ministers 


Barzan Question 
(Translation) 

T HAVE already orally communicated to the Council the result: of my 

views as to how best to deal with the Barzan 

atements I pointed out that my exposition of the question 

toblems anil matters which called for examination and 

remedy throughout the north, Similarly, my present report is confined to a 

discussion of the Barzan question only. If required, I can on some other occasion 
‘submit another report dealing with other problems of the north, 

Information available with certain official departments and other obtained 
from persons, other than officials, intorested in or associated with the events 
(18 Tharzan) indicate that the latest Barzan incident arose and developed ws 
ollows :— 

1. Some time after the end of the first Barzan movement Mulla, Mustafa 
al Barzani and the rest of Barzan leaders were removed to Sulaimani to reside 
there. Throughout their stay in Sulaimani they were so badly treated that the 
Government itsolf eventually felt that it was necessary Lo improve their condition. 
Owing to the smallness of their allowances and to the high cost. of commodities 
the Mulla and his companions were in a state of extreme need, ‘The Government, 
however, failed to do anything to improve their lot. Both the Government and 
most of those who caine into contact with the exiles were aware that the latter 
had reached such a state of necdfulness and financial hardship as was likely to 
induce them to resort to criminal acts. That such was the case is confirmed by 
certain statements of Mulla Mustafa bimeelf in, bie numerous and strong 
representations and by certain reports. It was realised that failing any result 
to his representations Mulla Mustafa would be sure to attempt escape, At the 
samo time fear from the Government and doubt of his succeeding in regaining 
personal control of his district, on one hand, and his brothers’ opposition to 
Views, on the other hand, were among the stronger factors which at the time 
restrained Mulla Mustafa from carrying out his project. Eventually, however, 
bad administration in the northern liwas and the underlying factors afforded 
opportunity to many, including Mulla Mustafa, to decide their future by them 
selves. Feeling conlident of the success of his contemplated attempt and having 
fallen into despair, Mulla Mustafa eventually made his escape. 

2 Mulla Mustafa succeeded in reaching the Barzan district within a short 
time of his escape from Sulaimani, For some time he kept moving about the 
district, avoiding armed clashes and at the same time seeking to get into touch 
with the administrative authorities for the purpose of obtaining what he had 
been seeking to obtain while in exile. To that end he made threats with his 
ability to raise a force with which to offer resistance to the Government and with 
the harm that would follow if no attention was paid to his representations. 

3. "tn their inability to appreciate the sitautiod and the likely consequences, 
the administrative and police authorities 4a the Most and Atbil liwas didnot 
attach due importance to the matter, nor did they take preparatory steps for the 
suppression of Mulla Mustafa’s movement before assuming serious proportions. 

‘The administrative authorities also failed to take into due account factors 
of which advantage was taken by Mulla Mustafa, and which proved helpful 
to him, such as the dissatisfaction of the inhabitants with the Government and 
with the acts and conduct of officials. As a result, the prestige of Mulla Mustafa 

ew and he gained general support. It was established to me that throughout 
Fis period of office and throughout the operations in their various stages the 
Mutessarif of Mosul never made one single visit to Barzan district. The same 
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is true in the case of the Mutessarif of Arbil. It'is natural that other officials 
and the police should copy the example of these two mutessarifs. Strange as 
it may seem, [ found out that grain allotted for the inhabitants of hill districts, 
‘as assistance for food and cultivation purposes, remained undistributed; whereas 
this grain could have been distributed as means for stopping a no small number 
of tribes from joining the movement. Moreover, I came to understand that the 
usual allotments of grain and sugar for that district were not reaching those to 
whom they are intended, except, however, in the case of certain favoured persons. 
T do not relate these facts by way of criticising any person in particular, but do so 
only in order to prove the neglect on the part of officials, in the liwas and districts, 
in matters of State administration and supervision of the conduct of junior 
officials and matters concerning the condition of the inhabitants. Many other 
factors and also considerable propaganda exist which have considerably helped 
to increase the followers of Mulla Mustafa and sympathy with his cause, and 
encouraged the Mulla and his followers to persist in their rebel activities. I must 
here point out in particular one strong factor which has worked to strengthen 
the determination of the Mulla and his followers to resist. This was the initial 
failure on the part of the police to prove themselves an organised Government 
force, 

4. Both at the outbreak of the movement and in the course of its develop- 
ment the central Government failed to establish unity of command and 
responsibility (1 in the force detailed to suppress the movement—teanslator), and 
as a result confusion characterised actions and views. 

5. To summarise, the present conditions in the north in genoral and in the 
Barzan district in pasticular are bad, ‘That the case is sis the cowule of 
misconduct, careless thinking and Jack of sense of responsibility on the part of 

sible" Government men" (! statesmen) and Goverment officials in the liwas 
and at headquarters. Therefore, I suggest that it would be wise for the 
Government to deal with the present situation by stopping further errors and 
rectifying old ones, and in their conduct of affairs to seck radical reforms 
calculated to yield for them results much as would not force upon them difficulties 
and sactifices both moral and material, Be king any recommendations 
T give the Governmont below a concise general idea of present conditions in the 
Barzan district — 


(a) Villages are empty of their inhabitants, some being in a state of ruin. 

(G) No trace of cultivation is to be found througbout the whole district, 

% Famine and destitution prevail among the inhabitants on a horrible scale. 

(4) Roads and means of communication aro destroyed. So also are most 
Government buildings. The few undestroyed buildings are occupied 
by the army. 

(©) Sympathy with the exiled chiefa is considerable, ‘This sympathy is 
among the main factors rallying the tribes to Mulla Mustafa and his 
leadership, 

(A) ‘he complaints of the population are numerous. ‘The people constantly 
enumorate the misdeeds of olficials and their mishandling of situations. 

(9) I met Mulla Mustafa and the other chiefs clung to him. I found them 
(1 still intent on) keeping themselves armed and not confident in the 
promises of the Government on account of their past experience of mal- 
administration and violation of promises. They told me that they had 
‘embarked on their rough course only because they had felt compelled to 
do so, They assured me of their loyalty to the Throne and the Govern- 
ont and of their willingness faithfully and devotedly to serve both, 
‘They said they placed their fate with the Government and her justice, 
1 promised them that all would be well for them if they surrendered 
themselves unconditionally. ‘Thereupon they gave in and went out to 
the Merga Sur garrison (House) and surrendered themselves, as verbally 
re} to you by me. I then called upon them to carry out the 
following terms :— 


Piratly.—Armed clashes to be given up and the siege of posts and 
garrisons to be raised, 

‘Secondly.—Quick co-operation to be given to the Government for 
the repair of roads and telephone lines, 

‘hirdly—They, together with their families and livestock, to go 

Sack to thelr villages thereto engage in their normal vocations 

Fourthly.—Good relations should be established with army com- 
manders and other officials in the district, 
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Fifthly—They are to co-operate with the Government for the 
expeditious restoration of such posts as it may be decided to 
re-establish. 

Sisthly—Mulla Mustafa to keep away from the zone of opera- 
tions; to calmly pursue his normal work, refraining from meddling in 
matters which are not his concern; to proceed to Bagdad, there to give 
himself up to His Highness the Regent in person, as soon as I shall be 
able to obtain the assent of His Highness to this arrangement, 


I detailed three officers belonging to tribes of the district to observe the 
working of things and submit reports to me about the district pending a Cabinet 
decision in the affair, Information received hitherto confirms that the terms set 
out above have been observed and no action in contravention of them has taken 
place. It is likely for us to be confronted with some future difficulties. I, how- 
ever, believe that any likely future difficulties could be overcome and peace 
established throughout the district if regard is had to my previous statements and 
the following recommendations which T make :— 


Recommendations for Improving Conditions. 


It may be suggested that disciplinary action against the district and 
re-establishment of tranquillity in it by force of arms and through imposition of 
fines on ringleaders might be advantageous and would sorve to restore Government 
prestige. Ordinarily, such suggestions would appeal to me, but conditions in the 
district are at present such as make me opposed to it in principle, Other eos 
siderations to be taken account of are the ragged nature of the district, the impos- 

ment attaining the object sought by them through th 

lity of forces for the purpose, and the considerable 
of the rebels, the unity of leadership they enjoy and their noticeable determination 
and preparedness to fight at present in view of their having evacuated their 
villages. 

The idea may be put forward that the use of armed force might be con 
venlently put off to spring time, To this T would say that such postponement will 
mak tier more dilficalt, as it will enable the tribes to secure shelters and 
food and climatic conditions suitable for thera, bexides a likely increase in the 
number of rebels, an expansion of the rebel movement and a more compl 
Situation arising. For the foregoing reasons, T suggest that the following stops 
should be taken even in the event of a decision to settle the affair by force of 
arms :— 

(a) The exiled Barzan chiefs to be set free, regardless of the rebel movement 
and the present situation. Such step is calculated to benefit the 
Government in two directions as follows :— 

Firatly “It will create distension among their ranks and under 
ming the leadership. For, although Mulla Mustafa, Shaikh Ahmad 
and Mulla Sadiq are brothers and although the first-mentioned openly 
pleads the cause of the latter two and exerts himself on their behalf, 
‘at no time the three were agreed in their views and they are constantly 
at dispute, each seeking exclusive power for himself, 

Secondly.—With the return (home) of the exiled chiefs no common 
object to claim or seek will remain, 

(0) Immediate steps to he taken for the re-establishment of civil administra- 
tion in the localities affected by the rebel movement, and suitable 

ls appointed to these localities. ‘This will serve to re-establish 
(1 Government) relations with tribes with no allegiance to the Shaikhs 
of Barzan and the influence of the latter will shrink in consequence. 

(©) Funds as necessary and on a liberal scale to be allotted for the repair of 
existing telephone lines and roads, the laying of telephone lines and 
roads from Belleh to Amadiyah and Agra, and the construction of 
strong posts along these roads, in order to ensure Government control 
and the association of the inhabitants of the district with the larger 
towns. Labour for the purpose to be obtained from the district itself 
with the initial object of establishing connexions of material benefit 
between the Government and the local population. 

(@) Food supplies already decided upon for distribution to be distributed 
expeditiously free of cost or at reduced prices, and also further 
quantities of such supplies to be alloted, inorder that the inhabitants 
should feel the benefits of the presence of Government organisations 
in their midst. 
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(©) With the above steps taken and with officials behaving properly actin 
with justice and mixing with the inhabitants directly, the civi 
administration would be able to control the district, pursue offenders, 
collect arms, and remove, either temporarily or permanently, such 
persons as it may be necessary to remove. 

(/) Mulla Mustafa to be directed to come aver to Bagdad, where his surrender 
to His Highness the Regent should be accepted. Some time after 
which the Mulla to be allowed to return in order to remove suspicions 
held by the people on account of previous violation by the Government 
af ber promised und pledges to the people, 


T feel confident that, if the carrying out of the above recommendations should 
fail to secure our object in full within a limited space of time, it will not fail to 
lay open for us wider opportunity for future action for the suppression of the 
spirit of rebellion, on one hand, and the establishment of orderly and just 
administration, on the other hand. Rebellion will be eventually confined to certain 
specific localities and we shall be able to ensure the co-operation of neighbouring 
localities. 

MAJID. MUSTAPA, 
Minister without Portfolio, 
18th January, 1944, 





(E 1143/97/98) No. 4 
Sir Kinahan Cornwallis to Mr. Eden—(Receired 19th February.) 


Bagdad, 8th Pebruary, 1944, 


L HAVE the honour to tra you herewith, in accordanon with 


standing instructions, a review of th Jplitieal and economic events in Trag 


in 1943, which has been prepared by Mr. 
embassy. 

2. Tam in entire agreement with the views expressed by Mr. Thompson in 
the concluding two paragraphs of the enclosed paper 

3. Copies of this despatch are being sent to the Minister of State Resident 
in the Middle East and to the Government of Indi 

T have, &c. 
INAHAN CORNWALLIS, 


TI. Thompson, counsellor to this 


Enclosure in No. 4 


Political Review, 1948. 
General, 

TRAQ provided little material for sensational head-lines in 1948. With the 
exception of the Barzan troubles, to which further reference will be made, and 
the usual minor (but sometimes murderous) inter-tribal affrays of no political 
importance, internal order was well maintained, Relations between the British 
‘and Indian troops and the local population remained satisfactory. Although 
steadily rising prices imposed considerable difficulties on the tirban populations 
especially, and upon officials and others in receipt of fixed incomes, a plentiful 
faevest and continued British war expenditures led the country as a whole to a 
remarkable level of domestic prosperity. Except in neglected and remote 
Kurdish areas there was no ubemployment and no starvation. The sudden 
accumulation of wealth, coupled with restricted imports, inevitably resulted in 
widespread speculation and soaring prices, and, owing to the impact of the high 
cost of living on the fixed income groups, corruption attained an all-time high. 
The persistent politieal squabbling and intrigues in high places reacted seriously 
upon an administrative machine insufficiently geared, in any ease, to cope wi 
unforeseen and novel economic problems arising from the war. As the months 

these problems of supply and distribution hecame more acute. In June 

the Administration, who in the previous October, under the influence of the then 
ister of Finance, Saleh Jabr, had refused to contemplate such action, 
officially sought our help in recruiting a British expert who would function as 
Director-General of Imports and Economic Adviser to the High Supply Council, 
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it being understood that he and his staif would enjoy executive powers 
Unfortunately, serious delays occurred in finding a candidate for this important 
post, and it was not until towards the end of the year that Colonel Bayliss was 
obtained from the Middle East Supply Centre. A British offer, Colonel 
Le Blanc, had already earlier in the year been appointed Director-General of 
‘Transport and is still at work. In the summer a British official (Mr. Grice) 
becate Director-General of Local Products, one of his most important tasks 
bei the application of the Cereals Control Scheme. In the purely political 
sphere General Nuri al Said remained Prime Minister throughout the year, and 
in doing so presided over several different Cabinets, each of which, “however, 
contained personnel common to its predecessors, As the year waned his 
Excellency was being subjected to greater criticism than at any time since 1941 
‘and the political horizon was distinctly clouded, with the Regent showing every 
sign of wanting a new deal not only in Iraqi’ politicians, but also in Britis 
advisers. Fortified by new and increased forred upon the throne by 
the new Organic Law en 0 
by a highly successful offic 
participate actively in the breaking and making of Cabinets, ‘There is much 
to be admired in an attitude that reflects the Regent's patriotism and public 
spirit, but unfortunately Hig Royal Highness judgment of men dove not always 
nspife confidence, In all these varied ciroumstances, tho rile of His Majesty's 
mbassy has been to act ax a brake in matters political, advising steadiness and 
cavtion rather than rash experimentation, and as an accelerator in things 
urging consistently the need for constructive action in lieu of 
ire, Aw 1043 passed’ into history, no dispute raMed the placid surface 
of Anglo-Traqi relations, Anglopbobia int the country and arong the people as 
fe appeared to be at a heavy discount, Iraq's prsiuce neaded fr the war 
effort had been acquired to the limita xpecified, and the policy of the Iraqi Royal 
Houve and Administration, headed by Nuri Pasha, continued to be one of full 
co-operation with the British ally in all essential directions, 


Trag Enters the War. 

2 At midnight on tho 16th January Trag became an active participant in 
the Allied stroggle against Nazi-Fascist world revolution, A few days lator xhe 
seceded to the United Nations Pact signed at Washington ot the 2nd January, 
1942 

3 Nori Pasha would have liked to have taken these steps a year or #0 
cearlict. Allied reverses in 1942, and the general uncertainty of the situation until 
the tide turned against the Axis at El Alamein and Stalingrad, made it 
desirable to wait and see, When the moment finally came, the decision to enter 
the war aroused no opposition, but small enthusiaxm, IU was preceded by ten 
days or more of a press and radio campaign stressing the great benefits certain 
to accrue to Traq from belligerency, and there was much ado, in particular, about 
the Atlantic Charter, Nothing was said in all this propaganda about the new 
obligations Iraq assumed as a member of the United Nations, so that in ensuing 
weeks it proved necossary to remind the Prime Minister and other personalities 
of realities in this connexion, the columns of the Iraq Timey and Basra Timer 
‘alco being used for this purpose. Once the masses in the towns, and particularly 
in Bagdad, had grown accustomed to the idea of invelvement in the war—which, 
in the absence of a ion on the part of the enemy, they did fairly rapidly— 
they probably gave the subject but few thoughts. To a great many other persons, 
however, including tribal leaders and the more solid elements who had remained 
quiescent in 1941, so that Rashid Ali then failed to enjoy anything like the 
tuajority support he had expected, Nurs policy was welcome ns af Teast a partial 
atonement for the tragic errors of two years previously. It would be too much 
to expect that this feeling should make the idea of loss and sacrifice in the cause 
attractive, and it is, in fact, fortunate that, except for minor discomforts, the 
country has not so far been called upon to bear a very grave burden. Few men 
‘or women who are normal beings like war, and it would be unnatural, indeed, if 
people as a whole here failed to register satisfaction that the threat of invasion, 
which in the summer of 1942 was s0 acute, lns since receded almost to vanishing: 

int. 
pola. While in certain unthinking quarters Iraq's declaration of war was 
greeted with the ‘loud guffaw that bespeaks the vacant mind,” the event in fact 
faused a considerable impression throughout the Middle East and certainly 
redoanded to our credit In Egypt it created considerable surprise and 
annoyance for a time, chiefly because it seemed that somehow Iraq had stolen a 
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march on the remainder of the Arab world. In practice, Iraqi belligerency has 
been of considerable use in various ways and should continue to prove of value, 
perhaps especially when the time comes for the United Nations to turn their 
Attention seriously towards Japan. 

5. Inspired by his dreams about Iraq's place at the peace table as well as by 
his desire to keep in the van of the Arab States, Nuri Pasha sought more than 
once to despatch Iragi troops abroad for service in some sphere of operations 
under British command, Preparations for the formation of a special brigade, 
composed mainly of volunteers, were in fact actually begun, His Excellency's 
most serious attempt—and also his Inst for the time being—was made in the late 
summer, when he offered this brigade for service in Syria to assist in the 
maintenance of * internal order." “He was naturally warned at once that there 
ould be grave political objections to the prevence of Iraqi troops in Syria, and 
in due course the proposal was courteously rejected by His Majesty's Government, 
who, however, had previously examined the possibility of employing the brigade 
on occupational duties in liberated North African territory, By the time the 
‘scheme was finally dropped many of the elements of the brigade had been sent 
notth to cope with the febel tribesmen of Mulla Mustafa, a task which proved 
completely ‘beyond their capacity. It was found that’ the men were quite 
untrained for mountain operations and, furthermore, that they had no heart in 
the business, The truth is that the Traqi army, the reorganisation of which 
continues to hang fire, has never recovered from the sad events of 1941. Its 
morale is shot to pieces, all too many of its officers are lazy, arrogant and 
inefficient, and it is unpopular in is possibly at the time of 
writing the Jast focus of nnti-British on, Powerless at the moment, it 
remains a potential but remote menace to the domestic peace of the country. 


Bnemy Propaganda and Action. 
6. ‘The former has dwindled steadily and may scarcely be said to exist and 
enemy sympathisers find it wise to lic very low. Of the latter, the only 
noticeable manifestation was the dropping in June in the north of three Germa 
Pparichutists, accompanied by young, Iraqi. ‘Their objectives appear to have 


been espionage, sabotage and subversive activities among the Kurdish tribes 
All were apprehended after a week or two, since when they have been extensively 
okamiived by the British authorition. It le expected that they will in Jue coures 
bo tried by tho Traqi authorities, During the year a considerable number of 
political internees were released from the Amarah concentration camp, but only 
in one case was a really dangerous character set at provisional liberty, and he 
was shortly afterwards reinterned. At the end of the year arrangements were 

jon for the return to Iraq for trial of the internees in Southern 


Internal Potitics. 

It was not until the 28rd June that the Cabinet formed by Nuri Pasha 
in October 1942 was reshuffled after a life of about eight months. This was a 
fairly long run as on Krag and, in retrospect, it may be said that the 
period of this particular Administration was not altogether barren of achieve- 
ment, It passed the now ‘Law for the Regulation of Economic Life," which 
conferred wide powers upon the Government, it fixed the price of cereals, it 
embarked on and largely carried through arduous negotiations for the sale of 
200,000 tons of barley to His Majesty's Government, it appointed a British officer 
1s Director-General of Transport, and it made considerable progress in various 
other directions which need not be described in detail. It fell for the reason that 
the great majority of Iragi Cabinets fall, namely, as the result of quarrels 
botween certain of its members. In this particular instance it was Saleh Jubr, 
the Minister of Finance, who upset the apple-cart. He resented the Prime 
Minister's opposition to is proposed grant of several, thousand acres of 
Government land to an old friend, and for other reasons he fell oat with the 
Minister of Justice and quarrelled with the Minister of Education, a coarse and 
stupid personality, who unluckily then became Rais of the Royal Diwan. Bat 
there were other and more unfortunate consequences. Saleh Jabr went back to 
the, Ministry of the Interior, in which he had previously. been a great sucess 
‘and was succeeded in Finance by Jalal Baban. This appointment, which turned 
out to be a catastrophic failure, since the new Minister proceeded to sabotage 
the Government's policy of economic control, was a typical example of General 
Nuri's apparently irresistible tendency to “* ap) erities and opponents. in 
the eal, illusory belief that they will be tamed by the responsibilities of office. 
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From the moment that new and “' reformed "' Cabinet was announced the political 
horizon began to grow hazy with the mists of personal intrigue and obstruction, 
Which the approach of the elections scheduled for September did nothing to 
issipate 

8. Early in July, after a brief bout of pneumonia rapidly and effectively 
dealt with by “ 693,’ the Prime Minister proceeded to the Lebanon to recuperate 
and later visited Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Transjordan. On his return on 
the 10th August his Excellency found renewed Cabinet trouble awaiting him, 
‘This time the Minister for Foreign Affairs and other Ministers were resentful 
because they had not been consulted in advance about General Nuri's conversa- 

This diffi 


ister 


much more serious squall Flew up. This was a dispute with the Regent over 
the lists of candidates for election to Parliament. On the 28th September His 
Royal Highness was sufficiently worked up to be contemplating dismissing the 
Cabinet lock, stock and tarrel, but his choice of a new. team headed by the 
Lord Mayor of Bagdad left so much to be desired that His Majesty's Ambassador 
felt compelled to counsel caution. Discussions between the Regent and the 
Prime Minister continued until the 4th October, when agreement was reached 
through the acceptance by the Cabinet of 9 out of 105 names on. the Palace 
lectoral list. The Mivisters of Finance and- Interior, however, immediately 
resigned and 40 followed their colleague of Foreign Affairs, who had already 

one Out of office. The vacancy in Interior was at once filled by a neweomer to 
Cabinet rank (the comparatively youthful Abdulla Qassab, Mutessarif of 
Diwaniyah), the other two posts being left vacant for the time being, and the 
clections duly took place without incident throughout the country on the 
5th and 6th October. 

% The newly-elected legislature did not differ materially from the old, 
some sixty-five members of which were returned, While many of these had, 
under duress, supported Rashid Ali in 1941, ali convinced adherents of the 
latter's Anglophobe policy ‘inated. In a country where life counts for 
Jittle, and “whore nepotixm and the more elementary and obvious forms of 
corruption are viewed with greater toleration than in Britain, it was no surprise 
to find in the new Parliament one or two murderers and a few other dubious 
characters, 

10. On the 25th October the Regent, accompanied by the Iraqi Acting 
Chief of the General Staff, Dr. Sinderson and an aide-decamp, left by air on 
an official visit to the United Kingdom. Arrangements had previously been made 
for his uncle, the Amir Zaid, to return from Istanbul to function as Acting 
Regent during His Royal Highness’s absence. This is not the place to describe 
the Regent's stay in Britain. It will suffice to say that, arriving on the 
4th November, he found an excellent programme awaiting him, had the honour 
of being entertained by Their Majesties The King and Queen for two days at 
Buckingham Palace and left on the 2nd December. His Royal Highness retarned 
safely to Bagdad on the 13th December, having greatly enjoyed, and been 
impressed hy, his weeks in England, which enabled him to form'a porsonal 
apPfeciation of the extent and scope of the British war effort. 

It is perhaps worth recording that the Regent had hoped to combine 
the above visit with one to the United States. After mature consideration over 
Period of months, however, the United States Government regretted their 
inability to receive him and mentioned as an excuse the perils of a trans-Atlantic 
air passage in winter. Actually, it seems likely that they wished to concentrate 
ob More potentially-valuable game in the persons of two sons of Ibn Saud, whose 
oil-bearing kingdom is now arotsitig much interest in America. The two Saudi 
Arabian Princes arrived in London on their way home from the United States 
While the Regent was still there. Cards were exchanged, but no other contacts 
occurred, 


of the Kurdish question. The Prime Minister was strongly urged to get down 
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to brass tacks without delay, for now was the time for reform and modernisation. 
He took these blunt remonstrances well, gave assurances of his anxiety to improve 
matters. and intimated his desire to call upon the services of an additional number 
of British experts in general administration, agriculture, forestry, co-operative 
es and geology 
Parliament opened on the 9th October and soon passed the new Organic 
Notice was also given of the coming introduction of a new electoral law 
ig the establishment of political parties. For some weeks nothing 
particular happened and it was only after the Regent's return in mid-December 
that Nuri Pasha again tackled the problem of the Cabinet, His discussions 
With the Regent were difficult and two atterupts to secure the co-operation. of 
Ibrahim Kemal failed, {ter many false starts and alarms, a new 
Cabinet was annou ; It contained an innovation in the 


1942, under something o d, roturned as Minister of Finance, 

14. Although the new Cabinet ndoubtedly included men of ability, it 
contained no progressive elements and was representative of the old raling clans 
of etablished families. It aroused a storm of criticism throu the country, 
while the Regent made no concealment of his dislike. As the year closed, Nuri 
Pasha was coce more indixpoied and. contemplating yet another period of 
recuperation iii Palestine, and the general political outlook was confused and 
uncertain in the extreme, 

15. All observers of the Iraqi political scene are 
crying need for new blood in the conneils of State, The difficulty, however, 
in'to find it, It is unhappily a fact that, even in normal times, there are only 
a limited number of men in this country at all suitable for the’ rexponsibilitics 
of high office, and since 1941 their number has been reduced. by the absence in 
enemy territory or concentration camps of keen-witted but mistaken 1 

year, took the wrong ww. Under existing ¢ 

dificult for promising young men to come to the fore a 

Speaker's eye. The proposed new electoral law ix boing framed with a view 
to removing the obstacles that to-day impede the advance of the rising genera 
tion, and ft may be hoped that, if be when passed, thix meanure will live up 
to the hopes it enshrines. It it proves a failure, then it can only be a mattor 
of time and opportunity before trouble occurs. ‘There is undoubtedly growing 
weariness of tho “old gang,"” which one day is likely to find violent expression 
in somo form oF another. 


Arab Unity, 


16, This is the darling: ambition of General Nuri, and much was heard 
about it during the fir half of the year particularly. “Since then, and. apart 
from constant refervuces to tho subject in the vernacular prese—which has also 
displayed concern over the Arab population of North Africa, to which area it ix 
desired that the principles of the Athintic Charter should be applied—there 
has not beet so ninich activity. The idea of a general conference to plan the 
futare of the Arab world did not go down in Exypt and elsewhere as well as was 
anticipated, and in March and April, when, Jamil Madfai visited Syria, 
Transjordan and Egypt as the Prime Minister's special envoy, he was rather 
disappointed ty hin reception, Later, in the sommer, Nuri himelf went to 
‘airo and conferred with Nahas Pasha. He hoped to visit North Africa as 
well, hut this plan was discouraged by the Fighting French and came to nothing. 
17, While there is, therefore, but little in the way of concrete achievement 
‘on Pan-Arabism to report, this does not mean that the question is hy any manner 
of means moribund. Far from it, ‘The Lebanese crisis in the late autumn 
wwerfully stimulated the growing feeling of fellowship among Arabs and if, 
in Trag, the Government, press and people bebaved with restraint, it was 
primarily owing to the widespread conviction that British policy and British 
‘opinion were on the Arab side. That the repressive and even violent attitude 
of the French aroused ¢o unanimous an outery throughout the Arab world is a 
significant iMustration of the reaction to be expected if or when the Palestine 
problem becomes acute, At the moment, Arab hopes centre in the maintenance 
of the White Paper policy, any drastic modification of which would have the 
most serious repercussions in this country. 
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18. Feeling against militant Zionism js strong, and there are_no illusions 
bout the subversive preparations of extremist groups in Palestine and the 
Fascist methods of organisation enforced by them. In September Nuri Pasha, 

d by reports of extensive anti-Arab propaganda developed ists it 
the United States, inspired an anti-Zionist campaign by the Bagdad press at 
radio. His Majesty's Embassy at once made representations, and after iho 
ten days this rather vicious publicity was call fo 1 caused mou ey 

gdad's large Jewish population of some 7 souls and was exploited 
since it was argued that the campaign could never have been instituted withovy 
Our approval. It was also widely noised around by interested persons tat, 
While Britain supported the Arabs, American sympathy lay with the Je 


Relations with Russia. fees 
19, In Irag as elsewhere the victories of the Ned 
Ivbiler 40d. admiration "They have also caused many people to Ubink hat 
Soviet will become the coloasos of the post-war world, @ prospeet Ob soiely 
Telished by the ruling elements in this country, who are decidedly a 
anything savouring of “' Communism." The jews that Rayps. es to gates 
diplomatic relations with the Soviet. camo, therefore, as miler to Rk’. ti 
hearing it Nuri Pasha was at pains to stress that this eal in no 
Iraq's policy of Keeping Romi aul ere arm's ep zih seas seal sith 
‘Joly M. Maisky, who was on his way to Moscow, fo spent 24 
hours ie Regie auiied ina sports jacket and gouy flannel trowsors. Wit Uh 
Tesult that he came near to collapsing from the beat Ia aber his xcalleney: 
‘accompanied by Mme. Maisky, spent two days b Peon way ve Oh 
i Tehran, On this occaxion he tackled the Prime Ministor about Hi eal yy 
ment of relations with at ‘and found him reasonably ane 4 roquest for 
General Nuri declined to follow the Egyptian precedent of oes anid 
the exchange of representatives, he agreed to this Hoa in principle, and Tater, 
when Parltament was opened, the Specch from the Throne contin a othr 
Aatement that the establishment of relations might bo expected 1 
‘This statement aroused much interest, but 0 oppoaition rn eee 
‘Qt. In conversations at lis Majesty's Embassy, M sk with 
Inter alia be said bo envisaged a Regional Connell 
ibe tale ant soca a nee ar get 
alerprise io Arabia wi yet sorpicious of the right wing in Britain and 
* big business” in the United States. 


Army have aroused 
the 


remarkable frankness. 


The Barzan Tribal Disorders. om Ki 
22 In July Mulla Mustafa, a well-known Barzani { al Jando ve red 3 
some years had been. residing under compulsion at Sulaiman a 
Government allowance, 
mountainous native het a hor Pig ee 
ch wmovided forceful evidence of the disconte a Tong Leen 
<s poraen Negietted park In pee i ae as ola ty 
yeh outlaw Said Birokhi and a number of Iraqi fugitives, Tiwary ti 
al iH pee§ sacks ae males a naabee pion posts ln “T init 
rth-west of Rowai rice reinfo ved ill atthe 
of Mergass north and withdrew tn some confusion after suffering Issey i 
ton nd ac. Thi was he began a ne fers reel 
, fist of ‘which, were evacuated, while others surrendered 
Penk Poste on was taken on the Turkish side, and before the end of Oxtober 
Said brohiad been ile and his foleee ceyard anda free of abot 
Proparations for, punitice Centrated round Rwanda and to the northwest. 
ee 3 ‘These events AY, rently led Mulla piste a gunk aes er ee 
191 officer comt Ai troops in.a conciliatory manner, Various exchange 
follow bax aliens nites Majesty'© “Ambassador had secured from Nar z a abs 
ertain assurances concerning the farare ae Joo Beret a nets is 
cy advised the Mulla to surrender. jis reply w i parce = 
Tmt th Novena ng at hf the rae 
ee in force” from Mergasur h 
Fenn OF the British Miliary ‘Bisson and the Tena Chiet of the 
General Si ‘column, which soon met wi 1 resis 4 
General Stafl being with the ted Ewo days inter similar initiative was 
ined Wi : i 
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Sd and made his, way back to. his remote and 


Jed to. an armed, outhr 
nt which had. long. been 
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also repulsed, while on the 10th Nov unber a 
alsed, 7 Noves military convoy was onl; i 
ee tel and ae ‘cost rom @ serious ambush. "It Mtertts pein 
il-traned and of tow morale were Pempabhe or Sesame am 
continued to deteriorate, In Decembe: 
sions of Iraqi Royal Air F 
village north of Rowanduz. 
company and a Bren carr 
cars, fet thelr protection. 

2 in Bagdad there was some alarm in 
pe some ala Political circles. “Hi 's 
Ambassador pointed out to the Regent, the Prime Minister and others cubes 


the Iraqi Government were clearly inc 
: " ere clearly incapable of bringing Mulla Mustafa to 
by force, hey would have o expt conciliatory, pol a action tothe fell Te 
suggested that Mulla ‘maa might be warned in emphatic terme thet Perea 
were becoming an embarrassment to the Hritish war effort is 
sued on the Sie December and extracted a couciatonyrply ee eee ae 
which the Mulla undertook to keep the peace, &e., if he were pardoned, “hn 
Imprisoned followers released nd his grievances investigated Pn’ MS 
Meanwhile, the latest of General Nuri’s Cabinets, containing a Ki 
Minister without, portfolio, Majid alata, had tesa formed occas 
Manet. The whole position was discussed with him at length and in 
the Ist January, 1044, he proceeded north, accompanied. by’ two 
pers to meet Mulla Mustafa in person for further negotiations and 
{9 convert the truce a ‘ordered by the latter into a complete cessation of 
hostilities. “By the end of the year, thorefore, events wore taking a promisiny 
Heated ccttytably bright prospects not only of the restoration of order in the 


affected areas, but also of a sorious attempt being 
ut logitimate tribal grievances. iyi area ore ced 


pable of restoring the situation, which 
it proved necessary, to calm the apprehen- 
‘orce Levy families isolated in Diana and another 
to despatch a company of Indian infantry, a mortar 
‘ier company, plus a section of Royal Air Force armoured 


in emphatic terms that his antics 


Beonomics, 


27. Iraq is canght botwoen the devil of i 
we devil of major British mil c 
Iau, axpenditare ithe country and’ the deep ea of draatcaleutated 
rts, As a result, not only has the currency in circulation 
pvtllion dinars in 1941 to 34 million dinars at the end of 1043, ak ibe peniel 
coat of living has risen mont drastically. ‘The consequence hax Inen a tesa of 
inflation which, agit began to devel seriously in 1948, not unnaturally eased 
: id London, especially iis it was accompanied by the evils 
Mhonteation rofering. corrapton an hoarding eat. prese hag 
h erted, not ‘altogether without success, to le 
Government, to put their house in order, es) Fa tothe contd at 
ve house in order, especially with rogatd to the co 
price and the Uratin Of imported material, produce tnd commadnee St 
. it has been necessary to secure, on the most favourable teri 
possible, vitally needed qu: ry dalen be tet 
ira a led quantities of Traqi cereals—chiefly harley-—dates. efor 
‘As regards grains, there was finally conclud 
; there wy concluded on the 23rd July a formal 
contract between His Majesty's Government and the ( poramented eae 
Purchase of 200,000 tons of barley at 204 The negotiation of this 
Contract took many weeks of arduons Ia carve diasaeion 
chiefly with the Prime Minister 
‘opening bids on 
satisfactory in 
been largely 
Indi in rei 
of a ceilin 
factor in 


farmed 
ion of Economie Life™ — 
ae ee, who would be 

sports and Economic Ad 
months of delay cxeurred tetore a 
lease from the Middle East Supply 


or 


Centre of Colonel Bayliss, who, with staff of five other officers, took up his 
Sppointment in November. He was accorded the fullest posible enpport by the 
Tragi authorities and all others concerned, including the British advisers, and at 
once set about his task with the utmost energy. Indeed, he went a trifle too fast 
And, being at the same time disinclined to seck or follow advice, met with certain 
ties that might have been avoided. Nevertheless, by the end of the year 
Colonel Bayliss was still pushing on at speed, and if on occasion his methods 
‘seemed a shade theoretical—<., the rationing of tea and coffee, which were in fair 
supply and not too expensive, in minute amounts per head—he had already 
accomplished most valuable progress in drawing up Traq’s requirements for 144 
td in controlling the cost ofa ide varioty of artcles.. Turtheriore, his obvious 
ination to check profiteering had a beneficial effect on the general prices 
of imported goods, many of which showed declines by the end of the year 
Tanging from 15 to 40 per cent.; and the cost of living index fell from 405 in 
November to 376 in early January. Certainly his most difficult task will be to 
‘ensure an adequate supply and distribution at reasonable prices of cotton p' 
puis, the sbortage of which formed a constant subject of Iraqi complaint 
moughout the year 
_ 30, Having regard to the fundamental nature of the two factors mentioned 
in the first sentence of paragraph 27, it is hard to resist the conclusion that such 
initiatives as the sale of gold asa commodity to atworb surplus purchasing power 
can be but palliatives, Gold sales opened in Traq at- the beginning of August 
‘and have proceeded ever since to the accompaniment of daily telegrams to Beirut, 
Bombay, Cairo, Jerusalem, London and Tehran. ‘Theso sales have earned. the 
Treasury in Whitehall a useful profit. But bere in Iraq they have had no 
discernible effect on the price level and but a negative ‘on the currency in 
circulation, the total of which might to-day be a million or so more than it actually 
is if no goid had becn sold. At the time of writing the Minister of Finance is 
Said to be seriously considering lottery or other loans, in which he hopes the public 
may bo tempted to invest surplus funds. The sale of Government loans is also 
tinder consideration with the same object, but this is a matter which will require 
to be handled very carefully indeed in view of the tribal interests involved 


Conclusion. 
31. The experience of the past year has once again proved the high value 
Of British policy towards this country. Iraq, indeed, to-day represents a political 
experiment the success of which has been so great up to date that it passes well 
nigh unnoticed, and so there is danger of its being taken as a matter of course. 
is is much to be deprecated, Although there is at present no demand for any 
tevision of the Anglo-Iragi Treaty, nor any wilful obstruction of British wishes 
by the Iraqi Government or people, it would be a grave error to suppose that we 
can safely sit back and relax ‘either our constant political or economic 
‘Watchfulness or our effective public relations work. ‘The scene in this country can 
hange with startling rapidity and complacency is not consequently to be desired. 
Tndeal, as the events of 1948 tend to show, problems in Iraq will increase in 
‘number and complexity as the war recedes farther and farther from the Middle 
East, In the circumstances it may be hoped that there will be no tendency to 
‘assume that, because for the last three years Traq has given no trouble, she may 
safely be discriminated against in favour of more tiresome or more powerful or 
more noisy neighbours. The Iragis watch very carefully what goes on in Egypt, 
in Persia, even in Turkey and Syria, and they easily resent others receiving greater 
Apparent benefits at British hands than they seem to do Rightly or wrongly, 
there was in 1943 a disposition—not altogether confined to Tragis—to feel that, 
in comparison with Egypt and Persia in particular, this kingdom did lees well 
than she bad a right to expect. Although it has not yet become known here, the 
Fact that twelve Persian officers are, for example, being trained by the Royal Air 
Force in the United Kingdom free, gratis and for nothing cheek by jow! with six 
‘Young Traqi brothers-in-arms who will each cost their Government £9,000, may 
‘ne day be hard to explain convincingly. Tt is essential, if we are to retain and 
develop our valuable stake in this country, which is important to us politically and 
strategically and economically, to lose no opportunity of convincing its inhabitants 
that their close associations with Britain redound to their own concrete and 
material benefit 
‘32 rag is likely to emerge from the present world war in @ prosperous 
condition and, from our point of view, with a more healthy outlook than ever 
before. The latter will be in part due to the fact that it is becoming more and 
more widely appreciated here that small countries incapable of defending 
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themselves must have powerful friends if their independence is to endure and 
heir politico economic development to go forward This must not, however; be 
tic tl The eb ra dee 
neon ig e country is rich in undev 

especially agricultural, and should provide a valuable porate nine t for 
manufacture! goods, engineering products, &. Tt ought wo be possible for us 5 
take full advantage of many new opportunities for British enterprise. But 
aati ‘7 investment will be necessary, and some risks will also have to be 
run. Now that post-war planning fins actually begun in Iraq (projected railway 
developments Cs proposed Bekhme dam, the establishment of new local 
industries such as, for example, modern tanneries), we shoul lose no time in 
mudying possibilities, Others are already doing eo, and in this connexion it is 
Perhisps worth adding that the Americans particularly are carefully surveying the 
whole position," Moreover, they are not blind to the importance of vacating 
foorwill in advance, In 1043 mich interest was aronsed in Bagdad by a amour 
ze oaae Gaited States foundation was contemplating building a new hospital 
fare competition, eWay nest be Nope that we il ot cion eee 

petition, bi at least be hoped that we will not allow oursely 

Siren eer teehee each aurea caine 
land of wide but noglected spaces can never be anything but desert * 





(B 1908/37/93) No. 5. 
Sir K, Cornwallis to Mr. Eden.—(Received 25th March.) 


aon Bagdad, 14th 
aS et parr of my cn oF of the 6 Mah 1 
on which he wished the Governtnsar a ee we Species paieiog. ont the ieee 


2. I have since had time to study this paper and to discuss it with His 


Royal Highnows, It is divide 
oyal Highness, It is divided into twelve principal paragraphs, cach containing 


proposals for the improvement of a. partie 
of a particular 
1n the political customs of the country. It is not a suce 
the politi a i sinetly drafted 
3 obacuro phrasing often leaves Fis Hoyal Highnoas's preci meaning aeowhet 
ji: doubt. 1 ann not therefore troubling you, Sir, with the fulltext, which would 
eee ak lamina T shall endeavour to give you an outline of its 
Ueswon tn diasion with 9 acceso aa 
4, ‘The firwt three paragraphs of His Royal Highness’s paper e 
tively with Fag’ vations with Great Beta, br foreign pelty aod Wr alice 
pvards Arab union. These are. by comparison with most of the Tater porn 
Aiapbe. clear and brief, and T enclose a full translation of them as an appendix to 
{ie despatch,” 1¢ will be seen thatthe Regent gives first, place to the consolidad 
of the present happy relations beeween fraq and her "great British ally” ‘and 
saviour ele emt ino a sald other frendeip”™ uniting the two 
his o benefit from the servic es 
ved by the tragi Government, and emphasises chat these alate i 
seeeetnech masphere of Anglo-Tragi goodwill, realise that their labours are 
tundone to that end and, Shally, declares that he ecards the canoe wot 
Cal it ora ate taal, declare, tate regal the policy of Arab 
y spon Tragi sovereignty nor upon the rights of minoriti 
in this country, but as a means of promoting dari wag ail the Aah 
Y, ‘of promoting solidarity a 
peoples, T see nothing to eriticise int these thas yon eee: 
they impress me as being admirably constructive an wed Tee omer 
ichint te fourth paragraph deans the improvement 
including the army and the police. His Royal Highness 
id ineffiviency which now discredit these servi 
ney which now di ese services, and mia 


fect of the administratio 
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5. 1 pointed out to His Royal Highness in the course of my audience on 
the 11th March the dislocation which the adoption of his proposals would cause. 
Tagreed that the laws in question stood in need of revision, but their defects 
‘were already well known, and it appeared unnecessary, and indeed most undesir 
ble, to have a period of five years’ uncertainty. I therefore suggested that a 
strong committee should be appointed to study each of these laws and that he, 
himself, in making known his wishes, should abstain from entering into unneces: 
sary detail. It would, 1 thought, be enough for him to state shortly the ills 
fafiecting the public services and to propose the setting up of strong official 
Gommities to study remedies, His Hoyal Highness seemed disposed to accept 
this idea. 

6. ‘The Regent's fifth paragraph proposes the equalising of army and civil 
service pensions. Tho army at present enjoy better terms. ‘The scheme is sound 

fh in principle, but I have warned His Royal Highness that there will be 
trouble if any reductions in army pensions are made retrospective, 

7. Paragraph 6 calls for more control over the army to be given to the King 
in order to stop political activity among the officers. His Royal Highness 
‘explained to me that it was not his idea to alter in any way the Constitution, nor 
does be hanker at all for dictatorial powers, but he feels that Royal agreement 
should be sought in many matters concerning which decisions now Tay within the 
Power of the Ministry of Defence. He thought that this end could be secured by: 
Resuitable amendment of the Regulations of the Ministry. He said that ho wanted 
to keep in close touch with the head of the British Military Mission, and to ensure 
that the latter's advice were followed. : 

8. Paragraphs 7 and 8 cover important prin plow of land policy. His Royal 
Highness wants capricious grants of State property to influential people to. be 
‘ended and all such alienations of land to bo controlled by regulations safeguard if 
tho rights of the caltivators and bringing distribution under the light of ful 

blicity. He also urges that a constructive financial policy should be laid down 
for tho development and exploitation of State lands. 1 regard both proposals ax 
good and well-timed, and 1 also note with pleasure that His Royal Highnew 
Advocates the improvement and expansion of urban and inter-urban transport 
ion, and uh promotion of in fustrial enterprise, in each caxe with State assistance, 
Ina neglected and primitive country such as this it is uacless to rely upon private 
initiative and investment for internal development of this nature. Tho Stato 
‘must show the way and, at any rate in the beginning, provide mach of the capital, 
which in turn implies official planning and control. The ninth paragraph of th 
Regent's paper advocates the creation of a Sopply Ministry and » Ministry of 
Agriculture. ‘The Cabinet are already studying a law creating: 
Supply but, regarding a Ministry of Agriculture, I have pointed out to the 
‘Amir that although this idea is all right in principle, such a Ministry should not, 
Tootaider, be set up before the Ministry of Supply had got into its stride. Even 
then the plan would need careful consideration from the point of view of staff, 
‘since 1 doubted whether the requisite officials wore at present, available, 
‘and a Ministry of Agriculture stafled with incompetent. and inexperienced mon 
‘ould do great harm.. ‘The paper goes on to propose a.‘ five-year plan"? for irriga- 
tion, to be accompanied by the encouragement of the immigration of Arab settlers 
from neighbouring countries to provide labour for the now areas to bo brought 
under cultivation. This idea appears to me excellent, and I have encouraged the 
Regent to go abend with it ae 

D. Paragraph 11 discusses the reorganisation of elementary, primary and 
secondary education. ‘The Regent's ideas are, I fear, ill-digested and amateurish, 
but T believe [can persuade him not to press them on the Cabinet before he and 
T have had time to consult Mr. Ritchie, the newly-appointed British adviser to 
the Ministry of Education 

10. The paper conclades with a somewhat jejune advocacy of the advantages 
of political parties in a democratic State. A. promise that encouragement would 
be feiven to the formation of euch parties was incinded in the Speech from the 
‘Throne at the opening of the present Parliament, but none have yet been formed 
and His Royal Highness has, I think, the idea that Nuri is being obstructive 
This may be so, bat on the other hand it does not appear that any of the snore 
reputable o sible people in_public life have yet sought permission to form 
parties, I Shon haps make it clear that His Royal Highness was at pains 
Parsure me that he ie not in favour of the single party State, as in Turkey. 
In this T believe his views to be well-founded. a 4 

TL. Taking the programme as a whole, there is much sound sense in it, and 
Thave told the Regent 20. tis a good sign that he shoald take an interest 1m all 
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these things. I have pointed out to him, however, that it covers a great deal of 
Fe agearued him that he must not expect any Cabinet to be able to pat all 
OF it into effect. ‘The best results would, I suggested, probably be achieved if +t 
Were taken up piece-meal and thoroughly. 

12. There are at least two subjects of importance which to my regret found 
no place in the Regent’s draft, namely — 


(a) public health, and (0) decentralisation. 


As regards the former, an early improvement in the Ministry of Social Affaire 
is \itally necessary. If there were adequate medical facilities within reach of all 
and if more attention could be devoted to maternity and infant welfare especially, 
the population would increase to provide the labour reserve so urgently required 
if the country is to advance as it should. As a beginning there ought fe 
fiew. to be a dresser in every village, a clinic in each “" hahiya” asda emath 
hospital in all *“qadhas.” Doctors —now reluctant to settle in the provines 
ould be properly housed, better disciplined and subjected to inspection. from 
headquarters. “I have already urged such reforms in contereaton eee Traqi 
Prime Minister and others, and I repeated them to His Royal Highness, li, 
1 would like to stress that in the realm of public health there a etvike 
Sbportunity for British assistance to Iraq which I trust will not be neglect 
ih the post-war era, Apart from any other consideration, this land of mysterious 
fovers ollers great scope for research and I would like to sce Britain taking the 
load in this respect, for greater facilities for scieutifc investigation, de are 
Greatly needed. I recall that some years back the Lords Commissioners of fire 
Majesty's Treasury found it possible to contribute £10,000 towards the establish. 
ment of a girls’ school in Alexandria. I can think of no more beneficial investeare 
iu Iraqi goodwill, nor one more likely to assist our influence, than some generous 
Britinh gift aimed at the betterment of public health in this country 

13, As regards decentralisation, which I also discussed 
Highness, there is to-day far too great a tendene 
Bagdad. "There ix need to develo 
administration law which has just been 
this connexion, but much preparatory work. will 
wee engineering schools founded. i 
directorate and 


‘mention 
progress of one sort or 
another, and to indicate t tions in which progressive action 
in possible, direct the attention of the Regent 
pportunities for constructive endeavour. 
nding copies of this despatch to the Minister Resident. 3 
Fast, Cairo, His Majewy's High Commissioner for Palestine and Trans, 
the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, the Political Agent at Koweit, th 
Folitical Intelligence Centre, Middle East, the Government of India, and te Hie 
Majesty's consular officers at Basra and Mosu 
T have, &e. 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 
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ture of the resulting 
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2 Foreign policy, in so far as it concerns the Anglo-Jraqi alliance, rests on 
three fundamental factors :— = 
Pictly-—The development of good relations between Iraq and er ales 
ith whom Iraq is bouud by the Atlantic Charter. = 
Fe retaly =the oxcahioatedv Mail earesouance ot iriendship, between 
Iraq and limitrophe States and the removal of obstructions which limit ( 
cope of) these relati is 
ng ny iy ml th 
ed, by the Axis Powers, the wiping out of any (remaining) influence o' 
against such Powers or their agents in order to prevent theit penetration into 
Iraq to disturb its peace or corrupt the spirit and morals of its people 


3 icy is not held by Traq merely as a (plank of) foreign 
fy wees a varyaneroe af ood sien emegarl ateiaee ail rote, 
Shove all considecativns with Alistinctive foskares of Hows. oe howeter, does 
ct sndence of unity of Iraq, nor does it infringe or a r 
Beat any iosittioa iropialinrand Snoving Treg nationality, regardless 


‘of the language such individual speaks or his nace or his religios, On the 


jould serve to promote solidarity 
this conception of the Arab alliance should seve to promte sclidarity 

ion among the inhabitants of Traq and make for equality of rig! 
Sinong thom anv esoal Sajcyament of all tbe benchia tonterred by the Catton, 
without prefereatial treatment of any form for any race or any indivi ual 
ct ich principles Iraq will assume a position of distinction such as wi 
Sear rain coring formition of tbe Avabvallisace and tse'dafeaée of the 


rights of the Arabs. 
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CHAPTER III.—PERSIA. 


(A) Miscellaneous, 
(B 117/35 /34) No. 6. 


Tour in Bakhtiari, Chehar Mahal, Fereidan, Khumain, Ali Gudars and 
Gulpaigan—(Received 6th January, 1944) 


(Georei) 12th Indian Division Mobile Dispensary Report No, 4. 
General-—During the first half of September the otlicer 
sccmpisial Hat Mest ight af Seen, he ter otmanding 
Chebar Mahal and in Bakhtiari try north of the Zardeh Kuh, ‘Travelling as 
fussts of Morteza Quli Khan, Governor of Bakhtiari, the party was accompanied 
itis third sous Ambir Bahinan Khan, and by the Kalantar of the Bakhtiatwand, 
ersut, Abmedi and Babad nd ‘eyless me i 
Hans, Eaecal di tribes, and by Dr. Feylessoufi, a Persian 
‘ ‘Sick were treated among the Babadi and Baba Abr and it 
Chehariahal villages, A visit was paid to the Karkunaa tating, the tite of 
Shah \bbas’s attempt to divert the headwaters of the Karun river into. the 
Zayendeh Rud, and to the Tang-iGazzi, where it is proposed to construct. 
dat on the latter river to increwse the water supply of Isfahan, The Katsostan 
Se eee) ves eae to we the wreckage of a RAF, Vincent plane 
ich crashed last Januar wempts 10 locate the bodien o 
Ser gute r¥, Dut attempts to locate the bodies of the missing 
During the third week of September the wu it was delaye 
unit was delayed in Isfahan 
tate A al of winter clothing and rations, which were finally found 
During late September and October the unit acco i : 
Khumain, Ali, Gudarz, Gulpaigan and Khunsar districts and at Fereidan 
Government officials, doctors and the more important landowners were contacted 
and sick wore treated in twenty-five villages on thirty different occasions, Six 
days were spent with part of the Mahmud Saleh and Moghui tribes of the Chel 
Vang, and & number of the latter khans were received oF Visited, Sari 
an ienerad Conditions Encountered.—Coming into thie country trom S 
Kurdistan and Kermanshah, one fe impremed amome nthor ile ty lis grean 
Prosperity it larger and les dlapidated villages, and by the ardinees of its 
people, The absence or pavcity of malaria consequent on the higher altitud 
and on the lower rainfall which has led to the Ghanat system of irrigation =} 
important factor in determining these differences. Also only. tough mentee 
Faces are able to withstand the extreme rigours of winter, a fact which must have 
influenced Shah Abbas when he organised a mass migration of Armenians, 
Geongian and Turki race ato the then depopulated Ferd rea 
he degree of prosperity or destitution varies from village to vi 
in determined bya numberof factors among whichare se see fee an 
‘and water supply, the presence or absence of Persian troops and gendareote oy 
hore iemportant, the way in which the village and its surrounding lands aro 
own he best villages are often those in the hands of an hereditary “ lord of 
manor ” who lives there in feudal style and concerns himself in the welfacc 
frople, protecting them by his influence from outside extortion and violence 
He will provide them with such amenities as.a public bath. will take un ivy 
in the nick ‘and pay their expenses to hospital, will obtain for them their entitle, 
ment of tmanopoly goods, such as ten and sugar at Government rates, acd eal 
ed them in time of famine by loans or from his own pocket.” The upheoy or 
the Ghanat system, its extensions and renewals, is also his responsibility. Tn 
turn he will ke hie dir of the heat and his proportion ofthe other Prstees 
" d lic he will be treated with all the outw: of 
Teepe by the villager, hether be increases his wealth wil ped ane fa 
oes his honsehol na pos) ich are usually very great) and the number of 
Unfortunately the feudal ideal is seldom approached. The 


Privately-owned villages are in the hands of parttime or wholetime ah inion 


a 


Jint an agent to look after their interests, who extorts a 
erreegatin oe profits for himself or sublets his duties to a. third party 
‘Absentee landlordism is seen at its worst in the neighbourhood of the big towns 
like Sultanabad where the more easily accessible villages are bought up like 
stocks and shares by nowseaus-riches contractors and officials who have profited 
from present instability and unbridled corruption. Conditions in these villages 

rible. 

cai ee Fereidan most are owned either by the leading villagers themselves or 
by a number of outside parties. Such villages may be fairly wealthy and 
prosperous, but unless a major share is owned by someone of influence they may 
suffer from the lack of a protector to push forward their interests, The 
‘Armenians in Fereidan with their remarkable corporate spirit are fairly well 
capable of looking after themselves. f 

‘Corruption.—So much does bribery enter into every transaction that an 
honest man finds no place in public affairs. A “straight " official is "\a spoke in 
the wheel " because he interrupts the whole mechanism of bribery, both above 
him and below him, and every attempt is made by false accusations to remove 
him. Hence the majority, whether they like it or not, and however good their 
intentions, are forced to succumb to the system. Pages could be filled with the 
ways in which a Bakshdar is able to feather his nest from those under him, and 
‘one hears of quite minor officials, such as a corporal of the gendarmerie, acquiring. 
large fortunes in the space of less than a year. Some of the best people refuse 
to engage in public affairs, retiring to their villages and perhaps hoping for an 
opportunity to quit the country, for which they see no future after the war. 

‘The false accusation is used by the unscrupulous as a means of removing 
rivals in office or of damaging the interests of enemies or neighbouring land- 
owners, Small fortunes will be spent on telegrams to high officials and on 
scurrilous pamphlets and propaganda, there being mo law of libel whereby the 
unfortunate accused can clear his name. Genuine complaints become lost in a 
sea of lies, and arrival at the trath ix a problem for the judicial expert, 


The Army, 5 
‘Tho army in the Chehar Mahal and Fereidan is demoralived and finished 
as a fighting force. Officials like Morteza Quli Khan and his Bakhshdars rely 
u ir own tofangehis and sowars to enforce their will, with a nominal force 
of Persian army in the background. In villages like Akhureh Hala, until 
recently the beadquartors of a battalion, the army drained the population of 
supplies without payment, spread venereal dixease by the habit of taking 
temporary wives and gave no security to neighbouring villages against Bakhtiary 
thieves and raiders. The general opinion is that nowadays military operations 
against the tribes serve only to arm the latter at the expense of the soldiery. 

‘The state of the army is not surprising in the light of the iniquitous methods 
by which conscription is enforced, and the way in which the wretched conscripts 
‘are maintained. The sick and infirm are bullied into paying bribes to avoid bein 
called up. If they refuse they may be ordered to proceed to Tehran for medical 
examination (although a doctor is available on the spot) in the hope that the 
prospect of the cost and discomfort of the journey will extract the necessary 

If they die on the way no one will care or worry. Lucky the conscript 
who receives his 12 rials a month, and hungry the one who refuses to steal for 
his meals. Eventually he will be discharged, dirty. disillasioned and cynical, and 
as likely as not sick from venereal disease. 


Gendarmerie. 

‘What little was scen of the gendarmerie was sufficient to confirm all previous 
impressions about them. Whether it be their slovenly untidiness or the men 
themselves, one feels that they have been recruited from the dirtiest seallywags 
and scoundrels that conld be found, 


Description of Areas Visited. 
(9) Bakhtiari. 

Several tribes were visited north of the great mountain barrier which 
separates the Bakhtiari Pusht-i-Kuh to the south from the Chehar Mahal, 
Fereidan and Ali Gudare districts to the north,” Following pon ervel and 
‘unsympathetic military governorships, the two rival septs of Haft Lang and 
Chehar Lang are now joined together for the first time since Reza Shah under 
the experienced rule of Morteza Quli Khan of the Ikhani family of Haft Lang 








With him are a number of his sons, two of whom be has appointed Bakbshdars 
over different tribal groups. Many of the old khans, softened by the comforts 
and excesses of town life, have returned to their estates in the Chahar Mahal and 
Fereidan from which the jealousies and fears of the late Shah had caused them 
to be banished, but in which they are now sharing in the reascendancy of their 
family to something like its former grandeur. 

Of the Haft Lang. tribes, the Babadi and Baba Ahmedi camp on the high 
grasslands and valleys north of the Zardeh Kuh, where they pass the summer in 
the shadow of splendid snow-capped peaks. Their lands are watored by vast 
springs, the source of the Karun-and Zayandeh Rud rivers, and have agricultural 
possibilities beyond those which are now exploited. The wilder tribesman 
merely scratches the earth and sows sufficient for his family needs, depending on 
his flocks for the fats and wool and hides which he barters for what he cannot 
produce himself, 

During October when the harvest is gathered in and stored away and the 
coming summer's crop has been sown, most families pack up and cross the 
Tmountains with their Rocks, moving by short stages through forest aed gorge and 
by raft across riverto their winter quarters north of the oilfields. Each tribe has 
its own jealously guarded routes, some of which are only passable for animals 
with great difficulty, and one of which 2ig-rags over a 13,000 foot pass on the 
Zardeh Kuh. The parallel movement of tribes is necessary 50 that the flocks of 
each may find sufficient pasture for the journey, the woaker ones having to be 
content with the more difficult and therefore less easily grazable tracks, 

h family has its sheep, goats, an ass or two and perhaps a horse, and lives 
in archaic simplicity in the rudeat of tents, Most af the day's work falla npon the 
women, but the men when not talking, smoking or guarding. the flocks from 
predatory neighbours are magnificent horsemen, firing from the saddle with 
fraceful cane whilst travelling at peed over boulder strewn countty. ‘The Babadi 

wrses are unshiod and aro remarkable for their mountaineering agility and path 
finding qualities, which rival thoe of mules. ‘The lattor, for the breeding of 
which the Bakhtiaris used to be famous, are now found only in very snail 
numbers, the growth of motor transport. having killed outside demands for them, 

Each tribe hus ita Kalantar appointed or recognised by the Governor and 
rorponsible to him through, the Bakhshdars. Previously both the Tikhant and 
Haji Tkhant families of Haft Lang appointed their own Kalantars, bat this 
duality is being done away with by Morteza Quli Khan, A family connexion 
between the tribes and the Khans is maintained by some of the Kalantars marry. 


ing the daughters of the kbans, usually those from concubines or temporary wives, 
whilst the khans themselves may take a wife from the tribes. ‘The average 
tribesman, swarthy, of good physique and rugged in appearance, js simple and 
childlike in his ways, is potentially ferocions and loves showing off his prowess at 
aarins, and is shy of coming into the villages or towne. If frightened, he may slip 
‘away into the mountains like a wild deer. Tv is doubful if his loyalties extend 
tauch beyond his sub-tribe, but throngh the Kadkhodas and Kalaniars a venera- 
tion is still shown towards the khans, which is all the more remarkable as the 
latter have long ceased to dwell or move with their people exwpt in time of 
rebellion or when travelling on tour, — 
The Chehar Lang sept, some tribes of which enter into the Fereidan and 
spread northwards from the Pusht-i-Kub into the Ali Gudarz district over the 
harrier formed by the Shahin, Quleh and Ushteran mountains. lacks the 
idarity of the Haft Lang, and has no ancient ruling family of kbans to which 
all tribes are subservient. Of the two tribes visited the settled section of the 
Mahmud Saleh has woven itself into the fabric of Fereidan and extende south and 
south-east towards the border of the Haft Lang. Morteza Quli Khan. has 
appointed Mardani, a lesser khan, from one of its families, as Bakhshdar of the 
Chehar Lang summer quariery whilt the ambitious ied jaloee Sosa Shuja 
from another family hax been given the wheat contract for the Darin area of 
Fereidan, and is being made Bakhshdar for the winter quarters of the Chehar 


ng. 
"Phe Moghui tribe of 6000 families are entirely sdtled in the Pushti-Kuh, 
where they are accessible only by horse. and in the south-east Ali Gudarz dist 
bordering on the Georgian villages of Fereidan. ‘Their wealthy chief, Haji 
Mehdi Quli Khan, whose lice-ridden qaleh at Ab-Barik is barely accessible by cat, 
js a genial old rascal, heavily addicted to the opium pipe, and has a powerful 


backing of sowars, some armed with stolen American rifles (Reinington) purchased 
from other tribes of the Chehar Lang: His men do not participate in the wealth 
of their chief, but seem happy s0 long as they are on a horse and have a rifle in 
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i His extensive lands are well watered and produce a rich crop of 
Whee er ehich he bos contracted to sll Tange ahare Co the Government tit 
Year. “Among his villagers are a nnmber of Armenians whom he respects and 
‘tolerates for their industry and skill as cultivators. ; 

- Waste it is necessary for him to have an armed force to protect himself aro 
more predatory tribes, he acknavledges neither Morteza Quli Khan nor any of the 
Chehar Lang officials, and he and his men may well be a source of trouble in the 
fature as he cat always slip away with his sowars to his properties in the Pusht- 
Kub, even though this would expose him to considerable losses in the Ali Gudarz 


0, promising loot and arms, tical or acquisitive 
Tide ?"Thie ie cepecially to tn’ times of national demoralieation and confusion 
such as exist to-day. | Moreover important trade routes wil be harasted or closed 

m valuable country lost. to development. : 
ant pomicte te be ia, nomad he has lite’ to lose and amach to gain, from 
lawlessness, and can always take refuge in mountain fustnesses and "diz 
whence only major military operations can dislodge him. Complete disarma- 
nent cast oily follow complete settlement, and s0 long as one or two tribes remain 
‘unsettled then others will need arms for self-protection, 
roblem was tackled by Morteza Quli Khan during Shah Pablovi's reign, 
ition of a military governorship, and most of the tribes were 
ed either in their winter or summer quarters. However, the oppression 
Trlitary gyveraors earth chase Unt followed the late Shah's departure combined 
to drive most families back to their nomadic way of living. coe j 
the chief problem of settlement, apart from that of breaking immemorial 
independence, is that of maintaining the flocks. As a first stage, some are 
allowed to proceed to the winter quarters with tho flocks whilst the remainder stay 
in the hills, building themselves villages and engaging in cultivation, which will 
Offset the loss of the felds in their summer quarters and the diminution of the size 
of their flocks, It is important that women should accompany them so that the 
sheep and goais may be milked during the long journey and the produce stored in 
goatskin bags. Ata later stage it has been found possible to do away altogether 
with the migration of ube focks which, nstend, are aeltered over wiiter atid fod 
asses when the snow lies deep on the ground. 
ween ee important that the setlement bo organtood by thelé Gin ‘khan, who 
understand the problems involved and allot territory and define boundaries for 
each of the tribes, and not by Government officials oF the military, some of whose 
efforts in the past have savoured snore of annihilation than of settlement. Again, 
it is necessary that they be allotted healthy areas or they will soon degenerate 
from the effects of malaria as has happened to many of the Lur tribes around 
Khorramabad and Alishtar. This and the added eflecte of heat are more likely 
to take their toll in the summer quarters than in the healthy winter quarters nort 
of the Zardeh Kuh, i i 
Hae ctcmatelysettled tribesmen fall easy victims to opium and other vies, 
like their khans, many of whom are now emasculated from over-indulgence, opium 
‘and diseass, But this is a price that will have to be paid so long as conditions in 


Persia remain as they are. 


(b) Fereidan, jj ‘ 
Fersidan, which is entered from the north through « gap in the mountains 

‘ontains some of the highest permanently set i 
Th Dinter the anv piles high and deives loth men aitd beasts into-n hibernation 
from which it is difhcolt for thems to emerge.. ‘The cattle and pack animals find 
shelter in underground tunnels, whilst the villagers lie huddled together in an 
sratcesve atmogpbere of buraing dung in which fice thrive and the threat of 


Pte cariely of races which it harbours and their virility makes this one of 


i ‘districts in Persia, The bulk of the people is Turki with a 
ee ee, or femal Bact toe 
declined under Reza Shah, but is rising again and shows itself in the number 
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of sowars and tofangchis, who swagger abont armed in the villages, and in the 
attempts their Khans are making to restore their ol ie 

were bought by Khunsaris, * ipemrmusi eeu tec ise 

,_., Seattered among Turki and Bakhtiari are twenty-four Armenian and nine 
Georgian villages, whilst at the northern gateway there is sprinkling of Peremer 
The Turks and Caucasians were transplanted there by Shah Abbas atthe 
beginning of the 17th century. The Turks, who still speak Turki, impress one 
fas being taller, *‘rosier "” and healthier than nearby Persians, especially the 
women, although in other ways they are little different from their neighbours. 
The easy-going Georgians, whose nine villages contre round Akhureh Bala in the 
‘west, were converted two centuries ago by the Mullahs of Shah Sultan Hussein, 
since when, whilst retaining their language, they have lost much of their 
individuality by inter-marriage with Moslems of other races. However, many are 
rosy-faced with a sprinkling of fair and blue-eyed, and some of their carpets are 
distinctly Caucasian in design. ‘Their homes are substantially built and well 
embellished with woodwork, some of which is carved. Some of their Khans are 
men of influence and have a backing of sowars. Akhureh Bala serves as a market 
centre for the Bakhtiari tribes to the south, and has until recently harboured a 
Bakhehdar and a large garrison. An account of the Armenians in the Fereidan 
is being appended to the next report 

Fereidan is a rich granary and supplies Isfahan with part of its needs. ‘The 
Government share of the crop is being collected by contractors, all of whom are 
Jocal landowners, some with an armed backing like the Salar Shuja and Mohamed 
Ali Mardani; hence the usual tales of injustice and partiality are heard. By 
bribing the collectors some owners are able to retain most of their wheat, hoarding 
and selling it at a handsome profit in the bazaars if it can be smuggled to 
Nejafuhad oF Isfahan. To offset thin tendency those who bring forward their 
whoat are rewarded by « proportionate allotment of monopoly goods such as tea 
ind ugar at the more reasonable Government prices, and illicitly retained wheat 
(in theory) is confiscated by the Government without payment. 
Carpets are woven in every village, and a high quality arak is distilled by 

tho Armenians from sour green grapes and exported ax far ax India, Excellent 

tate are cultivated and consumed by the well-to-do and by Armeniana, bat the 
Moslem population is projudiced against them, which ix a pity ax any amount 
could be grown. A similar reluctance is shown by Moslems to adopt oxen for 
drawing carts, a system of transport which is successfully exploited in moat 
Armenian villages, 


(0) G@ulpaigan and Khunsar, 

Although Gulpaigan is the seat of a farmandar who governs a small disteiet 
in which Khunsar is included, the latter is more important both in size of 
oeulation and in the influence and power of its merchant Tandowners. The 

hunsaris, who resent being governed from Gulpaigan, point out that their 
affinities lis more with Iafahan than with Gulpaigan and Sultanabad, as the bulk 
of their trade is with the East and with Northern Fereidan, for which Khunaar 
Js the chief market centre. Rivalry between the two had reached its height at 
the time of our arrival, the election findings having just been announced with the 
result that Dr. Shahidi, sore from the defeat at the hands of his opponent from 
Gulpaigan, was comforting himself with the usual complaints that the votes had 
boon, tampered with. 

Gulpaigan and its satellite villages lie among fruit gardens in an otherwise 
exposed plain which suffers from a s ‘of water which an elaborate system 
of ghanaats is unable to offset. Besides wheat, opium and fruit, some cotton is 
grown. Malaria, the outcome of neglecta ditches, levies a tall on the inabitanta 
which is greater than a 6,000-feet altitude would suggest. 

Khunear, the centre of a Bakhshdar, is strung out amidst orchards and 
greenery, in ‘one of the most beautiful and well-watered valleys in Persia, 

rated from Fervidan by the great Khunsar range through a gap in which a 
‘well-trodden trade route passes. Among its exports are dried fruits, nuts, timber, 
gaz, wooden spoons, carpets, honey and castor oil. The gaz, a form of manna, is 
bollected from the leaves of a wild tamarisk bush from which it exudes and 
shaken off in autumn. Mixed with sugar, pistachios and a little white of egg, it 
is made into a sweetmeat which is exported to other parts of Persia. ‘The sherhet 
spoons, carved from pear-wood, for which Khunsar used to be famed, are now of 

‘erudest workmanship. Wood carving and painting, like other arts, bas 
degenerated and can only now be seen in the fine wooden ceilings of the older 
houses, whose panels are gaily painted with a variety of floral and animal designs. 
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To invest wealth and to offset the local shortage of corn, enough of which 
cannot be cultivated in so narrow a valley, a number of Khunsar merchants 
acquired land in Fereidan, bought cheaply from Bakhtiari and other exiles during 
the late Shah's reign. They are now finding difficulty in removing their corn, 
Bakhtiari rifles proving more powerful than their protests, and are inclined to 
sell back properties to their former owners. 


(4) Khumain. 

‘The broad mountain valleys of Khumain would largely be desert were it not 
for the ghanaats on the upkeep of which the whole fertility of the and depends 
The people are a mixture of Turki and Persian with a few Armenian villages 
scattered about. They are hardy and have to struggle for a living in a climate 
only Jess severe than that of Fereidan, but largely free from malaria. A big 
Proportion of the villages is privately owned, many by absentee landlords whose 
Interests lie in Sultanabad, rather than in the country. Oppression from officials 
is extreme. 


(0), Ali Gudars. 

‘This district, which comes under Sultanabad for administrative and under 
Khorramabad for military purposes, was visited in its northern, eastern an 
south-western portions, In the north, around Dum-i-Siah, is some of the richest 
“daim "land in Persia. As one follows the railway from Azna towards Dorond 
‘along the Marbora River the water supply is swelled hy springs from the Ushteran 
massif and allows the growing of rice, ‘This is the eastern horder of the ** re 
malaria belt which extends west across Luristan. Many of the villages in this 
park are peopled by settled Sagwand Lurs and are neighbours of Chebar Lang 
Tribeament rho raid them at intervals from their summer quarters in the uplands 
north of Usbteran Kuh. 

Treatment was given in one of these Lur villages owned by Hamid Khan 
Bakhtiar of the Haji Ukhani family of Haft Lang. Only since the departure of 
Reza Shah have he and others of his family been allowed to return to their villages, 
which have heen subjected to unrestrained oppression during their absence, with a 
‘consequent falling off in the area under cultivation, Tn our party was the son of 
& Minister in, the late Cabinet with whom the Kadkhuda had an amusing. alter 
cation, It is not often,” said the latter, ‘* that such an important person comes 
to visit ns, We will hold you a hostage until you give back the money and. pro: 

wrty which your father and the Government have stolen from us. Where is itt 

Pook at the wisery into which you have plunged us|” To which the wretched boy 
could find no answer, whilst our host, Hamid Khan, tactfully changed. the 
conversation 

‘The eastern Ali Gudarz area has been mentioned under the Chehar Lang 
Bakhtiari. If the numerous complaints we heard can be believed, oppression from 
the Bakhshdar and Government officials at Ali Gudarz. rests heavily upon the 
whole of their area, whilst the Government wheat collector has acquired a 


stupendous fortane. 


(f) Chehar Mahal. eatite 
‘As this district is being visited again, it will be described in the next report. 


Public Relations and Propaganda Value. 


doubt that, until fairly recently, the majority of Persians were 
committed against the British cause and that, thongh much of this feeling has 
how been neutralised or driven underground by the recent changes in the fortunes 
of the war, a very appreciable anti-British feeling still exists, From conversation 
with friendly and enlightened Persians it is borne out that our initial support 
‘of Rhez Shah has been distorted among the people into an idea that we approved 
of all his Inter doings and are therefore the cause of all the suffering which he 
brought about. This idea has found general acceptance among the masses, and 
has been skilfully played upon by enemy propagandists, both before and during 
the war, Again, when we entered the country in 1941 the release of the late 
Shah's restrictions gave rise to short-lived hopes that the millenium was at hand, 
instead of which conditions have steadily deteriorated. ‘The people cannot believe 
that we are not directly responsible for this state of affairs, holding to a fixed 
‘opinion that, as we have entered the country, we are therefore, behind the scenes, if 
not openly, the approvers of all that gors on 
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Such subtleties as the occupation of. country without interference in its 
fot can liairs are not easily grasped by the oriental mind. In irtnene easy 
situation pha gteials and others to blame us to the people for any mat onaen, 
of moh that may result from their own malpractices snch as an eed extortion 
Pomteat {rom some village or a local shortage of supplies on transport; and the 


Persians are very skilful at shifting the blame onto ohore, Then ehe part which 
ping Play in their internal affairs is all the more evidence te ean really 
play a major part. Exactly the same feclinge Cant regard to Traq_ were 
tbo alo ie i oicer commanding early this year when staying wel. Ret 
tribes along the Zab rivers, 

So, certain are they that the British are the hidden masters behind the scene 
that everything we do is apt to b 's 


e regarded as having an ulterior moti 

smallest actions and statements are carefully wateher 

suspicions lurk behind many a polite reception. 

Ly consciences which are the 

has come to remove or 

giving medi 

doctor ? 8 
son of the Nabi Zad 
afterwards at the 

dey 


good terms. A more elaborate scene 
Haji Mehdi Quli Khan's place 
regarded as being official a 
their personal quarrels, 
® governed by considerable prudence. 

One of the circumstances on which enemy Propaganda thrives is the ignorance 
Crouald alfaire and lack of education of even quite high offctels 44 officers, a 
Prition which is not improved by the lack of radios and nenete outlying parts. 
Working in this fertile medium itis possible for enemy agente oc aympathisers to 
Hreatd ories which gain a certain credence, such as that the Geom thier 2 
ilassa isa deltorat strategic withdrawal which is leading the Russians into 
gigantic trap. Again, rumours that the Germans are sonia ;, wlthongh seldom 
Frard these days, hay sult find a home in wome feeble brain. If t 
an be 0 easily misled, the possible effects of props 
Utter ignorance and illiteracy are the rule can ‘we 
average villager is not really interested in po 
welfare or some local scatidal. Ho rey 
decorations for his w 

‘The Persians’ f 
that itis not eas 


as they are always 
relations with them 


it propensitis wsations, 
Armenians d Persian 
ais, which becomes rather tiring after a time and doce the 

Armenian community no good, 

Ane meets quite a number of educated Persians, such as Gharaman Khan 
Bakhtiar and Reza Quli Khan Naseeri, who are genuinely friendly and spare no 
Enfortundtolye throw ay om them are of good character by our standare bee 
tunfortunately, through disilinsionment and horror at conlitinns their own 
correc adage a, take Part in public affairs. Their influence is tree 
‘correspondingly small, 

‘Much mstinderstanding can be dispelled by merely going around and meeting 
People in out-of-the-way places. When such contacts are reraionent by the givi 
of medical treatment the effect. is greatly enhanced Many officials and land. 
owners, inspired partly by curiosity, come out of their 
profess their pro- i 


in publie, If they can persuade one to 
locally, which they may use to fur 

there is no 
tunities of free 
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although much ofthis is inspired by the prospect of getting something f 
ae mon which they seldom encounter with their own countrys maid 
Fn ar dae cr elusive assed i et 
igre aah ba . t tions. 
Beant yor eee erent vc aS 
It is therefore inadvisable to deal with them other than throug! sneets 
Are, moreover, usually delighted that somecoe should bel p their peopl oa name 
it 10 is directis 
Btn digestacy et sear teakion bo co eniezorvres onal 
Sth eet y the villagers themselves present a 
i dlords or by the vi m 
dion ani ete na digester Gea 
them causes of their misery. In the co e 
facet pire ney tas not ‘yet found a voice, met are te 
fadoatrial workers and operatives of the big cities like Isfahan, aoe? pane 
party, Until such opinion is fostered and strongly mone a 
Srgatination, it is unlikely that tosh will bo done to es an Ts es 
deocies of landlords and oSicinle. Such evente ns tbe Wait o fre. dlopenenty 
Id in time excite a demand from the people for social betterm ul efor 
but itis feared that progress will be very slow. Russian social propaga 
Yot penetrated the area covered by this report, 





E 602/180) No. 7, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Received 2th Janwary,) 


(0: 10. Confdentiat Tehran, 7th January, 1944. 


Ni ll other events: 
E my despatch No, 462 of the 23rd November, 1943, al “ 
ated ake eee year were overshadowed by, the Tehran 
Confernace, which excited the interest and attered the vanity of the Persian 
People, who, had they been permitted, would have exhibited their felings in 
tei profes cf in sigh ees ahr ge guy 
Aisripatcd when, the “AggloWouian-Amnercan declaration aboot Persia, Was 
insued 


. io dri of Mr. Eden and 
scretio Jhran radio during the passage : 

Me. iiuil hemuph Tehonn tu October, which reveled Xbeir presence tothe world 
‘and might pomibly have endangered their safety on their way to 3 fouom lad:to 
Adoption of the severest measures of secrecy on the occasion of the Tehran 
miference Tntit Mr. Churchill — ee ere rene rena ny 
be Soviet Chargé di Affaires, ou instructions from Moxow, tad iaformed the 


wi 

Prime Tehran and had 

i posed to hold a conference in Teh ul 

the Prime Masister ov the would be ened tb rin Goer 
quest ich he rece thuisiastic approv rn 

A SShey (ion he ecg adn ‘the Prime Minister to deny this in 


st ‘The Shah ix said to have been 
Genta hy satya a tan, cay fer te 
ih a Sia eee was ary tense ie the two mr 
each of which ie surrounded by a Bgl val oe spared only by ait hich 
Bie Rocerels gar more dafwalt, as the Amettcan Legation is half le sway 
from the Soviet Embassy, in which, it being the senior of the three m a, the 
Stings of ts contri wore aacunes ly held, After fist having quarters 
Arrange for him in Hie Majesty's Legation and chen. establish hil 
the Agena Legal tion, Mr. Roosevelt finally moved into a house in the co mpound 
of the Soviet Embassy. He revealed to the press in the ted Sbatenthat be 
id this on being infermed by Marshal Stalin that there was a pl 
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‘was not mide up to'indnce the President to leave his own mission for that of the 
Soviets, it was invented by the Soviet security authorities to show that it is not 
only the British security authorities who can discover plots. The latter, it is 
true, discovered not only a plot but the plotters as well, but you can't always have 
everything. 

At the Moseow Conference the British and American representatives 
had made a great effort to secure agreement on the issue of a declaration which 
would reassure Persia as to the intentions of the Allies, but it was wrecked by 
the determined opposition of the Soviet delegates. This became known to the 
Shah and the Prime Minister apparently through the Americans here, who, 
howew that in the course of the conference the Russians had made 
known tion to remove their troops after the war in accordance with 
the terms of the Anglo-Soviet-Persian 
2th November, when Mr, Eden called on the Prime Minister, M. Sobeily stated 
that Tohran was expecting that some communiqué relating to Persia would 
appear as a result of the conference, ‘The communiqué, he suggested, should 
(1) recognise that Persia had done her best to help the Allies: (2) confirm the 
‘asaavancés in the Tripartite Treaty of January 1942 ax to the integrity and 
independence of Persia; and (3) xay something about economic assistance. A 

milar appeal was mace by the Shah when Mr, Churchill called ou him. “The 
Porsinns alroady know that the British and the Americans were both sympathetic, 

nd that all they bad to do was to secure the assent of the Russians. Tn the 
cordial atmosphere of the conference this assent was obtained, and a declaration 
embodying tho three points was eventually issued. ‘This declaration gave the 
greatest satisfaction to the Shah, the Persian Government and the Persian people, 
Who. seemed to attach almost. as much importance to the recognition of thei 
services (mainly afforded grudgingly under pressure) and their sufferings (largely 
the result of Persian incompetence atid venality) as to the renewed guarantee by 
the British and Ruasians of Persian territorial integrity and political indepen 
dence and its endorsement by the Americans, thongh there was certainly a feelin 
Cf rellof that the Allies, who had been half expected to” carve up "” Peraia, should 
have, on the contrary, given the most specific arurances to the contrary. 

4. Tt was agréed that the declaration about Persia should be published at 
tho name time ax tho main declaration drawn up at the conference, viz., 24000 hours 
Moscow time (2030 hours Tehran time) on the 6th December, and every copy 
hold by the Allies, whethor in English or in Russian, was headed by a warning 
in that sense. In the event, a Persian translation of the declaration appeared 
early on the morning of the Sth December in the Persian newspaper, Friend of 
Persia, which is published by the Soviet Embassy. ‘The embassy, who failed to 
inform either the Britini or the United Stator Legation beforehand, declared 
that publication was forced upon them by the news that the Persian Government 

e about to iaue the declaration. ‘This is untrue, On the 4th December the 
Soviet Chargé d’Affires informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs that he 
iitended to publish tho declaration next day, promised at least to delay the 
appearance of the Soviet nowspaper until midday to give the Government time 
to announce the decliration at a meeting of Ministers, Deputies and officials at 
1030, and then had the newspaper in the hands of the public by 001 o'clock. 
‘This pigco of sharp practice Was presumably intended to counteract the general 
imprwasion that the Russians, and the Russians alone, had been opposed to the 
innuo of the declaration. 

5, Tho Shah had wished to entertain the three delegations as guests of the 
State and had offered three palaces for the purpose, and he was rather ruffled 
that the demands of seeurity made it impossible for the offer to be accepted. The 
success of the conference from the Persian point of view dissipated this feeling, 
but he felt resentment that he was only able to see President Roosevelt by 
calling on him in the Soviet Embassy, and he was therefore the more flattered 
when Stalin paid him a visit at his palace and talked to him for over an hour, 
Fortunately, Mr, Churchill's tong talk with the Shah as long ago as September 
1942 and Mr. Eden's talk with him in October 1943 gave us a long priority, but, 
on the other hand, the Shah found a particular pleasure in his interview with 
Marshal Stalin, partly because if the Russian bear purrs instead of growling the 
Porsian is wlways ravished with relief, and partly because of the sympathy 
‘which the Shah thonght he found in Marshal Stalin for his personal ambitions 
According to reliable reports from persons to whom the Shah spoke about the 
interview, the Shah claims that Stalin advised him to keep a strong hold over 
his people and to maintain a strong army to defend his country’s independence, 
and offered to give him twenty tanks and twenty aeroplanes and to lend him 
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officers to teach the Persians how to ase them. ‘The Shah seems to have taken all 
this at its face value, A more sceptical listener would have said to himself that, 
if the Russians had tanks and aircraft to spare, they might re¢ 

number their demands on Great Britain and the United States; that for the only 
kind of warfare that the Persian army has to face, viz., the suppression of tribal 
disorder, there is no need for tanks, of which, indeed, Persia already. possesses 
100; that the despatch by the Russians of @ military mission with the promised 
tanks and aircratt would cut across the scheme for the reorganisation of the 
army by American advisers and also to some extent the practice by which Persia 
has looked to Great Britain (and not in vain) for aircraft and for assistance in 
the training of pilots; and, finally, that there is something phoney, i.e," funny 
peculiar,” about advice in favour of strong personal rule and a large army from 
ruler whose local embassy is oponly backing the Tudeh party, whose members are 
violently opposed to both. : 

6. The declaration about Persia gave a fillip to the reputation of the Shah 
‘as well as to that of M. Soheily. It is natoral that the Prine Minister in power 
4at the time should share in the glory, The attribution to the Shah of a share in 
the success is perhaps due to a communiqué by His Majesty's Legation devised 
in the first place to silence malicious rumours that Mr. Churchill had not called 
on the Shah. It stated that “it could now be revealed” that Mr, Churchill had 
‘called on the Shah in September 142 and had a long and frieudly conversation 
With him about the war and interests of Persia; similarly, Mr. Eden, who had 
hud discussions with the Pritne Minister and Minister for Korein Affairs on 
his way to the Moscow Conference, had. also beon received in audience by the 
‘Shah, who during the course of the conversation spoke of the eee and 

terests of his country. Let us hope that this revelation of the Shah's influence 
Will not increase his determination to run the country himself, Like his talke 
With parties of Deputies at the time of the Millspaugh crisis, it should rat 
remind him of the considerable ie he can exert by constitational means 
The abort cut to the perfect State must, however, be very attractive to the son of 
Reza Shah. A worshipper of his father, the Shah does not realise that, whatever 
the people of Persia want, they do not want a dictatorship resting on the bated 
army, and if be fails to take that into account he will fall into difficulties, He 
probably feels that, like his father, he ean rule the army and throngh the army 
the country: but his practice of suspecting the honest critic and encouraging the 
flatterer, however corrupt, is discouraging to the well-wishers of Perxia, and he 
hhas not yet shown the atrength of character which he will need if he is to be the 
master of the army and not its tool 

7. "Tho 6th birthday of Mr. Churchill was colebrated by a dinner which 
he gave in His Majesty's Legation on the 80th November: Mr. Roorevelt and 
Mavahal Stalin were present with the leading members of their conference stati 
but without the diplomatic representatives of their respective countries. The 
cecasion was remarkable, in particular for the geniality of Marshal Stalin and his 
tributes to Afr Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill, especially to the latter, his " fighting 
friend.” In the interests of history it is worth while to record thin short 
conversation which occurred before dinner :— 


Voroshilov : “* Whose portrait is that 1"* 
“Our King, George V, 
y much like Nicholas 1 
“5 Minister: "" Yes, they were cousins and much alike, 
h not in character.” 
though ot ia.cNovindeed. Your King even allowed us to hold our conference 
in London in 1907." (This was, of course, King Edward VIT, but never 
i. . : e 
‘mind s« Majesty's Minister: ‘* Were you in London in 1907 t 
Stalin: “* Yes, I lived in Whitechapel.” 


would be interesting to know whether this statement is true or merely part 
of te Selle tegend whick is being built up. The general belicf is that Stalin 
fever left Russia before the revolution except perhaps to slip over the border into 
Persian Azerbaijan when things became too hot for him in the Caucasus in 1905, 
A remark which Voroshiloy made at dinner may also be recorded. After the 
speech in which Mr. Churchill proposed the health of Marshal Stalin, Voroshilov 
eee Taine pointing across the table at his chief "" And in the civil wat he was 
tay commissar,” This was said not enviously but thonghtfully. | Perhaps 
Vorvchiloy was thinking of the official school of Soviet historians, which is doing 
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its best to prove that Trotsky played an insignificant part in the civil war as 
compared with the cardinal role of Stalin 
3 Carried away by enthusiasm after the conference, the Tehran 
municipality decided to give the names Ronsevelt, Churchill and Stalin to three 
streets in the capital. ‘The idea was good, but the choice of streets was bound to 
cause trouble.“ Churchill" Street is a main thoroughfare running between two 
important avenues, the Firdausi (in front of His Majesty's Legation) and the 
Pahlevi, whereas * Stalin" Street is @ minor thoroughfare to the north of the 
‘oviet Embassy, with no ontlet on the Firdausi except a narrow lane. Moreover, 
Churchill” Street serves the two main gates of the Soviet Embassy, but only the 
back door of the British Legation. His Majesty's Legation, therefore, kept quiet 
awaiting developments. ‘The Soviet Embassy have protested, and the Persian 
Government are trying to fit them out with a street that will satisfy them. ‘They 
have found one which is suitable as to position and importance, but the embassy 
want a longer stretch than is offered them, regardless of the fact that this would 
cat up Raphael Street, which was so named as a fair swap for a Firdausi Street 
in Rome ‘The Persian Government are now saying that, if no agreement is 
arrived at on this point, no individoal names will be given, but to satisfy everyone 
“Churchill Street "” will be called ‘' Tehran Conference Street,’” There is also 
‘a plan to erect a monument in the Shah Reza Avenue to the north of the Soviet 
and British Missions, with @ suitable inscription. M. Soheily, peeping out of 
perhaps the last wisp of the cload of glory which he trails, wants to say it with 
Angols. Hix Majesty's Legation will do their best to see that the monument, if 
built, shall be ax worthy of the occasion as is possible, for if some of the Persian 
‘maggostions are cartied oat, the monument will be a serious rival to a plaster 
nymph-and-champigon monstrosity near by, which serves as « landmark to the 
ritish community under the name of the Slut and Mushroom.” 


Vinit of President Bene’, 
De, Boned, Prosident of the Czechoslovak Republic, stayed in Tehran for 

yy back from Moscow to London, He was the guest of the Shah 

object of a display of official regard which is attributed partly to gratitude 


for the services to Persia which De. Bened is supposed by Persians to have 
porformed when appointed arbitrator by the League of Nations in the Anglo- 
Persian dispate about the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, and partly to desire on 
the part of the Persians to show that they know how to treat State visitors when 
thoy are not frustrated as they think they were at the time of the recent conference. 
Dr. Bones was given an honorary degroo, and was féted at a dinner at the Ministry 
for Foreign Afairs at, which the Shah and the Queen were present. He made a 
good impression, and his visit may well have served a cause which be and other 
Cxechs have much in mi . the consolidation of the position of Skoda and 
other Czech enterprises ‘Country against the day of material development 
which is expected to set in after the war, 


Internat Affairs. 

10, The 13th Majlis came to an end on the 23rd November, 1943, in a 
torrent of insincere oratory. The Prime Minister and others pointed out that 
not only had the treaty of alliance with the Allies been signed during the 
13th legislative assembly's period, but war had also been declared on Germany. 
‘The speakers omitted to mention the failure of the Majlis to deal with the major 
administrative problems of the country, nor the fact that so many of its members 
were greedy hoarders. The aged President of the Majlis, Hassan Isfandiary, 
was voted a life pension of 10,000 rials per month. 

11. Taking advantage of the fact that the 13th Majlis bad come to an 
end and that the 14th would not be convened for some time, the Shah forced 
‘8 reconstruction of the Cabinet upon the Prime Minister, M. Soheily and the 
members of his Cabinet resigned on the 14th December and a new Cabinet, more 
satisfactory to the Shah, was formed the next day. The members of the new 
Government are — 


Ali Sobeily: Prime Minister. 

Muhammad Sa'id Maragha'i : Foreign Minister. 
Amanollah Ardalan : Minister of Finance. 

Muhsin Sadr: Minister of Justice. 

Hamid Say Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. 
Dr. Isa Sadiq; Minister of Education, 

Mustafa Adl: Minister of State. 
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Abdul Hussein Hajhir: Minister of the Interior. 
Nasrallah Intizam: Minister of Communications. 

Nuri Isfandiari: Minister of Agricalture. 

Tbrahim Zand ; Minister of War. 

Brigadier Ismail Shafa’i: Minister of Commerce and Industry. 
Dr. Ghani: Minister of Health. 


M, Hajhir is still in London, so the Prime Minister keeps the Ministry of the 
Interior in bis own hands. Four of the Ministers have never held Cabinet 
office before, viz., Nuri Isfandiari, a professional diplomat; Zand, military 
cadet (in Russia), lawyer, banker, and more recently comptzoier of the Shah's 
finances; Dr. Ghani, a savant rather than a doctor and certainly no administrator; 
and General Shafa'i, manager of the machine-gun factory that is now making 
machine pistols for the Russians. The Shah's main object was to get rid of 
Ahmedi and to replace him by one of his awn men and so be able to run the 
army himself, It was suspected at the time that a desire to please the Russians 
by getting rid of Abmedi and also of Tadayyun played a considerable part in 
¢ reconstruction of the Government, and this suspicion has been confirmed by 
the Soviet Consul-General who informed His Majesty's Consul-General at 
‘Tabriz that the removal of these two Ministers was decided upon during Marshal 
Stalin’s visit because they were not favourably. disposed towards the Soviet 
Union. The Shab, too, may have been eager to act at once on the advice which 
be mays he received from Marshal Stalin, to govern with a firm hand 
12, My advice to the Prime Minister, who asked for my views beforehand, 
‘Was to wait until tho new Majlis assembled, and not. to reconstruct. the Cabinet 


Affairs; all were invited to assist the Government, especially the press. There 
Will certainly be questions in the Majlis, when it meets, about Shafa’i and the 
man who was killed, and it does not at present seem likely that a Cabinet which 
Includes, Shafa't will be approved by the Majlis, which may ala interest itself 
in the obvious attempt of the Shah to run the army. ‘The date of the opening 
of the Majlis has been officially given as the 22nd January, but none of the 
Preliminary steps to that end have been taken and there are signs that attempts 
Will be made from above to postpone the opening still longer, When. it is 
remembered that the Deputy's pay does not begin to run until the new Majlis 
hhas met and his credentials have been verified. the opposition to any attempt to 
Postpone the opening of the Majlis can be easily calculated 

14. Not much progress has been made in the elections, except. those of 
Tehran, which came to an end on the 28th December, after a good deal of 
confused electioneering, in which the most vocal agents wore those of the Tudeh 
Party. The intervention of the municipality was denounced by the Govern- 
ment and the president of the, municipality, Fazlullah Babramy, and hia 
assistant, Usanlou, were suspended from theit functions until the 3rd January, 
by which time the voting was finished. The Tehran yotes have not yet been 
fully counted, but a disturbing feature of the votes which have so far been 
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counted is that the pro-German mulla, Abal-Qasim Kashani, wanted by us for 
fifth-column activities, occupies quite a high place in the list. Dr. Matin 
Daftary, arrested at the instigation of the Russians, is also in the running. 
Elsewhere, particularly in Azerbaijan, and in Fars, the elections are mostly in 
suspense. “Enough Deputies have beew elected to form the quorum of sixty-nine 
sullicient for the opening of the new assembly, but not more than sixty-two have 
yot reached Tehran, 

15, ‘There are definite signs that the Rassians are taking a much greater 
interest in the elections in the northern area. Tt appears that Kambaklish, the 
Communist, is after all going to be returned for Kazvin; Parvin Ganabadi for 
Sabzevar; Tra} Tskandari for Sari, and perhaps two or three similar representa 
tives of the extreme left for Tabriz. Dr. Radmanish and Dr, Kishavarz, both 
active members of the Tudeh party, have already been elected for Lahijan and 
Pahlevi respectively. ‘The Soviet Changé d’Affaires, M. Maximov, appears to 
have wdroitly obtalied: the election off most of these candidates by various 
manipulations. ‘The Shah is taking an active interest in the elections also; his 
candidate at Bandar Abbas, Dr. Misbahaadeb, is being supported by certain ofcials 
and officers under royal instructions, and other candidates, such as Sheikh Ali 
Dashti, are evidently being backed by His Majesty. Seyyid Zia has had a 
‘ovo hore’ Interview with the Shak at which there was seme plain speaking. 
Tt appeare possible thar Seyyid Zin will be one of ‘the Candidates for the 
presidency of the Majlis, but his insistence on retaining his old-fashioned, 
un-European sheepskin hat, and his unyielding attitude on other points, have 
alienated somo of his erstwhile supportors; he seems to have very definite ideas, 
but the definiteness weoms to merge into an obstinacy which some find irritating. 


Tribal STiuation, 


16, ‘There is little change since my last despatch. In Fars the Germans 
are still at large; the Qushgat remain in possession of the arms taken from the 
Permian forces; and the Government has done little or nothing to increase its 
own prestige or to persuade any of the tribes that any advantage ix tobe gnined 
by loyalty to the Government. Thoro is little reason to hope that by the time 
of the spring migration the Government will have established any authority 
over the Qashgai tribes or that its forces will be able to suppress the lawlesness 
that i linble to accompany the migration and to continue through the summer 
if unchecked. ‘The only alternative open to the Government may be to give 
more open recognition ta Nasir and Khostow Qashgai as the leaders of the tribe 
and to charge them with the responsibility for maintaining order—a responsibility 
which they would be willing to accept on their own terms. ‘Tho result would 
inevitably be to increase greatly the difficulty of the task of disarming the tribes 
which the Government must eventually undortake if peace is ever to reat on a 
stablo basis. ‘The situation ix causing some concern to the Shah and some 
embers of tho Governmet this may result in some restriction on General 
’ policy of appeasement. But the Government is far from 
jictate terms to the Qashgai and Boir Ahmadi leaders. 
rations that were to have been undertaken against the Taiyyibi 
‘ibes of Kuh-i-Galu have been virtually cancelled. General Amir 
Ahmedi, before ho was dropped from the Cabinet, discovered circumstances 
that necessitated a modification of his original plans, and it is now unlikely 
that even the modified plans will be put into effect, although kome show of force 
may be made to induce the tribal leaders to surrender sufficient arms to save 
the Government's face, 


‘Security. 

18. ‘The tussle regarding the handing over to the Russians of the suspects 
detained at Spltanabad, who are on.the Rossian list, continued during the period 
under review. As foreshadowed in my despatch under reference, the Roviet 
Gharaé d’Afuires wrote to me agreeing with ty proposal that these suspects 
should be released unless the Soviet authorities either took part in their inter: 
rogation oF took them over for such action as they might think it. but. be 
asked that their release should be once again postponed, He added, orally, 
that the reason why the Soviet anthorities could not take over their suspects 
was the slackness of the Persian Governor at Resht, who was supposed to be 
preparing accommodation for the suspects. In my reply I said that T agreed 
to a postponement until the 2nd December, but that it was contrary to the terms 
of the British agreement with the Persian Government regarding the arrest of 
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cts that we should detain any against. whom we had no evidence, 80 
emectcyas indefinitely. ‘The Tehran Conference caused a further delay, 
but the Soviet Embassy expressed willingness to take over their suspects on or 
after the 8th December. fc 

19. Early in December the British security olfcials decided that, the 
evidence against some of the suspects on our list was not serious and I therefore 
suggested that any who would probably qualify for release shortly. show 
Teleased at once, both as means of calming the rest and because I was not sure 
that the Soviet security authorities might not make a magnificent gesture 
perhaps to signalise the conclusion of the Tehran Conference—and release some 
or all of the suspects on their list to avoid revealing the fact that the Russian 
svidence was of the most flimsy character. In their telegram No. 1176 of the 
Zit December, the Foreign Ollie approved—subject to the views of the head 
6f Combined Intelligence Centre, Lraq—the proposal that those Persians shou 
te ruleased whose detention was ot considered essential for security reasons, 

20, The position at the end of December was still unsatisfactory. The 
Suspects on the Russian list bad not left Sultanabad, their transfer to 
being still the subject of a wrangle between the Rossians and the Persian 
Government as to accommodation, with a more fundamental but at first 
Huacknowledged dispute as to whether the suspects should be transferred at all 

conclusion of the examination by the Anglo-Persian commission re cle 
to the remaining suspects that they were the prisoners not of the British but 
Of the Russians, and while this diverted criticism from His Majesty's Govern 
ment, it also raised such a how! of terror from the suspects affected and from 
their’ friends, that the Persian Government eventually instructed their 
Ambassador in Moscow to ask that the suspects abould be examined by a ae 
Persian commission at Sultanabad (a procedure which we had always stated our 
Teadiness to accopt) instead of being sent to Resht in the Russian zone. ‘The 
delay was s0 unreasonable that His Majesty's Minister had to speak to t 
lniser in the strongest term, asking why he wns so soliitous of the fe 

6f a group of Persians who are accused of plotting against the Allies and 

Slate and so indiflerent to the interests of His Majesty's Governn nd 
raring bim that the enquiry into the conduct of Ue suspects on our lst would 

‘suspended until the suspects on the Russian list were removed from Sultanabad 
‘OF their examination at Sultanabad by a Russo-Persian commission began, In 

Point of fact, the examination of evidence by the British security authorities 
Continued, but their projected mocting with the Persian commiksionors with a 
View to the production of a joint report was cancelled and Uhe prospect of release 


for the less guy ‘of the suspects was delayed. This docs not matter to ux now 


as there no longer seems any risk that the Russians will release their auspocts. 
On the contrary, the Soviet Embassy seems to have become more intransigent, 

igh there are indications that it ix not the plot against the Allies that they 
‘are after so much ax evidence of Armenian or Caucasian activities, 


Economica and Finance, ee i : ay 
21 has been no marked improvement in the general econot 
Mingle, tree ‘are grounds for hope that the collections of cereals and other 

D of last yea 
a The aight ‘weakeding in. wholesale prices which was evident in 
November was not maintained in the following month The wholesale price 
index, which stood at 669 in October, fell to 651 in November, but rose to 665 
‘On tho 23rd December, Similarly, the cost of living index in Tehran fell to 
1,054 in November, from 1,088 the previous month, only to increase to 1,076 in 
December. The regular arrival of goods by rail ~~ ‘the Persian Gulf ports 
was largely wsible for the temporary lowering of prices. 

23°" Currency notes in cirenlation rose between the 2rd October and the 
14th December, 1943, by 280-90 million rials to 5,195°07 million rials. ‘This 
‘compares with a rise of 527 million rials between August and October, and 
although the continued need for ‘* new money "* must be considered serious, this 
Teduction during the past two months in the ratio of circulation increase is 
satisfactory. ta stra i 

Gold sales in the open market on behalf of His Majesty’s Government 
Continues, in the form of Persian pablavis. and 5-tola gold bars, On the 
‘30th December, 1943, the price of the lavi_ was 590 rials, and the 5-tola bar 
4.300 rials. During the five weeks ended the 30th December gold sales realised 
60,576,790 rials, and were made at an average price of 2,358 rials (about 
£18 86. 5d.) per fine ounce. 
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Cicit Supplies (including Cereals) 


24. The tea position is satisfactory. Stocks are ad hases: 
wait wctory. Stocks ar te, and 
against quotas in India are proceeding. | Merchants, who had’ tea‘ Tying at 
te ae ae Ie pear siatrwsted to rail their stocks to the customs at Zatfaen 
by cea any 1044, where the Government will take overall tea which is 
25. Stocks of sugar are also adequate. The collection su 
Tavst is proceeding very much more satisfactorily than a = ape en 
animal transport being extensively employed. | Up to the Slat December, 125,000 
La beet hn heen collected — 73,04 tons had been consumed and 12,500 tons of 
id beer is hoped to collect another 80,000 or 90,000 
wg n 1,000 tons, 
ich sheold bring the total production of sugar for the 1943-44 campaign to 
26. ‘The stocks of cotton piece-goods held in th i 
. . x 1e count 
Governiment Cotion Monopoly afe given ne 2890 bales, tis probable: Mrwener 
that private merchants have an equal amount in shops, stores and custom houses. 
he Tranian cotton crop is now being gathered, bat it is not yet possible to sa 
what the total collected will amount to, ‘There are no indications than any ‘pest 
or other harmful influence has reduced the estimated yield, and a figu Prot 
‘approximately 14,000 tons of ginned cotton is expected. seat 
27. Stocks of oil in Tehran on the 31st December were as follows :— 


Days. 
36-8 
47-6 
a3 
30-5 


28. During the month the Persian Governmes 

inventories of stocks eld at lt ports "Thew will greatly asia the ‘alied 
suppl ly authorities in Persia, particularly in regard to granting of future supplies 
for Persia by the supply authorities in London and Washington, ‘who av 
bith to been reluctant to commit themselves to forward planning without 

wowing exactly what stocks were lying at Persian porte hictaets 

Sort ning, he question of supplying ships’ bunkers in the Persian Gi 

North Persian al ix once agin being reevamined. This tne the examination 
1s being reli epee eat. hy the American military authorities, with a 

th ical difficulties which prevented ss bei 
sade when the project was first attempted over year ago.” Supplies of 
mbar are now adequate, and good stooks of coal are to be had at the inajority'of 
Pit-heade | ‘The main difieulty, however, is tll tranaport ey 
he Bist December contracts had been made for 39 8 
epplies, of which 280,001 tons of cereals had heen collected. Te re oa ire 
the previous month, contracts and undertakings showed an increase of 52.890 tons, 
and cal lections an increase of 90,268 tons. ‘The present stocks in the Tehran 
silo amounted to 16,507 on that date, although almost 10,000 tons of this were 
adulterants. Collections in the northern zone have now started, and about 9.000 
tous have been received out of the 40,000 tons promised. while the teanepors ot 
grain from the southern zone is proceeding satiskactorily: a ee abel 
‘$1. Most of the grain from the north has tome from Gurgan, Only a small 


quantity has been received from Khorasan, where the Governor-General and the 


nance Department are ; 
veges evidently playing a double game. Tabriz results are 


were begun about the 
from the United States. No final 


a 


decisions have yet been reached, but the possibility of part of the paper supp! 
being imported by reliable importers on behalf of the Government is ain 
considered. 


1g 


Transport. 

34. The targets for rail allocations for December were 6,000 tons of civil 
goods from the south and 9,600 tons of cereals from Sultanabad and other near-by 
Hations Against these target figures. approximately 4,000 tons of goods were 
moved from the south, and 7.400 tons of cereals from intermediate stations. |The 
total Aid-to-Russia tonnage carried during November (i,, latest available 
figures), excluding the East Persia route, was — 

Tons daily, 
Rail : 4.920 
Road so i 8,034 


‘or about 239,000 tons a month. 


Industry. 

35. Mining and industrial enterprises in general continue to suffer from the 
shortage of road transport, which is undoubtedly having a restricting eflect on 
both Government and private enterprises, ‘There has also been a very noticeable 
tendency towards labour unrest in various factories throughout the country. A 
further cause for disquiet is the acate shortage of sulphur. ‘There has been no 
Production of this important raw material for the last five months and one factory, 
the Parchin Acid Factory, has been closed down in consequence, while the shortage 
of sulphuric acid is gradually making itself felt throughout the majority of the 
tonin Persian industries, ‘The sulphur mine at Semnan has now been restarted, 
but to date it has only produced half a ton per day, instead of the five ot six tons 
which is necessary. 

36, The sardine factory at Bandar Abbas is in full production. and the 
problem now is that of maintaining an adequate supply of olive oil and of trans- 
porting the output. 


Imports and Exports. 

87, The latest available official figures for imports and exports are for the 
month from the 22nd April to the 22nd May, 1943. ‘They show that imports totalled 
95-1 million rials or 7,023 tons (exclusive of duty-free goods); and uhat, imports 
admitted in franchise at Customs amounted to 68-1 million rials, or. 7,205 tons, 
‘The total exports for the same period, exclusive of oil, were 55:8 million rials, or 
11,829 tons. 


Anti- Locust Campaign. 

38. There has been quite a substantial change in the Jocust situation. In the 
summer an international conference in Tehran decided to set. up defence in 
South-East Persia. against swarms from India, It has now transpired, 
however, that very few swarms are likely to emanate from that quarter, and that 
the invasion is iost likely to come from Arabia, ‘The British anti-locust. units 
between Jask and Lingeh will probably ave « hard campaign ahead, as the 
swarms from Arabi will be more ‘difficult to kill by contact dust from aeroplanes: 
since they are expected to enter on a wide front, 


Persian Army. 

39. In the reshutfle of the Cabinet General Amir Ahmedi was dropped from 
the Ministry for War and replaced by the Shah's nominee, a civilian official of 
his court, Ibrahim Zand. During his tour of office General Ahmedi had given 
to us whole-hearted, if not always effective, co-operation, and to, the American 
Military Mission a’ measure of support with which General Ridley was well 
satished. Thereby be incurred the hostility of the Russians, and by his energetic, 
if not always tactful, exercise of authority over the army he aroused the suspicion 
and jealousy of the Shah, who accused him of attempting to be commander-in- 
Ghief as well as Minister for War. The Shah does not weaken in his determination 
to be the effective commander of the army and to allow no authority to be 
Gstablished there that is not completely subservient to himself. In thi 
feon mentioned above, he claims to haye found encouragement in his private 
interview with Marshal Stalin, The Shah is now acting as the commander of 
the army. He issues orders direct to the Chief of Staff without reference to the 
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Minister for War, and’to the Minister for War and even to individual officers 
through bis military secretary. Tt is the Shah’s desire that the General Staff 
should again be independent of the Ministry for War an he func! 

the Tatter should be limited to supply and administration. perms 

40. On the other hand, the Shab, according to General Ridley, has recently 
shown a more sympathetic attitude towards the American Military Mission and 
has insisted that an urgent request should be sent to the American Government 
for at least nine more officers. I fear that this enthusiasm for the American 
tmission is inspired mainly by the Shah's realisation of the fact that equipment 
‘und supplies for the army are not likely to be forthcoming from Ameri¢a unless 
it is evident to the British and American authorities that the American advisers 
aro being given support in their task, In the decree he recently signed defining 
the duties and responsibilities of General Ridley and the officers of his mission 
he was, however, careful to limit their functions to the giving of advice in matters 
of administeat esting them with any authority to ensure compliance 
with that, advic . 

41. ‘The contral administrative and recruit training depots, which are an 
essential part of the scheme of administrative reorganisation, have now been 
established at, each of the divisional headquarters outside the Russian zone of 
gecupation, with an American officer in an advisory capnoity to every two depots 
They arc, as Wns to bo expected, meeting with much sutriction from daveeboal 
commanders, since matters of supply and finance, from which they have been 
accustomed to derive considerable profits, have now been taken out of their hands 
and centralised in the administrative depots. In the face of this obstruction it 
is not aurprining that General Ridloy’s administrative reforms have not. yet 
shown convincingly good resulta. { 


Persion Gendarmerie, 
42, Colonel Schwarzkopf has ten given in tho gendarmerie a position of 
greater authority than has General Ridley in the army, and he appears to intend 
6 full, He may come into conilict with the Shah, since all present 
ors hold army commissions from the Shab, who wishes to retain 
their undivided loyalty and arrogates to himeelf alone the right of making 
promotions. Colonel Schwarzkopf is also likely to find that fnancial stringency, 
to which he appears to have given little consideration, may. impose important 
restrictions on the plans he has in mind, but to which no visible effect has yot 
been given i 


Persian Air Foree. 

43, The reorganisation of the Persian Air Force continues, particularly 
in the maintenance and supply branches Lieutenant-Colonel 'Siah Posh, 
previously linison offer with the Royal Air Force at Doshan Tappeh, is being 
recalled to tals here of these activities, and has with this in view paid a visit 
to the appropriate Rtoyal Air Force establishments in the Middle East, Aj 
RAF. cer has meanwhile been advising the Persians in Tehran. This 
assistance has been valuable and the Persians have expressed appreciation of it 
‘The adaptation of the Persian Air Force to something more like Royal Air Force 
procedure should not only increase the serviceability of their aircraft bat make 
easier and more economical the supply to them of the British material on which 
they mainly rely. 

. Colonel Stodakh, who is designated for the post of Chief of the Persian 
f, has also been om attachment to the Royal Air Force in Egypt, East 
Africa and Aden, and is about to attend the next course at the Middle East 


Stall College, 

45. The offer of His Majesty's Government to supply Anson aircraft to 
tho Persian Air Foree as alternatives to Hurricanes or Oxfords has been accepted. 
The type is generally considered to be the best for the Persians’ present 
requirements, 


Press. 

48. After bearing with patience the restrictions which were placed on it 
during the conference, the Tehran press, as soon as it was allowed to do 20, 
expressed great satisfaction that the conference had been held in Tehran and 
tine it had had such a happy outeome for Persia in the form of the Three-Power 
Declaration. All sections of the press welcomed the declaration and considered 
that it clarified Persin’s international position and would leave the Government 
free to devote its entire energies to the mnch-needed improvement of internal 
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affairs. Much credit was given to the Shah and to Mr. Sobeily for their skilful 


a ign affairs. : 
ane oe carmat ‘on ihe ‘Tehran clections consisted nosy of complaints of 
corruption, Government interference and public apathy, The papers of the Lett 
Were pessimistic about the results and.saw little hope of any real reform as long 
as the present governing classes remained in power. There was increasing 
emphasis on the need for unity and personal sacrifice and several papers calles 
for the formation of two or three strong palit parties who would put aside 
Private interests and work for the good of the nation. 


British Council, fee sis adeae 
48. In Te teaching of English in the institute, university, schools 
tochiteal collage by Brith Couteil seat! i limited ouly by the capacity of the salt 
provided. English is being indifferently or badly taught. by, many private 
Individuals (Persians) in various parts of the town and it is obvious that the 
inwuitote must open ranches to provide lesson for hows who find. the, mai 

il e. rr e ore staff are a] 
building inaccessible. ‘This cannot be done until more staf an soraated a 


if the stafi have app) 
ional a A Taemrble to do more than supetvice teaching given by 


L it is impossible 

Persia teers ‘text books, A British professor was oflered to and aecey ai 
the university in December but his arrival has subsequently been canes 

is is the sixth time during the past year that a, professor has been proposed, 


49, 
About 250 students 
for club activities onl 
every week as in the Te! 
in the technical college by the institut 


ppointed who desires to promote 
i vacant British teachors in all 


should be taken while it exists 
soar” cise sta of dct Ip tHe, 
gor of pathology rg peniclin. | Mise Trene Ward, 
vfesor of Patol evel many Persinne (a Tehran. and Tatahan.. Her tout 
had anexcellent effect and similar tours by British visitors would be welcomed. 
A number of Persians of both sexes have ‘asked to be sent. to England for study 
poses under e tion. i 
Pars The proposed Resaian ijstitate in Tehran, to whic reference wos made 
i c te om 
i ay sepa ae rater ee eapatch tothe office of the Minister of State 
Resident in the Midile East, to His Majesty's Ambassador in Moscow, to the 
at adie and coal constr oftors in Pern. a 
R. W. BULLARD. 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 21at March.) 


you in my 


rr form 
AAS T had the honour to. inform you in my 


9th March, I presented to His Im 


imparted a slightly inter- 
jajesty's Ambassador was 








“ 


Minister of (I think) the third class, ‘The Persian Court officials made up, 
however, for any drabness in our appearance by wearing gold braid wherever it 
could be sewn on—breastplates, backpieces, stomachers and all; to such an extent 
that I could not deprecate the comment of the additional’ military attaché, 
Colonel Pybus, who quoted from Bishop Blougram's Apology-—- 


x his back brave with the needlework of Noodledom."* 


behind, but I found His 
offic 


i¢ air. 
where one has at least eleven 


fas not an empty 

re been here through so many 
Py to remain with the hope that better times would come 
Shal 


atifica 
"the Gourt of 
3. T now presented to His Majesty the members of the staff, several of whom 
were already known to him. He then put into execution procedure recently 
devised to distinguish between am! jors and ministers at the presentation of 
credentials, whereby ambassadors are to have a private interview with the Shab, 
which is not to be granted to ministers, This enabled the embassy staf to enjoy 
tea and conversation for three-quarters of an hour while Thad a rather incon. 
clusive talk with the Shah and the Minister for Foreign Affaira which might have 
gone on for twice as long if, warned by experience, I had not picked up 
any gloves one by one and finally’ Iaid my hand on my hat, His Majesty began by 


referring to my approaching visit to the United Kingdom, and I said that 
fiat he andi 


hoped that he and his ministers would raise before I left any questions which 
they would like me to discuss in London. At this the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs grinned, remembering, I think, the desiderata of the Persian Government 
as conveyed to the Foreign Office by M. Hajir in a memorandum which I had 
deseril as the same length as the Shah Reza Avenue, a thoroughfare several 
miles in length, ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs talked great deal about the 
difficulty of dealing with the Russians, who blamed the Persians if there was 
insecurity in the Russian area, and yet haggled for months about postin 

another hundred soldiers there or sending’ in a few more rifles and rounds of 

ammunition. |The effect of this discourse was to show (what is perfectly: true) 
that the British behave towards the Persians with greater consideration than 
the Russians. T spoke of our hope that the war would not last very much longer; 
that the retirement of the foreign troops would relieve the Persian Government 
of many problems, particularly a psychological problem of great importan 

that the assumption of entire responsibility for security by the Persia 

be effected smoothly and effectively. 

4, At one point the Shah said that Persians—army officers included—were 
still inclined to run either to the British or the Russians, while the British and 
the Russians would say that one officer was this and another that. This, he said, 
was bad. I agreed that to try to play one ally off against another was 
undesirable as well as tiseless, but said that wo were not to be blamed if in the 
interests of Persia we preferred honest Persians to corrupt ones. T was thinking 
of the chief of the Shah's military cabinet. whom no one believes to be honest, 
and the Shah was probably thinking of him too. 

5. The Shah said that he thought that the British ought to have a more 
‘constructive I recited some of the items in our Programme for Persia— 
help in feeding the country and in making the most of its transport and other 
resources, support for the American advisers, and so on, and asked whether His 
Majesty could mention anything more constructive that we could do. His 
Majesty could ot, and I do not know what he was thinking of 

. speaking of possible ways of absorbing the skilied Persian labour 
which will be set free wher! Persia teases to be-a road to Russia, the Shah cord 
that some might be employed in the Persian navy, "if we have a navy. 
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‘ith ge conscious sadness. I have reported before how 
Weis the Perfans fel the almct total los oftheir tnfant sary at our hands 
partly by destruction during the invasion of August 1941, “and partly by 
er ata Majesty King George was 
= At ty suggestion, a signed portrait of His Majesty King Georg 
sot Got tor the Seah after the Tehran Conference. Unfortunately, the glass 
was broken in transit, and, although I was able to replace the glass it was not 
Possible to repair propery the slight damage ‘Jove to the frame and the port 
the splinters, fi had informed the Minister of Court sokecoend that ape 
the frame, and if possible the portrait, would be replaced, and Und ake wh 
the Shah would pethaps like to receive the portrait unframed. | ‘This pt posal 
had been accepted, and I therefore handed, the portrait to His Majesty, whe 
expressed great gratification at the gift and remarked on the excellence 
Pr The Shah we ions, but not the G.C,B. 
B. The Shah was wearing two Persian decorations, but not the GC. 
8. Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Government 
RW. BULLARD. 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden.—(Receioed 20th March.) 


ome Msje's representative presenls his compliments vo Hix Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, with referee to Tehran 
despatch No, $31 of the 11th August, 1943, has the honour to transmit Heneleity 
copy of a report from His Majesty" Consul-General, Meshed, on the politi 
situation, covering the period from July to December 1943. 


Tehran, 7th March, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 9 
(Secret) 
Six-monthly Political Situation Report, July-December 1043. 


CIALLY, the period under review was the best half-year since 
the eae Thao ofthe abundant harvest and to, the sedis 
Government's successful evasion of their duty to help feed the capital, are 
‘was more than enough to eat for all except the lowest classes; raiding on the 
‘main roads praccically disappeared; there was no rioting in the towns, : 
‘public health suffered from no es ¢ Pee fer si ety ee pnd 

Mes! ‘October passed off well. he other |, the e« 
Tretet indes eateratoed its high evel in site all ue a factotas biaed miei 4 

lo Dr. Millspangh and his effor e ui 
Faas ie ign saotages the mechani of aera 
Beate ‘of consumer me further deteriorate: prone bar ci 
satin of cnet Eran the, Spay etn the er 

cr the " haves” and the abject poverty of the “ have-not 

Cire Meee ""tn other words, behind ‘a typically Persian fagade of 
‘and prosperity the political and economic ‘stracture of the province 


Eontinued steadily to disintegrate. 
Security. 
wement in security alon Zahidan-Meshed road was 

undenbeaty den part to the appearance of British Indian forces in contexion 
With the anti-locust operations near Birjand in July and again in September, 
when armed convoys of supplies for China went up the road as far as ‘Turbat-i- 
Haidari. Credit, however, must also be given to his Excellency Amir Alam 
(Shaukat-u-Mulk) who issued rifles and ammunition to the inhabitants of eertain 
Strategically-situated vi in the southern Qainat and encouraged, them t 

the raiders, also to Captain Baloch of the Turbat-i-Haidari gendarmerie, 
‘who do November finally liquidated the Kurkheli Baluch gangs which had 
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operating from the wild hill country of Jangal 

land east of Rui Khaf, The assistance stoned by the Go 

the shape of three 15-cw: trucks and a new telephone line was much appreciated 

and went far to deprive the gendarmerie officers of their best excuse Ter fait 

Federer raiders, namely, the difficulty of communication between posts sn 

3. Elsewhere in the province the only se 

18 ‘nce the only serious disturbance 

Koch Shih vie Xi ins trang ee ate 
urd chieftains, carried on a small private war in July and Aug é 

despatch of troops and gendarmerie from Meatcd was elated hy the Resi’ 

he regard any, Pernan mulitary move with the uumost suspicion, but a small 

n order and collected a few rifles. A reconcilintic 

tho ivi bondnan has since been effected hy the Governor-General ies oer 
district, ‘There is every prospect, however. of further vio 

tribes ean bo disarmed, and this depends on a ie oe the meant 


so-Afghan no-man's 
joverament of India in 


Political Affaire. 


lopments of political importance d 

ts and dev a fance during t 
led the elections for the Majlis, increased activity on the part ar politi 

sariations, and the reappearance of a certain amourt of religions Tana 


Elections, 
5. 


u 

closely. 

system which it, a four-se 
mit ‘Taimur Kalali top of 


wee: a satisfactory feature 
local hye and connexions, 
ig, Not mere carpet-baggers. 
luals, in no sense a majority of the 


Potiticat Association. 


7. Of the political associations which 
) ociations which existed at th 
the Hish-i-Tudeh or People's party alone was active. Its 
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the Hizh-i-Paikar, which brought itself into the limelight 
ig the otorious Dehimi, has since 

ised no doubt by the official clique. A 

n towards the end of the year of a 

arty. The founder 

‘amaddun-ul-Mulk) 

941 and last 

He resigned 

and the Hizb-i- 

He has 


1 grievances. Sajjadi 
his aotivities and 


with the Soviet Consul-General, whoso informal approval he obtained before 
TGanehing his publicity campaign. A ices fr the publication of the saints 
rowspaper has at last been obtained and the fret iesue is to appenr with a flourish 
of trumpets on the 27th February. Tt remains to be soon whether Sajjadi's 
Uindoubted zoo}, hobesty and skill are sufficient to make his party a constructive 
force and its paper a pillory for greedy officialdom. 


Religions Matters, 

The visit to Meshod of Haji Agha Quini, a noted Shia mujtahid of 
Kortein, in July rained apprehensions of religious syitation Signs of reaction 
‘againat the anti-clerical policy of the late Shah had been evident for some time, 
fand it was known that the object of the Haji’s visit to Persia. was to obtain certain 


Concessions from the civil power concerning the management of the wagf property 
po pron 


feligious teaching in Government schools, the wearing of the veil, and other such 
Controversial matters, ‘The Governor-General, however, handled Qumi and the 
Tocal tmalinhs very cleverly—doubtless the Rassian togy helped him-—and there 
were no untoward incidents. But the Haji's visit undoubtedly gave.a fillip to 
the clerical reaction. mentioned above. Veiled women aro now quite a. common 
sight in the atreets; during Muharram and on days of mourning, processions have 
aon on a larger scale that at any time since 1930; and the Governor-General has 
been obliged to restore the functions and privileges of the khadime or ‘* Sorvanta 
Of the Shrine" who take pilgrims round the Holy Place. Ee is adamant, how- 
Gver, about letting the mullahs have anything to do with the inanagement-of the 
Shrine’s huge revenues, 


Economie and Genoral Situation. 


9. Behind the facade of improved security and functioning administrative 
machinery the state of the middle and lower classes is little better than in the dark 
Tatter years of Reza Shah. Public Bandit No. 1 has gone, only to inake way for m 
coterie of officials who, Laken as a whole, exploi¢ the masses nearly as thoroughly as 
fe did. Not only is the man in the street and at the plough looted direct by Jocal 
officials, police and gendarmerie in the good old way, but a new technique has been 
evolved by which he is squeezed dry by business” in the shape of the 
Monopoly’ Departments and officially-protected private racketeors. “During. the 
Jong months of scarcity before the last harvest we saw “' bread” consisting chiefly 
of barley-bran and poppy-seed meal being retailed in strictly limited quantities at 
the controlled shops to half-starved queues, while tons of good bread made from 
hoarded wheat were hawked through the streets under their noses or retailed at 
iMfree rates to the well-to-do at neighbouring bakeries. Another scandalous 
racket is the distribution of sugar. The province has its own officially-controlled 
sugar refinery and the beet crop, last season, was exceptionally heavy; at least 
Ga uH0 Tons of beet went into the factory, enough to make 7,000 tons of sugar; yet 
wre see a few tone here a few tons there being dished out by the Finance Department 
Rt the controlled rate of Rials 20 per kilog. on a basis of 400 grammes a: head 
monthly to the people of the towns, while the rest of the population either go 
Without or pay Hials 110 (17s. 62) 2 kilog. in the fully-st “free” market. 
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fguin, the Khusravi ginning, spinning. and weaving mills at Meshed turn oat 
half the quantity of cotton piece-goods they could produce and cell then ot 
scarcity prices while the people go in’ rags. ‘The ** Mack transport” racket is 
Perhaps the most blatant of all. “Hundreds of lorries are on the roads, mac or 
therm tense-lend to Persia complete, others privately-owned but fitted wiih tedion 
or American tyres worth in Persia thirty or forty times the price at which they 
Ae delivered. | The Edarah-i-Barbari Rah (Road ‘Transport Department). 
tubPeset to control the running of these trucks for the benefit of the civil pops 
tion, But instead of carrying consumer goods, grain, fuel, do, at the schedule 
HAG, (tecently raised to Rials 2-4 per ton/km.) the srivers have been getting 
Rials 10 or more by private negotiation and sharing the proceeds with the Giae. 
and police who let them do it. In a country of great distances and no rallvcre 
Trechaanical transport is the main ecovomic bottleneck, and there ie no doubt toe 
this racket is one of the chief factors in the disastrous inflation from which: Beat 
Persia in sulflerin 
ot OF tn the Jungle of official corruption it would be surprising if the biggest 
Vion of them all, the Governor-General, starved. After tie mage ia en geet 
Mansur’s position is stronger thao ever. His appearance is deceptive; his puny 
physique, muddy complexion and receding chin conceal a will of tron,’ His tok 
alto is deceptive: to visitors he gives the impression of a patriotic statesoan 
Yolantarily exiled from his beloved Tehran for Khorasan's ood, strivin 
fame success. In spite of untrustworthy subordinates and muddle-headed inter 
ant” {ri Tehran to protect the people of hi province from exploitation and 
Nant It is possible indeed that present power and future career mean more te 
Manse than wealth, and that he condones the various rackets that so on 
Puthout shaving in their proceeds, simply because the racketeers ate too strong 
fer him. | However this may be, the result is the samme: a small couerie of trading 
ailcials and oficially-assisted merchants and landowners run the province fer 
hich he ix responsible entirely for their own benefit ‘They either control or con 
influence the Finance and Agricultural Departments; the Municipality: the lng 
courts; the police; the vastly wealthy Shrine of which the Governor. ieneral to 
fz ofteie Naib-ut Taulia or manager under the Shah; the valuable estates of the 
{ate Shah the monopoly companies which handle Government stocks of sugar, te 
sloth, tobacco, and opinm, the sugar roi and weaving factory 
in which the Shrine is the chief share : 
11. The vast 
Among the lower el 
oficial corruption nnd 


teachers, and 
¢ Gang.” 
gang in fact 

toleral 


secret Russian supy But this is a long-term anxiet hot an immediate o 
for there is little doubt thist the Governor-General has long had a seer cade 
Standing with the Russians, that they will support him and keep hie het. 
return for his services in keeping order along their line of communications at 
assisting their trade agency and military supply service in largeenie led 
purchases, 

12. This seemingly cynical allinnce with capitalism is characteristic 
presei-day Soviet policy. ‘The Russians i this wait ch be ‘a 
rey with military ais commercial expedienc 
Communist or even democratic ideolo 
followers by playing only half-heartedly. 
versus lion. If 
absorption of Khorasan 
remarkably little to prepare 
General or the officers of the 


y are doing 
Consulate- 
communism of 
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the Hizb-i-Tudeh, it is the lange non-official “* Russian party" of Armenians, 
Caucasians, Jews mukajirs (émigrés) and would-be quislings in the future Soviet 

in. The Russians themselves certainly da not oppose British interests, 
though there is a certain amount of quite friendly rivalry in public matters 
AL V. Kozloy, who continued to be consal-general throughout the half year, was 
definitely co-operative within the narrow limits of his discretion. Such trouble 
as we had, ¢g., over road permits, was due to faulty linison between civil and 
military. ‘Social relations with the consulate-general officials and their families 
‘contintied to be thoroughly cordial. 


Future Prospects. 


13. To sum up: Khorasan has for the last two years been raled firmly bnt 
felishly by a clique of officials under a Governor-General backed by the Russians, 
Whose military and commercial (but not political) ends he serves. What hope is 
there of reform t 

ig have ranged against them the Tudeh party, the younger 
intelligentsia, Sa}jadi's Dadgustaran, or Justice party, and other 
opposition " elements; but they have also in far Tebran the growing 
Power of the American advisers, backed by the Allied Higher Command, to reckon 
With. The influence of the Hizb-i-Tudeh is discounted by the reflection that if 
and when the Red Army evacuates Persia after the war that party's main support 
Will be removed. It is too early yot to foresee the fate of the Guru-i-Dadgustaras; 
ir meetings and newspaper tay one day be a power in the land, but they also 
ely rather too openly on an Allyourselves—and there is always the danger that 
they may slip into the respectable but ineffective rile of a Moderate party of the 
Indian type, especially if their ambitious "leader ” migrates to higher spheres 
The younger intelligentsia are perhaps Khorasan's least forlorn hope. ‘They too 
to us; in fact, they bitterly regret that wo did not seize “* the golden opper- 
tunity of Shabrivar,” as they call it) and fil the political vacuum we ourselves 
reated by ejecting the Palilevi tyrant. If these men were to join Sajjndi's 
Organisation, oF start a hetter one, and sot themselves to educate publio opinion 
Z,if & new spirit of courageous patriotism and sympathy with the masses, their 
Gespised aad exploited compatrinn were ove day te mage them to antic textea 
the gang they hate, Khorasan e the rest of Persia a lead towards real 
democracy. But this class, th kk and intelligent as any in Asia, lacks 
Courage and the capacity to As a member of it said sorrowfully to the 
Writer not long ago, ‘* No sooner do we get together and begin to do something 
than we start squabbling among ourselves."’ Even if they found themselves in 
Power they would not stay there a fortnight without powerful support and strong 
Euidance. But whose? 3 
15. Recent developments in the policy and activities of the American 
Advisers, the M.E.S.C., and other Allied authorities at the Centra have given 
Teason to hope that the guidance and help needed to bring the best and moxt pro- 
Sressive elements in Persia to tMe top may he forthcoming. Hitherto, it must be 
confessed, that policy has seemed, from the point of view of a remote but not 
Snimportant province, somewhat over-centralised. The multiplicity of sections 
and bureaux and boards and secretariat and centres at Tehran and the man- (and 
Woman-) power deployed in them has been impressive but somewhat bewildering, 
contrasted with the thin red line of British and American representation in the 


Provinces. Moreover, some of the advisers, like other distinguished newoomers, 
ave jeemed perhaps unduly inpresed by the facade of Resa Pahlei' capital 


‘and its magnificently-housed bureaucracy. Dr. Millspangh, remembering maybe 
the success of his former mission but forgetting that he then had a dictator at his 
hack. seems to have thought that he could make Persi good by Act of Parliament. 

ing the year and a half since the first.of them arrived not one of the civilian 
American advisers has found time to study on the spot. the problems of Persia's 
eastern provinces. In May last (a year and a half too late, but that was not his 
fault) Dr. Millspaugh secared the enactment of a Jong series of laws and regula- 
tions. They give the impression of. hay ng, been framed by someone with very 
little first-hand knowledge of present-day Persia. In this country an ounce of 
fnforcement is worth a ton of enactment, yet the whole series contains about 
half a dozen perfunctory penal clauses, mostly threatening mere "confiscation 


(0) ‘The occupetion of Persia by British and Ratnian trope begaa onthe Tat Shalviva, 1830, 
Jn the Persian calendar (250 August, 1941) 
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without compensation "” of the goods or means of transport concerned. Only in 
the Special Powers Act of the 4th May, 1943, is the possibility of official non- 
co-operation envisaged: erring Government ‘servants are threatened vaguely 
with “dismissal” and “punishment according to the law.” For the rest, 
Dr. Millspaugh, in drafting his regulations, relied on his investiture by the 
Special Powers Act with certain “* powers "’ granted by earlier Acts, including 
the Anti-Hourding Law of the 18th March, 1942. He was probably unaware that 
in most provinces even that law, with its commendably explicit and draconian 
penal clause, had been a, dead letter from the outset, |The provision that the 
ual Procedure Regulations have to be followed in all their leisurely detail make 

it in practice unenforceable anywhere except under the nose of a fully-powered 
American or British official. It has at most a nuisance value in the nation’s 
struggle against its profiters. “In Khorasan it is doubtful whetber Dr, Mills 
paugh’s regulations have even a nuisance value, They are ignored alike by 
official, police, law-courts, hoarders, and the general public, and will continue 
to bo so until American ot British assistant advisers, inspectors, or departmental 
directors are sent to the main centres with strong staffs and full powers, and until 
the Allied Higher Command is prepared to demand and enforce removal of any 
official whatever, from the Governor-General downwi z 
a nor-General downwards, who tries to sabotage 

16. The recont deputation by the British and American authoritie 

number of experiniced and energetic officers to East Persin to pala fea 
yroblems connected with foodstuffs and other necessaries augurs well for the 
wuture. We have had visite from Lieut.-Colonel A. Macann, 1.P-S., additional 
counsellor; Lieut.-Colonel Atullah Khan, 1.M.S., Inspector-General of Food- 
stufls; and two Persians of integrity and ability. Messrs, Salmon Asadi and 
Shaibani, of the Finance Department. Better stili, tho Road Transport Board 
have sent two very able Danes, Messrs, Von Stemann and Kabr, to elean up the 
Barbar Rah black tyansport racket at Meshed, and Captain’ Coupland on a 
similar mission to Zahidan, while the M.ES.C, have lent the services of 


Lioutenant Joel to the Finance Ministey for work at Zabal exion wi 
collection and transport to Zahidan of the murplax from last your'e weet 
barley crop, some 12,000 tons. Best of all, a full-fledged American Director of 


Finance for Khorasan has been promised us, tho his arrival is b weo 

ably delayed. ‘These appointments, especially the last, are bound sosner or later 
to bring matters to a head with the gang, and provided the offers are. given 
sufficient staff and funds and supported strougly from the Centre, there is teal 


hope of a new era of prosperity id dec sinintratior ding i 
hope of a ew ara of prosperity and decent administration dawning for Persia's 


C. P. SKRINE, 
rd March, 1944, 





(B) Tohvan Intelligence Summaries, 
(E 422/422/34) No. 10, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received 19th January.) 
(No. L) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 1 for the period of the 
‘20th December, 1943, to the Zod Jannary, 1944, compiled by the military attaché 
to this legation. 


Tehran, 3rd January, W044. 
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Enelosure in No. 10. 
Secret.) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 1 for the Period 20th December, 
1943, to 2nd January, 1944, 


Persian Affairs 
Political. 

1. The appointment of the new Cabinet has been on the whole received with 
apathy in the country, aud the general expectation seems to be that it will not 
last long after the opening of the new Parliament. That has been announced 
for the 22nd January. ‘The results of the Tehran elections should soon be 
available as voting has closed. In Azerbaijan voting has been suspended owing 
to the strong interference of the Soviet authorities on bebalf of candidates of 
the Tudeh party 

2 Dr, Bened arrived in Tebran from Moscow on the 23th December for 
a short visit, during which be was the guest of the Shah. Both the Shah and 
the Government laid themselves out to demonstrate how admirably they could 
entertain an important State guest, The University of Tehran conferred on 
Dr. BeneS the degree of Doctor honoris causa. 

3% There is some unrest among manual workers in Tehran, ‘There were 
threatened strikes of railway workers and of employcos in the wireless station 
of the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs and an actual strike in the ammunition 
factory at Sultanabad near Tehran. In all casos the causo of the discontent 
‘was alleged to be insufficiency of pay. Conditions of the working classes are 
generally sufficiently bad to make easy the work of the agitator. That agitators 
‘are at work there is no doubt, nor that the long-suffering Persian working classes 
are being awakened to a knowledge of their The Minister of Finance 
and Dr. Millspaugh have issued a, commun forming the workers that a 
commission has been formed to investigate and report on the pay of manual 
workers in Government employ. 

4. There is no longer any doubt that the Tudeh partys directly wupported 
by the Soviet anthorities. ‘The mere fact that it had achieved. the distinction, 
Unique in Persia, of having existed for over a year as an organited and disciplined 
Barty with a consistent programe wns sacra to arou suesiony that iL was 

ing held together and directed by outside influence, and during the elections 
Russian support of Tudeh candidates has been unconcealed, 

5. The statement alleged to have been made by Mr. Roosevelt on his return 
to the United States to the effect that Marshal Stalin had informed him that 
there were 100 German agents in Tehran during the conference and that a plot 
to murder the three statesmen had been discovered, called forth a denial in the 
press from the Persian Government, They stated that nothing bad been said 
tothe Persian authorities by any representative of the three Allies of the existence 
of any such plot either before or during the conference, and that high officials 
of all three Allies had thanked the Persian Government for their officient 
seourity measures, 


Appointments—Civit. 

6—(i) Masud Muszid to be Persian representative at Beirut with the rank 
of Minister. 

(ii), Abdullah Ashrafi to be Farmandar of Shahreza. 

(iit) Sadiq Vasigi to be director of the Mortgage Bank 

iv) Abbas Quii Isfandiari (retired general afficer) (F.0, 93-M-A. 122) to be 
Director-General of the Department of Rationing in the Ministry of Finance. 

7. A personality note on the present Minister for War, Ibrahim Zand, is 
appended to this summary. 


Persian Forces. 
Army. 
§& The recruit training and administrative depots, which are part of the 

reorganisation plan of the American advisers (see Summary No. 42/40/43, para- 

raph 9), have now been inaugurated at all divisional headquarters outside the 

fussian zone. An American officer has been allotted to every two divisions—one 
to the Ist and 2nd, one to the 4th and 5th, one to the 6th and 10th, and one to 
the 7th and 9th Divisions, 
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eral Ridley states that he has recently found the Shah more 
sympathetic to the work of the American Mission, and even insisting that more 
olficers should be obtained from America. An urgent request for at least nine 
more—making with the eleven already here twenty in all—has been made to 
Washington by the Persian Government. 

10, ° The transport situation of the Persian army has considerably improved 
with the arrival of some 600 trucks from America. These have been organised 
into units under the supervision of one of the American advisers. Although the 
standard of driving and maintenance is low and the misuse of transport is 


rampant, General Ridley is not dissatisfied with the progress made in the 
circumstances that existed. y 


Appointments—Military, 


11. Army.—Sartip Robulla Keilavusi to be Military Governor of Tehran. 
Gendarmerie-—Sarhang Yamini to be commander of the 7th (Western) 
Gendarmerie District. 
Retirements-—Sarbangs: Yardanfar, Muhammad Nawaz Safari, Hassan 
Khadivi, Muhammad Ali Sadari, Yadullah Azam Zanganeh (Air Force), Ali 
Roza Manaumni, Mustafa Mansur, thrahim Timurian, 


Internal Securit 
Fare : 
12, ‘Tho situation remains outwardly calm, largely because the Persian 
authorities are careful to do nothing that might irritate Nasir and Khosrow 
Qushgai, Persian Government arms in the possession of the Qushgai tribes have 
not yet. been banded back; nor has Khosrow Qashgai implemented his promise 
to apprehend and surrender the Germans, five of whom are known to be just 
outside the borders of Quahgai territory. The Mamassand tribes, who have 
hitherto refused to ally themeelves with Nasir and who might have formed a loyal 
preGovernment Doe In the middle of Qushgat territory, are reported to have 
heen alienated by the Government's rejection of their claim to the ownership of 
certain lands, As far as can be judged the position of the Government grows 
weaker and that of the tribes grows stronger ‘ 


Khuzinton, 
13. A band of brigands, variously reported to be Boir Ahmadi or Taiyyibi, 


oS been opeeating i the vicinity of Anglo-Tranian Oil Company's field at 
Pazanun. Company property and employeox have not yet suffered, but travel 
have been looted and several gendarmas have been eiled pice 9 


Russian Affairs. 


14. Tho Shah has presented a medal to the Russian Colonel, Bourseiv, as 
a token of appreciation of the assistance he gave in the work of completing’ the 
machine-gun factory for the manufacture of machine pistols 

15. Two Russian officers have arrived in Fars for the alleged purpose of 


investigating agricultural possibilities, 


Appendix to Summary No.1 
(Reference: Paragraph 7.) 


Personality Note: Zand, Ibrahim (Rbrahim), Minister for War. 

Born about 1860. Educated at the Cadet College at St. Petersburg. ‘Then 
sent to cindy law in France, where he was s contemtaray tad Meee tk Jeet 
Amery. “Towards the end of the last war became an active inember of the Minawns 
Brty in Azerbaijan, and in 1910 became a member of the short lived Azerbaijan 

ioverniment. | After its fall he went back to France, anda few years atone 
reuumned to Persia sere Devas enployed him in the Ministry af Jstie as an 
advisor. He was subsequently transferred to the Maney of i 
1938 became a member of the board of the ‘National Bask. On the appant, 
ment of A. H. Ebtchaj as director of that bank be left the bank aod was cagpoved 
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‘at Court as Comptroller of the Royal Accounts. Minister of War in Soheily’ 
third Cabinet, December 1943. Married to the sistor of Farajullah Bahramy, 
Speaks Russian extremely well, probably better than Persian. A harmless but 
weak man, who has not succeeded in making his mark in either polities, law or 
banking, and has obtained the post of Minister of War in order that he shonld 
enable others to run that Ministry. 





LB 604 /302/a5) No. 11 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 2th January.) 
(No. 22, 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the period of the 3rd. to 
16th January, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 17th January, 1944 


Enclosure in No. 11. 
(Secret,) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the Period 
Brd-160h January, 1944. 


Persian Affaire. 
Politicat, 

THE Majlis is duc to be opened on the 22nd January; invitations for the 
opening ceremony have been issued, and it seems probable that by that date there 
will he present in Tehran more than the sixty-nine Deputies necessary to form 
4 quorum, The total number of Deputies elected to date is seventy-five, About 
‘one-third of the votes cast in the Tehran elections have been counted, and a list 
of the leading candidates is published daily in the press. These for some days 
included the names of Saiyyid Abul Qasim Kashani and Matin Daftari, against 
whom charges are pending of having abetted German plots in Persia. The 
impropriety of advertising to the world the extent of the esteem in which these 
Yotorious Germanophile ate held bythe voters of Tehran and the bad impression 
that wonld thereby be made on Persia's allies was reluctantly recognised by the 
Government, and their names no longer appear in the lists of favourites. 

2 Suleiman Muhsin Iskandari (Suleiman Mirza), leader of the Tudeh 
party, and for some years a professing Communist, has died. His funeral was 
Attended by representatives of the Soviet Embassy. 


Economic. 


3. In his monthly report for the month the 24th October-22nd November 
Dr. Millspaugh discusses the principles that should guide the framing of the 
budget for the coming year, and particularly the conflicting demands of agricul 
tural development, public education, poblic health and security. He makes some 
pertinent romarks about the army’ and gendarmerie which Will meet with no 
approval from the Shah, The army, he says, has no task except that of internal 
Policing: he encourages the Govertinent and the Deputies to Fesist demands for 
An increased budget allotment for the army and urges them to consider the 
possibility of reducing its size in order to make funds available for its better 
equipment and its greater contentment. The Shah, as is well known, is 
demanding an increased budget for a larger army, whose task, he likes to think, 
is to maintain the independence of Persia and add to his own importance. Tho 
my is likely to be a first-class issue in the new Majlis, both as regards the share 
it consumes of the national revenue with very little benefit to the nation, and as 
regards the Shah’s pretensions to make it the instrument of his personal policy. 
‘4. Probably as a result of the influence of American advisers in various 
administrations, investigations are being made into large-scale embezzlements 
and frauds. Oticials of the Road Transport, Department, of the Cereals and 
Bread Department and other departments of the Ministry of Finance, and army 
Gficers have been in some cases dismissed and in others arrested for corrupt 
Practices. Even a few convictions will have a good effect, 
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5. Unrest among workers continues to show itself. In Isfahan telephone 
operators went on strike for some days for higher wages. In accordance with the 
promise made to workers in Government employ after the disturbances reported 
in Summary No. 1/44, paragraph 3, an interdepartmental commission was 
appointed to fix minimum wages for unskilled workers. It recommended for the 
approval of the Council of Ministers that unmarried men should draw 9 rials 
day, married men without families 12, and with families 15 rials. 

8. Throughout the rural districts the people suffer from a shortage of tea, 
sugar and cloth, The Chief Administrator of the Price Stabilisation Section has 
recently published the fact that there are in Government stores 28 million yards 
of cloth and ample stocks of sugar, Tt is solely due to corruption and to the 
ineliciency of distribution that supplies do-not reach the people who so badly 
need them, 


Appointments—Civil 

7—(i) Ghulam Hussein Ashrafi, formerly Director-General in the Ministry 
of Industry and Mines, to be Under-Secretary of State in the office of the 
President of the Council of Ministers 

(ii) Muhammad Saruri to be Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of 
the Interior, 
(a abr AY orto he Peale Miniter to Cho 

‘ivy) Mubassir Roshani to be Farmandar of Tabriz. 

(v) Fathullah Nuri Isfandiari (F.0. 96) to be Persian Minister with the 
Polish Government in London. 

(vi) Lissan Sepehr to be Inspector,General in the Ministry of the Interior. 

(rin asim Elukimia to be Director of the Mortgage Bank. 

viii) Faalullah Bahrami hax resumed the appointment of Chief of the 
Municipality. 

(ix) Khosrow Panah (Sardar Mufakham) to be Farmandar of Qasvin, 


Persian Forces. 


8. It seems possible that the new Minister for War will not be content to 
be the cypher he was intended to be by the Shah. He haa already made formal 
Ee against the conduct of General Razmara, the Chief of the Shah’s Military 
Secretariat, who in one case passed the Shah's orders to, him in discourteous 
terms, and in another issued orders for the dismissal and replacement of the 
Militiry Governor of Tebran without reference to the Minister or the Gover 
mont, He bas invited the Amorican advisers generally to take a more active part 
in the reform and supervision of administration, has authorised General Ridley 
to appoint an American officer to take executive charge of the administration of 
the Isfahan Division, where the divisiona) commander was being obstructive, and 
has demanded from ‘the American advisers within ten days a scheme for the 
reorganisation of the Finance Branch of the War Office, to include a 50 per cent. 
reduction in its staff, 

9, Increases of pay have been sanctioned for military officers and civilian 
officials of the Ministry for War on the scale already approved for other Govern- 
tment servants (see Summary No, 44/43, paragraph 5). According to the Mi 
for War, these increases are "sufficient to enable officers to live on their pay. 
now intends to insist that corruption shall no longer be condoned and that all 
officers guilty of dishonesty Shall be brought to ti aL 


Internal Security. 
North Khorassan. 

10. Quarrels have again broken out betwoen the leaders of the Zaafarania 
and Bicharanlu Kurds in the neighbourhood of Shirvan, but. no reports have yet 
been received of inter-tribal fighting. Hold-ups of U.K.C.C. lorries have occurred 
between Quchan and the Russian frontier, which may be connected with these 
tribal disturbances. 


Fars, 

AL. General Jabanbani has been expressing some anxiety the 
preity of dstarbances arising from the hostility existing between iah 
‘YZarghampur on the one band and his brother Khosrow and Muzaffar Aru, another 
Boir Ahmadi chief, on the other. He has asked for reinforcements to be sent to 


Bebbehan to guard against possible threats to the area of the oil-fields, and it is 
probable that three battalions will be sent from Tehran. Khosrow Qashgai is 
how with Abdullah Zarghampur in Western Kuh-i-Galu, ostensibly to discuss 
the surrender of the Germans who are now in Boir Ahmadi territory. It is 
doubtful whether this is more than a pretence, and it is probable that the real 
wurpose of his visit is rather to re-stablish the alliance between Abdullah 
yhampur and himself and his brother Nasi 
12. General Jahanbani is also proposing to. move a force through 
Mamassinni country to Basht for the purpose, he pretend: 
Festraining influence on Abdullah Zarghampur. Tt scems, however, that 
‘abject may be to coerce the Mamassinni, who are refusing to accept. & Tec 
decision of the Government on claims to tribal Jands made by the Mamas 
chiefs. The Government may yet realise that they cannot afiord to antag 
the Mamassinni and may forbid a move that might lead-to hostilit 


Khuzestan, 

13. Some of the Bahmai and Jancki chiefs, against whom it was intended 
to carry out operations (see Summary No. 48/43, paragraph 11), have visited the 
Porsian commander in Khuzestan to make submission. They have promised to 
surrender some arms, and the Persian commander hopes that the show of force 
Which he will be able to make if he receives the reinforcements referred to in 
Paragraph 11 above will be sufficient to induce the fulfilment of this promise 


Russian A fairs 

14M. Mikailoy, the ew Soviet Ambassador in Porsia, arrived in Tehran 
on the 11th J 
vib M. Kozlov, Soviet Consul-General in Mesbed, hax been appointed 
member of the Inter-Allied European Cominission. p 

16, The Russian oficers who, as reported in Suivmary, No, 1/44, para, 

in Fars for thealleged purposof investigating ag 
eer ina were an the neighbourhood of Bandar Abbas of the fh January 
Me Ministry of Agriculture denies knowledge of these officers, and the real 
of their journey is unknown. nae 

Pore sn Trae Soviet Cultural Society has been formed in Tehran ax a 
counterblast to the British Council, ‘The Prime Minister and the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs figure on the committee, which includes several prominent 
Persians, ‘Telegrams of mutual felicitation have been exchanged with the Soviet 
Society for Foreign Cultural Relations (VOKS). fi 

Ta. For some months a strong drive has been in progress throughout Persin 
for the collection of funds for Soviet sufferers from the war, Tho methods used 
under the spur of Soviet representatives have savoured of blackmail. They have 
Tesulted in’ the collection of quite substantial sums and in bringing Russia 
prominently to the notice of many Persians, 


para. 


Iraqi Affairs. 


. Khadim-al-Dujaili has arrived in Tabriz ns Tragi Consul, He was 
ety Jecturer in Arabic at the London School of Oriental Stadies. 


Abyssinian Affairs. 

20, Dr. Tourenzo has arrived in Tehran to take up his post as Abyssinian 
Minister in Moscow. 

French Affairs. 

21. M. Pierre Lafond has arrived in Tehran as representative of the 
Boi Awd ye db mindy ot Freosh literature has been formed in Tebran. 
‘The French have been for some time concerned about the decrease of their long- 
established cultural influence in Persia, and this step may be an attempt: to 
revive it, 

Tehran, 16th January, 1944. 
eS 
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(E 815 /429/34) No. 12. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Recvieed 7th February.) 
(No. 38) 

‘His Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 3 for the period of the 17th to 
23rd January 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 24th January, 1944. 
ee 


Enolosure in No, 12. 
(Secret,) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 3 for the Poriod 
17th to Bird January, YOu, 


Persian A fairs. 


1. All arrangements had been made for the opening of the Majlis on the 
22nd January; invitations and programmes bad been issued and the streets 
sanded for the Royal procession. On the Qist January it wax announced that 
the opening had been postponed. This came as no surprise to many people as 
it was woll known that the Shah, the Russians and certain Deputies were in 
favour of delaying the opening for various reasons. ‘The pretext given was that 
there were insulicient Deputies present to form a quorum, Suflcient Deputies 
sould, in fact, have been collected, but some were induced to absent thomeelves 
from Tobran, For some days previous it had been evident that the Majlis would 
hot be opened if the Shah could preveot it. He had disquieting reports of the 
temper of a number of the Deputies in Tehran; he feared criticiam of the changes 
well known to have been due to his insistence, made in the Cabinet during the 
interregnum, and questions regarding the shooting of a striker at the munitions 
factory by General Shafai, the Shah's nominee to the Ministry of the Interior, an 
incident about which the public is exercised because no 

allowed. He is obsessed by fear of Seyyed Zia and the 

44 strong constitutional group of Deputies in the new Parl 

“obstructive to his aspirations to antocrac 


Ke'had seriouly con 
very discontented, a new 
all the elections to be i 
He proposed then to i 
new elections. 


soon. on ‘the enforced 
id inevitably have been 
$ part 

tte 0 skilfully elected by his father 

id Zia is still « bogey—the chosen instrument of 

British Imperialism, Tt is dificult to see where Shey heal nent evidence 

eetapPars this belief His professions seem revolntionary enough to satisfy 

(extreme Socialists, but the Tudeh press continues to attack him and the Russiars, 
to frighten the Shah with his alleged ambitions. 

3. The public and press are much excited by the publication of the news 
fiat » Persian pilgrim was decapitated by the aiithorities of Saudi Arabia vt 
Mecea after being charged with defiling the shrine. ‘The Government hie remot 
ecainmuniqué giving details and announcing that a strong protest had been made 
to the Government of Sandi Arabia, who had been informed that unless alewents 
sulects the, Gover, and guarantees given for the fature safety of Persian 

P 


subjcets. the Government of Persia would prohibit the pilgrimage to Meces the 


Econor e 
4. Dr. Millspaugh finds that revenue is coming in better than he expected 
bli ollowing figures :— : 

ee ee Ordinary Commercial 

account: ‘account, 

Rials Rials. 
Receipts to 22nd November 2.504,725,801 1,944,075,741 
Disbursements to 22nd November”. 1778640271 L888,370;788 


5. An official announcement in the press gives the following figures as 
regards cereals -— Sai 
Undertakings to 15th January - 330,000 
Deliveries : 250,000 
Stocks in Tehran 17,000 


Appointments—Civil. i 
6—{i) Ghulam Reza Nurzad to be a Director-General in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs e — 
(i) Hassan elon (F.0. 155-M.A, 210) to be a Director-General in the 
see ee eet Nesp to bo Farmadar ot i 


Persian Forces. 
Appointments—Military. 
7. The following officers have been retired :— 
Sarlashkar Abdul Majid Firuz. 
Colonsle: Hussein Shaitant; Qasim Vujdaci; Amanillah  Jalveh 
(Medien). 


Internat Seourity. 
Fare and Kuhigalu. 

8. A meeting recently took place near Behbehan of Khosrow Qasbgai and 
Abdullah Zarghampur which was attended by His Majesty's Consul-General for 
Khuzistan and Colonel Humayuni, the officer commanding the Persian troops 
in Khuzistan. Ostensibly the purpose was to discuss with Abdullah Zarghampur 
the surreader of the Germans known to be in his territory. He denied that 
were there, but also promised that he would expel them within twenty-twenty-five 
days. He gave assurances to the Persian commander of his desire for peace and 

romised to surrender some of the arms taken from Persian troops at Semirum, 
here is no particular reason to believe any of these assurances. 

9. It does not appear that General Jabanbani’s fears that Abdullah 
Zarghampur may create trouble in the vicinity of the oil-felds area have any 
‘substantial justification at present. His Majesty's Consul-General considers that 
the reinforcements of three battalions which are being sent will exercise a 
Sulficiently steadying influence. E 

10. In Fars the Mamassani are unsettled and will remain so until a settlo- 
ment is made of their land claims. Jahanbani has been discussing with Nasir 
Qashgai the question of the latter's lands. He says he told Nasir that an essential 
condition of settlement was Nasir's submission to Government and the disarma- 
ment of the tribe. 


Bakhtiari. 


11. Tt was feared that tho long-standing jealousy between the two branches 
f the family of the Bakhtiari Khans—the Ikhani and the Haji Hkhani—might 
Tend to trouble. Morteza Quli Khan, the Governor, has been appointing his own 
Telatives to all available positions in the Bakhtiari to the exclusion of the other 
branch of the family who were beginning to show signs of restlessness Mortera 
Quli, not content with the present houndaries of bis. governorship, tried to 
Persuade the Government to extend them to include Feraidan and the territories 
of the Bahmai and Western Janeki. ‘This has been refused, but he has managed 
to get one of his sons, a military officer, appointed as Governor of Feraidan and 
to have the two Chahar Lang Khans of influence in that area, Mabammad Jawad 
Shujai and Mohammad Ali Mardani, detained in Isfahan. "Morteza Qui Khan 
claims that during a visit to Tehran he placated the senior khans of the other 
branch of the family by promises of benefits to come. 








3B 


Polish A fairs. 
12. The number of civilian Poles in Persia on the 18th January was :— 
Children. Total 
In Tehran... 2 3 
Isfahan its Bao 


Ahwaz 5 2 
Meshed a 1 “o 3 fi 


The total number of Poles in Persia in January 1948 was 21,601 


Russian Affairs 


18. Kuznetzov, the Soviet Consul-General at Tabriz, h 
Majesty's Consul-General that he is be >the Minketry for Boras 
Majesty's Consul-General that he is bing transferred tothe Ministry for Foreign 


Tehran, Brd Janwary, 1944. 





(B 890/422/34) No. 18 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Received 9th Pebruary) 


(No. 46. 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his complimer " 
Principal Secretary of tae for Futign Aare, and asthe honour to tase 
ore py of Intelligence Summary No, 4 for the period of the 24 
‘S0Uh January, 1044, compiled by the military ataché ws this lagatiog ” teh © 


Tehran, 31st January, 1944 


many Enclosure in No, 13. 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 4 for the Perit 
2Mih-bih January. Toda. |” "Mt Period 


Potten Persian Affairs. 

IT has now been officially announced that the Shah will i 

, Shah will open the new Maj 

gn the 2nd February. ‘There appears to be a fairly common belief that, the 

‘overnment will not survive many encounters with the Deputies. This 

uncertainty does not conduce to the co-operation of Government officials with 

thee ret posible Ministers, als Bs 
1. The Military Governor of Tehran ha ng to 

Publishers that the following cences are triable without ures ee at 


(i) Crimes attrit es cl is 
® ini ttribatable 8 sa manifesto, declaration or any published 
(ii) Lave-majesté. 
i Insult to the 
(iv) tory of any representative of the 
; officials of the Court, Govern- 


Appointments—Civit. 
3—{i) Ibrahim Khajeh Nuri, Director of P 

Under-Sccrolary of State tthe Prine Minister. -" "Propaganda, to be 
(i) Absa Vahid tothe Farmandar of Que. Shirin 
iit) Abbas Quli Gulshayan to the Mayor of Tehran cice Bahrami, resigned. 
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Persian Forces. 
Aray. 

_ 4 The Soviet Ambassador has now informed the Shah that the tanks and 
aircraft promised by Stalin are now ready for delivery (see Summary 
dated the Sth December, 1943, paragraph 8), ‘The nuibers have been 
increased to 35 tanks and 30 aireraft—20 tombers and 10 fighters. The 
Russians suggest that a tank regiment should be formed at Qasvin and an 

regiment at Meshed, each to have a strength of 600-700, of which one-third 

wid be Russians, provided and paid for by the Soviet Government. This 
proposal bas caused! some alarm, since it might well be the foundation of a 
force partially officered, by Russians and wholly under Russian influence to be 
Used, as was the old Russian-officered Persian Cossack Division, for the 
furtherance of Russian policy in Persia. ‘The Shah has, however, decided that 
‘since the tanks and aircraft are a gift, the Russian suggestions must be agreed 
to, The Persian Government is to inform the Russians that the Persian army 
ot at present find more than 100-150 officers and other ranks of a type 
suitable to undergo training in each regiment. According to statement made 
by the Shah toa reliable informant, the tanks are 28-tonners. These will not only 
be m useless encumbrance to the Persian army, but are likely to be expensive toys 

‘The above information should be treated for the present as most secret. 

5. The Shab recently paid a visit of inspection to the Mechanised Brigade. 
‘This brigade has been a bone of contention for some time between him and the 
American advisers. The latter rightly regard: it as. useless expense in present 
Circumstances and recommended its disbandment. The Shab, on the other hand, 
‘Wishes to expand it by the addition of armoured cars (which he has not sgt) and 
mechanised Infantry. Its present constitution ie— 


One anti-aireraft artill ment of eight 75-mm, Bofors A.A. guns 
One battalion of four searchlig 
‘One mixed artillery regiment of— 

Right 105-mm. long Skoda guns 

Four 150-mm. long Skoda guns, 

Four 150-mm, short Skoda sans, 


One battalion of anti-aircraft machine guns of 18, 15mm, Besa 
machine guns. 


6. At the annual ceremony for the presentation by the Shah of epaulettes 
to first-year cadets of the Military School the commandant announced that there 
‘were 396 cadets in the school. 


Police 
7. Mr, Timmerman, the American Director-General of Police, who has for 
some time heen criticised in private, has recontly been subjected to some criticism 
f'the prea The ‘number of thefts, assaults and robleries with violence i 
Tehran has been increasing, and Mr, Timmerman, who has powers that carry 
responsibility, is being accused of Inxness in his task of reorganising the police, 
Jn an interview given to, the press ba, stated that op the present, wages of 
1,000 rials a month it was impossible to obtain recruits for the police force; that 
in Tehran alone there was a deficiency of 800 constables; that the police force 
‘Was seriously deficient in means of commanication and means of rapid locomotion, 
‘and that he had demanded jeeps, motor cycles and telephones from the United 
States, so far without success, He went on to say that one of the greatest 
handicaps to the suppression of crime was the extreme leniency of the courts. 
He had also during the eight months of his official work in Persia had to deal 
with two Prime Ministers, seven Ministers of the Interior and three chiefs of 
lice. Each change bad meant that he had to get agreement all over again for 


is proposals. 


A ppointments—Military. 
—(i) Sarhang Gulsbayan to command the 5th (Luristan and Kermanshah) 
ion vice Sartip Iravani, recalled. 
©, ‘Sai foshmand Afshar to command the 4th (Kurdistan) Division 
vice Sarhang lshayan, transferred. 
(iii) Sarhang Deihimi to be Chief of Staff of the Southern Forces vice 


Sarhang Mugbeli, relieved. 
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peinit) Sarbang Siassi to be Head of the 2nd Bureau General Staff rice Sarhang 
iim 

¥) Sarlasbgar Ali 2 jagdi (M.A. 196) to be Director of Cons a 
vie Seip Krom Panchreened, Ot 18 tobe Director of Conscription 


Internal Security, 


9. Tribal areas remain quiet. In Fars the main inte 

elections and Nasir Qashgai’s manoeuvres to secure the election of candidates 
favourable to himself, He is endeavouring, by the expenditure of money and 
hints of his nuisance value to merchants and landowners, to persuade the people 
of Shiraz to elect him from that town. In this he has two objects: one to prove 
that he has influence outside the Qashgai tribe; the other, to make sure of the 
election of at least two Qashgai candidates, since no one disapproved of by the 
Qusbgai is likely to get elected from Firnzabad, The Shah has, however, sent 
orders to General Jahanbani that he is to prevent at all costs the election of 
Nasir from Shiraz and to tell him that he will be accepted as a candidate for 
Firuzabad, the centre of his influence, only after he has handed over the Germans 
and surrendered Persian Government arms in possession of the tribe, 


Western Azerbaijan, 


10. Kurdish chiefs of Western Azerbaijan were recently summoned to 
Rezaieh by the Governor-General and admonished to keep the peace. The advice 
of the Governor General Yas supported by the local Soviet authorities. “There is 
little disorder at present beyond occasional pillaging of villages, particularly by 
the Jalali Kurds of the Maku district. moral ha fend 


Russion Afi 


11. Reports have been current in Tehran for some days of large increases 
in Russian garrisons in North Persia and of the impending arrival in Qasvin of 
several Russian general officers. No confirmation has yot been received of these 
reports. The Russian authorities say that fresh troops have arrived in Persia 
but that they are in relief of the troops now here. 

12. The elections in Tabriz are still in suspense owing to the continued 
mandeuvres by the Russians to secure the election of thoir approved candidates. 
His Majesty's Consul-General cousiders that those candidates would have no 
‘success in free elections against the candidates put up by the landed and merchant 
classes, since Azerbaijan is still essentially conservative, but that, if the Russians 
were really determined on the election of their nominees, they might. be 
successful, such is the fear of possible Russian reprisals, Azerbaijan still remains 
without & Governor-General owing to Russian opposition to every. ollicial 
suggested by the Persian Government - 

13. Two prominent members of the Armenian Dashoak party have recently 
‘been arrested in Tabriz, one by the Persian police ut the request of the Russians, 
the other by the Russians themselves. 

14, The committee that was formed by the order of the Shah under the 
residency of Sipahbod Amir Ahmadi for the collection of funds to relieve 

istress in Russia has announced that no further collections are to be made and 
that the committee will be dissolved as soon as the money collected and accounts 
have been received from the provinces. See also Summary No. 2, paragraph 18 


Polith Affairs. 
15, M. Henryk Strasburger, Polish Minister of State in the Middle East, 
has arrived in ‘Tehran on a visit to the Polish refugees 
Free French Affairs, 


16. The report in paragraph 21 of Summary No. 2/44 that M. Pierre 
Lafond has arrived in Tehran is premature, 


Tehran, 30th January, 1044. 


Rt te ee 





1 


(E 1070/422/34) No. 14 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received Wth February.) 


‘sh aA 
(Xo TIS Majesty's represeotative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 


Prinicipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 5 for the period of 31st January, 
to Oth February, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 7th February, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 14 
(Secret.) 
Military Attache's Intelligence Summary No. & for the Period 
YA Siat January to Oth February, 198 


Persian Affairs 
ag if the Majlis is the 26th February 
1. The date announced for the opening of the Majlis is the 26th Februa 
‘and not the 22nd as stated in paragraph 1 of Summary No. 4/44, Meanwhilo, 
there is much preliminary intriguing going on among the Deputies and by the 
Court f 
SD. The Tudeh press has published Protests signed by, supporters of Nasir 
ji against alleged Government interference in the, elections of 
Seen ee eC Stat tec intiorg 
secure the election in Fars of candidates favourable to hituself. ‘The Govern 
tment has its own ‘list of candidates besides ing opposed to Fare, being 
represented only in the Qashgai interest. ‘The reasow for the Tudoh, that is, 
Russian, encouragement of Qashgai candidates is not clear, It ix certainly not 
hel British interests in Fars. 

Sv ke pt ino hr ol arog bn 
concerned in the death of certain prominent Persians during the reign of Reza 
Shah. Thoy include Colonel Radsar, lately chief of police aud Mukbtari, his 
predecessor, who is already undergoing a sentence of imprisonmont. Defending 

jed that Reza Shah, who he alleged was the man really responsible 
rrought to trial. 
‘entral Committee of the 
nember of the party ix to pay 10 per ce 
party fico as a conteibution to the fund for the relief of distress 


party has announced that every 
to the 


Economic. 

5. Dr. Millspaugh has published a regulation which calls attention to the 
fact that the Government has been put to heavy loss through contracts and agree- 
ents concluded by various departments of Govern He therefore orders 
that no convention or agreement involving Government revenues, financial 
commitments or the cession or se of Government property shall be concluded 
‘without the approval of himself as Administrator-General of Finance. 

“Two contracts where the Persian Government lias lost heavily are those 
for the sale to the Russians of rice and of arms and ammunition manufactured 
in the Government factories, 

m4 otis stated in the press that in accordance with the terms of the Soviet- 
Persia Commercial Agreement the Soviet has delivered in exchange for rice ;— 


1,485,000 metres of cloth. 
$5,000 metres of silk textiles 

Knitted goods to the value of 1,728,000 rials. 
Crockery and earthenvrare fo the yale of 2,075,000 rials 
Bottles to the value of 850,000 rials. 

Newsprint to the value of 1,757,000 rials. 

Thread to the value of 612,000 rials. 


7. The Anti-Hoarding Department announces that 2,000 charges: ‘of offences 
against anti-hoarding law haveibetn laid before the courts. There have been 
forty-eight convictions and 127 acquittals 
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8. In the autumn of 1943 certain measures were tak 
British authorities to deal with an expected inv von of kets gern 
Baluchistan and from Atabia. For this purpose the Government of Tada 
provided, a mechanised battalion of Indian infantry” and G.HQ. Mideast 
ent the Transjordan Frontier Force, ‘The former was locate ihe Persian 
Galt close to the Indian frontier and the later wy the Beste Atte ae 
In addition,» Sight of LAF tuachines, specially fitted for the spraying of 
Mtn Was allotted to Jask and ten Russian aircraft to the area nea 
ier Sale Pa ates Sat Gt OEE Aa hmm 
er conditions hat an invasion from India was unlikely, in nber 
the Soviet aircraft and Soviet specialists returned 0 Henin ond'aie teat 
infantry battalion was withdrawn to India. The Transjordan Frontier Force 
will romain in the Bandar Abbas-Jask area for some time longer. nS 
he following. statistics regarding education in Persia, were given by 


‘ininter of Education at a recent ceremony where the Shah was present -— 
(i) Number of schools in Persia—Primary 2.302 


: Secondat 

(i) Number of pupils who received corttcates during th oe 
ast year from primary schools cme 

(iii) Number of pupils who presented themselves for the final ca 
‘examination at secondary schools 26,501 


A ppointmente—Cicil, 
10. (i) Kazim Sayyah to be Director-General o i 
i Ali Maulavizadoh to be Farmanderof Durante te ees 
i) Sartip Mirjalali to be Under-Secretary of St 
ol Taduary and Commerce: nf ate tn the Ministry 


(iv) Bagir Kazemi 2 Pe 
(iv) Hague Kazemi (F.0. 105; M.A. 142) to be Persian Minister in 


(v) Mr, Pixley jean adv t 
(9) Mr, Pixley (American adviser) to be Director-General of Accounts 


Corrigendum—In Summary No. 4, paragg 
Abdul Wahid should be Bakabdat and noc Pargartior, {%¢ SPPOlntment of 


Addendum—In Summary Ne 
wo nid idendum-—In Summary No. 4, paragraph 3 (i), add at end-—in addition 


Tehran, Oth February, 1944. 





(1B 1219/422/34) No. 19, 


(0) Sir R. Bullard ¢o Mr. Eden.—(Receiced 2rd February) 

HIS Majesty's Representative presents h i " 
Principal Secretary of State for Fertig Affairs ant has the honour wo teat 
herewith a copy ‘of, Intelligence Summary No, 0, for the period of the 
Ju, Eetruary to the 18th February, 1044, compiled by the military attaché to this 


Tehran, 14th February, 1944, 


Bae Enclosure in No, 15. 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 6 for ti z 
Summary No. 6 for the peri bru 
ta the 18th February, Yes, PTT TH Pebruary 


wines Persian A ffairs. 
1. As the opening of the Majlis , s 

1¢ Majlis approaches the Shab ncreasi 
pervonmnes Hie has teen seeing a numer of the Deputies and Tens thet 
these interviews have not increased his confidence in his own wisdom bat have 
aroused anxieties as to the attitude the Majlis is likely to adopt towards his 
Fecent unconstitutional attempts to influence the course of events, It is also 





said that reflection and the views of others have raised. fears of the possible 

tuences of his acceptance of the Russian offer to form Persian Tank and 
‘Avintion Units, with a strong framework of Russian personnel, from the tanks 
‘and aircraft which Stalin is presenting—see Summary No. 4/44, paragraph 4. 
He is likely to attempt to divert attention from himself by encouraging the 
growing hostility to Sabeily, who is not expected to survive for long the opening 
Of the Majlis. Saeed, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, seems to be his most 
likely successor. 

‘The Tehran elections are now over, and the names of eleven successful 
candidates have been published in the press. The twelfth bas not, yet been 
‘nounced. It is perbaps noteworthy that. the three who have easily, topped 
the poll, Dr. Musaddig, Sesyid Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai, and) Husssin 
Pirmia, have beon yenuinely elected on the merits of the esteem in, which they 
are held and not as a result of bribery oF the usual electioneering methods of 
candidates. No Tudeh candidate has been successful and only three of those 

ly favoured by the Shah. 

‘nyestigation into the charges against the suspects interned at 
Soltanalad is now finisbed as far as concerns those against whom the British 
have evidence. Thirty-two against whom the Russians claimed to have evidence, 
which they bave not yet produced, have been handed over to the Persian 
Government for custody pending investigation by the Russians. 


Communications. 
4. Attempts are now being made to exercise more effective control over 
the motor transport at the disposal of the Road Transport Department of the 
Persian Government. This amounts to 900 Lease-Lend trucks and 685 trucks 
under contract. Owing to lack of supervision many of these have been employed 
in carrying illicit loads at large profits. Eighteen British officers and nine 
British n.cos have now been lent to the American director of the department 
to supervise the operation of the transport, The Persian Government has also 
insued regulations setting up a Department of Transport. The functions of 
this department are those of Movement Control. All applications for the 
transport of goods by road or rail must be made to the department, who will 
allot priorities and inform the Iranian State Railways or the Road ‘Transport 
Hoard. ‘The departiment will aleo allot priorities to demands by Govermnent 
officials for cars or accommodation in other means of transport, Tt will be in 
charge of a director responsible to the Administrator-Genoral of Finance. 


A ppointmente—Cicil 
5. (i) Mehdi Davar (Vossuq es Sultaneh) (F.0. 57; M.A. 73) to be 
Governor-General of Eastern Azerbaijan 
(ii) Abmad Mugbil to be ler-Secretary of State in the Ministry 
of Finance. 


Persian Forces. 
Army. 
6 The Soviet Government has invited a mission of Persian officers to visit 
Russia. They suggested that fifty might be eent, but the Persian Government 
has pleaded that it could not, in present circumstances, afford to send so many, 
cspetially as it has to find officers for training in the tanks and aircraft to 
resented by the Soviet Government. It is probable that General Yazdan Panal 

Mill head the mission to Russia anid that the number to accompany him will not 
txceed fifteen. It is proposed to detail about thirty officers for training in the 
tanks and fifteen for training in the aircraft with aboot 100 other ranks in 
each case 

7. "Colonel Atapur, C.B.E., lately Persian Military Attaché in London, has 
returned to Persia. 
A ppointments—Mititary. 

© Colonel Mubammad Bagir Amir Nizami to be head of the Second 
Bureau of the General Staff 


Internal Security. 

Fars. 
9. Nasir Qashgai may be realising that both the Shah and the Persian 
Government (some members of it) are considering measures to prevent him from 
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6 
British A fairs. 


16. His Majesty's Legation in Tehran has been raised to an Embassy, as 
also has the American Legation 

17, Lord Knollys, chairman of the British Overseas Airways Corporation, 
and other officials of the company visited Tehran from the 10th to the 
12th February 


Russian A ffairs 


15. Reports regarding alleged large increases in the number of Soviet troops 
in Persia coutinve to be ofvoulatad with ao much asiduity and wealtv of door 
that it is natural to suspect that these reports are being deliberately put about 
for some definite purpose. Those who believe them attribute these increases to 
& Soviet desire to bring pressure on either Persia or Turkey. 1) 
some alarm in Persian circles and there is information that the Tu: 
has been showing some concern about them. The Soviet milit ry attaché has 
Mated that there is no truth in them; there have been some reliefs and exchanges 
Of garrisons, but the only increase is a Pioneer Regiment for work on the roads, 
From other sources it is known that there has been ‘no noticeable increase at 
Meshed, Tabriz or Kazvin. 

19. The announcement recently made by the Soviet Government to the effect 
that the republics of the Union ‘wonld in fature be free to conduct ther eee 
foreign relations and to maintain their own armics bas awakened ploomy 
forebodings in Persian minds. They foresee that in the near future ‘Soviet 
Fopresentation in Persia will be reinfarced by Ministers from Soviet Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Georgia and Turkmenistan, They expect to hnd Soviet Azerbaijan 
Blotting to encourage the secession from Persin of Persian Azerbaijan, and Soviet 

‘urkmenistan holding out open arms to Persian Turkomans 

20. A formal meeting of the Trano-Soviet Cultural Society (see Summary 
No, 2/44, paragraph 17) was held on the 6th February. The Soviet Ambassador, 
who is honorary president of the society, said that its purpose was to bring 
together the sivants and intellectuals of the two countries with a view (o 
increasing friendship and understanding between Persia nnd Rastia, The 
Executive Committee of the society includes Saeed, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs; Hamid Sayyah, inister of Posts and Telegraphs; Zand, Minister for 
‘War; General Yazdan Panah. 

21. The Soviet Embassy recently introduced to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs a colonel of the Red Army as liaison officer with the Persian gendarmerie, 
‘This officer asked the commandant of the gendarmerie to provide him with office 
‘Accommodation in gendarmerie headquarters to ensuite tbat liaison was constant 
and intimate. The real purpose presumably was to offset the influence of the 
American Chief of Gendarmerie. ‘The request wae polively refused, 

22. For some months past a Russian officer with a staff has been stationed 
at Turbat i Sheikh Jam (75 miles south-east of Meshed) where he has been buying 
horses. A reliable source estimates the number of horses bought and sent to 
Rossia as 1,600-1,700. Another source sys that 800 of these were smuggled into 
Persia ftom Afghanistan 

23. Queen Fowzich attended tho final meting of the committee organised 
to mise funds for the rele of distress in Russia (wee Summary Not pare 
graph 14). ‘The President, Sipahhod Abmadi, announced that 6 llion rial had 
teen collected and the Queen authorised the remittance of that amount to the 
Soviet Embassy 


American Affairs. 


24 On the 11th February the Shah was flown via Isfahan and Abadeh to 
Abadan in General Connolly's aircraft. At Abadan he visited the American 
Aircraft Ascombly Plant and lunched with the staff before returning to Tehran, 
He was accompanied by General Connolly, the Prime Minister, the Minister of 
Communications, Generals Yardan Panah and Razmara and some American 
olficers. ‘This is only the Shah's second flight. His first was also inn American 
‘machine, with Mr, Wendell Wilkie, 


Tehran, 18th February, 1944. 
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(B 1977 /422/38) No. 16, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 7th March), 

(No. 79.) r 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Afisirs, and has the honour to 

transmit herewith & copy of Intelligence Summary No. 7 for the period of the 
Mth to 20th February, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, Mst February, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 16. 
Secret.) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 7 for the Period 
Vth to 20th February, 1044 
Persian A fairs 
Potiticat, 

1. ‘The Shab continues to discuss the political situation with all and sundry 
and to perplex himself with the conflicting advice that results. Aspirants to the 
premiership are endeavouring to create for themselves supporting groups in 
the Majlia, Soyyed Zia ix building up a party, so far without name or programme, 
outside the Majlis. ‘The Shab gave an audience to some members of the Majlis on 
the 1th Februaty-=representatives of parties, including the Tudeh, and inde- 
pendent members. They assured him of their dixinterested devotion to the welfare 
ff the country and of their insixtenee that the law should be upheld. ‘The Shah 
‘urgod that plans for the betterment of the country should be made on a programme 
of two of three years and insisted on the epecial importance of security, public 


health and education, 
: Shab tx reported to be giving people to understand that the Russians 


have guaranteod his throve, On the other hand it is «aid that hit most trusted 
Sr, General Yazdan Panah, frequently reminds him that the British bave 
Iready brought about the abdication of three Shaha—Muhammad Ali, Ahmad 
id Roza Sha, 
3. Dr, Millspa greatly objects to the contract made with the 
Russians for the manufacture of arms and ammunition in Persian factories sinco 
it entails expenditure from Persian finances without any repa 
Russians, has refused oredite to the factories and consequently the workme 
sannot be paid. ‘The Minixtor of Commerce has offered his resignation and the 
workinen are threatening to strike and to take refuge in the Soviet Embassy 
4. Hajhir, the recently-appointed Minister of the Interior, who has been 
‘on a visit to London, has returned to Tehran. 


Economie. 

The ‘Treasury Bonds, whee issue was approved by the Majlis—seo 
Summary No. 38/43, paragraph 7--are shortly to be on sale. ‘They are to be of 
the value of 1,000, 10,000, 100,000 and 1,000,000 rials and of two series—one 
maturing in three months the other in six.’ ‘The rate of interest has not 
announced 


Appointments—Civil ¢ 
—{i) Muhammad Hussein Mirza Jahanbani to be Chief of Police, Tehran. 
ta ee arian, uta © dirergenra in the Masry of the 
Interior and formerly in the army; & 
{i) Police Lientenant Colonel Tura} Amin to be Chief of Police, Meshed. 
(ii) Ghulam Reza Nurzad to be Comptroller of the Court 


Persian Forces. 

Bar the Chief of Staff the Shah ordered certain changes 
hout consulting the Chief of Staff the Shab ordered, ce 

fiery appointment, ich are detailed in Baragraph 11 teow. The rest 

i from the Ministry of War and from the command of the 

ion of two supporters of the Chief of Staff and of the American 

military mission and their relegation to less important positions. Into the 


or 


Ministry of War is now introduced an officer who, together with General R: 
is Inced an officer who, together with General Razmara 
of the Shab's military scoretariat, hts for some time past been in close contact 
Pith the Russians and who is regarded in the army as the Russians’ man. He 
is perhaps only so to the extent that he hopes for Russian support against the 
American advisers, of whom be has always disapproved. 
8. These appointments will undoubtedly be interpreted as an indication of 
influence in the army and of the Shah’s intention to acquiesce in Russian 
to the American advisers. “One object is probably to forve the resigna 
General Riazi, the Chief of Staff. The Shah has already informed His 
Majesty's Embassy that he wishes to replace him by General Yardun Panah and 
Was told that in the opinion of His Majesty's Embassy he would be ill-advised 
to do's. General Yazdan Panah showed few good qualities except financial 
honesty and some ineffective patriotism during his previous tenure of the appoint. 
ment of Chief of Staff. Ho makes no concealment of his disagreement with the 
Plans of the American advisers and he has always maintained that Persia needs 
fn army in present cireumstanoes of at least 110,000 
__,, The Shah has again been expressing to the Chief of Staff his discontent 
With the American Military Mission. The real cause of his discontent probably 
is that General Ridley does not champion vied-vis Dr. Millspaugh the cause 
of a Jarge army 
a al Ridley says that the American Government has agreed to send 
ine more officers for his mission, making twenty in all 


A ppointmente—Mititary. 
11L—{i) Sartip Ansari (Ghulam All) from Under-Seoretary of Stato in the 
Ministry for War to be Director of the Military Tribunals (Fudge 
Advocate General's) Department of the Army” 
(ii) Sartip Abdullah Hidayet from Commandant of the Officers’ Cadet 
School to be Und 
(ii) Sati 
tat Diy 


mand of the 
1 School; 
(Hadi) F:0. 196, M.A. 270) from Director of 
snd the Ist Divixion 


Internal Security, 


General Jabanbani has been in Tehran disoussing the sitaation in Fars 
iven to the Government his definite opinion that negotiation will not 
submision of Nasir Qaahgai. Plans for military operations were 
discussed with the Minister for War and Chief of Staff. Morteza Quli Khan, 
the Governor of Bakhtiari, was asked if Bakhtiari co-operation against the 
Qashigai could be counted on and he replied, “* Only to the extent of benevolent 
heutrality."” Tt was decided that the spring was not a suitable owcasion for 
military action against the tribes; the summer, when the tribes were settled in 
their summer quarters, offered more favourable opportunities. Tt is understood 
that the Shah bas approved in principle that operations for the disarmament 
of the Qashgai should take place in the summer. There is little chance of this 
happenin, 

13. The choice of a Governor-General to succeed Qavaim ul Mulk in Shiraz 
has not yet been made. Farajullah Bahraeni—see Summary No. 6/4, para 
graph 9—like Qavam ul Mulk, has demanded authority and’a free hand to a0 
extent which the Government ix unwilling to give. 


Kuh i Galw. 

14. It is unlikely that any military operations will take place for the 
disarmament of Bahmai—sce Summary No. 6/44. pi h 12. “Morteza Quit 
Khan, Governor of Bakhtiari, may be allowed to t ‘see what he can do 
With his political influence with some troops in the background 


British Affairs, 
15, On the invitation of the Government of India a mission of three Persian 
savants is shortly to visit universities and other educational institetions in Indi 
The mission will consist of Ali Asghar Hikmat (F.0.86 M.A-11]), Rashid 
Yasimi and Pur Daoud. on : rt 
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16. Largely through the inspiration of officers of the Indian Army Medical 
Services a medical society has been formed in Tehran which includes British, 
American, Indian, Rassian, Persian and Polish doctors. ‘They hold periodical 
ineetings to the great benefit of Persian doctors. 


Russian Affairs. 


17. There is still no confirmation of the rumours of large increases of 
Russian trnops in North Persia referred to in Summary No, 6/44, paragraph 18 
The Turkish Vice-Consul at Rezaieh, who may be relied on to have investigated 
the matter carefully, has informed His Majesty's Coosul-General at Tabriz that 
there has been no increase west of Lake Rezaich (Urumich). He estimates the 
present Russian garrison at Rezaich at 500-600 and approximately similar 
numbers at Shahpur, Khoi, Maku, Bazirgan. He states that from the junction 
of the Turkish and Iraq frontiers to Shahpur there are mot more than five Russian 
posts of thirty to forty men each in the vicinity of the Persian-Turkish frontier 
‘An unusnally large number of junior officers has, however, been noticed in both 
‘Tobria and Qazvin, : 

18, General Yusefoyich has relieved General Gaidukoy at Tabriz. in 
command of Soviet troops in North-West Persia. 

19, M. Nikolai Klimov has arrived in Kermanshah as Soviet Consul. _ 

20. ‘Tho Soviet Civil Hospital in Tehran, to which reference was made in 

paragraph 13, is now advertising daily in the Persian press, 
'o tho usual medical attention it offers physiotherapy, dentistry, treat 
real diseasos (with a private door), bacteriological examination, 
beauty treatment, mud baths with mud from Lake Urumieh and private “luxe 
maternity wards 


American Affaire, 

21, Following on his trip by Anierican aircraft to the American aircraft 
aworbiy plant at Abadan, reported in Summary No. 6/44, paragraph 24, the 
‘Shah, who was accompanied by the Queen, visited on the 16th February the very 
well-equipped camp of Am 


can troops at Amirabad near Tehran, 


Tehran, 20th February, 144. 





(1B 1525/42/94) No. 17, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 8th March.) 
(No. 92) oer 
HIS Majesty's represontative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 8 for the period of the 2ist to 
2hth February, 1044, compiled by the mililary attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 28th February, 944. 


Enclosure in No. 17. 
(Becrot,) 
Military Attaché's Inteltigence Summary No.8 for the Period 
* ‘Qist-27th February, 1944 
Persian A faire 
Potitieat, t 
‘THE Shak opened the Majlis on the 26th February. In his speech, after 
referring to the Tripartite Treaty of Alliance, to Persia’s declaration of wat 
‘and to the Tehran Declaration, he stated that his first object was that the 
Constitutional Law should reign supreme throughout the whole structure of the 
country and that each of the three ‘' powers’’ (be presumably referred to 
the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary) should within the spheres 
allotted to them by the Fundamental Law spare no effort to falfil the duties 
legally imposed on them so that the Government could devote all its energies to 
the improvement of social and economic conditions, with particular regard to 


09 


public health and education. ‘To this end it would be necessary to endeavour to 
develop the resources of the country, particularly its agriculture and its mines 
His second object was to improve general security and to establish order 
throughout the country. This required the strengthening and increase of the 
security forces. It was also his object to ensure the independence of the 
Judiciary ‘These objects could only be achieved by fruitful eallaboration between 
the Majlis and the Government. “He, for his part, would always support pro: 
gressive and patriotic parties and all those who strove for the happiness of the 
Ration. 

2 Amir Jang Bakhtiari was elected temporary President of the Majlis, A 
new election will be held as soon as the credentials of two-thirds of the Deputies 
have been accepted. This will probably take three to four weeks, and no legisla 
tion can be effected until it is completed 

3. The Soviet announcement that republics of the U.SS.R. would in future 
have freedom in their foreign relations has aroused particular interest 
Azerbaijan, His Majesty's Consul-General_at Tabriz reports that Mosl 
opinion generally regards it not as a change of heart, but as a move of political 
expediency. Always sensitive to any sign of increasing Soviet penetration, the 
Azerbaijan Moslems fear that the ew principle opens up possibilities of a 
greater Azerbaijan; Armenians. oti the other hand, welcome the step ‘They are 

erally anxious to see the stabilisation of Soviet influence in Azerbaijan in the 
Rope thet ft will poset them against posible Persian repriaala 

4. The Ministry of the Interior has announced the relense after investiga- 
tion of twenty-three of the détenues arrested at the request of the Allies (toe 
Summary No, 6/44, paragraph 9) 

5. "The absconding priest, Seyyid Abul Qasim Kashani, got enough votes 
in the Tehran elections to pat him among the successful candidates. In order to 
ive the Persian Government good grounds for delaring him ineligible for 
election, if they wish to make use of them, the British Embassy has publishod 
statement showing Kashani’s intimate connexion with Mayer and with German 
plots in Persia. 

6, ‘The trial of certain officials of the police for complicity in the murder 
of certain Persian notables in the reign of Reza Shah is finished (soe Summary 
‘No. 5/44, paragraph 3). One of the accused has been sonitenced to death, three 
others to imprisonment for life, ten and nine years respectively. 


Economi 

7. Dr. Millspaugh has issued a circular to all officials of the Finance 
Department in the provinces stressing the Finance Minixtry 
monopoly goods—that is, cloth, tea and sugar—should be distributed: rogu 
‘and impartially. Where stocks are available, distribution should continue 
begin at once. Demands should be forwarded to the Ministry f 
necessary to maintain at all times stocks sufficient for six months” consumption, 
In each distribution centre a commission is to be formed of the Finance Agent, 
the Bakshdar and reliable local notabilities to control 
Villages and in tribal areas. The distribution within the village or the tr 
to be entrusted to a committee of local notabi ‘These local committees will 
Prepare a list of the inhabitants of their village or tribal unite, with the number 
Of their identity cards, which will form the basis for the supply of monopoly 
Roods. Finance agents are to see that the people are aware of the quantity of 
goods issued for distribution and their prices. 

Dr. Millspaugh bas created a special section in the Ministry of Finance 
which will control the Departments of Transport, Rationing and Distribution, 
formerly controlled by the Price Stabilisation Section. The duties of this 
section are: the rationing of all monopoly goods except grain and bread; the 
transport of such goods for distribution to the appropriate contres; their 
distribution to the consumer; and the administration of Government markets 
‘The section will control all monopoly goods from the time they are released from 
customs, if imported, or from the time they are notified by the Procurements 
Department to be available, if produced locally. 

9. The Minister of Commerce and Industry (General Shafai) has resigned 
on the ostensible grounds that the Administrator-General of Finance has refused 
funds for the payment of the wages of employees of the munition factories 

ug for the Russians (see Summary No, 7/44, paragraph 3). Dr. Millspaugh, 
Interview given to the press exid be woald shortly authorise the payment 

to employees of the factories of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

for the month that ended on the 2ist February, but he considered that State 


(27851) ra 











70 


factories should be self-supporting and should not be dependent on subsidies, as 
Were the munition factories. He hoped shortly to make arrangements that. would 
render these subsidies unnecessary. ‘The necessity for the subsidising of the State 
‘tunition factories arises from the omission of the Russians to pay for any of the 
products they take, € 

10. The interest to be paid on the Treasury bonds, whose impending issue 
was reported in Summary No, 7/44, paragraph 5, is 4 per cent. per anbitm on the 
three-month bonds and 4} per cent. on the six-month tonds 

11, “His Majesty's Consul at Bandar Abbas reports that 25,000 tons of red 
oxide haye aconmulated at Hormuz awaiting buyers 


Appointments—Civil 
12—(i) Rahmat Atabegi to the Persian Consul at Beirut. 
(ii) The new chief of police, Muha Hussein Mirza Jabanbani, bas 
been given the police rank of Sarpas, equivalent to brigadier, 


sem, Persian Forces. 


19. One of the Russian-inspired Persian papers recently commented on the 
alleged decision of the Soviet Government to present to the Persian army the full 
equipment for a motorised formation, consisting of aircraft, artillery, tanks, 
anti-aircraft guns and motor vehicles. One of the defects, it said,’ of the 
Persian army of to-day was that it had no experience of fighting or knowledge 
of modern Weapons. “If the news was true, then the gift would do much to 
remedy these defects and to inspire the officers with a new spirit. But allicers 
should romember that, although discipline should inspire the army, it should 
nover be allowed to develop into blind obedience. An officar wax first & ¢ 
and he must not allow himself to be uiod against th 
training that personnel of the Persian army would receive from the Russians 
these now arma would teach them the real spirit of soldiering and enable thet 
to found a well-trained military organisation, 

14 There is as yet no reason to telieve that the Russians havo oflered 

ything more than the thirty-five tanks and thirty aircraft mentioned. in 
Summary No, 4/44, paragraph 4. Tt wo 
tho presumably inspired press article 
ave the 
Tt may also be interpre te 
‘accept the authority of the American advisers should the 
oidle to invest them with authorit 
‘in known, no definite answer has Yo teen given tothe Russian 
offer to establish mixed Rusio-Persian regiments of tanks and aircraft, There 
is already opposition amang the Deputies tothe acceptance of the gift of tanks 
and aircraft even without conditions. It is likely that there would be violent 
‘opposition to the formation of mixed regiments if the suggestion were known to 
the public. 


Gendarme 
16, The contract for the engagement of Colonel Schwarzkopf and a mission 
of American officers for the reorganisation of the gendarmerie includes the 
follawing conditions 
(i) The task of the mission is to advise and assist the Persian Ministry of 
the Interior in reo if the gendarmerie 

(ii) The period of the engagement of sion shall be for a minimum of 
two years, ie, until the lat October, 1945. It can be cancelled at 
three months’ notice on either side and it may be renewed. after the 
expiry of two years. 

(iii) Officers of the mission will serve in the rank they hold in the American 
army or in any higher rank they may be given by the Persian 
Government. They will take precedence over all Persian officers of 
equivalent rank 

(iv) The head of the mission shall have “‘ control of gendarmerie organisa- 
tion for the duration of this contract and he will take precedence over 
all officers of the Imperial Gendarmerie, He is in direct charge of the 
control and organisation (of the gendarmerie) and has the right to 
make proposals to the Shah, through the Minister of the Interior, for 
the promotion, appointment, degrading or dismissal of all ranks of 
the gendarmerie, No other person has the right to interfere."" 
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(¥) The Persian Government agrees that during the period of this contract 
it will not engage officers of any other Power for work with the 


gendarmerie 
(vi) All members of the mission undertake not to disclose to any national of 
4 foreign Power official secrets learnt in the course of their duties, 


Internal Security. 
Kuhi-Galu. 

17. Morteza Quli Khan, Governor of Bakhtiari, and General Jahanbani are 
Bow in Khuzestan concerting politico-military measures to induce the Bahmai to 
surrender some arms. Meanwhile, Persian troops have been concentrated at 
Rod.i-Zard. It is likely that the Bahmai will surrender sufficient arms to save 
the face of the Government authorities and avert military operations. 

18. The Persian commander in Khuzestan reports that Abdullah 
Zarghampur Boit Ahmadi has banded over fifteen light machine guns, one 
mortar and some other equipment taken at Semirum, but only one rifle. In 
Teturn, he was asking to be given authority aver the Dushmanziari and one 
section of the Taiyibi. He also reported that the Boir Ahmadi were handing the 
Germans back to the Qashgai 


British Affairs. 


19, Daring the last ten months a mobile dispensary, provided by Porsin and 
Traq Force, under a British officer, has been touring t ho result of 
this evidence of the interest of the British anthorit welfare of the 
tribes has been wholly good. The visits of the 
Welcomed and it has been hospitably received ino gratitude hax been ahown 
for the attentions of the medical officer. Much valuable information abot 
conditions in the tribes hax been obtained, ‘The tribes visited include Arabs 
Lurs, Kurds, Bakbtiari, Qashgai, Mamassanni and some sections of the Boir 
Abinadi. Many more of these dispensaries could be employed with advantage. 


Russian Affairs. 


20, In Tabriz there are many rumours of the impending arrival of lange 
pumbers of Russian civilians who, it ix alleged, will be sent to Persia to take 
advantage of the plentiful supplies of food in the north. Some officers’ familion 
have arrived, and His Majesty's Consul-General reports that the Russians are 
renting and requ if additional accommodation, There are large 

ntities of surplus grain, which should be, but are not, sent to Tehran, anid of 

ried fruits, whose export from the province is prevented by the Russians, ‘Th 
latter are buying lange numbers of animals and qhantities of butter and vegetables 
for export, with the result that the prices of these commodities are rising. 

21. M. Kraskov has arrived in Isfahan as Russian Cousul 


Chinese Affairs. 


22. A Chinese goodwill mission, which has been in England and Turkey. 
has arrived in Tehran as guests of the Persian Government. 


Tehran, 27th February, 1944. 





[E 1862/420/34) No. 18 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden,—(Received th March.) 

(No, 116), 4 

HIS Majesty’s representative presente his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to teansinit 

herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 10 for the period the 6th to the 
12th March, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 13th March, 1944 


(27851) 











Enclosure in No, 18 
(Secret,) 
Military Attaché’ Intelligence Summary No. 10 for the perio the Wth March to 
2th March, 1944 


Persian Affairs 
Political. 

1. The expected attack in the Majlis on the credentials of Seyyid Zia ed Din 
was miade not by the Tudeh party Deputies, but by Dr. Musaddiq (Musaddiq ee 
Sultaneh—F.0, 185; M.A. 184). "It was based not on the legality of his recent 
election for Yexd, but on his unfitness to be a Deputy owing to his having acted 
against the logally constituted Government of Persia by his participation in the 
coup d’Btat of 1921, which brought Reza Khan to power. Dr. Musaddiq at that 
time was Governor-General of Fars, and refused to recognise the Government 
formed by Seyyid Zia, In the course of his speech and Sevyid Zia's reply much 
old history was retold, not always acourately. ‘The old which finds, and 

3 always will find, many believers, that the coup «' Etat was engineered by 
tho British, was brought out to show that Seyyid Zia must then have been a British 
tool and ta support the suggestion that he had been brought back to Persia in the 

erests of British policy. In his reply Seyyid Zia made a good impression on 

Deputies, and the result of the debate is to improve his standing in political 
circles, “He was. supported by fifty-seven Deputies of eighty-six present 
Dr, Musaddiq maintained bis old reputation as an emotional demagogue, possibly 
well-intentioned but certainly misguided, 

2 Attempts were made during the two days’ debate on Seyyid Zia's 
credentinis to organise demonstrations against him by crowds assembled outside 
the Parliament buildings. The Tudeh party is accused of having been. the 
organiners, Seyyid Zia's supporters are also accused of having takon counter- 
meanren 

‘3. Certain recent events have tended to disturb public opinion and to shake 
public confidence in Great Britain's ability to guarantee the fulfilment of the 
I Declaration regarding Persia's post-war status. They are, firstly, the 

neut of the departure of the British Military Mission from Turkey and 
the knowledge that Turkey had refused to commit herself to the side of tbe Allies; 
secondly, Mr, Churchill's statement that the end of the European War might not 
come this year; and, thirdly, the British attitude to Poland and Yugoslavia, which 


is interpreted ax an indignation of Britivh subservience to Russian wishes 


Economic, 

4. Reports from the provinces of Isfahan and Fars indicate anxiety about 
the coming haryest owing to shortage of snow and rain, In areas of South-ast 
Fare tho crops are already considered to have failed and famine conditions to be 
imminent, See also Summary No. 9/44, paragraph 6 


Appointmente—Ci 
5. Afkham Saadlu to be Farmandar of Khorramabad. 


Internat Security. 
Kuhoi-galu, 

6. A column of Persian troops, some 1,500 strong, hax marched peacefully 
through the Babmai country and was to go oa to Izeh (Malamir) in Janeki, the 
scone of a minor disaster to Persian troops in May 1943, since when the area bas 
not known them. The column was accompanied by General Jahanbani and 
Morteza Quli Bakhtiari. ‘The Bahmai surrendered some arms and the military 
commanders have brought to notice at an appropriate moment, the Noruz 

romotions being under consideration, that they dare venture into tribal country 
Ffonoar is satisfied although the Bahai are not Botr Alimadi nor even Quabge 


Fars. 

7. There is farther reliable evidetce of the increase of Nasir Qushgai’s 
influence throughout Fars, In addition to the Mamassani, whose inclination 
towards Nasir was reported in last week's summary, the Khamseh tribes are now 

ted to be drifting into his orbit. It is true that General Jahanbani's policy, 
which is partly imposed on him by the weakness of the Government and partly by 
his own propensity to seek the immediate easy way, is keeping the peace for the 
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moment, but it is creating a serious problem which the Government will have to 
tackle some day. And if the tribes do not create disturbances during the spring 
migration it will be a proof of the strength of Nasit’s influence over them rather 
than of their fear of reprisals by Goverminent,. Tt is x reasonable hope that Nasit 
will endeavour to show that he can keep the tribes in order. 


Russian Affairs 
& ‘The report in Summary No. 9/44, paragraph 17, to the effect that there is 
now to be a unified Soviet command in Persia has been confirmed. An officer, 
Lieutenamt-General Sovietnikov, senior to Licutenant-General Gaidukoy, has 
arrived to take up this command. Goidukov remains as deputy Commander-in- 
chief and Major-General Erishkevitch has been appointed Chief of Staff. It is 
understood that the Transportation command under General Kangin remains 
independent and continues to be under the direct orders of Moscovt 
9, More authentic reports than the ramours recently circulating have been 
Feveived of an increase of Russian troops along the Petsian—Turkish frontier, 
notably at Shahpur, Khoi and Bazirgan. The reports come from two sources and 
speak of considerable numbers, but it should not yet be accepted that these are 
‘more than normal reliefs 


British A fairs. 
10. The Commander-in-chief, Persia and Iraq Force, visited Tehran during 
the week 
11. On the 9th March Sir Reader Bullard presented his Letters of Credence 
to the Shah on his appointment as ambassador 


Tehran, 12th March, V4. 





(E 1984/42/38) No. 19, 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 20th March.) 
(No. 125.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour mn 
herewith « copy of Intelligence Summary No. 11 for the period of 
19th March, 194, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 20th March, 1944. 


Enclosure in No, 19. 
Beeret.) 
Military Attachi's Intelligence Summary No, \i for the Period 
13th-19th March, 1444. 


Persian A 
site he 

IN accordance with custom, the Government resigned aa soon as the new 
Majlis was legally constituted. ‘At a secret session a taajority of the Deputies 
decided to recommend to the Shah that Muhammad Sa'ed, Minister for Foreign 
Aflairs since June 1942, should be asked to form a new Cabinet. The Shah has 
accepted this advice, It is expected that the new Cabinet will not differ greatly 
from the old. Sa'ed is an honest and well-meaning. gentleman, without 
initiative, ambition or power of organisation or leadership. He, however, starts 
With one unusual advantage: having had no desire to be Prime Minister, be has 
not had to make promises for the future to Deputies and others to secure their 
mp 


port 
2. Mirea Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai has been elected President of the 
Majlis, narrowly defeating Dr. Musaddiq. Malikmadani and Amir Taimtir 
have been elected Vice-Presidents. 

3 The Tudeh prese in a series of violent articles i venting the disappoint- 


ment felt by the party at the failure of the attempt to unseat Seyyid Zia. Popular 
opinion regards Seyyid Zia's success as a defeat for the Shah and the Russians 
and a victory for the British, 
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Economic 

4. Increases of pay have been sanctioned by the Government to sugar 
factory employees of 30 per cent., and to telephone workers, who were recently 
‘on strike, of 70 per cent. on salaries up to 1,000 rials per mensem with, in 
addition, a cost-of-living allowance. ‘The workers in the Tehran Silo have now 
gone on strike as a protest against the delay in giving them certain promised 
concessions. They are preventing access to the Silo and the unloading of lorries 
bringing in wheat, thus dislocating the programme of the collection of grain. 

'. ‘The Persian press announces the arrival in Tehran of American and 
British oil concession-hunters interested in that part of Persia not covered by 
the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company concession. 


A ppointments—Cieit 
6. Shibab-ud-Douleh (Shams-nl-Mulk Ara) (FO, 195; MLA 31) to be 
Farmandar of Kurdistan. 


Internal Security, 
Fars. 

7. Abdullah Zarghampor, Boir Ahmadi, has written to Nasir Qashgai 
informing him that the Taiyibi and Bahmai tribes have appealed to him for help 
gainst. the Persian military operations for their disarmament (see Summa 
‘0, 10/44, paragraph 6). He wanted Nasir's advice and to be assured of his 
support. A British officer was visiting Nasir when this message was received, 
and he reports that Nasir waa greatly upset. Ho accused the British of 
instigating these operations as preliminary steps for the disarmament of the 
tribes; he threatened danger to the oll:fields and fire and sword from Khuzestan 
to Persian Baluchistan, ‘There is, in fact, no present intention of attempting 
to disarm the Taiyibi, but it is perhaps significant that the report that the Persian 
forces had even the’ hardihood to. venture to challenge these relatively weak 
tribes waa wufficient to cause Nasir xo much concern. He may not be so confident 

of hin position as recent roports have indicated, 


Luristan, 
8, By agreement between Persian and Iraq authorities, Bani Lam tribesmen, 
fforing from a vhortago of grazing in Trag, were allowed to move their flocks 
into the Pusht-i-Kah area of Persian territory. Some clashes occurred with 
Persian gondarmes who attempted to confiseate the rifles which the Arab tribes 
hhad brought with them 


Western Azerbaijan. 

9, The dinturbances near Sbahpur, referred to in Summary No. 9/44, 
paragraph 15, were created by Shikak Kurds as a protest against the lovy from 
them of 800 sheep to be delivered to.the Turkish authorities as compensation for 
‘a rocont sheep-stealing raid by Persian Kurds in Turkish territory. The Shikak 
pleaded that they were not the culprits. They, however, obeyed the order of the 
Boviot Consal to return to thelr homes 


Russian Affairs. 
10, Further reports have been received » which tend to confirm. that 
inoretses have recently been made in Rossian garrions in Khoi, Shabpar and 
Bazirgan, on the Perso-Turkish frontier. Moreover, the Persian authorities 
have been asked to deliver urgently additional quantities of barley, much of 
which is being despatched to Khoi. If increases have taken place, they do not 
necessarily have any particular significance. The Russians frequently chat 
their troops in Persia, and there are sometimes more, sometimes less At tl 
present moment there is a tendency to attach undue significance to any reports 
of Russian movements near the Turkish frontier. 


American A fairs. 


11, The Government has sanctioned the engagement of an American with 
two assistants as expert advisers to the Tehran Municipality 


Tehran, 19th March, 1944. 


CHAPTER IV.—SAUDI ARABIA. 


[E 1293/1203 /25) No. 20. 


Mr. Jordan to Mr, Euch—(Received 28th February.) 
(No 21.) 
‘Sir, Jedda, 5th February, W44. 
IN accordance with instructions contained in Viscount Halifax's circular 
ich of the 4th November, 1939, I have the honour to transmit to you hete- 
Annual Report on Saudi Arabia for 1943. 
ig Lat ndebted to Mr. T. Wikeley for his assistance in the preparation of 
this report. 
Tamm sending’ coptes of ‘this Sospateh ‘and Tita eotéoute tb the Minisibe of 
‘State Resident in the Middle East, and to the Political Intelligence Centre, 
Middle East foie 


S.R. JORDAN. 


Enclosure in No. 20, 


Annual Report on Saudi Arabia for 1943. 
Introduction 

HIS Majesty's Government relations with the King and Government of 
Saudi Arabis were most cordial throughout the year, aud Ibn Saud gave multiple 
evidence of bis friendship and complote trust in His Majesty's Government. 

2. The high lights of the year were the departure of the Vichy Minister 
and the withdrawal of the Satidi Minister from Vichy, the departure of the 
German and Italian internees, both military and civil, fbn Si ‘attitude over 
the question of Arab unity, the greater interest being shown in this country by 
the United States, and, finally, a successful pilgrimage of some 42,000 persons, 
‘marred only by one unhappy iicident mentioned in the body of this report 

3. Mr. Stonehewer-Bird left Jedda on the 16th December, 1042, and 
Mr. T. Wikeley acted.as His Britannic Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires until. the 
2nd September, 1943, when Mr. Jordan arrived. The latter left for. Riyadh 
soon after his arrival and presented his credentials to His Majesty the King in 
person on the 19th September, 1943. 


Arab A fairs, 

4. The Arabs probably made more noise and caused more ink to flow 
(activities in which they are highly proficient) during 1043 than in any recent 
Year.” The ball of Arab unity, more or less quiesceut at the opening of the year, 
Was given a hefty kick in February by the Prime Minister of Iraq. ‘The reat 

we Year was spent by the Arab leaders in pushing the ball buck and forth 
in an indecisive and unco-ordinated manner. Never once did a team emerge 
capable of planting the ball firmly between the goal posts Ibn Saud was, 
‘naturally, interested in the game, but his efforts were largely confined to pushin, 
the ball, of which he has lively suspicions, away from him whenever it threaten 
to approach. If, in spite of his efforts, it came too close, he appealed to the 
referee (His Majesty's Government) either to take it away from him or to tell 

how and where to kick it. If other Arab leaders had shown the same faith 
in the referee's honour and wisdom, much unnecessary trouble would have been 
voi 

5. Thn Sand believes that Arab countries should be independent, but he 
i far too wise and knows the Arabs far too well to hope that they. will be able 
to sink their petty jealousies to form a strong federation for a long time to come. 
Until that distant day he considers that His Majesty's Government must con. 
tinue to guide and control the destinies of the Arab world. 

Thu Saud is deeply suspicious of the rulers of faq, Transjondan and 
Feypt, and he realises they feel the same about him. ‘This ‘muspicion coloured 
all the King’s reactions to the various proposals put forward during the year 


regarding Arab unity and allied matters. General. Nuri’s proposal, early in 
the year, for a joint démarche of the Arab States to His Majesty's Government 
aud the United States Government regarding Palestine was colily received by 


Tha Saud, who refused to move unless given a lead by His Majesty's Government, 
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In particular, he was reluctant to bring the United States into the picture, 
though be eventually approached the United States Government himself in the 
shape of a personal letter to President Roosevelt (see paragraph 13 below). The 
various proposals for an Arab conference which were produced by several Arab 
leaders throughout the year found Ibn Saud equally reluctant, especially as, at 
one stage, he thought Nuri Pasha and Nahas Pasha were trying to leave him 
out in the cold. Apart from his innate suspicions of Nuri and Nahas, he thought, 
and no doubt rightly, that such a conference would achieve nothing except general 
confusion and possible embarrassment to His Majesty's Government and the 
Allies in their war effort. Tt was only when the idea of a full conference was 
abandoned in favour of @ series of confidential talks between Arab leaders in 
Cairo, and then only after repeated reassurances from Hix Majesty's Government, 
that Tho Saud consented to move. In September he reésived an envoy from 
Nehas, and, later, he sont Sheikh Yusuf Yasin to Cairo to confer with the 
Egyptian Prime Minister. 

7. ‘The general question of the future of the Arab States could not, of 
course, be discussed without particular reference to Syria and Palestine. ‘Tbn 
Saud is particularly interested in Syria, in the hope, possibly, that a strong and 
independent Syria will provide him with a useful ally against Iraq and Egypt 
Nun's proposals for a "greater Syria,”’ including Palestine and ‘Transjordan, 
were regarded by Ibn Saud as a device to advance the fortunes of the Hashimite 
family, and were in consequence very distasteful to him. ‘Throughout the year, 
however, he watched. the course of events in Syria with the greatest care, and 
gave valuable advice to the Syrian leaders Tn particular, during the Lebanese 
crisis at the end of the year, he warned the Syrians and Lebanese to watch their 
‘top and to proceed only with the grentest circumspection’ in order to avoid 
providing the French with a lever for further oppressive action. 

@. Palestine recaived ite share of Tha Saod's attention, He submitted to 
His Majesty's Government his fears regarding Zioniat activities, and he received 
Feansurances rogarding Hix Majesty's Government's policy. "He objected to 
Nuri Pasha’s proposal to include Palestine in a “ greater Sy id ho made 
his views regarding the Palestine question cleat to the United States Government 
The hope, which seems to have been held in so that The 


Saud would receive Dr. Weizmann and setile the Palestine question with him, 


was shattered once and for all when Colonel Hoskins, President Roosevelt's 
ronal reprewentaive, visited Riyadh in August and enquired. whethar the 
‘ing would receive Dr. Weizmann. The anawer was in the categorical negative, 
and it revealed that, carly in the war, Ibn Saud had been approached by. the 
Zionists through the intermediary of Mr. Philby with an offer of £20 million 
if he would disinterest himself in the fate of Palestine, The King had con- 
sidered himself insulted by such an offer, and bis answer had been scathing. 
Tt lator transpired that this money was not intended wholly as a bribe to Ibn 
Sand, but rather to go towards the rehabilitation of Arabs who would be trans- 
ferred from Palestine to areas under purely Arab control 


Relations with Foreign Powers. 

9, In all the mass of Arab intrigues, jealousies and mutual recriminations 
which were such a pronounced featare of the year, Ibn Saud took no step without 
consulting His Majesty's Government and following their advice. The same is 
true of his increasingly important contacts with the United States of America 
Indeed, far from trying to play the United States off against Britain, a bait that 
any ordinary Arab would have swallowed with glee, he was reluctant to commit 
hhitnself too far with the United States, and he had, sometimes, to be gently 
pushed by His Majesty's Government along the road to greater understanding 
and co-operation with that country. After Iraq's declaration of war against 
the Axis, a step which Thn Saud regarded with an ironical eve, be enquired 
whother His Majesty's Government would like him to change his own attitude 
(cf. report for 1942, second paragraph), and he would no doubt have declared 
‘war against the Axis if Fis Majesty's Government had so wished, but they did 
not. He sent warm and undoubtedly sincere congratulations to His Majesty's 
Government on the capture of Tunis and the eapitolation of Luay, events which 
vindicated the faith he has always shown in an ultimate Allied victory, and 
which increased his already great reputation asa statesman in the Arab world. 
His speech to notable pilgrine assembled at Mecca at the end of the year was 
full of praise for Britain and it will io doubt have beneficial effects far beyond 
the srs of Saudi Arabia. He behaved very well when, at the beginning of 
the year, a British army contingent entered Sandi Arabia from Transjordan 
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without permission or previous warning, in order to carry out certain observations 
in connexion with the survey of Transjordan. He waited patiently for an 

explanation and accepted it without demur. The activities of the survey party 

were called off by General Headquarters. He also permitted a locust mission 
composed chiefly of large army units to operate throughout his domains, 

10. Ibn Saud’s relations with other Powers were, on the whole, fairly 
od, He he various squabbles with Iraq which resulted in long wails 4 is 
fajesty’s Government regarding the way in which he was being treated by th 
Traqi Government. He was particularly incensed hy the institution in) the 
Sommer of a zone along the Saudi-Iragi frontier within which severe restrictions 
‘were imposed upon the movements of tribesmen and. their livestock. He con- 
sidered this an infringement of his treaty rights, which, inter alia, stipulate 
that Saudi tribesmen shall be free to move across and in the area in question, 
Tho other causes of friction were minor matters in themselves, but the continued 
failure of the Iraqi Government to pay any attention to any of Thn Saud’s 
Protests produced an angry outburst in which the King even mentioned the 

Possibility of resorting to force if he did not obtain satisfaction, 

11, Relations with Syria were close, Tbn Saud playing the part of mentor 
to the Syrian leaders, who are Jost beginners in the hard school of politics and 
world aifairs. Egypt and Transjordan, with whom in the past Ibn Saud's 
relations have not been happy. gave him little cause for complaint in 1943, In 
particular there was a pleasing absence of recriminations with Transjordan 
hout frontier violations, &c. The Amir Abdulla, however, by bis ill-considered 
Manifesto concerning Arab federation in April caused Thn Saud great offence, 
though he suid very little about it. Relations with the Yemen were peaceful, but 
Thn Sand in watching the situation in that country with great care. ‘There were 
some signs that the Imam is beginning to realise the value to the Arab world 
of Th Saud's prestige and statesmanship. Relations with the Porsian Gulf 
States were normal and amicable, The ratification of the Koweit Agreements 
‘were exchanged at Jedda on the Ist May. 

12, Thn Saud’s relations with the United States took a big step forward 
during the year. The King has all along been reluctant to travel either fast 
fot far along the road leading to closer contact with the United States. The 
United States Government is still rather an unknown quantity for him, and 
he is anxious concerning the possible repercussions of extensive American 
activities in the Near East. He expressed his fears in at least one message to 
Hix Majesty's Government in. which he said bluntly that he preferred Britain 
to guide the destinies of the Arab States rather than America. He considers 
Britain, with her long record of co-operation with and friendship for the Arabs, 
can manage the Near East quite well by herself and that there is no need for 
‘America to butt in. There is some evidence to show that he feara His Majesty's 
Government may decide to disinterest themselves in the Near East and allow 
their place to be taken by America 

13, Saudi Arabia has been declared eligible for Lend-Lease. The 
announcement of this was made to Thn Sand in Riyadh by Mr. Kirk in April, 
and the King immediately asked His Majesty's Government what it all meant 
fand whether he should agree. He was reassured, and by the end of the year, 
after a certain quantity of badly needed Lend-Lease material had arrived, his 
anxiety at this new, and to him strange, development seemed to have worn off 
United States interest in Sandi Arabia, which is, of course, based on the need 
for oil, was also shown by the promotion of their representative in Jedda to 
the rank of Minister Resident, and by the unprecedented flow of American 
Visitors, most of them official. Mr. Kirk, who was then the United States 

to this country, visited Riyadh in April. He was followed by General 

id by Colonel Hoskins. These three questioned the King exhaustively 

‘on many subjects, but the main object of their visit was to discover the King’s 

‘questions, Palestine, Syria, &e. Thn Saud made his views quite 

clear in many talks with these visitors and in a special message and a letter to 

President Roosevelt. The United States Government should therefore be fully 

informed of the King’s views, and they have no further excuse for the ignorance 

which was displayed by the President's message to Ibn Saud regarding 
‘Weizmann (see paragraph 8). 

14. Other American visitors were less important, They included, in the 
spring, a delegation from Life who eventually produced a long article about 
Saudi Arabia in their magazine which was notable for its inaccuracies and for 
the offence it gave hy its references to the King’s connuhial affairs. Mr. Gunter, 
of the United States Treasury, visited the country in October to investigate 


Pe oreeh 
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the financial position, An American Military Mission visited the count 
the end of the year (see paragraph 26). During the year the United Sates 
pressed for permission to create a consulate at Dhahran, but Ibn Saud would go 
2o further aes them to appoint « commercial agent with no repre- 
sentative capacity 

15. The Vichy Legation was closed by the depart 
on the ith June. The alin nnd German inbernces left on the ith March te 
exchanged for an equal number of British in a Turkish port. The Netherlands 
Chargé d’Affaires was promoted to the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary and 
presented his new credentials on Sth November. A new Lragi Minister arrived 
to take over the Iraqi Legation in Jedda in March after a long interregnum 
during which Iraq was represented by a succession of chargés d'affaires. The 
Saudi Arabian Minister at Vichy was transferred to Ankara in April. 


Finance. 


16. The proposal to establish a Saudi Arabian Currency Boa: 
had not produced any definite results by the end of the year en tata 
preparatan work wis done, however, principally by Mr. Peters, Accountant- 
jeneral of Palestine, who visited Jedda in March and had lengthy discussions 
ae easleeais Rey See and with the competent Sandi Arabian 
officials, Captain France, of the Minister of State's iscussed thi 
Project when te visited Jedda in July. perp gabe ae 
: is Majesty's Government subsidised hn Saud to the 
£225,000 a month throughont the year (a total of £2,700,000), which meatal i 
purchasing supplies from the Usted Kingdom Commersial Corporation and 
other sources, In addition to the above, following of oul we 
granted to Saudi Arabia by His Majesty's Government. porate 
Riyals. 5,000,000 
Sovereigns ” oe 400,000 


A further 8 million riyals wer sépplied at the end of by 
United States under Lend-Lease, and anther 7 million riyals Rett aed 
bo forthcoming from the wume source early in 14. The Lend-Lease. 
riyals which have arrived to date were minted in India and the United Kingdom 
Eiaa silver loaned by these countries subject to replacement from the United 

18, ‘The Saudi budget for 103 showed a deficit of 30 millio 
Approximately £2,250,000 sterling, despite the leidy "bold, Mod ea 
% the. country, and despite & small pilgrimage of 30,000 persons at the end 

19, During the year the Saudi Government received an advance of i 
dollars from the California Arabian Standard Oil Company, hich ap) heed 
to the amount of rental and oil subsidies accruing to the Sandi Government 
from the operations of the company in Saudi territory. 


bre Cepaan yes Led Saudi Arabia by the wy 
entre, which supplied practically the whole of the Saudi irement 

err, whi pple peat the le of the Sandi requrements. Na 
are most appreciative of His Majesty's Government's efforts in this direction, 
The aes of cotton piece. goods had its inevitable reaction on this 

of the year 

Soper aca te year and led to urgent demands from the King 
Pilgrimage. 

_21. ‘The pilgrimage was on the whole satisfactory. Some igri 
arrived in the country, of which approximately $7,000 came frost ere eet 
5,000 overland. The Sandi Government co-operated closely with His Majesty's: 
Legation and all transport and supply arrangements worked smoothly. The 
financial and transport arrangements made by the office of the Minister of State 
‘Resident in the Middle East, ‘cting in co-operation with His Majesty's Repre- 

ie territories cos we ontril 
Tea near concerned, wore excellent and greatly contribated 
2. No Indian pilgrims made the pilgrimage, and Tbn Saud at 
banquet given to leading personalities ih Mees during the vinenees ed 
whilst regretting the absence of Indians, this absence was readily understandable 
‘and was duo to war conditions and His Majesty's Government's solicitude for the 


During the year adequate supplies of foodstufts 
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safety of the Indian Moslems. He also made warm reference to the assistance 
jiven to the pilgrimage and to the Holy Land of Islam by His Majesty's 
jovernment. 

23. Only one unfortunate incident marked an_ otherwise successful 
pilgrimage and this was du tothe religions animosity existing betwen the Shia 
‘and Sunni Mohammedan sects, Several fanatical Persians of the Shia sect, as a 
Protest against Sunni domination in the Holy Places, defiled the Haram in various 
disgusting manners. One of these caught in the act was tried by the Ulema under 
Sharia law and executed. This salutary punishment has Jed to repercussions in 
Shia countries and the Persian Government recently protested to Ibn Saud. and 
threatened to break off diplomatic relations with this country if a satisfactory 
explanation is not forthcoming. 


Miscellaneous, 

24. Saudi Arabian Mining Syndicate—It was decided that the value to the 
war effort of this com production of gold did not justify the utilisation of 
tho large amount of shipping space required to provide them with materials and 
to take their products back to the United States. Ibn Saud was informed of this 
by His Majesty's Government in May, and was told that only sufficient space 
would be provided to carry materials essential for maintenance of the company's 
machinery. ‘The King quite understood the position and made no protests. At 
the end of the year the company was still fanct: joaing ‘ata reduced tempo, but it is 
now hoped thit sofficient supplies and spares will be forthcoming to permit the 
Company to continve production. ‘The present production is valued at about 
£30,000 monthly. : 

'B5, "Netherlands Trading Society—This firm, who act as bankers in Jedda, 

ndeed the only real bank in the country, have for some years only heen 

ry on with the assistance of the Goverament of India who allowed them 

n India atid export to Saudi Arabia gold sovereigns, At the end of the 
your th {tof India announced that they would be forced to stop the 
supply of gold, It is not yet known whether the bank will be closed or not, 

2.” Meccorologieat—Tbn Sand gave permission for a party operating under 
the control of the Royal Air Force to establish meteorological stations at Janf, 
Lina and Boreida and to teach the local officials to work them. The fullest 
datistance was given to the party while in Saudi Arabia and they were able to 
Accomplish their mission in a satisfactory mann 

DH. Loousts.—-A greatly extended anti-locuet campaign was planned and is 
being carried out in Saudi Arabia with the permission of Tha Sand and the 
co-operation of the British army. In all atout 1,000 men were working at the end 
of the year in different areas throughout the country e 

28 Arms—Iin Saud. bas requested to be supplied with certain quantities 
‘of arms and ammunition for his soldiers, A groat part of the year was spent int 
trying to ascertain how much he nesded, how much he should be given and who 
should supply it. By the end of the year no arms bad arrived, but a decision was 
within sight. The United States sent a military mission to Jedda in December 
to ascertain Saudi requirements. The mission, which was headed by General 
Royce, made. itself unpopular with the Saudis by asking too many and irrelevant 

uestions. ‘The mission was not a great success, nor did the Saudis appreciate 
their arrival in full military uniforms, 

‘29. Royal Family—The King continned in good health throughout the year 
‘and kept firm control of all his vast dominions. ‘There was some trouble amongst 
the tribes around Hail in May, but it appears to have been suppressed without 
much difficulty. Ibn Saud, of course, saw in this yet another instance of 
Hashimite intrigue. ‘The King’s younger brother, the Amir Mohammed bin 
Abdurrahman, died in July. One of the younger sons, the Amir Tallal, went to 

;pt for medical treatement in August, while the Amirs Mohammed and Mansur 
me joyful holiday in India, during which they spent large sums of money and 

indulged generally in the fleshpots. ‘The Amir sur also visited Palestine and 

in the Intter part of the year. ‘The Amir Feisal. accompanied by his brother 
Khalid, visited the United States in October and returned via the United 
Kingdom. The Amir Saud, the Crown Prince, gave a useful indication of his 
attachment to His Majesty's Government at Rivadh in September, when he caused 
His Majesty's Minister to be informed that be was just as keen on the British 
connexion as his father, and that we could count on him when he succeeded to the 
throne of Saudi Arabia. 

















80 


CHAPTER V.—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(CB 98/23/89) No. 21 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 90, Syria and the Leban 
es Gremtee tbat Sina) a Sis and th Lab 
(Secret.) 
1. General. 
3ENERAL CATROUX arrived in Beirut on the 16th December. He 
immediately visited the President of the Republic, who returned his call thn 
following day. During the brief conversations which took place, he is understood 
to have confirmed the statement previously made by M. Chataigneau to both the 
Qyrian and Lebanese Goveruments, forvshadowing the consent of the French 
‘ational Committee to the early cession of c i 
National Con ly cession of most of the powers at present in 
Formal conversations between the French and Lebanese authorities began on 


the 20th December. Amongst the subjects discussed ted to 
the transfer of the Funds of rThterest, the rl of fos Sarees Generale 


spirit. They would ap 
ring easier General C1 
cordial relations, 


General Catroux ix now at Damascus, where, according to preliminar 
reports, he has taken an equally reasonable and encouraging lite. ‘He is kuowy 
to bo willing to concede the Controle Bédouin (reo below under '* Tribal ™ 

‘The Syrian and Lebanese Presidents have sent messages to Mr. Winston 
Churchill, on behalf of their Governments and people, expressing sincere wishes 
for his prompt recovery. 

An Dgyptian delegation is at prevent in Beirut, having brought the President 
memages of congratulation from King Farouk and an invitation to the f 
coming conference in Cairo on Arab federation. They have beon received with 
the greatest enthusiasm, and have been so pleased with their reception that they 
have twice postponed their departure (see also under ‘* ‘The Lebanon " below). | 


2 Wheat, 


The work of the O.C.P. continues to be seriously handicapped by Inck of 
funds, psoas the French say funds are now available, aud daily, purchases 
have necessarily been on a reduced scale. In the Aleppo region speculators are 
already taking advantage of the situation to buy at cut prices from needy 
tultivators, who are being persuaded that the O.C-B. will soot cease purchasing 
‘The intention is probably to resell to the O,C.P. if large-scale purchases are 
Tesumed. Many regions where large quantities of grain cotld have been collected 
will very soon be inaccnmible owing to the winter rains, and the year's workin 
is therefore ia te yield a considerably smaller surplus than was ant pated 
a month ago. The French are unwilling to continue purchases unless they can 
dispose of the surpluses in North Africa, which is contrary to M.E.S.C. policy. 
‘On the other hand, as M.E.S.C. has not yet made a firm offer for availa 
surpluses, it is difficult to expect the French to provide funds for cereals which 
may be left in the hands of the O.C.P. without a purchaser. 

Fairly heavy rain has been falling in the Lebanon and West Syria during 
the past fow days, and there is consequently less anxiety ahout the prospects for 
next year’s crop. “There has, however, been. very little rain as yet in Nusth-Fast 
Syria, and the ontlook in that region is still gloomy. 


aL 


_ A member of the Syrian Chamber has placed before the House a written 
interpellation addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in his capacity as 
President of the Cereals Commission, requesting him to submit to Parliament a 
Teport on his activities. The Minister is asked to define his powers and to state 
whether the regulations of the 0.C.P. may be communicated to the Chamber; to 
inform the House whether the O.C.P. makes a profit, and, if so, how it is 
employed; and to give some indication of the expected duration of the cereals 
monopoly. 
3, Syria—Damascus. 

The reprint of the Constitution, comprising only 116 articles (see Summary 
No. 87), has now been completed and copies have been distributed to the Deputies. 
Nodate has, however, yet been fixed for the ceremony at which the President and 
the Chamber are to take the oath on it 

‘The Syrian Government are becoming very apprehensive about attempts 
Which the French authorities are known to be making to sow discord between the 
minorities and the Syrian Administration. They view with grave misgiving 

which Generals Monclar and Francois have been making to the provinces, 

and are doing everything possible to demonstrate their desire for wider Sy 
‘nity. "Thus considerable prominence has been given in the press tO a visit pa 
to the President of the Republic by Khaled Bagdash and other members of the 
Cammanist party, who gave assurances of mupport for, the Government and its 
Policy of independence. Similar publicity has also been given to telegrams 
Spproving the Government's policy which the President hae received from Aloppo 
and Deir ez Zor. 

The question of public hoalth is at last receiving much-needed attention, 
At the parliamentary session of the 15th December a number of Deputies spoke 
with some heat of the scandalous lack of attention to the problem of combating 
malaria, and, as a result, the Minister of the Interior announced two days later 
that the Government would earmark a credit of £Syr. 200,000 t0 be spent on an 
antimalaria campaign, At. the same time, he called upon local doctors. to 
volunteer to assist, but so far hardly any doctors appear to have responded to his 
‘Appeal, Tt is therefore now being suggested that the Government may requisition 

ir services 


4. Aleppo. 

Further celebrations which took place on the 12th December in connexion 
with the anniversary of the foundation of the Armenian Soviet Republic were 
Toticeable for the fact thatthe four main Armenian faction+—the Tashoags, 
Hinchaks, Communists and rare combined to stage a joint, gathering 
(The Tashnags admitted more or less openly that they had found it expedient to 
swim with the current.) The attendance was large and representative, speeches 
Were unobjectionable and a motion of loyalty to the Syrian State was passed. 
Russian military successes came in for warm praise, ; 

Cortain Syrian Nationalists have been suggesting that such a large Christian 
‘Bloc as the Armenians represents a possible danger owing to its foreign ties; this 
sentiment may be no more than a psychological reaction to the nervousness—real 
‘or inspired—which is being fraanenty ‘expressed among the minorities about their 
future under an independent Moslem Government. 5 

Tt should not be assumed that this disharmony yet. constitutes any serious 
threat to the Syrian Government's influence in. this area, but it does provide the 
French authorities with an copormntis to stimulate eppiton to the Govern- 
ment, and there is, unfortunate reason to believe they are making the most 
of it. Even among some of the Moslems, enthusiasm for Syrian nationalism. has 
somewhat cooled owing to talk of heavy taxation and the possibility of 
conscription. 

‘General de Lavalade has been visiting Aleppo, and is believed to have been 
planning to bring certain functions of the Sdreté Générale more closely under 
military control, 


9. Tribal. 

The Syrian, Parliament have appointed a ‘Tribal, Committee of twelve 
members to watch over tribal affairs. In this connexion it is worth mentioning 
that the Mohafez of Aleppo, in conversation the Political Officer recently, 
expressed doubt as to the Syrinn Government's ability to control the tribes, who 
had in the past been allowed by the French authorities to retain a dangeronsly 
Jarge quantity of arms, The Government haye nndoubtedly much to learn in 

‘ 
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this respect; but a beginning must be made some time, and in conversation with 
His Majesty's Minister General Catroux has indicated his readiness to make over 
the Controle Bédouin to the Syrian Administration subject to certain reasonable 
safeguards concerning the conditions of service of the existing French military 
personnel. 

Light rain has now fallen in the tribal area and winter migration may be 
expected to begin. 

1, The Lebanon, 

Lebanese optimism aver the outcome of their discussions with the French 
remains undiminished. ‘The unexpected absence of French opposition to their 
progress towards full independence has, however, allowed play to their natural 
tendency to internal dissensions. The Chamber has not met since the 
Ist December, and in the interval many of the Deputies have been engaged in 
constant intrigne with a view to improving either their own or their followers’ 
fortunes, or to enhancing their personal prestige at the expense of the Govern- 
ment, The Opposition grow Il nebulous in character, but fall roughly 
into three main factions. ‘These are :— 


(a) A number of North Lebanon Deputies, who are nettled at the non- 
inclusion of at least one of their number in the Ministry, and are 
convinced that the interests of their region are being neglected ; 

() A group headed by Dr. Ayoub Tabet and Alfred Naccache,’ which 
Comprivos most of the pro-Eddé Deputies and is looking for any 
‘occasion to oppose the Government upon any issie; and 

(0) A number of South Lebanon Deputies headed by Ahmad el Assad, a man 
with a bad record, whose chief cause for complaint is at present the 
personality of the newly appointed Mohafez of South Lebanon, 


‘Tho Government prevented this opposition with a target for attack in the 
only noteworthy administrative act which hax been performed during the past 
week, namely, the rebulle of the Mohafezin and Directors. This measure, 
finally promulgated on the 16th December, hind heen delayed by disagreement 
within the Ministry as regards several of the posts. ‘The Government's task 

always, rendered infinitely more difficalt by the tradition which has 
up, resulting from the confessional baxis of the Constitution, that each 
‘community has & right to be represented in a certain proportion in each grade of 
administrative post; Uns, when the excellent Greek Orthodox Mohafez of Sidon 
received well-deserved promotion arid became Director of the Ministry of the 
Interior, it was considered essential to replace him by another member of the 
tame community; ax no really euitable candidate was available, the choice fell 
‘on @ notientity, who is waid to have already proved a failure in two minor judicial 
posts, But, oven after making due allowance for this tradition cap, it 
‘cannot be said that the majority of the Government's choices were good ones; and 
strong criticism of the appointments is widespread amongst all Opposition 
roups, centreing particularly on the choice of an obscure cousin of the Minister 
‘of Defonee for the important post of Mohafex of Beirat, 

Opposition to the Government is thus concentrated solely on matters of 
persona or regional interes, since no questions of principle have yet been tackled 
y'them. "On'the subject of the negotiations with the French, virtwally all the 
Deputies, and, indeed, the poputation as a whole, are united: buit, unless checked, 
these squabbles over leas ideal issues are Tinble at any time to cause serious 

‘The Prime Minister has, in fact, already become so impatient of the 
c is being directed at him as to talk privately of resigning when the 
Franco-Lebanese discussions have been concluded. 

‘The Government have taken no steps in the matter of the punishment of 
Emil Eddé, regarding which a motion was presented in the Chamber at its last 
sitting. Some sixteen Deputies, mostly belonging to group (b) mentioned above, 
are understood to have a the Government to take no action against him; 
on the other hand, the better elements of the population generally consider that 
failure at least to deprive him of his membership of the Chamber will merely 
expon the Gorerment’s weaknes and encoorage similar treasonabe actions ia 

we future. 

‘An official Egyptian delegation under Omar Fathi Pasha arrived in Beirut 
on the 16th December bearing a message of greeting from King Farouk to the 
Lebanese President and an invitation to the Lebanese Government to send a 
delegation to Caito to disease Arab federation. “Immense efforts ware made by 
the Lebanese authorities to make them welcome; the streets were beflagged wit 
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the Lebanese and Egyptian colours, an endless round of functions was arranged, 
and the elaborate precautions for the safety of the delegation made by the newly 
Sppointed Director of the Defence Services might have given the impression that 
their lives were in danger from an incensed population. 

‘Three prominent Egyptian journalists accompanied the mission. All three 
had written strongly critical articles on the Lebanese crisis, and the French 
authorities committed the tactical blunder of refusing them entry visas, main- 
taining their refusal even after the President of the Republic hind personally 
intervened on their behalf, The journalists were thereupon attached officially to 
the delegation, and only arrived with it, Public knowledge of this incident. has 
still further lowered French prestige, and bas also made the Lebanese authorities 
more determined than ever to achieve a measure of independence in regard to the 
control of their own frontiers. 

The French $8.0. at Tripoli, another notoriously bad official, has now been 
replaced. 

‘Three days’ heavy rain over the week-end have somewhat improved the 
Prospects for the cereal crops. 


12. Press and Propaganda. 

Tnternal—There has been an outcry on the part of a considerable number of 
Beirat Arabic sheets against the quotas of newsprint allotted to them by the 
Lebanese Government, and one or two have gone so far as to threaten to cease 
Piblicetion.. These protests are, without doate, inepired by the French Tress 

lureau—it is significant that the most vehement and vociferous of them come 
frotn pro-French papers. On the suggestion of the press attaché, steps have bee 
taken temporarily by the Lebanese Government to satisfy demaids on conditio 
that the newspapers accept an announced inspection of their circulation at any 
time. In this connexion it is worth noting that, if the circulation figures provided 
by the various sheets were accepted, it would indicate a wider reading public im 
rut than in any other town in the Middle East. 


(B 140/28/89) No, 22 
Sir B. Spears to Mr. Eden.—(Received th January, 1944.) 


fo. 85. 
ge) Beirut, V7th December, 1943. 

WITH reference to my telegrams Now 778 and 778 of tho 26th and 
28th November respectively regarding the debates in the Syrian Chamber on the 
terms of the Constitation, T have the honour to submit the following report, 
Compiled from accounts of the two sessions which I have received from His 
Majesty's Consal at Damascus :— 

2 Towards the close of the session on the 25th November the question of 
revision of the Constitution was raised by Ahmod Sharabati, a Deputy for 
Damascus, who referred to the French Committe's eaxamuniqn, (ee Algiers 
telegram No. 2435 to Foreign Office) regarding negotiations to “reconcile the 
mandate of France and the independent ime promised to the Levant States 
by the proclamations of 1941,"" He demanded a special sitting of the Chamber 
for the purpose of discussing whether article 116 should continue to be recognised 
as forming part of the Constitution. ‘This article reads as follows -— 

“ Aucune disposition de la présente Constitation n'est et ne peut tre 
en opposition avec les obligations contractées par la France en ee qui concerne 
la Syrie, particulitrement envers In Société des Nations. 

te réserve s'applique spécialement aux articles qui touchent au 
maintien de Vordre, deta securité et & la défense du pays, et & ceux qui 
intéressent les relations extérieures. 

“Pendant la durée des obligations internationales de In France en ce 

rai concerne Ia Syrie, les dispositions de In présente Constitution qui seraient 

Qe nature A les’ affecter ne seront applicables que dans les conditions 

Géterminées par accord & intervenir entre les Gouvernements francais et 


les lois prévues par les articles de Ia présente 
Constitution dont lapplication pourrait intéresser ses responsabilités ne 
seront discatées et promulguées conformément & Ia présente Constitution 
qu’en exécation de cet accord. 
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Les décisions dordre législatif et réglementaire prises par les repré- 
sentants du Gouvernement frangais ne pourront étre modibecs qu’aprés 
entente entre les deux Gouvernements."” 


Ahmed Sharabati’s demand received the support of other Deputies, and the 
Speaker therefore enquired whether it was his intention to submit a motion in 
writing. Ahmed Sharabati thereupon produced a written motion from his pocket 
and handed it to the Speaker: 

The terms of the motion were -— 

“The Chamber of Deputies request the Syrian Government to take 
decisive action with a view to taking over immediately the powers, with 
their attributes in full, in accordance with the provisions of the entire 
115 articles of the Syrian Constitution, in order that we ourselves may 
iuimintner our country and te able to mn an efetive contribution in aid 
of the Allies."” 


Several Deputies spoke in support of the motion, emphasising that the 
mandate had never been recognised by the Syrians; that the French National 
‘Committee of Liberation had no right to speak in the name of France; that the 
Committee, which existed only. to secure the liberation of France, could not 
‘axsuine any responsibility towards the League of Nations; and that, in any event, 
the withdrawal of Vichy France from the League of Nations had vitiated 
France's mandate. A report of the speech made by Fakhri Barudi, a Deputy for 
Damascus and one of the most eloquent speakers in the present Chamber, ix 
enclowed herein. () 

Tn view of the insistent demand of the Deputies, the Speaker adjourned the 

scunsion of the question to a apecial semion which was held on 
27th November. 

At that session the first speaker was Adnan Bey Atassi, the chairman of the 
Foreign Affaire Committee of the Chamber, who urged the Government to assume 
forthwith all the attributes necessary to complete independence. He was 
followed by others who discussed Syrian recognition of article 116 and of the 
mandate from the legal point of view. 

‘The report of the Foreign Aflairs Committee of the Chamber was then read. 
It stated that the reservations included in article 116 were not part of the Syrian 
Constitution promulgated by the Constituent Amembly in 1928, but were 
unilateral reservations made by the French High Commissioner in 1930. They 
were, therefore, no concern of the Syrians and imposed no obligation on them. 
Tt was accordingly recommended that article 116 should be judged not to form 
‘an integtal part of the Constitution. The Foreign Affairs Committee advocated 

nplementation of the Constitution, including articles 46 and 70, 
‘of the oath to the Constitution by the President of the 
ind all the Deputies, and urged that a special session should be bel 
Which the oath on the Constitution, consisting of 115 articles only, wonld be 
taken 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs then spoke. He claimed that the Govern- 
ment shared the views expressed by the Deputies, that they did not, and never 
would, recognise the existence of the mandate. They demanded complete 
soveteignty for the Syrian people. He agreed that article 116, being a unilateral 
reservation made by the French, imposed no obligations on the Syrians. He added 
that the Syrian Government were proceeding towards the realisation of indepen- 
dence more rapidly than many of the Deputies appeared to believe. 

‘The Speaker, in summing up, emphasised that negotiations between France 
and Syria, could ‘only be on the basis of complete independence and equality. 
‘There could be no doubt that, legally, the Constitution comprised 115 articles 
only, He proposed, therefore, to have it printed in this form, and, when it was 
ready, to arrange for a special session, at which he would invite the President 
and members ofthe House to take the cath. The date of this sestion has not ye 

‘The House then approved the report of the Foreign Aflairs Committee. 

Lam sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State Resident in the 
Middle East and the Resident Minister at Algiers, 


©) Not printed, 
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Mr. Eden to Sir B. Spears (Beirut) 
@o7) 
ir, Foreign Office, 12th January, 1944. 

I HAVE studied your despatch No, 70 of the 26th Novesber last. I think 
you may be assured that, having read this despatch and the various telegrams 
Which you have sent me, Iam now fully apprised of the Lebanese case, But the 
Lebanese case, however strong and ably presented, must inevitably bean ex parte 
View. Just as there is a Lebanese case, there is also a French case. 1 have not, of 
course, had the French case so fully presented to me aud must consequently form 
from such information as I have the best idea of the French case that Lean. I 
think, therefore, it will be well if I now formulate the legal view of the whole 
Boston which, 1 am advised, is the correct one. | Taking major events and 

ments into account, I desire you to regard the following paragraphs as in the 
ature of instructions. I do not feel it is fruitful or necessary to continus the 
argument further with regard to this matter. 

2. First of all, T wish to recall that it is His Majesty's Government's policy 
that the two Levant States should achieve independence in fact as well as in name 
either as the result of an agreement between them and the French or, at-any rate, 
as the result of concessions by the French to these Governments, subject to the 
necessities of the war situation, General Catroux is now very wisely following 
this course, and in the circamstances it may be hoped that the question “= mandate 
or po mandate” need na longer be a subject af constant discussion between the 
Freuch and the Levant States. Ido not propose, therefore, to anawor and deal 
With every point which your raise in your despatch, 

3. The mandate for the Levant was vested in the French State, ‘The French 
State, like any other State, moat exercise ite powers and duties through certain 
organs of government. At the beginning of May 1041 the French man 
being exercised on behalf of France by the Vichy Government and by ¢ 
Dente, its High Commissioner in the Levant. After the conclusion of the British 
military operations in the Levant by the British forces assisted by certain French 
forces, the mandate remained vested in the French State, and ouly the organs 
through which it was exercised were changed. Tho Free French Committes 

laced the French Government and General Catroux replaced General Dents, 
‘There had been no change in the Power possessing the mandate and no formal 
recognition by the League of Nations was required if one French organ were 
‘mubetituted for another as the organ through which the mandate was exervived. 
France was at that time in « position similar to that of a State in civil war; there 
was no body recognised hy His Majesty's Government ax the de jure Government 
of France; the Vichy Government was recognised ax the de facto Government of 
the territory which it controlled (though diplomatic relations: were broken) and 
the Free French Committee was recognised ns an organisation exercising: govern 
mental functions over the French territories which 1t controlled, The two bodies 
Were at issue and the Free French Committee were our Allies. In their desire to 
remove the Levant from the control of Vichy and bring it within the Allied area, 
His Majesty's Government took action to substitute one French contending party 
for the other. 

4. In General Catroux’s proclamations of the 8th June, 1941, and the 
26th November, 1941 (regarding the Lebanon) two promises were made by the 
French to the Levant States : (a) that a course would be set which would eventually 
lead to the termination of the mandate; (0) that the Levant States should become 
independent and sovereign immediately. His Majesty's Government. associated 
themselves with these promises, and it became part of His Majesty's Government's 
policy that they should be honoured. It was also stated in both proclamations that 
(H) should be consecrated by treaties between France and the States. Pending the 
conclusion of the treaties, which presumably were to put an-end to the mandate, 
the States were to enjoy substantial independence, and in the case of the Lebanon 
it was specified that this would be based upon the draft treaty drawn up in 1936, 

for defence and security in war-time. Tt 


‘and the enjoyment by the mandated State of sovereignty and independence subject 
‘only to certain qualifications. There is also no inconsistency in the existence of an 
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alliance between the mandatory and mandated State. Iraq called herself, and 
was recognised by His Majesty's Government as, independent and sovereign and, 
in fact, enjoyed substantial independence under a Treaty of Alliance with His 
Majesty's Government from 1922 to 1931, when she was still under mandate. 
Egypt was also indepeudent and sovereign from 1922-36, when His Majesty's 
Government still retained many rights under the reserved points of 1922. There- 
fore, the promise of immediate independence and sovereignty did not mean the 
immediate end of the mandate nor did it mean the absence of all limitations and 
removal of ald French reserved powers 

8. It is, of course, unfortunately true that the French were unjustifiably 
slow in implementing their promise of immediate substantial independence; andl 
for that blame must rest upon them just as the French will now haye to put up 
with the unfavourable position in which they have been placed as a result of the 
unjustified delay in fulfilling thoir promise. His Majesty’s Goverament have 
exerted constant pressure upon the French authorities to persuade them to meet 
their obligations 1n this respect, 

7. It is quite clear that there was legal continuity as regards the French 
Position under the mandate before and after the military operations. "General 
Satroux stepped into the shoes of General Dentz and proceeded to, act under the 
logal powers which General Dente had exercised under the mandate. All the 
French decrees for the governance of the country and those bringing the Lebanese 
and Syrian Governments into existence were isted in the exercise of Uese powers, 
and the last parties who in the ultimate analysis are in a position to dispute this 
are those Governments which have only come into existence in virtue of these 

sneral Catroux was only in a position to make his: proclamations 
promixing independence because he was claiming to represeut France ax mandatory 
and His Majesty's Government could associate themselves with that promise only 
because they recognised him ax having that position. 

8. ‘The British position in the Levant States was never that of conquerors 
or military occupants of enomy territory. They were in the position of havi 
assisted one French authority to dixplace another in territory under Prenc! 
mandate. Having achieved their object, the position of British troops in the 
Lovant States was promptly legalised for the future, and their rights and powers 
there defined by’ the Lytteltonde. Gatlle-agreemeste, 2, agreements between 
Hix Majesty's Government and tho Free French, whom Hix Majesty's Govern- 
tmont now recognised as exercising French rights under the mandate. These 
agreements, specially tated that the territorial) command was vested in the 

ronch, and this is only consistent with the view that the French were ised 
‘ux tho tupreme Power in the Levant, No other view of the Lytteltan-de Gaulle 
‘agreoments is possible, and the existence of these agreements renders it impossible 
for His Majesty's Government to pat forward any view different from that 
indicated above as to the French position, 

9, ‘The above view of the legal position ix based upon the principal 
documents and inatrumente, and cannot be displaced by statements in letters such 
tis those now quoted in paragraph 10 of your despatch, even if the statements are 
inconsistent with this position. ‘The extract from General Catroux’s letter of 
the 23rd Juno, 1941, which T had not seen before, seems to have contemplated 
an immediate treaty and an immediate termination of the mandatory régime. 
Th any case, T havo not the whole text of the letter before me. 

10. Ax you state in your despatch, the word ‘* mandate” has always been 
the most invidious expression to Arab peoples. Tt is understood that one of the 
explanations of ‘this is an original unfortunate translation of the word into 
Arabic “Tt was on account of this that, in the case of Iraq, His Majesty's 
Government did not insist on any Traq Government committing fiself to a formal 
svimission of the mandate during the whole period of yoars when the mandate for 
Traq was in existence. ‘The French did not pursue the same course, thongh there 
ow acems sme aign that thoy may be doing so, bat it was in deference to 
dislike of the word that references to the mandate were avoided in the proclama- 
Wont of Syrian and Lebanese independence in the automa of 1941, and His 
Majesty's Government have always advised that the Fronch should make as little 

Mio reference to it as posuible. But while subsequent references to the mandate 

the French have been tactless and unfortunate. this deliberate abstention from 
stressing @ feature which was unpopalar after May 1941 did not mean that it 
had ceased to exist oF was obsolete when. for the reasons indicated above. it was 
in fact the foundation of the whole position. 

11. So much for the legal aspects of the question. As regards its practical 
application while the mandate remains legally in force the French cannot now 
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use it as an excuse for refraining from giving the Governments of the States 
substantial independence in accordance with their promises. It is not in 
accordance with our policy or interests that the French should have used it as 
justification for the day-to-day conduct of Levant States affairs, as they did in 
Tecent months, still less of course did it provide any excuse for the arrest of the 
Lebanese Ministers last November. I am very pleased to see that General Catroux 
thas wisely reverted to the policy which appeared to be agreed when he made his 
Proclamations of independence in 1941. From every point of view I hope that he 
Will proceed effectively to carry out this policy of making the provisional 
independence of the States a reality. and that if either side shows any tendet 
again to argue about the technicalities of the mandate, you will be able to 
persuade them not to do so. The mandate remains, however, the basis of any 
Teserved powers, including our own position under the Lyttelton-de Gaulle 
‘agreements, but for the reasons given in paragraph 10 public references to it 

ld be avoided. r 

T am sending copies of this despatch to the Minister of State Resident, 
Cairo, His Majesty's ive with the French Committee of National 
Liberation, Algiers, His Majesty's representatives at Jedda, Cairo and Bagdad, 
and the High Commissioner at Jerusalem. eat 

am, 


ANTHONY EDEN, 
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Kstract from Weekly Political Summary No. 91, Syein and the Lebanon 
20th December, 1943,—(Received in Foreign Office, ith January, W944.) 


1. General. 

ON the 22nd December discussions took place in Damascus between General 
Catroux and the States Governments regarding the transfer of powars. The two 
Governments were represented by their respective Prime Ministers, Ministers for 
Foreign Af_airs and Ministers of Finance and the Syrian President was woo 
present. General Catroux was assisted by M. Chataignenu and Count Ostrorog, 

The general attempted at the outset to negotiate on the basis of France's 

mandatory rights, bat both Governments refused to discuss matters on uhis basis, 
‘and thereafter he appears to have shown a most liberal and accommodating spirit 
‘The «icussions, which lasted upwards of five hours, resulted in the isnoe ofa 
communiqué announcing that the services known as the “ Common Tnterests 
would be transferred to the control of the two Governments as from the 
Int January, 1044. The Syrian and Lebanese authorities agreed for their part to 
safeguard the position of the Frenchmen employed in these services. Dotailed 
provisions regarding the actual transfer of control will form the subject of special 
Agreeinents. 

"These disenssions also covered the qu 
fand services, notably the Sireté Générale, the Controle Bédon 
levies (Troupes Spéciales and Gardes Mobiles). General Catroux is understood to 
have expressed in principle his readiness to cede all these services within the 
limitations imposed by war conditions, but no final agreement iiss yet been 
reached, and negotiations will be continued when be returns from Algiers towards 
the middle of January. Meanwhile the two Prime Ministers have made public 
Pronouncements foreshadowing the early acquisition by their Governments of the 
attributions in question 

he ‘communiqué regarding the transfer of the Common Tnteresta, together 
with these pronouncements, caused great rejoicing throughont the two States. 

the public recognises in General Catroux’s action not only the final liquidation 

of the Lebanese crisis, but also the beginning of that new era of real independence 
for which it has waited so long. Tributes to the general's statesmanship, it is 
Satisfactory to record, have been ungrudging and numerous. Damascus and other 
Syrian cities have been beflagged and illuminated, and there have been many 
‘orderly demonstrations, 5 

‘Ns regards the proposed transfer of the native levies, it is generally realised 
that this would involve the States in heavy expenditure at present borne by the 
French. The Syrian Prime Minister, in his speech to the Chamber, intimated 
that the whole question would have to be debated at a later stage; and there are 
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signs that the two Governments may prefer to leave matters as they are for the 
duration of the war or to take over control of small ‘* token’ forces only. 
Egyptian delegation, after visits to Damasens and Tripoli and an 
unbroken round of festivities, returned to Cairo on the 27th December. The 
Lebanese delegation to Egypt is expected to leave early in the New Year. 


purchases for the period the ISth-25th December were 759 tons, an 
average of 108 tons a day. 
AX serious situation has been created as a result of the delay in reaching 
« decision in London with regard to the purchase of surplus cereals held by the 
O.C.P. Encouraged by this delay, the French authorities have been attempting 
to acquire the surpluses for North Africa, and an application by them to this 
effect was turned down by the responsible Allied authorities the poliey being to 
supply North Africa if need be, with cereals brought from areas other than the 
Middle East. ‘The French then tried to circumvent the control of the MLE.S.C. by 
inducing the O.C.P. to sell them 7,000 tons of barley for shipment on board i 
vessel which—for reasons as yet unexplained —was allowed to come to Beirut from 
Algiers; and arrangements Were made for loading to be carried out by French 
military personnel. Tt was alleged by the French that the Syrian president af the 
Cereals Commission had specifically ‘authorised export to North Africa; and the 
inutes of the relevant sitting of the Commission were actually “cooked "* to 
confirm this assertion. In fact, however, the president had merely authorised the 
sale and export of the surplus, leaving it to the French and British co-directors 
to settle between them who should be the purchaser. On his attention having 
beon drawn to this falsification, Jamil Mardam Bey agreed to prohibit the export 
of Syrian cereals to any country outside the Middle East; and the minutes of the 
siting have been duly corrected 
we whole mancuvre is unfortunately typical of the French failure to 
co-operate willingly in economic matters, and of their hard-dying delusion that 
the Levant States can be treated ax part of the French Empire. A protest has 
teen lodged with M. Chataignean. ‘The surplus in question will almost certainly 
be absorbed eventually by Palestine, which is in Dowd of it, and has already made 
preliminary roundings with a view to its purchase 


A Syria-Damascus. 

The announcement that agreement had been reached between the Syrian and 
Lebanese Governments and General Catroux for: the transfer to the States 
Governments of the: Funds of Common Interest ovoked great enthusiasm. 
Damascus was beflagged and illuminated, and deputations  besi the 
Provident’ palace to express their satisfaction, ‘The Goverament gave a banquet 
in honour of General Catroux, who was wartaly thasked ty the Prime Minister 
for the part whiel in helping to bring iations 
tccaenful conclusion. ne dren pene: pe 

On the following day, the Prime Minister informed the Chamber, amidst 
applause, of the outcome of the negotiations, and enumerated the powers which 
would be acquired by the Government. One minute's silence wax observed in 
remembratic of those who lost their lives fighting for the independence which has 
how been achieved; There was a slight passage of arms between the Fanir Hassan 
el: Atrash and Said el-Ghazzi, a deputy for Damascus, who, whilst calling upon the 
Chamber to. cxpress thei thanks to th ther Arab States for their support and 

ferring to Hashim Atassi and the late Ibrahim Hanano, made no 
Soltan aa ol trash, pe 
‘reck Consulate has been raised to the status of a consulate-general. 

‘The Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Jamil Mardam Bey, left Damascus 
on the 29th December, accompani the Iraqi Minister, on an official visit to 
Bagdad. In his absence, the Prime Minister will act as president of the Cereals 

nnnission. 


4, Aleppo. 


Reactions in responsible political circles to the announcement of the farth- 
coming transfer of powers to the Syrian Government are not yet known, but the 
successful outcome of the negotiations will almost certainly be regarded as 
personal triumph for the Prime Minister. The town has been 

instructions telephoned by the Prime Minister to the Mohafez—and there hat 
been orderly crowds of cheerful Nationalists, but no demonstrations. Local 
Christians hope that the change-over will not be too precipitate. 
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M. Dementque, the unsatisfactory conseiller who was recently removed from 
Tripoli, bas arrived in Aleppo to resume, at least temporarily, the post of assistant 
to the délégué, which he occupied two years ago. 

Colonel d'Assonville, Commander of the French Forces in this area, is to be 
transferred, at his own request 


5. Homs and Hama. 

Joyful demonstrations took place in Homs when the news of the agreement 
reached between the French and Syrian and Lebanese Governments became known. 
Unfortunately, the first public manifestations appear to have been staged by the 
Moslems only,'and the Christians were therefore accused of *"sulking in their 
Domes." With a view to countering this accusation, a large deputation repre- 
seating the Christian community subsequently visited the Mohafez to offer him 
their congratulations, but the effect of this gesture of solidarity. was marred by 

ident in the course of which a pistol was fired. Two members of the 

an delegation were shot and seriously wounded, and others slighty hurt, 
‘The man who fired the pistol fled, and has not yet been traced, but he is known 
to te a Moslem, and though the shooting is now stated to have been accidental, the 
Worst possible impression has been caused. The Moslems are showing great 
concern for the wounded men, and deputations are continually visiting’ tho 
hospital, The Mohafez is doing everything possible to prevent this incident from 
developing into a Moslem-Christian feud, 

Tn Hama also demonstrations were held, but were supported by Christians 
‘and Moslems alike, and no incidents took placa. * vi 

The persistence of malaria ix causing anxiety to both Syrian and British 
‘authorities, and the Syrian Government, in response to an appeal by the Mohafez, 
haye supplied some quantities of quinine and other medicaments, 


7. Alaowite territory. 

‘The recent visit to this area of Generals Monclar and Frangois is reported 
to have given rise to serious apprehension. It was reported to the Mobafez that 
these officers were urging Nosairi tribal leaders to close their ranks and show a 
United front against the Syrian Government; but only one individual, namely, 
Munir Abbas, brother of the late Mohafez, was induced to give support to the 
French cause. He is reported to have attempted, but without success, to induce 
the Nosaris to petition for the separation of this province from the rest of the 
Syrian State. On the other hand, counter-efforts made by the Syrian Government 
Wo induce Nosairi Deputies to petition the Government to annul an arrété issued 
in January 1942, whereby the semi-autonomy of this province was perpetuated, 
likewise failed. 

“The Mohafez states that he protested to the Délégué Adjoint about 
these activities, but was told that the French generals had visited the area 

inst his advice, If this is true it reveals a curious state of affairs, in which 
the délégoé is compelled to permit colleagues senior to him in rank to indulge in 
subversive activities in a territory for the security of which he is responsible. 
It is not therefore surprising to learn that the délégué has asked to be relieved 
of his daties on the grounds of ill-health i 

‘Other French officers whose activities have been eausing concern to the Syrian 
authorities in this area are the inspector of SS. and the SS.0, at Jeble. The 
former's intrigues in favour of separatism are now s0 flagrant that the Mohafez 
has ceased to have any official relations with him, In the case of the 8.8.0. at 
Jeble, the Mobafez appears to have taken strong action, as a result of which this 
officer has been sent elsewhere, ri 

"The news of the Franco-Syrian-Lebanese agreement, regarding the transfer 
of the ‘Common Interests” caused jubilation, Throughout the area towns 
‘were beflagged, and for several days there was a succession of orderly demon- 
trations by all classes of the community, Tn Lattakia, Christian and Sunni youths 
carrying Syrian and British flags paraded before the Sérail and British military 
administrative offices. No single instance has heen reported of anti-French feeling 
having been manifested. 


11. The Lebanon. ner Heese 
On the 22nd December the Lebanese Prime Minister inister for 

Foreign Affairs went to Damascas for the meeting described under “‘ General 

above. They returned on the 23rd December, and the same afternoon. the 
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Chamber, hastily convened, was informed by the Prime Minister that fall agree. 
ment bad been reached with the French for the Intéréts Communs to be taken 
over ag from the Ist January, 1944. Riad es-Sulh referred to hie success in 
‘* glorifying” the Arab language and altering the Lebanese flag and Constitu. 
tion, and paid tribute to the President's wisdom and firmnese and to General 
Catroux for his statesmanship and comprehension. Various speakers, including 
the Government's arch-opponent, Dr. Ayoub Tabet, congratulated the Govern 
ment an the successful outcome of the negotiations, and the Chamber unanimously 
passed a motion of thanks to the Government. 

Signs of unrest amongst the workmen employed in large industrial concerns 
in the Lebanese towns have been increasingly evident for some time, and many 
of them have been demanding substantial wage increases and s shortening of 
hours of work. ‘The “ black-coated" workers of the D.H.P. Railway are at 
present on strike; and the Kadisha Electricity Company, which supplies power 
to North Lebanon, has been successfully held’ to ransom by its employees, who, 
by threatening a sit-down strike and sending deputations to the Prime Minister, 
hive now, is reported, foroed the company to agree to all their demands. ‘The 
unrest seems likely to spread, and may cause a serious problem in the future. 
It is not thought to be entirely caused, as the employees claim, by the cost of 
iving, and is by some ascribed to the machinations of Communist agitators, 
Another, and perhaps more plausible, explanation is that it is an aftermath of 
the Lebanese political erisis of November, the outcome of which gave the workers 
the impression that their Government wax now strong enough to squeeze the 
French concessionary companies. ‘The result of the Kadisha strike will certainly 
reinforce this view. Tt is noteworthy that no unrest amongst employees of 
Lebatiose firms han been roported, although the latter, in general, pay substantially 
lower rates than foreign concerns, 

‘The holidays, the visit of the Egyptian delegation and the Damascus negotia: 
tions have held up all important administrative work 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 92, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
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1. General. 

‘THE, formal transfer to the control of the Syrian and Lebanese Govern- 
ments of two of the services of “con namely, the Customs 
Administration and the ‘Tobacco Monopoly, took place un the 3rd January at a 
ceremony held in Beirut. The protocols were signed in the presence of the 
Labanese President by the acting Deleyate-General, the Lebanese Prime Minister 
and the Syrian Minister of Finance. Immediately afterwards a joint commission 
comprising three Syrian and three Lebanese members visited the Customs 
Department and formally assumed control. This commission, over which the 
Syrian and Lebanese Ministers of Finance will preside ‘alternately, will 

inister the services in question and determine the proportion in. which 
expenditure and income are to be allocated to the two Governments. 

Several meetings have been held between the French and Lebanese authorities 
to discuss the question of the transfer of other services, notably the control of 
concessionary companies and the Sireté Générale. The French authorities did 
not invite British participation in any of the discussions, merely informing them 
on one occasion of the progress made. In view of the importance to the British 
military authorities of certain of the services under discussion, notably those 
concerned with security and. transport, it was found necessary on the 
ist December to inform hoth French and Lebanese authorities that the British 
expected their views on these questions to be heard and taken into account before 
any definite agreements on the subject were made A written notification in this 
tease has now been sent to both Syrian an Lebanese Governments, Sta talks 
have also been arranged between the British and French military authorities on 
‘certain technical aspects of the problems involved, in order that the point of view 
of each may be clarified and if possible harmonised before negotiations with the 
States Government are begun. ‘The Lebanese Government, for their part, have 
shown every desire to meet any demands which the British authorities may put 
forward, 86 soon as they are informed of exactly what is required. 


January, 1044. 
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2, Wheat. 

Total purchases during the period the 26th-B0th December were 182 tons, a 
daily average of 36 tons 

‘The Freneh co-director of the 0.0.P_ has made a written offer to sell coreals 
for North Africa at prices averaging &Syr.9 per ton higher than those offered 
to MES. in November last, He has been informed that his offer cannot be 
considered as binding on the O.C.P., and that sales can only be made through 
the MES.C. 

Tt has been decided in London that surplus cereals are to be bought by the 
MES.C._ Buying of available quantities by the O.C.P. will be resumed ns soon 
‘as the MES.C. confirms the conditions of purchase, 


3. Syria-Damaseus. 

On the Sth December the Prime Minister announced to. the Chamber, 
which was not in official session since no quorum was present, that as from 
the 3rd January the Syrian Government would take over from the Freuch tho 
Customs, the Sireté Géuérale and Frontier control. Since no definite agree- 
ment had been reached with General Catroux about the transfer to Syrian control 
‘of the Sireté Générale and Frontier control and, moreover, these matters: were 
known to be of interest, not only to the Syrians and the French bot to the British 
‘authorities as well, this statement caused some surprise. 

In private conversation with the Political Officer some days later, the 
Prime Minister explained that what be had meant to say was that the French 
were in agreement in principle to hand over these powers, but that the question 
‘of modalities would still have to be worked out. Some tine would therefore 
elapse before the Syrians could begin to exercise real control. 

The Syrian Parliament has, meanwhile, passed @ resolution to. the effect 
that financial considerations shall nat be allowed to be an obstacle to the taking 
over of the native levies, ‘The press, too, is urging the question of a national 
army and encouraging the opening of public subscriptions to maintain it at 
the outset. 

‘On the 28th December the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, accompanied 

the Minister of Justice, the President of the Foreign Allaire Committee of 
the Chamber and the Iraqi Chargé d’Affaires left on an official visit to 
Bagdad 

ro Frenchmen of sume standing have leen in Damascur during tho past 
week, namely, M, Astier, an ex-Senator and a member of the French Conmulta- 
tive Committee in Algiers, and M. Boyé, Professor of Law in Cairo University. 
Both made allusion to a change of French policy in Syria, M. Asticr say 
that the mandate had never suited the French and that he believed chat French 
contact with the Islamic world would be strengthened by the increasingly 
important réle played. by the Syrians of French culture in Arab affairs 
M_ Boyé, quoting the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, maintained that, in 
respecting the rights of small nations (Syria and the Lebanon) the French called 
upon others to. respect their rights. ‘ 

‘A delegation of Lebanese gondarmes is in Damascus to study ways and 
means of unifying the regulations and policy governing the Corps of Gendarmerie 

Syria a ‘Lebanon. 

+e Se heoecasion af tho Moslem New Year (28th Decembe), and again an the 
Jst January, the Syrian administrations were closed. On the former date, the 
President of the Republic had a message of goodveill to Moslems broadcast. fro 
the Damascus station, On New Year's eve the French delegate broadcast to 
Frenchmen and Frenchwomen, resident in Syria, a short message in which he 
alluded to the pending cession of powers to the Syrians by France and 

‘alone, and reminded his French hearers that they were now guests in Syria 
Should aid and not hinder the new recruit to the concert of free nations, 


4. Aleppo. 
ere a litical developments to report 
The New” Wea opens ih thie area lrg, contented th onal 
fitically.  Money-making is the principal preoccupation; and_thoug! 
feletie reurbted in, olumio usd prices are high, money, food and work are 
fairly plentiful, and the majority of people realise their good fortune. Opinion 
generally is favourable to the Allied cause, and optimistic about an carly end 
fb the war in Europe. There is much gratitude for the greater meastire of 
independence which has been achieved: only a minority of Christians, who are 
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unable to shake off theit inborn fear of Moslem control, and others who have im 
the past opposed the Nationalists are nervous about the future. Practically all 
leading Nationalists and heads of various religious communities called on. the 
Political Officer on New Year's Day to express their appreciation of the help 
which they have received from the British authorities 


7. Alaouite Territory. 

The visits to this area of Generals Francois and Monclar reported in last 
week's Summary have led to a revival of talk about Alaouite autonomy, bat it i 
not yot possible to judge how far this issue, which had recently appeared to be 
moribund, is likely to be revived in an acute form. 

‘The Mobafez has been informed by the Délégué Adjoint that all SS. officers 
will shortly be recalled to Lattakia 

A\ speech made by the Délégué Adjoint at a New Year's Day reception held 
at the Residence was remarkable for the virulence with which the Délégué 
attacked Field-Marsbal Smuts. Despite the presence of British officers, the 
speech was loudly applanded by the Frenchmen present 


9, Tribat 


Reports continue to come in of the distribution of arms by the French 
authorities. Investigation has shown that in certain cases the arms concerned 
are rifles which had previonsly been confiscated and have now been restored to 
their owners, and in other instances presents of rifles not exceeding four in 
number have been made to sheikhs, No confirmation has been received of any 
reports of alleged large-scale distributions. 

Generally speaking the tribes in the area appear quiet. Reports of abuormal 
concentrations of Shammer in the Jezireh are being investigated, but are probably 
due to lack of rain, which is hindering migration, z 


10. Frontier. 


Hkish frontier and customs guards have beet increased but no incidents 
havo been reported, The Délégué has proposed, with the provisional agreement 
of the Mohafez, that as a first step towards Syrian participation in frontier 
control the local gendarmerie officor shall attend Frontier Commission meetings 
with the Turks, 


UL. The Lebanon, 


Tho Lebanese Minister of the Interior has now tken in hand the general 
westion of discontent amongst workers in concessionary companies. He considers 
that it will be necessary to arrive at some sort of uniformity of practice in order 
to prevent strikes causéd by the envy of ove set of workers of the more favourable 
treatment given to others. While this Inck of uniformity is undoubtedly one of 
the causes of unrest, the solution proposed seeme likely to involve a scaling-up of 
salaries and will therefore tend to produce further inflation. Measures to tackle 
the problem by reducing the cost of living are under consideration by the British 
authorities. ‘The workers in the Tobacco Monopoly went on strike for higher pay 
at the beginning of the week, but there has been no further unrest in either the 
.H.P. Railway or the Kadisha Electricity Com) 

Prior to the departure of the Lebanese Prime Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs for Egypt, the Lebanese Government disposed of certain arrears 
of business on the 31st December, amongst them a number of judicial appoint. 
ments, ‘The budget, a new rent law, and the Minister of Justice's niew draft law 
‘on judicial reform were, however, amongst other measures left incompleted. 

On the previous day a somewhat acrimonious debate had been held in the 
Chamber on a motion to announce a complete amnesty on critiinals in honour of 
the transfer of the Intéréts Communs. After a long debate the Government 
managed to shelve the proposal by raising the issue of persons condemned for 
breaking O.C.P. regulations, who, they maintained, could not be released without 
reference to the Alfied authorities. ‘The motion was finally passed to the Judicial 
Commission for further study. 


12. Press and Propaganda. 

Internal—The Syrian press, both Arabic and French, has devoted 
apres a the querton of a Natiocal Ary. All es argue that the question 
of cost allowed to-stand in the ws tthe i i 
Seimpeptenl do ray of what they argue is an essential 





‘The agreement for the transfer of the Funds of Common Interest has filled 
the columns of the press ever since its conclusion, and great emphasis is laid on 
the necessity for their proper handling from the outset 

Irritation has been betrayed following a declaration made in responsible 
French circles in Algiers to the effect that the conclusion of the agreement for 
the transfer of " Common Interests” does not affect the legal aspect of the French 
mandate. The Lebanese and Syrian Governments have given the assurance that 
the negotiations were carried out on the basis of absolute equality. 

first open Communist party conference in the Levant States is taken 
‘san indication that the party is confident of the soundness of its policy. 

External—Rnssian successes have been. given prominence. The choice of 
the invasion chiefs has been taken as an indication that big events are imminent, 

Enemy Wireless Propaganda,—Nothing of importance to report. 
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(Secret) 
1. General, 


OTIATIONS continue between the French and the States’ Governments 
for the transfer to the latter of farther powers and attributions, The control of 
the electricity and water companies have now been made over, and that of other 
concessionary cotnpanies ix under discussion. The commission which hax been 
formed to administer the Funds of Common Taterest has teen in frequent session, 

Agitation is increasing for the acquisition by the States’ Governments of 
control over the armed forces. ‘There is a profound mistrust of French intentions, 
and both Governments desire to obtain control of sufficient forces to checkmate any 
eventual attempt on the part of the French to reimpose the old régime, In view 
of Geueral Catroux’s recent statement in Algiers that the Trouper 
‘woud not be handed over before the en f the war te creation of an indepe 
army ixnnow being urged by the Syrians, The latter are determined that finan! 
considerations shall ot stand in the Way, but the Lebanese are more inclined to 
count the cost 


2 Wheat, 


Total purchases during the period the Sst Decomber-7th January wore 708 
tong, daily average of 88 tons 

‘The Resident Minister at Algiers has asked the French to refrain from 
‘competition with the M.E.S.C. in purchasing Syrian coreals, : 

Further explanatory telegrams were sent to London on the subject of the 
coreals surpluses, and authority to buy was received on the 1th instant. Even 
then the M.E.S.C. did not feel that they could give a firm order to recommence 
buying on a large scale. Consequently, in view of the urgency of the matter, 
His Majesty's Minister decided to take the responsibility of authorising. the 
resumption of purchases. The French will now provide necessary funds and 
porchases will be in full swing in a few days. 


3. Syria-Damaseus, 


The question of the control of the national armed forces has been much 
discussed both in public and in the Chamber. The suggestion which has found 
most favour is that a new army should be formed (see under "' General" above). 
On the other hand, it is reported that French officers in the entourage of the 
Delogate-are in a measure reconciled to the idea of the transfer to the Syrian 
Government of the control of the Troupes Spéciales. 

At the Parliamentarysitting of the 3rd January,a Damascus Deputy brought 
up the question of the Mixed Courts. A statement by the Ministor of Justice 
was read explaining that the Courts were in effect Syrian tribunals, specialising 
in cases concerning foreigners, and that judgments were issued in the name of the 
Syrian people. It was pointed out that the President, although a Frenchman, 
‘was employed on contract by the Syrian Government, and that his two assistants 
were Syrians. ‘The Deputy who had raised the question then asked whether the 
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judges employed by the Syrian Government woald be chosen from France of from 

ench colonies, and also whether it might not be opportune to begin discussions 
now with the Allies for the eventual abolition of the Courts. ‘The Speaker under- 
took to draw the attention of the Minister of Justice to these points. 

Atteridance in Parliament has recently been so bad that om one oceasion there 
was no quorum. A strong article prepared by a French-language paper 
stiggesting certain means of remedying this state of affairs was however stopped 
by the Syrian censor. 


4. Aleppo. 
There are no political developments of importance to report. A further 
procession in celebration of the promised transfer of powers toured Aleppo town 
on the 2nd January, but there was no undue excitement. 
No changes have yet taken place in the tocal administration, though the 
Syrian flag now appears over the customs offices. It is reported that a new 
information service is being organise, and that of the seven S.S.0s. in 
this area, five are to be retained on the frontier, and that the others will be 
employed’ in different eapacities, 


5, Home and Hama. 

‘Therw are no political developments to report. 

Popular feling is solidly behind the Government and eager to see further 
advances, made along the road towards complete independence. Local 
Nationalists are giving full support to the Government's efforts to gain control of 
the armed forces. The Christians are, perhaps not unnaturally, less enthusiastic 
about these developments, but are being careful not to show their sentiments in 
public. It is howover natisfactory to record that the Moslems appear to realise 
that the Christians are apprehensive and that they are showing every desire to 
maintain good relations 

. . . . . . 
7. Alaouite Territory. 

Complaints continue to be received ubout the political activities of the 
Tnspector of SS. He ix now reported to have been seoking support amongst 
Alaouite Deputies in Damascus for the continuance of the present régime of 
financial antonomy in the Aluouite province. Local Nationalists have protested 
to the Délégué Adjoint about this improper interference in matters of internal 
administrat 

‘The Mobafex has now gone to Damaveus to lay before the Government his 
Propotals for administrative reform.” He has hinted to the Political Officer that 
he may resign if hix recommendations are not accepted. 

he Syrian Government have sent a senior official of the Ministry of Justice 
to inspect and rey It ix hoped that the Govern- 
ment will avail ‘upon them by the law recently 


. . . . . . 
M1. The Lebanon. 


‘The Labour unrest reported in previous summaries continues. A strike of 
typesetters, which would have deprived Beirut of newspapers, has been averted 
by the employers acceding to certain af the workers’ demands, but the tramway 
employees are threatening to cease work, and the employees of the Tobaccy 
Monopoly are still on strike. Alone among the members of the Government 
Habib Abi Shahla, Vice-President of the Council and Acting Prime Minister 
the absence of Riad es-Sulh, who bas gone to Cairo to discuss Arab Federation), 
seems convinced of the necessity for firmness in dealing with these disputes if they 
are not to bacme widespread. After making an unsuccesefol attempt to pacify 
the employees of the Te Monopoly, he has now refused to negotiate further 
until the strikers return to their work; but he nevertheless clearly fears that when 
the Prime Minister returns he will reverse this decision and give way on all points 
rather than risk incurring unpopularity. 

‘The formation of «socalled "liberal Opposition Party” has been announced 
It appears to be composed of the group of Deputies headed by Ayoub Tabet, 
Alfred Naccache and Sami-esSulh, with Emil Eddé exercising a paramount 


95 


influence in the background, which is the nearest approuch to an offici 
Opposition which the present Chamber can produce. ‘The President and the 
acting Prime Minister complain, howerer, that their chief difficulties arise not 
from the activities of this open opposition, but from those of Deputies who are 

as their supporters, notably Yusef Istephan of North Lebanon, Henri 
Pharaon of the Beka and Saib Slam of Beirut. Similar complaints are voiced 
by the new Commandant of the Lebanese Gendarmerie, who alleges that his 
Attempts to improve his service are being systematically frustrated by inter- 
Yentions which the Government appears to be all too prone to listen t0 

There is considerable controversy about the proposed new rents Inw, which 
has not yet been drafted. The landlords, basing themselves on the decree recently 
Published (but not yet promulgated) in ‘Damascus are claiming increases up to 
100 per cent. on residential and 200 per cent. on commercial premises; the tenants 
claim that their situation is already so bad as a result of the high cost of living 
that they cannot afford to pay any increase whatever. Habib Abi Shahla is 
apparenily hoping to steer a middle course hy granting the landlords a small 

crease, but is waiting to see what. happens in Damascus, where the new tent 
Taw has been severely criticised. 

‘The Lebanese Chambers now in extraordinary seetion for the parpote of 
Passing the 1944 Budget, after which it will go into recess. A parliamentary 
‘commission, under Hamid Bey Franjich, which is at present studying the Budge 
is mecting with difficulties on account of the grossly swollen estimates of some of 
the Departments; an item of £Syr.6,000 for * the purchase of two typewriters" 
in given as an example. i 

It is reported in the press that a delegation of Greek Orthodox archbishops, 
headed by M. Saliby of Beirut, will shortly pay a visit to the Patriarch of Moscow, 
ius re-establishing relations between the ftussian and Oriental Churches, which 
‘were suspended after the Russian Revolution, 

The press reports that on the 10th January a Consumers’ Association, under 
the presidency of a prominent Ieirut lawyer and apparently cunposed largely of 
lawyers, was formed in Beirut for the purpose of combating the cost of living. 
‘Tho association, if it comes to anything, deserves every support, since one of t 
primary causes of the fantastic prices ruling in the Lebanon clearly lies in the 
inability of the public to combine against the rapacity of shopkeepers. 

‘The murder of a Druze policeman by a Christian outside the President's 
house on the Ist January threatened to canse a disturbance amongst the Druze, 
who, there is some reason to believe, were impelled by certain French elements to 
magnify the incident into a communal issue. A plain hint conveyed to the Druze 
leader chiefly responsible, Kamal Jumblatt, that the British authorities would not 
tolerate any disorder, assisted the Government to find a solution to the question 
‘on tribal lines, and it is thought that the matter is now closed. 

An “Association for promoting Better Relations between Religions 
Communities,"" the foundation of which was recently announced, in asking for 
Government recognition of their activities, which are stated to be non-political. 
‘The association may well be destined to share the fate of many other enterprises in 
the Lebanon and come to nothing; but it is clear that the events of last November 
have given considerable impulse to the sentiments held in some circles, particularly 
‘amongst the youth of the Lebanon, that communal barriers must be broken down 
if the Lebanon is to emerge as an independent State; the present enterprise is 
therefore of some significance. 
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(Secret,) 
1. General, 


THERE are no political developments of importance to report. In Syria 
pobtic agitation ‘continues on the question of the acquisition of control of the 
armed forces. This question has attracted less attention in the Lebanon, owing 
to the lower proportion of the Lebanese element involved; but the Government 
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are, nevertheless, persisting in their desire to take over at least a contingent of 
the native levies, partly in order to have at their disposal sufficient forces toenable 
iem to maintain internal security, but principally to prevent th 

French for political purposes either during or after the'war none OY the 
The recent agreements of principle for the transfer of powers to the States 
Governments have not yet been followed by any radical administrative changes, 
and for the time being the French officials in the various services concerned 
fongitiue to exerciso mach the une functions as before. General Catroux returned 
co the Levant States on the 16th January, and bas had preliminary talks w 

Presidents of both Republics, M pereret : 


8, Syria—Damascus. 


Public agitation continues for the transfer of the native levies to Sy 
control, On the 10th January schools were closed and students demonstrated 
demanding conscription, the introduction of military training in schools and the 
institution of a national army day when subscriptions would be collected for the 
maintenance of the national forces. ‘The demonstrators returned peaceably to 
their schools after being assured by the Prime Minister that the State would 
indeed take over the army; but the date when this event was to take place was left 
unspecified. 

‘This question has also been discussed again in the Chamber; in fact, a vote 
had to be taken on it to enable the discussions on the present budget to be 
continued, since certain Deputies demanded the withdrawal of the prosent 
estimates and their replacement by a new budget which should include estimat 
for the army. On the vote boing taken, however, the majority were for continu 
discussions on the present proposals 

Government cirvles continue to expres the desire—and indeed the determin 
tion—to take over the levies, of at Jest a substantial proportion of them: and to 
declare that the necowary fonds will somehow be forthcoming, Tt is, however, 
‘evident that the numerous practical difficulties of the transfer have not yet heen 
fully realised, and that no detailed plan has yet been worked out. The Prime 
Ministor has stated in Parliament that ernment have no allicial cognisance 
of General Catroax's alleged statement in Algiers that the Troupes Spécialer 
would not be handed over before the end of the war, and that even if the French 
publish an officfal communiqué to that effect, the Government will not consider 
themselves bound by it, ‘The matter ie now under discussion with 
General Catronx. 

At a recent parliamentary sitting, Nejib Rayess. a Deputy for Damascus, 
objected to the continued censorship by the Allied military authorities of Syrian 
mail, He was sharply rebuked by the Prime Minister, who said that this was a 
restriction of sovereignty to which Syria shoold gladly submit as part of the 
country’s contribution to the Allied war effort 


4 Aleppo. 

The passage through Aleppo of the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of Justice on their fata from Bagdad was made the occasion for 
various banquets, to one of which French and British representatives were invited. 
‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs subsequently called on the Political Officer, He 
showed a satisfactory understanding of local minority problems 

"Articles continue to be submitted to local newspapers urging the advantages 
of the early creation of a Syrian army, but many have been suppressed by the 
cengor, and it would appear that the Clorernment now, wish to play down this 
topic.’ A depatation of students of the Government school visited the Mohafez 
to offer themselves for recruitment, but no general enthusiasm has been aroused, 
and other processions have been discouraged by the Syrian authorities 

‘The French officials employed in the Customs administeation and those in 
charge of Bedouin affairs have called on the Mohafez to inform him that they 
how regard themselves as officials of the Syrian Government, and to ask for 
instructions. The Mohafez has, however, so far received no instructions from 
Daniascus about the transfer of these or other administrations, 

‘The $.8.0s. employed in the frontier districts are now to be known as 
Offciers Prontaliers.. Their functions have not yet been defined, and for the time 
being they will continue to deal with security matters as before. 
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5. Homs and Hama. 
__ The question of the creation of a Syrian army still monopolises public 
interest. A farther deputation of students has visited the Mobafer of Homs to 
Uurge him to press the Government to take action, and notables of Hama have 
sent telegrams to the President of the Republic, the Prime Minister, the Minister 
Of Defence and the Speaker of the House, requesting them to complete the 
independence of the country by the formation of an army. 

‘ere have been a number of demonstrations during the week to welcome 
pilgrims returning from Mecca. Gratitude has been expressed to the British 

ties for making transport facilities available for the pilgrimage. 

he Christians who were wounded during the demonstrations which took 
place in Homs (see Summary No. 91) have now returned to their homes. They 
Continue to receive numerous Moslem visite 


1. The Lebanon 
Labour troubles have continued to occupy the Government. The strike 
amongst the employees of the tobacco régic ended on the 14th January, when the 
Government induced the employees to return to work on the protnise of a bonus 
of fifteon days’ salary, an advance of a month's salary and an understanding that 
their other grievances would be sympathetically considered. Government 
employees have now presented a memorandum of grievances, and certain O.C.P. 
‘employees are threatening to strike for higher pay 
‘The question whether sanctions are to be taken against, Emil Hddé for hix 
action doring the S or crisis has agnin engaged attention, ‘The President 
and four of the Ministora are more of less strongly in favour of his being unseated, 
the grounds that failure to take such action will merely encourage him to 
intrigue against, the Government. The Prime Minister and the Minister of 
Justice are inclined, on the other hand, to believe that a motion to this effect in the 
Chamber would not now recoive tho necessary two thirds majority, as some of the 
Deputies have since rallied to Eddé and many others now feel that the isue has 
ow been left in suspense too long and would split the country if brought up, at 
this juncture, It is aleo argued that the motion, would alienate certain Christian 
lornents such as the Maronite Archbishop of Beirut and the Phalange party, who 
supported the Government during the crisis but are now nervous of its allegedly 
1rorMoslom policy, whereas Eddé is held to be the champion of the Christians 
Honeral Catroux is also understood to have undertaken after the orixis to induce 
Fddé to resign; ax he hax clearly failed to do so, the question will be taken up 
with him again 
Examination of the 1044 budget is still not completed. Revelations ¢ 
extravagances, amounting to fraud, in the purchase of office supplies by th 
Petro Trad administration bave caused a scandal, and a commission of enquiry 
has been set up to-examine the matter, Petro Trad haa disclaimed all knowledge 
of the proceedin 
"Tike Minister of Supply has published the first of a sories of meanures 
designed ty him to decrease the cost of living. ‘They consist of the purchase hy 
his departinent of the stocks of yarns, soap, oil. &o,, at present in the Customs, 
in order that they may bo sold to the population at fixed prices He is still 
‘working on his schemes for puryeying meat, vegetables and fruit to the population 
through official subsidised chain stores, and has been consalting with his Syrian 
colleague on the best means of exercising adequate control over the sale of other 
imported goods. ‘The attention of the public has also been drawn to the existence 
of the Anti-Profiteering Service, the activites of which are praiseworthy but too 
le known and too little supported by the public 
Taken and ty ile pred BPN fs di Chaar a i 
nest seasion- extending the snfirage of wornen and throwing open all Government 
posts (except those of President, Prime Minister and Speaker) to women. ‘This 
Miitiative, in what is generally regarded as an Arab country, is significant, and 
was doubtless inspired by the prominent part taken by Lehanese women in the 
protests which followed the November crisis. 


12. Press and Propaganda 
“The Beirut prese decided on the 17th January to suspend publication of all 


Jr forthwith on the grounds that the Lebanese Governments distribution 
Eco vtaar made to a number of unauthorised journalists and that 


Getabliched newspapers were thus recerving less than their due 
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Considerable criticism was voiced in the Syrian Chamber recently of the 
censorship of political news by the Government censor. The Prime Minister 
agreed that the censorship of purely political news was undesirable, but condemned 
some newspapers as being parasites living by political and personal blackmail. 
Hee stated that the Government hoped shortly to introduce legislation to improve 
the quality of the press and to reduce the number of papers published in Damascus, 
This is a much-needed reform. 
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Niract from Weekly Political Summa Syria and the Lebanon, 
2h January, WAA—(Received in Foreign Office, 3th February.) 


DING political events of the week have heen, first, the taking of 
the oath of allegiance to the revised Syrian Constitution of 118 articles bye the 
President, Government and Deputies at a special meeting of the Syrian 
Chamber; and, secondly, the formal approval by the two States Governments of 

Tebanese-Syrian Common Tnterests Agreement, which provides for the 
administration of the Common Interest Services by a Supreme Council 
In the Lebanon the political opposition to the Government, encouraged by 
the failure to deal with Ril Bddé, is growing gradually stronger. though it is 
not yet at all formidable, Apparently with French ansistance, {t has bought up 
the ‘newspaper Arar and has acquired large office premises. ‘Che President 
complained to General Catroux concerning these alleged French activities, 
which, he said, appeared to have ax their object to nullify the concessions made 
Tho Labanese are partic anxious concerning the activities of a French 
stooge, Taufiq Awad, who is spending large sums in an endeavour to excite 
Spposition to the Government by setting the Christians against the Moslems 
‘he Prime Minister, Rindh Suth, told General Catroux that Awad appeared to 
bo drawing large sums from the French. General Catroux told bitn that: the 
French wore not now financing him, but added that M. Hellea had given him Ia 
suns from the Zntéréts Communs, The Primo Minister informed Hix Majesty's 
Minister, that the sim in question ix believed to amount to as much ae 
ESyr. 150,000, but no trace of any such payment figures in the accounts, 80 that 
tmuxt have beet falsified. Criticism of the Government and cf Revd 
es Sulh in particular, for failing to cope adequately with ‘the numerous 
Administrative problems outstanding, has also contributed to. the growth of 
opposition tendencies. Realising that the Prime Minister cannot. usefully 
continue to function i head of the Ministry of Finance, the President is said to 
havo decided to entrust the work of that department to the Minister of the 
Interior, leaving Riadh es Suth av ite titular head only. Since, howeves 
Cainille Shamoun already has his hands full, it is likely that before loog it will 
be necessary to call in Hamid Franjieh, who is an able and experienced adminis 
trator, to run the Ministry of Finance. This will, however, necessitate the 
inclusion of another Moslem in the Government 
General Catroux left Beirut for Algiers on the 26th January after a visit to 
the Levant States lasting ten days. Nothing positive in the way of further 
agreements appears to have emerged from his discussions with the two Govern. 
ments in regard to the transfer of powers, but this is chiefly attributable to the 
fact that the Anglo-French staff talks have not yet been completed and that the 
local Governments are consequently still awaiting an indication of the British 
‘minimum military requirements, The general found the Syrian authorities eager 
to take over control of the Troupes Spéciales, but without any concrete plan, 
‘They asked him to put up proposals himself, and before his departure he handed 
them 2 document, the gist of which was that the local levies should be formally 
placed under the control of the Syrian Government, in the person of the Minister 
Of Defence, but should immediately thereafter be made over with equal 
formality for servico under the French Territorial Command for the duration of 
the war, ‘The Syrian Government were to pay for these troops within the limits 








of their capacity, the residue being paid hy the French, who would continue to 
Provide equipment. A French Military Mission would be entrusted with the 
task of elaborating, in concert with the Syrian Ministry of Defence, “" the 
measures required for increasing the fighting value of the levies and improving 
their material conditions,”” and with studying plans for " the organisation of 
rmy in time of peace.” General Catronx made it clear in conversation. 

failing acceptance of this proposal—which is, in fact, unlikely to appeal 

the local Governments—the French could and would render the efficient 
functioning of the native levies impossible by withdrawing certain essential 
elements, at present staffed by French personnel, such as hospital and veterinary 
services, the artillery, the engineers, &. He has also talked of denying the use 
Of the existin, that these form part of what he vaguely 
dese: fe domaine franoais *; but the Syriana Contest that these barcocke, 
hh were originally the property of the Turks, ever passed legally into French 
hands. However that may be, it is clear that the French are in'an extremely 
strong bargaining position, since it is essential from the British military point 
of view that the transfer of control should not impair the efficiency of the levies 


2 Wheat. 

Total purchases during. the period the Sth-20th January were 20 tons, a 
daily average of 56 tons. The news that the O.C.P. is purchasing ix =preading 
to the villages, so that purchases from now on should increase considerably. 

At the meeting of the Cereals Commission on the 20th January the President 
(who is also the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs) stated that. General Catroux 
ad_asked him if 40,000 tons of cereals could be exported to North Africa 
He had replied that, while in principle he was not oppoxed to exports, the general 
should address himself to the MES, which wan the co-ordinating. caatre for 
the trade of the Middle East countries 

‘The recent rains have much improved the prospects for the 144 harvest, 
‘The Syrian representative has agreed to the sale to M.E.S.C, of 15,000 tons of 
wheat and 35.000 tons of black barley, maize and sargho, a well na of fl future 
Purchases from the 1943 harvest 

Tn the debate in the Syrian Parliament on the budget: of the Ministry of 
Supply. the question of the relation of the O.C.P. to the Syrian Government’ was 
discumed, Several members took the view that the 0.C.P. should become a 
Syrian organisation. There ix, of course, no question whatever of permitting this 


3, Syria—Damaseus. 

General Catroux arrived in Damascus on the 18th January and immediately 

n discussions with. the Syrian Government, who entertained him at, various 

1 dinners (see under “* General” above) 

Tn Parliament, after varions attempts to shipwreck the budget had been 
foiled, the Chamber approved the estimates for 1M4 in its sitting of the 
18th January. The budget amounts to &Syr. 49,895,000. The Chamber then 
turned its attention to the Ministry of Ravitaillement, whose budget is spocinl 
and separate. In the ensuing debato this department. was bitterly attacked, vome 
members calling for its abolition and re-creation ax a directorate under the 
Ministry of Finance. Agreement was eventuolly reached that it should continue 
to be a separate Ministry; but the Chamber refused to ratify its budget until 
Certain conditions hind been fulfilled, viz,: (a) the introduction of organic logis 
lation and a proper establishment law to cover the Ministry; (0) the submission 
to tender and adjudication of bulk imports, and exports of commodities where 
Recestary in the interests of the country; (¢) the submission of a new bndget 
based on the establishment and organic {aw referred to above. The Chamber, 
addition, requested the Government to put an end to the losses incurred in brewd 
sales, 


At a special meeting of the Chamber on the 24th January the President of 
the Syrian Republic and all the Deputies and members of the Government took 
the oath of allegiance to the revieed Constitution of 118 articles (ae, Weekly 
Summary No. 87 of the Ist Decomber), swearing also to maintain the indeped 
dence of their country and its territorial integrity. 


5. Homs and Hama. i) : = 
‘The merchants of Homs are on strike as a result of attempts on the part o 
the authorities to collect income tax. Book-keeping — unknown, the 
Assessments imposed were necessarily arbitrary. The merchants demand a return 
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to the old method, whereby 2 total of £Syr. 35,000 was fixed for the whole town 
‘and apportioned amongst them by the local Chamber of Commerce. 

As a result of this situation, enthusiasm for the taking aver of the native 
levies has waned in Homs; the merchants, who a short while ago were offering to 
contribute all they had for the upkeep of a national army, would seem to regard 
the collection of income tax as an unsuitable method of preparing for the 
transfer. In Hama, on the other hand, there has been no apparent falling off of 
enthusiasm, and the Mobafez, a ardent nationalist, has been informed by the 
Délégué that France is prepared to hand over the levies “* whenever the Syrians 
‘are ready to receive them.” 


7. Alaouite Territory. 

‘As a ronult of the proposals of the Mohafez for administrative reforms (see 
paragraph 7, Sommary No. #9 of the 12th January), four of the eight kaimakams 
fave been removed. Two are retired for corruption, another is suspended and 
will bo tried for neiling sugar sent to him for official distribution, and the fourth 
is transferred to another district. Here, as in the Lebanon, confessional 
rivalries are @ permanent bar to reform; each community is jealous of its own 
prewrves, and tends to be more concerned with keeping: its members in_ office 
than with improving the public services, Fortunately, however, the officials 
recently removed fro office included representatives of each of the religious 
communities 

‘Ax regards the Judiciary, which ix in even greater need of reform, it is 
understood that the recommestdations of the Inspector of dustice are atill under 
consideration by the responsible Minister, who has recently returned from 
Bagdad. 

‘The Mohafox hax stated that the Syrian Government intend to increase the 
gendarmerie force by 1.600 men. This would indicate a possible increase of 300 
to 400 men for the Alaouite gendarmerie, the sanctioned strength of which i at 
present 210 mounted and 180 foot 

Colonel des Exsars, the Délégué Adjoint, states that his transfer to Deir ex 
Zot ix hold up owing to the intervention of the President, who is anxious that 
he should remain where he is for tho time being. 


&. Buphrates und Jesireh. 
Local uncortainty as to the extent of the agrwoment already renched in regard 
to the transfer of powers has been a contributory factor in an incident at Abu 
Kemal which threatened mt one moment to assume serious proportions. The 
local kalmakam, & hot-headed official with reputation for xenophobia. assumed 
without instructions the reeponsibility for endorsing the passes of Iraqis from 
the neighbouring frontier area. ‘The SOreté maintained that, in the absence of 
any agreament, this was still a function within their exclusive competence. The 
local Bireté inspector seems to have behaved with unnecessary tactlesanens on his 
side, and his refusal to recognise the kalmakam's signature resulted in a brawl 
d'the arrest of the former by the latter, Friction developed between th 
Gardes Mobiles and the gendarmerie, and serious trouble was only averted b 
the combined efforts of the Mohafez and the French Chief of the Sireté at Deir 
ex Zor, both of whom behaved with tact and good sense, ‘The question of the 
removal of the kaimakam in under consideration; the Sireté Inspector has 
already been rolieved of his functions, 

M. Cassin, the Délggué Adjoint, left Deir ex Zor on the 15th January and 
does not expect to return, He is a sick and nervous man, and ever since the 
Lebanese crisis last November has shown himself very anti-British. notwith- 
standing his excellent start at Deir ez Zor only a few months ago. He took a 
highly coloured view of the incident described above, and his departure is clearly 
int the general interest. ‘Commandant Auboire, Inspecteur des SS, is 
temporarily acting aa Délégué Adjoint in his stead. 


11. The Lebanon, 
‘The Lebanese Prime Minister, in a declaration made to the press on the 
19th January, stated that, in their discussions with the Egyptians, the Lebanese 
delegation had exactly followed the lines of the Government's policy, which were 
to cultivate close relations with other Arab States without entering into any 
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ugagement prejudicial to the sovereignty and independence of the Labanot, Tn 
Fivate conversation, the Minister for Foreign Affairs has expressed the view that 
Expt, like the Lebanon, is determined to keep clear of any consortium of Asiatic 
Arab States 

During the delegation’s absence numerous rumours, probably emanating 
from ambitions Deputies, had been circulating to the effect that the Prime 
Minister intended to resign and to form a new Government on his return, These 
Teports, combined with the volume of destructive criticism of the Government 
heard on all sides, had led to a general impression that some change was, in fact, 
imminent. The President, however, informed the Political Officer on. the 
20th January that he considered any change would be disastrous at present; and 
Rindh es Sulh, at the same interview, said that, although he had thought of 
resigning to make way for someone better versed in administration, he wa 

repared to agree that the moment was not opportune. “The President told th 
Pabjinet on the 10th January that the time had come to get down to the work of 

nistration, particularly in the domain of finance, and it was agreed that the 
Minister of the Interior should, in addition to his already heavy burdens, take 
Over the work of the Finance Ministry, although Riadh es Suih_ would: remain 
the titalar Minister. ‘This arrangement has the desired effect of relieving the 
inexperienced Rindh es Suth of all nd ¢ responsibility, but is not olf 
Wise conducive to effic tnd it seems likely that the President will before 
long have to call in an experienced administrator, such as Hamid Franjieh, to 
Tun the Ministry of Finance. 

General Catroux has informed the President that Emil Eddé has refused to 
resign his seat in the Chamber (see Weekly Summary for the 19th Januar 
Parugraph 11), and consequently : wt how decide for themael ven 
Whether or not to pursue the idea of expelling hi 

‘Some interest has been aroused by the activities of a new group, hieaded hy 
esSq Awad wid’ Charles "Adsous:’ Sho 'bive: formed ‘ai oreaeisetiou “Wieh the 
avowed object of preserving the Lebanon's ties with France and its predominantly 
Christian character. The promoters, both notoriously creatures of the French, 
Appear to be in clowe touch with the Délggation Générale through its oriental 
counsellor, Rozek; and their propaganda follows the lines currently believed to 
be adopted by Sfireté agents amongst the Ch mmely, that. the present 
Government, under British pressure, aro adopting a policy destined to place the 
Lobanon under Moslem domination, from which only French apport can save 
the Christians. ‘The Government view these activities with some concern, and 
fare more than ever anxious to obtain control of the Sireté at the earliest possible 
moment, thax putting an end to its subversive activities. 

The Minister of Ravitaillement, in his attempts to bring down the cowt of 
living, has had to meet a brisk fire of eriticism from local commercial circles, by 
whom he is accused of favouring a few merchants at the expense of their 
competitors. On the 24th January he published a long apologia, but eriticinms 
of him are rife, largely on account of his testiness and unnecessary rudeness 
towards petitioners, and the President has expressed anxiety lest his attitude 
should bring disrepate upon the Government. 

‘The Government published a communiqué on the 19th January stating that 
the conditions of service of all officials were to be examined by a commixsion, and 
that, pending the findings, all promotions of more than two grades made since 
the ist October, 1943, would be suspended, This measure is an attempt to meet 
widespread criticism of the wholesale promotions of their favourites in which 
the Government are alleged to have indulged since taking office, and has bee 
Well received by all except the officials immediately affected. 

‘The Bekaa is at present without any effective administration. ‘The Mohafez 
‘appointed by the Government in December last almost immediately threw up his 
{eb and returned to Beirut, and the Government have failed to find « suitable 
reek Orthodox (to which community, under the unfortunate confessional system 
still prevailing, the post must be allotted) to replace him, The attention of the 
Government is being drawn to the undesirability of leaving this important area 
Without a Governor at the present juncture, 
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Estracts from weekly Political Summary (No. %), Syria and the Lebanon, 
2nd February, 1944 —(Receired in Foreign Office, W3th February) 

Secret.) 

1, General 

LITTLE of importance has occurred either in Syria or in the Lebanon. The 
Governments of both States are still awaiting the results of the Anglo-Krench 
stall talks, without which it is not possible to proceed further in the negotiations 
fo f the Siireté and the Troupes Spéciales. 

The Lebanese Government are adopting a firmer attitude towards the 
activities of Opposition elements led by Taufiq Awad, and have, banned the 
second meeting of his organisation. The successful handling by the Prime 
Minister of petition from the Maronite Patriarch against the Syro-Lebanese 
Common Interests Agreement, and Inter of an attempted strike in Beirut, both 
evidently inspired by Taufiq Awad, has further strengthened the Government's 
position. 

Tabiin Qui, hitherto Iraqi Chargé Aflaires in Beirut and Damascus, has 
been promoted to the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary, The Syrian Govern- 
‘ment hye declined to accept a letter from the Polish Government appointing the 
Polish Conval-Genernl (who ban the personal rank of Minister) as diplomatic 
agent in Syria, since that rank—hold by the United States representative— 
implies partial ‘recognition only, ‘They have similarly refused to recognive the 
nowly,arrived Persian representative as a “ délégué,” though his predecessor was 
recognised in that capacity, 


2 Wheat 

Purchases for the pa 
avorage of 39 tons. Coll 
sand tracks betwee 


the sale price covers cont, 
to abolish this anomaly, but his proposals are o 
the question is still under consideration, 

‘The Syrian Parliament has voted a law which extends to a great number of 
Government ond municipal employees the right to purchase bread at the low 
price fixed for the poor, Thi measure, which would have the effect of greatly 
increasing the bread subwidy, ia likely to lead to a further rise in the cost of 
living, and alternative proposals have been put forward. 


IL. The Lebanon, 

‘The Lebanese Government showed some auxioty during the week at the 
activities of ‘Taufiq Awad’s organisation (see last week's summary under 
“ Genwral"” and ‘= The Lebanon"), They consider that while the promoters are 
in themselves of little importance, their political danger ix increased by the fact, 
seou against the background of known Sireté propaganda, that’ they are 
subsidised by the French—a natural deduction being that these activities form 

part of a French-directed plan to overthrow the Government and to restore 
Freuch influence. The Government, therefore, while impatiently awaiting the 

result of the Anglo-French staff talks and the resumption of discussions with the 
French on the handing over of the Sireté, have at last decided to take direct 
action against their opponents, and begun by banning a second meeting of the 
organisation, which was to have been held on the 30th January. 

In the’ meantime, the Maronite Patriarch, presumably inspired by 
‘Taufiq Awad (who is his nephew), had on the 26ch January addressed a letter to 
the President protesting against the Syro-Lebaneee Agreement on the " intéréts 
‘communs”’; be appeared to think that. the article of the agreement conferring 
‘on the Higher Committee of the “* intéréts comruns "the right to legielate would 
hind both the Syrian and Lebanese Governments without the consent of the 
respective Chambers, and would ultimately lead to a federation of the two 
countries. ‘The Lebanese President on the 29th January replied, admitting that 
the text of the agreement was not altogether clear on this point, and stated that 
the Government were proposing to prepare a law giving them the right to 
legislate in matters connected with the common interests, 
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On the 90th January, Riad-es-Sulh proceeded alone to the Maronite 
Patriarch’s residence, where he found a number of deputations, including ane 
composed of Opposition Deputies headed by Alfred Naceache,’all apparently 
‘come to protest on the same point. He ignored the depatations, and in the course 
of a long interview with the Patriarch, in which there were some spirited 
exchanges, appears to have convinced him, at least for the moment, that the 
Government was pursuing the policy which the Patriarch had already. proclaimed 
45 his own, namely, the realisation of Letanese independence; and that the 
Moslems were at least no more fanatical against the Christians than the 
Christians were against the Moslems 

In order to ensure a parliamentary majority and to obviate the necessity of 
Placating the Deputies by granting them administrative favours, the Govern- 
‘ent are contemplating the formation of a Lebanese Independence Party,” the 
litle of which, they hope, will be sufficiently attractive to secure the support, not 
only of those Deputies generally favourable to the Government, but also of some 
of the etter elements at present. in Opposition, They have not yet decided 

amber, but have at any rate reached the 


wi) 
nission, and to voting a provisional sum to enable 


the administration to be carried on pending the passing af the Budget 


12. Press and Propaganda 

‘Tho Beirut. newspaper 'Orient (wee last week's summary) was allowed to 
Appear again after three days of its sine die suspension, the Government having 
Riven way to pressure from the Press Syndicate and other bodin 

‘The greater part of the Lebanese press has shown, in varying degree, 
approval of the Syro-Lebanese Common Inierests Agreement. A few newspapers, 
mainly French-inspired, see in the powers vested in tho Joint Administrative 
Committee an anomaly incompatible with national sovereignty, and have used 
to advantage the Maronite Patriarch’s letter of protest to the President of the 
Lebanese Hepablic (sce under "The Lebanon” bove). ‘The Syrian press hs 
%0 far made no comment. 

‘The Lebaneso newspapers bave protested unanimously against the Rents Bill, 
declaring that it would merely benefit the rich at the expense of the poor. They 
haye appealed to the Chamber to reject the motion in its present form. There 
in alto unanimous and bitter criticism of the two Governments’ failure to cope 
With the high cost of living, which in the opinion of the press is the root cause 
of labour anrest 

The Beirut Communist newspaper Saut ash-Shaad of the 29th January 

woted an article from the Cairo paper al-Masri of the 2nd January. The 
cle, which was stated to be a quotation from the London Times correspondent 
‘Damascus, asserted that Syria could not acknowledge the sovereignty 
‘nd independence of the Lebanon as a separate nation. The Syrian Press Oilice 
juently ised a denial of this statement, pointing out that Syria hi 
omealie recognised the Lebanon as an independent State. 





(E 1136/23/89) No, 30, 


Eatracte from Weekly Political Summary, Na. 97, Syria ahd the Lebanon, 


‘9h February, 1944—(Receined in Foreign Office, 19th February.) 


(Seoret.) 
1. General. 
BOTH Governments continue to await with anxiety and impatience the result 


Of the Anglo-French staff talks, pending the completion of which no progress 
is possible in regard to the further transfer of powers. The Syrian Goverument 
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are chiefly concerned about, tbe transfer uf the '*/Troupes Spéviales,” the Prime 
Minister in particular having been subjected to mnch criticism on the score of 
his failure to implement the promise of the creation of a Syrian national army 
The Lebanese are more preoccupied with the problem of the Sireté, which, pending 
its partial transfer to governmental control, continues to serve as an instrument 
of French reactionary propaganda and subversive activities, 

Owing to this and other causes, there are signs of a definite weakening in 
the position of the Syrian Cabinet, amongst which there are numerous internal 
dissensions.. ‘The Lebanese Cabinet, on the other hand, has succeeded in restoring 
its prestige to some extent by maintaining a relatively firm attitude towards 
the Opposition parties. ‘The Gavernment’s failure to secure the passage of the 
new Rent: Law has been offset by the almost unanimous passage, despite much 
artificial agitation, of the Syro-Lebanese Protocol regarding the intérite 
commune, anil of a draft decree law giving the Goverument the right to legislate 
in matters relating to these servives, 

‘The most important external development affect two States has been 
the signaturo at Algiers, on the 8th February, of an Anglo-French Financial 
Agreement designed to replace that conchided by His Majesty's Government with 
General de Gaulle in August 1940, The new agroewent, necessitated by the 
conquest of North Africa and the consequent neod for unifying the rate of 
‘exchange within the whole area now controlled by the French National Committe 
of Liberation, contains special arrangement designed to safeguard the financial 
potition of the Levant States. Although reducing the rate of the frane in terms 
Of storling from francs 176-625 to AW) to the pound sterling. it, provides that 
storling may still be freely purchased in the Levant States at the old rate of 
883 Syrian or Lebaneso piastres, It further lays down that no change in this 
rate of exchange will be mado in future without prior conmultation with the States 
‘The French National Committee have also agreed to re-value certain frano arsets 
of the States and to restore the gold formerly held by the Banquo de Syrie and 
removed by Genoral Dentz. Lastly, in the event of any future devaluation of the 
franc, the Syrian and Lebanese currencies are guaranteed against lous 

‘Phik important development waa announced by the Syrian and Lebanese 
Primo Ministors respectively at interviews with journalists and bankers, The 
first public reactions have on the whole been very good 


1g tho period the 8oth Jannary-5th February were 
of 90 tons. 
hoping to be allowed to export to North Africa, and have 
nade enquiries through the French co-director of the O.C.P. as to the possibility 
af shipping 1,000 tons of bran. ‘They have been told that permission will not 
be granted 


3, Syria-Damascus 

‘There aro signs of rising discontent with the Government and of dissension 
in iteranks. On the one hand the merchants, already critical of the Government's 
avish expenditure on entertainment, fear an increase in taxation to meet the 
needs of the Syrian army. On the other, the politically-minded, particularly the 
fiudents, are attacking the Prime Minister for his failure to make good hi 
promises concerning the creation of the army. The Minister of Defence i 
Ruported to have tendered his resignation on the same grounds, but it was mot 
netepted, The Minister of Supply has been attacked toth in Parliament and in 
the press for his blatant favouritism in the allocation of contracts, and bis failure 
to defend himself against these attacks has annoyed his colleagues. Finally, the 
Minister of Justice is resentful of his exclusion from the political conversations 
which took place during the recent ministerial visit to Bagdad. ‘There is thus 
inch talk of the creation of a new Cabinet from which Saadullah Jabri would be 
exuluded in fayour of Lutfi Haffar, Jamil Mardam or Khaled Azm. 

‘General Hurley, President Roosevelt's personal representative in the Middle 
East, arrived in Damascus on the 7th February, where he met Nuri Pasha, who 
was on his way back to Traq from Palestine. 

First reactions in Damascus to the announcement of the Anglo-French 
Financial Agreement (see under “* General" above) have been very favourable. 


4. Aleppo. 
‘The Mohafer has retarend from Damascus fortified with promises of greater 
support from the central Government. He is capable and honest, but the local 
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Nationalists are unlikely ever Lo work whole-heartedly with one who was a member 
of the Council of Directors in 1939. 

Returning pilgrims from Mecca have warmly praised the arrangements 
‘made by the British for their journey. A good impression has also heen created 
locally by the announcement of the impending return of several wheat-hoarders 
deported last year to an island in the Red Sea. 


7. Alaouite Territory. 


The Mobafed has notified all Mudirs of Nahiyehs that they will shortly 
be required to pass a written examination in the laws connected with their 
duties. He estimates that the necessary educational qualifications for this class 
of civil servant are possessed by only one out of the eight kaimakams in office, 
‘and by only one Mudir ont of twenty-five. 

Judicial proceedings against Suleiman Murshid are still hanging fire, the 
central Government being evidently afraid to take action against this raffian, 

Colonel des Easars, the French délégué, is reported to be at last preparing 
to leave for his new post at Deir ex-Zor. He is not, after all, to be replaced by 
Colonel d'Assonville, but by a Colonel Gossaud, Colonel des Essars has on the 
whole shown comprehension of the new Nationalist spirit and of the resulting 
heed for political adjustment. This comprehension is not, however, shared by 
his subordinates, some of whom, and notably Capitaine Boussiquet, have shown @ 
regrettable tendency to follow the reactionary lead of General Monclar, 


9, Tribal. 


A number of small tribal clashes have heen reported. Such quarrels are 
always fairly common at thia season of the year, but there is undoubtedly a 
dangerous tendency on the part of the tribew to find out by experiment just how 
far they can safely flout the authority of the Damascus Government in view of 
the chatiged status of the Bedouin Control 

It is reported that no steps have yet been taken in this area to disband the 
Gardea Mobiles 

‘A fight has occurred between two sub-sections of the Abu Saraya (Agaidat) 
in the Jebel Bishri wost of Deir ex-Zor- One side lost five killed and two wounded, 
the other threo killed and two wounded, ‘The dispute concerns w land claim. 
Normally such internal feuds are of little importance, but both parties are reported 
to have been buying up ammunition at exorbitant pricos since tho affray took place, 

‘The president of the new Committee for Tribal Affairs, which is composed 
of nineteen members from among the more important tribal Deputies, is Haj 
Mohammed Ayesh, an influential merchant, and landowner from Deir. e2-Zor 
Ho states that he has suggested to the committee the abolition of tribal Jaws but 
that a large majority of members are opposed to changing a system which has 
brought them arms and many concessions from the French, and that they prefer 
to wait until they know whether Syrin really is to be independent, ‘The repre 
fentatives of the semi-sedentary tribes, which are at present, partly under the 
Jurisdiction of the ordinary civil courts, have demanded thnt if the womads are 
to remain under tribal law they, too, should receive the samo privilege. 


10. Frontier. 

‘The Turkish authorities have introduced new visa regulations, by virtue of 
which, with the exception of transit visas for direct travel over the Turkish 
Melons of the Bagdad Railway, all applications, including: those of diplomats 
‘other than heads of missions and couriers, must be referred to Angora, This 
fas caused considerable inconvenience to official British travellers, and the 
question of retaliatory measures is under consideration. 


1. The Lebanon. 
‘The Lebanese Chamber met on the 3rd February to discuss the ratification 
of the Syro-Lebanese protocol on the fatéréts communs and a draft decree-law 
ving the Government the right to legislate in matters concerning these services 
Hera long debate, during which Riad eeSulh trounced the Opposition, the 
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protseel and law were put to the vote together and passed by 43 votes to 1. The 
Prime Minister again showed on this occasion that, when sufficiently roused, he 
is a most effective debater, and the victory undoubtedly restored some of ‘the 
Government's slightly waning presti he Maronite Patriarch, after Riad 
Bey's interview with him on the 30th January, had declared himself reassu: 
‘about the protocol and had given it his blessing 

Local satisfaction was also caused by the announcement that protocols for 
the transfer to the States Government of the economic and financial services and 
of the A.RP. had been signed with the French authorities. 

‘The Government, pursuing its policy of suppressing Taufiq Awad’s organisa 
tion, has now suspended its newspaper, Saut el-A hrur, sine die 


Another sit-down strike hax broken out amongst the office staff of the Kadisha 
Electricity Works, on the grounds that the French director has failed to implement 
the agreement recently made between the company and the employees through 
the intermediary of the Government. The directors and representatives of t 
employees have now been summoned to Beirut to interview the Prime Minister 
The unpopularity of the French director, M. Calmotte, whose security record 
is bad, 1s undoubtedly one of the causes of the trouble, 

‘The Minister of Supply has been sbowing considerable activity, At a press 
conference on the 4th February he defended himself vigorously ajgainst charges 
levelled against him in rogard to alleged irregularities in the grant of export 
licences to some of his friends, He then explained his plaus for reducing the 
cost of living; these included the arrangement of bartor tranmetions with neigh 
bouring countries which would secure the importation of cheap food-stuls and 
the sale to the public at Government-controlled prices of certain. important 
commodities, such ax cloth, whieh he was obtaining through the Office Exonemique 
de Guerre and by parchaxing stocks in the Customs. Ile roferred. also to the 
Government's intention to increane the activity and effectiveness of the Anti 
Profteering Department, which hax now been put under the Ministey of Justice 
instead of the Ministry of Supply. He is understood to uve had conversations 


with ;his Syrian opposite number, Mashar Pasha, Reslan, with. view. to 


co-ordinating tho efforts of the two Governments in the economic field 

‘The Prime Minister of Iraq arrived in Beirut on the Srd February by air 
from Palestine and left for Damascus on the 4th February. He was entortained 
by the Lebanese Prime Minister to a banquet, to which foreign representatives, 
Boputice and journalists were Invited. 


12. Press and Propaganda, 


‘The newspapers have expressed almost unanimous approval of the ratifica 
tion of the Syro-Lebanese Common Interests Agreement. The one exception, 
gBatrog, made w fexble attempt to justify tho motives of the single Lelunese 
Deputy who voted against it. ‘The changed attitude of the Maronite Patriarch 
‘was also welcomed. 

. , Orient, on its reappearance, accused the Lebanese Censorship Service of 
dictatorial methods, and protested that if free comment oo matters of internal 
policy were not to be allowed, the continued existence of the press would become 
unnecessary, There is some truth in these accusations; the Lebanese censorship, 
run by a thoroughly incompetent official with much interference by Cabinet 
Ministers, is proving both arbitrary and inefficient. 
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[E 1486/23/89) No. 31 


Extract from Weekly Political Swmmory, No. 98, Syria and the Lebanon, 
6th February —(Receiced in Foreign Office, 7th March.) 
(Secret.) 


1. General. 

BOTH Lebanese and Syrian Governments have reacted strongly against. the 
Announcement of the appo.nunent of Geueral Beynet in the duaf role of Com 
mander-in-chief of French Forces and Delegate-General. ‘Their view is that the 
title of Delegate-General is no longer compatible with the independent status of 
Syria and the Lebanon, and that an Ambassador should be appointed, by 
4grément, in accordance with normal diplomatic practice, ‘The two, Prime 

finisters have met to discuss the presentation to the Freuch of protests in 
identical terms. While the attitude of the two Governments has apparently. been 
fortified by encouragement from several members of the Diplomatic Corps, efforts 
are being made on the British side to provent any unduly violent renction, 

‘The Franco-British staff talks on pending questions, such as security and 
the disposal of the native levies, are now practically completed; and it is hoped 
that within the next few days it will be possible to acquaint the two Governments 
in detail with the minimam British military requirements, thus enabling further 

ogress to be made in regard to the negotiations for the transfer of powers. ‘The 
ig delay caused by these talks, though inevitable, has given much discourage 
ment to the Syrian and Lebanese Govern ‘atid this in tur has led to a 
certain laxity and confusion in the provis ion, which have been 
fully exploited by disaffected French elements. 

Rumours that the British troops are withdrawing from the Levant States 
in the near future and being replaced by large numbers of French troops from 
North Africa have been circulating freely and increasingly for tho past few days, 
tnd appear to form part of an onganited campaign designed to restora the Frevch 
Position. An official démenti will be issued by Ninth Army Headquarters, and 
Other measures are under examination to chock this move. which is causing 
unnesowary alarm without doing tho French themelves any good, 

General Hurley, President Roosevelt's personal representative in the Middle 
East (see Weekly Summary No. 97, paragraph %), who was presented with a gold 
sword by the Syrian President before he loft Damascus, ix stated by the Lebanese 
Minister for Foreign Aflaira to have had a conversation with the Lebanen 
President during which he suggested that the Arab States should address a joint 
Fequest to the Allied Nations, urging that the principlos of the Atlantic Charter 
hould be applied to the settlement of their aflirs. With regard to the future 
status of the Lebanon, he is reported by the same source as having proposed that in 
view of the lange Christian element in the population, the country's tndopendence 
and sovereignty should be especially guaranteed by the United. States, Great 
Britain and the Soviet Union, ax was done in the caso of Persia daring the Tehran 
Conference. A rather different account of this conversation haa been given by 
the United States Diplomatic Ayent, according to whom General Hurley's sug 
gestion was that all the Arab Statos, at their forthcoming conference on Arab 
Unity, might make a declaration expressing their determination to respect each 
other's sovereign rights and territorial integrity; following thix up with a joint 
Fequest to the United Nations to make in respect of all of thom a declaration 
on the lines of that issued at Tehran in regard to Persia, According to 
Mr. Wadsworth, he added as n further tentative suggestion that the Aral Staten 
might. declare their intention of themselves applying the principles of the 
Atlantic Charter to their relations with each other. The first of these 
‘Suggestions, but not the second. was apparently made to the Syrian President also 
Neither Sbukri Quwatli nor Beshara Khuri is reported to have returned any 
definite reply. Tt seems possible that the Lebanese President and the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, who are both Christians and who understand little English, 
may have genuinely misunderstood the General's sngvestions; or alternatively 
that they interpreted them in accordance with their own wishes 

‘The Lebanese Government have improved their position in regard to hostilo 
elements. and are now showins incrensed activity in the field of administration, 
largely owing to the encouraging efforts of the Prime Minister. 


2 Wheat. 


Total purchases during the period 6th to 13th Febraary amounted to 789 tans, 
a daily average of 98 tons. 
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The Syrian Council of Ministers are considering a reduction: in’ cereals 
prices, which has been suggested by the Economic Adviser to Spears Mission. The 
Syrian President of the Cereals Commission, however, does not believe that this 
reduction is possible without « simultaneous decrease in the prices of cotton and 
other goods used by agricultarists. When informed recently that the preseut 
price of barley ought to be reduced to a level more nearly in proportion to that 
of wheat, he suggested that the monopoly on barley should be removed. This, 
of course, is out of the question, 


3, Syria—Damascus. 


should be left to the decisi 
significant that Ni 
deleted in all Sy 

* &e, de") 


lace, 
‘on the fate of "regions of Pale 
cerned the intorested Powers. 


we statoments to tho Syrian press is the account 
of the results of his visit which Nari Pasha gave to flis Majesty's Ambassador 
on his return to Bagdad. He told Sir K. Cornwallis, inter alia, that be had 
agreement with the Syrian Government for the ‘* federation” of Syria 
ho would adopt a common policy in regard to defence and foreign 
t has not yet been possible to obtain confirmation of this from the Syria: 
Aide; ana tn view of the firm attachment of the Syrian President to Tha Saad it 
would. appear somewhat improbable that any such agreement was actually 
Teachied, though It may woll have been mooted. x sd 
A qumber of further minor attributions have now been transferred by the 
French, and this will enable the Government to proceed further in the develop 
ment of their administration, though the important question of the Troupes 
Spéciales still remains outatanding, The control of concessionary companies has 
ten tranaferred from the Ministry of National Economy to the Ministry of 
" 


Financial Agreement (sce last 
is general satisfaction in both 


4. Aleppo. 

‘The recent Opposition success in the election for the Chamber of Agricul 
(eco Summary No. ¥6 ofthe 2nd February) wns repeated in the sabesquent deeion 
of a president for the Medical Society, when the successful candidate, a supporter 
of Rushdi Kekhia, who is one of the chief critics of the Government among local 
Deputies, defeated a close friend of the Prime Minister's 

‘The Government's position in this area is not seriously challenged, bat 
rumours of dissensions are prompting local supporters of the Nationalist bloc to 
try to gain friends outside its ranks. For example, when a small Moslem demon. 
stration was arranged by the Jabris, care was taken to invite Rushdi Kekhia, 
hile Jeadiog Nationalist supporters were excluded. 

i¢ Syrian authorities have officially announced that the French offciers 

frontaliers may continue to work in the Séraile, but the relevant instruction eaten 
that frontier commission meetings will be held in the kaimakam's office, and in 
his presence. These arrangements are unlikely to prove workable, as it is unsuit 
able that  kaimakam should sit as assistant to a junior French officer, and on 
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the other hand the Turkish representatives would not, it is believed, agree to 
the President being a Syrian even if this were desired by the French. 

‘The large Armenian community in Aleppo has shown much interest in the 
Soviet constitutional changes, which are locally regarded as a move to extend 
Russian influence. ‘There is a good deal of speculation as to the possibility of an 
Armenian Consul being appointed to Aleppo from Erivan. 


6. Jebel Druze. 

M. Chataigneay, accompanied by Colonel Oliva-Roget, has visited Soueida, 
where he reviewed the squadrons of the Groupement Druze. Opinion amor 
officers and men of the Growpement on the question of the transfer of control of 
the armed forces to the Syrian Government appears to be divided into three 
sections. ‘The majority are said to favour the maintenance of French command; 
an indeterminate number are apathetic, provided there is no danger of their 
losing their pay if a change is made; and only a minority is believed to desire 
control of the Groupement to pass to the Syrian Government. Officers of the 
Groupement Drace are Wing told by the French that the present Syrian régime 
is only temporary, that it will prove to be as transitory as was the rule of King 
Feisal, and that after the war the mandate will be reimposed, with the consent 
‘of the Great Powers. Steps are being taken to counteract this mischievous 
Propaganda 
7. Alaouite Territory. 

This area hax remained quiet except for an incident between the rival 
factions of Kinj and Nassour, of the Haddadin tribe of the Jeble qudha. 
A quarrel arose over the bidding for a piece of land at a sale, and developed into 
‘sporadic fighting in which there were a few casualties, It appears that the 

Kinj had been provocative. 

of the brothers Kinj in the Jeble district has been almost as despotic 
during the Ist two decades as that of Suleiman Murshid in Haffe, and Alnouite 
opinion will judge the new Government by their ability to pat an end to the 
activities of these tyrants 

The rumour that the British are evacuating Syria forthwith and will be 
relieved by French troops from North Africa (seo undor General "” above) is 
being circulated assiduously in Lattakia, 

Solonel des Essare has now been replaced by Lieutenant-Colonel Ganssot 
(not. Gossand,"" ax stated in laxt week's Summary)—an officer of whom little ix 
Known except that be is a newcomer to the Levant States and has no 
administrative experience. 


8, Euphrates and Jesireh, 

These areas remain relatively calm, but there is an undercurrent of 

uncertainty and uneasiness, particularly’ amongst the minorities, This is 

undoubtedly due in part to the delay in-comploting the transfer of powers (sce 

above). Tt is also, however, causod by factors which the 

ikely to remove for some time to come, if at all, ‘The Syrian 

authorities at Damascus have always shown a lack of interest in these backward 

‘outlying areas; and the provincial administration is inadequate in point of 
‘numbers, besides being on the whole somewhat biased against the minorities. 


9. Tribal. 
jo further developments are reported in the Abu Saraya quarrel (see last 
week's Summary) 
The land dispute between the Jubbour and the Messinieh (see Summary 
No, 96 of the 2nd February) has been settled temporarily by the withdrawal of 
‘Abdul Aziz Muslat from the property in question at the instance of the 
commandant of the gendarmerie. s 
On the 7th February the Mohafez of the Jezineh received an urgent message 
from the Mudir of Shaddadeh informing him that the Jubbour were geben: 
large numbers about 25 kilom. north of Shaddadeh to attack the Feddagha 
in revenge for previous raids. The Mohafez, exasperated by the apparent 
inaction of the Contréle Bédonin, to whom the matter had been reported a week 
before, wrote officially explaining his inability to quell the Jubbour with the 
insufficient gendarmerie force at his disposal, and disclaiming responsibility if 
the French authorities did not take action to expel the Feddagha to their normal 
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pasturage area in Traq. In this dispute the Feddagha are undoabtedly supported 
hy the Agaidat, who have long-standing differences with the Jubbour, 
On his return’ from a tour of the Duck's Bill, Mgr. Kyriakos, the Syrian 
Orthodox bishop, who is described as level-headed and exceptionally intelligent, 
has expressed apprehension of possible trouble between Arab, Kurdish and 
Christian elements, owing to the Jack of adequate representation of Government 
authority in that area. The Mohafez alleges, moreover, that much. of the 
insecurity is due to a French whispering campaign concerning Turkish claims to 
the Duck's Bill and to French encouragement of separatist leaders 

A deputation of Assyrians from the Khabour Settlement has gone to 
Damascus to claim the Government's protection against the raids of neighbouring. 
Arab tribesmien, particularly the Baggara and Sharabiyin. Their complaint is 
that, there being: no longer British troops in that area, and the Gardes Mobiles 
having been withdrawn, they must now rely on a few ill-equipped gendarmes, 
with the possible support of Méharistes, or, alternatively, must take the law into 
their own hands, These Assyrians have undoubtedly suffered more than usual in 
recont weeks from the depredations of their Arab neighbours; and the fact that 
‘8 large proportion of their men-folk are serving with the British forces gives 
them  atrong claim to British sympathy and support. 


11. The Lebanon, 

‘The Prime Minister made a statemont in the Chamber on the 10th February 
on tho Snancial agreement signed betwoen the French, British, Syrian and 
Lobanese authorities, maying that the agreement provided a new and firm basis 
for the Lebanew currency and wax a guarantee of the nation’s independence. 
‘The Howse unanimously adopted a motion of thanks to the Government for 
nogotiating and concluding the agreement. 

‘The Prime Minister, who had proviously defended his lack of interest in 
administrative mntters as being merely a disinclination to " fight on two fronts” 
(i.e, with tho French regarding the transfer of powers to the Government and 
with the Opposition regarding internal matters), has recently teen showing a 
greater disposition to spur on tho othar Ministers in their departmental duties, 
‘and the Government has been showing much moro activity than hitherto, though 
little in the way of concrete results has yet emerged. The Ministors of Justice 
and Interior, who are apparently now dividing the work of the Finance Depart. 
tout between them, are at last getting abend with the preparation ofthe budge. 
which is much overdue, and have been examining the stillborn War Profits Tax 


with view, to applying it, though #o far they have, found the dificultien 


unsurmountable. ‘The Rent Law, which was to have been debated in the Chamber 
on the 10th February, has been referred back to the committer which rejected it, 
with instructions to study it afresh. ‘The Minister of Supply is still elaborating 
his plans for reducing the cost of living. and the Matute for the new Supreme 
Advisory Board haw at Inet been drawn up and passed. The services of common 
interest recently taken over from the French have now been allocated to the 
various departments. ‘The Anti-Profitesring Service has been attached to the 
Ministry of Justice, and the Government intend to increase its activities, 

‘The elements hostile to the Government have for the moment been put to ront 
by the Prime Minister's several victories over the Opposition in the Chamber 
tand by the Government's represive measures against the Taufiq Awad organisa. 
tion outside it, Riad-es-Sulh is said to be still studying ways and means of 
ensuring a majority in his favour if and when he decides to introduce # motion 
for the unseating of Emil Eddé, In the meantime, Emil Eddé is becoming rather 
‘more active behind the scenes, althongh he has not yet dared to appear in public; 
and it is noticeable that Moussa Namour, a formerly prominent politician who 
failed in the Inst elections and who is short of money, is now bidding fair to 
displace Taufiq Awad, whose unpopularity outweighs his cleverness, as a leader 
of the xtra-parliamentary Opposition grow 

‘The sit-down strike in the Kadisha electricity works became a full-dress 
strike on the 8th February, when the unpopular French director went back on 
his undertakings to the Government and endeavoured to coerce the employees into 
accepting his terms under threat of dismissal. On the 12th February the 
Prime Minister cartly informed him that, if he did not succeed in-endicg the 
strike by the 14th February, the Government would take over the works and 
dismiss him. M. Calmette'at once came to heel, and the strike ended on the 
afternoon of the Mth February. The Government are now proposing to send a 
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commission of enquiry into the works, and to demand M, Calmette’s dismissal if 
the commission's report holds him responsible for the unrest. 

A number of small strikes amongst various types of workers in the Beirut 
area, including joiners, hairdressers’ assistants and tannors, have been settled by 
the Government. 


12 Press and Propaganda. 
Internal —The Anglo-French Financial Agreement recently concluded has 
well received in the local press, which anticipates that it will have a 
stabilising effect on local currency and constitute a check on speculation, It will 
‘consequently be an important contribatory factor to the success of the campaign 
‘against profiteering. The agreement was pablished in the entire press, side by 
side with a commentary issued by the press attaché's office. 

_ Disappointment is evident in press comments on the Chamber's failure to 
ratify the decision of the Judicial Committee to reject the Rent Law motion, as 
it had heen fally expected that the Chamber would approve the recommendation. 

Complaints against the high cost of living continue throughout the press. 

Ezternal—Miuch space is devoted to news of the American oil project in the 
Arabian Peninsula. Comment is confined to one paper, which believes that the 
Project will be au important factor in shaping the destiny of the Middle Fast, 
and considers that it will not prove a danger to Arab independence provided the 
Allies live upto the principles of the Atlantic Charter. 

Enemy Wireless Propaganda.—No significant change has been observed. 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary, No. 99, Syria and the Lebanon, 
2rd February, \HA.—(Received in Foreign Office 7th March.) 


(Becret.) 


1. General. 
WHILE the Lebanese Government continue to consolidate their position 
‘against the forces of the opposition, there is increasing speculation in. Syrian 
parliamentary circles as to the possibility of the Damascus Government”s 
surviving the next session of the Chamber. Much depends on the achievement of 
et settlement of the Foes of the native levies; but, apart from this, 
the rifts within the Cabinet wil in all probability wocessitate ai least a reais 
fore long. 
The Syrian Government have now handed the French a detailed counter: 
project concerning the transfer of the levies (see Weekly Summary No, 95, 
gtaph 1, for a summary of General Catroux’s proposals). The text of th 
‘counter-project has not yet been received by the British authorities, but the French 
appear to regard it as unlikely to provide the basis for a satisfactory solution, 
‘and have referred the question to Algiers. They still expect General Catroux 
to arrive in the Levant towards the end of the month, but have no definite 
information about his plans, Tt is doubtful, therefore, whether a solution of this 
important question will be reached in time to save the present Syrian Cabinet 
from hostile parliamentary criticism which may well lead to its downfall, 

‘On the 25th February, after inevitable but unfortunate delays, both Govern- 
ments were given a paper showing the requirements of the General Officer 
Commanding, Ninth Army, on two of the most important questions relating to the 
transfer of powers. 

‘The first section covers inter alia the Procedure to be followed in future 
for the implementation of the army commander's military requirements on 
specific points. Hitherto the Délégué Général promulgated the necessary 

lecrees : in future any orders affecting the civil population will be passed by the 

army commander to the French Commander-in-chief as the tertitorial ‘com. 

ander, and the later will arrange for the States Governments 10 ime the 
lisite decrees. A uate sai ards are provided against ‘ible break- 

dows of the new procedie in practice SS araie 

se axtit Second section of the paper covers the whole field of military security : 

it envisages the establishment of Stiretés Générales under control of the Staves 
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Governments, and the transfer to these services of a considerable number of 
functions hitherto exercised by the French SGreté Générale; but inevitably it 
stipulates for the retention under Allied military control of a number of security 
subjects. ‘The main instrument for dealing with these will be the French Stireté 
aux Arméea, which replaces the old French Sireté Générale; but an important 
innovation is the creation of a Joint Franco-British Security Council which will 
make recommendations to the British and French commanders on general 
security policy. This innovation should go far to remove the fears of the local 
Governments lest in practice their nationals should be left exclusively at the mercy 
of the French security services, from whom they have suffered much in the past 

Although the paper was drafted with the primary purpose of indicating to 
the local Governments the precise extent of the British military requirements in 
respect of the subjects covered, in order to enable the Governments to negotiate 
‘settlement with the Freuch en connaissance de cause, it is satisfactory to record 
that the Eronch for their part accepted it in every detail while it was still in 
draft form, ‘The Governments will, however, probably require explanations on 
a number of points before they feel it possible to get down to the business of 
detailed negotiations with the French 

Papers covering the remaining subjects of interest to the Ninth Army, viz., 
the future of thi native levies; the trial of crimes and offences having a military 
aspect and "administration "” (including requisitioning, communications and the 
concessionary companies) are in course of preparation. 

On ‘the 22nd February the two Governments delivered identically-worded 
notes of protest to the Fronch on the subject of General Beynet's appointment in 
tho dual role of Délézué Général and French Commander-in-chief. Largely as 
1 rosalt of British advice, given both in Damascus and Beirut, these notes were 
muich milder and lees uncompromising than the two Governments—and particu 
larly the Lobaneso—had originally intended to make them. The Lebanese Prime 
Minister had resolved to state categorically that the appointment wax unacoept 
‘able, but in their final form the Hotes held out the possibility of an amicable 
agreomont, provided that on the French wide the necessary explanations and 
assurances were forthcoming. Furthermore, while the notes recorded the 
concern of the two Governments that they had not been consulted in advance, 
a pansago was deleted which referred to the necessity for the Governments’ 
actual agriment—which would inevitably have raised in an acute form the vaxed 
question of the extent to which, notwithstanding the technical continuatice of the 
mandate, the representative of the French National Committee of Liberation can 
honicaforth bo rewarded ax possessing in his civileapacity a purely diplomatic statnx 

M, Chataigneatt, though embarrassed by the connexion between this contro, 
versy and his own personal position, ia known to have reported to Algiers ina 
one sympathetic to the local point of view; and it ix much to be hoped that this, 
coupled with informal representations which may be nado on the British side 
iat Algiers, will eventually lead to a satisfactory compromise on. a question about 
whioh the local Goveruments undoubtedly feo! very strongly, Nevertheless, the 
problem of General Reynet’s dual rile is a very thorny one, and it may prove 
difficult to devise an acceptable formula, The local Governments have emphasised 
that thie arrangement is far too reminiscent of the days when a French High 
Commissioner wna also commander-in-chief of the troops stationed in the Levant 
‘The French on their side have put forward the argument, in private conversation, 
that only a commander-in-chief possessing in addition’ full political authority 
to act in the name of the Algiers Committee would be capable of forcin, 
disgruntled French officers to accopt the new and highly unpalata 
situation arising out of the transfer of powers Whether or not this 
argument is wholly ingenuows, it cannot, unfortunately, be denied that neither 
the well-meaning M. Chataignean nor the present light-weight Commander-in- 
chief of the French forces has been able adequately to control such disaffected 
flements, which represent & real danger 

The Contréle Bédouin has now been handed over finally and completely to the 
‘Syrinn authorities, and the Mohafezin have been informed that it ts henceforth 
under their orders. ‘This development had long been foreshadowed. Since. 
however, it involves the retention, under Syrian management, of a number of 
French officers, it provides an excellent example of the sort of feld in which good. 
‘will and positive co-operation are essential in the interests of effic 

Te now seems fairly certain that, as suggested in Inst week's summary, Nari 
Pasha did not, in fact, achieve any positive agreement concerning Syro-Iraqi 
co-operation during his stay in Damascus. It appears, moreover, that even the 
comparatively anodyne and non-committal remarks on the subject of Arab unity 
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which were attributed to him in the Syrian press have caused a certain amount 
of resentment in official circles ‘The Government are whole-heartedly in favour 
of a Greater Syria of their own chosing, i.c., ruled from Damascus by them- 
selves. But most members of the Cabinet are convinced republicans; and it seems 
they did not much relish Nuri Pasha’s remark that the component States of the 
Greater Syria of the future shonld be free to decide amongst themselves the 
nature of its constitution. Monarchist sentiment is believed to be strong among 
the Bedouin, and is also becoming isicreasingly marked in the Jebel Druze, where 
tmembers of the preponderant Atrash clan are in close touch with the agents of 
the Amir Abdullah of Transjordania, whose claim to the Syrian throne they 
openly espouse 

in most districts the rumour campaign concerning the ‘* impending with- 
drawal of the British from the Levant States ” continues unabated, and is causing 


however convinced most people that the financial position of tho States, if not 
quite what they had supposed, is still very advantageous 


3, Syria—Damaseus, 


‘Jamil Marden, the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Khaled ol-Azin, 
the Finance Minisier, have left by rail, via Aleppo and Bagdad, on their lony 
brojeted vist to tn Saud at Riyadh, In.a statement to the press before he lft 

Jamil Bey said that be had been charged with conveying the thanks of the Presi 
dent for the congratulations received from King Abdul Aziz on the restitution of 
Syrian consitutional life. Naturally, too, he would pursue with the King. the 
discussions already started in Cairo on the subject of Arab unity. He would be 
absent about a forinight, and after a abort stay ia Damascus ‘would leave again 

for Algiers. 

Jamil Bey added that on his return from Riyadh be would proceed with 
the installation of embassies or legations at Cairo, Bagdad, Riyadh, Algiors, 
London and Washington, and of consulates-general at Jerusalem, Amman and 
Bombay. In addition, the Government were studying the question of opening 
several consulates in South America, beginning with Rio de Janeiro and Buenos 
Aires 

In reply to questions concerning the state of Syro-Turkish relations, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs stated somewhat surprisingly that these were exceed 
ingly cordial, and that ‘' if certain conditions which have yet to be fulfilled" had 
sofar prevented the Turkish Government from ing 8 jure, de facto 

ition was already accorded. Negotiations had even been started for the 
establishment of Syrian Consulates at Angora, Instanbul and Adana. ‘The creation 
of Syrian consulates in Turkey—particularly at Adana—might. well complicate 
the already difficalt problem of frontier security. Tn all probability, however, the 
negotiations to this end, if indeed thay have, realy boea started at all, are still 
‘a long way from fruition. They can only have been conducted in Damascus, 
where the Turkish Consul appears to have been having difficulties with the 
Syrian authorities over newspaper articles criticising Turkish foreign, policy, 
and over the fulsome attention paid to Tevfik Rist Aras, the former Turkish 
‘Ambassador in London, who was equally critical of his Government's 
“tergiversations.” It is possible, indeed, that Jamil Bey’s optimistic description 
of Syro-Turkish relations is attributable to conversations with the. © 
ambassador; but the latter seems to have visited Damascus in a purely priva 
capacity despite the suggestions of the Damascus press to the contrary. | In this 
Sonnexion it is relevant to recall that oly a very, short while ago the Turkish 
Minister for Forvign Affairs informed His Majesty's Ambassador at Angora that 
this Government did not propose to recognise any ew States while the war lasted. 
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Dr. Kayali, the Syrian Minister of Justice, and Dr. Aractinji, the head of 
the Departisent of Health, were dae to accompany Jamil Mardam ‘as far as the 
dezireh, in order to study respectively the malaria problem and the replacement 
of judges—two matters which have long needed drastic action 


4. Aleppo. 

‘The area remains quiet and there have been good rainis. ‘The reconciliation 
reached between the Jabri and Mudarres factions has caused a good deal of 
perturbation amongst the local Nationalists, who foresee that there will be fewer 
hones for them to pick. ‘The Prime Minister's brother, Thsan Jabri, has on 
this account been subjected to much eriticism—which sbouid benefit hiv, as ever 
since his release from résidence foreée some months ago he has lived well up to 
his reputation for throwing his weight about. 

Aw stated tinder “* General” above, recent developments in Anglo-Tarkish 
relations have given rise to w crop of dimaging rumours, which have naturally 
hoon most provelant in the Aloppo area, Frontior contacts with the ‘Turks have 
howover remained normal. Amongst the questions down for discussion at the 
fortheoming meeting of the “second degree" frontier commission, which will 
he attended by tho Vali of Urfa, ix that of the contraband trade in. Turkish 
‘attlo, which ix connived at by the authorities on this side of the frontier in the 
intereats of tho Ninth Army 


7. Alaouite Territory, 

Tho trouble at Joble hax now subsided, ‘There are no signs of any general 
disorder in the Alnouite Territory, but the prosent stage in. the evolution of local 
government is fraught with difheulties. The gendarmerie force is stuall, the 
area is dimnited, and unscrupulons tribal chiefs still hold great power. ‘The 
French, moreover, have for same time been working for unity among the 
Alaouites, but not ity with the reat of Syria, ‘The Mohafer ix endeavouring 
to check reactionary propaganda and to improve the standard of efficiency and 
integrity in the administration, and hopes by so doing to bring the Alaouites 
into lino with the rest of Syria. ‘Since his arrival, however, the Sunni element 
haw shown a rogrotiable tendency to assert itelf at the expense of the other 
communition. ‘The future peace of the territory depends on the repression of 
this tendency, on the degree of support lent by the Central Government in curbing 
the tribal chieftains, and most of all on the attitude of the local French officials 
The new Délégué Adjoint appears'to have made a good start, but some of hi 
subordinates leave much to be desired. 


11. The Lebanon, 


Some prominence bax been given in the press to the activities of a group of 
Lebanese Indies who have instituted « campaign to boycott retailers in order 
to forve down the prices of vnessential commodities, Reports of the formation 
of commercial groups, whose object is to import and retail commodities at a 
fixed margin of profit, have contributed to alarm the merchants, as have also 
communiqués from the Minister of Supply announcing his intention to retail 
food-stuffs direct to the public at Government-controlled prices. It is, however, 
‘us yet fir too soon to say whether any of these initiatives will have a more lasting 
effect cw the coat of living than have various short-lived schemes propounded in 
the past 

‘The preparation of the Lebanese budget is likely to be much delayed by the 
transfer to the Government of the various common interests services, as no 
department can submit its estimates until it has been able to include those of 
the additional services now attached to it. 

‘The Parliamentary Committee to examine the Rent Law has now reversed 
ite previous conclusions, and has recommended increases of from 25 per cent. 
to 100 per cent. on 1939 rents; the division of premises according to tenants’ pro- 
fessions is also to be suppressed. The Bill is to he debated on the 24th February. 

‘The Lebanese Government's announcement of a five-year plan of public 
works has been received with scepticism by a public accustomed to the promul- 
ston of grandiose schemes which come to nothing. 

4 wnese members of the Supreme Supply Council and of the seven 
‘Advitory Boards have now teen named, and the boards are now functioning. 
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On the 18th February the “' Association of Friends of the Soviet Union” 
opened an exhibition in Beirut entitled, ‘The USSR, at War," to which 
considerable publicity was given. ‘The Communist party also announced a public 
lecture on its new organisation in the Levant States 


12. Press and Propaganda. 
Internal.—The press has commented extensively on the reports now cireu- 
lating to the effect that Syrian and Lebanese business circles propose to form a 
lange trust for the purpose of monopolising imports and controlling their sale 
at a profit of 15-20 per cent, With the exception of al-Qabas, of Damascus, 
which considers the scheme to be a satisfactory step towards the control of 
prices, the press in general maintains that its effect would be harmful, in that 
it would destroy a system of free trade and competition which is alleged to be in 
the Interest of the cousumer, On the other hand, the press approves the decision 
of the Supply Ministry to offer in the open market large quantities of woollen 
yarn af low. prices, and supports the organisation of Tataness ladies to force 
own the prices of tmessential commodities (see under '* The Lebanon ” above). 
There are still many complaints about the unfair distribution of news: 
Print and recurrent suspension of cortain newspapers. Amongst those recently 
‘tuspended have been al-A nsaar, A svia, al-A hrar, al-Hadaf, al-Ahd, and al-Massa. 
ALAhrar bas reappeared under the direction of Taufiq Awad, whose connexion 
the Emil Eddé faction is well known. The first issue on reappearance was 
censored extensively 
External-—A section of the looal press, in referring to the American oil 
project in the Arabian Peninsula, suggests that the Arab Governments should 
‘how realise the international importance of their countries” resources, and should 
obtain fall measure of benefit from concessions granted to other Powara 
Enemy Wireless Propaganda.—No significant change has been observed, 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 100, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Ist March, 1044 —(Received in Poreign Office, 1th March.) 


(Secret) 


1, General, 

‘The Syrian authorities have reacted unfavourably wo the Ninth Army paper 
(sce last week's stimmary ander “ General”) concerning military security in 
elation to the transfer af powers ‘They maintain that ite practical effect, would 
be to saddle them indefinitely with « thinly-camouflaged variant of the old French 
Rime, under which the he S.S.0s, with their Gardes 
Mobiles and by the Siireté Générale, In their view the paper shows mistrust of 
Uheirwllingnens to cooperate, ad is wounding to their national ¢mour propre 

‘Tho first reactions of the Lebanese Government were apparently far leas 
strong, but they cannot afford to get out of step with the Syrians in a matter of 
this sort. Various suggestions for rendering the paper more palatable, while 
preserving its essential features, are now under examination 

A copy of the Syrian counter-project concerning the transfer of the native 
levies (soe Inst week's summary) has now been received, It is a badly drafted 
document, and contains several points which at first sight appear to render it 
unsnitable as a basis for negotiation. The Syrians maintain, however, that it 
‘was only communicated after explanations had been given verbally to the French 
military authorities regarding its contents; and these explanations, as repeated 
Privately to His Majesty's Minister, do, in fact, show the counter-project to have 
misrepresented their attitude. which is essentially reasonable. 

there have been no further positive developments in regard to the appoint 
ment of General Beynet in the dual role of Délégué Général and Commander-in. 
chief, French troops: ‘The French National Committee of Liberation is apparently 
still considering the protests of the two Governments and nothing is known, here 
of the general's plans. Meanwhile the Lebanese Prime Minister, in the course 
of a somewhat provoeative speech in the Chamber, has declared that the general 
‘who is coming amongst us” can only be received asa friendly ambassador. 

Rumours evidently inspired by the French concerning the coming of French 
troops and the evacuation of the British are still re thronghout Syria and 

[27851] 12 






































116 


the Lebanon, and there is iow a new and more dangerous rumour that it is the 
British who have forbidden the French to hand over the army to Syria, 
In responso to suggestions from Bagdad, both Syria and the Lebanon have 
sted vigorously against the proposal, put forward by Senators Wagner and 
n the American Senate, to fift the Festrictions on Jewish immigration into 
Palestine, The protests have taken the form of telegrams addressed by the Syrian 
and Lebanese speakers and chairmen of the Foreign Affairs Commissions to their 
‘opposite numbers in Washington, but the two Governments have associated 
themselves with this action in official notes to the United States diplomatic 
representatives in Beirut and Damascus and have asked for reassurances on the 
subject, 
2 Wheat, 

‘Total purchases during the period from the 21st to the 27th February were 
1,808 tous, a daily average of 956 tons. 

The Lebanese Government offered to buy the surplus which the Cereals 
Commission had approved for export, but when it war pointed oat that thie 
surplos was needed for the Allied war effort the proposal was withdrawn, 

‘The Supply Department sells flour in Beirut at a lower price than grain in 
the provinces. "The Government have therefore decided to reduce the selling price 
of grain, to reduce the cost of flour by the substitution of millet for barley and 
to increase the revenve by raising the price of sugar and by imposing a charge 
for the issue of import anid export licences. 

Atter protracted agitation against the continuance of the O.C.P. monopoly, 
certain cereals mnerchants in Syria have proposed that they should be allowed to 
buy from raducers ‘at uncontrolled prices and recompense thomselves by delivering 
fo the OCP. at a fixed rate, ‘They claim to be able to reduce operating costs: 
but, on the other hand, producers would love the benefit of stable prices for their 
crops. The Syrian press bas approved the rejection by the Cereals Commission 
of these proposals and has launched vigorous attacks against the merchants, Some 
strong leading articles have appeared which, in a county where public opinion 

low to give approval, constitute a considerable tribute to the O.C.P. 


3, Syria—Domaseus. 
Public opinion in Damascus now scema to regard it as almost certain that 

thore will be changes in the Government before the next session of Parliament, 

and that ‘Tanfiq Shamieh, Mazhar Reslan and Nasouht Bukhari, the three least 

important members of the Cabinet, will be amongst those to go. ‘Jamil Mardam 

and Khaled el-Azm, the two most likely rivals of Saadullah Jabri for the office 

of Prime Minister, aro now the gueste of Tbn Saud at Riyadh: but in view of the 

latter's influence over tho President, this does not by ny means signify that 

Saadallah Boy has been relieved, even temporarily, of their intrigues to supplant 

him. | Unlike Jamil Mardam, Khaled el-Azm has yet to make his mark abroad, 

though he is intellectually the toughest and most outstanding member of the 

Cabinet, Te is thonght probable that his rble is to keep an eye on Jamil Mardam, 

Who is a born intriguer and of doubtful loyalty to Shukri Quwatli. He may 

‘also have been attached to the mission with a view to obtaining first hand 

information of the American plans for oil development in Saudi Arabia, since 

he is the only member of the Government who understands an 

The Government are known to be preoce 

implications ofthis question, and to bebop 

to bring @ pipe-tine np to Ratha (whence it 

to the Mediterranean) rather than to constru 

of the Arabian peninsula to the Red Sea. 

intorest in the possibility of reviving the Hoja: 

The two itinerant Ministers were accompanied by Fakhri Raradi, a 
Damascus Deputy with a reputation for demagogic oratary. ‘The Minister of 
‘Justice did not, after all, go with them as far as the Jezireh; but a start appears 
to have been made with the long overdue rehaul of the provincial administestion 


4. Aleppo. 

There have been “second degree” Frontier Commissi ings i 
attended by the Vali of Urfa. For the fret time: heen weter atcke eer 
the Syrian Government, held in the Sérail, and the Mohafer officially presided, 
though he is reported to have taken but littie part im the discussions. "Some fifty 
outstanding cases were settled, and the Turks do not appear to have given undis 





17 


Prominence to the question of the contraband trade in Turkish cattle for the 
British army. 

With very little prompting, and as a result of canvassing which was left 
wholly in Syrian hands, the people of Aleppo have during the past week 
contributed a sum sufficient to purchase at least four Spitfires for the RAF 
‘The Mohafez was the principal organiser, assisted by Thsan Jabri, and three of 
the leading textile merchants contributed large sums. ‘The R.A.F. gave exhibition 
flights over the town and there was a display of parachate jumping in the neigh- 
hourhood. The presence of the British forces has of course brought wealth to 
many of the inbabitants, but in view of the general reputation of the Aleppine 
for being tight-fisted and provincial in his outlook, the results achieved has 
surpassed all expectations and are a striking tribute to the growing popularity 
of the Allied cause. 

The prevalence of alarmist ramours based on the withdrawal of British 
military officers from Turkey (eee last week's Summary) has been increased locally 
by reports in the Syrian press to the effect that M. Saragoglu, in an interview 
With a correspondent of the United Press, had spoken of the desire of his Govern: 
ment for frontier rectification in Syria. ‘An official démenti was later published 
at the instance of the Turkish Consul at Damascus, but probably carried! little 
conviction. On the other hand, reports which haye appeared. in the Palestine 
Press of the escape of Gestapo officials from the German Embassy at Angora, 
and their unconditional surrender to the British authorities, have tended. to 
reassure the population that things must be going badly for the enemy. 


7. Alaowite Territory. 

‘The area remains quiet, and such minor local quarrels as have occurred wore 
wettled aatinfactorily by the local gendarmerie. 

Frontier administration remains virtually unchanged, security matters being 
now the responsibility of the Officier Frontalier. (Incidentally, this change 
without a difference” constitutes one of the main objections of the Syrian 

overnment to the security arrangements now under consideration—see under 
General ” above ) 

Tho present status of the Gardes Mobiles is obscure. Some have been 
dismissed and others sent home to await orders, French officers of the Service 
Politique employ a cortain number, ax did the SOx, in the past, and iis 
presumed that the rest have been transferred to the Trouper Spéoialer, 


8. Ruphrates and Jesireh. 
The Mohafez of the Euphrates has returned from Damascus with increased 
‘confidence, having apparently succeeded in thwarting tho in the Central Govern- 
ment who planned to transfer him 
The Mohafez of the Jezireh has brought upon the Government and upon 
imself some loss of prestige through an abortive attempt to banish certain 
rity leaders from the Mohaferat. Having received a telegram from the 
Prime Minister instructing him to take all necessary measures to ensure Jocal 
security, he saw the opportunity to rid himself of number of his political 
opponents who were inclined to flout authority. On his orders, Michel Tom, a 
Syrian Catholic, who is president of the Kamichlie Municipality and an old 
‘opponent of Syria dence; a Chaldean Catholic landowner named Habid 
iamo, who is alleged to have spoken against the Government; and certain 
Kurdish notable, Saleh imius of Amouda, were arrested and taken under 
armed escort to Deir ez-Zor, bat were there told by the Mohafer of the Euphrates, 
‘on instructions from the Prime Minister, that their arrest had been a mistake and 
that they were free to return to their homes. ‘The Mohafez of the Jezireh has 
how gone to Damascus to have it out with the Central Government. Tt is 
rumotired that he tay not return. Tn his defence it must be said that all the three 
arrested men are well known as protégés of the French, and that Michel Dom, in 
ticular, has long been a fomenter of separatist tendencies. There is reason to 
Relieve that the Prime Minister would have stipported the Mohafer but for the 
‘iolent opposition of the Minister of the Interior, who complained that Saadullah 
Bey was poaching. on his preserves. Taving gained his point, Lath Haffar 
departed to Palestine, ostensibly on grounds of ill-health, and is still sulking 
there. 
Colonel des Pasae as strived in. Der Zor to take up the dal appt 
ment of Déléqué Adjoint for the Euphrates and the Jezireh and Military 
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Commander in East Syria. He brought with him his Chief of Staff, Commandant 
Clapeau, and several changes are expected. The local reactions to this dual 
appointment are not yet known. 


9, Tribal. 

The Bedouin Control, together with local gendarmerie, have forced the 
Baggara to give back a proportion of the sheep which they recently stole from the 
Assyrians, and have also taken action to seitle the dispute between the Feddagha 
‘and the Jubbour (see Summary No. 93 of the 16th February). More rain has 
fallen, which should keep the farmers busy and contented. 


11, The Lebanon. 
The position of the Lebanese Governme ains relatively secure. 
Opposition outside the Chamber, routed by the Government's recent repressive 
measures, shows uo signs of re-forming, whilst the Prime Minister's forcefulness 
in dealing with all opponents daring the parliamentary debates has so far sufficed 
to give the Government an overwhelming majority on every issue put to the vote. 
Neverthelens, while it ix recognised that the Ministers are all trying hard in 
their respective spheres, the Government are being increasingly criticised for their 
dilatoriness in dealing with the many administrative problems confronting them, 
hotably the cost of living and financial matters. ‘The Minister of Supply's various 
schemes have still not matured, The budget has not been presented, and the War 
Profits Tax remains uncollected ; whilst the Administration in general is function: 
ing little, if any, better than in the past, partly owing to the lack of suitable 
personnel to fill important posts bat at least as much owing to the Govern 
inability to resiat interventions by their aupporters in favour of protégés. It 
in fact, clear that the Governmed’s strength derives not from their administra 
tive record, but from the belief that they are sincerely trying to shake themselves 
free of the mandatory hackles. ‘The Government are thus obliged to give 
periodical proof of their determination to puraue a policy of independence, lest 
their popularity in and out of the Chamber sink to a dangerously low ‘evel 

Tt was clearly with this consideration in mind that the Prime Minister, 
reply to a question in the Chamber on the 24th February, made a bold and, 
provocative speech which earned him much applause at the time and has b 
received since, He first stated, very prematurely, that the Lebanon would soon 
have its army under ite own command, since the French had admitted the principle 
of the transfer of the Lebanese Trouper Spéciales to the Lebanon, Me then 
referred to" another army which was said to be coming to take away Lebanese 
independence * obviouly referring fo the recent runout campaign to tho eet 
that the Britiah forcen were leaving the Levant States and being replaced by many 
thousands of French troops), and declared his intention to defend the country 
against all odds Finally, be dropped a strong hint that "the general who was 
‘coming amongst ua" (referring to General Beynet, against the manner of whose 
appointment the Lebanese Government had protested), could only be received 
friendly ambassador. ‘The newspapers,” said Riad-es-Sulh, say he is quick 
and eniergetio; T hope that he will be, so that he may hand over as quickly ax 
possible the rest of oar powers.” 

Meantime, the Government still cannot make up their minds to expel 
Emil Eddé from the Chamber. ‘Their present pretext for inactivity ix that they 
‘are in process of forming a pro-Government party amongst the Deputies and do 
hot Wish to raise this controversial issue until they can be sure of support 
Emil Eddé himself, after woeks of underground activities, recently informed one 
of the Maronite archbishops that he had received secret intelligence proving that 
the Lebanese President had agreed with His Majesty's Minister to absorb the 
Lebanon in Syria. This the archbishop, after conversation with His Majesty 
Minister, was able to refute, and the incident did not redound to Eddé's presi 

While security in the country as a whole is satisfactory, the situation in 
Bekaa is giving grounds for anxiety, This turbulent region, composed partly of 
a few feudal Shia chieftains and their followers and partly of a Christian 
gation round Zahié, has always been difficult to rule; since December it has 
no Mobafez, so that the Government's writ has hardly run in the outlying 
distriots, which, in addition, have been subjected to some particularly intense 
French propaganda. A violent inter-family feud near Baaltek has caused the 
Government to make an investigation, and they are now urgently considering how 
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Yo restore their authority in the area. Disorders would undoubtedly be worse 
were it not that the region is fertile and comparatively prosperous, so that the 
Bormal inceatives to disturbances are lacking. 

The 1944 Rent Law, after being for a second time examined by a Parlia 
mentary Committee, was passed in an amended form on the 24th Eebrnary. The 
Bill divides accommodation into three classes, residential, professional und com- 

al, and allows increases of from 30 per cent, to 100 per cent. on 1989 reuts, 

ding to the class of accommodation and the amount of rent paid, Premises 
tary personnel are exempt from all increases. 
\’s commission of enguiry on the strike at the Kadisha 
Electricity Works has concluded its work. {t is understond that its report, which 
has not yet been presented, confirms that the manager, M- Calmette, was the prime 
cause of the trouble. 

‘The Minister of Supply, on the 22nd February, appointed four commissions 
to study the possibility of fixing tariffs for woollen goods, cotton goods, building 
materials, and frait and vegetables 

‘The Iraqi Minister. Tabsin Qadri, presented his credentials to the Lebanese 
President on the 24th February. thus becoming the first full diplomatic repre: 
sentative of an Arab State to be accredited to the Lebanon, 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 101, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Bth March, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Office, 28h March, 


Becret,) 


1, General, 
NEGOTIATIONS for the transfer of powers (seo last week's mummary, 
“General ”) continue. The details of Ninth Army's paper regarding military 
nd the Sy c project regarding native levies are 

still under consideration by the British authorities 

No reply hax beon recived from the French to the protests made hy both 
Governments regarding the manner of General Reynet’s appointment, and they 
tee in it a posible move by the French to inttoduce a poliey of retraction. and 
Totrogression while there negotiations aro still held up, ‘The general in due in 
Beirut on the 9th March, and the solution of an awkward state of affairs now 
appears to rest with M. Chataignean, who may be able to induce him to adopt a 
reasonably conciliatory attitude 

Meanwhile the better French elements are extremely worried by tho general 
situation. There are many undesirable French officers in the country, and an 
‘unconfirmed report has been received of an impending coup, involving artificially 
created disorders as an excuse for French intervention, Before this report wax 
received, steps had been taken to prevent the arrival of reinforcements to replace 
4 French battalion in the Levant States before the outgoing troops had departed, 
Its felt that the presence of both at the same time would be harmful to security, 
articularly in view of the runiours, reported in last week's summary, that 
French troops in the Levant were being increased, 

"The Lebanese for their part are particularly anxious, in view of increasing 
subversive propaganda, to avoid delay in the handing over of the siroté. ‘They 
fear that if this service remains free to conduct political propaganda on behalt 
of the French after General Beynet’s arrival, they may find themselves faced with 
‘4 pro-French opposition thronghont the country with which they will be unable 


to ony 

"Fhe newly appointed Persian delegate to the Levant States has sent his 
Government a report on the political situation in Syria and the Lebanon, and has 
apparently recommended that the time is now ripe for the Persian Government 
to recognise the two States, 


4. SyriaDamaxeus. 

The statements made to the Damaseus press recently hy the Syrian Foreign 

Minister regarding Turkey's recognition de focto of Syria (ce Summary No. 08) 
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require some explanation, No written communication appears to have been 
conveyed by the Turkish to the Syrian Government on the subject, but the 
‘Turkish Consul, with the authorisation of his Government, informed the Syrian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that his Government recognised, and would 
recognise, an “* état de fait” as regards any attributions transferred, or to be 
transferred, by the French to the Syrians. In all matters arising out of the 
transfer of any particular attribution the Turks would deal direct with the 
Syrian authority, aud not, as hitherto, with the representative of the mandatory 
Power. 

‘The latest manifestation of dissonance in the Cabinet is an alleged quarrel 

between the Prime Minister and the Minister of the Interior. After a somewhat 
wrolonged absence in Tripoli in connexion with the death of his son-in-law, 
Lutfi Haffar retarned to Damascus but not to his ministry. Allegedly confined 
to bed by a heart attack, he was nevertheless on one occasion at least seen driving 
his car in the town. He has since left for Jerusalem to see a specialist. There 
scoms little doubt, however, that Lutfi Haflar did not appreciate the Prime 
Minister's intervention in the affairs of the Ministry of the Interior, and that 
recout administrative changes in the Jezireb and Euphrates districts were not to 
his liking. 

A commission has been formed to examine, and where necessary to revise, 
legislative decrees passed by all former Government 

‘There are several indications of Druze aspirations to the establishment of a 
King in Syria, in the person either of the Amir Abdulla or the Prince Regent 
of Traq. “On several occasions attempts have been made by various Atrash 

rvonalities, and by other Druze notables, to sound the political officer at 
Damascus as'to the extent to which Hin Majesty's Government would favour such 
4 turn of events. A report from a reasonably reliable source has also been 
received to the effect that Subhi al Omeri (a recently released internee) is 
‘canvassing persons known to by in opposition to the present rigime, with a view 
to motting up headquarters in the Leja Mountain region north of Soacida in 
which to rally adherents to the Monarchist faction, 

The President of the Republic, at an inspection of a newly built gendarmerie 
post, addressed the company of gendarimes on parade in a speech in which he 
reforred to them ns the precursors of the Syrian army, and called upon them to 
bo worthy upholders of Syria’s new-found independence. A new decree provides 
for increases in the Syrian security forces by 1,000 police and 2.500 gendarmes 

Ono of two anonymous tracts displayed on Damascus walls, put out by the 
“ Arab Youth and Labour party "* (so far unidentified) warns the Syrian Arabs 
‘against the snares and machinations of the British in Palestine. Syrian police 
muthorities are investigating, and in the meantime they suspect the Communist 
party of taking this action at the instigation of the French, 


4. Aleppo 
When the Ministers for Foreign Affairs and Finance were in Aleppo on 
Uheir way. to Riyadh they saw by arrangcment the Mudarres brothers and 
Fdmund Homi, but scarcely any of the Deputies or bloc supporters made any 
effort to moet them, This is thought to be due to rumours that these two 
Miniators are not working loyally with Saadullah Jabri, whose popularity in 
Aleppo is still considerable; and in fact the Mudarres brothers andl Hlomsi took 
care to send a speci message to Damascus assuring the Prime Minister that this 
vixit bad not affected their loyalty to him. The Ministers apparently tried to 
disaande Fak Barudi from accompanying them farther, bat Baru ie aaid to 
have protested that he had already started to grow a beard in honour of 
‘Th Saud, and that his tongue would be kept under control during the visit. 
Jamil Mardam is reported to have caused some difficulty about the Frontier 
Commission meeting reported in last week's summary. Claiming that Syria had 
been recognised de facto by Turkey, be requested the délégué to let the Mobafez 
ssign the praces-rerbal ax well as hinself, and told the Mohafez that he should 
insist. on signing as president of the commission, The Mobafez, however, had 
attended the mecting as a spectator, though it was held in his office, and French 
and Turkish enquiries by telephone from Damascus and Beirut produced 0 
confirmation of any sort of Turkish recognition of Syria. After this awkward 
interlude the Turks agreed that the unfortunate Mohafez should add his 
signature to the procés-cerbal, though that of the délégué should remain the 
ial one. 
‘The Turkish party loft on the 27th February, crossing to Turkey at 
‘Tel Abiad after a visit to the tomb of Suleiman Pasha. 
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The subscriptions collected for the Spitfire Fund are now sufficient for the 
wurchase of five aircraft. This excellent result reflects great credit on the 
fohafez, and it is possible that his initiative may be imitated in other towns. 


6 Jebel Druze. 

‘The area is quiet, but there ix widespread discontent over the inefficiency 
of the local administration. With few exceptions, officials are accused of 
incompetence, apathy and dishonesty; and of concerning themselves more with 
furthering theit own interosts by political intrigues than with eareying out their 
duties. The blame for this unsatisfactory state of affairs is generally laid on the 
Acting Mobafez, who, even by his own kinsmen, is severely criticised for his weak 
‘and yacillating policy. In his efforts to enlist support for his continuance in 
office he seems to have adopted a policy of conciliation in all disputes, and to 
have condoned peculation and abuses; with the result that he is despised by all. 
He is not, of course, ignorant of the lack of esteem with which he is regarded, 
and it was probably with a view to secking the support of the Syrian Govern- 
ment that he recently visited the President of the Republic and the Prime 
Minister in Damascus. 

‘The views of the Government on the matter are not known, but if, as at one 
time seemed likely, the Emir Hassan el-Atrash were to be appointed to the post 
Of Mohafez, it is'believed that such a step would be generally. welcom 
the Jebel 


. . . . . . 


8, Buphrates and Jexireh. ‘ 

‘A tour by the political officer has further revealed the need for improvement 
in the administration of thisarea, At Tel Abiad, on the frontier north of Ragas, 
there has teen no mudir for over a year. The work is done by the offic 
commanding gendarmerie. a man of low calibre. He has thirty-four gendarm 
for an area as large as Wales with 50 kilom. of frontier, no transport, no telephone 
and no authority. At Ras el-Ain much the same situation prevails. Tt can almost 
be said that there is no government in the northern areas of thix part of Syria, 
This is in marked contrast to the state of affairs on the Turkish aide (see under 
* rontier’” below)(') 

Liewtenant-Colonel Roux has left Deir e2-Zor to bo second-in-command of the 
coastal region. A new secondin-command, Licutenant-Colonel Rikart, has 
arrived. 


9. Tribal. 

There are strong indications that a state of tension is developing among the 
important trites in Northern Syria, ‘This is partly due to a state of uncertainty 
as to who is supposed to be looking after them and partly to certain specific 

ievances. The chief of these is the amount of power and prestige acquired, 
fergety through French support, by the Fedaan (Emir Mujhim Muhaid) and in 


rticular by the section under Nari Tha Mujhim, who live north of Euphrates 
Tithe Regge qudha. Their expansion, with ‘approval of the Bedouin contol, 
Ps, 


affected their southern and eastern neighbours, the Wulda and the Afadla, who 
ve a long standing dispute with the Redaan over n fertile wadi known ai the 
Fadyh, This state of affairs is not improved by the apparent incapacity of the 
Bedouin control officer in Ragga. A reported eximple of his methods is that when 
Nari Ibn Mujhim shot up a solitary tent, wounding the owner, and carried off 
400 sheep, the Bedouin control officer forced the man’s brother to go and live among 
Nari's tents to show that his sheep had not been taken away from him. The 
location of the Bedouin control officer in Ragga, instead of Deir ez-Zor alongside 
the Mohafez under whom he is now supposed to work, has displeased the Syrian 
‘authorities and the sheikhs other than the Fedaan. A neutral committee is being 
formed in Damascus to examine on the spot the various outstanding claims between 
the Fedaan and the Wulda. 
The Assyrian leaders who went to Damascus to ask for protection against 
neighbouring tribes (see Summary No. 98) have now returned, apparently satisfied 
with the assurances of the Prime Minister, and hopeful of better protection in the 
future, 


() Not printed, 
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11. The Lebanon. 

The Lebanese Government have still not been able to screw up their courage 
to bring before the Chamber the motion for the unseating of Emil Eddé They 
have been assured by Abdul Hamid Kerami, of whose attitude they professed to be 
doubtful, that he and at least the majority ‘of the North Lebanon Deputies would 
support the motion, and have similar promises of support from all other districts; 
but they still appear unconvinced that Eddé’s expulsion from the Chamber would 
not provoke an unmanageable reaction from the various groups throughout the 
country through which the French normally work 

Ih the field of administration the Government have achieved nothing concrete 
during the week, and criticisms of their apparent ineffectiveness are becoming 
more insistent. 

The Chamber met on the 6th March and, after some discussion, voted the 
necessary credits to the Government to enable it to continue the administration 
until the presentation of the budget, which is still far from complete 

‘The motion presented to the American Senate regarding the creation of 
Jewish nations home in Palestine has been widely discussed throughout the 
Lebanon, whore strong approval has been voiced of the Government's protest to 
the Ametican representative in Beirut nod to Washington. "The Christians of 

we Lebanon, whose minority status in the Arab world in some respects parallels 
that of the ows, might have been expected to show less hostility to them than the 
Moalenas, but this ix by no means the case, the Christians as a wrole being solidly 
‘at one with the Moslems on this question. y 

‘The recently-formed Consumers’ Association of Beirut is still pursuing its 
tlorts to rally the public in opposition to the exhorbitant cost of vines bat ie 
having little success, since it is generally recognised that itis not the shapheopers 
but the middlemen who. are profiteoring, and theso the Association cannot tonch 
‘The Minister of Supply's various schemes for reducing the cost of living have still 
ot materiale Bae 

ovornment appear to have decided that Camille Bey Shamoun shall be 

their diplomatic representative in London, and there is tall of his peeeeadinn eee 

aL a comparatively early date, his place in the Ministey being’ Alled by Hamid 
rangi 

M. Chabert, hitherto known ax Consoiller Législatif, is now to be known ax 
Conseillor Juridiquo de ta Delegation Générale, which indicates that dhe tren 
‘are no longer concerned with the promulgation of decrees 


12. Press and Propaganda. 
‘The protests made by all Arab countries against the proposal xubmitted to the 


American Senate concerning the creation of a Jewish national home Pe ine 
have been widely reported, and confidence ix expressed that the Am Day on 
will not, repudiate the principlon of the “Adantio Chatter, Mntata, at 
confidently stated, will not fail the Arabs, and will carry into effect the sofaticn 
be in the oheon White Paper. y 
. Comment on Anglo-Turkiah relations is restricted to foreign quotations, bu 
it in hinted thatthe tension i nots serial as it gin ont tobe 
Enemy Wireless Propaganda has taxde play with American interference in 
the Palestine question. Reference was also mise ts the ey neeterene 
Deeinions ene i the demonstrations taking 


CHAPTER VI.—GENERAL. 


OB 8741/41/65) No. 36. 


Connut-Generot Fuslonge to Sir B- Spears (Damaseus):—<Received as enclorure 
to Beirut despatch No. 5.}—(Recticed in Foreign Ojfce 8th February.) 
Sir, Beirut, 21st January, 1944. 

THE Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day gave me am account of 
the revent visit of the Lebanese Delegation to Egypt. He said that they had 
had three interviews with Nahas Pasha, and had also returned replies to 0 

luestionnaire he presented to them on the various subjects connected with the 

Arab Federation. At the Egyptians’ suggestion, both he and Riad es-Solh, as 
representing the Christian and Moslem Lebanon, had signed the document 
‘embodying these replies, 

2. They bad found, to their great satisfaction, thet tho Egyptian point of 
view towards Arab Fede fas exactly the same as what Selim facta described 
as the Lebanese. The Egyptians were determined not to be deawn into the orbit 
of a pan-Arab consortium of Asiatic States, probably under Iraqi leadership, but 
thoaght that Egypt should have towards these States something of the! sama 
attitude as the South American Republics had to the United States that is to 
fay, Faypt might partcpate i «star conference of Arab Stato (onthe line 
‘of the pan-American Conference) to exchange ideas on subjects of mutual intent, 
but would not form part of any Arab Federation or Confederation even if one 
eventually came about. ‘They found also that the Egyptians, unlike the Traqis 
and Syrians, were uninterested in the Palestine problem 

3. Riad es-Solh had had a brief conversation with King Farouk, in which 
he observed that tho King's views towards Arab Federation were even more 
moderate than those of Nahas Pasha, The whole delegation had commented on 
the obvious bitterness existing between King Farouk and Nahas; Hamanein Pasba, 
hhad oven attempted to describe Nahas as aypt le Eddé,”” apparently 
‘on the grounds that Nahax had taken office on the 4th ry, 1941, "under the 

ans of the British tanks." The Lebanese had had to point out to him the 
ifference betwe ‘two cases, 

4, On the return journey the delegation had scen Nuri Pasha ini hospital 
At Hilfe. ‘Thoy described hia deat onthe future of tho Aral States as vague 
and inchoate; he had, for example, expounded a scheme for the establishment of 
4 Greater Syria without frontiors, but had seemed taken aback when Selim Tacla 
faggeated that this meant that Jewish citizens of this Greater Syria, would 
Ghrioualy have the right Wo circalate or reaide fo any part of it Uey show, 

5. One reason for Egypt's attitude towards the question of Arab Federation 

haps prov ide action of the Turki Gorerament who, according 
uit their Consul-C ral in Beirut told Selim Tacla Yesterday, had informed 
the Eayptian Government that they would raise no objection to the formation 
Of an Arab Federation provided that it wns on a political basis, but would oppose 
any attempt to drag in the caliphate question or to give the federation a pan 
Islamic, as opposed to a pan-Arab, character. : 
1. "The above account lends colour to the theory rently expressed in sorhe 
juarters that, as regards their relations with other Arab States, Syria and the 
Lebanon were tending to go diferent ways, the former aligning themselves more 
with Traq and the latter with Egypt. Itt is clear in any case that the Lebanese 
sit to Cairo produced no tangible results. The Labanese clearly think that a 
eneral Conference of Arab States, which itis understood may be held in April, 
Pill be equally unfruitfal 
T have, &. 


G. W. FURLONGE, Colonel, 
Political Officer. 



































1 


(B 1110/20/88) No. 36. 
[Wire Star] 


Sir E Spears to Mr. Eden—(Received \7th February.) 
(No, 10.) 
Sir, Beirut, 8th February, 1944. 

WITH reference to Eastern Department's note of the 30th November, 1943, I 
have the honour to transmit to you herewith # memorandum on the frontiers of the 
Lebanon which has been compiled by Colonel G. W. Furlonge. 

2 The delay in furnishing this report is regretted; it is due partly to great 
pressure of work and partly to the difficulty of obtaining reliable information. It 
1s noteworthy that, in the course of his enquiries, Colonel Furlonge discovered 
that most Lebanese had no definite ideas as to the historical or political implica- 
tions of the question, and were indeed by no means clear as to what was meant by 
“the four eazas"* to which such frequent reference is made. , 

T have, &e 
FE. L. SPEARS. 


Enclosure in No, 36, 
The Boundaries of the Lebanon 


‘THE, prosent frontiers of the Lebanon were originally defined by article 2 of 
Arraté No, 318, issued on the 31st August, 1920, by General Gonrand, at that time 
French High Commissioner ia Syria and Cilicia, Copies of the text of this 
Arrété, and of Arrété No, 200 of the Srd August, 1920, which is referred lo in its 
article 1, are attached. ‘The definitions given in its article 2 were adopted word 
for word in the amended text of article 1 of the Lebanese Constitution, which was 
promulgated by the Constitutional Law of the 7th December, 1043, 

2. "The effect of General Gouraud’s arrété was to incorporate in the Greater 
Lebanon one complete sanjak (Beirut) and parts of two others (Tripoli and Sidon), 
all taken from the former silayet of Beirut; together with four enzas (Baalbek: 
Bekan, Rashaya and Tasheya taken from the rilayet of Syria, The fist of these. 
Baalhek, was by Arrité No, 060 of tho 27th July, 1921, divided into the present 
enzas of Baalbek and Hermel, the latter region, formerly a mudiriyyeh, being 
elevated to the status of a kaimakamat (ive, casa). ‘The casa of Bekaa, or Bekaa 
Moallaka, ix now part of the present eaza of Zahlé, ax the town and immediate 
‘environs of Zablé, which formed part of the pre-1914 "' Little Lebanon,"” have been 
added to the former casa of Bekaa to form the present eaza, ‘The former easa of 
Hasbeys, to which was added by Arrété No, 836 of the Ist September, 1920, the 
trea of Merdjeyoun, now forms part of the euea of Merdjeyoun {province of South 
Lebanon) 

3. The “four casas,” which are referred to by Syrians when putting 
forward claims for the “return of the four eazas” to Syria are, therefore, the 
present cazas of Hermel, Baalbek and Rashaya, the caza of Zahlé less the town 
and immediate neighbourhood of Zahlé, and that part of the present casa of 
Metdjeyoun which constituted the former casa of Hasheya. Some Syrians also 
claim the eazas of Tripoli and Akkar, chiefly on the grounds of promises alleged 
to have been made at the time of the Peace Conference, to the effect that Syrin 
should have Tripoli as a port. 

4. On the attached map, the former antonomous province of the Lebanon 
has been shaded in red, the rilayet of Beirut in blue, and the portion of the 
rilayet of Syria added to the Greater Lebanon in 1920 in brown. . The boundaries 
cannot be traced with absolute accuracy on the only map available, Refereuoe is 

ted to the map opposite to page 19 of the 1987 Peel Report on Palestine 
(Cal, 6479), which abows roughly the pre-1O14 Turkish admintotraive divisions 
of the country. 5 

5, Syrians have always claimed that the prosnt frontirs of the Lebanon 
have no historical justification, and that the French authorities, when defining 
them in 1020, were moved purely by political and strategic’ considerations 
Certain Lebanese Christians have, however, contended that the French in s0 doi 
were merely restoring to the Lebanon the territories traditioually belonging to it 

Examination of these conflicting claims is diffcalt in view of the paucity 

I records. The following appreciation is based partly on the documents 

ilable here, but chiefly on the researches of Dr. Assid Rustum, the eminent 
historian of the American University, Beirut. 
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7. Tt will be sufficient for present parposes to consider the position as from 
1516 Ax, the date of the Ottoman oceupation. From that time until 1841 the 
impression to be gathered from existing records is that the Lebanon massif, 
extending from just south of Tripoli to just north of Sidon, and including the 
town and immediate environs of Zahlé but exeluding the town of Beirut, 
constituted a recognised geographical entity commonly referred to as "the 
Mountain,” which was populated almost entirely by Druzes and Christians 
(chiefly Maronites, with some Greek Orthodox). Over this Mountain a series of 
hereditary Amirs held uncontested feadal sway. by special dispensation from the 
Porte. ‘Their suzerainty had, however, no juridical basis other than tradition 
‘and personal privilege, and during the period under review the Mountain was not 
regarded by the Porte as having anyseparateadministrative existence, its northern 
Portion being considered as forming part of the Pashalik of Tripoli, and ite 
southern portion part of the Pashalik of Sidon: the present Bekaa casts, 

cluding Zahlé and its neighbourhood, in general depended from the Pasha of 
The Amirs may thus be considered to have held their powers by 

delegation from the Pashas of Tripoli and Sidon; under the terms of the special 
privileges accorded to them by the Porte, the office of Amir of Mount Lebanon was 
Tesorved to a particular family (from 1516 to 1710 the Maanids and from 1710 
til 1341 wehabs), but the ruling Amir conld always be deposed by the 
Pashas providing that another member of the family was put in his place. An 
‘exception to the general rule was provided by the Maanid Amir Fakhr-ud-Din 1 
(2610 wo 1635), who by dint of personal prestige avcweeded in extending his sway 
well beyond the boundaries of the Mountain, and in fact ruled much of Syria and 
Palestine; but after his defeat in battle and subsequent death the authority of his 
Successors appears again to have receded to within the boundaries of the Mountain. 
$,_ In 1789 the Shohab Amir Bashir II acceded to power, and, like Fakbr-ud- 

Din before hit, succeeded in extending his rule, until it covered mout of the area, 
of the preseot Lebanon. In 1841, as a result of his support of Ibrahim Pasha, the 
British authorities deposed and deported him, His cousin Bashir Kassom 
(Bashir TIT), who meceeded him, was soon afterwards deposed by the Turks and 
Teplaced by one of their generals, Omar Pasha. Tho line of hereditary Amira 
thus came oan end, but as against this the Mountain (shorn of the Amir Bashit's 
‘accretions) was first recognised as an administrative entity, Tt wax xubsoquently 
divided into two kaimakamats, which in 1846 were endowed with consultative 
councils. Tn 1861, after the massacres of Christians by Druzos in 1860 had 
Provoked European intervention, the international Statute which governed the 
administration of the Lebanon until 1914 was signed between Turkey, France, 
‘reat Britain, Austria, Russia and Prussia, The boundaries of the territory to 


which the St applied were not geographically defined in it, but its article 3 


«trative divisions which show clearly that the ‘* Mountain *” 
referred to in it corresponded, at least very closaly, to the historical conception 
referred to above. Tt is this area which, shaded in red on the accompanying 
‘map, formed the “Little Lebanon " existing in 1914. 

‘9, It seems thus clear that Lebanese claims to the territories now comprised 
within the Lebanon but which Jie outside the boundaries of the Mountain 
are based on nothing more substantial than the almost accidental fact that the 
lant effective hereditary Amir, Bashir IT, had succeeded in bringing these 
territories under his muzerainty, contrary to the precedent of the previous three 
‘centuries. 

10, The conflict regarding the boundaries of the Lebanon being largely 
based on confessional grounds, it is of some interest to examine the distribution 
of the various religions communities in the present Lebanon. The following 
table, based on the figures of the 1932 census, shows roughly this distribution, 
small minorities being ignored -— 

Population (in thousands), 
Chriatinnn Mosleme 
‘Greek Greek 
District Maroniton Orthodox. Cathotice Sunnia Shins. —_Drures, 
Mount Lebanon... 120 17 uM 4 18 42 
58 31 oa a a 
4 16 10 iz 4 42 
‘South Lebanon 19 3 2 W 2 
Beirut cage id ig 43 sx ie 


It will be observed that the present province of Mount Lebanon, which roughly 
corresponds with the “* Mountain’ or “‘ Little Lebanon’ (Zahlé excluded), 
contains an overwhelming preponderance of Maronites and Druzes. ‘The Beka 
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contains @ substantial majority of Moslems, and most of the 16,000 Maronites 
shown amongst its population are, in fact, concentrated in. the neighbourhood 
of Zablé, which, as stated above, formed part of the Mountain. North Lehanon 
ig divided between Sunni Moslems, Maronites, and Greek Orthodox, the 
Moslems being mostly in the town of Tripoli, the Greek Orthodox in the area 
between Tripoli and the northern frontier of the Lebanon, and the Maronites 
in the area between ‘Tripoli and the northern boundary of Mount Lebanon. 
South Lebanon is overwhelmingly Shia, and the municipal area of Beirat has 
a large Moslem elem 

Tl. Tt would thus be possible to draw new frontiers of the Lebanon, so 
as to reiluce it to within approximately the limits of the Mountain, and so as to 
contain the vast majority of the Maronites and exclude the greater proportion 
of the Moslems: the important exceptions would be (a) the Moslems’ of Bei 
(om the assumption that the town of Beirut could not nowadays be left outside 
the frontiers of the Lebanon), (b) the Greek Orthodox of North Lebanon, and 
(©) the Greek Catholies of the Bekan and South Lebanon, 


Areété No, 318 délimitant U Etat du Grand-Liban. 


LE Général Gouraud, Haut-Commissaire de la République Prangaise en 
Syrie et Cilicie, Commandant en Chef de l'Arinée duu Levant, 

Vu le déorot prisidentiol da 8 octobre 1919; 

Attendu que la France en venant en Syrie n'a poursnivi d’autee but que celui 
de permettre aux populations de la Syrio ct du Liban do réaliser leurs aspirations 
lea plus légitimes de liberté et d'autonomie; 

Considérant qu'il importo, pour ce faire, de restitucr au Liban ses frontidres 
naturelles talles qu'elles ont 666 Uélinies par sox rprésentants et réclamées par les 
vex unanimes de ses population 

Quo le-Grand-Liban ainsi fixé dane ws limites naturelles pourra poursuivre, 
on tant qu’Rtat indépendant, au mieux de ses intéréte politiques et éonomiques, 
veo l'aide do la Franco le programme qu'il s'est tracé; 

Pour ces motifs 


Arrite 


Article 1", Ll est formé sous te nom d’Rtat du Grand-Libaw un territoire 
‘comprenant : 


(J) La circomcrption administrative di Liban actael 


(2) Les cazns de Baalbek, Bekas, Rachaya, Hasbaya, ainsi qu 
ordonné par l"Arrété No. 290 du 3 aot 1920. 
(8) Les parties du territoire du Vilayet de Beyrouth ci-dessous indiquées 


(a) Le Sandjak de Sasda, moins la partie de ce sandjak attribuée & la 
Palestine par les accords internationanx. 

(0) Le Sandjak de Beyrouth. 

{@) Las partie du Sandjak de Tripoli comprenant le caza de Akkar 
lans s4 partie située au sud du Nahrel-Kébir, le caza de 
Tripoli (avec les mudiriehs de Dennich et de Minich) et In 
partie du caza de Hosn-el-Akkrad située an sud de la limite 
nord du Grand-Liban définie a Vartiole 2 da préeent arrété 


Art, 2. Les limites de I"Etat du Grand-Liban sont fixées ainsi qu’il suit, 
sans préjuger des modifications de détail des frontitres qu'il importera de 
déterminer ultérieurement 


Au nord, de lembouchure duu Nahr-el-Kébir tune ligne suivant le cours de ce 
Aleuve, jusqu’a son point de jonction avec son afluent le Ouade Khalid, A hanteur 
de Djisr-el-Kamar. 

«aii Vests In ligne de faite séparant les vallées dix Ouade Khalid ot de VOronte 
(Nahr-l-Assi) et passant par les villages de. Mesraat-Harbaana-Hait-Ebbidj- 

‘aissen ; A hauteur des villages de Brifa et de Matrebeh; cette ligne suit Ia limite, 
nord du caza de Baalbek, en ditection nord-onest-sud-est, puis les limites est dua 
caza de Baalbek, Bekaa, Rachaya, Hasbaya. 
____ Aut aud, la frontitre palestinienne telle qu'elle sera déterminée par les accords 
internationaux. 

A Vouest, ia Méditerranée. 
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Art. 3. Les dispositions du présent arrété entreront en vigueur & la dato 
du 1 sep 1920, 
Art 4 Le Seorétaire général, le Chef du Contréle administratif sont 
chargés, chacun en ce qui le concerne, de Nexécution du présent arrété 
Lo Haut-Commissaire 
GOURAUD. 
Beyrouth, le 31 aoiit 


Arrité No, 299, 


LE Général Gouraud, Haut-Commissaire de Ia République Frangaise en 
syrie et Cilicie, 

Vu le décrot présidentiel du 8 octobre 1919 

Considérant qu'il y a lieu de donner satisfaction aux yorux des populations 

nent exprimés en rattachant Jes cazas de Hasbaya, Rachaya, Baalbek et 

liaka au territoire autonome du Liban pour pourvoir & lear organisation 
administrative et en vue de la constitution future du Grand-Liban; 


Sur la proposition da Délégué administratif de la Zone onest 


Arrite 

Article 1". Les cazas de Hasbaya, Rachaya, Moallaka et Baalbek sont 
attachés en ce qui concerne leur statut administratif au territoire autonome 
du Liban, 

{rt. 2 Liadministrateur du Litan prendra toutes les dispositions utiles 
pour rattacher”admi ivement les cazas susmentionnés & I'Administration 

ra d'urgence au Délégué administratif toutes 
nt an point di le ‘organisation administrative, financiore 
les cazas rattachés, quan point de yuo des postes & pourvoir, pour 
assurer la boune marche immédiate des services locaux. 

Art, 3, Le Seorétaire général, les Conseillers financier et judicinire, Jo 
Délégué administratif de la Zone ovest sont chargé, chacun en ce quli le concerne, 
de Vexéoution du peésent arrété 

Le Haut-Commissaire de la République 
Frangaise 


GOURAUD. 
Zahlé, le 3 aot 1920, 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTI 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


APRIL TO JUNE 1944, 


CHAPTER I.-AFGHANISTAN. 


(B 3052/7/97) 


Mr, Squire fo Mr, Eien.—(Recetted 10th May.) 
(No. 36.) 
Sir, Kabul, 5th May, 1944. 

IN paragraphs 1-7 of my despatch No. 06.of the 11th November, 1943, 1 
endeavoured to give rome outline of the political developments in Afghanistan 
during the earlier part of that year. I propose now to describe brielly those that 
have taken place since that despateh was written, 

2. For the greater part of this period the country has been peaceful and 
the position of the Government has remained satisfactory. Tho Prime Minister 
hax to a groat extent recovered froin his illness of November last and. js bck 
‘at work again, but he seems to have surrendered the detailed work which formerly 
he retained in his own hands to hin nephew and deputy, Sardar Mohammad Naim 
Khan, There have been no outward signs of any rift in the family, which has 
apparently drawn eloser together as a result-of trouble which has recently arisen 
in the Southern Province, This wax caused partly by the Government's 
determination to pat a check on the stnugeling that has been wuch a permanent 
feature of conditions in that province for so Jong, and partly hy: the tactiess 
handling of the situation, especially in regard to road building in tribal areas 
‘and to conscription, by FM. Faiz Mubammad Khan, the Governor of Khost 
In an attempt to intercept a party of smugglers a minor official lost his life, and 
in order to reassert their authority the Afghan Government moved troops into 
the area. ‘The move was purely precautionary, but. their presence seems to have 
aggravated the situation and Mazrak, a Zadian tribal leader, has now taken to 
the hills. ‘There has been a clash with the Government troops in which Mazrak’s 
party suflered a set-back. But thongh the Government. intentions are moderate 
and their position is apparently strong, the situation is still uncertain and the 

ibility of serious developments cannot be ignored. The situation in the 
Eastern Province has not been very satisfactory, and the Government has main- 
tained outward tranquillity only by giving way on the subject of recruitment. 
‘There has also been minor trouble on the Baluchistan border where certain sections 
of the Hudinzai tribe under Daru Khan have attempted to interfere with rond 
construction on the British side of the frontier. ‘The Afghan Government at 
bne time showed at anusual readiness to co-operate in attempting to arrive at 
‘8 satisfactory settlement, and sent special representatives to Chaman to discuss 
the case with the British Frontier Authorities, Unfortanately this experiment 
in co-operation seems to have proved abortive as the Afghan Government. were 
in the end unwilling to consider any compromise which implied. an admission 
that Daru Khan was in any way in the wrong. The case is therefore still 
unsettled. 
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3. Until the trouble, in the Southern Province, the Government's chief 
preoccupation had been with the economic situation. Recent sales of karakul 
to the United States and of wool to Soviet Russia have added to their reserves 
of foreign exchange, and though no reliable information is available as to the 
total of their foreign holdings, it is well known that they are considerable. I 
recently learnt that when the Germans oceupied Luxemburg they were surprised 
to find that the Afghan Government had in that country a credit of no less than 
18 million Belgian francs. The transfer of this sum to a Swiss bank was 
permitted. ‘The Afghans have also large dollar holdings in the United States, 
ut they do not seem to be satisfied with these, and it is reported that they have 
recently bean attempting to convert them into gold. In this they have probably 
been intluenced partly by German propaganda to the effect that the war, especially 
with Japan, will be ruinous to American credit, and partly by the example set 
in India where, as a result of the Japanese threat of invasion, endeavours have 
apparently been made to exchange bank credits into some more tangible form 
of security, 

4. Th their internal finances the considerable drop in the Customs receipts 
which used to bring them in nearly £2 million sterling a year has caused the 

Government xome anxiety. ‘To make good the deficiency, a new Income Tax Law 
haw recently been introduced which, although it is only being applied to 
commercial concerns, is estimated to bring in ae much as £2 million in the current 
year, though it is most unlikely that it will yield more than half that amount, 
A further measure of importance has been the introduction of anti-profiteering 

which are being rigorously enforced. The real reason for their 

is not clear, Government supporters claim that the measure is 
what it appears to he and has been designed to stabilise the economic position 
of the country generally and specially to assist the poorer classes. Its critics 
maintain that it fs nothing bat a bid for popularity by the Government and 
‘attempt to strengthen theit position in the country. “They affirm that there is 
iio intention of applying the law except against a few petty traders. and that 
the big concerns in which the Government are themaolves interested will in no way 
be affected. 

5. The successful conclusion through the mediam of the United Kingdom 
‘Commercial Corporation of the negotiations for the sale of 10,000 tons of Afghan 
wool to Rusia in January wax warmly welcomed alike by the Afghan Govern- 
ment and the Russian commercial representatives in Kabul and has encouraged 
the Afghans to further approaches to the Soviet in trade matters, | Hopes of 
improving trade relations have apparently been encouraged by M. Bakoulis, the 
new Soviet Ambasador, ‘The principal Afghan requirements are said. to. be 
petrol, coment, sugar and textiles. M. Bakoalin ix reported to havo said that 
the supply of the first two items wis out of the question at the preseat time, but 
to have been more hopeful about the latter two, It is also believed that 
M. Bakoulin’s attitude to the subject of difficulties on the River Oxus has been 
more sympathetic than that of his unpopular predecessor, M. Mikhailov, Ax a 
rewnlt Afghani anxieties on the score of Soviet Russian policy appear to: have been 
slightly mitigated, and they permit themselves an anxious hope that a better 
future for their countey may after all be in store. 

6. Afghanistan, however, still looks mainly for help to America and Great 
Britain, General Hurley's visit in January greatly flattered: the Government. 
and the fact that the butk of 1 ted supplies of necessity comes from the 
United States i¢ a further fa ining them to look to that country. for 
support: Encouraged hy the formicr American Military Attaché, they have 
undoubtedly been turning their attention to the possibility of obtaining military 
equipment, including aircraft, from the United States and of sending Afghan 
officers for training to America, Tt is rumoured that they are even contemplating 
the replacement of the present Turkish Military Mission by one from the United 
States in aboot three years’ time when the contracts of the Turkish officers now 
in the country will have expired. But no decision on the subject is immediately 
probable. ‘The Afghans are also looking to America to supply the engineers 
needed to carry out the many irrigation and other works of construction that are 
necessary if the county i to make any real progress in the immediate post-war 
period. 

7. Tn both these spheres of activity His Majesty's Government and the 
Government of India are really better qualified than America to help, both because 
of their greater stake in the country's stability and by reasow of theit more 
intimate knowledge of Afichan conditions, so similar in many ways to those of 
India. Fear of Russia's reactions and unwillingness to trust the country entirely 


to British guidance are no doubt the principal reasons which cause the Afghan 
Government to look elsewhere. ‘The old suspicions with which the Government 
$f India have traditionally teen regarded can only be eradicated very slowly 
‘There have, however, recently been many welcome signs of greater confidence and 
goodwill than have been evinced in the past, and it is by no means to America 
alone that the Government have been looking for help. Requests have recently 
been made to the Government of India for assistance in training officers in survey 
work, and enquiries are on foot for advanced air training for certain Afghan 
pilot. ‘There has also been a suggestion that an Afghan military mission should 
invited to India principally with the object of viewing and purchasing military 
‘equipment needed for the army. Attempts to discriminate against Indian traders 
have been dropped. The old British cemetery which has long Iain neglected for 
Jack of water has now been granted a regular supply by order of the Prime 
Minister. A Swiss surveying instrument which the Government of India recently 
expressed a desire to hire or purchase has been readily offered on loan. A number 
of deserters from India who, in spite of protests, had been held for several months 
in Afghan jails, have recently been released and there is a definite advance in 
the matter of the treatment of Indian prisoners in Afghan jails. Tt is true that 
the right of our consular ofcers to interview such prisoners bas not yet been 
accorded, but orders have been given that the British legation or consulates should 
bo immediately informed when British subjects are imprisoned. 
8. An even more significant proof of growing confidence has been the recent 
request for three English professors for the Ghazi College. The Afghan Govern- 
Sent are taking a great interest in education and are encouraging the learning 
Of English. ‘They are interested in Basie English, and 1 am hopeful that they 
May try the experiment of introducing this generally into their school curriculum, 
Afghanistan, with its limited contacts with the outside world, would be an ideal 
field for such an experiment, and there ecems to be a good chance that it may be 
iven a trial. ‘The Afghan Government are also endeavouring to obtain copies of 
English Histories of Afghanistan, it is hoped with the idea of rewriting their 
‘own history on more reasonable lines. Iam endeavouring to stimulate interest 
in cultural relations by arranging a visit from a British Council representative 
in the near future and also by encouraging direct correspondence between the 
Royal Asiatic Soviety of Bengal and the Kabul Literary Academy, Cultural 
Felations through the medium of propaganda are a more difficult subject. The 
Afghans are very suspicious of aida in all ite forms, and, though’ Indin 
how produces literature well suited to Afghan tastes, far hetter in fact than 
faything produced in the country, and very_populnr with the few persons who 
Aare able to receive it, there is still no relaxation of the attitude officially adopted 
townrds it, This is partly due to the opposition aroused by the over-enthusiasm 
Which marked our early lforts in this direction and partly to the Tear of having 
to afford similar opportunities for Russian propaganda from the north. Tt must 
ot be forgotten that too open co-operation with the British Government may 
Well arouse the hostility of the Pathan tribes on whose support the stability of 
the Government still #0 largely depends. And indeed anti-Government propa- 
ganda in the Southern Province is already taking this theme as an inducement 
to the tribes to take up arms against the so-called puppets of the British 
Government. 
9. Axis intrigues may also find the charge of such co-operation a useful 
Weapon, The German Legation in Kabul is, however, comparatively inactive. 

wuss, the commercial attaché, who was forme) wed in secret intrigues, 
has heen withdrawn, and the Germans have, it is believed, surrendered their 
interests in this part of the world to the Japanese: but the lntter are undoubtedly 
very active, and: though wa have as yet little definite prof that they are doing 
more than establishing intelligence organisations and channels of conimunication 
With and through India, there is increasing evidence that they are meddling in 
frontier affairs, and it’ would be only prudent to assume that, ax with the 
Germans and Italians in 1941-42, they are not averse to stirring up trouble for 
ts whereve: and whenever they may find a suitable opportunity to do so. The 
Afghan Government are undoubtedly alive to this possibility and keep a close 
but not altogether efficient watch on Japanese activities; but the Japanese are a 
Glever people, and it is certain that their legation in Kabul is up to no good. 
The Italian Legation ig in process of being closed. Signor Ansilotti, the 
STG, has recently left for Italy, and the Minister ig due to lee this week: 
for Moscow. The Afghans made no secret of their satisfaction at his departure, 


ye are in fact rumours that they would like similarly to reduce the strength 


of the Japanese Legation or even close it altogether. 
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10. In general the attitude of the Afghan Government bas been 
reasingly friendly. ‘The approaching Allied victory makes them less cautious 
about showing on which side their sympathies lie; they are grateful for the 
assistance which, in spite of theit own difficulties, His Majesty’s Government 
and the Government of India have so consistently afforded in supplying the 
country’s most primary needs; and they look forward to a continuance of that 
assistance which in the period immediately following the end of the war will be 
more than ever vital to them in the political as weil as in the economic sphere. 
11. Lam sending copies of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India, 
to the Government of India, to the North-West Frontier Province Government, to 
the Baluchistan Administration and to His Majesty’s Consuls at Jalalabad and 


Kandabar, 
I have, &e. 
G. F. SQUIRE. 





CHAPTER 1.—IRAQ. 


(B 2113/87/93) 


Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden.—(Receiced 6th April.) 

(No: 124) 

Sir, Bagdad, 2rd March, 1944 
THE following are the chief events that have ooourred in this countey since 

the issue of my despatch No. 20 of the 18th January :— 


2. ‘The inauspicious signs which attended 
formed on the 26th December, were not belied and its members soon bec 
involved in difficulties with the Regent, ‘The Ministers wished Parl 
prorogued for two mouths to give them time to prepare the Bod 

fezent was asked to sign the necessary Iradah, Hearing of this de 

toine of the Deputies went to His Royal Highness and represenited to hi 

Cabinet's request was only a manc-uvre to escape from the criticism of Parli 

‘4nd that an adjournment would be inconvenient. as the Deputies would th 

be obliged to come back to Bagdad at a time when it was important, f 

Of the to be looking after the harvest, The Regent, who, from the bey 

bas disliked the Cabinet, was persuaded by their arguments and refused to 
Porogne Parliament. He did not however, discuss bis remo with the Acting 
Prime Minister, Taufiq Suwaidi, but merely sent a telephone message through 
the Chief of the Royal Diwan. ‘This action upset Taufiq Suwaidi and some of 
his colleagues and they began to talk of being unable to remain in office unless 
they had the Regent's support. ‘They said that it wan not fair of the Regent to 
‘ppvint them Ministers and then to encourage their critics by openly ahowing it 
disfavour. On the 15th January, before leaving Bagdad for Basra, T had an 
audience with the Amir and discussed the sitvation with him, Yis Royal 
Highness told mo that,he was not satinfied with the Cabinet, though ho did not 
Want an immediate crisis. T warned him that the Ministers were not likely to 
foatinue to remain jn alice on uffennee and that unless be stepped carefully he 
would provoke a crisis whether he wanted it or not, T also emphanised ho 

tly the country needed a stable administration so that the Ministers might 

have time to give continuity to the work of their departments. 1 advised him 
that he should explain to Taufiq Suwaidi his reasons for not wishing to adjourn 
Parliament and to let it be known that he had not been influenced by lack of 
confidence in his Ministers. 

3. His Royal Highness professed agreement with, but did not act upon, 
my advice. Contrary to the Cabinet's wishes, the President of tho Chamber 
called 4 meeting for the 22nd January and included on the agenda a new and 
amended Tradah appointing Taufiq Suwaidi Deputy Prime Minister. The latter 
(who had been left in charge when the Prime Minister went off for yet another 
care in Palestine on the 10th January) was indignant and talked rathor hoatedly 
Of immediate resignation. Mr. Edmonds, the adviser to the Ministey of the 
Interior, persuaded. him, however, that the proper course for the Government 
was to fice their critics regardless of the attitude of the Palace and he and hi 
colleagues thereupon took courage and prepared for battlo in the Charober. When 
the time came Taufiq Sowaidi made an excellent fighting speech, but his plan 
for the closure to be moved iminediately afterward was upet by tho President, 
Who abruptly adjourned the debate to the next meeting, In the meanwhile, the 
Government's opponents in the Senate had made plans to move.» resolution for 
the question of the constitutional legality of the appointment of a Deputy 
Prime Minister to be referred to the High Court under Article 83 of the Organic 
Taw. When news of this development reached the Cabinet, they decd to 
Anticipate it and to put an end to further discussion hy themselves referring the 
Problem to the High Court. This was done at the sitting held on the 24th January. 
A month later the members of the court were, in accordance with the Organic 
Law, elected by the Senate. Of the four Sentators chosen, three are generally 
talieved to hold the view that the appointinent of a Deputy Prime Minister 
is unconstitutional; the opinions of the four judges are not known. At this 

ge Tanfiq Suwaidi tendered his resignation in order that the High Court might 
be Free to take a decision without regard to the personal feelings of the incumbent 
Of the challenged appointment. 
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4. Meanwhile, Nuri Said had returned on the 7th February from Palestine. 
A fow days later he discussed the Cabinet's position with the Regent, and enquired 
whether His Royal Highness wished him to reform the Cabinet or whether he 
would prefer a new Prime Minister. On this point, the Regent has not yet really 
made up his mind. He has objections to every name that is put forward, but 
can sugi table alternatives himself. Afthough the Cabinet contains Some 
men of ability and is therefore, by Traqi standards, fairly efficient, the Regent, 
not without reason, suspects: the honesty and loyalty of three of its principal 
remaining members, Umar Nadhmi, Ali Momtaz and Sadiq al Bassam. Moreover, 
the-immediate and widespread anpopularity of the Cabinet, which has been notice 
able since it first came into office, is in the main a reaction against the inclusion 
of these three "* guilty men” who, as members of the last Cabinet of Taba-al- 
Hashim, are held to be partly responsible fo the events which led up to Rashid 
Als tremon in 1041; The Regents dificulty is to find an alternative team 
Ibrahim Kamal, the obvious candidate for the premicrship, would want at least 
two of the politicians named above to whom the Regent has such stroug objection, 
while the Lord Mayor of Bagdad, the only other aspirant who has been seriously 
considered, is too temperamental and hot-headed to be successful. His Royal 
THighness's policy for the present is to give them a further period of trial and to 
jiilge thelr oval and capacity by the manner in which they carry out the 
businoss which he himself considers should be urgently undertaken. How long 
the Ministers will be willing to continue in office on such terms is not yet 
but wveral of then have shown signs of wishing to resign rather than’ continue 
to, work under threat of dismissal, 

5. On his return from Piloting the Prime Minister spoke to me 
appreciatively of the kindness shown to him by a number of pon-political Jews 
and told me also that he had hada not unfriendly talk with Mr. Shertok, - His 
Excellency was féted at both Beirut and Damaseus. With the Syrian Goverument 
ho claimed to have reached agreement in principle for the establishment of a close 
understanding between Syria and Iraq to include a common policy for defence 
and foreign affairs, whatever tho other Arab States might agree to do. Tt was, 
he stated, also agreed that Nahas Pash should be asked to form in March a small 
‘committee consisting of one oF two representatives from each of the Arab Stator 
with which he had been in contact to draw up an agenda for the main conference 

it was propowed should be held in Cairo in April or May. The conference 
would be attended only by official representatives and would decide on the form 
of federation to be adopted and the extent to which each country would conform. 
Reports received from independent sources indicate that Nuri’s understandiny 

‘Shukri Quwalli may be aeither sa firm nor so positive ns he Fepresented ad 
it appears that the Syrian Government are in fact unlikely to take any step of 
this kind without first being axwired that it has the approval of the other Arab 
countries, particulnrly Egypt and Saudi Arabia, Rarly in February the Traqi 
Government promoted thelr Chargé d’Affaires in S: Lebanon to the 
fank of Minister Plenipotentiary. A small official Syrian delegation beaded by 
Jamil Bey Mariam arrived in Bagdad on the 19h March on, their return journe 
from Riyadh, where they visited King Abdul Aziz al Sand to discuss Arab 

Jamil Bey told me that he was pleased and satisfied with the resuita of 
it but gave me no details of the results achieved. He and his party were 
cotilinily entertained by the Iraqi Government during their short stay in the Traqi 
capital and were honoured with appropriate decorations by the Regent. They left 
for Syria on the 20th March, travelling by railway via Mosul, J 
tho Pact Na, the mide of February the Prime Minister revived news trom 
o 
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Speaker of the House of Representatives at’ Washington, which was signed by the 
residents of both Houses of the Iraqi Parliament. ‘This later message was 
couched in more emphatic terms, contained exaggerated statements about the 
implications of the Wagner resolution and declared that its adoption would be 
tantamount to a request by Congress for an American declaration of wat on the 
Arahs of Palestine. The Prime Minister explained to me that this further 
protest had been prepared after the receipt from the United States Minister of 
the full text of the Wagner resolution, the terms of which bad cansed the 
Presidents of the Senate and Chamber to feel that their earlier representations 
iad not been phrased with sufficient emphaxix, All these cables were shown to 
the Saudi Arabian Minister, who no doubt kept his King informed of 
despatch. The texts were not, however, given to the Iragi press, but on the 
Ist March, after the Egyptian Government had made public the fact that they 
had protested to the United States Government, the Iraqi Press Directorate pat 
oat 2 communiqué informing the public of the action taken by the Presidents of 
the Iraqi Senate and Chamber. Afterwards the Arabic press took up the theme 
and each newspaper contributed to the chorus of pain and indignation that 
‘ensued. On the whole, these articles were restrained in their language, and their 
note was a call to the Governments of Great Britain and the United States 
speedily to make official pronouncements on their policy towards Palestine which 
would put an end finally to the present state of nervous tension and uncertainty 
Which had for so long been « nienace to the tranquillity of the Middle East, ‘The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs called on me on the 6th March to speak. about 
Feld-Marshal Smuts's message to the Zionist, Federation of Great Britain and 
Treland. This message, he told me, hind been kept out of the Iraqi press, 
had been published in Egypt and a protest had been made by the Arab U: 
Club in Cairo. It was therefore bound to become known in Trag. He explained 
that such a message from an honoured figure like Field-Marahal Sinuts was bound 
to be very disturbing to the Arabs, and eapocially to the Lraqis, who were at all 
times setisitive to news concerning Palestine. 

7. Mulla Mustafa, the insurgent Barzani chieftain, camo in to Mergasur 
on the 8th January to meet Majid Mustafa, tho Minister without Portfolio 
Charged with the improvement of the administration in the northern tiwas, On 
the 14th January Majid Mustafa arrived in Bagdad to report to the Cabinet. 
Me made the following proposals — 


(a) That Malla Mustafa should be allowed to live in a village to be deter: 
‘mined by the Government, ontside the Barzan tribal area 

(0) That bis brother, Sheikh Ahmad, and the other Barzani, chieftains and 
their families and followers, who had been sent to live in Hilla, should 
be permitted to return to their homes, 

(c) That chosen Kurdish officers of the Traqi army, should be appointed to 
‘carry out special dutics aa," liaison olficers” under Majid Mustafa 
‘and to continue the work of pacification in the disturbed area, 

(4) That grain should be sent up to the Barzan and neighbouring arcas and 
‘that relief works should be organised on the roads. 

(e) That the Iraqi army detachments should be withdrawn from Mergasur, 
‘bat that certain police posts should be re-established, 


Before the end of the month the Government had accepted. all. these proposals, 


‘and carly in February Majid Mustafa went off again northwards to give effect 
ttn Th the meuzwhie, Sheikh Abad and his party (eighty-six persons in 
all) returned to their homes, A fortnight later Mulla Mustafa arrived in 
Bagdad to make formal submission to the Regent, With him came a dozen or 
more chieftains of tribes who are neighbours of the Barzanis. They were sent 
“id Mustafa apparently with the idea of giving Mulla Mustafa 

js object was no doubt achieved, but the effect of their coming was, 

in other ways, not altogether happy. Their presence in) Bagdad naturally 
‘deal of attention and coment and provided ammunition for 

aerated dt fhe Government, which, as Thave related above, was used with eflect 
in the Senate. Majid Musiafa bas been doing good work, in all the northern 
Tiwas, He has established the former Acting Chief of the General Staff as 
Mutessarif in Sulaiman and bas found another nan with a good reputation for 
Arhil. He has hinislf set about setting several complex tribal quarrels which 
threatened the peace in several different districts, and he has pushed ahead with 
ehergy the distribation of grain to the hungry villagers in all of the three liwas 
Of Mosul, Arbil and Sulaimani. He bas, moreover, succeeded in recovering a 
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considerable number of the rifles which the Government. distributed. to certain 
of the tribes. in the hope of encouraging them to resist the Barzanis. The 
cessation of fighting and the progress of Sajid Mustata's work of pacification 
has made it possible to withdraw the British Indian troops and armoured cars 
from Diyana, and the Iraqi army have also been able to recall, most of the 
additional troops which they sent io Barzan and its neighbourhood last automn, 

8. Colonel Baylim’s tatiouing. system for_tea ad. colle introdaced, on 
the Ist January bas made fairly good progress in the large towns, where the 
ration for January and February, and in the case of Bagdad and Mosul for 
March also, has been distributed to nearly all coupon-bolders. In the smaller 
towns and country districts, however, distribution of tea and coffee, as well ax 
sugar, is much behind schedule and ‘there are numerous small districts where 
no distribution has yet been made. It was not to be expected that the scheme 
could operate from the outset except in the larger tawns, and even in some of 
these, stich as Basra, serious teething troubles were encountered, The provincial 
administration, inexperienced in. detailed supply work and. undermined. by 
corruption arising mainly from the inability of officials to make their salaries 
‘cover the mounting cost of living, bas inevitably heen averwhelmed by the spate 
of instructions associated with the rationing scheme. Nevertheless mutessarifs 
scom to he interpreting their instructions as best they can and, while uniformity 
is lacking, most of them are at least endeavouring to apply the rationing pol 
in the light of local conditions. The political advisory staff are giving the loc 
administration all possible advice and assistance in this important matter aud 
continue to help to clear up the many dificulties which arise 

9. Rationing of textiles began in Bagdad on the Ist March. In view of 
tho gteator complexity of the textile scheme, which is based on. a form of points, 
it. was decided to restrict it to the capital in the first place a ad it as the 
supply organisation permitted. Although ntocks of textiles will as a result still 
remain frozen outaide the capital and there is much grumbling concerning the 
dolay in getting textiles in the provinoss, it was prudent to make sure that the 
spite would work before applying it throuxhoot the conniry. “About 20) retail 

hops have been, selected for retail distribution in Bagdad and they are said to 

be working satisfactorily on the whole. The public seam to have discovered 
rorpriingly quickly how to use tho coupons and have no doubt bon greatly 
‘asaiated. in. this respect by the propaganda both. in. the press. and on the radio 
which has teen undertaken by the Government on scale hitherto unknown ia 
ra 

"10, Price coutrol consinaes to embrace an jncrsasing number: of imported 
commodities, the principles of fixed maximum selling prices or fixed profits boinye 
‘used according to the class of the commodity, In Bagdad at least the price contral 
restrictions appear to be fairly widely observed, tome, prosecton» havi had 
4 salitary effect. A more cogent factor is probably a growing knowledge that 
the reorganised supply administration under Colonel Bayliss and his Britieh 
stall really mean business, Tt is not surprising therefore that the prices of 
uncontrolled commodities have aleo shown a slightly downward trend. 

11. In my despatch No. 20 of the 18th Jannary T reported that there was 
4 tendency for Colonel Bayliss to rush his fences as Reonomic Adviser to the High 
Supply Council and Director-General of Imports. He also gave the impression 
that he was trying to set himself up ax "‘ economic dictator of Traq."" an attitude 
which at one time onused considerable friction with the other British Advisers 
‘and eventually with the Minister of Finance. The issue became acute at the ead 
of January a8 a result of a discourtcons letter addressed to the latter. by Colonel 
Bayliss. I was therefore obliged to intervene ind spoke to Colonel Bayliss, sn 
ho “uncertain terms pointing out to him that he mun not) adopt dictatorial 
Lacti and that he would need all the co-operation he could yet from other British 
officials, On my recommendation he withdrew the offending letter and apologised 
to the Minister of Finance. He has since heen more amenable and more walling 
to sec, and accept advice. more particularly from the. political advisory stat 
He continues to show commendable energy and resource and, despite. stall diff 
gales, ie pressing ahend with control meanures with the promising’ results 
indicated above. = 

12. Colonel Bayliss is, of course, being bitterly attacked by the merchants 
who ate making every effort to undermine his position, He has, on the other hand, 
enjoyed n good local Arab press which reflects the ordinary man's sympathy with 
the steps he is taking to reduce the cost of living. The Public Relations Section 
of the Embassy is co-operating with him in arranging publicity, hut the generally 
00d tone of the press seems to he quite spontaneous, 





13, One of the most interesting economic features during the past two 
months has been the downward trend in the prices of local produce, except. meat, 
Poultry, vegetables and fruit. The decline has ranged from 10 to 20 per 
cent., being most marked in wheat and dates. This healthy develope has not 

‘due to control measures, bat mainly to the waiting policy which has been 
deliberately pursued in acquiring for His Majesty's Government barley and dates 
fon export. The United Kingdom Commercial Corporation or their agents have 
purchased 230,000 tous of barley or 30,000 tons more than the amount contracted 
Hop with tho Lesh Coreenrsent ne.yean, whemncing tocsmateency aesanis (or 
India and elsewhere, there was no option but to fork out what local vested 
interests thought suitable. ‘This year the boot, for the time being at any rate 
is on the other foot—the Iragis want to sell their remaining surplus, and so far 
there has been no panic demand from Cairo or anywhere else, The United 
Kingdom Commercial Corporation have recently offered to buy at [0,16 per ton 
(the raling market price), but the Government insisted on 1D.18/500, with the 
Tesult that the negotiations broke down and the Government freed the market, 
subject to the maintenance of the maximum price of TD-20/500, and also export, 
though the latter facility is merely a nominal gesture to holders of barley sinc 
Deactically all transport ut of the country i controlled by. His Majesy's Govern 
foeat. Meanwhile, the U-K-C.C. ace now endeavouring ta buy on the open twarke 
‘Aba price equivalent to about ID.17 per ton at collecting centres, It ix regrettal 
nd inconsistent that the Prime Minister, while giving every support. to 1 
aimed at reducing the prices of imported goods, should have assured Parliament 
fa the 19th March that be hoped to secure a substantially highee price for tho 
surplus Traqi barley than the market price of ID.16,. 

14. The Euphrates dategromers havo at last realised the fly of hanging 
on to their 1943 season dates in the hope of securing excessive prices and bave 
reached an agreement to sell the remaining snrplus of the 1943 crop. to 
Messrs, Andrew Weir and Company for account of the Ministry of Food ata 
Price of 10.20 per ton, which is more than 30 per cent. lower than thoir demand 
six months ago. 

15. With the substantial decrease in British military expenditure in Iraq 
and a considerable fall in the price af major local produce, there is some prospect. 
of owing down, if not checking, the inflationary trend, provided that heavy 
and urgent demands are not suddenly made, as they have been in the past, for 
the export of cereals irrespective of price. Even if the pices ‘of local produce 
did not fall farther, but remained at. the present slightly lower levels, the reduo- 
tion should prove in practics a more important deflationary factor than tho ina 
of internal loans up to a total of ID.2 million now under consideration by’ th 
Council of Minitrs 


‘The Sannis made no com 
pled. the official version that ho had. boon 
Punished for a disgusting sacrilege. In tho Holy Cities there was a growl stir 
‘and the Chief Mujtahid at Najaf, Saiyid Alba Hassan al Isfahani, telegraphed 
{0 the Shah of Persia begging him not to be silent but to have the matter fully 
investigated, The more fanatical elements also, brought pressure to, bear on the 
former to make soine form of pronouncement condemning the action of the. Saudi 
Government. On the occasion of the Arbain pilgrimage to. Kerbala on tho 
15th Febrnary many of the. processions chanted slogans against. Ibn Saud and 
Against the Wahabis, but there were no disorders. and interest in. the affair ix 


how waning. F 

by the Iraqi Govern- 
ment (0 prev raq to Syria and Transjordan vin 
Saudi Arabia i udi-Iraqi relations. The trouble began 
when the Iraqi Government gave ootice to the Saudi Legation that all Saudi 
tribesmen entering Iraq to graze their flocks should register the number of their 
sheep with the Iraqi frontier authorities. The purpose of this measure was not 
‘only to put a ebeck on the acquisition by these tribesmen of more sheep in Traq 
which they conld take away with them when they returned to Sandi Arabia, but 
also to safeguard bona fide Saudi grazers from coming under suspicion. hy 
enabling them at any time to show that the sheep with them had been brought 
into Traq from their own country. Ibn Sand unfortunately did not understand 
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the scheme and quite wrongly regarded it as a new and ingenious plan for perse 
cating his tribesmen. His Majesty protested violently and threatened to take 
reciprocal “offensive ” action against Iraqi tribesmen grazing their flocks’ in 
Saudi Arabia. So soon as the trouble was brought to my notice, I explained the 
Iraqi Government's purpose to the Saudi Minister and I also discussed the 
matter with the Iraqi Minister of Finance, whose department was responsible for 
the initiation of the plan to register sheep crossing the Saudi frontier. A few 
days later the Saudi Minister and the Minister of Finance talked the whole 
Inatter over together and the latter offered to! work out. jointly with the Saudi 
Government an alternative scheme to stop smuggling. Meanwhile, the original 
proposals do not seem to have been put into effect, and as, for purely economic 
reasons, it seems probable that the ban on the export of sheep will soon be lifted, 

1 think it is reasonable to consider the incident as now closed. 

18. A Chinese Goodwill Mission arrived in Bagdad on the 29th February 
having travelled from London by way of Egypt, Turkey and Persia. The three 
members, Messrs, Wang, Han and Wen, were entertained to dinner by the Traqi 
Governnient and lunched at the Embassy. They left Bagdad for Basra by air on 
the 2nd March. During their short stay they were treated as official guests and 
shown every courtesy and attention, creating themselves a very happy impression. 

19, The Polish Minister of State in the Middle East also visited Iraq in 
February. The Iraqi Government gave a dinner party in his honotir, and T also 
had the pleasure of entertaining his Excellency. 

30, Daring the period covered by this deypatct several erents oatside Iraq 
have attracted a good deal of local attention. T have already mentioned the 
Wagner resolution on Palestine. Another event in the United States that has 
quite naturally been much discussed was the statement made by Mr, Ickes and 
elaborated in the American press about American plans for the further develop 
ment of the oil-felds in Saudi Arabia, Koweit and Babrein. Some doubts have 
eon expressed here whether big increase in American interests in the Arah 
countries would be beneficial 19 Arab nationalism and the suggestion was put 
about that Thn Sand was making the mistake of trying to free himself from 
financial dependence on Great Britain and turn for help to the United States 
instead, Among the Jews, however, the prospect of the growth of American 
enterprise in Traq and tho neighbouring Arab countries seems to have beet 
welcomed, Many Jews are greedily absorbing United States propaganda 
and are beginning to think that if America's Middle Rastern capital interests 
dovelop she will play a bigger part in Middle East politics and that the minorities 
Will thereby have a new safeguard against the danger of Arab oppression 
Increasing United States intorest in thia part of the world is very noticeable, but 
in not in tay view to be regreted, since the growth of ovetens responsibilities 
must surely tend to undermine steadily the ingrained isolationism of the 
‘American people T cannot but feel that the withdrawal of the Wagner reeo 
Intion, follows ypresentations of the State Department, General Marshall 
and others, is sant pointer in this direction. 

21 we turned from Traq towards Turkey, and when in 

y itary consultations between Turkey and the Allies 
had heen broken off the political gossips had an ideal topic to exploit, Generally, 
the sudden withdrawal of the British military experts seems to have been regarded 
‘4s a set-back for Allied diplomacy, and on the whole sympathy was with Turkey 
in her reluctance to enter the war. The later news that Great Britain and 
‘America had stopped suppl of war materials, including aviation spirit, to 
‘Turkey stimulated still further interest in Turkey's relations with the Allies.’ It 

rally considered here that Turkey's attitade has been influenced by the 
unfortunate set-back suffered by British arms in Samos, Cos and Leros, and the 
slow progress of the campaign in Taly 
‘The war review given by Mr. Churchill on the 22nd Febrnary provided 
many topics for talk from which people chose according to their fancy. ‘The 
malicious tried to make much of his statement that he gave no guarantee that the 
war would end in 1944, the better-disposed retorted by pointing out that 
Mr. Churchill had teen squally cautions about any guarantees the other way 
‘The gloomy ones found reason for more gloom in the Prine Minister's warning 
that German retaliation for British air raids would increase, but the optimistic 
confidently seized on his assurance that the Allied air attacks'on Germany would 
reach a degree of intensity far beyond anything yet achieved or imagined. Your 
own statement, Sir, replying to a question in the House of Commons on the 
16th February, on the present situation of the Iraqi Government was a further 
source of animated discussion, Unfamiliar as they are with the astonishing 





n 


inrelevancy of many parliamentary questions, especially those dealing with 
foreign countries, the Fragis sought to deduce the reason for the question put to 
you and ingeniously invented a variety of theories, all very far from the truth. 
Some decided that both the question and the answer were concerned with the 
competence of the present Cabinet, others thought that their purpose was to reveal 
dissatisfaction with Iraqi war collaboration, while among. the minorities there 
‘were those who saw in your reply a sinister repudiation by His Majesty's Govers: 
ent of all interest in their fate. Talk on these lines did not last for long, though 
some of its effects may linger, nor was it active enough to influence to any consider 
able extent the ordinary course of local events. It was novertheless significant 
because it showed how sensitive many people in Iraq are to any statements ma 
high British places touching themselves or their interests, and also how much the 
field of public opinion has been widened in recent years by the expansion of broud: 
casting and the development of other instruments of publicity and propaganda 

‘23. Rainfall this winter has been below the average throughout the country, 
but its effects are. particularly noticeable in, the southern areas, where in’ ma 
eases flocks have had to be grazed on growing crops. It is estimated th: 
harvest will be some 25 per cent, lesa than Inst season, and that livestock. will 
suifler severely. It is also feared that the coming hot weather will be punctuated 
by frequent dust storms. } sf 

‘24. [am sending copies of this despatch to the Minister Resident in the 
Middhe East, Cairo, the Government of India, the Political Totelligence Centre, 
Midalo Kast and to His Majesty's Consular Officers at Basra and Mosul 


NAHAN CORNWALLIS. 





(B 3640/37/93) No. 3. 
Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Bden.—(Received 21st June.) 


Sir, Bagdad, 8th June, 1944, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 124 of the 23rd March, T have the 
honour to submit the following summary of the principal events that have oocurred 
in Traq during the last two or more months :-— 


2, Tho Cabinet formed by Nuri Pasha on Christmas Day remained in an 
tuneaay situation throughout March and most of April. ‘The Regent continued to 
Withhold his active support and to look around for a means to get rid of the three 
Ministers whom he particularly disliked, namely, Umar Nadbmi, Ali Mumtaz and 
Sadiq Bassam. I repeatedly warned His Royal Highness that, the prolo 
‘uncertainty about the position of the Cabinet was harmful and advised him 
bis proper policy was elther to give it his full confidence oF to. replace, it by 
another if he were certain that something more satisfactory could be found, At 
Uhe end of Apri, after retaroing frum bis Lour in the north, His Royal Highness 
told me that he tad decided to keep the present Cabinet in oifice. At this stage it 
‘seemed that it might prove to be possible for Nuri Pasha's Cabinet to carry on 
least until the end of the summer, but events soon dissipated this prospect. The 
debate in the Chamber on the budget for 194-45 was exploited as usual for the 
discussion af every branch of the work of the Administration and attacks were 
made on the Cabinet at all angles. A climax was reached on the 21st May, when 
abusive language was freely exchanged between Deputies, and the sitting had to 
be suspended in an atmosphere of some disorder. The Prime Minister and his 
colleagues were satisfied that their critics would not have dared to. become so 
Yolent if uhey had not felt that they enjoyed a last the sympathy of the Palace. 
‘The Ministers decided that they could no longer remain in office in such circum- 
stances and resigned. The Regent accepted their resignation a few days later, and 
called upon Hamdi Pachachi to form a Cabinet. The invitation was accepted, 
bat as the new Prime Minister, who is elderly and i 

ndisposed at the time, it fell to the Regent to choose most of his colleagues for 
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3. This task was completed within a fortnight and the following Cabinet 
took fice of the 4th Tine: e 4 


Prime Minister: Hamdi al Pachachi. 
Minister of Interior: Mustafa al Umari. 
Affairs. and Acting Minister. of Supply: 
Arshad al Umari. 

Minister of Finance = Salih Jabr. 
Minister of Defence : Tabsin Al 
Minister of Communications 
Minister of Justice: Ahmad 
Minister of Education : Ibrahim Akif al Alusi. 

inister of Economics Towfiq, Wabi. 
Minister of Social Affairs: Mubammad Hassan Kubba. 


Like most Tragi Cabinets it has both good points and bad. Abdul Amir al 
Vari, Taufiq Wahbi and Ibrahim Akif al Alusi are newcomers who offer promise 
of good work, Arshad al Umari, for years a capable and progressive Lord Mayor 
of Bagdad, is a well-known thruster and should, if he is not too temperamental, 
be able to give the now Ministry of Supplies a fair start, and Salih Jabr, if he can 
resist temptation to sectarian favoaritiem, has it in him to be an’ adequate 
Minister of Finance. The black spot is Mustafa al Umari at Incerior. He last 
hold this post in Jamil Madfai’s Cabinet in the sammer of 1041, and eft it with 
reputation for corruption, bad even by Iraqi standards, Tt ix a great pity that 
he should have been permitted fo returd, and gather that it was only the essential 


heed for support in the Senate that won him a place in the Cabinet at all, 


4 lmonds Committee” on political detainees was reassembled at 
tho end of March by the late Minister of the Interior. ‘They recommended the 
unconditional release of twenty-five men and the release on security of four others 
These recommendations were accepted by the Council of Ministers and the 
twenty-nine mien concerned wore freed on the 12th April. ‘The Military Security 
‘authoritien werv kept fully informed of the committee's work and o attempt wax 
made by the Minister of tho Interior, or any other Minister, to influence the 
commie’ decisions 

I'he Iraqis interned in Southern Rhodesia returned to Iraq on, the 
Qnd April and were at once taken into custody by the Tengh authorities. This 
trial began in May last but does not sccm to have made much progress. The 
change of Government may pouibly cause new delays 

Tn tho financial field the major developments during the past two months 
have been the submission of a record budget to Parliament, the participation of 
the Iraqi Government in the Middle East Financial Conference in Cairo beginniny 
on the 23rd April, the approval of legislation for the flotation of (wo toternal 
onns, and the payment of the debt of approximately £330,000 for the Hinaidi 

which had beet outstanding for nearly xix years. 

7. ‘The 1944-45 budget estimates contain several important innovations, 
including the amalgamation of the ordinary and capital works badgets, hitherto 
kept separate, and the creation of an emergency budget, covering the expenses of 
tp supplies onganiaation and the ecat-of living allowatices, en the one hand, and 
profits on Government trading on the other. The total combined reventie ix 
estimated at TD. 17,712,740, which altnoat balances the total combined expen. 
ditare at 1D: 17,606,500. ‘The latter figure is 1D.1,585548 higher than’ the 
corresponding figure for the preceding year and is more than twice the pre-war 
budget expenditure. ‘The budget estimates have been approved by the Chamber 
of Deputies with comparatively little modification, but only after lively debate, 
during which full opportunity was taken by Nuel Pasha opponente to attack 

nerninent’s policy, on supply matters, i we 
before the Senate aia Pommittee. poe ee 

8. The jovernment sent a strong , headed by the Minister 
of Finance, Saivid Ali Munntaz, to the Middle Last Fioancial Coofeman ad 
Lunderstand that they acquitted themselves well. ‘They were able to paint out 
that Iraq was well in the van of the Middle Eastern countries as regards anti. 
inflation measures, baving, for example, already raised income tax to a high level 
initiated action for the issue of local loans, as well as heiag one of the vere few 
ountries a the Middle East where prices of bulk cereals have been showing a 

9. Legislation was submitted to Parliament on the 18th April authori 
the flotation of two local loans one short-term for a total ef ID. 1 hice 
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hearing interest at 3 per cent.,and the other a long-term Jottery loan with interest 
at 4 per cent,, of which 2 per cent. will be paid as interest and the remaining 
2 per cent. in the form of prizes. The proceeds of the loans are to be reserved for 
railway and irrigation development. ‘The Bill was finally approved by Parlia- 
ment on the 28th May. Doubts continue to be held, however, in some quarters 
regarding the outcome of this ventare into what is.a novel form of investment in 
Teng and at the beginning of May there were for 1 time beavy withdrawals of 
currency from the banks owing to malicious. rmnours:to the effect that. bank 
depositors would be forced to subscribe to:the loans, 

10, In the economic field the Government have decided to carry out crop 
assessments in respect of the 144 wheat and harley harvests, but on different 
lines from last year, Instead of individual assessments, based on inspection of 
individual crops and the out-turn on the threshing. floor, last y 
are to be adjusted in accordance with crop conditions in the various areas, 
reduction of 20 to 30 per cent, being taken asia general guide On balance, 
this new system should give fairly adequate, though by no means ideal, results, 
The Government will probably: take over half \the wheat crop again, ‘Their 
policy regarding barley, on the other hand, will be largely governed by the 
Volume and pace of purchases by the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation 
By holding off the market until prices broke in April the, Corporation, after 
completing their 1943 contract. to. bay 200,000 tons at ID. 20/500 a ton at 
collecting centres, were able to purchase substantial quantities of barley at a 
rico equivalent to rather less than ED, 16/000-a ton, ‘They were, however, 
Obliged to muspend purchases at the end of April as there soemed to. be. v0 
immediate prospect of movin the barley from Iraq owing to shipping difficulties 
while storage wax proving diflicult for the 50,000 odd tons already on hand in 
asra and the 80,000 tons coming forward. . The market has since. woakened 
further in vidw of the offerings af new barley. “The suspopxion of purchases by 
the Corporation, coupled with the substantial fall in price, in naturally causing 
unfavourable comment among agricultural interests and, if serious rosentment 
is to bo avoided, it is essential that an early decision should be reached rogarding 
the quantity of tarlay to be purchased for-account of Tis Majeaty's Govern 
ment within the next twelve months and the price to.be paid. - While it is clear 
that the opportunity should be taken to get. the price of barley. down to a 
reasonable level in, the general interest of Trag. as well ax our own, expeciall 
‘as other local products tend to fall in sympathy with it, the reduction shoul 
othe wo deaaic ag to create undesirable political reactions. A proposal ty 
the United Stator Minister that American shipping should. be employe to litt 
barley to the Red Sea/Suee area is at prownt under consideration in, London 
and Cairo. 

11. On the Ist May Parliament. passed a Jaw creating a Ministry of 
pply. and thux gave sanction to a rcbeme advocated by Colonel Bayliss ‘ever 
a hin arrival in Iraq.. ‘There is much to be said for the concentration in one 

airy of Supply organisations hitherto dispersed among five different. State 
departments, who have often not seen eye to eye in Sealing with supply matters, 
The problem will, however, be to find adequate and. suitably qualified staff for 
the new Ministry, which may also experience some difficulty in securing full 

ration from other Ministries unless the Minister of Supply ix a strong 
hot tactful personality: Nuri Pasha didnot ll the pest, there being, few 
aspirants to it in view of the inevitable unpopularity: likely tobe attached to 
the incumbent, “ 

12. Colanel Bayliss, who holds ambitious views and whose policy is all: 
embracing, is anxious that all supply questions should come tinder the control 
Of the new Ministry and even that the control of all local, products should te 
transferred (o it from the Ministry of Interior. I understand, however, that 
he has waived his insistence in this respect as regards wheat and barley, It 
is largely this anxiety (o get his hands.on everything having any connexion With 
supplies and to set’ himself up as “‘eoonomic dictator” of Iraq that, hav 
inevitably aroused serious opposition to him,in Ministerial and British Advisory 

insed me to send you, Sir, a warning that the Iraqi 
Government might ask him to go unless he showed himself more ready to see 
and aocept advice and to proved with greater caution geterally, He hat 
Continued to display commendable energy and resource, but his. pace has tended 
to be too fast for a country such as Iraq with a comparatively primitive economy 
and # weak Administration in which, moreover, corruption ns, unfortunately, 
become rife in the past few years. Nevertheless, as a result of his efforts, the 
eral level of prices of certain imported goods has shown an appreciable drop 
over the past six months. 
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13, ‘The main supply problem remains the shortage of cotton piece-goods, 
which is causing widespread anxiety and growing discontent, particularly in 
rural areas. ‘The latter haye so far received no cloth under the rationing scheme 
wich, owing to the reduced supplies, has hitherto teen limited to urban areas. 
Releases are now beginning in the country districts, but only, for the time being, 
ou half the meagre scale enjoyed by towns. Coupled with the delay in 
distribution and coming on top of the differentiation between town and country 
rations Of sugar, tea and coffee, this discrimination is causing increasing 
Feseutinent in tribal areas, I have impressed upon Colonel Bayliss the need for 
taking distribution as equitable a possible and bave in particolar emphasised 
the importance of not giving any other part of the country, ¢.g., Basra, earlier 
avtention or mote favourable treatment than the distressed Kurdish districts. 

14. A development, which should promote ever closer co-ordination. in 
supply matters between the Iraqi Government, the American Legation and this 
cmbassy, win the formation after protracted negotiations of 
American-Iraqi Committee for Co-ordination of Supplies under the chairman- 
ship of the responsible Iraqi Minister. Both the embassy and the American 
Legation (also the Foreign Economic Administration) are represented on the 
committee, which beld its first meeting on the 13th May. Meetings are to be 
held fortnightly and judging from the first two meetings they should provide 
opportunities for frank and profitable discussion of Traq's supply problems, 

15. The parliamentary abuse unhappily directed guint the Govern. 
mont’s settlement with Mulla Mustafa had the unfortunate effect of dissuading 
the Cabinet from going steadily ahead with the plans propounded by the 
Kurdish Minister without Portfolio, Majid Mustafa, for the pacification of the 
dinturbed Kurdish areas. After the latter's return to Bagdad from the north 
in February, no fresh instructions were given to him and he remained in the 
capital discouraged, disgruntled and constantly threatening to throw up the 
sponge, Meanwhile, the lisison officers, whom he had left behind to help the 
regular qaimmaqams and mudirs to restore tranquillity aud remedy administra- 
tive defect, were without guidance, lst heart abd Dogan to get into trouble 
with the officials whom they were intended to assist. The Barzani tribal people 
wore quick to sense that something had yone wrong. They heard of the outhurst 
of illfeeling in Bagdad; they put the worst interpretation on Majid’. fai 
to return to continue his work and they mistrusted the Government’ intentions 
became they persisted in keeping yarrisons at Mergasur and Bille. 

16. The result was that unrest increased. The Barzanix and their 
neighbours refused to surrender the rifles demanded from them and they began 
to show the familiar symptoms of sickening for an outbreak of violence of some 
kind, 

17. On the 19th April I received, by the hand of a special messenger, a letter 
from Mulla Mustafa complaining that the improvements in the Administration 
which had been promised wore not being carried oat, and that Traqi troops 
the areas adjacent to Barzan were being reinforced instead of withdrawn, and 
finally declaring that, provided that His Majesty's Government had no objection, 
hho and his people were prepared to win their rights with their own handx. 

18. In reply, I sent him an oral message through Majid Mustafa stating 
that T was displeased to see that he was again interfering’ in politics In spite 
of hit recant promises to me to keep quiet and restore the agricultural life of 
hie villages, and warning him of the serions consequences to himself of 
thing te might do to embarrass His Majesty's Government F 

19. At this time the Minister of the Interior was away in the Mosul Liwa 
touring with the Regent, and, at my request, the Prime Minister spoke to him 

telephone and invited him to. make personal enquiries into the Barzani 
situation. Later on, the Prime Minister himself joined the Regent and accom- 
panied His Royal Highness to Rawanduz It had been planned that the Regent 
hould attend gatherings of the Kurdish clans, one near Amadiyah and the other 
near Ruwandiz. Unfortunately, the first had to be abandoned altogether, and 
the second curtailed owing to bad weather. The chief result of the Regent's 
tour was that, after His Royal Highness and Nuri Pasha had returned to 

id, the Prime Minister submitted a memorandum to the Emir in which he 
outlined the history of events in the Kurdish areas since the creation of the Iraqi 
Kingdom and summarised the measures which he considered should be taken to 
restore tranquillity and speed up the improvement of social services. The Regent 
Approved this memorandum, and on the 12th May the Prime Minister took Majid 
Mstafa with him on another tour in the north. Together they visited Kirkuk, 


‘Mosul, Arbil and Sulaimani. In each place the Prime Minister had talks with 
the officials and notables and set out the policy of the Government. He obtained 
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from the mutasartifs a report on the administrative reforms desirable in their 
Tespective liwas and accepted petitions from the local chiefs explaining their 
grievances. His tour was rather too hurried and many of those whom he saw 
said openly that they had heard fair words before but had waited in vain for 
yours for their fulfilment. Nevertheless, 1 think that his talks did do something 
Yo improve the temper of the people. Unhappily, soon after his return to Bagds 

he whole Cabinet fell and much of the good impression left by, the tour was 

iced. 

20. On the 22nd May Majid Mustafa and Major Kinch (Acting Political 
Adviser, Northern Iraq) visited Mulla Mustafa at Barzan. Both of them 
‘admonished the Mulla for his political restlessness and urged him to settle down 
quietly, cultivate his lands and establish reasonable relations with. the local 
authorities. Mulla Mustafa. pressed for a general pardon for all his men, 
including police and army deserters, and for the withdrawal of the army detach: 
Iments at Bille aud Mengasur. |The mutasarrif explained that, it was. not 
Practicable to pardon all classes of offenders who had joined Mulla Mustafa, but 
Lundertook to see what could be done to arrange that, it these men surrendered, 
they should receive considerate treatment. The military force at Mergasur was 
withdrawn early. in June; that. at Bille may be withdrawn later. Since the 
meeting described above, Mulla Mustafa bas handed in nine of the 172 rifles which 
it is estimated he captured during the fighting last, winter. 

21. Meanwhile, inter-tribal fighting broke out in the Bradost nahiyah north 
of Ruwanduz, On the 17th May Khalifa Samad of the Bradost tribe attacked 
& village belonging to Sheikh Muhammad Sadiq (son of Saiyid Taha). ‘The men 
of both clans rallied to their leaders and a week lator there was a skirmish, in 
which there were a few casualties on each side, Police reinforcements were 
thereafter sent to Ruwanduz, and the Qaimmagam is endeavouring to arrange a 
peace, Mulla Mustafa seems to have offered his help to both sides 

22. In Sulnimani General. Baha, Uddin Nuri has bron doing. good: work 
cleaning up the administration. Sheikh Latif, the son of Sheikh, Mahmud, hax 
been persuaded to come back from Sardasht and arrived in Sulaimani on tho 
10th April. ‘The people of Sardasht have written to many different quarters 
expressing their fear that Sheikh Latif's departure will expose them to depreda- 
tions by the Pizhder, Their fears are not altogether unfounded, 

23. In the Mosul Liwa several troublesome tribal questions have worried 
the local authorities. A dispute between Sheikh Sfuq, and his brother Ahmad, 
of the Shammar, about the division of their late father's estate divided the tribo 
into two caps, and the Mutasarrif of Mosul at one time folt obliged to tako 
guarantees for good behaviour from the two protagonista and a nomber of lessor 
chiofs. This firm action had good results and at the end of April Sfuq and 

‘The terms of the settlement are, however, 
extremely yague and more to bo heard of thin affair before long. ‘The 
quarrel between the Aul isal and the Aulad Shallal is anothor disturbing 
element in the internal affairs of the tribe and further action baa been necessary 
to make the Aulad Shallal observe the settlement impored by the authorities after 
the fighting iat occurred in the late summer of 1942. There have also beer 
frontier difficulties arising from fighting that has occurred in Syria betwoon the 
Agaidat and some sections of the Shammar, in which the Iraqi Shammar bece 
involved. A tribal conference which was to have beon held in April and which 
Sheikh Sfuq, the leading sheikh of the Iraqi Shammar, was to havo attended was 
In the end postponed, but a second attempt to get tribal arbitrators together at 
Tel Kotchek in early May, when the Mutasarrif of Moshl played useful part, 
tras more sucessful and resalted in the signing of peace terms between the 
warring tribes. This is not, however, the final chapter of the story and more 
‘rouble is probable before the terms of the peace are implemented. 

‘24. In addition to these difficulties with the Shammar, there are outstanding 
disputes among the Yazidies which need careful handling and a serious feud 
between the Kurdish, Brifkani and the Muzuri tribes started by the abduction of 
Nuri Brifkani's daughter by the son of Haji Malo of the Mazuri, Said Brifkani, 
the son of Nuri, has murdered Haji Malo and is now dofying arrest with a large 
bodyguard of armed men. Efforts to persuade him to come in to submit to a 
tribal settlement have been unavailing and the police have not yet been able to 
capture him. It is difficult to dispose promptly of affairs of this kind, and while 
they drag on they are harmful and disturbing to the Administration. 

25. “The Amir Abdullah arrived in Bagdad on the 9th April and, after taking 
part in four days of elaborate official entertainment, he left with the Regent for 
3 "ist to the northern liwas, “His Highness retnrmed to the capital on the 
ist April and left for Amman on the 27th April. When I called to see His 
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Highness at the Palait he expatiated at length on what he termed the American 
menace. He was intensely suspicions of the expanding infinence of the United 
States in the Levant States aad disliked what he regarded as their support of 
onist pretensions. He thought that their proposals for exploiting the oil 
resources of the Arabian peninsula were part of a plan to obtain a dominant 
politico-economic position in the Middle Bast. He said that he regarded these 
developments with alarm and did his best to make me share his apprehensions 
My efforts to dissipate his fears had little success. Referring to Palestine, His 
Highness urged adherence to the White Paper of 1939, and he deplored the 
continued uncertainty of the future of Syria and the Lebanon under French 
influence. ‘The Amir's visit provoked a good deal of comment and specalation. 
The view generally taken seems to have been that he came ta canvass support for 
jature to the Syrian throne. Though he did his best everywhere to be 
amiable, T do not think that he succeeded in enhancing his popolarity, and reports 
which T have received indicate that in many quarters be enjoys litte esteem 

26. A Lebanese delegation headed by the Prime Minister and the Mini 
for Forei through Bagdad early in April on their way to visit 
King Abdul Azeiz al Saud at Riyadh. ‘They were received as official guests and 
were most cordially entertained during their three days’ stay in Bagdad. They 

urned to Bagdad on the 16th April and left the following evening by train for 
Syria. They professed themselves most favourably impressed by the wisdom of 
King Abdul Azziz al Saud and by the efficiency of his administration. It eannot 
be doubted that while in Bagdad they had many talks with official and non-official 
Tqi personalities about Arab Unity, but it is not likely that these talks 
Brogremsed beyond the wage of formal expresions of support for the ideal of 
closer co-operation between the Arab countries. No official communiqué was 
ined in Bagdad concerning the reslt of their visit either to Saudi Arabia or 

a 

‘27. ‘Two new diplomatic mintsters have been accredited to the Traqi Court 
M. Li Tieh ‘Tong: representing the Chinese Republic, presente his eredestials on 
the 8th April, and M, J. M, Kadlec, representing Czechoslovakia, was received in 
tandlionce by the Regent for the same purpose three days later.” Both reside in 
‘Tehran and are also accredited to the Shah. ‘The Chinese Government have, 
however, taken a small house in Bagdad to serve as a legation, and the Minister 
intends to leave a secretary in charge, 

28. Colonel Spillman, a member of the French Commiwariat for Foreign 
Affairs at Algiers, arrived in Bagdad on the 10th May, to establish contact with 
the Iraqi Government with a view to socuring official recognition for the National 
Committee of Liberation, He told me that the Committee wished to have. fail 
presenta 
about aor 


bat I gather 
¢ propomals 


‘months F Cities 
of Kerbola and Najaf and took with him the young King. ‘The Royal Party was 
roodived with what appeared to be genuine enthasiasm by tribesmen and tawne- 
people alike, and all accounts testify to the pleasare which His Royal Higghnoss 

we by his gracions talks with the leading Divines, On the 25th March His Royal 

ighniews went off to Basra on a visit which lasted until the 3rd April, and 

cluded an extensive tour of the Sonthern Desert area. Between the 13th and 
ist April he toured Mosul, Arbil, Ruwanduz and Kirkuk, and on the 26th April 
he was at Rumaitha to oped. a new irrigation regulator, 

80, ‘The Traqi people continue to react satisfactorily and with unshaken 
confidelice to the course of the war. The news of the invasion of France, coming 
so closely after the fall of Rome, sarge, like wild-fire through Bagdad, and 
telephone calls on the 6th June rose sharply by 40 per cent. over the normal. 1 
have received numerous telegrams and other messages of congratulation 

‘31, I am sending copies of this despatch to the Minister Resident, Middle 
Fast, Political Ineligence Centre, Middle East, and the Government of Yad 

ave, ae. 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 
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Sir K. Cornwallis to Mr. Eden—{Recetced 2th June.) 

(No. 229) 

Sir, Bagdad, 10th June, W944 
WITH reference to Viscount Halifax’s citeular despatch of the 9th June, 

1938, and to my despatch No, 214 of the 17th Jane, 1943, T have the honour to 

transmit to you herewith a report on the leading personalities of Iraq for the 

year 1944. Fitna 


KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


Enclosure in No, 4, 
Report on Leading Personalities of Iraq Jor 1943, 
‘Tue Rovau Famuvy. 


1, King Feisal 1—Born in Bagdad the 2nd May, 1945, Succeeded to the 
Urove on the death of his ather, ihnzi Lon the rd April, 1088. is mother 
is a sister of the Amir Abdul illab. He haa an Knglish nurse and also an 
English governess, 

He and his mother were confined in the Qusr Zahvur during mort of May 1041, 
but wore removed to the summer palace at Pir Mum (Arbil) just before Rashid 
Ali and his, associates decamped.. He is a. bright, intelligent child, though 
‘ormowhat delicate with a tendency to aethma, His’ Majesty visited Egypt in 
April 1943, proceeding and returning vin Palestine and Transjordan, 


2 Abdul Ilah, His Royal Highness the Amir—Only son of Ali-bin-Huseeiu, 
ex-King’of the Hejaz, who died. in 1939. orn in the Hejaz 1912. Came to 
fas a child with father in 1926, after the latter's expulsion from the 

. Educated partly at home and partly at Victoria College, Alexandria. 


He speaks good English. q 

In November 196 he married in Bagdad the daughter of Salah-al-Din Fauzi 
Weg and grand-daughter of Amin Yahiyah Pasha of Cairo. 

He is keenly interested in Arab horse racing and maintains a large table. 

‘Became Regent on the death of King Ghazi on the 3rd April, 1939. Although 
in Iraq he only enjoys the title of Highness, it ix considered proper for foreigners 
to refer to him ax His Royal Highness 14) 

Tn November 1943 he was declared Heir to the Throne under the provisions 
of an amendment to the Organic Law passed in October, 

Divorced his wife in the summer of 1940. 

During the Cabinet crisis of J 1941, which led to the fall of Rashid 
Ali's Cabinet, he endeavoured to resist the Prime Minister's demands for the 
‘appointment of new Ministers, but fed to Divanivah to expe the threats to 
his life made by the four army officers, Salalvud-Din Sabbagh, Kamil Shabib, 
Fabmi Said and Mahmud Salman, Rashid Ali thereupon resigned and Taha ai 
Hashimi succeeded him. The Regent then returned to the capital. 

During the night of the Ist April the four army commanders already 
mentioned occupied the city with their troops and went to the Palace to demand 
the resignation of Taba al Hashimi and the appointment of Rashid Alt ns Prime 
Minister. The Regent was, however, warned in. time, eluded them and took 
refuge in the American Legation. Thence he was smuggled out to Habbaniya on 
the 2nd April and flown to Basra. On instructions from Bagdad the Officer 
Commanding, Iraq Army, at Basra attempted to arrest the Regent, who took 
refage on board one of His Majesty's ships. By now any hope of rallying 
support for his cause in the south had been lost. On the 16th April he was flown 
to Jerusalem, together with Ali Jandat and Jamil Madfai, who had meanwhile 
joined him at Basra. During the hostilities in May the Regent remained in 

malestine. He returned to Bagdad on the Ist Juno after the collapse of Rashid 
ime and was welcomed by a large gathering of officials, notables and 
well-wishers. 
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Since then, he has taken his public duties seriously and has done his 
best to establish his position among the people, He has undoubtedly developed 
in character during the past two years and has, on several occasions, shown 
marked firmness and powers’ of decision, bt he lacks the personality which 
appeals to the imagination of the public. ' Nevertheless, even if he has not won 
the affection of the Iraqis he appears to be steadily gaining ground. He is 
genuinely friendly to Great Britain. 7 
He was made an Honorary Air Commodore in the Royal Air Force in 
September 1943. He caused a Cabinet crisis in September 1943 by injudicious 
interference inthe choice of Government candidates for the General Election. He 
has, however, shown sound sense in his desire to reform the Administration and 
prove the general coudition of the country. At the invitation of His Majesty's 
Government ‘the Regent paid an extensive visit to the United Kingdom in 
December 1943. For three days he was the guest of Their Majesties the Ring and 
Queen at Buckingham Palace. He returned delighted with the hospitality shown 
to him and much impressed by Britain's war effort * 


3. Zaid, His Royal Highness the Amir—Born in Constantinople in 1900 
Koungest sun ofthe late King Hosein of the Hoja. Hal-brother of King Ali, 
King Feival aud the Amir Abdullah (of ‘Transjordan), “His mother was a Turk 
Educated in Constantinople, Fought with the Arab Nationalist forces during 
the Great War, and won the good opinion of the British officers with the Sharifian 
army, Madea G.B.E. for hia sctvicen in the war of 1914-18 

Accompanied by his wife, he came to Bagdad in November 1948 to act ax 
Regent while tho Amir Abdul [Nah was in Enghind, and remained until May 
1044, when he went back to Turkey. y 

Camo to live in Iraq in 1923, and wax commissioned in the Iraqi cavalry 
Acted as Rogent for'a short time in 1926 during King Feisal’s absence 

Tn 1925 be went to England and studied agriculture nt Oxford for nearly 
threo years. During this potiod he wok an active part in the social life of the 
university and rowed in the torpids for Balliol. In 1928 he joined his father 
in Cypriix and romained therw until King Hussein's death in “Appointed 
Tragi Minister at Angora in January 19: 

To 19385 it became known that ove of hix aintors had contracted a elandestine 
marriago with Atta Beg Amin, some time first secrotary at the Iraqi Legation at 
Angorn (and later at the Logation in London). ‘Tho Royal ‘Family were 

ignant, and Zaid was transferred to Cairo in Janunry 1084 ax the first Traqt 
¢ at King Fund's Court, He did not, however, proceed to this port, which 


imately roused to accept. “At the end of 108 he was busy’ in. Athens 

in litigation concerning extensive properties which ho claims to have 

e inted. Traqi Mi at Berlin in September 1985, In 

spring of 1937 it was suspected that. he had beet using hie position as Traqi 

tor to give false vertifientes for arms destined for 8; He was recalled 

to Traq for enquiries, but apparently established his innocedice and returaed to 
in 


in m pleasant, well-mannered man, and speaks excellent English and 


Tn 1933 ho married « Turkish lady who had been divorced by her husbo: 
Thix mésalliance mattered little #0, Joog ae he was not living in frag, but my 
ho was withdrawn from Berlin in the spring of 1998 and came’ to live in 
Bagdad it was counted agaitiat him locally. But for his wife he would probably 
have been made Regent after the death of King Ghazi in April 1930." In the 
‘summer of 1939 he went to live in Istanbul. 

Came to Baydad in October 1941 to moot his brother the Amir Abduflah on 
tho occasion of his State visit to the capital and has remained, living quietly in a 
smnall_ house. = % 

Ho returned to Turkey in Tune 1942. 


Onitin Pensowacrtits, 


1. Abbas-i-Mahmud A gha.—Chioftain of the Pizhder tribe (Ki 

Babekr Agha) “Generally ante ot ard hen troubles brewing, Mate, 
\ins # tradition of being at feud witl Agha, but both 

enmity shall not weaken the strength of the tribe. Cpe 


2. Abbas Makdi—Shiah, Born 1898. Secretary to Iraqi Legatis 
1931. Minister for Education, November 1989. Resigned with Cabinet ta Mosck 
1983. Appointed Director-General of Tapu in October 1938 


9 


Became Minister for Economics and Communications in February 1034, but 
resigned with Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet in August 1934. Reappointed Director- 
General of Tapu, December, 1934. . 

Appointed Master of Ceremonies in the Palace, March 1937. 

Hikmat Sulaiman's Cabinet in June 1937 as Minister for Economics and 
Communications, and was appointed Minister for Justice in the Cabinet formed 
by Jamil-al-Madfai in August 1987 after Hikmat Sulaiman's resignation 

‘Transferred to the Ministry of Economics and Communications in October 
1938, and resigned with whole Cabinet in December 1938. i 

‘Appointed Principal Private Secretary at the Royal Palace in July 1941. 

‘Appointed Minister at Tehran in January 1943, Pleasant but without 
personality. 


3. Abdul Amir al Usri—Shin, born Kadhitoa in 1809, Educated Bagdad 
and United States, ‘where he graduated from Michigan University as D.Sc. (C.E,), 
He returned to Iraq in 1920 and was appointed engineer in the Directorate 
General of Irrigation, in which be rose to the post of Assistant Director-General 
in 1941, He acted as Director-General on several occasions, ‘ 

Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in Hamdi Pachachi's 

abinet in June 1944. 


4 Abdul Azisal-Madhafar, MB.K—Sunni of Bagdad. © Born 1807. 
Speaks English, German and French well. Served as superintendent in Deputy 
Alititary Govertor's Ofice, Bagdad Rosafab, under the Governtaqnt of Occup 
ion from March 1917, and in 1919 became Madir of Rasafah. Secretary to the 
M terior, December 1920, and Director of the Prea Hureat in 1922 

vas Department 1927, 

Appointed Motewarif of Moma May 1881, Withdrawn September 1981 for 
incompetence and tried for misappropriation of public funds Found not guilty 
and appointed to be member of Muntafiq Land Court. Lost thie post when tho 
‘court. was abolished in June. 1952, ner of 1983 wax appointed first 

to the Tragi Legation at Tehran, and in May 1034 was transferred to 
be constl-general in Beirut. 

Appointed counsellor to the Iraqi Legation in Paris, May 1930. 

In the spring of 1937 he was accused of iving falve certificates for munitions 
tought for Spain and recalled to Iraq. In Syria he was arrosted, but extradition 
‘wan refused and he was relented, but remained. in Syria, He ix married toa 

of Naji-al-Suwaidi, and this family connexion bronght about hiv full 
fexoneration in December. 

He returned to live in Bagdad in January, 1988, and shortly afterwardo-it 
was officially announced that it had been proved that he wax innocent of the 
charges made against him in 1937. On his return he went into bisinexs 

Farly in 1941 started a trans-desert transport service botween Bagdad, Syrix 
and Palostine, Wax suapected of working for Rashid Ali, After tho collapse of 
Renhid Ali's régime, did his best to eleat-hie name and made lavish woof the 
*'V"" sign on his business stationery and press advertisements 


5, Abdul Aie-al-Qassa—Sunni of Bagdad. Kalmakam of Kut under 
Naqib's Provisional Government and did very well. In October 1921 he 
appointed Mutessarif of Mosul on probation for six months, bat refused to go 
without the salary of a full mutessarif. In the beginning of 1922 he went ar 
Motowarif of Karbala, was transferred to Muntafiq in January 1923, and to the 
Ministry of Interior a8 Director-General of General Administration in Juno of 
the same year. Appointed Mutessarif of Mosul in January 1924. A capable and 
well-intentioned cfficial withont much streagth of character. Minister of 
Interior, January 1925, Minister for Justice, November 1929, 

‘Went out of office with the resignation of Naji Pasha's Cabinet in March 
1920, Has not held any other Cabinet post since. Flas an adequate pension, 
Appointed Chief Administrative Inspector, Grade 1. November 1 

He was appointed Minister of the Interior in the Cabinet farmed by Tamit- 
a1Madfai in March 1935, but resigned with all his colleagnes twelve days Inter 
Elected a Deputy for Bagdad in the general elections of August 1935. Appointed 
Gomptrolier-General of Accounts in December 1987, in mucesion to Taufg-al- 
Suwaidi 

6 Abdul Mak Hafdh—Born abont 1897 in’ Mosul. Son of the Inte 
Muhammad Ali Fadhil, who was for some time a Senator. Edncated in Paris. 
Where he qualified asa dentist, Me alsa studied political economy. He obtained 
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@ degree in political science. Became Deputy for Mosul in 1926’ and after- 
wards lost his seat. He then set up @ dental clinic in Bagdad. Again elected 
Deputy in 1933. In 1935 he was appointed Iraqi Consul in Paris, but did not 
stay there long, and in September 1935 he became Director-General of Commerce. 
His subsequent posts were Consul-General, Beirut, 1988-39; Consul-General, 
Bombay, 1989-40; Director-General of Revenue, 1941. Tn July 1942 he became 
Ministet of Economics and Minister for Foreign’ Affairs in October 1942. A fat, 
genial personality with wider horizons than most Iraqi 

Appointed Minister of Education in Jane 1943 and was well spoken of by 
Be a advisers, Resigned with the whole of Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet in 
June 


7. Abdul Latif Nuri—Born in Bagdad 1868, Gazetted as ollicer in the 
Turkish army in 1908. Joined the Iraqi army in 1921, Promoted agid 
(licutenant-colonel) in 1020 and eaim (colonel) in 199. He has held the command 
‘of the Northern and Southern Districts, and has passed the senior and junior 
aflicors courses, and was posted to the ‘Northern District in 1983. Promoted 
amir Gua (brigadier in, 188 

Joined General Bakr Sidqi as leader of the army revolt against Yasin-al 
Hashimi in October 1938, and become Minister of Defence in the Government 
formed by Hikmat Sulaiman, 

Resigned after the murder of Bakr Sidqi in August 1937 and was then 
placed on retired pay. 

Loft Iraq in the samo year for medical treatment and lived abroad. While 
in horpital in Damascus be waa placed under arrest by the British military 
‘authorities when Syria war es in June 1941, but was allowed to return to 
Iraq. in September 1041, xince when he has been living quietly in Bagdad on his 
pension, 


Abdul Makai (Saiyid), 
influential 


1934 
He was a strong partisan of Yaxin Pasha and a member of tho Executive 
Committee of the party of National Brotherhood (Hizb al-Ikba-al- Watani) 
After the diseolution of the party in 1935 he played no part in polities, until 
thainber in December 1937. 
tar * ituency in June 1988 
ry 1941 became Minister o n the Cabinet of Taha al 
Hashimi. “Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet when Rashid AN weve power 
il, Appointed Minister of Exonomict in the Cabinet for Nori os 
i April “Appoinix nics in the Cabinet formed by Nuri 
Made Senator October 1041 
ppoint ister of Communications and Works in February 142 
Resigned in November 1942 as a result of a 1 qua h Tabsi 
the Minister of Education. a 


9, Abdul Qadir-al-Giloni—Elder brother of Yusuf Gilani. Horn Bagdad 
1904,” Entered Government service 1926, and shortly afterwards wax appointed 
attaché in the Iraqi Legation in London. While in London he studied at the 
London Sobol of Economics. Speaks good English. 

Appointed third secretary at Iraqi Legation in Cairo 1934. Promoted second 
seoretary 1988. On many occasions he was in charge of the legation and main: 
tained excellent relations with the British Embassy. In Rypt he married an 
{icyptian tel of good family and was popular in Eayptian society. "Appointed 
Master of Ceremonies at the Royal Palace, April 1940, where he appeared likely 
to exercise a good influence, 

._, These, hopes were, however, disappointed, and he associated himself closely 
with Rashid Ali when the latter became Prime Minister in March 1941, and during 
the rebellion led by Rashid Ali in May 1941. When it collapsed he took refuce 
in Persia: After the Allied occupation of Persia he was arrested by the British 
forces, and after some months’ internment in Ahwaz he was sent to Sonthern 
Rhodesia. Was sent back to Iraq with the other Iraqi internces for trial in 
April 1944, 

10. Abdul Quiliral-Rashid-—Swoni of Bagdad, related to the Gilani 
family. Born 1804. Speake English well. Di 

Appointed secretary to the Council of Ministers in 1924 in succession to 
Hussein Afnan, Remained in that post, the duties of which he discharged with 


a1 


Roteworthy tact and efficiency, until November, 1992, when he was appointed 
Minister for Foreign Aflairs in Naji Shaukat's Cabinet. Resigned with Cabinet 
in March 1933. Was appointed an assistant manager in the Rafidain Oil 
Company in October 1933, 


ferbela and Diyala. Appointed Minister of Social Affairs by 
Nuri Said in November 1043, "Ineflective and lacking in personality, he hevan 
4 Minister only because no other eligible Shi'ah could be found. 
Lost his portfolio when Nuri Pasha reformed his Cabinet in December 1943, 


12, Abdul Wahid Shaikh —Chief of the Fatlah tribe, son of Haji Silckar, 
‘once the mast powerful sheikhs on the Euplirates, Abdul Wahid cultivates 
éxtensive properties on the left bank of the Mishkab from Abu Sukbair to the 
Ibrahim. ‘Throughout recent years be has steered his course with a view to 
haintain to the utzwost his political and tribal influence. His support and loyalty 
Were carefully cultivated by King Feisal, and all political parties have thought 
it worth while to try to make film an adherent. He has many friends and many 
bitter enemies, and is reputed to deal harably with his fellaheea. 

He was prominent as a leader of discontent in tho Middle Euphrates area 
in the spring of 1995, working with Rashid Ali-al-Gilani to overthrow Ali 
Taudat’s Cabinet, 

He bad much influence during Yasin-al-Hashimi’s tenure of office, but, so 
sed i that after Yasin's fall in Optber 1986 he was afraid to return to his 
trike, 
He was elected to the Chamber in February 1987, but in July 1987 he was 
arrested and imprisoned for fomenting tribal disturbances in Diwaniyah, After 
the fall of Hikmat Sulaiman's Government in August 1937 he was released from 
Prison, but kept under surveillance first in Sulaimani and later in Samawa, 

Ho was permitted to return to his home in July 1988 and elected Deputy for 
Diwaniyah in June 1999, 
__ In April and May 1941 he closely supported Rashid Ali. In Angust he was 
interned in Fao and in December transferred to Samarra. He continued, never 
Abele to Keop touch with his friends and supporters, among whom Haman 
Suhail, of the Beni Tamim, was prominent, 

‘Transferred to the internment camp at Amara in the summor of 1042, 


18. Abdullah-al-Domluji—Formerly called Abdullah Said Effendi, Born 
1895. A native of Mosul.” Studied medicine in Constantinople and calls hitaelt 
dootor, though it is believed that he did not graduate. Seems to have been 
serving in the Turkish army when Tbn Saud occupied Hassa in 1919, and to have 
transferred his allegiance to Tha Saud. Seon rave to a position of influence in 
Tha Sand’s Court, and came to Bagdad as his unofficial representative in. 1921. 
Was Thn Saud's Minister for Foreign Afairs in 1922 and signed the Uqair 

| Went with the Amir Feisal-al'Saud to London in 1996, and took part 
iations leading to the conclusion of the Treaty of Jedda in 1927. 
After this his influence ‘waned owing to the intrigues of Fuad Hamza and 
Yusuf Yasin. k 
Angust 1928 he represented the Conrt of Nejd, the Hojaz and its 
dependencies at the Medina Railway Conference at Haifa. The conference was 
4 allure, ti when tended, instead of returning to the Haz, Abdollah 
Dana ame to Bagdad posting his resguation to thy Saud. Atrived Bagdad, 
Septeniber 1928. Appointed Iraqi Consul-General, ‘Cairo, in 1930, recalled 
October 1990, and appointed Mintster for Foreign Affairs’ ‘This at frst. was 
resented by Thn Saud, and for a short time Damluji’s presence atthe head of the 
Tragi Ministry for Foreign Affairs seemed likely to embarras Nejdi and Iraqi 
relations, but when Nuri Pasha ited Jedda in April 1931 Ibn Saud stated 
that he no longer wished to raise any objection to Dainluji’s appointment. | Was 
left ont of office when Nuri. Pasha reformed his Cabinet in October 1931. 
Appointed Director-General of Health, July 1932, and succeeded Safwat Pasha 
as Court Chamberlain at the end of 1058. ; 

Returned to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Jamil-al Madfai's second 

net in February 1034; resigned in July and was reappointed. Direitor 
Goueral of Health in September. - ra? : 

He was suspended in 1095 and tried for misappropriation of public funds, 
He was acquitted and reinstated in his post at the end of December, but resigned 
8 few months later. 
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For nearly two years he remained out of public life, but in July 1987 he was 
appointed Master of Ceremonies at the Palace in succession to Abbas Mahdi. 

He headed the Iraqi representatives at the funeral of Ataturk in November 
1988, Soon after Nuri-al-Said became Prime Minister in December 1998 he was 
removed from the Palace to an obscare appointment in the Health Department, 
which was later abolished 

Appointed Director-General of Social Affairs and Health in November 1941 

‘Appointed Minister for Foreign Aifairs in February 1942 

Resigned in June 1042. 


14. Abdullah Qassad.—Sunni of Bagdad, Born 1900, the son of an Alim 
Shaikh, Abbas Amin-al-Fatwa, Nephew of Abdul Aziz Qassab, g.e. Educated 
in Bagdad, geaduated frous the Law College in 1928 and entered the Civil Service. 
Became Qulmaqam of Samarra in 1936 nnd later became Director of Tribal Affairs 
in the Ministry of the Interior, 

"Apporited Mutesarrif of Kerbala in October 1941 and was transferred to 
Diwaniyah « month later. Did well as a Mutesarrif and joined Nuri Said’s 
Cabinet as Minister of Interior in October 1043. Quiet and efficient with no 
marked potitical leanings, Resigned with the whole Cabinet, in December 1943 
and was. dropped from Nuri’ immediately following Cabinet, Appointed 
Mutonarrif of Mowul in March 1944, 


endly_ relations were establiabed with him 
control wax exorcined in his tribal area, In 120 he was impl 
of two British officials, He and Faris Agha of Bera Kapri were declared outlaws 
with n price on thelr heads, and Barzan was destroyed by troops, but his county 
was not occupied, Tn 1022 he welcomed Turkish agents into Harosh and Mazuri 
Bala, and in Soptednber 1022 his men made an unsuccesaful attack ou Amadiyah, 
‘A month later Barzan was again destroyed by the Royal Air Force co-operating 
with Avsyrian irregulars, Tn 1928, the Turks having been driven from Rowanduz, 
Sheikh Ahnjad turued on thoir retreating columns aud cate into Agra to make 
peace with the Anglo-eagi authorities, Hie oulawry was caceled and he wan 

rmitted to continue in unmolested control of his tribal villages nnd mountains 


n the eamma of 1081 be began s private war with s veighbouring chieftain of 


Baradoat, Sheikh Rashid of Lolan. He was everywhere sueceesful, drove Sheikh 
Rashid U flight juto Persia and set fire to his villages. Government intervention 
heoame necessary to restore order. Iraqi troops were concentrated early in 1932, 
and after some sharp Sighting, followed by intensive air action by the Royal Air 
Force, Sheikh Ahmad was defeated and driven across the Turkish border in June. 
Ilo and bis two brothers, Muhammad Sadiq and Mulla Mustafa, were interned 
for a Limo in Turkey, but the two latter contrived to find their way back into Uheir 
old haunte in the following winter. After holding out in the mountains for some 
months they surrendered and were pardoned in July 1983 and allowed to return 
to their villages, A short time aftorwards the Turks surrendered Sheikh Ahmad 
to the Fraqi Government on condition that bis life should be spared. For a little 
‘cover a year he lived in comfortable and honourable detention in Mosul, but in 
November 1934 it was found that ho was in colinsion with Khalil Khushawi, who 
vem dinturbing the peace of tho Barann area, and be was thereupon removed 
to Hilla 

Permitied to come to Bagdad in April 1989. A short while later he went 
fo live in Sulaimani. After the escape of Molla Mustafa from Sulaimant in the 
futuro of 1643 Shaikh Armad was removed to Hilla and remained there until 
‘a settlement was made with Mulla Mustafa in January 1944, Thereafter he wa» 
eimtted to return to Barzan. He is now heavily overshadowed ty Mulla 
Muntafa in Tocal tribal affairs 


16. Ahuiad Mukktiar Baby —Born about 1895. Sunni of the Baban family 
which is Kurdish in origin. He, himself, knows no Kurdish and has no racial 
interest in the Kurds. A lawyer hy profession, he served as a judge for many 
years. For a short time in 1042 he held the war-time post of Director-General 
of Supplies and in October 1942 he joined Nuri Said’s Cabinet as Minister of 
Social Adairs. A fortnight later he was transferred to Communications and 
Works, where he remained until the Cabinet was re-formed in December 1943, 
When he was appointed to the Ministry of Justice. He kept the same Ministry in 
Hamdi Pachachi’s Cabinet of June 1944 


17s Admad al Ravoi—Born about 1894. Sunni of Bagdad. Son of one 
of the ieading Sunni Alims. Became a police officer soon after the formation of 
the Iraqi Government and after reaching the rank of commandant served in 
several liwas asa mutessarif, In February 1939 he was made administrative 
inspector: and not long afterwards placed on pension, In June 1941, after the 
collapse of Rashid Ali’s rebel Government, he was recalled. to duty by Jamil 
Madiai and sade Director-General of Police. In this pasition he co-operated 
energetically with the British officials in eradicating pro-Nazi propaganda and 
intrigues and also gave his personal and official support to all plans for improving 
Anglo-Traqi relations. 


for Bagdad in October 1983, and retained this seat in the elections of 1034. 
Lout his veat in August 1935. J 
He és now an ageing man and is unlikely again to play a prominent part in 
politics. 
PotMade a Senator in May 1987. Resigned October 1937. Reappointed to 
Sonate January 1043 
Hix daughter Sabiha (a teacher on the Women’s ‘Training College) became 
the first. woman student in the Bagdad Law College in 1937. 


19. dAmad-é-Tanfg.=-A Kurdish notable of Suliman, born 1808, who bax 
had the advantage of a better education than tost of his contemporaries, He has 
hold a number of administrative appointments since the first days of the occupa. 
tion of the Suleiman Liwa,. Wax appointed mutessarif after the reoocupation 
of Suleimani in 1924. The Traqi Government have several times endeavoured to 
replace him hy others less sympathetic to Kurdikh aspirations, but those chosen 
have not been successful, Ahmad Beg hax now (1033) been mutessarif without 
interruption since 1030,” He ix cunuected by marriage with the ruling families 
6f tho Pizhder Ceibe, and owns property in the Surdash nahivah, A pleasant and 
Presentable man, who has always been popular with British civil and military 
‘officers 
‘Transferred as mutessarif to Arbil in April 1985, ; 

Mule an administrative inspector April 1939,, Placed on pension in spring 

of 1940, 


20, Admad Zaki-al-Khaiyat—Shiah Baghdad). Born 1896, Educated 
gdad Taw School. Has held the following: posts : Seoretary of the Ministry 
‘of Education, consul-general at Mubammerah and Bombay, kalmakat in several 
laces, Mutossari{ of Kut and Hillah and Land Settlement Oficer. Appointed 
jreotor-General of Posts and. Telegraphs in July 1937, 
Dismissed from his post in June 191 on account of the support which he 
had given to Rashid Ali's régime in May. 


21. Akram Muchtay—Born Bagdad 1903, Moslem Sunni. Brother of Talit: 
Mushtaq (7-e). Gazetted officer in army 1927. Passed through Cranwell, and 
Appointed ta Royal Iraqi air force in 1930, Promoted captain 1932, Took an 
‘active part in the coup d'Etat of October 1936. Promoted major 1937 and 
Tiewfenant-colonel in 1938. Appointed Commander of Iraqi air fore. in 
September 1937. Retained this post until April 1949, when he was relieved of 
his command and commission and appointed Director of Ciyil Aviation. Married 
A danghtor of Sheikh Abmad-al-Sheikh Daud in spring of 1940, 


22. Ali Joudat—Sunni, of humble Mosnl origin. Born 1886, Officer in 

© Turkish army, fought at Shuaibah; subsequently surrendered to the Britixh 
And spent most of 1915 at Basra. Was there employed to encourage Turkish 
‘prisoners to join the Sheriff, He was a member of the Ahd-al-Iraqi, After 
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he war he was Military Governor of Aleppo after the resignation of Jafar Pasha 
ly in 1020, and was sabsequently in Dair. Returned to Bagdad with the Amir 
Keisal in June 1921, and in October 1921 was given the post of Mutessarif of 
Hillah, which he held till September 1922. He took a very active part in the 
(i-mandate agitation, and was finally dismissed (on the advice of the: High 
Commissioner) for defrauding the Treasury by underestimating revenue 
on aupporters of his political views. tn January 1923 ho was appointed 
Mutessarif of Karbala in the hope that he might be able to reconcile the 
mujtahids, He was unsuccessful, and in May was transferred to Muntafiq, where 
he did very well, Minister of Tnterior in the Askari Cabinet, November 1923- 
July 1924, and voted for the treaty. Appointed Mutessarif of Diyala, and later 
of Basra.’ In early 1930 was made Director of the Ministry of the Interior. 
Minister for Finance under Nuri Pasha, March 1930. Resigned from Nuri 
Pasha’s Cabinet in September 1980, as a protest against the Anglo-Iraqi Treat) 
of that year, and his seat in the Chamber in 1931, together with Rashid Ali-af- 
Gilani ‘and Yasin-al-Hashimi in March 1982. Re-elected for Mosul 1933. 
Appointed principal private secretary to the King, March 1933. Became Prime 
Minister and Acting Minister of the Interior in Angust 1934. Was forced to 
resign in February 1935 on account of the agitation worked up against him 
throughout the country by Yasin-nl-Hashimi and Rashid Ali-al-Gilani, He was 
made President of the Chamber in March 1935 and appointed Traqi Minister in 
Tondon in August 1935. ‘Transferred to Paris in December 1996 
He came to Bagdad on leave in October 1997 and decided not to return to his 
post at Paris 
Appointed Minister for Forcign Affairs in Nuri-al-Said's Cabinet in April 
1030, "Rosiqned with whole Cubiost in February 1040. ee 
Atter Rashid Ali's coup d’Réat in April 1941 ho escaped to Basra, joined 
the Regent and accompanied His Highness to Jerusalem. “We returned to Taq 
after the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion and was appointed Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in June 1041 
Resigned with te whole Cabinet in October 1041 
jas A non, Nizar, who was educated at Downing College, Cambrid 
Appointed traqi Minister at Washington in Mareh 1943 te 
ine intereated hinwelf in conducting propaganda in the United St 
make better known the Arab aide af the Palestine gestion al 


| 28. Ali Mahmud Shaikh Alio-Born 1902 Sunni Arab connected with the 
[itaid ibe | Genduated at the Bagdad Law School in 1023 and practinnd as a 
Inwyer for about thitteen years. He also learnt to speak English and French 
Ho became well known as an extreme Nationalist and contributed many articles 
to the newspaper the stiglal attacking Brit policy im Iraq. Ho was arrested 
in 1824 on account of his agitation against the dest Anglo-Irdqi Treaty, but wee 
‘acquitted on trial. He was brought before the courts 1930 for a similarly 
violent agitation against the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance signed in tat year 
‘and sentenced to a short term of imprisonment, He has twice been elected to the 
Chamber of Deputies. He was one of the members of the delegation of Traqi 
notables which visited Palestine and Egypt in 1936, and a short time after his 


rotumn he wax pointed (through the personal influence of Yasin-al-Hashimi, the 


Primo Minister) to judgeship in the Court of Appeal. Tn this post h 
tnore' talent and good. sense’ than was to be expected ‘rom 'his past careee 
Appointed Minister of Justice in Hikmat Sulaiman's reorganised Cabinet in 
one a7, Hegned Angust 1087 and returned to the Bar 
Banished from Bagdad by Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabivet in November 1938, 
but was permitted to return when Nuri-al-Sa 
1038, Tn Febroary 1939 he was a 
ig this appointment 
gad to be Director-General of Customs 
his political prejudices to colour too 


Handed over to the British 
the entry of British forces 
and thence sent to Southern 
nied over to the Traqi court 


following May. 
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Ali Mumfaz—Born 1901. Sunni of Bagdad. Belongs to the Daftari 
Graduated at Bagdad Law College and entered Government service in 
1920, Married a daughter of Yasin-al-Hashimi in 1983. Appointed Director- 
General of Revenues in 1936, but was obliged to leave Iraq for a time when Bakr 
Sidgi overthrew Yasin-al-Hashimi’s Government in 1936. In January 1939 he 
‘was reappointed Director-General of Revenues by Nuri-al-Said’s Cabinet. 
Appointed Minister of Finance in the Cabinet formed by ‘Taba al Hashimi 
in February 1941. Resigned with the whole Cabinet in April after Rashid Ali's 
coup d'Btat. In May 1941 he was appointed director of the newly-created 
fidain Bank, and in October he became Minister of Finance in the Cabinet 
formed by Nuri-al-Said. 
Resigned in October 1942 largely on account of his inability to get on with 
Saleh Jali, then Minister of the Interior. 
Made Minister of Finance in Nuri Pasha’s ninth Cabinet in December 1943. 
Headed Iraqi delegation to Middle East Financial Conference in April 1044 
Resigned with the whole of Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet in June 1944, 


‘25. Amin-al-U'mari.—Born Mosul 1889 of the notable aan of the Umaris. 
Passed out of the Military College in Bagdad in’ 1900 and then entered the 
‘Artillery School in Constantinople, where he remained for three years, Gazetted 
fecond lieutenant in 1909 and posted to Adana. Later ho served in 1910 
Operations against the Shammar and in 1911 and 1912 against the tribes in 
ymawa, Abu Sukhair and Rumaitha, Entered the Turkish Staff College in 1912. 

Fought in the Balkan war and was tentioned in despatches for good work on 
the Chitaljab lines, After the war of 1014-17 bo took part (with Jamil-ll 
Mad{ai) in the Arab insurrections at Deir-ez-Zor and ‘Tell Afar, He returned 
to Mosul after the general amnesty in 1920 and joined the Iragi army at the 
‘time of its formation, He was promoted Assistant Chief of the General Staff in 
1935 and General Officer Commanding the Northern Area in 1937, In August 
1937 he refused to carry ont the orders given to him by the Government to arrest 
‘Atumber of oficers charged with co-operating in Bakr Sidqi’s murder, and (his 
fuccessful deBance brought about the fall of Likmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet, Soon 
aftor, when Jamil-al-Madfai came into office, Amin-al-Umari was transferred to 
Command of the Bagdad District 

Went to Europe on leave in the winter of 1938 to undergo medical treatinent, 
Asa soldier he is out of date nnd obstinately’ refuses to. moderni 
Lnctical ideas. Was relieved of his command and placed on pension in February 
O40 because of the influence which be andeavoued to exercise in political matters 
‘outside his proper xpbere 

Appointed CGS. in Jung 1041 . 

Phived ‘on. pension in Noveumber M1 becatise it seemed that he! was 
endeavouring to organise a now military clique to interfere in politics, 


26. Amin Zaki Sulainon—A Moslem (Sunni) of Turkoman origin, Born 
1887 in Bagdad. Received his military training in Istanbul and appointed! wesond 
ioutenant in the Turkish army in 190. . 

He joined the Iraq army in 1921 as a captain, and was promoted major in 
1026 and lieutenant-colonel in 1930, when he was placed in command of the 
4th Iraqi Infantry Battalion 4 

He was promoted colonel in 1984 and appointed to the command of the 
Northern Division with headquarters at Mosul, and a month tater he was 
appointed quarter-master-general, In October 1985 he was given the command 
of the Euphrates Division, Diwaniyah. Promoted brigadier in June 1936, 

He was much opposed to the Beke Sidqi régime in 1936. He remained with 
the Euphrates Division until August 1887, when he was appointed (.0.C., the 
2nd Division, Kirkuk, which position he was still holding when he was appointed 
acting C.G.S. in March 1940, Promoted major-general in June 1940, 

fie is now 53 years old and is the scnior officer now serving in the Iraq 
army. Is a staunch supporter of Taha-al-Hashimi, and is considered a capable 
officer and a strict disciplinarian, but is generally unpopular in the army with 
both officers and men, (Written in 1940, rae 

Under pressure from Salah-ud-Din Sabbogh, be threw in bi lot with Tashi 
Ali in April 1941 and signed a proclamation charging the Regent with treason 
azuinat the State. He Sed to Persia when. British treope advanced on Bagdad 
at the end of May and fell into our hands when British and Russian troops 
ocoupied Persia in August 1941, After provisional internment in Ahwaz, he 
‘was sent to Southern Rhodesia. Sent back to Iraq for retrial in March 1942, and 
in May was sentenced by a military court to five years’ imprisonment, 
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27, Arshad-al-U'mari—Of the well-known Umari family of Mosul. Born 
1888. ‘Trained as an engineer in the days of the Turk. Municipal engineer in 
Constantinople. Stalf olficer during the war. Speaks French and understands 

Member of the first Iraqi Parliament and supporter of Abdul 

Appointed by latter first Iraqi Director-General of Posts and 
Telegraphs. Made Amin-al-Asimah (Mayor of Bagdad), November 1931, and 
during his two-year tenure of that appointment did much for the improvement 
of the amenities of Bagdad. Was appointed Director of Irrigation in November 
1983, Joined Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet in August 1934 as Minister for Economics 
‘and Communications. Resigned with the Cabinet in February 1935 and remained 
without a post until May 1996, when he was appointed Director-General: of 
Municipalities. “In Noveriber 1996 he ayain became Mayor of Bagdad, in which 
capacity he is well known and liked by most of the foreign community. He has 
proved himself a good friend to Great Britain. 

Following the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion in May 1941, when Rashid 
Ali and his Cabinet fled to Persia, Arshad Beg formed a Committee of Internal 
Security to conclude an armistice with the British forces and to maintain order 
‘until the return of the Regent. 

In November 1941 he was reappointed Lord Mayor of Bagdad. Has dane 
tnuch to emtellish Bagdad by opening up new roads and layiog out public 
gardens 

As president of the Tragi Red Crescent Society he has shown himself very 
willing 19 co-operate with the organisers of all kinds of war charity: work, 

Ih June 1044 ho joined Hamdi-al-Pachachi’s Cabinet as Miniator for 
Foreign Affairs and acting Minister of Supplios, 


25, Avim-al-Nayib, Saiyid.—The fourth son of Saiyid Abdul Rahman and 
younger brother of Saiyid Mahmud. Bora Bagdad 1870. Appointed Naqib on 
the death of Saivid Mahmud in July 1936. A man of little character, but he has 
suconxsfully acquired the conventional appearance of a Sunni Alim and holy man 


29. Ala Amin—-Rorn 1897, Appointed secretary to the Imgi Legation in 
London, September 1082, on transfer from a consular post at Angora 
Tn the summor of 1933 it was discovered that be had, while in Turkey, 
marriod one of the sisters of the Amir Zaid, a younger brother of King Faisal 
garded as a scandal at the time, bot Inter on he was forgiven. 
retary to the Iraqi Legation at Rome, Ovtobsr 1934, 
Tr d don a¥ counsellor in August 1935. Transferred to Paris as 
chargé Waffuires in Angust 1038 and to Berlin in February 1939. 
in July 1989 ho returned to Rome and remained there until June 1940. when 
ho was transferred to London ax chargé d'affaires. Returned to Bagdad, and 
was appointed Director-General at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
October 1943. 


0. Babekr Agha—A powerful chief of the Pizhder (Kurdish) tribe of 
Qulah Diza (on the Lesser Zab River, north of Suleimani). Has always beon 
honest and friendly in his dealings with the Government, whether British or 
Iraqi, An able and most estimable man, who has been liked and respected by all 
who have had close contact with him. 

His rival for tribal influence is Abbas Mahmud Agha, who has al 
to be against the Government. Both, however, visited Bagdad in October 1933 
sand protested their loyalty and obedience to the Iragi Government 

He behaved well after the Iraqi Government established normal adminis. 
tration in the Pizhder area in 1938, 

On the outbreak of hostilities between Rashid Ali's rebel Government and 
the British forves jn May 1941, Babekr Agha, together with Sheikh Mahmud and 
many of the Sulaimani tribal chiefs, planned a revolt against the Government 

lid Ali's régime was, however, overthrown before their plans could 
materialive. 

He visited the ambassador in December 1941 and pledged himself to act 
always under British guidance 


31. Dwad-al-Haidari—Sunni of Bagdad. Born about 1850, Son of Thra- 
him Effendi, ex-Sheikh-al-Islam. The family comes from Arbil, where Ibrahim 
Effendi has a small Daud Pasha was a Deputy and an aide-de-camp 
to the Sultan Abdul Speaks Turkish better than Arabic, He was in 
Constantinople during the war, and returned to Bagdad in 1921. Appointed, in 
ctober 1922, Amin-al-Umana (Chamberlain) in the King’s palace. Member for 
Arbil in the Constituent Assembly, March 1924, and Vice-President. Voted for 
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the treaty 1924. Hazb-al-Shab and opposed treaty of 1 
tunder Tauliq Suwaidi, Aprit-November 1929, Disliked and di 

Re-elected to Chamber of Deputies to represent. Arbil in general election of 
1990, but has not held Cabinet appointment since Taufiq Suwaidi’s Cabinet 
resigned in August 1929, In 1930 became lawyer for the British Oil Development 
Company in Bagdad, and has done quite well out of this work, Was not elected 
tothe Chamber in the elect onal 1434. ite ies ldeselioea shades 

‘Appointed Iraqi Minister at ‘Tehran in June 1941, Appointed Minister o 
Tusticr in February 1942, but was squcezed out of the Cabinet in June, 1048 
because of his intrigues against the Prime Minister. He was immediately 
appointed a Minister Grade I in the Foreign Service en disponibilité, Posted 
to London as Minister in October 1943, He took an active part in founding the 
Anglo-Traqi Society in England. 


32; Duad-al-Sedi, Saiyid-—Suoni of Bagdad. Born about 1887. Promi 
deat extremist. Lawyer. Usually connected with all Nationalist agitations and 
intrigues. Elected to the Chamber for Hillah in August 1935, anne 

“Appointed public prosecutor in August 196 ly Yasin-al-Hashimi's Cabinet 
Resigned in December after Yasin's fall 

‘Blevted to the Chamber for Kut an December 1937 and again in June 1939, 
Banished from Bagdad by Jamil-al-Madfai in December 1933, Int returned ax 
moon as Nuri-al-Said became Prime Minister. 

‘An active supporter of Rashid Ali in.1941, be fled to Persia at tho ond of 
May after the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion, He was hauded over to. the 
British military authorities by the Persian Government after the entry of British 
forces into Peraia in September 1041. Imprisoned at Ahwaz and then sent to 
Southern Rhodesia for intersment, Brought back to Bogdad for trinl in 
March 1944. 


33. Fadhil Jamali Dr—Born Kadhimain 1902. Shiah. Educated at the 
American University of Beirut 1921-27, Columbia University, New York, 
1997-20, Wrote a thesis on education among the tribes for his doctorate. On 

Teturn to Traq he was appointed to the Ministry of Education. In 1083 he 
was made Director-General of Insteuction, He has-a natural predilection for 
American methods and is a slisciple of Mr. Dewy. 

In carly 1938 be w ed by the British Council to visit the United 
Kingdom to study British educational methods, He was well entertained and 
shown the best colleges and schools of all kinds, As a result he became far more 
favourably disposed towards Lritish education, ts 

‘Although he poved as pro-British and generally collaborated in a friendly 


manner with the Emiassy in developing the work of, the British Council, he 
lep! 


PANDOL escay ponsibility for the ible state of education in Iraq. He 
‘was determined to do his utmost to resist British influence and oppostd the 
‘ppointinent of « British adviser and the establishment of a boarding school on 
public school lines under British control. He was finally transferred from his 
post of director-general and appointed counsellor at the Iraq Legation 
Washington in January 1943, bat at the end of May he was still in Bagdad 
hoping to contrive somehow to return to @ post in Education. A year later he 
wax still in Bagdad as transport by air vould not be found to take hit and his 

to the United States, He has a Canadian wife, and is on friendly terms 
with the United States Legation, 


‘34. Pahmi-al-Mudarris—Born about 1874. Superintendent of the Govern- 
ment press under the Turkish régime. Joined the Amir Feisal in Syria and was 
with him in London in 1920. Appointed Chamberlain on King Feisal’s. accession. 
‘Was in close toach with the extreme Nationalists in 1992, and at the High 
Commissioner's request was dismissed from the Palace. In June 1924 he was 
‘appointed rector of the Al-al-Bait Theological College, but lost this post in 1930 
When the college was closed. In March 1992 he was expelled from Bagdad to 
Arbil on acconnt of his subversive political activities, but was permitted to return 
to the capital a month later. Since then he has not been prominent in politics, 
but frequently contributes articles to the press in which he expounds Nationalist 
views. 

Appoitited rector of the Al-al-Rait Theological College in 1987. Was placed 
‘on pension a year later 


35. Hamdi Pachachi—Born about 1890. Sunni of Bagdad. Belongs to 
the Pachachi family, who are one of the richest families of the city. He himself 
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‘owns valuable property in the town and also agricultural land outside in the liwa. 
In the early days of the creation of the Iraqi State he had the reputation of being 
4 young hot-bead and a leader of the extreme nationalists. Became Minister for 
Augaf in June 1925 under Abdul Muhsin al Sadon, and resigned with the 
Cabinet in November 1926, After this he remained outside politics for many 
Pyare, but returned to public life as Minister for Social Adairs in Taba al 

lnshimi’s Cabinet in February 1941. He took no part in Rashid Ali's 
adventures in May 1941 and in November 1941 was elected President of the 
Chamber. Ho was re-elected to: this position in November 1942. Ceased to be 
President of the Senate when he became temporarily Minister of Economics in 
December 1048, Was not reappointed a Minisier in Nuri's ninth: Cabinet 
formed on the 25th December, 1943. Sucéeeded Nuri Said as Prime Minister 
in June 194, 


38. Hasna Khaiyat—Syrian Catholic of Mosul. Born 1884. Medical 
diploma at Beirut and Paris, much medical and administrative experience and 
extremely able on both sides, “Head of the Mosul Hospital under the Government 
of Occupation. Appointed Minister of Health 1921. When the Ministry was 
abolished in 1922 he accepted the post of Director of Medical Services. Speaks 
excellent Fronch, Appointed Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign 
AMffnirs October 1981, "Appointed Inspector-General of Health in 1938. Became 
director of the Bagdad General Hospital and dean of the Royal Medical Coll 
in September 1934. Appointed Tnepector.General of Health September I 
Inspoetor-General of tt Ministey of Sovial Affaire in December 

Placed on pension at the end of 1940. Resppointed Director-General of the 
Minintry of Social Affaire and Director-General of Health in July 1941. 

Appointed Direotor-General of Posts and Telegraphs in January 1943, 

Headod Tragi delegation to Arab Medical Congress 1943, Elected a Deputy, 
Ontobor 1943, Became an invalid in April 1064. 


87, Hikmat, Sulaimon—Sunni. Born 1886. Director of Education in 
Bagdad under tho Turks, Also Assistant Governor. Member of C.U.P. Was in 
Constantinople at the titne of the eecupation. Returned in January 1921 and was 
‘candidate for the Ministry of Education. Made Director of Posts in April 
1922 and Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs in April 1923, Minister of 
Interior in the secoud Sadun Cabinet. Lost his seat in the Chamber in the 

election of 1930, but became Minister for Interior in March 1933. 
igned from Cabinet with Rashid Ali in October 1933, and from Chamber in 
November 1033. He played an active att in oranising intensive opposition to 
‘Ali Jandat’s Cabinet in the early months of 1036, but refused office in the Cabinet 
formod by Yasin Pasha after Ali Jaudat’s fall.’ Paid a long visit to Turkey in 
the summer of 1989 and returned full of praise for modern Turkish methods 
{In the autumn of 1955 he was offered the portfolio of the Ministry of Justice, bat 
did not accopt it. Ts very influential in political circles, where bis intelligence te 
rmuich res 

In October 1936 he joined with Bakr Sidgi in the plot which resulted in the 
successful military revolt against Yasin-al-Hashimi’s Government, and upon 
Yasin's resignation he became Prime Minister. He remained in office until 
August 1937 when, after the marder of Bakr Sidgi, he and his Cabinet resigned. 
Ax 1 Prime Minister he was disyppointing: “His intentions were excllent, bat 
his impatience with detail and administrative routine, coupled with the malign 
influence exercised by Bakr Sidgi over the Cabinet, prevented him from achieving 
anything of importance. 

‘A well-mannered man of wide Liberal views, 

Tn 1938; though he took no active part in politics, he was on the alert to keep 
Nuri-alSaid from returning to power. When Nuri-al-Said formed a Govern. 
ment in December 1933, he sent messages of goodwill to Hikmat and later calls 
were exchanged between Hikmat and Sabah, Nuri's son. In apite of thele 
reconciliation, he was arrested early in March 1939, tried by court-martial for 
treason and sentenced to death. ‘This was at the sumo time commuted to five 
fears’ imprisonment. In the summer of 1939 he was removed to Sulaimani, where 
Iwas interned in a comfortable house, 

In April 1941 was released by Rashid Ali and allowed to go to Persia, where 
he remained throaghout the May rebellion. He afterwards returned to Bagdad 
and gradually began to take part in social life. 

. He is now (1044) a flourishing farmer and apparently determined to give up 
politics altogether 








he was made — 
with good manners. He speaks ng! hing | 
military revolt of October 1936, After the murder of Bakr Sidqi in August 1937 
he was appointed Chief of the General Staff. Relieved of his appointment and 
placed on pension in February 1940 for interference in politics. 


39. Ibrahim Akif-al-Alowsi—Sunni. Born Bagdad 1804. Educated 

jad and Turkey. Graduated from Medical College, Istanbul, 1916, and 
faite to Iraq, where be served in several places under the Turks, doing Iraqi 
Health Service, and served as Director of Health, Basra and Bagdad, wit 
conniderable success. 

Was Director-General of Public Health in May 1939 and afterwards 
Inspector-General of Health Services in Ministey of Social Affairs. Ho is 
secrotary-general of the Iraqi Red Crescent Sock x 
Sangh uisted Minister “of Education in “Haindi Pachachi’s Cabinot in 

une 1944 


40. Porahim Kawol—Sanni, Born 1805, Captain in the Shereefian ariny 
A very good offiorr in the Seld, where he commanded a hattalian. Wounded at 
the first battle of Maan. Legal officer to 0.C., Damascus, under Feisal’s nigimo 
Came to Trag, with Jamilal Madfal in 1610 making propaganda, for the 
Shereofians. Was afterwards at Dair, but not known to have participated in the 
attack on Tall Afar, He was in Damascus in April 1921, but subsequently 
returned to Lraq, and was said to be engaged in inciting people ayainst any form 
f British control, . Was appointed commandant of police, Bagdad, on the reaigna 
tion of Abdul Latif Felahi, He did well in’#ome ways and kept excellent 
discipline, bat was removed after innumerable complaints of various kinds, After 
leaving the police he took up the legal profession. Entered Parliament ax a 
Nationalist, but later gave up politics for a wellspaid and influential post in the 
Ministry of Finance. "Since then be has given no trouble. Appointed Diretor 
General of Customs and Excise in June 1934. 
Proved to be a vory efficient director, In November 1936, after Hikmat 
Sulaiman had had Rostam Haidar removed, Ibrahim Kamal wan appointed 
rincipal private secretary to King Ghazi. He was not happy in thie post for 
Feng and in July 1857 reverted to the Customs Department as Director-General 
Tn Angust 1987 he joined Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet as Minister of Kinance. 
Concluded convention for the south of Traq with the Traq Potroloum 


Company. 

Reaajgoed with whole Cabinet in December, 1938 after the military coup made 
against them by Nuri-al-Said. 

Tried by court-martial in February 1940 for being an accessory to the murder 
of Rustam Haidar and acquitted. > 

Appointed Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of Justice in the 
Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in June 1941, after the collapse of Rashid Ali's 
rebellion, A realist with strong views, he became dissatisfied with the Ciovern- 
ment's weakness and yacillation in dealing with the removal of pro-Nazi elements 
in the army and Administration and resigned from the Cabinet in September 
1041 

Made a Senator in January 1943. } 

In the Senate he has worked industriously on committees, and hax been an 
utepoken critto of Nuri Said's administration. Tis hopes. of becoming Pri 
Minister have not, however, been realised, mainly because he is not able to attract, 


colleagues to work with him. 


41. Jafar Abu Timman—Sbish of Bagdad. Born about 1885. Well 
educated, with a good deal of influence. Always a strong Nationalist, he joined 
with Yusuf Sawaidi, Muhammad Sadr, Sheikh Abmad Dand and Ali Bazirgan 
in the independence movement of 1920 sind actively incited the tribes to rebellion 
He evaded an attempted arrest in August 1920 and fled from Bagdad to Najaf. 
Returned in September 1921 and was energetic in promoting all Nationalist 
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movements, especially the anti-mandate agit 
April 1922 till the end of June, when he prolonged opposition 
to tho terms of the treaty. He then organised the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist 
party), of which he became general secretary. He was subsequently arrested and 
deported to Henjam, where he remained till May 1923. On his return to Bagdad 
he relapsed for a time into private life, and refused to join the Shiah Hizb-al- 
Nahithab, Returned to politics on his election to the Chamber in.a Bagdad 
by-election June 1925. Reformed the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist party) 
September 1928. ‘Telegraphed: congratulations to. the Labour party: on their 
success in the general election ia England in 1929. Lost his seat in the Chamber in 
the election of 1930, bat retaained active as the secretary-general of the Nationalist 
party. Resigned from the Nationalist party in October 1933; declaring that he 
‘was withdrawing from polities until there should be a change of heart among those 
in public life. He returned to active politics in January 1935 and joined with 
Yasin-al-Hashimi and Rashid Ali-al-Gilani in attacking Ali Jaudat’s Cabinet. 
Ho did. not, howovor, join them in the Cabinet formed after the latter's 
resignation, Elected president of the Bagdad Chamber of Commerce in November 
1996, 

During the summer of 1986 he became an active critic of Yasin-al-Hashimi's 
Administration and Jed a deputation to King Ghazi to protest against the severity 
of the monsures taken by the Government to suppress trikal disorders in 
Diwaniyah, In October, after Bake Sidqi’s successful military revolt, he joined 
Hikmat Sulaiman's Cabinot ax Minister for Finance. 

In June 19387 he resigned as a protest against the infhuence of Bakr Sidqi 
in Cabinet affairs, and the undue severity with which be considered that the 

ovornmont were conducting punitive operations against the trikes in Samawa, 
Made a Senator in February 1997, but lost his seat in the summer of the same 
your under article $1 of the Constitution. Since then he has withdrawn from 
political lite 

Tn chairman of the newly exiablished Vegetable Oil Extenction Company in 
Bagdad. 

42, Jafar Hamandi—Rorn 1804. At the time of the outbreak of war in 
1014 he wax achool-teacher in Bagdad. After the war he graduated at the 
Bagdad Law School and was appointed to a junior judgeship in Kadhimain 
Lator ho was given an appointment in the Ministey of Justice, In 1980 he was 
Utunaferred to the Ministry of the Interior and became kaimakam of Najaf, then 
after serving in seveenl otber districts he was made Mutessarif of Kut in 1036 
‘und was lator transferred to the same post in Hilla. He waa appointed Minister 
for Education in Hikmat Sulaiman’s Cabinet in June 1987. Resigned in August 
1937, and in September he was appointed Director-General of tribal aflaira in 
the Minixtry of the Interior, 

Appoitited Mutesarif of Kut September 1938, and transferred to Muntafiq 
February 1930. to Kerbala in Septomber 199 

Appointed Minister of Social Affairs in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai 
in June 1941 after tho collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion. Reaigned with the 
whole Cabinet in October 1941 

Appointed Mutewarif of Bagdad in Decembor 1941 

Rewigaed in October 1942. In enrly 1943 he recoived » substantial grant of 


Government lane in the Hillah liwa, Saleh Jabe as Minister of Finance helped 
him to obtain thi 


43. Jalal’ Babon.—Kurd of the Baba family. Born 1592. 

In tho early days of British occupation he was actively associated with 
extreme Nationalists and was deported to, Henjam in 1920. Released in 1921 
‘Appointed kalmakam in 1998 and continued to serve in Ue civil administration, 
holding the ports of mutesarif. in Nasiriyah, Karbala and Arbil until 
November 1932, when he became Minister of Economics and Communications in 
Naji Shaoknt!s Cabinet. Became Minister for Defence under Rashid 

Gilani in March 1998, Resigned with the latter in October 1989. 

od Minister for Education in February 1034, resigned with Jamil-al- 

1994, and was appointed Director-General of the 

ber 1934. Transferred to be Director-General of 

istry of Economies and Communications in June 1995. Appointed 
Director-General of Finance in December 1938. 

In August 1997 he joined Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet as Minister of 
Economies and Commanications. Madea Senator. Resigned from Cabinet ia 
May 1998 on nceount of insinuations made by his colleagues (not without reasob) 





BL 


that he had made a, corrupt agreement with a. Government. road: contractor. 
Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in September 1939; resigned 
with whole Cabinet in February 1940. 

Appointed Minister of Communications and) Works in the Cabinet of 
Jamil Madfai in’ June 1941, Resigned with the rest. of the Cabinet. in 
October 1941. 

In the sessions of 1941 and 1942 he was active in the Senate asa critic of 
Government measures. 

Appointed Minister of Fiance in June 1943, but resigned in October of 
the same year. 


4. Jamal Baban.—A Kurdish lawyer. Born 1800, Setved for some time 
asa judge in the Northern Liwas. Became Deputy for Arbil in the general 
election of 1925. Appointed Minister for Justice in Nuri Pasha's Cabinet March 
1930. Resigned with Nuri Pasha in October 1992. Reappointed Minister for 
Fustice in Jamil Madfai’s Cabinet in November 1933, Retained his portfolio 
When Jamil-al-Madfai reformed his Cabinet in February 1934 and remained at 
the Ministry of Justice in Ali Jandat’s Cabinet formed in August 1934. Resigned 
with the whole Cabinet. in February 1935, and in October joined the party 
‘organised by Jamil-al-Madfai to oppose Yasin Pasha. Owed his continued 
Presence in successive Cabinets perhaps more to the tradition that each Cabinet 
must have one Kurd than to his personal abilities 

Returned for Arbil in the elections of June 1930. 

After practising as an advocate, retried to publi life again by hit ap 
Ment as Minister of Social Affairs in the Cabluct formed hy Nari-al 
Ootober 1941. 

Resigned in October 1942 and began practising again as an adyooate 


45. Jomil-al-Rawi—A Bagdidi; torn 1892, oliver in th 
Sarin the Shereeian forces during the Arab revalt, Chief aide-de-camp to 
Ali in Jedda, and came to Leng with Hix Majesty after Ibn Siud’s conquest of 
Hejaz. Elected Deputy for Dolaim in the general election of 1928, became vice. 
resident of the Tagaddum party and Vice-President of the Chamber of Deputies, 
Minister for Communications and Works in Nuri Pasha's Cabinot formed: in 
March 1930, ecame Minister for Defence in Jannary 1931, but loat his portfolio 
Nuri Pasha reformed his Cabinet in October 1431, Appointed Muteaarit 
of Kirknk Joly 1932. Transferred to Kut in October 1085. Hix vorvices wet 
with by the Hashitni Cabinet in March 1986, In Decerbor 1086 hi 
was in Jerusalem and in touch with the Grand Mufti and the Arab movement it 
Palestine, Appointed Iraqi Chargé d’ Affaires in Jedda September 1900, 
Appointed consul-general at Jerusalem in July 141. Withdrawn in tho 
autumn of 1941 and was appointed Iraqi Minister at Jeddah in December 1049. 


46. Jamil-al-Mad/ai—Of Mosul, born about 1886, Led the party which in 
June 1920 came from Dair and called upon the tribes to rise against the British 
m the name of the Shoreef. Entered Tall Afar after the murder of Captain 
Stuart, which be had instigated. Styled himeelf leader of the Northern Mesopo- 
tamian army. On the approach of British troops from Mosul returned to Date. 
Returned to Traq 1923. Soon after, appointed mutessarif and saw service itt n 

her of different liwas. “Appointed Minister for the Interior under Nuri Pasha 
in March 1931. Became President of the Chamber in December 1930, followiny, 
afar Pasha’s resignation, Resigned October 1931, at the same time resigninye 
from Nuri Pasha’s party as a protest against the high-handed actions of Muzahim 
Beg Al Pachachi, then Minister for the Interior. Composed his quarrel with 
Nari Pasha in November and was reelected! President of the Chamber on the 
30th November. | Again elected President in November 1932 and March 1933 
Became Prime Minister in November 1933. Resigned in February. 1934, hut 
Fesumed office with a reformed Cabinet about ten days Tater. Resigned again in 
August 1934, but accepted portfolio of Defence in Cabinet. which was then formed 
by Ali Jandat. Became Prime Minister in March 1995, but. was forced to resign 
by Yasin Pasha’s agitation in the Euphrates after being in office for only twelve 
days In October 1935 revived the > party of National Unity as.an opposition to 
Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet, but received Tittle support. Declined an invitation to 
join the Cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulaiman in October 1938. In the winter 
‘of 1936-37 he went to the Yemen to ohtain the adhesion af the Imam to the Pact 
6f Arab Brotherhood, signed by Saudi Arabia and Iraq in April 1996, and in 
Anvgust 1937, after the resignation of Hikmat Sulaiman's Cabinet, he became 
Prime Minister. 
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He lacks administrative ability, bat is a figure in the political world. Is 
generally popular because he expresses his opinion in an honest, downright 
manner. 

‘Throughout 1938 he held his Cabinet together and carried on the govern 
iment of the country in difielt circumstances with success. Forced to resign. on 
the 25th December, 1938, by a military demonstration organised by Husain Fauzi, 
the Chief of the General Staff, and Taha-al-Hashimi in favour of Nuri-al-Said. 
Continues to enjay considerable political influence. 

When Rashid Ali seized power by a cowp d’ Etat at the beginning of April 
1941, Jamil Madfai fled to Basra, where he joined the Regent.- Both narrowly 
escaped capture by the Iraqi rebel troops and took refuge on a British warship. 
Thence they were flown to Palestine, where Jamil Madfai remained during 
Rashid Ali's rebellion of May. He returned to Iraq with the Regent on the 
‘collapse of the rebellion, and after considerable hesitation was persuaded to form 
fa Cabinet. Faced with the difficult task of restoring public confidence and 
security, be showed that he had lost his former resolution and energy. An 
‘ageing inan, susceptible to the intervention of others, he inclined towards a 
policy of appeasement. and refrained from drastic action against the pro-Nazi 
elements, Within these limits, however, he co-operated loyally wit 
Majesty's Government, and during the four months of his premiership con- 
ditions in Traq were Largely restored to normal. Feeling unable, however, to 
carry out the policy of strong action which was pressed on him from many sides, 
Jamil Madfai, together with the whole Cabinet, resigned in October 1941 

Sinoo then ho has beon active in the Senate. Th March-April 1943. he 
Vinited Syria, Transjordan and Egypt at tho request of Nuri Said to canvass 
support for the idea of an Arab congress to plan the closer union of all Arab 
States, Ho mot with little success but was pleased to have had atx opportunity to 
maintain his part as a veteran of the Pan-Arab movement, x 

Elected President of tho Senate in December 1943, in which position he used 
his influence against Nuri Pasha's Government. 

47. Jamibal-Wadi=-Sunni of Bagdad. Brother of Hamid-al-Wadi, aide- 
decamp to the Amir Abdullah, and Shakir-al-Wadi, formerly aide-de-camp to 


Appol 
ment (Tapu) in 1031, ¢ 

‘Appointed Minister for Justice November 1982. Resigned with Cabinet 11 
March’ 1933. Appointed Director-General of State Domains Lands (in, the 
Ministry of Finance) October 1983. Returned to the Ministry of Justice in June 
1934 aa member of the Court of Cassation, and a month Inter was appointed 
Chlet Buble Proveoutr.” Appointed Director-General of Poste and Telegraphe 
in April 1995, 

‘Kppointed principal private secrotary in the Palace in July 1037, but lost 
this post when Hikmat Salaiman’s Cabinet fell, and was into obscurity 
‘as an inspector in the Ministry of Justice. 

‘Appointed Director-General of Tapa in Janvary 1938, and of Land Settle: 
ment in August 1989 when the latter Department was amalgamated with Tapu. 

Tand Settlement was taken away from him in the autumn of 1941. Dishonest 
and corrupt. 

48. Kamil Chadirji-—Sunni, born Bagdad. 1901. brother of Rauf Chadirji 
His sister is the wife of Mahmud Subhi-al-Daftari, Educated locally aid 

raduated at the Law School. For a short time he held a minor post in the 
Ministry of Finance, but soon gave up the civil servies for jourvalism and 
political agitation. In 1090 he was editor of AT [MAo-al-Watani, and his paper 
Was suppressed for its attacks on Nori Said’s Government. Ho later edited 
Al AFhbar, which euflered the same fate ns Al Tkha-al-Watani. In May 1934 
he was convicted and fined £20 for publishing false news in a third newspaper, 
Sawit-ol-A hati, of which he was the responsible editor. Tn September of the samme 
ear he was arrested and charged with the publication of pamphlets attacking 

ing Ghazi, but he was released a few days later as there was no evidence against 
him. He holds left wing views on socinl and political questions. He was 
appointed Minister for Economics and Communications in the Cabinet. formed 
hy Hikmat Sulaiman in October 1936. 

‘He resigned in June 1937 on account of his disapproval of the Cabinet's 
policy on the Euphrates and left the country for several months 

“Riccurned iv the autamn of 1987 and:s00n becan to enconrize communistic 


p wanda. He supports the moderate group among the ‘* Communists " 
Fray nad ie the controller of the left-wing daily AU heli 
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49. Khalid Sulaiman—Brother of Hikmat Sulaiman (g:».)° Born 1877 
Returned in 1926 from Constantinople, where he had spent Coron his life 
commerce. Was Minister for Edaeation under Taufiq Sawaidi in April 1020 
In the reshuffle of portfolios which followed Abdul Muhsin Beg’s suicide in 
November 1929, Khalid Beg was made Minister for Irrigation and Agricalture 
under Naji Pasha Suwaida. A pleasant, honest and likeable man, bat has no 
influence in politics. Appointed Director-General, Public Works. Department, 
January 1932. Transferred to be Director-General of Poste and Telegraphs in 
September 1954, Appointed Iraqi Minister at Tehran March 1935, 
Retired in March 1939 and now lives on his pension 


50. Khalid Zahawi—Sunni, Born 1889. Entered Military College at 
Constantinople in 1903. Served in the Turkish army until 1924, ” Joined Iraq 
army and was appointed aide-de-camp to the late King Faisal 1. Promoted to 
coloael in 1931 and appointed Commandant of tho Military College, - Went. to 
the Staff College, Camberley, in 1934 and on his return was made a brigadier and 
‘appointed Director of Military Operations. Became 0.C., R.LAF., in 1936 
Appointed Director of Army Administration in 1987, "Placed on. pe 
February 1939, Appointed Mutestarif of Kut in October 1999. -Aftor the 
collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion in. May 1941 became Matessarif of Bagdad, 
bat was relieved of his appointment in June. 
Appointed Iraqi Minister at Kabul in November 1942, 


51. Khalil Iemail—Sunni of Bagdad. Born 1903. Graduate of Law 
College, Bagdad. Held various positions under the Ministry of the Interior 
1925-32. Appointed Secretary to the Cabinet 1982. Dirvctor-Genoral of 
istry of Interior 1935. Director-General of Education 1936, Pleasant, 
reasonable, speaks English well 
_Appointed Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in August 
1037, but in October he was sent to be Mutessarif of Amarab, 
Director General of Ministry of the Interior September 1958 
yppointed Director-General of Awgaf in 1940. Appointed Director 
General of Census in October 1041. gece igang 
Appointed Director-General of Revenues in December 1942. 
Director-General of Finance, August 1943, 


52. Khushaba, Malik—Asayrian chieftain of the Lowor ‘Tiari tribe, a 
shout 88. ‘Presbyterian, and generally in disagreencut with Mar Shisun,” Wet 
educated by American missionaries at Urumia. A striking personality with a 
Fomantic record as fighter and leader. Supported the Iragi Uovernment in their 
efforts to settle the Assyrians satisfactorily in Iraq and thereby incurred the bitter 
enmity of Mar Shimun. “Many of his followers were, however, quito innocently 
massacred in August 1933 in spite of their friendly attitude towards the Lraqt 
Government. He desires to leave Traq, but does not wish to be resettled in tho 
same place as Mar Shimnun, 

ince hope of moving all the Assyrians from Traq has been abanidoned, Malik 
Khusbaba hat settled down to a quiet life in his village. 


58. Mahmud Subki Daftari—Sunni of Bagdad. Lawyer. Born 1890. Went 
with his father to Constantinople during the occupation and returned in 1919, 
Appointed Amin-al-Asimah (Mayor of Bagdad) April 1930, but was dismissed 
in September 1081. Appointed principal of the Law School November 1981; but 
resigned immediately after his appointment. Became Director-General of Tapu 
December 1932 and Amin-al-Asimah October 198. ‘Transferred to the Ministry 
of the Interior as Director-General of Municipalities in November 1996. He soon 
quarrelled with Arshad-al-Umari, the Amin-al-Asimah, and resigned. He was 
made a Senator in October 1937, 

_ Pleasant, well intentioned and noticeably more moderate in polities than in 
his earlier days. 

Became Minister of Justice in Cabinet formed by Nuri-al- in December 
1983, but devoted more attention to his entertaining than to his offcinl duties. 
Resigned Fetvrunzy 1940 with whole Cabinet. 

iade Senator in 1940. 

Made Minister of Foreign Affairs in Nuri Said's Cabinet in December 1943, 
4 post which he obviously enjoyed enormously. Resigned with the whole Cabinet 
in Fune 1 


_, 4 Mahrut-bin-Hadhdhal, Shaikh —Chiet of the Amarat, Anaizn (Arab) 
trite of Iraq. He succeeded his father in 1927. Born about i896. Intensely 
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proud, bat wiser than he appears to be, He has endeavoured to maintain good 

relations with the Iraqi Government, though the Nationalist element in Bagdad 

regard him with some suspicion on account of his father's close friendship with 

the British. His trital area is from tbe Euphrates southwards to the Nejd 
r. 

He obtained a good contract for the supply of labour on the Haifa-Bagdad 
rond in 1940. Daring Rashid Ali's rebellion in May 1941 he lost control of his 
tribe, parties of which attacked and looted some of the road camps. 

lis estate al Razza, near Kerbala has heen expropriated for the Abu Dibbis 
reservoir and Mabrut has experienced great dificaty in obtaining compensation 
from the Government. 


55. Mahmud, Shaikk—Of the {amily of Barzinja Sayyidis We has 
inherited from his father and grandfather great tribal and religious influence 
throughout Southern Kurdistan. He was made Hukumdar of Sulemani in 1918, 

jrtly after the British ocenpation, In June 1019 he revolted against British 

uthority, was wounded and deported to Heajam Island in the Persian Gulf 
He wns reinstalled as Hukumdar of Suleimani in 1922, after the Turks had forced 
tho British political officers there to withdraw. In 1923 armed action had to be 
taken hhim to check his endeavours to establish his influence in the Kirkuk 
and Arbil Provinces. Soleimani was reoceupied in 1924, but Sheikh Mahmnd was 
not bronght to terms until 1927. ‘These were that he was to abstain from politics 
and live outside Traq in one of his Persian villages close to the border. He chose 
Piran ‘and waved there quietly until 1990, when an outbreak of Kurdish 
Nationalist feeling in Sulcimant ngain tempted him into the political arena. 
dir and ground forces had again co be sent agninat him, and go the Sixt May 
he surrendered at Panjwin. He was granted an allowance and sent to live at 
Hilla, rom there he was later removed to Ramadi, and in the summer of 1933 
ho was permitted to take a house in Bagdad. He receives an allowance of 
000 rupece n month from the Traq Government. He has three sons, Rauf, Baba Ali 
and Latif, Ravf is quict and industefous and is a student in the Law Coll 
Elected Deputy for Snlaimani in December 1938 and again in June I 
Baba Ali, after completing. secondary schooling at Victoria College in 
‘Alexandria, was sent to Columbia University, New York, to study political 
economy. On his retarn in 1028 he was given emplosment in te railways. Latif 
isthe pet of bi faher, and will follow closely in hi footstep, if he has chance 
to do, #0, 

His properties in Sulaimani were confiscated in 1031, but restored by special 
‘Act of Parliament in Decomber 1938, 

Towards the end of May 1941, during Rashid Ali's rebellion, Shaikh 
Mail excaped from Bagdad, and in company with AbbasSalim, brother 
of Babokr Agha (y.r.) he raised a tribal force to aitack Sulaimani with the object 
Of ejecting Hashid Ali's officials. ‘Before their plang could materialise, however, 

iid Ali's rebellion collapsed and most of the chieftains returned home 
Shaikh Mahmud himself endeavoured to exploit the ocranion to obtain conces 
sions to the Kurds, but he waa persuaded in the end to disperse hix followers 
and to sttle down in Darikella, one of his villages in Borsinn. His youngest 
and favourite son, Latif, is restless and unreliable, and a source of anxicty to the 
Mutesarrif of Sulaimania 


56. Majid Mustafa—A Kurd of Sulnimani, born about 184. During the 
war of 1914-18 he was an officer in the Turkish army, and for some time after the 
Armistice of Mudros held pro-Turkish views. He was an active supporter of 
Shaikh Mahmoud 1924-26." When Shaikh Mahmoud submitted to the Govern 
ment Majid was made a Mndir in the Kut liwa. His administrative ability: we 
soon apparent. Tn 1928 he became Qaimaqam of Nasiriyah, and in 1985 he was 
promoted to he Mutesarrif. Two years later he was posted to Amara where he 
remained until 1941 = 

His attitnde in the Rashid Ali disturbances of 1941 was equivocal, but he 
seems on the whole to have favoured Rashid Ali's canse rather than that of the 
Regent, Rashid Ali did not, however, trust him and brought him in to the 
eapital so that he could be watehed. After the Regent's return to Bagdad ‘at the 
beginning of June 1941 Majid took leave in Turkey. 

‘He returned in September and was then suspended for four years on account 
of his compliance with the orders of the Rashid 

Nevertheless, in December 1943 he joined Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet as Minister 


without Portfolio, with the special task of finding some means to stop the fighting 
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with Malla Mustafa in the Barzan area and of redressing Kurdish. grievances. 
The Regent disliked his appointment and only reluctantly agreed to it 

Majid succeeded in bringing about a peaceful settlement with Mulla Mustafa 
in January 1944 and remained in the Cabinet, without Portfolio, but charged 
specially with advising the Government on Kurdish affairs, 

Resigned with the whole of Nuri Said’s Cabinet in June 1944 


37, Mar Skimun—Fshai, Mar Shimun, Patriayh of the Assyrians 
(Catholicos of the Church in the East). 
Born about 1909... Succeeded. to the patriarchate in 1920 when a child. 
Educated in England at a seminary in Canterbury, Since coming of age and 
assuming the authority of his. position, Mar Shimun has actively fostered 
discontent among the Assyrians, Whatever his position as the head of a spiritual 
community, his temporal authority is not acknowledged by a large number of 
Assyrians, estimated at a maximuin at 12,000. His aim has been to establish the 
whole community, in a compact enclave under his own spiritual and temporal 
authority. He was the inspirer of the mutiny of the levies in 1982 and of the 
‘exodus to Syria in 1933. Deported by the Iraq Government in. the summer of 
2093, he was given an aaylam in Cyprus, where his father David and his aunt 
Surma joined him. Tn Ootober 1983 he went to Geneva to protest to the League 
of Natious against the massacre of Assyrians which followed the AssyFian atta 
on the Iraq army at Dairabun (Faishkbabur) in August 1933, and in November 
went to England to obtain support from friends and sympathisers there. On hin 
deportation King Feisal granted him and his family a provisional allowance of 
£730 a year, subject to his correct behaviour, This allowance was stopped by 
King Gha ‘summer of 1934 on account of the propaganda which 
Mar Shimun persistently carried on against Iraq. 

While paying lipservice to the League of Nations and always ready to 
petition that body on behalf of the Assyrians, he has proved disloyal to its 
cisions whenever they have coiicted with his pervonal ambition, By prefering 
temporal power to spiritual leadership, he has Been the means of infiting mvc 

ess suflering on a deserving During the year 1934 he was mostly in 
England, paying several visits to a when Adsyrinn affairs wore under 
discusion, He remained in Enrope throughout 1935 and 1936, spending, much 
time in Landon, 

In 1989 ho. wox granted. British natoralisation and went to live in Cyprus 

Since 1940 he has been living in the WS. 


58. Moulud MukAlis—Sunni. Born about 1875, A fino soldier, he behaved 
with great gallantry with the Sharifian army and was badly wounded. Hin 
exploits do not love in the telling. Served in Syria and was sent in 1920 to Dair, 
‘where the agreement between the British Governmnt of Occupation and the Arab 
Government was reached under his anspices in April, A hot Nationalist, he 
continued to spread anti-British propaganda among the tribes until. he was 
recalled by Fae Feisal in June. ained in Syria after the fall of the Arab 
Government and returned 16 Bagdad in July 1921.” He lost no time in joining the 
extreme Nationalist group... There was no post to offer him in the Iraq army, but 
he was given some land near Tikrit and eettlod down. to cultivate. it, with 
occasional visits to Bagdad and Mosul to take part in Nationalist activities, Tn 
May 1923 he was appointed Mutessarif of Karbala, to deal with the Uloma, He 
is no administrator, but he kept things quiet at the time of the exodus of the 
wujtahids. An impulsive man, who allows wi-Arab sentiment to role bin 
actions. He was bitterly hostile to the Cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulaiman in 
October 1937 after Bakr Sidqt's coup d’ Etat and openly condemned the murder of 
afar Pasha. In February 1937 an attempt. was made to assassinate him and 
three of Bakr Sidqi ides-de-camp were suspected. Maulud then went to live in 
Syria, but returned soon after Bakr Sidgi's murder in August 1987, Has been 
@ Senator since 1925. 

‘He was elected president of the Chamber in December 1937. 

Attended the Arab Parliamentary Conference on Palestine arranged by 
Alubba Pasha in Cairo in the summer of 1933. 3 

Re-elected President of the Chamber November 1938 and again in June and 
November 1939. Was not re-elected in November 1941. 

Tn recent years his drunkenness has'increased and discredited hitn 


59. Munffay-al-Alousi—Born about 1864. Belongs to a learned family of 
Bagdad. He is 4 graduate of the Sorbonne whence be returned to Bagdad in 
1995. Was appointed a professor in the law school and afterwards in 1998 
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Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Two years later be 
quarrelled with the Minister, Abdallah Damluji, and withdrew ‘to Beirut_ In 
1931 he accompanied Nuri Pasha to Mecca to negotiate the Iraq-Nejd ‘ Bon- 
Voisinage” Agreement, In the autumn of 1932 to Mecca, this 
time to take up n post as judicial adviser to King 

remained in Arabia for about a year and then returned to Bagdad. In May 1034 
he was appointed first secretary in the Iraqi Legation in Tehran. ‘Transferred 
to be consul at Beirut in May 1935. Appointed consul-general at Bombay 
December 1996, Dismissed from the Foreign Service in November 1987. 

Remained in Syria until Jannary 1939 when he returned to Traq. Returned 
to the Foreign Service in February 1890 and posted to Paris ax chargé affaires. 
‘Transferred to be consul-general at Damascus June 1939. 

‘Transferred to Istanbul as consul-general in July 1941. Recalled in 
November. A heavy drinker, with unsavoury habits, he ts not a good consular 
officer and is suspected of pro-Nazi sympathies. A 

"He was dismissed in April 1943 for insubordination and in the early summer 
wits seeking official employment in Saudi Arabia. In 1044 he was living in Tarkey 
on an allowance supplied to him by Thn Saud, 


80. Muhammad Ali Mahmud.—Sunni. Born 1808. .\ lawyer who has served 

in smany pone under the Ministry of Justice, including that of Director-General 
Minintry, Director-General of Tapa and judge of the Court of Appeal 

EI ‘Chamber as Deputy for Bagdad in 1095 and for Arbil in 1996. 
Has twice boon elected Vice-Pronident of the Chamber and held the post of 
Shairman of the Finance Committee in 1987, “Appointed Minister of Finance in 
Hikmat Salaiman's reformed Cabinet in June 1987. He resigned in August 1937 
with the whale Cabinet, 

Elooted Deputy, fot Arbil December 1937 but lost his seat in Tune 1939. 

Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in the Cabinet formed 
by Ruahid Ali in April 141, On the collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion at the 
end of May 1941, he fled to Persia and was handed oyer by the Persian Govern- 
ment to the British military authorities in September 1941. Imprisoned 
‘Ahwaz and subsequently sent to Southern Rhodesia to he interned, Sent back for 
teil in March 1044, 


GL Muhommad Amin Zaki—A Kurd of Sulaimani. Born 1880. Well 
‘educated and speaks French, German and English. Formerly staff officer in 
‘Turkish army, Was made Minister for Communications and Works in November 
1926, and mibsequently held. the portfolios of Education and Defence. Exerted 
little influence in the Cabinets in which he has held office. His policy is to try to 
pleas tho Kurds by eupporting Kurdish Nationaliais without comprasising his 
ponition with the Arabs. Lost his seat in the Chamber in the general election of 
1930. Again Minister for Economics and Commnnications July 1031. Resi 
October 1932. Appointed Director-General of Economics and Commantcations 
March 1033, but became unemployed when this post was abolished in September 
1934. Became Minister for Heonomics and Communications in March 1935 in 
‘Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet. Resigned when the Cabinet fell in October 1936. 

Electad Deputy for Sulaimani in December 1937 and again in June 1939. 
Became Minister for Economics in March 1940 in Rashid Ali's third Cabinet 

Resigned in July 1940 on account of severe illness. 

Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in the Cabinet formed 
by Nurt-alSaid in October 1941. Resigned in February 1942 on account of 
iMbbealth. Made’ Seuator December 1043 


62. Muhammad Hassan Kubba.—Shiab of Bagdad. Born 1891. Belongs 
to the old family of Kuba, In 1920 was associated with the Nationalist 
activities of Jafar Chalabi Abu Timman, In 1923 he entered the service of the 
Ministry of Justice. Served as a judge in many parts of the country and also 
held pots inthe Ministry. In Decumbar 1943 he jned the Cabinet ns Minister 

H 


for ‘Affnirs tndet Nuri Said. Retained this position im the Cabinet of 
‘Hamdi al Pachachi which followed Nuri's resignation in June 1944. 


63. Muhammad. Husain Kashif-ol-Ghata (Saiyid)—Shiah Alim of Najaf 
One of the few Arab Divines of importance. 

‘Attended the Moslem Conference at Jerusalem in 1981 as Iraqi delegate. 
Visited Persia on a prolonged tour in the summer of 1983, and returned to Tra 
in February 1934. In the spring of 1995 he took a prominent part in the tril 
insurrections on the Euphrates, and gave his full support to the tribes which took 
‘up arms against Yasin Pasha's Government, He hoped to persuade them to make 


co 


united front with the Ulama in an attempt to force on the Government. a series 
of sectarian demands intended to secure for the Shia community a greater share 
in the government of the country. He was only partially successful and, after the 
defeat of the tribes by the army, he wisely withdrew to silence in the shrines 
of Najaf. 

‘Deelared a jihad for Paletine inthe eummer of 1088. 

in ‘was suspected that he had accepted money from the 
Legation to foster anti ritish feeling. cae banca 

issued a fatwa against the British during Rashid Ali's rebellion in. Ma 
1941. His nephew, Ahamad Kashif-al-Ghata, actively supported Rashid Ali 
‘and was interned in August 1941 at Fao. » 


64. Muhammad Ridha-ol-Shabibi—Shiah of Bagdad, born about 1880. 
gs to a well-known family. Member of Constituent Assembly and Minister 
for Education in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet in 19¢4. Again given the portfolio of 
education in the Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March 1985. His reactionary 
Yiews soon brought him into conflict with hi 
manent officials of 


: ° ry is 
Education in Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinot in August 1037. Ho is president of the 
Bagdad branch of the Pen Club and bas a considerable rey aati 
letters. Resigned with Jamilal Madfai in December 1998" Bs ABS ot 
___ Appointed Minister of Education in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai 
in June 1941. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in October 1941, 
ee to the Board of Education created in April 1943, 
Elected President of the Chamber of Deputies in December 1943, 


65. Muhammad Sulih-al-Qazzaz—Baydad Mechanic. Born about 1898, 
Has recently come into prominence as a labour leader and agitator. A. profes- 
sional demagogue, he always thrusts himself in the van of any bazaar troubles, 
and has been especially conspicuous in encouraging discontent among the labour 
ela by fori companie operating i Ig” Played leading pt in 
nising the boycott of the Bage ctric Light i 
TE oe ight Company in the autumn 
Juring the premiership of Yasin.al-Hashimi he was not allowed to agitate, 
but when Hikmat Sulaiman came into offce in, October 1030 Muhammad Salit 
became the treasurer of the Popular Reform League which was organised by 
Kamil Chadirji with a left-wing programme. His activities bocame 10 tiresome 
that in February 1937 he was sent to live in Ramadi, where he remained until 
December 1997, when he was released. Little has since beon heard of him. 


66. Muhammad-al-Sadr, Saiyid —Born about 1885. An influential Shial 

vine of Kadhimain. Was a violent Nationalist in the early days of the ena 
cccupation, and played a prominent part in the insurrection of 1920, He fled 
to Syria when the insurrection was put down, but returned with the Atnir Feisal 
in June 1921. ‘Took an active part in the anti-mandate controversy of 1922. but 
after the proclamation of the Constitution in 1924 greatly modified his views. 
Appointed a Senator in 1925, and elected President of the Senate i 1929. He 
has subsequently been reeletted to this position at each new session, until 
Febroary 1937. when Ridha-al-Shabibi was elected instead. He was re-elected 
ae <i eee in December 1937 and again in December 1938, June 1999 
and November 
‘4, Mere ieee of the owt aed 1941 and November 1942. 
A dignified and picturesque personalit to be President of the Sen: 
in December 1944 on the election of slamil al Maat i 


67. Mulla Mustofa—Born about 1888, Brother of Ahmad of Barzan (9. 
Was the fighting: leader of the Bareanis in-the troubles of 1091-82. "Hears 
rendered with Shaikh Ahmad and was banished to Sulaimani. There he lived 
for ten years in poverty on a small allowance from the Government. Tn the 
‘autamn of 1943 he bolted back to Barzan and a few months Iater became involved 
in skirmishes with the police, The Aighting gradually developed, and Malla 

fustafa successfully resist considerable forces 1 i 
eer police and Tragi troops 

In the beginning he was concemed only with his own position, but later on he 
began to prit forward political demands and to pose as a champion of Kurdish 
hationslism. He won a good deal of Kurdish sympathy and support. In 
Tanuary 1014 a settlement was arranged whereby he was" patdoned” after 
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paying « formal visit to Bagdad to make submission to the Regent’ "Thereafter be 
returned to Barzan, but he renains restless and untamed, and the Government 
hhave not yet been able to re-establish control oser the Barzani tribal area. 


68, Musa Shabandar —Bagdadi Sani, born 1899. 

Elder son of Mahmud Shabandar, a wealthy land and property owner of 
Bagdad. 

Went to Berlin soon after the armistice, and lived in Europe, mostly in 
Zurich and Berlin, until the autumn of 1982, when be returned to Bagda 

In January 1983 he was appointed secretary of the permanent: Iraqi delega- 
tion at the League of Nations. 

Speaks English, French and German. Appointed first secretary to the Iraqi 
Tagation in Berlin in October 1938. 

Early in 1937 he was nocused of giving certificates of export to Traq for 
munitions destined for Spain and récalled to Bagdad, where he was placed under 
arrest. In December proceedings against him were dropped and it seems doubtful 
Whether there was ever any real evidence against him. Elected Deputy for 
Amaral, December 1937. 

Lont his seat in June 1980. Reappointed to the Diplomatic Service in June 
199 and sent ns Chargé d’Affaires to Merlin, Returned to Bagdad October 1939, 
and (wer appointed: Assistant Direptor General jo, the Ministry for Foreign 

jn, 

Appointed Miniter for’ Foraign Aare, in the uncontitaional Cabinet 
formed by Rashid Ali in April 1941. His polished and friendly manner hid a 
clo and ainiater co-operation with Rashid Ali in his pro-Naxi intrigues. Or 
tho collapse of Rashid Ali's rebellion in May 1941, he fled to Porsia and was 
handed over to the British military authorities in September 1041. _ Imprisoned 
at Ahwas and thence sent to Southern Rhodesia for internment, Sent back to 
stand his trial with internees in March 194, 


GH. Musahin-at 4 min Pachahji-Sunat of Bagdad, Norn 1838, a lawyer 
Flected Deputy for Hillah in the Constituent Assembly, March 1924, and sat in 
the first Chamber in 1925. Minister of Communications and Works in the 
Hoshimi Cabinet, August 1924. In 1927, while in London, he made a clow study 
‘of British politica. Recalled to Badad in February 1928 and joined the active 
Nationalists. His ideas seemed to be tinged with communism. - Was prominent 
in anti-Zionint manifestations in summer of 1929. Became Minister of Economics 
and Communications in January 1931, and, shortly after, Minister of the Interior, 
in which post he unexpectedly gave satinfuction to hia British advisers. Resigned 
in Ootober 1931 on account of a difference with his colleagues regarding his 
dismissal of the Amin-al-Asimah. Towards the end of May 1932 he was charged 
with complicity in the circulation of scurrilous anonymous letters, makin llega. 
tions against the personal honour of the King. Resigned his seat in the Chamber 
and was commitied for trial with four others hy Bagdad magistrate’s court. 
‘Acquitted in October 1982. In October 1934 he was appointed Minister at Rome 
and permanent delegate at Geneva. In November 1985 he was relieved of his 
doties at Geneva. Appointed Minister at Paris in July 1939. 

Remained in France as Minister to the Vichy Government after the collapse 
of France in 140, Recalled in November 1941, when Iraq severed relations with 
the Vichy Government, but did not return to Iraq. In 1943 he appeared to bo 
living in Rome. Later he went to Geneva and sought but was refused facilities to 
return to Iraq, 


70. -Mustafo-al-t/mari—Sunni of the Umari family of Mosul. Born 1893. 
Graduated in Law School in Bagdad just before the war. Served as an officer in 
the Turkish forces fighting in, Mesopotamia during the war and was made. a 
prisoner just before the fall of Bagdad. Returned to Tray after the armistice 
and entered Government sersice. Since then. he hias served in the Waqf Depart- 
ment and in the Ministries of Finance and Interior. His posts included the 
follo kaimakam in several districts, Accountant General, Director-General 
of the Ministry of the Interior and mutessarif in a number of liwas. Tn 1036 
hho was appointed Mutesarif of the Muntafiq liwa and in June 1937 he joined 
Thkmat Sulaiman's Cabinet as Minister of the Interior. He retained this port 
folio in the Cabinet, formed by Jamil Madfai in August 1937. 

Davies the first half of 1938 he acquired a reputation for taking large 
bribes, and, though no allegations were proved, the Prime Minister thought i 
‘well to transfer 


im to another Ministry. Te accordinely went to Justice in 
October 1998, In December 1998 he resigned with the whole of Jamil-al-Madfai's 
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Cabinet after the military demonstration organised by Husain Fauzi and ‘Taha- 
al-Hashimi in favour of Nuri-al-Said. He is a Senator. 

_ Appointed Minister of Interior in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai 
in June 1941. Resigned with the rest af the Cabinet. in October 1041. Since 
then he has been a prominent speaker in the debates of the Senate, and has been a 
constant critic of Nuri Said’s administration. Became Minister of the Interior 
in the Cabinet of Hamdi-al-Pachachi formed in June 1944. 


TA. Dr. Naji-al-A rit —Bagdadi, born 1805. First became prominent in 1022 
fas semi-official Hashimite representative in London. Continued to represent 
Hashimite interests in London until final conquest of the Hejaz by Ibn Saud 
Dr. Naji then became destitute in England, and was deported to Traq in October 
1925. In Iraq he was soon employed under the Ministry of Defence in the Lragi 
Military Medical Service, Appointed Iraqi Consul General and Ohargéd'Afaires 
in Jedda in August 1931. Returned to Bagdad in June 1932 to be present durin 
the visit of the Amir Feisal, son of King Abdul Aziz-al-Saud, Appointed consul, 
Mohammerah, October 1982. Acting Director-General in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, April 1983. Appointed counsellor in the Legation at Tehran, 

pril 1935. 

In June 1936, while on leave in Bagdad, he was appointed Master of 
monies at the palace, and accepted the portfolio of Foreign Affairs when Hikmat 
Sulaiman formed his Cabinet in October 1996. Resigned with Hikinat Sulaiman 
in August 1937, and was not included in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al- Mad{ai, 

A pleasant than of considerable intelligence. He now (1944) lives in complete 
retirement and has little prospect of re-employment, 

72. Noji Shaukat—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1891. Studied in Constantinople 

id became a reserve officer, Joined the Sharif and was at Aqatiah with Colonel 
wwrence, for. whom be has a great. adi Returned to Bagdad. in 1919, 
Early in 1921 he was given an appointment under the Mutossarif of Bagdad, and 
sulsequently became mutessarif. He showed considerable administrative ability, 
‘and maintained cordial relations with his British advisers. He was appointed 
Mutessarif of Kut in October 1922, of Hillah in 1923, and of Bagdad in 1924, 
Minister for Interior, June 1928, Minister for Justice, September 1020, and 
reverted to Interior in the changes which followed Abdal Muhsin’s suicide, 
Appointed Iraqi Minister at Angora in September 1930, Recalled to Bagdad in 
October 1931 to take up portfolio of Interior. Became Prime Mininter in 
November 1982. Received the Order of Grand Officer of the Crown of Italy. in 
Jannary 1933, Resigned premiorship March 1933. Minister for the Interior 
jovember 1993, resigned February 1934. Again appointed Minister at Angora 
April 1934, He accompanied Tanfiq Rusta Aras, the Tarkish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, on his official visit to Bagdad in the summer of 1987, and was 
then offered a Cabinet postin Hikmat Sulaiman's Government, He declined 
because of his objection to Bakr Sidqi’s influence. 

Became Minister of the Interior in the Cabinet formed by Nuri-al-Said in 
December 1988, bat resigned in April 1939. Deputy for Bagdad in the elections 
‘of Jane 1939. 

Became Minister for Justice in Rashid Ali's Cabinet in March 1940, 

After the collapse of France, he became a strong advocate of reinsuring with 
the Axi. With Rashid Ali's approval he went to Tstanbal in September 1940 
to establish contact with the German Ambassador, Herr von Papen. Tt was 
perhaps more than a coincidence that just before his return to Traq., towards the 
End of October 1940, the local Arabic press published the official Axis déelaration 
of sympathy with Arab aspirations, and that just after his return the resumption 
of direct telegraphic communication between Iraq and Germany and Italy. was 
announced. He resigned in Fanary 194; but was appointed Minister of Defence 
in the anconstitntional Cabinet formed by Rashid Ali in April 1941. Dari 
Rashid Ali's rebellion in May 1941 he went to Turkey to try and enlist 
support for Rashid Ali's cause. After the collapse of the rebellion he, remained 
in'Farkey, He was tried in absentia by court martial and sentenced to fifteen 
‘years’ imprisonment. 5 

In 1942 he found his way to Europe and moved between Berlin and Rome, 
receiting @ Minister's salary from the Reich Government. In 1949 it seemed 
that he had taken up his residence in Rome, where he was in touch with the 
‘ex-Mufti of Palestine. 

73. Nadhif Shawi—Born Bagdad about 1590. Educated in, Military 
College, Constantinople, and the Turkish Staff College. Served in Turkish arm; 
until the end of the war 1914-1918. He joined King Feisal's army in Syrin an 
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fought at Maisalun, where Feisal was defeated by the French. He then returned 
to Bagdad and for some years was employed as a teacher in the secondary schools. 
During this period-he graduated at the Bagdad Law College. He later returned 
to the army and was given rank as a senior captain. In 1995 he attended army 
mancanyres in England. On his return he was made Commandant of the Iragi 
Stalf College. After two years in. this post he was. promoted brigadier and 
appointed Assistant Chief of General Stafl. He was placed on pension in 1989 and 
became Minister of Defence in the Cabinet formed by Jamil Madfai in Jane 1941 
after the flight of Rashid Ali to Persia. He made a pleasant if colourless 
Minister and resigned with the whole Cabinet in early October 1941. 

74. Najid-al-Rawi—Born about 1896, Sunni of Bagdad. Brother of 
Abmad-al-Rawi, Married to «sister of Mme. Hikmat Sulaiman. Has for many 

ears practised successfully as a lawyer and in 1942 was elected President. of the 

Taw dociety.-1u 1940 he was suspected of being in too low intimacy with the 
¢x-Mofti of Palestine (then a fugitive in Iraq) and with the Italian Minister. 
He was careful, however, 1o avoid becoming involved in Rashid Ali's coup d' Btat 
in 1941 

‘Sleek and mondain, he is a prominent figure in upper class social life in 
Bagdad, Elected a Deputy in October 1943. 


75, Narrat-al-Pariei—Lawyer of Bagdad, born about 19. Tn the earl 
days of the Tragi Government he held somewhat extreme Nationalist views, whic 
te voiced nn Deputy in the Chamber. Was later given, an appointment in the 
Ministry of Justice, whore he served diligently for a number of years 

Mininter for Finance, November 1992, Resigned with Naji Beg Shauki 
fn March 1983. Appointed Minister for Finance in Jamil Beg Al Madfai’s 
Cabinet in November 1938. Resigned in February 1904, Appointed Director: 
General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in April 1935. Appointed Iraqi 
dologate at Geneva in June 1937. 

‘Steady nd intelligent, but inclined to be obstructive: A 

‘Was relieved of this appointment in the summer of 1983 when it was decided 
to withdraw tho Traqi delegation from Geneva. He then returned to the Bar. 

Appointed Minister of Economica in the Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai 
in June 1941. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in October 1941 

Appointed Iraqi Minister at Angora in April 1943, but did not proceed. 

ia June 1048 be became Foreign Minister” Resigned. in October 1943, xs a 

roteat against the Regent's interference in the choice of Government candidates 
For election to Pariament. 


78, _Nishat-al-Sanawi.—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1998, Studied in the School 
of Law, Constantinople. He was in Bagdad before the cocupation, went to Mosul 
‘with tho Turks, and was oimployed in various capacities there. Returned after the 
armistice and took service under the British Administration. Was appointed 
Director of the Law School when it was reopened in 1919; criminal magistrate, 
Fobruary 1922; judge in tho Court of Appeal, Morch 1923. Ami imab, 
Bagdad, 1925-80. Appointed Director-General in the Ministry of the Interior in 
‘Apa i030, and beenme Principal of the Law School, February. 1931. 
Reappointed Director-General. in the Mivistey of the Interior, November 1931. 
Appointed Administrative Inepetor, November 1089, Hecamoe Director-General 
of Municipalities ia Juno 1 - 

‘Appointed Chief Finance Inspector, May 1986. Placed on pension about 
end of 1938. 

77. Nuri-al:Said.—Sanni of Bagdad, born 1888, son of an accountant of 
Mosul descont. Educated in Constantinople, speaks Turkish, German, French and 
English. Served in Balkan War. He was one of the founders of the Abd in 1913, 
and came from Constantinople to Traq in order to start branches there. He wi 
Basra at the time of the occupation as a patient in the American hospital 
joined the Arab army in the Hejax in June 1916, and commanded the troops till 
the arrival of Jafar Pasha (his brother-in-law): served as C.G.S. till the fall 
of Damascus, “A. good strategist very receptive of ideas, clever, hard-working, 
fash and hot headed under fire A'modernist with an exceptionally alert intell- 

nce. Was awarded the DS.0. 1917 and the C.MLG. 1919, and accompanied 
Feisal ia London, Paris and Syria in 1919 and 1020. He always wished for a 


Tessonable rapprochement tetween tho French and the Arabs. and disstiaded 


King Feisal from offering resistance to the French on the ground that he could 
not hope for support from the British. When'the break came in July 1920 he 
went with Feisal to England. Returned to Bagdad in Febraary 1921 and took 
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charge of the Ministry of Defence during the:absence of Jafar Pasha at the 
Cairo Conference. On his return be hecame C.GS. and Director-General of 
Police, and held: these appointments till October 1922. Acting Minister of 
Defence from November 1922 to Noveniber 1923. Held the same portfolio in 
Jafar Pasha's Cabinet, Minister of Defence again in November 1926, and 
retained that portfolio with only short intervals out of office until he became 
Prime Minister in March 1930. Negotiated and signed the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty 
of June 1930. - Visited Jedda in 1931 to negotiate a ‘* Bon-Voisinage ” Treaty 
with Nejd and the Hejaz. Resigned with the whole Cabinet the 19th October, 
1931, but reaccepted office on the same day in a reformed Cabinet. Visited Angora 
with King Feisal July 1931, and-again in December-January 1931-32, During 
latter visit he signed with Turkish Government an Extradition Treaty, a Treaty 
‘of Commerce and a Residence Convention, Resigued premiership in Octobe 
1942, Appointed Minister at Rome, February 1083, but did not proceed. 
Became Minister for Foreign Affairs in Cabinet of Rashid Ali Gilani in March 
1983. on with Rashid Ali in October 1933 and nccepted portfolio of 
Foreign Affairs and Defence under Jamil-al-Madfai in November 1933. 
Resigned in February 1934, but returned to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
Angust 1934 ander Ali Jaudat's premiership. Resigs 

February 1985, but retained the portfolio of Foreign Alfaire in the suocoeding 
Cabinet formed by Jamil-al-Madfai, and returned again to the Ministry in 
the Cabinet formed by Yasin Pasha in March 1935. 

In October, after Bakr Sidgi's successful military revolt, Nuri Pasha, fearing 

for his life, fled to Egypt with his family, whore ho carried on a restless 
ritation from Cairo to secure his retarn to Traq. He camo back in October 1937 
aiter the murder of Bakr Sidqi and the fall of Hikmat Sulaiman’s Government. 
He was offered the poat of Iraqi Minister in London, but did not accept it, In 
early December he went to Syria with tho intention of working privately for a 
volution of the problem of the fature of the Jer ind Araba in Palestiva 

But for two short visits to Bagdad, Nuri-alSnid spent the whole of the 
Year 1933 outside Teaq, occupied principally in dosultory convoreations about 
Palestine with politicians in Syria, Egypt and London. “On each of hix short 
Vinita to Bagdad his presonce gave rise to ramours concerning his political 
intentions, but thew died away as soon as he left 

In December 1938 he came back to stay, and a few days later « military 
demonstration in his favour creaniead by Taha-all (and Hosain Fauri 
overthrow Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet and brought Nati-alSaid into oftke as 
Prime Minister. He represented Iraq at the opening of the London conversations 
about Palestine in January 1939. 

Resigned the premiership in Febroary 1940, but at the Regent's request 
reformed his Cabinet and continued in office m the end of March, when, with 
his own collaboration, a new Cabinet was formed by Rashid Ali 

Remained in office as Minister for Foreign Affairs until the end of 
January 1941, when he and several of his colleagues resigned becanse of 
Rashid Ali's fnereaning clination towards the Axis. In April, ahortly before 
‘Taba-al-Hashim inet was overthrown by Rashid Ali and the army, 
Nuri Said wisely withdrew to Transjordan, where he remained until he was able 
to come back with the Regent at the beginning of June. Before the end of tho 
month he was appointed Iraqi Minister in Cairo, but was recalled to form 
Cabinet on the resignation of Jamil Madfai at the boginning of, October 1941 
From that time onwards he collaborated closely with His Majesty's Ambassador 
in eradicating pro-Nazi propaganda in Traq and it was due to his initiative that 
Traq declared war on the Axis Powers in January 1043. * 

In the summer of 1943 Nuri Pasha visited Egypt to discuss Arab unity with 
the Egyptian Prime Minister Nahas Pasha. He also went to Syria and Palestine 
for talks with Arabs there. He remained Prime Minister throughout 1943, but 
there were many changes in bis Cabinet, and he formed his ninth Government on 
the 25th December, 1948 

Resigned in June 1944 with his whole Cabinet after an imedifying braw! in 
the Chamber between some of his supporters and the Opposition, which convinced 
him that he did not enjoy the Regent's confidence and support. In any case he 
was tired and needed a rest. 


78. Rashid Alj-al-Gilani—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1892, A distant relation 
of the Nagib. In Turkish times was a clerk in the Wagf Department. Fled to 
Mosul with the Turks on the capture of Bagdad, and after the fall of Mosul 
Practised as a lawyer. In May 1921 he was appointed a judge in the Court of 
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Appeal. His work as a judge wot him the good opinion of his advisers. Was 
appointed Minister of Justice in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet in 1924. Resigned over 
the signing of the ‘Turkish Petroleum Company's Concession in’ March 1925, 
which, at Yasin Pasha's instigation, he strongly opposed. Became Minister of 
Interior ‘in the secoud Sadaniyah Cabinet in June 1925, but resigned almost 
immediately on’ being elected President of the Chamber’ of Deputies. ~ From 
November 1926 to Januaty 1923 was Minister of the Interior. Re-elected to the 
Chamber of Deputies in the general election of 1930, bat resigned his seat in 
March 1931, in company with Yasin-al-Hashimi, N wwaidi and Alj Jandat, 
as a protest against the conduct of Nuri Pasha's Government. Became 
frominent leader of ‘the Hisbal-Ikha-al-Watani (the party of National 

jrotherhood).. He encourayed tbe general strike in July 1981, hoping thereby to 
‘embarrass Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet. Appointed chief private secretary to the Ki 
in July 1982 Became Prime Minister in March 1983. Resigned Oetober 1 
Appointed Senator in summer of 1984. Helped to organise the disturbances on 
tho Euphrates which forced Ali Jaudat to resign in March 1935 and, as Minister 
for the Interior, joined the Cabinet then formed by Yasin-al-Hashimi. 

<Aiot Bakr Sidyi’s military revolt against the Hashimite Cabinet in October 
1936, Rashid Ali fled to Constantinople. He came back in October 1937. 

During 1938 he made several speeches in the Senate attacking the policy of 
Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet. 

Deported to Anah December 1998. Returned a few days later when 
Nuri-al-Said. succeeded sJamil-al-Madfai ax Prime Minister. ited chief 
private seoretary to the Palace in January 1989, aod remained in thie powt after 

Ghaai's death in April 1999, Became Prime Minister in March 1940. 
Phroughont 1940 he moved steadily towards a break with His Majesty's 
ont and a closer understanding with the Axis, He refused to break off 
diplomatic relations with Italy. when Italy entered the war, but remained in the 
closont porsonal contact with the Italian Legation, He ale gave full support 
to the Mufti's intrigues with the Axis Governments and xpodsored the overtures 
which Naji Shawkat madeto the German Minister at Angora in October 1940, 
In Traq bo yavw freo tvin to the Palestinian ayitators and to the pro-Nazi elements 
of the Press, even. allowing it to be stated officially that the policy of his Govern: 
ment was ane of strict neutrality in the war in spite of the Aaglo-Iraqi Treaty 
of Alliance. Prowute from the einbasy forced his resignation at the end of 
January LAL, but he returned 19 office hy means of a military cowp deat. on 
‘on the Ist April, He then ret-aside the Regent and installed Sharif Sharaf in 
his place, At this juncture, as part of their war plan, Hix Majesty's Government 
hhegan to move troops into iraq, but Rashid Ali, backed by the army, refused. to 
agree to the prowace of more than one brigade, 

‘AL the beginning of May the Iraai army attempted to surround the British 
air base ot Hnbbaniyah and. hostilities broke out, Throughout the mouth 
Rashid Ali, and his colleagues endeavoured to unite the conntry in a campaign 
yainst as, but, though the townspeople were with him, he received little support 
from the big tribes and fled to Persia after a comparatively small British column 
had dofeated the far larger Iraqi forces opposed to. them. From Persia he 
contrived to make his way to Turkey, and in December, having broken his. parole, 
he escaped to Germany and joined the Mufti in Berlin, where he became a feature 
of the Berlin Arabic broadcast... Tried fn absentia by court inartial and sentenced 
to death in January 1942. ‘ 

“Throughout the years 1942-44 ho continued to conduct an active campaign 
against Great Britain from Berlin and Rome and was recognised by the Axis as 
the legitimate Prime Minister of Iraq 


19, Rashid-al-Khojah—Sanni of Bagdad. Born 1884. Stall efficer in 
‘turkish army, Came to Damasens after the armistice, Prominent member of 
the Ahd-al-Traqi. He returned fo Bagdad in November 1920 and was appointed 
tmutessarif in January 1921. He is weak and mach ander the thumb of the extreme 
National group. In February 1922 he was appointed matessarif of Mosul, where 
he was completely under the influence of Mustafa Sabunji. As his presence in a 
fronticr division was considered inexpedient by the Iraqi Government, he was 
eoved and reappointed mutesarif of Bagdad. Appointed Iraqi consul general 
‘nt Cairo October 1925, and Director-General of Education January 1980, Consul- 

sneral, Beirut, August 1981. Chargé d'Affaires and consul-general at Jedda, 
Rogust 1038 but did not take up post, | Appointed Minister for Defence under 
Naji Shaukat, November 1992. Resi 
1988. Elected President of the 


signe with Naji Shaokats Cabinet ia March 
mber of Deputies November 1933 after 
resignation of Jamil-al-Madfai. Reappointed Minister of Defence in February 





1934, resigned. with Jamil-al-Madfai’s Cabinet. in) August. 1994. Re-elected 
President of the Chamber in December 1934. Again appointed Minister for 
Defence in Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet in March 1085, but resigned with the whole 
Cabinet after being only twelve days in office Plected to the Chamber in August 
1895 and. joined the Opposition led by Jamilal-Madfai, Appointed principal 
private secretary in the Palace in September 103 

Appointed Director-General ‘of the Ministry for. Foreign Affairs by 
Nuri-al-Said’s Cabinet in Jamuary 1939, 

Placed on pension in the autumn of 1941. 


80. Rauf-al-Bakrani—A Shiah of Bagdad, born about 1897. Graduated at 
the Bagdad Law School and was appointed to a clerical post, in the Ministry of 
Finance, where. ho. rose to be Accountant-General (not altogether by merit) 
Appointed Minister for Finance in Yasin Pasha’s Cabinet in March 1935, 

Resigned October 1936, 

Appointed Director-General of Customs and Excise, January 1938, Became 
Minister of Finance in February 1940 and of Social Affairs in March. 

Resigned with Rexbid Ali-and his Cabinet in January 1041, and joined 
Rashid Alis rebel Government in April 1941. Fled to Tehran when British 
\woops approached Bagdad towards tho end of May 1941 and was arrested by 
the British forces which occupied Persia in August. After a period of detention 
at Ahwaz he was sent to Southern Rhodesia in December 1041 to bo intorned 
‘Sent back for trial in March 1944 


SL. Rauf-al-Chadirjio-Sunni of Bagdad. Ho was Mayor of Bagdad at the 
Aime of the cutting of New Street and earned n great deal of personal unpopularity 
therehy. Left for Berlin sbortly before the occupation, and sotmequently went 
to Switzerland, rewrning to Bagdad in the wimmer of 1020, up to whid 
permission to retura had been refused him. Speaks French, English and Germ 
Well. Ho set up practice as a barrister and consorted much wit 
Ho took no part in the Nationalist agitation; neverthcless, whet h 
deported to Constantinople in August, he was asked to retara with him, He came 
tack in 1021 and resumed his logal work without talking any part in politica. He 
has most of the business of foreign firms in his hands owing to his knowledge of 
English. “He was in England on a vinit during the summer of 1023, roturnin 
home in September. A retiring tan of moderaist opinions. Deputy for Hilla 
in the Constituent Arsembly in March 1024. Ho was strongly opposed to the 
passage of the treaty without amendments and voted against it.” Chosen director 
Of the law school Atigust 1924. Minister of Finance, Second Saduniyah Cabinet, 
find afterwards became Minister of Justice in Jafar Pasha's Cabinet iu November 
1926, Iraqi Minister to Angora autumn 1929, Resigned post as Minister at 
Angora in December 1950, and returned to Bagdad as legal adviser to the Traq 
Petroleum Company. 

“Appointed Trogi Minister i» London sn Decombor 1090, and proceded to his 
poet ene im ABST. “Resigned March 1940 and remained in England, where he 

as a well-paid post with the Traq Petroleum Company, 

‘A cultured, likeable and intelligent mat 


82. Rawf-al-Kubaisi—Sunni; of Kubaisah origin. Born 1885, He was 
commandant of gendarmerie in Aleppo under Jafar Pasha in 1919 and did useful 
work in keeping order before the advent of the French in July 1920. Refused 
under the French and returned to Bagdad in February 1021. He was 
appointed Kaimakam of Suq in November 1991, but was removed in June. He 
an for a time joined the extreme Nationalist group in Bagdad. Appointed 
Director-General of Prisons in 1924 and juently played no part in politics. 
Appointed Mutessarif of Basra January 1930. Dismissed for incompetence, April 
1931. Appointed Director-General of Augaf in summer of 1933, and Director- 
General of Census in November 1937. 
Mutessarif of Bagdad November 1038 and Director-General of Augaf April 
1999. Resigned June 1940. 
Reappointed Director-General of Augaf in November 1941 by Nuri Said, 


§3__ Sabih Najid—Born 1892, Gazetted to the Turkish army in 1912. Joined 
Traqi army 1921, and reached the rank of Tieutenant-colonel 1920. Passed a stall 
course in England, and for some time was Commandant of the Traqi Stafl College 
in Bagdad. Speaks English and French and some German. Appointed Director. 
Geveral of Police in March 1931. Represented Traq on the Syrio-Iraq Frontier 
Delimitation Commission in 1953. Appointed counsellor, Berlin, Jie 1035 
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‘Transferred to Geneva as Iraqi delegate to the League of Nations in November 
1985. 

He was appointed Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
December 1987, with the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary 

Made Minister for Defence in October 1988. Resigned with the: whole 
Jamil-al-Madfai Cabinet the 25th December, 1938. 

ried by court-martial in February 1940 for being an accessory to the murder 
of Rustam Haidar, Minister of Finance. Acquitted on this charge and sentenced 
to one year’s imprisoument for having used insulting language when speaking 
of the Government at a semi-publio gathering Wes pardoned by the Regent 
after serving only a few weeks of his sentence. 

Appointed Iraqi Minister at Angora in December 1941 

Relieved af his appointment in February 1943 and now seems to be living on 
his pension in Turkey. 


8h, Sadigal-Honam —Sbiah of Bagdad. Born 1805, Gradaated at the 
Bagdad Law School, and for several years practised as a lawyer. Deputy for 
Kut 1030/34." tn the Chanter he gave steady support to Yasin Pasha, and was 
membar of the Tkbaval-Watani party. In June 1935, as a reward for his political 
services, he was appointed Director-General of Government Lands and Properties 
in the Ministry of Finance, and became Minister of Education in Yasin Pasha’s 
Cabinet in September 1935, Resigned in October 1936, 

Elected Deputy for Kut December 1937 and for Bagdad in June 1999. 
Became Minister of Economies in September 1939. Joined the Cabinet formed 
by Rashid Ali im March 1940 ax Minister of Education 

Resigned with the whole Cabinet in January 1941. ‘Throughout the 
disturbances of 10461 he remained inactive and was made Minister of Justice in 
Nuri Said's Cabinat in October 1041 

Resigned February 1942. 

Appointed an unolficial member of the Board of Education in April 1943. 

‘Appointed Minister of Communications and Works in December 1943. 
Resigned with the wholo of Nuri Sxid's Cabinet in June 1944. 


85. Suid-bin-Ali.—Mie (chief) of the Yazidis. Lives at Baidra near Mosul. 
Weuk character, drinks heavily and indulges in every sort of vice. Much under 
the control of his mother, Maiyana, who ix a woman of personality and was at one 
Lime a noted beauty. The Yazidia aro diasatiaiod with Said Beg on account of 
his profligate living, and from time to time there is « movement to depose him and 
mubstitnto another member of the ruling family. So far, however, traditional 
loyalty has boon strong enough to keep Said in his position’ 


86. Salah-al-Din Ali-al-Sabbagh.—Rorn about 1896, Fducated at Istanbul 
And graduated as an oer from the Turkish Military College. ‘Taken prisoner 
in the war 1914-18 and released to join the Amir Feisal’s army. Gazetted 
second-lieutenant in the Traqi army 1921. Has done courses at Belgam and 
Sheorness and also attached to British units, Instructor at Bagdad Military 
College 1924. Appointed Director of Operations in the Ministry of Defence 
one 1987, and became O.C. 3rd Division March 140. Is an efficient 
officer, but has the reputation of being a careerist with ambition 

Belongs to the group of senior offers who are particulatly active in politics 

‘With Fahmi Said, Kamil Shabib and Mahmud Salman he formed the grou] 
of officers knows as the Golden Square, which dominated Traqi politics in 1040, 
and, in company with Rashid Ali, brought about the coup d’Btat of the Ist April, 
194i. He fled to Tehran with Rashid Ali at the end of May 1041 and evaded 


nevest and disappeared when British forces entered Persia in August 
‘Turned up again in Turkey in February 1942 and was placed under strict 
police sutpervision by the Turkish authorities. The Iraqi Government's request 
ft his extradition was refused. 


87, Salman-at-Barrak—Shiab and’ tribal notable of Hillah, Minister of 
Irrigation and Agriculture 1923-28. Has been in the Chamber of Deputies for 
many years and has frequently held position of Vice-President 

‘Appointed Minister of Economics in November 1942. 

Elected President ofthe Chamber of Deputies in December 1043, bt returned 
to the Cabinet ns Minister of Economics at the end of the same month. Resigned 
with the whole of Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet in June 144. 


88. Salman-al-Sheikh Daud—Sunni. Born Bagdad about 1900. Son of 
Sheikh Ahmad-al-Sheikh Daud (g.r). 





A lawyer with a large practice and a forceful personality... Given to women 
and drink, but a staunch supporter of democ He was the first person of note 
in Iraq who openly and independently attacked the Axis in speeches and press 
articles 

Elected a Deputy in October 1943 and was prominent in debates as a critic of 
Nari Pasha’s Government 


89. Salih Jabr—Shiah lawyer of Najaf. torn about 1890. Employed for 
some tims as a judge. Elected Deputy Febraary 1980 and resigned from the 
bench. Acquired notoriety in the Chamber as a persistent asker of questions and 
ready er. Appointed Minister for Edueation under Jamil. Madfai 
November 1983. Resigned February 1934. Elected Deputy for Muntafiq December 
1934. Appointed Mutossarif of Karbala in. April. 1983, where ho. proved 
successful. In October 1936 he accepted the portfolio of Justice in Hikmat 
Sulaiman’s Cabinet, Resigned in June over the Euphrates disturbances: and 
went away for sevoral months, He returned when Jamil-al-Madfai formed a 
Cabinet and was appointed Director-General of Customs and Excise. 

Became Minister for Education in Cabinet formed by Nori-al-Said in 
December 1938, Elected for Diwanivah June 1039. Minister for Social Affairs 
in February 1940. Resigned in March 1940. 

‘Appointed Mutessarif of Basra in June 1940. Supported the Regent when 
His Royal Highness fled to Basra in April 1941 to escape from Rashid Ali and 
the "Golden Square.”” For this he was arrested and narrowly eacaped a heavy 
rentence He was in the end released on condition that he left the country. He 
withdrew to Tehran and returned in June 1941 after the fall of Rashid Ali 
Appointed Minister of Interior and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in the 
Cabinet formed by Nuri Said in October 1941 

Appointed Minister of Finance in October 1942 with the special task of 
finding solutions for the country's economic difficulties. 

Did not come up to expectations, and in June 1943 he wax returned to the 
Interior. Resigned from the Cabinet in October 1948, 

He is married to a strong-minded tribal woian of Hilla, who causes her 
husband much trouble by interfering in the tribal polities of Hilla Liwa. 

Toined the Cabinet of Hamdi-al-Pachaci ax Minister of Finance in 
Tune 1944. 


90. Sami Shauker—Born Bagdad 1893. Sunni. Brother of Naji Shaukat 
Graduated at Military College of Medicine, Constantinople, 1910. Joined the 
Arab army in Syria in 1919. Appointed to Traqi Health Servico 1921 and 
rubsequently served for several years as Director-General of Education. Became 
Director-General of Public Health in 1936. An ardent Arab Nationalist, 

‘Appointed Director-General of Education in March 1939, He has done much 
to increase military education in the secondary schools. Became the first Minister 
for Social Affairs in September 1089 and Minister for Education in February 
1940, Resigned in March with whole Cabinet and was reappointed Diroctor- 
General of Education in April 1940. 

Retained his position throughout the disturbances of 1941 and survived 
subsequent changes. Is believed by many to have pro-German leanings, but he 
Fimeelf stoutly denies these allegattons. "However this may be, he bas done little 
inet to eradicate pro-Nazi sentiment from the Iraqi eoeation system, 

“Appointed Director-General of Social Affairs and Health in January 1943, 
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‘AL first he seems to have done well and kept in close totich with His Majesty's 
Legation. Later on, however, he seems to have yielded to the blandishments and 
bribes of the German Legation and, as chargé d'affaires during. April and May 
1941, he dutifully carried out instructions sent to him by Rashid Ali's Govern- 
ment. Daud Haidari, who was appointed minister at Tebran in June 1941, was 
asked to keep a close watch on Shakir. 

Appointed consul at Jerusalem in November 1041. 


2 Sufug-al-Aji—Of the Shammar Jarba tribe. Born about. 1910. 
Edueated Beirut University. Once spoke English well, but is forgetting it. 
Eldest son of Sheikh Ajil-al-Yawar, who. became paramount sheikh of the 
Shammar in Iraq in the early nineteen twenties and died in November 1940. Ajil 
acquired much money from his relations with the B.O.D. Company and from 
supplying Inbour to the railways when the line was extended from Bagdad to 
Mosul. Sufug inberited this wealth 

Sufnq’s younger brother, Ahmed. (born about 1923), is said to. have the 

stronger character and: may become influential when he grows a little older, 

uring the autumn of 1941 some of Sufuq’s cousins, led by Mishan-al-Faisal, 
showed dissatisfaction with Sufuq's Jeadership, bot the quarrel was patched up 
and the family now acvept Sufuq’s leadership. 

Tn 1942 he obtained @ number of contracts from the British military 
‘nuthorities which increased undesirably Shammar influence. Steps were therefore 
taken to curtail the number of contracts assigned to him and to check Shammar 
arrogance. By the middle of 1943 the situation had improved and Sufug and his 
subordinate tribal leadors had become more. amenable. 

In arly 1044 he had a serions quaerol with his younger brother Ahmed about 
the division of their inheritance from their father Ajil. A sottlement was made 
in May, but ita torma were scr ambiguons that it is not likely to endure for long 


94. Tahsin al Askari Sunni. Born 1802. Fought with the Arab forces 

et tho Amis Fainsl 10168 and later appointed Governor of Aleppo, 
Returned to Leng at the end of 1920 and was appointed to the police with 
rank of commandant, Became Kaimakam of Samawa in 1927 and Mutessarif 
‘of Kirkuk in 1980; a year later he was transferred to Mosal, where he remained 
uuntil 1985 when he became Director-General of Irrigation, When his brother 
Jafar al Askari was murdered by officers of Bake Sidqi's stall at the time of the 
latter's coup a’ Beat in October 1996¢he left the country on three months’ leave 
with Jafar's widow and later resumed his port at Irrigation. In May 1940 he 
‘wax appointed Connsellor in-the Leagi Legation in Cairo and became Minister 
in October 1941. Tn Octobor 1943 ho was recalled by his brother-in-law Nuri Said 
to become Minister of the Tnterior. 

He ix devoted to the Van-Arab cause but at the same time well disposed 
towards Greit Britain and the <Anglo-Traqi ADlianc. 

‘Transferred to the Ministry of Communications and Works in June 1943, 
and acted as Minister for Foreign Afiairs in November 1943, He resigned with 
tha whole Cabinet in December 1943, and was appointed Minister at Cairo. 

91. Taha-al-Hashimi—Brother of the late Yasin-cl-Hashimi, Born 1888, 
Served in Turkish army and was employed in Arabia and the Yewen during the 
war. Waa given a post on the Turkish General Staff in Constantinople in 1920, 
but reurued to Bagdad in 182 40 join the Iraqi army, and was at once appointed 
Officer Commanding Troops in Mosul. Appointed chief of the General Staff and 
came 1 Bagdad in 1923. Was attached to Sir Perey Cox in May 1924 for the 
boundary negotiations with the Turkish Goverament which followed the signi 
of the Treaty of Lausanne.” ‘The post of chief of the Genetal Stall was solished 
shortly after his retura in August 1924. and for a while be acted as tutor to the 
(then) Crown Prince Ghazi. Appointed chief of the Census Deparimcnt in 1036 
and Director of Education in 1093. Tn 1030 he returned as chief of the General 
Seaf to the Ministry of Dafence and wax promoted /arig (general. In. 1031 he 
visited the Imam Yahiyah of the Yemen and conclnded a treaty of friendship 
botween the Yemen and Traq. " 

In September 1935 he was appointed Acting Director-General of Education 
in addition to his other duties. 

He was in Angora in October 1986 when Hikmat Sulaiman and Bakr Sidqs 
forced Yasin-al-Hashimi to resign and wisely did not return to Iraq. He came 
hack in September 1937 and was offered the post of Director-General of Works 
He refased this offer on the that it was beneath his dignity to accept any 
position lower than that of Chief of the General Staff. 
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Elected Deputy for Bagdad in December 1937. Opposed Jamil-al Madfai's 
Cabinet in the Chamber. Worked actively on the committee of the Palestine 
Defence League in 1938. On the 25th December, 1993, in collaboration with 
General Husain Fauzi, he organised a military demonstration against Jamil-al- 
Madfai's Government, and became Minister for Defence in the Cabinet which 
Nuri-alSaid formed when Jamil-al-Madfai resigned. Became a Deputy for 
Bagdad in the elections of June 1980, Retained the portfolio of Defence in the 
Cabinet formed by Rashid Ali in February 1940. 

Resigned in January 1041 with most of the members of Rashid Ali's Cabinet 
and on the Ist February succeeded the latter as Prime Minister. On assuming 
office he feebly attempted to break the power of the military clique which during 
1040 he and ‘Rashid’ Ali had allowed. to dominate not cnly the army but the 
Cabinet. They defied him and overthrew him and his Cabinet after it had 
enjoyed office for only two months. Taha Pasha thereupon went to Turkey, where 
he remained throughout Rashid. Ali's rebel régime. When the Regent had been 
testored Taha Pasha wished to return to Teaq, but Nuri Said (the Prime Minister) 
did-not want him back and it was arranged that a transit visa through Syria 
should be refused. 

He was still'in Turkey in May 1944. 


transferred 

to the Dulaim area in 1925. Between. 1927 and 1938 held a number of 

administrative. posts, including those of Mutessarif of Moml. and. Hnsva 

of the P.W.D. in 1993. Was largely connected with the 

activities of the local. Palestine Defence Committee. while in Hasra. Became 

tessarif of Mosul again in April 1939, but was removed by Rashid Ali after 

hin coup a Btat in May, Was restored when the Madfai Cabinet. was formed 
jn June. 

Not particularly clever, and apt to be pig-headed, In Mosul he was too much 
under local influence and shoved a strong prejudice against the Yazidis, He was 
slow to take action against Nazi aympathisers and favoured « policy of" appease 
ment.” Appointed Minister of Education in the Cabinet formed by Nuri Said 
in October 1941 

Transferred to the Palace ax Rais of the Royal Diwan in June 1943. Became 
Minister of Defence in tho Cabinet of Hatadioal-Pachachi:in June 1944. 


6. Tahsin Qadri —Si y Feisal in 
Damasce and accom Europe in July 1920, with him to 
Bagdad in June 1921, and was appointed. an A.D.C. to, the King in Aiguat. 
Married the daughter’ and heiress of Abdul Wahbab Pasha Qartas of Basta. 
Appointed Mauer of Coremonies in the palace March 1089. Aosmpanied 
King Feiaal on hie State visit to England in 1938 and recived the K CV ¢ 

in June 1936 he was compelled to resign from the palace on accoust of the 


scandal of the marriage of Princess Azzah.. He was Inter appointed counsellor 
to the Iraqi Lagation in Tehran and took up his port in November, 1936 


Appointed consul-general at Bombay in Decem 


her 1 caks English and 
French, Pleasant and clever. 


ce all Traqi consuls, he seems to have carried out his orders 
ithout protest and his behaviour was strongly criticised by 
ies, 

Tn Septerober 1943 he was appointed Chargé d'Affaires at Damascus, when 
the Traqi Government recognised the new Syrian Gorernment. On. the 
27h Fannary, 1944, he was accredited as first Iraqi Minister to Syria and the 
Lebanon to reside at Beirut, 


97. Talib Mushtag—Sunni of Bagdad, born 1900. Father was minot official 
‘Took part in the anti-mandate agitation of 1922 and in the spring of 1028 was one 
of those responsible for anti-British posters issued over the signature of the 
‘Supreme Committee of Iraq Secret Societies. Appointed Inspector of Schools in 
1944 and held a variety of appointments under the Ministey of Education, until 
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November’ 1991, when he was appointed first secretary to the'Iraqi Legation at 

gota. Appointed Director of the Consular Department in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in November 1985. “Appointed consul-general at Beirut in 
‘August. 1987. 

Withdrawn and dismissed from the service in February 1938. He remained 
for a time in Syria, but returned to Bagdad when Nuri-al-Said formed a Cabinet 
in December 1938. Appointed Accountant-General in January 1939 and Director- 
General of Propaganda, Publicity and Broadcasting in May 1930. Became 
consul-general in Jerusalem May 1940, i 

During May 1941 he carried on an anti-British propaganda ‘campaign and 
zealously supported Rashid Ali's rebel Government. He was recalled in June 
‘and subsequently interned. 


98. Taufg-al-Suwaidi—Born 1889. Studied Inw in Bagdad and Con- 
stantinople and international law in Paris. In 1913 became first interpreter to the 
Ministry of Education, Constantinople, Represented Iraq at the Arah Conference 
held in Paris in July 1913. After the armistice went to Syria and was appointed 
judge in Damascus, Returned to Bagdad in October 1921 and in November 
‘was appointed Assistant Government Counsellor and Director of the Law School 
Minister for Education January 1923. Prime Minister 1929. President of the 
Chater 192, Tragi Minister at Tehran March 1981, Joined Famil-al Madfai's 


Tamibal-Madtai' 
the Leaguo of Nations in September. There he handled the Assyrian and 
Paleatintan questione with tact and moderation, 

Again represented Iraq at tho League of Nations in the autumn of 1993, and 
afterwards visited London as the guest of His Majesty's Government. ‘There be 
hud conversations with the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and with the 
Seoretary of State for the Colonies about Palestine. 

Resigned with the whole of Jamil-al-Madfai's Cabinet on the 25th December. 
1998, as the result of a military demonstration made against them. Represented 
Iraq at the Landon conversations on Palestine in 1900 after Nuri-al Said had 
returned to Traq, 

Joined Taha al Hashimi's Cabinet in February 1941 as Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and did what he could to break up the military clique which dering 1940 
had established a stranglehold over the Government, Was forced out of office bj 
Rashid AU's cowp d'Etat of April 1041. ‘Tried to join the Regent at Basra, 
but failed. “Ho took no part in the events of May and would have been asked to 

join Nuri Pasha’s Cabinet in October 1941 if the fact that his brother Naji had 
Keen summoned to stand his trial for treason hd ‘not made i dilieale to 
inelude hits " 

Ho is aggrieved that ho has not been appointed to the Senate and blames 
Nuri Said for his exclosion, “He ts not well disposed! towards the Regeets Anes 
theloss, aan attempt wan mado to got him into the Cabinet in 1042, but was 
unniocossful owing to the exaggerated conditions he sought to make. 

In the summer of 1943 he reacted an understanding with Ibrahim Kemal 
to cooperate in political mattors. But by the end of the year be was reconciled to 
Nuri and joinied the latter's 9th Cabinet as Depaty Prime Minister in December 
1043. He was violently attacked both in Parliament and oatside, and thé 
of his office was called in question. Resigned in March 1944, when a High Court 
was appointed to consider the constitutional validity of the appointment of @ 
Depaty Prime Minister 


99, Taufig Wahbi' Maroof—Kurd, born Sulaimanin 1887. Educated 

aimanin and Turkey. Graduated from Turkish Military Collexe in 1904, and 
thorenfter served in many military stations in European Turkey. During the 
‘war 1914-18, be held a regimental command, and later a staff appointment with 
the 13th Corps, commanded by General Ali Thsan Pasha. 

After the war he returned to Iraq, and entered the Tragi army. He was 
appointed Military Adviser and Staff Officer to Shaikh Mahmud in Silaimania in 
ies, bat left him when his attitude ‘became © pro-Turkish and his conduct 
impossible. Hy returned to Bagdad and re-entered the army, and with the rank 
of Colonel became Commandant of the Military College, Bagdad. In 1929 he 
‘was sent on a course to the United Kingdom. 
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Tn April. 1930 be was appointed as Mutessarif of Sulaimania, but lasted only 
‘until July, when as the result of election troubles he was removed. 

For several years he remained unemployed, but ultimately obtained appoint- 
ment to the post of Director-General of Si After the conclusion of the 
‘operations against Rashid Ali, Taufiq Wabbi resigned from Government service, 
took pension and made a comfortable fortune as a contractor for the British 
forces. 

In June 1944 he was appointed Minister of Economics in Hamdi Pachachi’s 
Cabinet. 

___ Tanfiq Wahbi is keenly interested in Kurdish culture, and has devoted much 
time to modernising the Kurdish language. He has given valuable help to the 
Public Relations Department in the production of propaganda in Kurdish. 


100. Thabit Abdul Nur-—Born 1890. Son of Aziz Abdul Nur, a prominent 
Jacobite Christian of Mosul. He was christened Nikole. Was an officer in the 
‘Turkish army, embezzled money and fled to Syria to join Shereefian cause. At this 
time he changed his name to Thabit, became a Moslem and performed the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Came to Bagdad in November 1921 and became prominent. 
in extreme Nationalist politics. Elected Deputy for Mosul in general election of 
1930, and appointed Director of Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economics and 
Communications in June 1931. The post was abolished in March 1933, Tried 
in 1082 for misappropriating the funds of the Agricultural Exhibition (April 
1982), but acquitt 

‘Appointed counsellor in the Iragi Legation in London December 1933. ‘This 
post was abolisted and he was appointed Iraqi Oil Representative in London in 
july 1034. Appointed Director of Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economics and 
Commonications in June 1935, His post was abolished in November 1930, and 
he rotuained without employment until December 1987, when ho was appointed 
to the Traqi Diplomatic Service. 

arly in 1998 he was appointed Iraqi Chargé d’ Affaires at Jedda.' ‘There he 
put forward « number of fantastic proposals to the Saudi Arabian Government 
for which he had been given no authority by the Iraqi Government. ‘The Saudi 
Government soon detected the folly of his schemes and gave up taking him 
seriously. In December 1998 and January 1980 he wan in Sanaa visting the King 
of the Yemen. 

He was on leave in Germany on the outbreak of war in September 199 and 
chose to remain there rather than return to Traq. It is believed that he helps it 
the preparation of Arabic broadcasts from Berlin, 


101 
1913. Ay 

war joi 

Mili 

1923; Ki 

President, Civil Courts, Diala; Mutessarif of Kirkuk Liwa 1927, Mutescarif of 
Kat and Basra Liwas; Administrative Inspector 1981; Mutessarif of ‘Mosul 
Liwa 1934. 

Held other Government posts up to August 1937, when he was made to be 
Director-General of Revenues. Became a Minister of Economics and Communica- 
tions in December 1983 in the Cabinet of Nuri-al-Said. 

Made a Senator April 1999. Minister of Interior in September 1930 and 
Acting Minister of Justice in February 1940, Joined Rashid Ali's Cabinet in 
March 1940 as Minister of Communications and Works, 

Resigned in January 1961 with most of his colleagues as protest against 
Rashid Ali's pro-Axis policy. 

Since November 1941 he has been an active member of committees in the 
Senate. 

Appointed Minister of the Interior in Nuri Said’s Cabinet in December 1943, 
Resigned with the whole of Nuri Said's Cabinet in June 1944. 


102. Yunis Bahri—Born about 1904. Of the Jubur tribe of Mosul. From his 
carly dap be has ben wll known for bis unprincpled character and immoral 
private life. From 1923 to 1926 he held minor clerical posts in Government 
Offices. In June 1926 he went on a journey round the world and was repatriated 
destitute from Paris after having served a term of imprisonment for a 
misdemeanour. Between 1929 and 1933 he travelled in Arab countries, ‘including 
Tripoli, Tanis and the Hadhramant, and also Java, India, Afghanistan and Iran. 
On his return to Iraq he took up journalism and gave his support to extreme 
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nationalism. He also published a newspaper called Al Ugab. “He was subsidised 
in 1935-36 to publish'articles favouring the Italian cooquest of Abyssinia and 
in 1996 he sold himself to the German Legation, In April 1939 he went to Berlin 
and soon afterwards became the announcer of the Berlin Arabic broadcast. 

Tn this position he has been very successful, and his broadcasts were a 
powerful instrument of German propaganda. 

Power the spring of 1042 he “went off ie air” and it is rumoured that he was 
put into an internment camp in Germany 

Pat iptoadtast from Berlin’ in connexion with the Lebanese erisis of November 
1943. 

103. Yusuf Ghanimah—An intelligent and hardworking Chaldean Catholic 
of Bagdad; born about 1590, Diminntive and unimpressive, he mixes freely with 
Moslems-and was made Minister for Finance in January 1928, after having shown 
industry and ability as rapporteur of the Finance Committee of the Chamber 
Har aai in Parliament for Bagdad since the first election. Lost bis seat in the 
Chamber in the general election of 1930, and then began to take part in the 

ition parties, the Hizb-al-Watani (Nationalist party 

‘he Hizb-al-Ikhaal Watani (the Patty of National Brotherhood). Appoint 
Director-General of Revenues in the Ministry of Finance, December 102, and 
Director-General of the Ministry in 1933. Became Minister for Finance in 
Ali Jaudat's Cabinot in August 1934. Resigned with the whole Cabinet in 
February 1935, Appointed Director-General of Finance in June 1935. 

‘Appointed gencral manager of the Agricultural-Industrial Bank in 
December 1936. ; 

‘Was made Director-General of Antiquities in November 1041 

104, Yusuf [=-al-Pin—Sanni, Son of Thrahim Pasha, x Kurd of Su 
Born Bagdad 1801. Married to the daughter of Ali Agha of Sulaimani, Owns 
property in Bagdad, Amara and Sulaimani. Educated locally and entered the 
PN wervice in 1018. Graduated at the Law School in 1927. "Became a finance 
inspector in 1928 and was promoted Assistant Director-General of Finance in 
1090, Became Director-General of Land Settlement June 1934, Accoantant- 
Goneral June 1935, Appointed Minister of Education in Hikmat Sulaiman’s 


‘October 1936. He resigned in July 1037 bocauiee of his dissatisfaction 
cain the Cabinet's policy on the Euphrates pnd with Bal Sidqi's influence over 
the Primo Minister 


Obituary since last Report. 


Abdul Ghafur Badri 
Faris Agha. 





CHAPTER III—PALESTINE. 


[B 663/05/31) No. 5. 


Viscount Halifax to Mr. Eden —{Receiced 30th January.) 

478) 
(Telegraphic.) Washington, 30th Janvary, 1944 

IN Ith January there were put before the Hotise of Representatives 
two resolutions proposing that the good ollices of the United States should be 
used, and that appropriate measures should be taken, with the object of ensuring 
for the Jews unlimited entry into Palestine to the end that a ‘free and 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth '* might be established there. 

2. Itis stated by the Chairman of the House Committeo on Foreign Affairs 
that his committee will probably report favourably on the resolution on the 
Ist February. Then it is likely that the nes ill be debated cn 
the House and that it will be adopted without much opposition. 

3. On 28th January, Sir R, Campbell's attention was called to 
Fesolution by Mr. Berle, who informed him that any expression of views wh 
wo might like to make about the manner in which this development might b 
handled would be weleom ate Departiment.. On Monel 
tell him that if the State Department wish to say anything, they might polnt 
that the White for the continuation of Jewish immigration if 
Arabs agres, not. for us to express any opinion on any action which 
the United States lecide to take. Would Congress be propared 

\ yy consider that the position shuld be changed 
aimigration should continue against the wishes of tho majority of the 


If, a» in posible, these ideas are put into the minds of some members of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee by the State Department, the result may be to 
arouse doubts in the minds of the committee. This, however, is election year, and 
‘it must be remembered that there is no Arab vote in America. 





(1B 1433/05/31) No. 6 


Viscount Halifas to Mr. Eden—{Received 5th March) 
(No. 1117), 


(Telegraphic) 
MY telegram No. 1030. 

T hear that the Zionists themselves are now in favour of shelving of the 

resolution. McCloy said on the 2nd March that War Department are 
continuing to do their best to ensure that it does not emerge from the 
impression on Capitol Hill is that most members of Congress and particularly 
of Sol Bloom's committee are getting tied of the whole business, But it remaine 
to be seen whether some irresponsible congressmen will not introduce another 
Tesolution of a similar nature, 

2 It is too early to say whether rections from Arab countries will prove 
helpfal or will revive otherwise flagging interest, I have lately been putting into 
the beads of a few key people the idea that Arab hostility to Zionism is hardly 
Compatible with United States oil interest in the Middle East. ‘The fact that 
Mestage bas been received from Ibn Sand (though this has not been published 20 
far ax I know) reinforces this argument. The press has begun to uso this 
Argument, and it may prove to be one of the most helpful. 


Washinghon, Sth Marwh, 1044 






















































































(iB 1590/95/31) No. 7. 


Viscount Halifax to Mr Eden —(Recticedt 10th March.) 
No. 1208.) 
(Telegraphic) Washington, 9¢h March, 1944. 
ENITED Press report of 2 pm. today states that Wise and, Silver, 
Co-chairmen of American Zionist Emergency Council made following statement 
after conference with the President — 

“ President has authorised us to say that American Government has 
never given its approval to White Paper of 1939. President is happy that 
of Palestine are to-day open to Jewish refugees, and that when future 
jons are reached, full justice will be done £0 those who seek n Jewish 
national home, for which our Government and American people have always 
had deepest sympathy, and to-day more than ever in view of tragic plight of 

hundreds of thousands of homeless Jewish refugees.” 





(1B 1781/05/31) No. & 


Viscount Hatifax to Mr, Bden—(Receired 20rh March.) 

1381) 

legraphic:) Warkington, 19th March, 1944. 

FY telegram No. 1316. 

Foreign Affairs Committee of the House voted on 17th March to defer acti 
on Palestine Resolutions 418 and 419. This action followed testimony by 
MoCloy and receipt of letter from the Secretary for War, which concluded 
“without reference to the merits of these resolutions, further action on this at 
this time would projudice the successful prosecution of the wir.” 

2." Ropresentative Compton (Republican, Conneticut) and Wright (Demo: 
rat, Pennsylvania) spoke expressing extreme disappointment and disapproval af 
the Committeo's decision,  Representaive Sol Hloom (Democrat, New York) said 
he had voled against tabling the resolutions. ‘There was A suggestion of 
introducing a watered-down resolution omitting reference to a Jewish Common- 
‘woalth, and concentrating on the imtaigration question, but the War Departinent 
believes that he has averted even that. 





(B 2670/98/31) No. 9. 
Viscount Halifax to Mr. Bden.—(Receieed 2nd May.) 


Washington, 8th April, 1944. 
IN my telegram No. 1381 of the 18th March I had the honour to report that 
the Foreign Aflaire Committee of the House of Representatives bad on the 
previous day voted to defer notion on House. Resolutions 418 and 410() 
(texts enclosed). Although these two specific resolutions raay therefore be dead, the 
Yeaue which inspired them, nawely, the Zionist agitation over the future status 
of Palestine, is still very inuch alive in Ybis couatry, and it may therefore be 
tiseful if I trace brielly the recent course of events in Con, x 
2. House Resolutions 418 and 419 are defined as “‘urging the use of 
American good offices to the end that the doors of Palestine should be opened and 
people may ultimately reconstitute Palestine as a free and 
emo jewish Commonwealth."” The resolutions were originally introduced 
in the Senate by Senators Taft (Republican, of Ohio) and Wagner (Demoorat, of 
New York), and in the House by Representatives Compton (Republican, of 
Connecticut) and Wright (Democrat, of Pennsylvania). Hearings took place in 
the House on the 9th and the 15th February; accounts of these hearings are 
tontained in the second and third appendices to this despatch('), which show 
trnt‘the opposiion case was presented fa 4 way which, all things considered, was 
surprisingly satisfactory. Airendy at’ the first hearing the danger of the 
Fesalutions provoking Arab disturbances was raised. The opposition case was 
finally beaten down by the energetic testimony of Rabbis Heller, Silver, Goldstein 
and Wolf Gold, ‘The hearing on the 15th February (see Appendix 3(’) ) followed 


(0) Not prantes 


(No. 344) 
Sir, 





‘ore or less the course of the previous hearing: the ablest exponent of the opposi- 
tion case was Profesor Hith, of Princeton University. but again the Zionist. 
Witness, Emanual Neumann, had the last word and desiolished fairly completely 
the structure raised by the opposition. The main outcome of the hearings was 
the immense embarrassment of the chairman, Mr. Sol Bloom, who throughout 
hhas been torn between the desire on the one hand to placate his many Jewish 
Coustituents and on the other to keep in with the President and Me. Hull 
Mr. Bloom finds himself in the awkward position of » man trying to sit on the 
fence with both ears to the ground. 

8. At this stage in the proceedings the Arab world began to raise its voice 
in protest (stimulated to some extent, I am informed, by the Military Attaché 
at the Iragi Legation here). The President of the Iraqi Senate cabled to 
Senator Wagner, protesting against the resolution; he was joined in a. second 
protest by his colleague, the President of the Chamber of Depaties, this joint 
effort being considerably more violent in tone than the first one, ‘The Syrian 
Foreign Office then joined issve and presented on the 24th February to the United 
States Consul at Damascus a uote enclosing copies of telegrams despatched the 
day before by the Speaker and Chairman of the Syrian Foreign Affairs Committce 
to their counterparts in the Congress of the United States, protesting against the 
resolutions, ‘The Egyptian Government was not slow to enter the fray and their 
example was rapidly followed by the Emir Abdullah of Transjordan and by the 
Arab National bloo in Palestine. Finally, King Ibn Sand is believed to have made 
,coaeietion, the the form and coninte of hi iteration Dave 20 bee 

iva 

£ This series of Arab outbursts provoked mixed emotions in the United 
States. On the one hand the Zionist element in Congress indignantly protested 

inst what Representative Compton chose to describe as‘ presi 
dictation from foreigo legislators'’: in this he was supported by. Senator 
Wagner's Olympian, but in this context faintly humorons, dictuan that " Congres 
for over a century has decided questions on its own without interference from 
foreign countries.” On the otber hand the more serious elements were given 
seriously to think by the prospect of disturbances in the Near East, for which 
Feaponsibility might rest with the United States Congress. At the same timo it 
thecame obvious that the Administration viewed without enthusiasm the prospect 
‘of the passage of the resolutions on the 20th February the columnist. Constantine 
Brown, usually looked upon as a State Department mouthpicce, wrote an article 
in the Washington Stor deploring the resolutions in particular and the 
irresponsible, usiresteained Zionist pressure in general. In the meantime, the 

aby Mr, Bloom was stalling desperately in the bape thatthe Adminstration 
would come to his aid; rumours were gaining currency of the opposition of the 
War Department; most members of ‘the committee were tired of the whole 
performance and, although too frightened to say so publicly in an election y 
Were secretly hoping that the War Department would kill the whole issue 
Several meabers were also afraid that action on their part under presure from 
the Zionists, favouring @ particular settlement of the Palestine problem, might 
easily open the way for the various minority national groups to, begin putting 
pressure on Congress in favour of their own specific solution of problems affecting 
their mother-countries, (This pressure from minority. groups bas increased in 
the last few weeks, and many Congressmen aro. distinctly worried over the 
possibility that it may considerably complicate matters for them in the coming 
Hlections) Supporters of the resolutions, such as Representatives. Wright 
(Deniocrat, of Pennsylvania), Rogers (Democrat, of California) aud Celler 
(Demecrat, of New York), felt that Mr- Bloom's dilatory and unenthusiastic 
performance was the main cause for the failure of the resolutions to pass, 

5. Protests coutinued to come in from the Arab world, acts of violence took 
place in Palestine, atid the more serious elements even amongst the Zionists 
themselves began to feel that this was no time for resolutions of this nature. As 
Thad the honour to inform you in my telegram No. 1117 of the 4th March, 
Mr. McCloy, the Assistant Secretary for War, told me at that time that the War 
Department were doing their best to ensure that the resolutions should not emerge 
from coramittee At the same time the impression was gaining ground in circles 
‘connected with petroleum interests that the unrest: which the resolutions might 
‘Well produce in the Arab world would not be conducive to the successful outcome 
Of the Near Eastern off projects then on foot. King Ibn Saud’s reported protest 
Wwas particularly significant in this respect, 

FP On the Ath March the New York Times published a despatch headed, 


“ Marshall Opposes Vote on Palestine,” reporting that the Chief of Staff had 
[20046] ES 

















































































































urged the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to postpone action. om, the 
resolutions for reasous of military expediency. The general's testimony was given 
ft a closed meeting of the couimittee and further details were not available. 
‘The tone of the press on the next day was one of general expectation of indefinite 
postponement. Protests against this "' administration interference” naturally 
Followed, but the forces opposing the resolutions were gaining ground. The 
President at his conference on the 3rd March had declined to. comment 
Mr. Stettinius on the same day had confirmed the receipt by the State Departinent 
of protests from four Arab Governments, although he had not committed himself 
on them. Meanwhile, the German Mimistry of Propaganda was enjoying itself 
over this "clash botveeen Islamism and Americanism,” and, numerous rumours 
Wore set on foot to the effect that Great Britain had inspired the Arab protests 
‘ithougt the hearings appeared to he suspended, the resolutions still provoked 
frequent comment in both Houses; on the 7th March Representative Compton 
(Republican, of Connecticut) made a. brief statement protesting against 
Sraletation to Congress by a few wealthy Arabs under British domination.” 
This was the general toue of the protests, which included one of considerable 
leg Ted onthe thy March by, Representative Dickstein, (Democrat, of 
Now York) 

7 “Hlonist protests had already lost a considerable amount of their appeal 
when on tho Sth’ March the widely-detested, but no less widely-read, columnist, 
Drow Pearson, asserted that the deferment of the Palestine resolutions was a 
result of Major-General Patrick J. Murleys talk with President. Roosevelt. on 
problems of the Near East, ‘The allegation of British prossure on the protesting 
Krabe wat strongly rebutted by various organs of the Arab press and, as indicated 
above, the Zionists themselves wore already getting cold feet. On the 14th March 
Representative Hamilton Fish (Republican, of New York) put, forward a 
compromiae auiggestion, supported by Representative Celler, proposing that the 
Word." Commonwealth’ ahoald be omitted. from the resolution, On. the 
17th March, aa reportod in my telegram No, 1381, the Foreign Afjairs Committee 
Of tho House voted to defer action on the resolutions, Representatives Compton 
find Wright expressed strong disapproval and recorded their disappointment at 
the decision of the committee. Mr. Dloom, however, admitted to the press that 
he had voted against reporting the resolutions out of his committee, “Even the 
waited form vuggeted othe 14h Mareh had also apparently been indefinitely 
put on the shel 
pang. So fir as Congressional action is concerned the resolutions may_well be 
dead, The Zionists, however, do not intend to accept this state of aflairs and are 
ishing to do everything within their power to revive the corpse; on the 22ud March 
five Tuteritn Committee of the American Jewinh Conference met. in New, York 
ind adopted a resolution expressing the hope that the military authorities * will 
thon fist it ponsible, consistent with the reality of the situation, to withdraw 
their objectian ao that Congress may proceed to express itself.” 

0, “The President himself gave the Zionists a new lease of life when (as 

sorted in imy telogram No, 1908) he received Drs. Wise and. Silver on 

ch and authorised them to quote him as saying that “the American 
Government has never given its approval to the White Paper of 1989"; not 
only tho Zionists but practically: all American Jewry welcomed this unexpected 
Seindfall, which they interpreted ax meaning that the President was on thetr side 
Ji had not inspired the Wise Department pressure which had led to the shelvin 
at the resolutions, ‘Thin mancavre by the President, possibly not unconnectes 
‘vith the imminence of the New York State Primaries, has undone much of the 
Joo achieved by General Marshall's testimony and, by exposing ao obvious» 
oft im the ratks of the Administration, has effectively revived an. issue which 
we had began to hope was dead. ‘The enclosed copy of an article(’) written by 
TF. Stone in The Nation of the 18th March. will show you the sort of comment 
Which thie remarkable demonstration of Presidential subtlety has produced 

‘rhe ‘State Department has been considerably embarrassed by the 
President's statement. At his conference with: members of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Commission on the 22nd March Mr. Hull, I am reliably informed, was 
asked by Senator Vandenberg how Congress could comply with his request for 
sMatartion with the Administration if the latter was divided. within itself, 
canthown by the contrast between, on the cne hand, General Marshall's testimony 
we he military inadvisability of discussing at this juncture the question of 
{mmigention into Palestine and, on the other hand, the direct encouragement to 


() Bot printed. 


do just that thing given by the President om the 9th March to Drs. Wi 
: i y sident 0 March to Drs. Wise and 
Silver. It ie reported that Mr. Hull, after a long and troubled silence, repli 
to the following effect : “In all the twenty years that I have known yo 
the first time you have asked me a deliberately painfal personal question. 
tenior| member of the Siate Department said reeenty to a member of my staf 
he Palestine question w: be all right “*if only we can Vise an 
Silver out of the White House. re wll deca 
11. Since the foregoing paragraphs were drafted I have Seen in_this 
i bad rere Haas 
President's not very convincing explanation af his statement and of the speeches 
tad on tbe sabject in Congress yesterday by Senators Clark (Democrat, of 
Mises) and chow, (Deocest af Golora de). Lalo oncios a copy.of an 
interesting article(’) on this point, written by Arthur Krock, normally a supporter 
Of the Stale Deparimeat, in the same paper. ask sac 
Thave, & 
(For the Ambassador), 
RT, CAMPBELL. 


Enolosure in No, 9, 


78m Concwnss, 20 Session, H. Res. 418, 


In the House 0f Repreventatices, 27th January, W944 


Mr. Wright submitted the following resol hich wan referred vo 
Reiman ioe aie na 8 eer 


Revolution 


Whereas. the Sixtysoventh Congress of the United States on the 
301h June, 1922, unanimously revolved "that. the United ‘States of Al 
favors the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Je 
rope, it being lenly understand that nothing shall be done which tay pre 
uh I ons Ti te of Daria and all other Fowinh commuanition 
holy places and religious buildings and sites in Palesti 
shall be adequate rected and Sheers tesa 
werean th Futhloss perseciation af the Jewish people in Rurope bas cleath 
demonstrated the need for s Jewish batisland ks t-hnven for the farge numbere 
who have become homeless ax a result of this persecution : Therefore be it 
Resoleed, That the United Staten shall use its good offices and take 
appropriate measures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened 
for fre entry of Jews into that county, and that there aball be full opportunity 
for colonization, s0 that the Jewish people may ultimately recone Palestine 
asa free and democratic Jewish commonweal Nea 


()) Not printed 




















































































































CHAPTER IV.—PERSIA. 


(1B 2118/2118/34) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received 5th April.) 


(No, 118, 
Gee 


Tehran, 14th March, 1944. 


WITH toference to my despatch No. 213 of the 2nd July, 1940, T have the 


honour to transmit herewith a revised 
2. ‘The list has been compiled hy 


ist of Personalities in Persia. 
Mr. ‘Trott, oriental secretary, from the 


material accumulated since his return to Persia at the end of 1940. ° Since the 

cparture of Reza Shah, in September 1941, the available material has greatly 
increased, both owing to the greater number of consular and other officials in 
the country who have been able to render roports, and owing to the lifting of the 
restrictions on intercourse with foreigners which was one of the most tiresome 


features of the régime of Rexn Shab. 


1 regret. that the compilation of this 


record has been so greatly delayed : the delay has been due not only to the great 
increase in the available material but to the continual demands on the oriental 


secrotary’s time wi 


have made it difficult for him to devote much time to 


compiling records of oficial who occupy most of his ofice hours i Jong interviews, 
44, Mr, Trott has endeavoured to keep track of all persoae who ave come 


to s00 him, and to record all available detail 


will romain on record for his successor. 


the Personalities List to unwieldy dimensions, | He hi 


about them in a series of files which 
‘To include them all would have swollen 
therefore, only included 


the most important in this list, Tt comprises 236 persons in all; three of the old 
names have beon omitted as the persons concerned seemed of little ar no 
importance; and twenty-coven of those on previous liste have died. Forty-six 
naw names, including a fair number of promising members of the younger genera. 


tion, have been added, 


‘4. Lam sending copies of this despatch and its onclosure to the Government 
of India and to the Minister Resident in the Middle East 


T have, &o, 
RW. BULLARD. 


Enclosure in No. 10, 


Report on Personalities in Persia, December 1943. 


‘Adl (Alo Mustafa ( 
(or "Atwhava:Trahiil), Abd 


‘Aghovll, see Agel 
‘Abr (Akg), Mid 
‘Ahmedi, ace Avira 
‘Niraon (Ay 

Huei. 
AN Haasan, 
‘Ala"Hussin, CALG, (Muin-ol- Vieateth 
‘Aloe (Anlaty) De. Aumie (SmirS-A’ Tam) 
‘A‘lam (Aalaun), Muaaliue 

Abeahizn 


¢ 
(Saulata Mlk. 
Al Ain (ar Sana 
‘tba Aha 
mad 
li (Ariat Ty 
Howie (oben ale” Amin 


Amine (oe Abn. Abed Asha 
‘mnie Khowori, Reza Qull, Geveral 
‘Amin (Amer). Javad 

‘Amiri (Amery), Sultan Mubaramad 


20, Aunin-Taintur Kalall, Mubssnnusd Iyeab 
1, Ansari (Ansatie). Abdul Hussain Mas’ 

‘(lasso 

‘Amati Glas Ali 

‘Aqeeti (Agha), Varajulla. 

‘Armateb, Sadie 

‘Ardalaa, Abbas 

Anlalas, Dr. All Ghetl 

AArdalaa, Arsaoullah (Haji Tes-ul-Mawalih), 

‘Andalan, Ghulam Ab, 

‘Anlalan, Naaie Quli 

‘Atta, Hassan, 

Aan Mustafa (pevviounly known as 
Tushmand) 

Asad. (Assad, really As‘ad), Mubaromad 
‘Quali (Sardar Babli), 

Audi, Salma 

Atabeki, Mulia. 

‘uring (Owrang), Abdul Hossein 

‘A'zaim-Zangaoeh, De Abdul Hacnid 

‘eam Zaopaneh, Al (Atnies Kull) 

‘Azudi, Yadullah (Arie Asam) 

Bader, Abdul Wahab, 

Bader. Mabruud, 

Bot, Malik-on-Shuses 

Bahman, Abakbar 





Rolrac, Abdallah 
Bsbraini, Parajallah (Dabies-A'2am. 





Bahram, Pasbllah 

Bakhtiar, Murtezs Quli Samsun, 

Bayat, Murtora Qoll (Saha-or Sultan), 

Bsyeador, Ghulam Hussein 

Boshibei Debdashti, Agha Jawad (Asie 
Husnayun) 

Bushiler Debdashti, Agha Ties 

Busurjmels, General Kerim Agha 

Dadgar, Hussein (Adl-ul Mull). 

Dadar, Mehdi (Vaas0g-c+-Saltasab), 

Dargai, Muhammad 

Dash. Al. 

Daslatabahi, Abul Fath. 

Diba. Abul Hassan (Sigat-od-Dowlch), 

Divanbeg, Agha 


Vatimi (Fateens). Seffur, 
Fewvagh, ul Thawan 


(Abolgtaesom) 
Wudlakar (Pedaks). Tagh (Te 
Firws, Mubainonad Huns 


77, Ghaflarh Talal-ud: Dis 
Mamalik) 
has, Quai : 
Gharagoela, see Qaragusly 
Gharib, are Que. 





‘Ghodue, ave Qoda 
Wajhi, Abdul Hussein 

Hiabiani, All Akbar. 

Wodayat, Abdullah 

Widayat, Lesstalla, 

Hidayat, Mehdi Quit (Mfukbbir 


232 


day Resngul (Napye- 
aya Rezagul (Napyerl Mth) 
Hikmat Alaecbar. 
Hint, Reca (Sadar Fai) 

ah, Mubarnaad Al 


Intisam (Ratesam), Abdallah 
Intieamn (Rotesam), Naseulal 
Tqbal, ALL 

Iqbal, Dr. Manuchie. 
Tifendiari (Esfandisr, 


Qui. 
Tafapdiari (Bafandiar) 
(Sadiq-al-Mal) 
Indeed tenia, Aseaile, oee 
arai-l-Samal) 
Inlandier| (Befandiari), Fatbullah Nuri. 
Tefandiari (Esfandiari), Hansan (Haji 
‘Mubterbin-us Salta, 
Istsodiari (Estandian), Musa Nori, 
(Muvaflag-us-Saltaneh) | 
Milnedi (Etter), Nasi Qa (Naaarod- | 
Dovel). 
102 Jahan (Djehan), Ja'ar (Diafar) | 
Wik, ahanbans, Auair Lasbkat Amanullab. | 
104 Jahanbaak Mubasstoad Husssin 


88 S 8 S288SseRneee as 


Jao (Djats}, Mahmood (Modie-ul Atul). 
Jehangit (Djsbanguir, Nasrullah 
Kolalt ee Amie Tai 


7. Kemal “Hideyat, Hasan All (Naar 


‘Mlk 

Kamal Hidayat, Mustats Quié (Fabivo-ud. 
Dole). 

Kambatbsh, Abdos-Saruad 

Kasiod (Kazemi), Bagi (Bagher) 
‘Gluhazib-ud-Dowleh), 

Kaien (Kosei, Mustafa (Dubie 
Mul 

Keathaai (or Kaa), Soyyid Abul-Quatn. 
Keshan, Jala-ud-Din 

Keghan, Masud (Masoud), 
Khajeb-Noury, hala AM (Nizatw-ue 
Sultan) 

Khinjeh-Novry, Hossein, 

Khowrovuat, Shahab, 

Kbidayaci, Ishodayir, 

Khvuarovanl, Sarip Abad, 

Keorvon, Laon 

Kupal (Koupal), Sadiq (Sadogh) 
Kurdistan, -Asaduliah 

TLabutl (kno usually v6 Major Lahouti 
‘Khan 

Malu, loan (Itaiacot Tuya) 
Malekador, Moh, 


Muvadalit (Moadel), Tutt Ai 
Muaeid,(Moared), Mow ud 

(Sebaatr "Aon 

Xoury, Koeln (Mudabbinws 


) 
Dr. Alnosd (Tmnad-ub-Mulk) 

Moni (Main), Sarlasbar Alana 

Mokhtar, Mukn-ud-Din 

Muli, Surin, 

Mugaddam (Magheddaia), Mubatomad Al 

Mogaddam, Sarloalbar Tossa 

Musadd yaad (Maange 
‘Saltaneh), 

Muda, Hawa sra-Mulk), 

Mutarnidi (Motarned 

Murwaqaee (Movagher), Tala 

Muaffari, Hussein Qui (Prinoe Nusrat-vs 


‘Nufel (Nats) De As Anghar(Muadab- 
Dowie . 


Nafiel (Nasiey), Fathullah 
Rafi (Sates) Hasan (Muara. 
‘Dore 


i. Aba Qaai (Aba Shas, 
hal, Muhainso 
Muhammad (Amie 




































































Wok nl-Suth), 
poy. a No. 158. 

sikpey, Manuchihe, age No, 158 

Nianm Qe we Qaragualu 


Pablovi, Hoyal Pasaly 
Vaknaene, Jafar (Ibtisian-ub Visas 
its-Arfa, 


78, Quai 
74. Qajar, Abul Path, (Salanad Drleh) 
Gongs, All Moun (aha-ul tuk) 
tah, Human Ah 
‘Quast, Huaseln Quit (Amie 


Qoahqas, Kear 
‘Qaovain, Hors 


Hat'ath (Ratlety), Hvnesin 
Tahnena, Aoinil:Abedia 


u 
rt 
Sasi Dr Tous (Sadi Ai 
Badigl, Sadi (Mosisbntd:Dowlah) 
Bude, Soyyht Muha (Sud 
Saar Aba Alt (Buin 
Beil (Se'h, Baad), Mo 
‘uaa 
Sajjad: Mubaesoned 
Saleh, Allahyar 


Ataboli Aman. 
‘Ani, Bagi 

Bd, Hasan. 

Baral, Dr. Hossein. 
Bayendor, Olulary Ali 
Dob Syd Abst All 
Farein, Muhoryioad Al, 
Poroughl, Mubasnmed Ab. 





Sami (Satnipij. Hussein 
Saltaneh). 

So Mii (Samiyi), Kazi 
Seujabi, Kerse 

Saszub, Hamid. 

Sayyah, 

Bayrahy 


Shabbakbti, Sipabbod Mubarssuad 
Sheibesi, General Halibolla, 
Shazne-ul-Mulk Ara'l, Assadullah (Shabab 
‘ad-Dovleb). 
Shagoa Hadi (Hisn-ed-Dowleb) 
Shaqaap, Hasaad, 
Bhorat-Zadeh, Abwsad, 
haukat, age “Alain, Mubammnd Toeabien 
Shayesteh, Mubassimad 
Shirvanh Hugaein. (Shukub-l-Mulk) 
Shulkul,Humoin.(Sholkub-o Mull) 
Sinai (Siaaai) Ali Akbar 
Suhail (Sobely), AU. 
Bur. Quai (lonely Surd-tarail. 

od 


(ffihmat-ud-Dowle, 
‘previously warned Pits) 
(Badegh) 
Ahmad. 4e¢ Qavram, Alinad. 
Hossa, GOB. (Vouuged: 
, 
aah, General Murtes 
nal, (ISaae-l-Di 
(brain. 
see A'sar0-Zanganah, 
Zanjeni, Hussein, 
Yarghats, Arivolih, 
Zarrinkilss, Ali Asghae 


Mudarrin, Bopyid TTossan, 
Mubain, Suleiroan. 
Pashts-Kuh, Glvlam Reva 
Qarib, Abbas. lk. 
Takhahant, Haman. Ab 
urukh., Arbab Keihhusraw 
Shatbani, Ai Muhatvoad, 
‘Sine, Jaw. 


Omitted ax being of no further interest 
‘Awsini, Mubsin (15 in 1940 lat. 
"AbulPath (61 In 1940 Tia) 
i, Fiza (174 in 1040 it), 


insiir-we-Saltaneh)—Born in Tabriz about 1885, 


‘There he finished his pri 


‘education and 


lis in 1903, At the 








fuated from the 
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at the Ministry of Justice until 1927. He became in that year legal 
adviser to the Ministry and drafted a number of new judicial codes. member 
of the Supervisory Board of the National Bank from 1920-32; in 1983 Director 
of the Legislation Department of the Ministry of Justice, and professor in the 
Law Academy at Tehran. 

Appointed Persian Minister at Berne in 1934. Recalled to Tehran, December 
1936. Political Director-General in the Ministry for Foreign A@airs, March 1937. 
Under-Secretary, July 1087. Acting Minister, March 1938. Minister at Rome, 
July 1935, and alin aceredited to Budapest, September 1998, 

Returned from Rome late in 1941, Director of the Faculty of Law 1941 
Minister of Education in Soheily’s Cabinet, March to Angust 1942. He was not 
‘conspicuous for help to the Allied canse in 1942-and if it is troe that he has now 
retired from public service it will not be much loss He was, however, appointed 
Minister without Portfolio in the reshuffled Soheily Cabinet of December 1943 
Pradh et little man without mach personality. good bridge player Speaks 

rench, 


2 Afkhami (or Afkham-Ibrahimi), Abdul Reza—Born in ‘Tebran 1885, a 
son of the late Sultan Ali Khan Vazir-i-Atkham, chamberlain of Muzaflar-ed: 
Din Shab. 

Educated in Persia and in a military college in Austria, Joined the 
gendarmerie in 1911, and by 1921 had risen to the rank of colonel, Has been a 
stall officor for many years. Served on Pereo-Turkinh Frontier Commission 1931 
‘Accompanied the Shah on his State visit to Turkey in June 1034, 

Military Governor of Tehran, April to June 1942, Very activ 
relief among the poor of Tehran daring the winter of 1042-43, General officer 
commanding of the Kerman Division, September 1043 

‘A rubicund face indicates a certain fondness for the bottle, bat he has always 
been well-disposed to.us A ploaxant fellow, always ready for a joke. He gives 
the imprestion of being a competent soldier not intereated in politi” Speake 
Englis 

3%. Afshar, Reza —Born at Urumieh (now Reza’iyeh) about 1838. Joined 
the Ministry of Finance as a young man, and during Mirza Kuchik Khan's 
rebellion in Gilan acted as financial agent to him; and soon after the war be 
et vey with certain funds from the Finance Ofice in Reaht: With thea he 

ight carpets and took them to America for sale. Served also under Sir P. Cox, 
who paid him well. Returned to Persia in 1921, full of American ideas and 
education. Joined the staff of Dr. Millspaugh, the American financial adviser 
‘Astaunch supporter of the Pahlevi régime; elected to the 5th, Oth and 7th Majlis, 
o Firaz Mirza when the Inter was Minister of Finance. Governor of 
Gilan in 1929. While at that post he organised the Gilan Import and Export 
Company, which was founded in opposition to Rassian trade monopoly methods, 
‘As a result he incurred the hostility of the Russian interests there. Governor- 
General of Kerman in 1931. Minister of Roads in February 1932, Resigned in 
the following July, being unable to build the Chalus road fast enough for the 
Shab. Governor of Isfahan September 1982 to December 1983. Since then 
unemployed. Was put under surveillance in Tebran in 1935 owing to supposed 
inefficiency (perhaps complicity) in connexion with the Bakhtiari plots in 1994. 
Sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and ent exclusion from Govern: 
tment service, in Jane 1096, for accepting a bribe when Minister of Roa 

‘Not yet reemployed.’ Candidate for the Majlis 1943. Speaks 
fluently. “Full of ideas and energy. Very nationalistic, and rather anti-Bri 
‘and anti-religious, 

4. Ahi (Ady), Majid —Born in Tehran 1886. Educated in Persia and 
Moscow. Holds a’ degree in law from the University of Moscow. Returned to 
Persia in 1914 from Russia. Appointed Commissioner for the Lianosofl Fisheries 
1915-18, Director-General of the Ministry of Education 1922-24 A judge of 
the Court of Cassation 1923-33. Governor-General of Fars, Angust 1953, where 
he did good and energetic work. Minister of Roads and Communications, 
January 1938. Received the Ist Glass Order of Humaynn on the completion of 
the Transiranian Railway, September 1935. Suddenly relieved of his duties and 

laced more.or less under house arrest at the end of November 1938. He had 


8. 
‘As Minister of Justice he was largely responsible for the details of the law 
concerning the restitution of the ex-Shah’s properties to their former owners, Tn 
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those discussions he showed more attention to detail than to principle and the 
resulting cumbrous and complicated enactment pleased few except the Iawyers 
‘who tried to understand it and interpreted it in various ways. 

‘Speaks Russian, French and a little German. Married a Russian or Polish 
Jowess, Able, hard-working, and friendly to foreigners in general. 

5. Airom (Ayrom), General Muhummiad. Hussein—Born about 1882. _ Son 
of an emigrant from Erivan. Educated in Tehran and in Russia. Commissioned 
into the infantry of the Cossack Division about 1901, In 1912 colonel and staff 
officer at the Cossack Division headquarters Fell into disgrace in. 1918 as the 
result of intrigues with women. A fayourite of Reza, he was re-employed in 
1922 and appointed to command the Northern Independent Brigade at Resbt, 
While in that command he showed enterprise, energy and some power of organisa 
tion, and kept Bolshevik intrigues under severe control, He also did a great 
deal for the improvement of the eity of Resht. Appointed commander of the 
troops at Tabriz in 1925, Fell again into disgrace a year later, probably through 
his inability to abstain from intrigue. Chief Inspector of the army in 192 
and in tho police of Tehran during 1928. Went to Europe; then returned to 
te chiof of inspection missions in 1090 and L991. “Appointed chief of police in 

pri 

‘At one time, Ayrom was looked’ upon as having greater power than an 
member of the Cabinet and to be the Shah's right hand man. His son even 
Imareied nsister ofthe Queen: he subsequently ded of a mysterious disease 

‘Ayrom left suddenly for Germany, ostensibly for medical treatment, in the 
summer of 1935. Serious charges of taking bribes and of all kinds of trickery 
have since been made against him, and Reza Shah, furious with " the only one 
of my trusted servants who has’ hitherto deceived me.”* tried to secure bis 
extradition. But he got large sums of money out of the country, and was heard 
of in 1942 living on the Riviera as a Count of Lichtenstein: 

Has an Ttalian wife, whom no one saw w! 

Speaks Russian and a little German, A strong dise 
for lolshevism and organised a kind of Ogpn in Tehran to counteract Soviet 
spying: 

6. Akbar, Hanan—Born about 1004; second son of the late Sardar 
Mu‘tamid of Rent, Inherited large estates in Gilan from his father, Educated 
at Tebran. Married in 1987 Victoria, daughter of Sarem-ud-Douleh. Deputy 
for Resht in the 13th Majlis, and again for Fumen in the 14th. 

A fat and cheerful. little man who, like all the members of his family, has 
always been on good terms with us. Not of great intelligence, but clever and 
‘active. whon it comes to disposing of his rice crop and ciroumventing the Russians, 


7. Ala, Hutwein, CMG. (Mv'in-ul-Vieareh)—Born about 1884” Son of 
tho late Prince Ala-es-Saltaneh, for many years Persian Minister in London. 
Educated at Westminster School, where be seems to have received rough treat 
ment, which resulted in a strong anti-British bias, at any rate for the ext few 
years. Created CMG. in 1905, when he accompanied his father on a special 
imission to London for the coronation of the late King Edward VII. Appointed 
** chef de cabinet "in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1906, his late father 
being: then Minister for Foreign Affairs. He remained as “chef de cabinet ” 
to various Ministers until 1916. Appointed Minister of Public Works in January 
1918, and continued to direct that Ministry during the Cabinet presided over 
by Sameam-ns-Saltanch, which, was in power from May to August 1018, This 
abinet abrogated tho Treaty of Turkmanchat, 

{Ale wae hostile to Sir Charles Marling, His Majesty's Minister trom 1015 

to 1918, and caused repeated complaints to be made to the Foreign Office th 

his brothor, who was then Persian Minister in London. He accompanied 
abortive Persian mission to the Paris Peace Conference in 1918. Appointed 
Persian Minister at Madrid in 1919, and at Washington in 1920. Conducted 
negotiations in Washington in 1921-22 for the American Financial Mission to 
Persia, aftor he had failed to obtain the North Persia Oil Concession first for 
the Standard Oil Company and then for the Sinclair Corporation. Returned 
from Washington in 1925 and took bis seat in the fAfth Majlis as_a Deputy 
for Tehran: Minister of Public Works fora short time in May 1087, Seeoad 

lega o ‘of Nations for some tis i 

seg Seater ime. Attended Locarno in that 
.ppointed Minister at Paris in 1920, One of the Persian delegates selected 
to represent Persia before the Langue of ‘Nations in tho Angie Perinn Of 
Company dispute in 1933, Returned to Tehran early in 1939 to take over a 








o 


in the National Bank of Persia, though he had no particular knowledge 
bare Ce ational an oT the oraniaation of the Red Liou and ‘Son 
and in the Ferdausi Memorial Committee. 

Tn 1931 his transfer to the post of Minister in London was mooted, though 
it ald. not materialise, On that occasion His Majesty's Government were 
tnwilling to receive him, on the ground that his attitude in reporting a libel 
on His Majesty King George V rendered it difficult to suppose that he was then 
Snimated by friendly sentiments. 

"Appointed Minister in London, July 1034. Recalled in the summer of 1996; 
returned to Tebran in October.  Appoitited Supervisor of Monopoly Companies, 
December 1936. Director-General of Commerve in 1937, and given the new 
appointment of Minister of Commerce in September 1987. Removed from this 
appointment, April. 1935. Chief Persian attached to. Major-General . the 

Earl of Athlone and Her Royal Highuess Princess Alice during their visit to 
‘Tehran for the Crown Prince's wedding, April 1939, ’ 

Married Fatimeh Khanum, the ouly daughter of the late Abu'l Qasim Khan 
Qaragozlou (Nasir-ul-Mulk), Regent of Persia, in duly 1927. Mme. Ala was 
one ‘of the first of her generation to leave off the veil. President of the Ns ional, 
Bank, October 1941. Minister of Court, October 1042, but appears to have done 
nothing to curb the young Shah's evident intention to rule the country in much 
the same way as his father did. 

‘A hard worker and a staunch patriot; intelligent and well-read; interested 
in tie literature of many countries and quite a good pianist. Has a porfeat 
‘command of English and speaks good French. In the past he has had a reputa 
tion for anti-British sentiments, In 1943 and 1944, however, hin relations with 
the British Legation were good; he scems a good deal more anti-Russian than 
Aanti-British, and is doubtless more pro- Persian «nn either. 


8, A'lam (Aalam), Dr. Amir (Amir-i-A 'lam)—Born about 1880. Son of the 
Inte Mirza Ali Akbar Khan, who was Persian consul at Datascus for a number 
of years. Educated at Damascns, Beirut and Lyons, where he ob 
degree. In private practice in Tehran since 1911. An army doctor for some 
years. 

MT Married the eldest daughter of Vossugh-ed-Douleh, and took part in 
itics through the influence of his father-in-law. Reorganised the shrine 
pital at Meshed 

Minister of Public Works 1920; a member of the foarth Majlis. 

Education 1921. Court physician in 1925 and subsequent years, 

Helped to found the ** Red Lion and Sun "* Society, and has devoted a good 
deal of time and energy to its affairs. Vice-president of the Inter-Pariamontary 
Union 1934, and vice-president of the “* Red Lion and Sun" organisation in 
Persia. Speaks Frenc 

9. ANam (Aalam), Musajfar—Born about 1885, Son of the lato Mirza Ali 
Akbar Kham, Persian consul at Damascus for a number of years, and brother of 
De. Amir Aalam. Brought up at Damascus, and destined for w military carcor 
in his youth. Sent to St. Cyr and rerved for some time in the army. Served on 
several occasions on the Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, In, 1928 appointed 
Governor of the Gulf Ports, and in February 1931 Governor-General of Fars, 

(th jurisdiction over the Gulf Ports as well. Relinguished that appointment 
July 1981 to serve on the Frontier Commission once more. Tn April 1933 
Appointed Governor of Western Azerbaijan. residing at Rezaieh (Urumich). 

‘Director-General of Commerce 1935. Minister to Iraq, April 1938, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, July 1938. Represented Tran at the League of Nations 
Assembly, September 1938. 

Minister for Foreign Afiairs again in 1941, but summarily dismissed by 
Reza Shah early in that year, at which be retired to Isfahan and hay hardly 
been heard of again 

‘Speaks French, Arabio and Turkish fluently. A corpulent and agrecable 
person, showing little signs of intelligence on any subject. Is said to owe his 
Rdvancement to the fact that he saved the life of Reza Shah on one occasion, 


10. ‘Alom (Alam), Muhammad Ibrahim (Shaukat-ul-Mvlk), C:1.8,—Born 
about 1882. Descended from a family the members of which have exercised more 
for lees independent. role in the Qainit and the neighbourhood for several 

jerations. Has been Governor of Sistan and the Qainét on many occasions. 

fas 3 Tong record of, friendship with the British and “has often, teen 
‘a great help to. us. Previous. to the. present extension of the authority 
Of the Central Government Shaukat enjoyed a considerable measure of 













































































British support; for example, Sir'W. Townley obtained for him the governorship 
of Sistan aud Quin in 1913. " Visited Tehran for some months in 1925, when he 
kept in close touch with this Legation. He presented Reza Shah’ with am 
expensive gift on the occasion of the latter's coronation in 1926. Since then his 
power and local influence have been on the decline in proportion as the power of 
the Central Government hes inoreased. In 1890 he entetaioed His Majesty 
the Shah and his suite in a very lavish manner, thereby drawing the Hoyal 
attention to his position in East Persia; the consequences of which imprudence 
nearly rained “him, In 1982, however, he received the second class 
of the "Humayun order for his services in connexion with the Helmand 
boundary commission, the whole of the expense of which be bore himself. Visited 
‘Tehran in May 1932, to thank the Shah for his order. He was detained at the 
capital for several months and selected to accompany the Shah in visits to 
Mazanderan and Shiraz; and was only permitted to return to Birjand in October 
1982, when arrangements had been initiated to distribute the lands of the Sistan 
Sardrs (imlading the Shaukat and several of his relatives) among the peasantry, 
the thoory being that all the land in question was Crown land, which the Sardars 
had usurped or occupied by force. Appointed Governor-General of Fars, 
Septomber 1937 until October 1938. Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Tele: 
phones, February 1939, 

Again Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in Farughi’s Cabinet of 1041, when 
he was very helpful, Returned to his lands at Birjand in the summer of 1942, 
and has since been extremely useful to us in many ways ard to the Persian 
Government in collecting and controlling wheat 

A vory generous, open-handed, agreeable man. Certain of his relatives were 
educated in England. His nephews, Hisim-ud-Dowleh and Samsam-ul-Mulk, 
and his brother-in-law, Malik Muhammad Khan, are persons of local importance 


1. Alamir, Abbas (A*2am-¢r-Saltanch).—Son of the late Mahmoud Alamir, 
thtishom-en-Saltanch. Born in ‘Tehran 1803. Educated in Persia, Turkey, 
Austria and Germany. Doctor cf Philosophy of the University of 
Berlin.” Enwecod the” Ministry for Forvign” Afaire and appointed an 
of the Persian Embassy at Constantinople in 1912. Seoretary at 
Vienna in. 1913, Secretary at Berlin 1014 
Married a Persian woman, but divorced her, and married a German woman, 
Hold various posts in the Ministry of Public Works from 1987 to 190: then in 
the Ministry of National Heonomy, atid from 1991 served in the Department of 
Industry. Sent to Europe in 193 in connexion with the purchase of machinery 
for eon! mines and mognt factories. Under-Secretary and Director-General of 
tho reorganised Department of Industry in 1935, "Unemployed in 1037 an 
tought to be in Berlin : ra = 
‘An able and intelligent man, 


12. Aliabadi, Ahmad.—Born about 1902, the son of an official in the 
Ministry of Justice. “Educated in Tehran and in America, where he obtained a 
Ph.D. On return to Persia served in the Ministry of Education, and in the Press 
and Propaganda Department, under Dr. Sadiq, before the fall of Reza Shah. 
Then praotised as a lawyer in Tehran, and in 1943 was employed asm legal 
adviser by the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company at Abadan. Slow and dall in conver: 
ration and no grout brain, but well-meaning: has a somewhat exaggerated idea 
of hix own worth, 


13, Amin, Habibullah (A min-et-Tujjar)—Born in Isfahan aboot 1878, of « 
family of Isfabani metchavts. Amin, on his father's death, was in charge of 
{he family, business, and tides gencral import and export busines became 
interested in the expart . 
agian! xport of opium. “He expanded the seope of the business and 

__ Became interested in politics also, shortly before the war, as a Nationali 
‘Joined the pro-German party, and fled from Iatahan in 1015. "Hite propery hee 
onsaquently confiscated by the Russians and administered by them for a few 

8 

Returned to Persia in 1918 and took up residence in the eapital 
elected to the fourth Majlis. Interested in the" Sharq* Compan a Kasey 
organisation, 1928-27. In 1931 obtained a monopoly of export of opium, for 
which he formed a private company. Elected several times to the Majlis, he 
Somhiom einem ah pattie 7 
arried a Russian as his second wife in 1990. In June 1983 i 

of his parliamentary immunity, and tried on charges of oferiig a eeihe 
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Teymourtache in order to obtain the monopoly of opium. Found guilty and 
sealenced to six months’ imprisonment, but was soon after pardoned and released 
by the Shah. 

14. Amin, Hussein (often called Amin Muhandis)—Born, abant 1890 from 
a Tabriz family. Educated in Europe, principally in Switzerland. Graduated 
as an electrical engincer, and had some practical experience in that, subject at 
Lausanne Chief engineer of wircles stations for some years, in Tehran, 

i ies in 1932. Chief of artment of Industry, Januat 

Director of Factories in 1932, Chie Department of Ln 


15, Amini, Dr. Ali—Fourth son of Molise Amini (Amined-Doulch), Born 
at Tehran in 1903. Educated in Persia and in France, Studied law at Paris. 
Married one of the daughters of Hassan Vussugh (Vussugh-ed-Douleh). Served 
for some years in the Customs Aduinistration A acting head of 
Customs about May 1998, and (1039) head thereo the autiimn, when 

| Amir Khosrovi had him transferred to the Ministry of Finance as one 
‘of the Minister's assistants. " 

‘Secretary to Qawvam-esSaltanch when Prime Minister in 1912 Appointed 

head of a commercial mission to Washington by the latter, but. did. not, proceed 

‘Speaks French and ia evidently very intelligent. . Accused by his enemies 
of various kinds of peculation and sharp practicn, An agreeable, and usually 
very helpful, representative of the younger schoo! 


16, Amirahmedi (or Abmedi), Ahmed Agha—Born in Tehran about 1880. 
Comes from an Ardebil family, his forbears having emigrated from the Caucasus, 
Enlisted in the Cossack Brigade in 1899 and received speedy promotion; he was 
soon commissioned, and was a general in 1920. Took a prominent part. in 
‘operations against ‘the Jangalis in 1919, When the army was reorganised in 
i he was given the rank of Amir Lashkar (chief of a division) and placed in 
‘command of the Western Division with headquarters at Hamadan, Was recalled 
fon account of hix shameless robbery and for his treacherous oppression of the 
Lurs; bat, being a favourite of Reza Shah's, he was appointed to command the 
amnieh or road guards. Appointed in 1926 to command the North-West Division, 
while retaining command of the amnich. Recalled the next year, and appointed 
{ command in Luristan in the spring of 1928. He succeded in pacifying 
Luristan by the summer, and in disarming the Lars; he aleo assisted in the 
constraction of the Khorramabad road. Promoted Sepahbod (ficld-marshal) in 

eturned to Tehran for medical treat- 


Refused 
ot be properly 
supported in Tehran in that appointment. Suspected hy the Russians, and 
aided by Ube Shaly aad Yazdan-Panah for hie attempt to insist on the authority 
of the Ministry of War and to limit the Shah's int ion in matters of 
‘command and administration. Ambitious and always hopeful of becoming Prime 
Minister. Though his record of bribe-taking and his sketchy education do not 
make him a satisfactory candidate for a head of Government, be has shown 
himself a man of action and determination in times of crisis, and has been very 
friendly to us since Reza Shah's departure. 
Speaks Russian. “His accumulated wealth and large properties. appear to 
have satisfied his desires, so that he ecems to have got over his youthful inclination 
towards robbery. 


17. Amvir Khosrovi, Reza Quli, General—Born in Tehran, of obscure origin, 
in 1806, Educated in the cadet school attached to the Cossack Brigade; joined 
that brigade in 1915. Was Reza Khan's trumpeter and owes his promotion to hix 
master. Army cashier 1922-28 Manager of the Pahlevi Bank in 1931, Sent to 
Paris to study banking in 1931. Returned to Tehran in 1933, and in 1934 
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Appointed managing director of the National Bank Promoted major-general, 
March 1890. Minisier of Finance, October 1030, 

Married a much-divorced Caucasian lady, usually known as Kitty Khanum, 
Speaks French and Russian. Sociable and friendly; a bridge player; but will 
never be an eminent financier. Carried on a long rivalry with Makinoud Bader, 
when he was head of the bank and the latter was Minister of Finance 

Dismissed from the post of Minister of Finance, May 1941. Since then in 
retirement and seldom seen; went to India on business 1042. Got rid of Kitty 
Khanum and married the wife of one of his stafl. Left Tehran October 1943. 

A man of little intelligence and no scraples—his main idea in banking was 
to spend as mach money as possible 


18 Amini (Amery) Jacad—Born in Tebran 1395, from a Semnan, family, 
ducated in Persia and France. Speaks French, and has studied aw in, Paris. 
ntered tho service of the Ministry of Justice in 1914, and was for many 
sistant to the French judicial adviser attached to the Ministry of Justice. Was 
professor in the law school, In 1928 appointed president of tho Tritunal of 

Commorce. President of the court of first instance in Tehran 1991-84. Director 

of tho Department of Legislation in the Ministry of Justice in 1034. Went to 

Bagdad with Fathullah Noury Esfandiary in’ December 1995 as legal and 

technical adviser in the abortive negotiations about the frontier, &., with Traq, 

‘aridical Counsellor in charge of the Advisory Department of the Ministry t4¢ 

Foreign, Affairs, 1938. Administrative Director-General, August 1998, and 

Under-Seoretary, January 1989, in that Ministry. 

In charge of the Ministry of Forcign Affairs at the time of the invasion 1941 
Ministor of the Interior in Soheily's Cabinet 1942, and later Minister of Justice: 
in the former post ho was a disappointment, in the latter he was more at home 
but was soon replaced. Elected to the 14th Majlis from Semnan, December 1043, 

A man of considerable influence and importance in his capacity as technical 

I ndvisers here, his 


1. Amiri (Amery). Sultan Muhammad. Born at Nain about 1885, 
Educated at the American School at Tehran, A teacher at that school in 1913. 
Helped Seyyid Zin-ed-Din by translating English articles for his paper Ra'ad, 
‘and 40 became closely connected with the Sevyid. Appointed assistant in the 
Department of Indirect Taxation by the Seyyid's inilueuce. After the latter'a 
coup d'Btat in 1921. was appointed “chef de cabinet "” and Acting Minister of 
Finance, and elected a Deputy to the fourth Majlis. After the Seyyid’s fall he 
made. speech in the Majlis, revealing the fact that he had been reporting all the 
activities of tho Soyyid to the Minister of Court. Re-entered the Ministry of 
Finance in 1922, and served under Dr. Millspaugh. Under-Secretary of Finance 
in 1028. Visited Europe in 1925 In 1931 chief accountant of the northern 
railway construction. Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Roads and Commtni- 
cations 1988, Governor of Western Azerbaijan in March 1935. 

Arrested and tried in Tehran for embezzlement in 1986, and sentenced to 
imprisonment, though after the departure of Reza Shah he managed to obtain 
‘a new trial and was exonerated. 

Speaks English. A clever and intelligent official. 


20. Amir-Taimur Kalati, Muhammad Ibrahim —Born about 1805. Member 
of a wollknown Khorassan tribe. Edneated in Tehran. Elected to the Majlis 
in the time of Reza Shah, and again for Kashed in the 14th Majlis elections, 1943, 
whore he beaded the pl = 

talkative demagogue, fond of working himself into passionate indignation 
about subjects which Ne does not understand. For instance, he oppiced. the 
tripartite treaty and eaused the Feroughi cabinet a great deal of trouble. But 
he is amenable to argument, and, though pig-headed and vain, is not entirely 
without good ideas. 


Bt. Aner (Anvarie\ Abdul Huse Mae'ud (Massoud) —The eldest son of 


the late Ali Quli Ansari Mush Mamlik. Born 1809. Educated at Tehran 
and in Burope, Joined the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1920. Served for a 
number of years in the Persian Embassy at Moscow as sccretary, and his rapid 
promotion is largely due to his father’s influence. Counsellor at Mossow in 1927, 
and held that post till he was transferred to Tehran in 1981. Head of the 
Economics Section of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in September 1933. Went 
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t Germany as a member of the Persian Economic Mission to Germany in 
July 1935, Head of the Third Political Section (dealing with British affairs) 
1936. Head of the Protocol Department, November 1937. Consul-General 
Delhi, May 1933. Minister to Sweden 1941 c 

Married a Russian at Moscow; the lady was suspected of being a spy; she 
died in Berlin in 1936 leaving one child, a boy. Married an Iranian in 1997. 

Civil and fairly energetic, bat formal, and lacking in geniality and sense of 
Humour. When be was in charge of the Economics Section it proved impossible 

much useful information out of him, and as the head of the Third Political 
Department he was not particularly helpful. Speaks Russian, French and 
German; his outlook is almost as much Russian as Persian, and many of his 
colleagues distrust him acoordingly. 


22 Ansari) Ghulam Ali, Brigadier (Sartip)—Born about 1900, of a 
military family. Joined the army and earned a reputation for honesty and energy 
Director of Artillery, November 1941. Commandant of the Officers’ School, June 
192. Assistant to General Greely, United States army, when adviser to the 
Ministry of War, August 1942. Under-Secretary for War, September 1948, but 
‘was not allowed to do much good owing to the opposition of rivals, - Unpopular 
inthe army hecatse of a rough tongne-a strong temper and a tncompromising 
tnind. 

Married to a daughter of Abdul Hussein Shaibani (Wahid-al-Malk). 

23, Ageoli (A gheeli), Farojullah—Born in Isfahan 1888, the son of the late 
Dr. Amantllah Khan, a' well-known physician. Edneated in Tehran; speaks 
French and some En; Entered the service of the gendarmerie in 1911. His 
brother, Colonel Faztullah Khan, committed maicide when a member of the Anglo 
Porsian Military Commission, which sat in 1919-20. 

Appointed general in 1922, and Chief of Staff to the Western Army in 
Hamadan,  Milltary Governor of Gilan for a time in 1025, Governor-General 
of Khuzistan 1923 to 1930, during which time he showed administrative ability 
in establishing the authority of the new régime. ‘ 

Accused of partiality towards the tribes, he was placed on the retired list in 
1900 

Appointed Director-General of the Registration and Civil Census: Depart: 
ment in 1992. Relieved of this appointment in 1934. 

Re-employed in the Army after the departure of Roza Shah, was suspected 
‘of pro-German bias at the Lime of the arrest of Zahidi in 1942, Head of the 
Gendarmerie in 1942 and did his best to re-organise that force; but was not in 
close agreement with the American Gendarmerie advisers, Arrested and removed 
With other suspects to Sultanabad in dune 1943. 

Has the reputation of being efficient, energetic arid conscientious, and a 
devout Moslem. 


24. Arasteh, Nadir—A Qajar prince. Born about 1893. Governor of 
Pahlavi in 1925. Deputy-Governor of Azerbaijan in 1930-82. Governor of 
Khusistan, May 1092-August 1983, Has alco oeved in the Persian Lagation tn 
London. Appointed Minister to Poland, December 1933. Appointed first 
Persian Minister to the Argentine Republic, August, 1935; presented his letters 
in October 1135. Recalled to Tehran, October 1996; the post being abolished, . In 
charge of the Consular Department of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs for a 
short while in 1987. Minister at Berlin, August 1937. Acoredited aleo to The 
Hague in 1939, Recalled from Berlin May 1940, Governor-General of 
Mazanderan, January 1942, and of Qilon, January 1943, 

‘A little ‘man, speaking English and French. Agreeable, but no great 
character. 

25, Ardelan, Abbas Quli—Born aboat_ 1897, of the well-known Kurdish 
family. Educated at the American College, Tehran; then joined the Ministry of 
Finance. Spent three years in London, wher he studied the work of the Bank 
of England and the British Treasury. | Has written a book on accountancy and 
is considered an authority on that subject. A man of good reputation and capable. 
Has been for some years Treasurer-General; resigned from that appointment 
‘summer 1943. 

26. Ardelan, Dr. Ali Gholi—Born about 1900; brother of Amanullah 
Ardelan. Served mostly under the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in various posts 
from 1922. Sccretary at Washington, 1982, where he had a dispute with 
Ghaffar Jalal, the Minister. Counsellor at Vichy after the collapse of France 
in 1940. Returned to Tehran 1942 and was in charge of the English section of 
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the Ministry for Foreign Affairs for more than a year, fulfilling his duties with 
elliciency. Counsellor at Ankara at the end of 1943. y 

‘Speaks English. Very helpful to us while he was at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, 


21. Ardelan, Amanullah (Haji I22-ul-Mamalik)—Born about 1888. Son of 
Haji Fakhr-nl-Mulk of Kurdistan, Edneated at Tehran. Elected a Deputy to the 
second Majlis through the influence of his father, when the latter was Governor 
of Arabistan. Served first in the Ministry of Finance. An active member of the 
Democratic party and elected to the third Majlis from Kermanshab. A pro- 
German during the war, he left Persia for Turkey at that time. After the war 
be became financial agent for Kerman throngh bribing Akbar Mirza, the Minister 
of Finance, and made a good thing of that post.” Financial ageot. for Fars 
1922-23, A member of the fifth Majlis. A close friend of Suleiman Mirza and 
the Socialists. Minister of Public Works in Sardar Sepah’s Cabinet of October 

Renigned, April 1924, Again employed under the Ministry of Finance in 
Kerman and Fars, Governor of Astarabad 1928; of Luristan, &e., in 1932, of 
Gilan in 1988, and again of Laristan in 1984, of Bushire and the Gulf Ports 1935; 
and Governor-General of Kerman in May 1538, called in August 1057 

Gorornor-General of Azerbaijan (West) at the time of the invasion 1941; 
fled recipitately to Tehran when the Russians advanced, fearing that revenge 
would be taken on him for varions anti-Rassian measures which he had been 
ordered to take, ‘Then Director-General of Ministry of Finance, and Governor of 
Tsfatian in 192, Minister of Poblic Health in Soheily’s Cabinet of February 
193, Minister of Fiuance ly'x revised Cabinet of December 1043. Has 
bean very helpful fo us since 141, Speaks some English, 

‘An intelligent and progressive person, though not over-scrupulous when jt 
comes to making money. 


28. Ardelan, Ghulam Ali—Born in Kurdistan about 1803, A Kurd from 
Sentih.” Served as an interpreter to somo Britich officers during the war of 
1914-18, Entered the Ministry for Foroign Affairs about 1018, sind hax since 
been employed if various ponts:” Served ax a secretary to the Legation in London 
twice. Sent back to Tehran from London in May 198%, the Minister, Hussein Ala, 
having arranged his removal. Momber of the Department of Information, 
Publications aid Translation of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 1998 

kn English. Married an Armenian, and has one son and one daughter 
Was tho subject of « complaint by the London police for leaving a car at night 
with no lights. Amiable, but rather stupid 


20. Ardelan, Nasir Quti—Born in ‘Tehran 1806, Third son of the late 
Hoji Fakbe-ul-Mulk, who was a Court official; his mother is the daughter of 
Tax-ed-Douleh and grand-daughter of Mohammed Shab. Educated at ‘Tebran 
and in Belgium, Spent a year in London learning English. Returned to Persia 
1015 and entored the service of the Ministry of the Interior, where he served 
for fifteen years, “Served as Governor of Do-Liangeh in Mazanderan, of Firuzkub, 
and in Khuzistan as Acting Governor. ‘Then was Governor of Sari, Actin, 
Governor of Macanderam, and Governor of Semnan, Governor of Mohammeral 
(Khorramahahr) in 1925, and Governor of Abadan in 1930. Employed in the 
National Bank since 1931, 

Intelligent and capable Elected deputy for Senneh in the Majlis elections 
of December 1043, 


30. Ar/a, Hassan—Born about 1800, the eldest son of the late Prince Reza 
Arfa (Arfa-ed-Douleh), Educated in Russia and France; his mother, now 
mentally deranged, beitig a Caucasian. Joined the Ministry for Foreign. Affairs 
in 1907 sian Consulate at Tiflis. Secretary at the Persian 

1905. sJoined the gendarmerie in 1911; and has been 
_ Communded the crack cavalry" 


pra 
988. Promoted Befendier-Gene 

3. Promoted Brigadier-General 
{Commanding the Ist Division 1943, 

is anti-British ntterances 


rudence, ns he is married to an Englishwoman, née 
Bewicke. Intelligent and efficient. 
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31.490, Mustafa (previously known as Kuskmand)—Born about 1899. 
Served in the South Persian Rifles 1918-1920 as a young, capable and conrageous 
favalry officer. On its diebandment joined the Gendarmerie and later the army. 
Was in the operations against the Kurdish leader Simko in about 1926, and 
ferved for some eight years in Luristan and also for some time in southern 
Kurdistan. Commanded the 12th Division, and then the 5th Kurdistan Division, 
1941. Then transferred for duty at the Ministry of War and had various duties, 
including Military Governor of Tehran; ugain appointed to'command the 4th 
Kardistan Division in 1942. Our officers reported in 1948 that he commanded 
the trust and respect of the Kurds and had done much to persuade tho Kurdish 
tribes that their future peace and prosperity lay in their establishing good 
Felations with the Persian Government. 

_ Does not seek the limelight and had the reputation of avoiding foreign 
society. 

32, Asad (Assad, really As‘ad) Muhammed Quii (Sardar Buhadur)—A 
brother of the late Satdar As‘ad Bakhtiari, Born about 1887. Sent to. Euroy 
to be educated; speaks English. Joined the army in 1917, Commanding the 
"Fateh ”” Cavalry Regiment in 1982. Placed under arrest in November 1933, 
together with other Bakhtiari Khans; tried by a military court. on charges of high 
treason, but acquitted in November 1934. Thought by some to be one of the best 
Of the Bakhtiaris; though according to others no reliance can be placed uport 
him. “Employed as inspector of the Caspian ports 1942, but soon left that employ- 
ment and went to live at Isfahan, 


A pleasant young man, well read and intelligent; but bit of an intriguer 
and rather lazy. 


YA, Atabeki, Muhsin —Born about 1889. Son of the late Ali Ashgar Atabog: 
mo, the former Prime Minister. Educated in Persia, Entered the Ministry 
‘nance in 1918. Secretary to the Persian Embassy in Turkey 1997. Secretary 

At Brussels 1928, Has served also at Romo, and as “chef de cabinet ” of the 

Ministry of Public Works. Seeretary in London, 1980-82 Second secretary 

St Washington, 1983. Returned to Tehran the following year after a dispute 

With the Minister, Ghaflar Jalal. Vice-consol at Damascs 1936. 
Rrother-in-law of Prince Akbar Massoud. Divorced his first wife, who 

later married Ali Akbar Devar, and was again divotced, ‘Then married a Persian 

girl, née Chourabehi, from Istanbul. 
Speaks French ‘and English, and has manners. Not, a forceful 

Ferwonality, bat remembers with gratitude the help which his father reosived 

rom the British Legation long 
Returned from Damascus 1942 and divorced his wife, Appears depressed 

and indolent. 


85. Aurang (Owrang), Abdul Hussein (Sheikh-wl-Mulk). Born in. Khorassan 
about 1889. Educated as a mulla. Early developed a talent for declamation and 
ratory, and also studied law at Tehran. Did various services to the Bakhtiaris 
before and during the 1914-18 war. Has also acted for the Charagozlon family, 
With whom he is very intimate, ¢ specially with Baha-ul-Mulk. Deputy’ for 
Hamadan in the 13th Majlis, but not elected for the 14th. One of the few 
‘Tehranis who maintain two wives, each in her separate house. 
A typical demagogoo and windbag, with a talent for declamation. 


36. A‘Azam-Zanganeh, Dr. Abdul Hamid—Born at Kermanshah about 
1899, of a well-known family; his half-brother being Amir-Kull.. Educated 
at Tehran in the Law School and the Political School. Went to Paris 1020 and 
sbtained a doctorate in law and economics, bis thesis being on oil; has also been 
in England. 1935 returned to Persia and was employed in the Ministry of 
Education; professor in the Law School. Also a pleader in the Court, mostly 
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in mortgage-bank business and agricultural cases. Co-editor with Dr. Suratgar 
of the newspaper Iran Javan. 

‘A small and quiet-spoken man; makes a good impression and scems 
intelligent 
eS Depuly for the 14th Majlis for Kermanshah; he seems to regard himself as 
elected by the personal order of the Shah 

37. A'zam-Zanganeh, Ali (Amir-i-Kull)—Born about 1878, Son of the 
pM casero ames tr the well:known  Zabid-ul-Mulke 
‘A wealthy landowner of the Kermansbah district, and chief of the Zanganeh 
tribe of that district, The Governorship of Kermansbah bas been held by 
members of his family from time to time in the past. Has also been Governor 
of Sultanabad. His daughter is the wife of Abbas Qubidian Amir-Muazzam, 
chief of the Kalhur tribe. One of the chief personalities of Kermanshah. 
Deputy for Kermanshah in the ninth Majlis. 
por ebvernoe General of Kermanahal prpritis from carly in 1543 to 184s., Was 
‘a mere cypher in the hands of General Shahbakhti, and did little or nothing to 
stop hoarding or organise the wheat supply of Kermanshah during the famine 

‘inter of 1942-43. 

winleXn unpleasant intriguer, though agreeable to talk to. The British Politial 
Officers in the 1914-18 war consi greedy and prodigal: aud he had 
Inrge debts to the former Rassian Bank (Banque d’Fscompte). 

88. Audi, Yadullah (Am ran about 1890. ‘The son 
of tho Inte Nusratallah Mirza, 


port 
Gonaalar Department) 
Maceh 1097, until November 1987. Ministor of Roads under Qawam-e-Saltanch 
1042, and did woll in that post.  Resijned early in 1945 partly owing to accusa- 
tions of nopotinn; appointed Minister to Brazil, and proceeded thither July 
ONS peaks French and German, and teually very helpfal and forthcoming 
39. Bader, Abdul Wakhab—The eldest son of Mirza Ahmed Khan Bador 
Nasir-ed-Douleb), Born in 1889, and for three years studied at King’s 
Collogo, London.” Entered the Ministry for Foreign Affairs as an intorpreter in 
1916, nnd remained on the staff for a number of years. Transferred to the 
Ministry of Education in 1921, and for a time was ** chef de cabinet” of that 
Ministry. Married, as his second wife, a French lady doctor named de Romy 
Consul at Karachi 1928-29, Secretary at the Legation at, Washington 1930. 
Consul at Prague 1933, Recalled to Tehran at the end of 1936. A small'man 
(like all his relations), with a perfect command of English. Quite friendly and 
my 


le. 7 

‘Contnsellor at Berlin in 1940, and Chargé d’Affaires from May 1940. Living 
in Switzerland 1943, 

40. Bader, Mahmud-—Youngor brother of Abdul Wahhab Bader. Born 
in 1893, Educated in England. Has been in the service of the Ministry of 
Finance since 1910, Assistant to the Accountant-General at the Ministry o 
Finance for a namber of years. Chief Accoantant of the Ministry of Public 
Works October 1928, In the same capacity in the Ministry of Roads and 
Communications 1930, Director-General of the Ministry of Finance 1933. 
Presdnt ofthe Iranian Beonomic Mission to Germany in July 1985. Succeeded 
‘Abolghassem Feroahar as Under-Secretary to the Ministry of Finance in April 
1986" Appointed Acting Minister of Finance on the death of Davar in February 
1987, Minister of Finance, September 1987 until October 1999, when superseded 
by General Amir Khosrovi, head of the National Bank, with whom he had carried 


on Siong conlatt for control of the Government's financial operations. M. Bader 


‘was said to favour dealings with Germany. 








__ Minister of Finance in Soheily’s Cahinet 1942, and in that capacity showed 
Nimeelf helpful in smoothing over financial difficulties and in negotiating carvency 
agreements. Minister of Industry in Sobeily’s Cabinet of 1943, but was not 
Very successful in settling various wages disputes, and on Soheily's forming a 
new Cabinet in December 1943 he was not included in it. 

_ A small man, with a great sonse of his own importance Telpful and 
intelligent. 


41. Bakar (Malik-usb-Shuard)—Born in Meshed, 1882. Son of a well-known 
poet named Sabouri. A member of the old Democratic party, and edited a paper 
in Meshed called the No-Bahdr. A member of the third, fourth and fifth Majlises 
from Meshod, and of the sixth from Tehran. Edited his paper No-Bahdr in 
ehran during the war, and was pronouncedly pro-German. Nevertheless, he 
supported Vossugh-ed-Douleh’s Cabinet of 1918-2 during which time he edited 
the fran newspaper. Opposed the Government during the term of the fifth Majlis 
aud was an oppaneatof the change of régime, An attempt was tide on hi life 
when the debate on the change of régime took place in the Majlis; but another 
unfortunate man who resembled him was the victim. Seyyid Hasan Mudarris 
helped him to get elected to the sixth Majlis 

Nothing much was heard of him during Reza Shah's reign, except that 

compesed some odes in celebration of the Firdauei cettenary in Oclabor 1934, 

and translated into Persian verse a poem by John Drinkwater on that occasion, 
‘He has been exiled from Tehran on more than one occas 

In spite of a fondness for opium has been fairly active at Tehran since the 
chanige of régime in 1941. Up to August 1942 he and Mantoud Saboti actively 
supported Qawam-es-Saltanch’s candidature for the post of Prime Minister. 
After the latter's fall early in 1943, Bahar seems to havo swung over to the 
Soviets. He obtained newsprint from the Russians with which he kopt hin 
Paper No-Bahdr and published a series of articles apparently, critical 
of but really supporting Qawam. In fact a shifty and ovor-subtle politician, 

Acknowledged to be a leading poet, and a practical newspaper writer, He 
himself maintains that he is above all anti-Russian, and that that fact is the only 
source of the false accusation of pro-German feelings often made against him. 


42. Bahman, Ali Akbar —Born in Tehran about 1880. Educated in Tehran, 
as well as in Paris and Russia. On his mother's side is a descendant of Bahman 
Mires, 2 Quiar prince who emigrated to Ftnssia and declared allegiance to the 
‘Tear.’ Entered the Ministry for Foreign Affairs through Russian influence; was 
chief accoonts officer of that Ministry in 1916. Minister Resident in the Balkan 
States in 1920, | Returned to Tehran 1928; Minister to Egypt in 1924. Recalled 

Mushar-ul-Mull in the following year. Minister to Brussels in 1920. 

iwened to Tehran in March 1933 and appointed Master of Ceremonies at, the 
Court May 1933, Director-General of Commerce in Feroughi's Cabinet of 
September 1933; and appointed Ambassador to Afghanistan March 1935, 

Recalled in July 1036 and appointed first Persian Ambassador to Egypt, 
February 1939. Retired early in 1942 and settled in Tehran. Has aspirations to 
‘soft job at Court. 

A talkative and fassy little man, on whom no reliance can be placed, His 
fe oft him when be was employed in the Balkans. “Te has unpleasant personal 

its 


xeers, from 1915, Returned to employment with the 
jirector of the Welfare Department of the ‘Tehran 


August 1938, 
henever possible. 
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wohrami, Pardjullah (Dabiri-A'zam)—Born about 1890. “A member 
of a altima and numerous. ‘Tehran’ family. Munshi or secretary 
to Reza Shiah before and after his accession to the throne in 1925. Was appointed 
member of commission of examination in connexion with the Lionosoff Caspian 
ishery claim, but resigned from that. position 
Fish Cth Shake fall confidence ta about 1927, and was sent abroad to take 
charge of the Persian students in Europe, at Paris, Berlin, &c. Returned to 
Persia about two years later. In. July 1930 appointed Governor of Isfahan, and 
a year later Governor-General of Fars, Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in 
March 1982. Resigned on the fall of the Hedayat Cabinet in September 1933, 
and was sont to Meshed as Governor-General in the following January. 
Superseded as Governor-General of Khorasan in October 1094, for reporting that 
adequate. facilities did not exist at Meshed for the accommodation of the 
Orientals aitending the Ferdavsi millnary, Since that time under a cod 
i¢ summer of 1885 he was suspected of complicity in some plot and. w 
eae eatatayin, allowed to returs to Tehran under surveillance, October 1936 
“After the change of régime in 1941 he has been a prominent member of the 
Adalat party. Minister of the Tnterior in January 1943, but he very soon became 
involved in a quarrel with his chief, Qawam es Saltaneh, which led to the collapse 
of the latter's cabinet, His criticisms of his chief in that episode did not create 
‘t goo tinprossion on this Legation; he ia evidently self-opinionated and stubborn. 
Ts very alurined at the Soviet menace to the independence of Persia... Governor- 
Seneral of Isfahan, April. 1943, 
Gonega Sy friendly person, who always appears todo what be ean to help British 
consular slicers. YTas great aspiratione to literary eminence; a great admirer 
of Haliz, As Minister he incurred some criticism from his fellow-countrymen 
for inaccessibility and lack of hospitality. . Speaks very little French. Business 
like and hard-working. 


fakrami, Paclullak-—Born about 1897, For some time a colonel in the 

ral asta change of. the. detective foes Ang chido the Tehran 
icipali Director of Census and Civil Status, January 

Mani Paune ot Posts and Teleg i's Cabinet of 1042 and filled 

jn July 1943, suspended from 


‘af money by dubious land transactions 
like all the Bahramy family. 


‘area. 

Very pleasant to meet, but 
te is very much in the hands of his 
trust in a worthless agent, Mishab 


Fatemy, 

urtesn Quii (Saham-e#-Sultan). A landowner from Sultanahad, 

ine ca mene erate property. Member of the Majlis on several 

Cecasions, aiid Minister of Finntice 1926 to 1927. Deputy Speaker of the Teath 

Majin" Momber of the Adalat party 1942, “Accused of hoarding wheat during 
the winter of 1942-43, Minister of Finance in Sobeily’s Cabinet 1943 at 

formed the useful function of effacing himself completely in favour of 
 Millspangh. - Not included in Soheily's revised cabinet of December 1943. 

Speaks a little French. A highly respectable and polite man, who will never 

set the world ablaze. gt 

. dor, Ghulam Hussein.—Elder brother of Ghulam Ali Bayendor. 

Wa scapeein ‘im the army until 1930, when he went to Italy on a course of naval 





engincering: Returned in 1934, and was appointed engineer officer of the 
southern naval force. Promoted major in 1935. Port officer of Aadan and 
Khorramshahr in 1936. Licutenant-Colanel, 1935 

Keenly interested in mercantile affairs, and helped to float the monopoly 
company for the landing of cargo in the port of Khorramsbabr in 1997 
Unpopular with his subordinates. Quick and hot tempered, but less so than 
formerly. Uses his position for his financial advantage. Not very intelligent, but 
very hard-working. Speaks French and Italian. Does not appear to like the 
British, 

49. Bushihri-Dehdashti, Agha Jacad (Amir Humayun) —Born in T 
1893. Second son of the late Haji Muin-ut-Tajjar, Educated at Tehran and 
Europe. Speaks French and English. Married a daughter of the late Haji 
Amin-uz-Zarb. Elected a member of the seventh Majlis, More intorested in 
politics than his elder brother Agha Riza. Fond of pomp, and very extravagant 
in his manner of living. Nicknamed by some of his friends ** Prince Merchant.” 

Was in Hamburg at the outbreak of the war in 1999, and spent some time 
in Germany thereafter, Finally got away to Stamboul in 12 with tho bielpy 
of Count Schulenburg and returned to Tehran March 1943. Arrested and sont 
to Sultanatad as a suspect in June 1943, 

‘A clever man who in the past has always maintained friendly relations with 
British officials 


90, Bushihri-Dehdashti, Agha Risa—Born in Tehran. 1890; the oldest 
surviving son of the late Haji Moin-et-Tujjar. Educated in Tehran and Europe. 
Married Mme. Linnozofl in 1922. Never employed ina Government post; 
interested in developing his father’s business. Resided in Europe, moxtly in Italy, 
from 1924-29, in connexion with his father’s silk export trade, A member of the 
¢ighth Majlis. Started @ company for the manufacture of yoap in Tehran, 
‘Treasurer of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce in 1934. Left Persia for Europe 
in 1995 after several digpates with the Government, ax, well as with Russian 
trading organisations, Heard of again at Hamburg’ and Berlin at the end of 
1036, making speeches on the advantages of German trade for Porsia. Was 
at Hamburg at the outbreak of the war in 1989, and spent most. of the war in 
Germany or Austria, unable to leave, his wife being in Paris in 1943, unable to 
join him. 

Speaks French, English and Russian, A go-abead merchant, always roady 
for new schemes for making money, Quite pleasant to get.on with. 


51. Busurjmehri, General Kerim Agha—Worn about 1878, Formerly a 
non-commissioned officer in the Cossack Brigade. Rowe from the ranks and 
served for years as a brother officer of Reza Shah Pahlavi. Ho followed the 
fortunes of the latter. who, when he became Minister of War, used his influence 
to make Kerim Agha Director of the Tehran Municipality, 

In September 1929 Kerim Agha was made Minister of Public’ Works in 
addition to his directorship of the municipality, but in March 1030 the Ministry 
Of Public Works was divided into: the Ministries of Public Economy and of 
Roads and Communication, and after that Kerim. Agha retained only the 
‘municipality. 

_ _ He has given considerable personal attention to the modernising of Tehran, 
Widening the streets by foroing the owners of houses and shops to pull down theit 
antiquated buildings and reconstruct them on more modern lines, after ceding to 
the municipality for a mere song the amount of frontage n for enlarging 
the streets: His methods were not strictly legal, and at first caused a considerable 
amount of discontent amongst property owners, but he without. doubt improved 
the of the capital, and as the newly-constracted properties are bringing 
in totheir owners considerably enhanced rents, the former discontent has gradually 
died down... High-handed methods were perhaps necessary’ to force the Tehrani 
to co-operate in the improvement of the city, and Kerim Agha's driving power 
p raluable. He isa man of no education and his standard of intelligence 
1s below that necessary for a ministerial post. He caused the Railway Syndicite 
0 mach trouble, even going so far as to refuse to pay the monetary instalments 
ts they fell dus that the latter were compelled. give him, af ultimatum, 
threatening to close down if he persisted in being obstructive. This caused the 
Shah to invoke the help of Teymonrtache, who was able to smoothe matters over 
‘and satisfy the syndicate. As Minister of Public Works he was certainly not 
the success that he was as Director of the Municipality. Before he attained 
ministerial rank he had been in charge of the private estates of the Shah, and 
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is said to have enlarged them considerably atthe expense of the owners of 
neighbouring estates, and by methods which will not bear too close serutiny. 
Commanded a division of the Tehran Garrison in 1997. Visited the Legation 
once in 1942, but takes no part in polities, and spends most of his time in his 
village. He speaks no foreign language but understands alittle Russian 

Kerim Agha is a typical product of the Cossack Brigade and a man of similar 
character to Reza Shah, He can be very suave and agrecable when he likes, but 
ho is. robber at heart. 


52. Dadgar, Hussein (Adl-ul-Mulk)—Born about 1852. First came into 
rominence as a member of the Democratic party in the third Majlis (1914-15). 
In 1916 he turned against the party. Was appointed Under-Secretary at the 

‘Ministry of the Interior in 1916 and remained there until 1918. Was anti-British. 

Later became Acting Minister of the Interior. Appointed assistant to the Prime 
Minister in 1920. Was involved in the coup d’ Bat of 1921 and fled to the mosque 

Kam when Seyyid Zia fled to Europe. Remained some months in refuge at 
Kum. Elec to the fourth Majlis 1921, and to the fifth Majlis in 199 
inister of the Interior 1925. Elected Vice- 

mt Assembly, December 1925, which elected Reza 

‘Throne of Persia. Elected as a Deputy to the sixth Majlis 1928 

and to the seventh Majlis 1923. President of the seventh Majlis. lected a 

member of the eighth Matis 1980, 

Left Persia suddenly in the summer of 1995 under circumstances which have 
avo bean aay explained Iti said thatthe Shah sapected him of allowing 
wubversive activities among certain Deputies of the Majlis; oF else that he 
bribes. Understood to be living in straitened circumstances in Paris 1043. A 
Tumour, ta he wos founding a '" Free Persia" movement there appears to be 
unfounde 

Outwardly very friendly, but liable to be touchy akout protocal questions of 
precedence; rather vain and stupid, Speaks a little French. 


59, Dadear, Mehdi (Vuseug-¢e-Saltaneh)—Born about 1874 Entered the 
service of the Miniatry of War when quite young. Chief of Accouats of the 
Mazanderan Regiments 1905, Joined the Nationalists and came to Tehran with 
the Nationalist forces. Chief of Accounts at the War Office 1909. Held this post 
for six yours Avvintant Minister for War 1916 to 1918. Governor of Zinjan 
and Khamsoh 1918, Minister for War during 1920. Governor of Gilan for a 
fow months in 1922. Governor-General of Fars in 1924; and of Kerman 1925. 
Govornor.Goneral of Khorasan 1928-27, Elected a member of the eighth Majlis. 
Deputy Speaker of the ninth and tenth Majlis. In tho eleventh he was (1939) 
only a member for Tehran 

Attached to one of ephemeral parties in the Majlis in 1942-43, but having 
failed in his ambition to hecome once moro Minister of War he is devoting some 
of his time to promoting trade with India. 

‘A voluble politician, well disposed towards us, but carrying little weight in 
the Majlis, 


54. Dargohi, Muhammad.—Born nbont 1886 in Zinjan. His ancestors lived 
in the Caucasus, ‘and he has been heard to say that he looks forward to the time 
‘when the Caucasus will return to its rightful owners, the Persians, 

Cour in his young days in some menial capacity. Educated at the 

school at Tehran. Joined the gendarmerie under Swedish officers in 1911. At 
Kerman anid Shiraz in 1918; was with the rebel gendarmerie at Shiraz in 19} 
Doing nally arrested “and imprisoned for six months. | Commanded the 
gendarmerio at Qum in 1921. Chief of military police at Tehran in 1922 He 
made himself very useful to Reza Khan, and was made chief of police on the 
dismissal of the Swedes in 1923. Promoted to the rank of general (Sartip) in 
1998, Chief of the Department of Conscription in 1931. Director of the Census 
Department in 1935; and dismissed in May 1936, Rendered valuable service to the 
Shah during the intrigues which led up to the deposition of the Qajars: skilful 
in handling tho bazaars, and well acquainted with the baser psychology of his 
own conntrymen, Active and energetic, and extremely vi iy 
spirators against the Shak; vindictive and cruel, and q 

fabrieating evidence. A dapper little man in appearance. 

Living in retirement at Tehran 1943. He has not returned to the limelight 
since the fall of Reza, 


55. Daehti, Ali—Born about 1887. Educated in the schools of the 
Holy Places of Ira. Returned to Persia about 1922 and edited a paper called 
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the Shafag Surkh. As an editor he became notorious for slanderous abuse and 
tho extortion of money by blackmail, and his abuse of Great Britain and British 
statesmen was frequently the subject of complaint from His Majesty's Legation 
to the Persian Government. He was elected a Deputy to the fifth Majlis in 
1924, but he was refused a seat by the Parliamentary Commission, whose duty it 
was to scrutinise his election proceedings. He was prominent in the abortive 
Republican movement in 1924, and is said to have received and pocketed large 
sums from Reza Pahlavi, on whose bebalf he worked. After acquiring « share 
of this world’s goods be appeared to become more human and ceased the abuse 
and vituperation for which he had become famous. He espoused the cuise of 
Reza Pahlavi against Ahmed Shah, and was elected a Deputy to the sixth Majlis, 
in 1928. He was invited to Moscow in October 1927 to attend the tenth 
anniversary of the Soviet régime. From Moscow he went to Berlin and Paris 
and returned to Persia early in 1923. He was elected a Deputy to the seventh 
Majlis in 1928 and to the eighth Majlis in 1930, 

Edited or controlled his paper till about July 1939, receiving subsidies now 
from the Shah and now from the Soviet Embassy. He is a hot-headed firebrand 
Yeth no scruples and no principles, and is eapable of the basest villainy if it wll 
folp him to attain his ends, “He speaks no European language, except a little 

ren! 

Tn July 1935 he fell into disgrace and was said to have uttered disparaging 
remarks about the present régime. His paper was suppressed and he himself was 
allowed to plead sickness and to retire to a Government hospital, where he was 
made to pay well for his maintenance 

At liberty again at the end of 1938. In charge of the Pros Bureau of the 
Minietry of Interior in. 1937, 

Since the fall of Reza has returned to the forofrant of Tehran politics, “A 
severe critic of Furnghi and Soheily in 1942, he worked hard for the return of 
Quwam-es-Saltaneh as Prime Minister. When. the latter came back to power 
‘and did not make Dashti a Minister, he turned against him and criticised him 
in many speeches Daabt is certainly a persuasive orator, who holds the attain 
of the Majlis as few other persons can do, A prime mover in the Adalat party, 
ho now utters the most enthusiastic praise of democracy onthe British model, 
‘and evidently hopes that his past will be forgotten by’ us, As he appears to 
have much more audacity and forensic ability than most of his rivals, he ma 
well go a good deal further than his present position as'a Majlis Deputy Ticked 
by the Shah as candidate for the fourteenth Majlis, 1943. 

56. Dawlatshohi, Adbul-Fath.—Born about 1879. A. son of the late Mishkit- 
ud-Douleh. His mother was a danghter of the late Zahir-nl-Mulk Zanganch of 
Kermanshab. Is married to a daughter of Mirza Hashim Ashtiani, A Qajar 
prince. Appointed Governor of Tehran in 182% through the influence o 

other the late Ghulam Ali Mirza Daulatshahi, a relative of the second Pahl 


Queen. Appointed Governor of Luristan in 1936, bt did not proosed:: Governor. 


General of Fars 1936, from which appointment he was dismissed in September 
ind was arrested for numerous corrupt. practices. An easy-going spend- 
up to his ears in debt, but-not without intelligence. 
‘Since 1041 has come out of his shell and is evidently hoping for employment, 
twat was disappointed at failing to get elected to the fourteenth Majlis trom 
manshah, 


57. Dibo, Abul Hassan (Sigat-ed-Douleh)—Born in ‘Tehran 1898, Son af 
the late Vakil-ul-Mulk {brother of Hishmat-ud-Douleh and of 
Dr. Musaddiq. His mother is a sister of Farman Farms. Educated in Europe. 
Employed for same time in tho Ministry of Finanee,| Own considerable property 
in Tabriz and Tehran. Employed in the Railway Office in 1928. In the Depart- 
ment of Commerce in 1931. Assistant Director of that Department July 1932. 
Resigned May 1933, and has since then devoted himself to private trade. Formed 
8 private company, which is interested in varions projects, Married; one of hia 
datighters was educated in England. Owned the Park Hotel 1048. 

"Not devoid of brai 

58, Dicanbegi, A gha—Born in Kurdistan about 1891. Fducated in Persia, 
een raed jinistry of the Interior for some . Went to Turkey 
with the Nationalists during the war. "Chef de cabinet ” to: the Governor- 
General of Kerman when Teymourtache was in charge there. A member of the 
sixth, seventh and eighth Majlises, Governor of Gilan in 1931. Resigned in 
4633, and appointed Governor of Mazanderan in Octobe 1094; rlived say in 
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Governor-General of Khuzistan, July 1942, and showed some energy, but is 
reported to have lined his pockets pretty thoroughly in connexion with certain 
contracts... Recalled early: 133. 

Speaks French. Agreeable to talk to, tut unreliable. Related to the 
Qaragozlon fami 


59, Fahimi, Khalil (Fakim-ul-Mulk)—Born aboot 1869. Related. to the 
Mukhbir-ud-Douleh (Hedayat) family. 

Employed in various posta in. the Foreign Olfice early iu his carver, 
Minister of Finance in’ June’ 1922 ‘Appointed Governor-General of Kerman 
in October 1925, but did not proceed. Member of the Majlis for Quchan on 
several occasions, Rapporteur of the Financial Commission of the Majlis. 
Supported, by a speech in the Majlis, the cancellation of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company concession. Appointed Governor-General of Azerbaijan in February 
1084 Atabassador to Torkey, May 1996, Recalled, November 143 

Prominent. member of the Society of Supporters of the League of Nations. 
founded in December 1938, Governor-General at Tabriz, 1941, atver the fall 
of Reza, Did not display much energy in dealing with a difficalt and delicate 
situation, Recallod to Tehran at the end of 1049. Minister without portfolio 
in Sobeily’s Cabinet of 1043, Speaks French. Very agreable and reasonable in 
conversation... Not a great personality 


60. Farhudi, Dp. Husseine=Born about 1809, Son-in-lnw of Wahid-ul-Mulk 
Shaibani, Educated in Tehran. Served in various capacities in the Ministry 
of Education, at Tehran and in the provinces. Has also done newspaper work, 
One of the directors general of the Ministry, 1943. Suocosatul candidate for 
Dashti-Mishun and Susangird in the fourteenth Majlis, 1943, though he had 
little connexion previously with that district beyond having been representative 
of the Ministry of Education in Ahwaz about 1938, 

‘A rather greasy individual, well-disposed to us as ho regards his success 
in the elections an our doing; and in fact warm recommendation from the 
Minister of the Intorior, Tadayyun, wax passed on by this Legation to the Consul: 
General at Ahwaz 

61 Farrukh, Mehdi (Mu'tasim-us-Saltanch)—A Seyyid. Born about 1887 
Was for some years in the employ of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and head 
of the 2nd Political Department, dealing with eastern countries, Minister at 
Kabul in 1027-23. Subusquently Director-General of Industry. Governor of 
Western Azerbaijan, February 1038, Again Director-General of Industry and 
Mines, September 1037, nnd shortly afterwards raised to the newly-created 
appointment of Minister of Tadustry and Mines. Removed from this post without 
‘explanation, March 1938. 

Governor-General of Fare 1940, and of Kerman in 1941. Minister of the 
Interior of Sobeily's Cabinet, July 1942, and in spite of Majlis opposition 
maintained hie place in the Cabinet. Qawam-es-Saltaneh, in August, made him 
Minister of Food, in which post he displayed a sort of crazy activity which 

ted many and did much. Having fallen out with the American 
adviser Sheridan, he left the Ministry of Food on the fall of the Qawam Cabinet 
in February 1943. Elected « deputy for Zabul in the fourteenth Majlis, November 
1943. 

62. Farrukhi, Muhammad,—Born at Yezd aboot 1885. Self-edueated. 
coming from a poor family. A professed Communist since the Russian revolution 
of 1917. Started a paper in Tehran called Tufan (Storm) in 1922, which Insted 
in all eight years, being temporarily suspended eleven times during that period. 
Repeatedly exiled. from Tehran, and once took refuge in the Soviet Em! 
(uhh subsidised his paper) for three months. Elected a Deputy to the seventh 
Majlis, when he repeatedly criticised the Government. Sacceeded in leaving 
Persia’ for Russia in, 1930 without a passport. After a short stay in Russia, 
went on to Germany where he edited, for a short time, a Persian Communist 
paper called Nehzat (Progress), This paper was suppreseed in 1932 by the 
German Government. Since then is believed to be living in Germany. Composes 
poetry. 

63. Farsoueh, Hasson—Born about 1892. Rducated at Tehran and in 
France. Was in the service of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs for about twelve 
years, during which he acted as Chargé d’Affaires for Moscow and Rome in 
1924 and 1090.” Transferred to the Ministry of Tntetior in 1935, and appointed 
Governor of Khorramshahr in February 1936. Assumed charge of the 
Governorates of Khorramshahr and Abadan in October 1936. Employed in 
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y of Interior 1942.’ Head of Political Department 1943. Appointed 
Director-General of the Ministry of the Interior, December 1943. 

Speaks French, a fair amount of English and a little Russian. “Well educated 
and polished, keenly interested in westernisation. Friendly to the British. 


64. Fateh, Mahmoud—Brother of Mustafa Fateh. Born about 1900 at 
Isfahan and educated at Tehran and at Montpelier. Trained in agriculture and 
husbandry. In charge of the Karaj agricultural school for some years. Under- 
Scoretary at the Ministry of Agriculture 1943. Has planned a model village 
‘at Veramine, of which be is v 

Helpful and business-like, though inclined to be too optimistic and to imagine 
that all Persia's agricultural difficulties can be solved ly. tractors, 


65, Fateh, Mustafa—Born in Isfahan about 1897, Son of Fateh-ul-Mulk, 
a servant of the Prince-Governor of Isfahan, Zill-is-Salian. Educated at Tehran 
‘and at Colombia U 5 tes, where he gradvated in economics. 
Entered the Anglo-Persian Oil Company about 1922 and is the senior Persian 
official in that company at Tehran, drawing a large salary. Author of a book 
‘on the economic condition of Persia, published in 1926, Has a perfect command 
English and is keenly interested in Persian politics. He also has an inter- 
ational outlook and a considerable knowledge of world politics, particularly 
hose of the left. In 1943 foanded the Hamrahan party, with the express object 
of combating commanism, though the party's programme contained elaborate 
socialistic ideals far beyond anything which will be practicable in. Persia for 
some time. Always very. app id desirous of enlisting British. help 
for his schemes; and a mine of information about the foibles of hia countrymen, 
whom he divides into two sharply distinetcategoren: (1) The old gang whi, are 
essly corrupty, and (2) his party members who are sublimely honest. Few 
‘other people believe in this dichotomy, and he has many enemies who accuse him 
‘of devoting the oi company's fands to ihe purpose of his party and its newspaper, 
‘mrooz ve Farda, 
Has sn in England and a daughter married to Asghar Mingo, the an of 
Sarem-ud-Douleh, who surely would come in category (1). His wife wax n 
daughter of the Zill-us-Sultan’s head secretary, Siraj-u)-Mulk. 


€6. Patini, Mehdi’ (Imad-neSoltoneh),—Born aboot. 1886, Has ad” an 
official career in the Ministry of Finance, and in 1918 was financial 
representative in his native city of Isfahan, where he is influcntial both 
tiroogh his own family and through that of hie wife, who is a daughter of 
the late Prince Zill-es-Sultan, Appointed Deputy-Governor of Fars in 1922-23 
Elected Deputy from Iafahan in the, fth and ith orm ofthe Majin 
Appointed Minister of Education in August 1925, Minister of Justice in 
December 1925, and Minister of Interior February to’ May 1027, 

"Formerly somewhat addicted to opium and fond of gambling, but when be 
attained ministerial rank he put aside theao tad habits tora certatn extent, with 
beneficial results to hi health, Aw x Minister and a. Deputy he was-uoiformly 
popular and successful. Tn 1928 he fell out with the Minister of Court and wax 
‘ot allowed to he elected to the seventh term of the Majlis. Elected a Deputy 
to the eighth Majlis 1930. Is socially agreeable aud friendly to His Majesty's 
Legation. ‘Governor of Gilan from December 1033 until October. 1997, 

Sorvived a good many attacks from the Court in connexion with his conduct 
as Governor of Gilan; one of the charges being that he allowed the level of the 
Caspian Sea to fall. 
sl te Manisa of Tehran eer Stes Cabin, Fray 1643 

i at and el Deputy for Nain 1943. le speaks no European 
language eiceph eolitladivendl, G = city 

67. Fatimi (Fatemy) Seiffur—Born about 1905; one of three brothers, a 
Naini family which claims relationship with Mehdi Fatemy (Imad-us-Saltaneh), 
though the latter denies it. Educated at the Stuart Memorial College, Isfahan, 
where he became a baptised Christian; but he made away with some of the mission 
funds and the mission do not forgive him. He and another, named Hussein 
Saadat, wrote a book against Islam, In order to marry his present wife, who 
is woll-of, became n Bahai. 

Farmandar (Goveruor) of Shiraz 1041-48; then resigned, apparently basuse 
he had amassed too much money there His Majesty's Consul, Shiraz, considered 
tam energetic, helpfal and capable. ‘Then returned to Isfahan ax eandidate for 
the Majlis for Najafabad, and though he liad little real following in that area 
Scoess was engineered for him by Mortezn Quli Bakhtiari and Sarem ud! Douleh 






















































































Intelligent, entirely unscrupulous, and very ambitious; speaks good English and 
has studied English and English literature, and can remember many extracts. 
At present (1944) it suits him to appear pro-British; he is certainly anti-Russian, 
Has many enemies, both Persian and British, but is a man who can, when he 
wishes, make himself very useful 


68. Feroughi, Abul-Hasson—Rorn aboat 1878. A. younger brother of 
Muhammad Ali Feroughi, Employed in the Ministry of Edocation for many 
years as a professor of philosophy; in his teaching he has always shown leaning 
towards an extreme Sufism. "A number of the High Councl of Education £05 
many years. President of the Ecole normale for some time. Appointed Minister 
in Switzerland 1933, probably in order to keep an eye on the Crown Prince's 
education in that country. ‘The professor did not shine as a diplomat and was 
recalled in 1994: he apparently failed to pay proper reverence to the Pahlevi 
Queen when she visited her son early in 1034, Since then living quietly at 

‘chran; a highly respected, timid, and ineffective professor of philosophy. 


89. Férouhar, A0bar—Born about 1895. ‘Though his junior in age, is an 
uncle of Abul-Qasim Feroulisr. Member of the Protocol’ Department of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1984, and acted as head of that department in 
1935 and part of 1936, Head of the Personnel Department. July 1996 to 
April 1937. Counsellor, Angora, until September 1998, Head of the Protocol 
Department, September 1038. 

Speaks French. Married in 1999 a daughter of Muhammad Ali Muqaddam, 
Polite, friendly and well-meaning, but the head of the Protocol Department under 
Reza Shah had a thankless task. “Nevertheless, M. Feroubar, unlike his colleagues 
‘at the Court, survived the ordeal of the Crown Prince's wedding celebrations 

Sent to Beirut with the vague title of “ Délégué” at the end of 1942. 
Recalled temporarily in M8 to give explanations about the conduct of Muzaffar 
Firuz. He survived the ordeal and attrituted the unfoonded accusations against 
him to the enmity of Nasrallah Entezatn 

A talkative bnt somewhat too oily little man. 


70. Ferouhar, A bul-Qasim (A bolghasvem) Born in Tehran about 1883. A 
grandson of Mirza Abbas Khan Qavam-ed-Douleh, who was Minister of Finance 
for some years. Educated in Tehran and Switzerland; studied law. A judge in 

Chief of Construction 


ion Department in the Ministry of the Interior 
in the Appeal Court in 1929. Under-Secretary of the Ministry 
inasice under his great friend Davar October 1933,, Accompanied the Shah on 
his State visit to Turkey in Jane 1954. Minister to France June 1936; but recalled 
in January owing to an anti-Persian press campaign in some French nows 
Papers Acting Minister of Interior, July, and Minister, September 1097. 
Ministor of Industry and Mines, March 1035, ‘Minister of Interior, August 1938, 
to February 1999, when superseded for no stated reason, A Deputy for Tehran 
in the twelfth Majlis, October 1939, and in the 13th Majlis, 1941. Appears to 
ave Toa some of his energy, being inwilling to come Minister of the Interior 
to run tho elections in 1943, Married to a Bulgarian, lady, he has a child in 
Germany, but he has always been friendly to us, and is a man of considerable 
intelligence, 

71. Fidakar (Redukar), Tagi (Faghi)-—Born about 1905, in Isfahan, of 
humble origin, Educated at the Saremich school at Isfahan. ‘As a boy he got 
into trouble for socialistic beliefs. ‘Trained as a lawyer. Worked for a time in 
the Soviot Consulate-General at Isfahan in connexion with the sale of Soviet 
textiles in Isfahan. From 1940 onwards has devoted most of his energies to 
bettering the lot of the Isfahan factory workers and has done much to help them, 
ax he has hecome the chief workers’ representative in disputes about conditions 
‘of work. Founded a primitive sort of trade union for the protection of workers’ 
interests, including insurance. Elected to the fourteenth Majlis for Tefahan 1943, 
being supported by the Tudeh party. of which he is a member, though he disclaims 
being a Commnnist and is niot looked upon favourably by the Tudeh party in 
‘Tehran owing to his moderate views. He is thought not to have had any direct. 

the Soviet authorities concerning the elections. "Ho is, of couree, 


iked by most of the capitalists of Isfahan. though some of them accept him 
lowing ix among the fact 


asa fairly single-minded man. His main political fol tory 
workers and guilds and small bazaar men, who are naturally opposed 1 
domination by the few rich families of Isfahan. ; 





72. Firuz, Muhammad Hussein —Born about 1599. The fourth son of the 
late Farman Farma. Educated at the military college at Petrograd. Entered 
the Persian army during the 1914-18 war, and was regarded as one of the 
Promising young ocers of the army. Appointed Chief of Staff of the Sout 
Division in 1925, and did very good work in organising the troops in Fars and 
enforcing discipline and efficiency. Sent to Delbi as representative of the Persian 
army at the Indian army mancavres early in 1925. Fell under suspicion for 
some reason about, 1929 arid resigned his commission. His Qajar origin was no 
doubt the cause of his collapse. Very attached to his brother Firuz (Nusrat-ed. 
Douleh) bat not on good terms with his father. Married a Miss Namazi, who 
was educated in Hong Kong and speaks English perfectly 

Returned to Persia late in 1941, and was sent to Fare as G.O.C. and 
Governor-General in March 1942, ‘Superseded in both appointments by Marshal 
Shabbakhti a year Inter. He had succeeded in keeping a ratber precarious order 

‘ars, bat never succeeded in repressing Nasir Qashqai’s rebellious movement, 
Head of the Air Force, 1943. 

Speaks very good French and some English: intelligent and enlightened. A 
brilliant talker; be seems eapable of proving with most convincing reasons that 
he is always right—but one feels sometimes that he is too convincing. 


73. Firuz, Muhammad Vali—Third son of the late Farman Karma, Born 
about 1803. Educated at Beirut and Paris. Sent to Tabriz as head of the 
Finance Department, 1915, Said to have taken many bribes while in that 
‘appointment. Is very thrifty and has large properties both in Tehran and Tabriz, 
Elected a Deputy to the fourth, fifth and sixth Majlises for Tabriz, On tho 
fall of his brother, Nusrat-ed-Douleh, in 1981, he retired trom public life and 
was seldom seen. Has been in Europe a good deat. 

cted to the thirteenth Majlis for Sarab in September 1941, and again 
to the fourteenth in November 1945, Hix appearance, being that of an underfed 
bird of prey, seems to keep him in the background, but he bas a good deal of 
his father's intelligence. 


74. Furighi (Foroughi), Muhsin—Born about 1907; son of tho lato 
Muhammad Ali Furnghi. Educated at Toran and in Paris, whore he took 
a degree. On return to Tehran began practising as an architect. Does nat take 
part in politics. A good typeof young Persian, Married to a Frenchwoman of 
00d middle-class family. 

75. Ghaffari, Emir Sehameddine (Zuka-ed-Dowleh).—Born in ‘Tehran about 
1580.. ‘The second son of the Inte Mubandis-ul-Mamalik. . Educated in Persia and 
Germany, On tho staff of the. Ministry of Education 1914-18, —Appoiuted 
Persian Minister in Berne 1919-22. Did not venture to return to Perein till the 
Pahlovi régime was well established in 1931. A chamberlain to, Muzaffar-ed 
Din Shah and Ahmed Shab. Employed in the Ministry of Education 1934, us a 
professor of economics. Imprisoned 1930 by order of Reza Shah, on an accusation 
of having expressed doubts whether the trans-Iranian railway would pay, 
Sentenced 10 two yenis" imprisonmeat, but Kept in prison when his term vd 
been served. Finally obtained release on the fall of Reza Shab in 1041. Director 
of the Propaganda Section in 1942 and 1943 thongh he was not very effective in 
that post and was relieved of his duties early in 1943, Advocated propaganda 
in fayour of religion in order to keeys men’s minds away from communism 

Speaks French, German, and some English, A very voluble, persistent little 
man, with a great idea of his own importance and infallibility. Has a largo 
family of daughters. 

70, Ghaffari, Hassan Ali 
the late Moavin-ed-Dowleh, 


P ress of the judicial safeguards accorded to foreign subjects in 
1928, after the abolition of the extra-territorial privileges, but was reinstated in 
Decembor 1929. He owed his appointment and reinstatement to Teymiourtache, 
the Minister of Coart, with whom he was on terms of intimate friendship. 

Ghaffari is an agreeable and well-educated man, and speaks French and 
German finently. Appointed Minister at Brussels in the spring of 1933. Recalled 
to Tehran December 1936. 








































































































17. Ghaffari, Jalol-vd-Din (Mubandis-ul-Mamalik)—Born in Tehran about 
ts7s. Son of the late Muhandicol Mamalik, one of the Ministers of Nasir-ud- 
Din.and Muzaffer-ud-Din. Educated in Persia and Germany. Entered the 
Ministey of Finance in 1913; has held varies posts as revenve officer in that 
Ministry. Discharged suddenly owing to intrigues against him in 1929. Since 
then acied as agent for the Sheikh of Mohammerah in negotiations with Govern- 
ment Departments. Unemployed since the sheikh’s death in May 1936, 

Voluble and energetic; very well disposed towards us. 


78. Ghani, Qasim—Born about 1804 at Sabzevar. Sent to Tehran for 
education by hie‘uncla, Agha Khazra-, and stodied in the Babai *: Tarbiat 
school for four years. ‘Then went to Beirut where he qualified as a doctor after 
a course lasting about seven years. On retarn to Tehran stayed a short time and 
then went back to his native town and practised medicine, founding « hospital 
and doing many good works. ‘Then went to Meshed. where he married a 1 
wife. A-great student of Persian literature. Flected as a Deputy for Meshed 
in tho 13th Majlis.. Minister of Health in Soheily's revised Cabmet of Decem 
1943. Member of the Persian Farhangistan or Academy. A 

‘A cultared and widely-read man, reputed to bea Bahai, but that is doubtful. 
Author of a history of Sufism, 

79, Hajir, Abdul Huxsein—Born about 1505. The son of one of the 
““Fidi'is" Of the early dayn of the Constitution, who aetved under agi zadeh. 

Tn 1030 served under Taqi-zadeh in the Ministry of Roads and Communica- 
tious; und in the following year followed that Minister to the Ministry of Finance. 
Government inspector of the National Bank. A favourite of Davar's, he was 

ren various lucrative posts by him, including the management of the Cloth 
Stonopoly ("Shirkat--Guandsh"") and, most important of all, the direction of 
the xchange Control Commission. Relinquished his post at the Exchange 
Control Commission in the summer of 1987 to proceed to Europe as part of a 

ion to purchase stocks for the Cloth Monopoly. Head of the Industrial 
ericultural Bank, August 1038 Minister of Commerce and Lndustry. 
March 1042, and. Minister of Roads and Communications in Sobeily’s Cabinet 
of February 1043. Showed commendable energy in inspecting communications 
0. : 
1 PSVent to England to study transport conditions in June 1943 and was ati 
‘away at the end of the year; meanwhile, in December 1943, on the Cabinet being 
reshuffled, he became Minister of tho Interior. 

‘An cnergotic and resourceful man; in his early days be was an interpreter 
‘and amunshi at the Russian Consulate-General. Speaks French, Russian and 
English) vory talkative bat hax many sound ideas and a shrewd knowledge of 
hia countrymen. Ts unmarried, 

80. Hakimi, Als Akbar—Born in Tehran about 1804, the son of the late 
Mirza Mahmoud Khan Hakim-ul-Mulk, a personal servant of Muzallar-ed-Din 
Shah. Married to a French lady, Owns property near Tehran, on which he 
managed to grow a variety of cotion which was considered of very good quality 
In virtue of this, appointed Director of Agriculture in 1931, though he had had 
no previous experience in Government service. Resigned in 1082. Acted as a 
member of the Directing Board of the Agricultural Bank daring 1933. Since 
then has retired to his estates. 

"Minister of Agriculture in Feroughi’s Cabinet, October 1941, but resigned 
through ill-health, or more probably incompetence, February 1942. Tt was not 
much loss. 

BL. Hidaynt, Abdullah, Brigadier (Sartip)—Born about 1902, the son of 
Mukhbie-ud-Douieh (Ghulam Rees Kemal-Hi ai}, and 40 member af family 
that has usally been pro-British. Brigadier 


Hidayat is outwardly friendly; 
au i intelligent ad ambitions ot something of an inteiguer, Trained at the 


Feole de Guetre, and also at Fontaineblean. Head of the Third Bureau 
General Sat February’ 1041 ac the Stall College November 1941: Deputy Chief 
‘of the General Stafl, May 1942; Commandant of the Officers’ Schoo}, November 
1942 
‘A well-qualified serious officer, moro staff officer than a commander. Has a 
Paton Tor hoon.) Whe wit the General Staff supported Yazdan- 
Ber tis opptaition to'd forongn miliary miaion. Esloage Ua tbe miliary 
clique headed by his friend Razmara. Speaks good French and some English. 


82, Hidayat, Tezatullah—Son of the late Sani-ed-Douleh, who was 
murdered in Tehran during the Constitutional troubles about 1908.” Born about 


70 


1595. _ Educated as a civil engineerin Germany. Member of the staff of the 
Legation at Berlin 1920-23. On the staff af the Ministry of Public Works 192 
Appointed Chief of Railway Coustruction about that time. Interested in various 
engincering projects in Tehran, and in a spinning factory. Director of the pai 
of Pahlavi 1999. Arrested and tried for complicity in the irregularities in the 
Ministry of Roads and Communications Febraary 1996; sentenced in the autumn 
to six months’ imprisonment and a fine. 

Intelligent, and of charming manners, Speaks French and Gorman His 
mother was a daughter of Muzaffar-ed-Din Shah. Exonerated after the fall of 
Reza Shah, but not re-employed in Government service, In 1943 envaged 
contracting’ work. 


83) Hidayat, Mehdi Quii (Mukhbir-us-Saltaneh)—Born about 1886. Spent 
several years in Germany as a young man. Was appointed Chamberlain 
at Court in 1896. Accompanied "the Atabeg-on his tour round the world 
in 1003, and aflrwards: performed the pilgrimage to Mecca. Returned 
to Tehran in 1904, and. was appointed Director of the. Military College, 
Appointed Minister of Public Instruction in March 1907, and Minister of Justice 
tober 1907. Governor-General of Azerbaijan in 1908, but left for Europe 
in Jane 1908. Returned in Avgust 1909 and resumed the Governorship-General 
of Azerbaijan, where he remained until 1911, when he again visited Europe. At 
this time, Flidayat was on very bad terms-with the Russian Legation in Tehran. 
Returned to Persia in December 1911. Governor-General of Fars from 1913 to 
1915, Daring the war his sympathies were with the Germans, and in Fars he 
secretly helped German agents. Appointed Minister of Justice in November 1917, 
and ogain in January 1918, Became Minister of Interior in April 1918, when 
bo abetted the Jangalis in their rebellion against the Central Government, and ha 
Ho sed his ficial postion to carry on propaganda amongst the tne ofthe 
South Persin Rifles, which led to some disaffection, Appointed Minister of 
Finance from July to November 1920, and Minister of Public Works frotn March 
to June 1923. Elected a Deputy to the fifth term of the Majlis 1924-96. Minister 
of Pablic Works June 1926. Appointed chief judge of the Court of Appeal in 
April 1927, and Prime Minister in June 1927. Daring his tenure of oie ae 
Prime Minister he acted at times ax Minister of Finance as well 

Speaks German, Fresich and some English, and is intelligent and well read, 

His hatred of Russia eaysod him to favour the Gormay cause during the 

‘aropean War, and as a result he was often very unfriendly towards Great 
Britain, Of later yoars he has become mare friendly, and endeavours to eschew 
political intrigue, “As Prime Minister ho was but a figare-head, and carried out 
tho policy which Teymourtache dictated. He is addicted to opium smoking, and 
is rapidly becoming tore enfeebled in both mind and body. 

Hidayat’s Cabinet lasted till September. 1983, when the Shah instructed it 
to resign, Hidayat was then appointed Governor-General of Khorasan, but 
succeeded in begging himself off, on grounds of old age and private affairs; ho 
therefore did_not proceed to Meshod, and another Governor-General was 
appointed in December 1933. 

#4. Hidayat, Resa Quli (Nayyer-w-Mulk)—Elidest, son of the Jato Jaafar 
Quli Khan Nayyér-1l-Mulk,and a brother of the lateMukhbir-ul-Douleh. K:C.LE, 
Born in Tehran aboot 1870, Educated at the Darulfunun College at Tehran. 
Served in the Ministry of Education 1805-1920. Director-General of that 
Ministry from 1919 to 1021. Minister of Education in Seyyid Zia's Cabinet of 
192L Again in the same post in 1922, Member of the High Court of Ap; 
1927. Acting president of the High Court of Appeal 1928.to 1934, and president 
from 1934 to 1936, when he had to resign owing to the Shah's displeasure at 
the conduct of the trials for corraption of members of the Ministry. of Roads 
and Communications, A member of the supervisory Board of the National Bank 
Of Trae 0S 

A highly respectable and respected old gentleman, who was no doubt glad 
to relinguinh tho delicate task of supplying exactly judonent which dhe ok 
required from him. 


85. Hikmat, Ali Aeghar—Born about 1804, A member of a Shiraz family 
and cousin to Mushar-ad-Douleh (Mirza Nizamud-Din Khan Hikmat) and 
Sardar. Fakhir (Mirza. Reza Khan Hikmat), Educated. in. the Church 
Missionary Society School at Shiraz 1908-09, "Well read in Arnbie. Went 
'o Tehran in 1014. whore he entered the American College, graduating in 
1917, Joined the Ministry of Public Instruction as an inspector. Appointed 
Director of Education for Fars about 1920, but kept out of the position owing to 













































































intrigues. Candidate for Parliament (the fifth Majlis) in 1923, for Shiraz and 
also for Jahrom, but was not successful, Employed in the Ministry of Education 
until about 1030, when he went abroad to Paris to study law. Said to have done 
well in hia examinations, Returned to Tehran in September 1933, to take charge 
of the Ministey of Education as acting Minister, Raised to the rank of Minister 
in Febraary 1036. Dismissed, July 1938, owing to the Shah's displeasure about 
‘a telegram connected with the Paris Exhibition, but restored to favour as Minister 
of the Interior, February 1930. Resigned March 190. Was proposed, for 
Minister, Berlin, bat the German Government hesitated about his agreement. 
When it did come the Shah decided to re-employ him as Minister of the Interior 
instead, but dismissed him in June 1940, 

Minister of Indnstry and Commerce in Feroughi's Cabinet in 1941, and 
hhad a good deal to do with the negotiations about the Tripartite Treaty of 1942. 
Minister of Health, March 1942. Minister of Justice in Sobeily's Cabinet of 
Febranry 1948, bot resigned in July owing to difrence of opinion with his 
hie 

‘The author of some literary works, he spends some time instructing students 
in Persian literature atthe university. Often accused of intriguing against 
Qarvamal-Mlk, bat sch accusations have not bees proved. He remains one of 

we most promising candidates for the post of Prime Minister. 

Speaks English and French well; always very helpfal to.us. 


36. Hikmat Reza (Sdidar Fokhit)—Born Shiruz aboot 1888. Cousin of 
Ali Asghar Hikmat. During the 1914-18 war was a determined enemy of 
Qawam-ul-Mulk and friendly with the Qashqais. Since that war settled 
in Tehran and waa employed in. yarions Government appointments. Governor 
General-of Kerman 1940-41, Head of the Statistics and Civil Status Office 
1942. Candidate for the 14th Majlis 1944 for Shiraz, and seemed still to enjoy 
the support and friendship of the Qashqai. 

"A corpalent arid polite suas, very hospitable, but a man of curious friends. 


87, Homayundjah, Muhammad Ali-—Born about 1888. A graduate of the 
‘Tehran School of Political Scionce. Judge of the Tribunal of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs 1922-25. Has held various clerical posts inthe Ministry, 
culminating in that of head of the personnel section of the Ministry 1032-4 
Sont as counsellor to Paris in 1935; a post to which he was singularly ill-fitted 
owing to his scanty knowledge of French. 

for some obscure reason, said to be connected with seniority, was made 
Under-Secretary at the Ministry for Foreign Afisirs in April 1942; in which 
oat he maintains his reputation of benevolent and useless stupidity 

A corpuleat individual showing few indications of intelligence; his appoint- 
ment to-n foreign post. was looked upon as a very good joke in Tehran, 


88. [btiha} (Ebtehaj), Abul-Hassan—Sccond son of Ebtehaj-ul-Mulk, and 
brother of Ghulam Hussein Ebtehaj. Born at Resht about 1900,  Interpreier to 
the British forces in Gilan towards the end of the war, Entered the service of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia at Resht about 1920. Did well there, and was transferred 
to Tehran 1925, Assistant to the chief inspector from then till he resigned 
in 1936. 

‘Head of the Mortgage Bank 1939, Realixed one of his ambitions when he 
became president of the National Bank of Tran (Banque Mellié) in September 
1942. "Tn that post he has worked hard and heen of great service to us in many 


ways, He seems to be one of the few Persian financiers with intelligence, ability 
ly 


and energy. On the other hand he is hasty, hot-tempered and easily upset, and 
his persistence in an unwise legal attack on the Imperial Bank of Tran (a suit 
which he eventually lost) seems to show that he bears that institution a grudge. 
Pro-British and anti-Russian to such an extent that he is almost regarded 2s 
fa British agent by his numerous political rivals. 

Married in 1926 Maryam, daughter of Taghi Nabari (Mugzziz-n¢-Donle). 
Both he and his wife speak English, French and Russian well, No children 


80. Ibrihaj (Ebtehaj), Chulam Hussein —Born at Resht 1898. Eldest son of 
the late Ebtehaj-ul-Mulk, who was for years in charge of the Gilan estates of 
Fathullah Akbar. Educated at Resht and completed his stadies at Beirut, and for 
‘a short time in France. Interpreter to the British Expeditionary Force 1918-20. 

“His fathor was assassinated by the Jungalis, aud he, t with his family, 
fled te Tehran when the Bolsheviks oceupied Gilan in 1920. Clerk in the Prime 
Minister's office 1920-21. Secretary to the Governor of Gilan 1921-22. 
‘Transferred to the Ministry of Public Works and assistant to the American 


st 


Adviser, Colonel Morris 1923-28 Dismissed from that post, apparently for 
distionesty. Joined the Ulen Company in 1929, when the latter fiad a contract to 
construct tie railways in the south. Transferred to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs 1931; first secretary in London April 1982. First secretary in Cairo 
March 1933. ' Suspended by the Ministry shortly after, apparently for conduct in 
London when the d'Arey Concession was cancelled. Tn 1934 Chief of Persounel 
at the Ministry of the Interior; and then director of the Tourist Department and 
chief of the Touring Club of Iran, Went to Moscow in September 1936 to arrange 
the transfer of the Ittssian tourist organisation “* Intourist " to his organisation, 
nevely named ‘‘Irantour.”” Assistant. to the Chief of the Tehran Municipality 
Gctober 1937, but returned to the Ministry of Interior in 1998. Director of 
Administrative Services in the Ministry August 1938, Acting Chief of Tehran 
Municipality July 1939. 

Incurred Reza Shah's displeasure and was relieved of his charge of the 
Municipality in September 1940. Since then has been controlling "* Trantonr,’ 
‘an hotel syndicate, and also serving on the board of the Caspian Fisheries Mixed 
Administration. In 1942 divorced his Persian wife and married a Polish refogee. 

Author of a widely used guide book to Iran. Speaks English, French and 
Russion. A clever young man, with vast ideas; not to be trusted very far 


90. Iikhan, Amir Hussein—Son of the late Sardar Zafar, Bakhtiari, Bora 
aboot 1896. Educated partly in England. Married to a sister of the later Sardar 
‘Asad. Governor of Yeed 1918-19.” A Deputy to the sixth, seventh and eighth 
Majlines “Deprived of parliamentary immunity and placed under arrestin 
December 1984. Tried by a military court on charge of treason to the State; 
entenced to three years’ imprisonment with hard labour November 114 
Released Lee aha 

‘A popular and pleasant young snan, who speaks English and French, 
Cahdidate for the fourteonth Majlis 1043" "One of the best of the younger 
Bakbtiaris. » 


_ L Intiznm (Entezsm), Abdullah—Born about 1897. Brother of S 
Nasrallah, Served the Mimistry for Foreign Affairs in various capacities since 
about 1821. While secretary at Washington married an American lady. At tho 
Miniatry in Tehran 1925-27. In the Press Department of the Ministry 1938-26, 
Transferred to Prague 1936 as consul. Charge d’Affaires, Berne, May 1938. 
‘Head of the 8rd Political Department of the Ministry for Foroign Affairs 
April 1941, and was responsible for most of the routine work connected 
‘asa member of the siafl of the Legation at Berne at the end of that year, 
had previously divorced his American wife and one explanation of hix journey 
to Berne was that he was pursaing another lady. 
A pleasant and go-ahead young man; speaks English and French. 


esam), Nasrullah—Born, about 1809, Son of the late 
1d nephew of Hassan Ali Ghaffari, Educated in Tehran 
jence. Secretary at Paris 1926. Secretary at Warsaw 
1927-82, Secretary to the Persian delegates to the League of Nations during the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company dispute in 1933. Member of the Persian delegation 
to the World Conference 1933. Secretary at London May 1933. 
‘Transferred to Washington Has also served in tho Treaty: Department 
of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. First sccretary at Berne. 1936." Déldgué 
suppléant”” atthe League of Nations May 1938. Head of the ard Political 
Department, Ministry for Foreign Affairs (dealing inter alia with Great Britain), 
July 1938." Attended the Duke of Spoleto's wedding in Italy June 1939. 
Master of Ceremonies atthe Court in March 1 inter of Posts and 
Telegraphs in the reconstruction of Qawam-es-Saltaneh’s Cabinet in February 
1943, a post which be retained in the following Cabinet: of Soheily. 
‘A quiet and attractive young man. Helpful and honest, Speaks French 
and English. 


93, Iqbal (Eghbal), Ali—Born in Meshed about 1805. Son of a well-known 
landowner of Khorasan, with property at Kashmar and elsewhere in the province, 
Deputy in the twelfth, thirteenth anid fourteenth Majlises. Never in Government 
service, but well acquainted with Khorasan politics. Aspired to hecoming the 
mutawalli-hashi of the Meshed shrine 1943, but did not succeed owing to the 
‘opperition of the Governor-General. An enemy of Sobeily, and a professing 
supporter of Seyyid Zia-ud-Din. In the Majlis does not cultivate the limelight 
bat exercises good deal of influence on various committees and political groups 
(20086) « 






















































































4. Iybat. (Eyhbal),, Manuchihr—Younger brother of Ali Iqbal. Born at 
Meshed about 1805... Educated at Tehran at the medical school, and then in 
France, where he qualified as a doctor and received a medal’ for research. 

red to Persia in 1939 and was employed for some time in the Ministry 

of Public Health. Under-Secretary of the Ministry 1943, he ran the technical 

le of the Ministry's work with success, and is evidently hard-working and 
ficient, Does not mix in polities, Married to a Frenchwoman, 


95. Isfandiari (Esfandiari), Colonel Abbas Quli—Born about 1897. Third 
son of Hassan Estat iduated at S in France and joined the 
French army during the war; was wounded and captured by the Germans. Was 
a captain in the French army and received the Légion d’Honneur and the Croix 
de Guerre, Returned to Persia in 1919 and joined the gendarmerie with the rank 
of major. Married a daughter of Farman Farma in 1931, On special duty with 
the Hardt Citroen Trans-Asintic expedition in 1981. Acting head of the 4th 
Bureau at army headquarters in 1992 

Chief of the Ist Bureau of the General Staff. Tehran in 1940. 


6, Iafandiari (Esfandiari), Abdul Hussein Sadig- (Sadiq-ul-Mutk)—Born 
in Tohran about 1895. Educated in Tehran. Joined the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs 1917. First secretary at Brussels 1926. Recalled in 1931. Counsellor at 
Kabul 1033, Consul at Karachi 1994-86, Head of the Economics Section of the 
ilar Department, later mide a separate department, 1997, 
onsnl-General at Jerusalem 1939. Married a daughter of Yatain. 
fandiary 
A relation of Haji Mubtashim-cs-Saltaneh (Hassan Esfandiari). Rather a 
individaal, the inefficiency of whos methods caused travellers from 
hi to Tran a good deal of trouble in 1986 


97. Isfandiaré (Bvfandiari), Asadullah Yamin (Yomin-ul-Mamalik)—Son 
the late Yaminvnl-Mamalik and a:nephew of Hassan Esfandinri, Born in Tehran 
1885. Educated in Tehran and Tiflis. Entered the service of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in 1901; in 1908 had reached the rank of deputy chief of the 
Foreiymn Office Tribunal, Karguzar in Isfahan 1917, Governor of the Gulf Ports 
1921-23. Consul-general at Baka 1924-29, Governor of Mazanderan 1990-22, 
Recatled from that post and under a cloud for some tine. Director of the Tehran 
Telephone Company 

Deputy in the thirteenth Majlis 1041 to 1943, 14 « director of most of the 
important companies of the capital, and finds time to look after the affairs of the 
Acro:Club as well. Has typical capitalist and conservative outlook, but never 
thelows spoke in the Majlis in favour of the factory workers at Isfahan. 


98. Isfondiaes (Esfandiari), Farhullah Nuri. Second son of Hassan 
Esfandiari (Muhtashita-u-Saltatioh), Born aboot 1805. Educated in Switzer 
land and France, Second secretary of the Persian Legation in London 1914-24, 
Assistant chief of the English Section at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 1926. 
Kirst secretary at Washington 1920-29. Coansellor at Paris 1929-80. Counsellor 
in London and Chargé Affaires 1930-1, an was in charge at th tie of the 
Persian Exhibition. Chief of the Economies Section at the Ministry for Foreign 
‘Affairs,1982. Chargé d’ Affaires again in London March to December 1983. Head 
of the Treaty Department at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 1994; served also 
in the Passport section. For three months from the end of 1986 he was in Bagdad 
‘on a mission charged with negotiations aver the frontier dispate, but achieved 
little, | Chef du protocole' May 1936 to December 1997, In charge of the 
Government-controlled “Tran “* Insurance Company 1988. Appointed Persian 
Government representative with the Axglo-Tranian Oil Company 1942 in London, 
Married to a Frenchwoman; speaks French and Engith. Conscientious and 
helpful; an excellent type of permanent official, though he has not in 
eloquence of his father, much to the latter's disappointment. 


90. Isfandiari (Esfandiari), Hassan (Haji Mubtashi 

Born. about. 1802. Entered. the Ministry for Foreign 

‘a short. time was appointed secretary to the Persian 

In 1895 he wns appointed Persian consul in Bombay; returned in 1897 to Tebran 
and became Under-Seoretary at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Accompanied 
Mazaffer-ed-Din Shah to Europe in 1905. Later he became Under-Secretary at 
the Ministry of the Interior. Appointed Forsian Minister in London in 190 
bat did not proceed, Minister of Justice in 1910 and Minister for Foreign 


Affairs from January to July 1911. Minister of Finance in 1912-18 and again 
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from August 1814 to Murch 1919, | Minister for Foreign Affairs from April 1915 
to December 1915. Minister of Finance from June to September 1917, when he 
‘was appointed Governor-General in Azerbaijan. In 1919 he was exiled to 
Kashan by Mirea Hassan Khan Vosstiq for intriguing against the Government 
of the day. He was allowed to return to Tehran in July 1920, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, February to March 1921 and from June 1921 to January 1922, 
Minister of Education June 1922 to June 1923 and Minister of Finance from 
September 1926 to January 192 
Hostile to the Allies in the war of 1914-18, he was bought by the Germans 
in 1915, but that did not prevent him from taking money from the Russians as 
Reputed to be dishonest and an intriguer. When Minister of Finance in 
1917 he caused the grain in the Governinent stores to be sold in order to pay up 
Arrears of salaries due to. Government employees, and by this act. was partly 
responsible for the mortality caused in Tehran by the famine which followed 
the crop failure of 1917. Elected as.a Deputy to the eighth Majlis 1930. Was 
4 prominent speaker in the Majlis when the fatter body unanimously denounced 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's concession at. the end of 1982. 
‘A’ pleasant man 10 talk 10; har great. ideas of his own importance and 
He is interested in the silk industry of Gilan, holding a Government 
concession for the export of cocoons. ‘The father of Fathullah Houri Isfandiari 
Ge), Speaks a lithe French. Prominent in support of the Persian Society 
Of Sopporters of the League of ‘Nations. Anpotited. president ofthe Majlis 
‘when Dadgar fell in July 1935, and re-elected president of the eleventh Malis 
September 1937, and of the twelfth October 1931), leaded the Iranian Minsion 
to the Coronation of King George VI, and the mission to 
of the Crown Prince to Princess Fowzich, RebranryApril. 1930, 
resident of tho Majlix in its thi logislative period 1941, in «pi 
Well over the age-lim ult to ne the Majlis wit 
and, in spite of occasional nowspaper attacks, he is widely. respected ax an Elder 
Staiestnan. Ono of the last acts of the thirteonth Majlis, in December 1943, wax 
to vote hima life pension of 10,000 rinks per month, 


100, Isfandiari (Refandinr’), Muza Nuri (Muoaffag-es-Sultaneh)—Brother 
of Asadullah Yamin-Esfondiari. Born in Tehran 1804. Educated in Tehran and 
Europe. Enterod tho service of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1016, 
Secretary at Rome for some time. Chief of the Economic Section of the Ministry 
1929, Chief of the League of Nations’ section 1992. Counsellor and Chargé 
WAMaires at Paris 1983. Counsellor at Moscow in December 1033, and very 
soon afterwards transferred to Angora, where he was Chargé d'Affaires for 
some time. Head of the Consular Department, March 1987. Director-General 
of Industry and Mines, July 1937. Summarily relieved of that appointment in 

tember owing to a muddle over the Chalus silk factory that was in reality due 
two his predecessor, Johanhani. Administrative Director-General of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs; December 1937. Minister, Bagdad, August 1998. Sent on 
4 special mission to Berlin 1989, Left Berlin on rapture of relations in 1941, 

rurned to Bagdad as Minister; recalled to Tehran, on conclusion of five 
years’ foreign service, in 1943. Though at first suspected of pro-German feelings, 
owing to his visit to Berlin, he behaved correctly an his second period of office in 
Bagdad. Minister of Agriculture in Soheily's revised Cabinet of December 
1943 

Speaks French and Italian. A pleasant young man, Married very early, 
and has a son who is a champion at lawn-tenii 

101. Mtimadi (Betehadi), Nasir Quli (Naser-ul-Douleh)—Born aboat 1836. 
A Qajar prince, descended from the famous vazir. Mirza Taghi Khan. Occupied 
Various posts in Government serviee, including Governor of the Gulf Ports in 
1928, Sent on an economic mission to Germany in connexion with the settlement of 
‘various accounts about 1939. Returned to Persia 1942, and soon after appointed 
assistant to the Prime Minister by Sobeily, with the rank of Under-Secretary 
of State. 

‘Ambitious and clever; a good bridge player; but without much stability 
‘Speaks French and German, 

Having previously served in the Ministry of War he hoped at one time to 
Yecome Minister of War. Resigned Jannary 1944, having, hopes of governing 

‘ars. 

102. Jahan (Djehan), Jatfar (Djafar)—Born at Kerbela 1905, of a 
Mazanderani family. Educated at Tehran in the Law School. In 1931 went to 
France and studied law at Toulouse bit did not complete the course. 1953 judge 
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in the ‘Tehran Court of First Instance. 1934 in the Ministry of the Interior. 
1985 to 1940 employed on inspection duties, Editor of a Tehrasi newspaper. Has 
dong, tranilations Tor tbis.enbaney . 

‘A talkative man, very self-opinionated; speaks of a revival of religion in 
Persia, and advocates a retarn to religious control of the“ Wag" endowments 


103. Jahanbani, A mir Lashkar Amanullah—Born nbout 1890, son of the late 
Amanuliah “Mirza,” Zia-ed-Dowleh (a descendant of Fath Ali Shab), who 
‘committed suicide in the British consulate in Tabriz, where be had taken refuge 
from the Russians in 1917. 

Amanullah joined the Persian Cossack Artillery School in 1907. In 1010 
he was'seut to the military school in Moscow, where he graduated’ in 1913. 
For the following two years he was attached to the Imperial Gard. Tn 1918 he 
entered the Persian Cossack Division with the rank of captain, and was made 
‘aide-de-camp to the Russian General Staroseelsky, then commanding officer of 
the Cossack Division. He sided with Reza Khan in the coup d'Etat in 1921, and 
later distinguished himself in the operations against Simitko, being greatly 
helped therein by former ‘Tsarist officers attached to his staff. Was made a 

eral, and became chief of the General Staff in 1922. He visited France and 
Kngland in, 1925 Although Qajar,princs, be favoured the change of 
dynasty in 1025. Removed from his post as Chief of Staff for taking matters 
wily, but regained the Royal favour, and was appointed to command the 
Eastern Division in August 1926 He onganised and commanded the expedition 
for the pacification of Persian Baluchistan in the autumn of 1928, and in 
Novembot 1923 he was oreated General of Division (Amir Lashkar) as a reward 
for his services; in December 1930 went to France to follow a course of two 
yours’ training at the Staff College. ? 

Taxpector General of the Atmy in 1062, Inspector of military schools in 
1933, Employed in Baluchistan in 1934 and 1935. In October 1935 fell from 
favour ae the result of remarks made by him eriticiing certain arrangements 
for the Senior Officers’ Staff College. His eclipse was, however, brief, and he was 
sppointed Director-General of Industry in March 1096, ‘Distnssed in July 1997, 

tho reasons are variously rumoured as friendliness with foreigners, espionage by 
his Russian wife, of an explosion which ooourred in a powder magazine, 

He is pleasant and agreeable, though inclined to suffer from swelled head. 
Intelligent and fairly woll educated, he is enthusinstic about sport, which he 
has, done much to encourage in the Persian army; plays polo and tennis 
moderately well... Fond of Buropean society, easy-going, and somewhat. lacking 
in detormination. “He does not fleece the populace as do many of his colleagues 
He ig inclined to imitate westerners, and is ready to accept new ideas and 
machines. without considering their suitability 

Ie friendly to Englishmen, but finds Frenchwen and Rassians of the former 
Fégimo more congenial. Roported in prison in Tehran in July. 1039, and in poor 
health. Liberated 1941 and made Minister of the Interior in September. 
Minixtor of Roady and Communications, December 1041. Ministor of War, 
March 1942, and employed in the autumn at Court axa kind of aide-de-camp 
enieral to the Shah, Useful in doing little jobs with the Soviet Embassy, hut gives 
the impression of being overmuch inclined to subject the: present Shah to the 
same sort of fulsome flattery which turned his father’s head 

General officer commariding. Fars, September 1043. 

Speaks Russian and French fluently; hos a Russian, as well ae at least one 
Porsian, wife. 

104, Jahanbani (Djehanbani), Muhammed. Hussein.—Born  abowt 1892, 
brother of Amannilah Jahanbani.. Educated at Tehran and in Russia, and joined 
the Persian Cossack Division about 1916, Chief of Staff to General Amir Ahmedi 
in the Luristan operations about 1923, Military Governor of the Boir Ahmedi 
country shortly afterwards, where he governed with some success. Fell from 
favour with Reza Shah at the sme time as his brother, in 1935, ‘Then served 
in various capacities at the Ministry of Industry, especially in some purchasi 
commissions, Director-General at the Ministry of the Interior 1943, being in 
charge of the arrangements for the elections to the fourteenth Majlis an 
‘ocenpotion which nearly drove him crazy. Chief of Police, February 1944. 

jpeaks French, Rassian, and some English. ‘The anthor of an anthology of 
Persian poetry. Said to be very corrupt financially, but is easy to get on with, 

105, Jom (Djam), Mahmud (Mudir-ul-Mutk)—Born abont 1880. Has had 
long career in the ‘Customs and other Government departments, and was, 
for more than ten years, Persian secretary to the French Legation in Tehran. 
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irector of the Alimentation Service, Tehran, from 1916 to 1920, where he did 
good work. Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in the short-lived Cabinet 
Of Sayyid Zin-ed-Din 1921. Acting Minister of Finance, January 1922, and 
Minister of Finance October 1923 to August 1924. Appointed as assistant to 
Prime Minister, Serdar Sipeh, until the latter became provisional head of the 
State on the 31st. October, 1925, and then assistant to the two following Prime 
Ministers. Appointed Persian Minister to Brussels in 1926, but did not proceed. 
Appointed Governor of Kerman Province in September 1027, and Governor 
General of Khorasan in April 1928. Recalled from Khorassan in December 1923, 
the! appointed Minister of Pablic Works, Retarned to Khorasan as Governor 
General in August 1929. Appointed Minister of the Interior in Feroughi's 
Cabinet of 1933, and succeeded him as Prime Minister in December 1995. Tieaded 
the mission to Egypt on the Crown Prince's hetrothal to Princess Fowzich, June 
July. 1938, and received the Order of Muhammad Ali from King Farouk 
Minister of Court, October 1989. Ambassador to Egypt 1941 
An amiable and pleasant man who epeake French fluently. ‘The Legation, in 
their dealings with him, have always found him trustworthy and ain 


106, Jehanvir, (Diehanowir) Nasrallah —Born about 1806. Served for 
many years in the Finance Ministry, Director of the Concessions and Potroleam 
Department of that Ministry, and rose to the rank of Director-General, It 1041 
transferred from the Ministry of Finance to the National Bank, ax Deputy 
Director. 

Not brilliant, but sound and conscientious; said to be a convinced democrat 
very well disposed to us. sparta 


107. Kamat Hidayat, Hassan Ali (Nasr-ul-Mulk)-—Born about 1880, 9 

of the lave Mui a’ Dewieh, KCTE. i may 
le was prominent in the political events associated with the constitutio 

troubles of 1900-11, and Decade a manber of the stood Majlis in 1013. tn 

March 1915 he was appointed Minister of Posts, Telographs, C 

Public Works, and in that capacity was suspected (in common With 

$f pro-German leanings: He held various ministerial poatn between 1017 1 

In 1921 he accompanied the then Crown Prince of Persia 0 
India and to various Enropean countries. Pe at 

In 1025 he was appointed Governor-General of Isfahan, 

In June 1927 he was appointed Governor-General of Fars, and in December 
1037 went to Bagdad an acting consul-general, His tennire of office at Bagdad ws 
Rot a. success; he fell foul of the Residency owing to cortain discourteous 
omissions in bis condnet towards the Residency officials, Whether of not these 
transgressions were performed on his own responsibility or under instractions 
from his Government, the latter soon recalled kim in some disfavour. 

Thereafter he was unemployed until December 1931, when he was appointed 
Persian Minister at Tokyo. Recalled to Tehran, July 1984. Appointed Goremer 
of Tehran, November 1935 until December 1993. President of the Cour des 
Comptes” or Audit Department’ 1940, and was Minister of Justice for one 
day in the short-lived Feroughi Cabinet of March 1949. 

He is a pleasant and intelligent little man. His relations with British 
consular officers at Isfahan and Shiraz were always cordial and friendly, but he 
s not a great personality. 


108. Komal Hidayat. Mustafa Quii (Pahim-nd-Douleh)—Sor 
Mukbbie-ad-Doutsh, KEC-LE. ‘Born about 1878," Served in the Persea Foreign 
Office for many years. “Master of Ceremonies in that Ministry in 1918 and 1910 
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Justice in 1916. Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Afairs from July 1920 to, November 1020, and Acting Minister for 
0 its from November to i i 
For Sal irs rember january 1921. Persian Minister in 
ther extravagant. While at Berne, according to his enemies, be negotiated 
worthless cheque and was recalled in disgrace. O to the fon 
eta ey Toma are Ey a 
cial host (mehmandar) to the Crown Price of Sweden during his visi 
Persin in October 1034 Governor-General at tofahgn’ May 12 hehe 
endeavoured to cope with the machinations of General Zahidi and others without 
very signal success. It was be who first told this Legation of the Zahidi. plot 
Recalled to Tehran, March 1943 and appointed Governor-Getietal of Kermanshah 
(20046) o8 
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‘A dolightfal and amusing conversationalist, speaking French well. On very 
ind corms with his uncle, Mehdi Quit Hedayat 

‘A man of the world but too old to exert himself greatly, in fact, he is now 
too inclined to depend on his subordinates, 


100. Kumbakish, 4 bdus-Samad—Born 1903, at Kazvin; his father, still 
alive in’ 1943, was Ain-ul-Mamalik, a Qajar prince and wealthy landowner at 
Kazvin, Entered Persian army aboot 1923; sent to Leningrad for trainin 
and became a pilot there; also imbibed the doctrines of communisin wit 
enthusiasm, On return was active Communist and was known as the Persi 
representative on the Comintern. Sentenced to death by Reza Shab, but was 
pardoned and then imprisoned with fifty-three other Communists. Exiled in 1940 
to Bandar Abbas; released on the fall of Reza in 1041. Married to a Persian 
related to the Kia family who acts as an accoucheuse in Tehran. 

‘Candidate for the 14th Majlis for Kazvin, and helped in that contest by 
the Soviet representative. 


110, Kasimi (Kazemi), Bagir (Baghee) (Muazsib-ud-Dowlehi-—Bora. aboot 
1887. Educated in the School af Political Selence in Tehran, Began his career 
in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, being first attached to the Russian section, 
fand later employed in the Cabinet of the Ministry. Appointed Chief of Cabinet 
in. 1921. Appointed counsellor to the Persian Legation in Washington in 
1925. Sent to Iraq to inspect Persian consulates in 1028. Later in the same 
year appointed counsellor to the Persian Legation in Kabal, bat could. onl 
p as far as Herat, where ho remained as Porsian consul general 
Kppointed Under-Secretary to the Ministry of Roads and Communications 
in’ 1930, and Acting Minister in 1981, Appointed substantive Minister of Roads 
‘and Communications in May 1931, but had to resign in February 102, owing, it 
ix anid, to being unable to build roads fast enough for His Majesty, the ex-Shah. 
He was subsequently appointed Persian Minister \n Hagdad, towards the end of 
1982. 

‘To almost everyone's surprise, Kazemi was appointed Minister for Foreign 
Aflairs in Feroughi's Cabinet of September 1033 

‘Went on ollicial visits to Afghanistan and India November-December, 1935, 
and was tho guont of the Viceroy (Lord Willingdon) at Delhi. Resigned March 
1086, and unemployed until appointed Governor-General of Eastern Azerbaijan, 
Aprit 1937. Ambassador, Kabul, July 1938, Ambassador, Angora, October 
1989. 

Kazemi is sovially agreeable and friendly, and speaks English and some 
French, As Minister for Forvign Affairs he was not a success. He was 
‘untruthful and unreliable, and relations between him and His Majesty's Ministers 
in 1034-38 became very atrained. Hix departure was greeted by all foreign 


‘missions with relief. ; 
Minister of Public Health, December 141 to Marck 142. Then Minister of 


Finance. in Qawntn-e Saltaneh's: Cabinet of August 1942, but resigned before 
ite fallin circumstances which dil im litle credit. Appointed to An 
ambassador in May 1043, but did not proceed; the Turks appear to like him 
ts little as the Iraqis, who have not forgotten how he opposed them in the dispute 
Concerning the Shattel-Arab waters. Nevertheless be is a man of inte 

nnd energy. 

111. Kasimi (Kazem(), Mustafa (Dabir-ul-Mulk)—Porn in Tehran 1891 
Educated at the School of Political Science, Tehran. Entered the Ministry of 
Education 1914, and appointed Director of Education at Kerman in 1915. A 
staunch member of the Democratic. party and intensely anti-British. | Cause 
fa great deal of trouble to the British forces and the Hsperial Bank of Persia 
during the war. Financial agent at Isfaban 1920-22, In the Ministry of Finance 
1929-95. Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Justice 192 Chairman of 
the Caspian Fisheries Committeo 1925-82 Governor-General of Kerman 
1982-83. 

‘Engaged in politics arter the fall of Reza Shah tried to found a new party. 
without success, June 1042. Elected member of the Majlis for Kerman 1943, 
After vehement protestations of repentance for his anti-Rritish past. 

“An unreliable person. 


‘at Kerbela and lived there for many 
Government in 1922 for non-co-operation with our pol 5 
came back to Persia, where he has been ever since. Kept in the 
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during Reza Shah's reign, but on the latter's abdication in 1041 came back into 
Promibeoce and acieved a certain popularity pardy owing io his ropucatfn aa 
an opponent of Reza Shah. His anti-British bias, a legacy from 1922, led him 
into intrigues with German agents and in August 1943 he fled from Tehran to 
‘void arrest as a suspect, An intriguing and unscrupulous reactionary 


112. Keyhan, Jalal-ud-Din.—Born in Tehran 1884. Educated in the Teht 
School of Political Science. Entered the service of the Minis site! Foreign 
Affairs in 1905. Deputy chief of the English section in. 1909, Vice-conetl at 
‘Tiflis in 1910. In the Russian section of the Ministry 1914. Consul in Kerbela 
1919. Consul at Damascus 1028. Consul at Bombay 1927-82, Deputy Governor 
of Azerbaijan, Jane 1982. Head of the First Political Section of the Ministry 
Las eee eneral at Tiflis eck ie. 1938, when the pe was suspended, 

wussian Section of the Ministry for Poreigr fairs 
Consul General, Stambost, July 1048 nent Ran Mee 
rather dried-up individual, who hardly seems to haye recovered from the 
ste of fig prin, wile Deputy Gover at Reettivea Tor te umnce 
2 serious flood to take plate. Speaks French and English, tod 
reasonable and agreeable to deal eth. tant lhe ty 


413. Keyhan, Mas'ud (Massoud) —Born in Jehrani 1886. Brother of J 
d-Din Kayhan. Eadueated in Persia and France, having bon throvgh te militay 
cour at Saint-Cyr. Joined the gendarmerie in 1913 and aerved as a stalf officer in 
different parts of Persia. Appointed Minister of War in Seyyid Zia’ short-lived 
Cabinet in 1921. Left the army after this, and since 1924 has been a professor 
in the secondary schools and the Ecole Normale at Tehran, 

‘Speaks French. The author of a Geography of Persia in threo volum 


114. Khajeh-Noury, Ghulam Ali (Nizamens-Saltdn)—Son of Amir Now 
Focige atin Te aoe ‘of the in? Dey elas of the Ministry re 
Affairs for several years, with an interval as secretary at the Logatio 
in Rome im 1085, Visited Loudot tu September THT on buninga connected with 
the printing of bank-notes forthe Tranian Government and commissions for the 
Educated partly in Russia, where he learnt halletlancing. Speaks French 
and Rossin, Though of decadeat ‘appearance is hlpfal and friendly. Aided 
bys cultivated and charming wife, who is a daughter of Dr. All Aqghar 
bey, be is hospitable and popular with the Diplomatic Corps. 
ae, oe retioes vecrices fo Hie comet after the fall of Reza Shah, the 
being French instructor to the Queen-Mother, he adinires 
an enthusiasm which is no credit to his foie a eae abies eA 
He prefers to be known as Nizam Khajeh-Noury. 


115. Khajeh-Noury, Huserin—Born about 1802. OF Qa, 
coosin of Vossugh-ed-Donleh, and related to the Noory-Esfusiovia ee 
sen eteent the service of tho Ministry of Finance about 1900, With Dr. 
paugh’s mission as assistant director of supplies, and 
Soined the National Rank in 1997 and assisted to Lend it, Sent forge eet? 
training to @ private bank in Berlin, and was assistant to Dr. Lindenblatt, 
Dismissed in July 152 n the departare of Dr, Lindenblat, owing to accusations 
‘concerning a loan taken during his period of office. Tn the Account rtanent 
af tie Ministry of Roady August 1083, thy a a 
car und aris Pots atheist of Finan i wt yar, including 
m preter and assistan = Mi "s finan in 1945 
A\ keen and well-disposed little man. Speaks English, Sh 
|g 116. Khosrocani, Shakab—Born about 1900. Native of Mahallit. Educ 
in Tehran, -Related ly marriage to Abdnl Hussein Naity, previous head munch 
to the legation. Made a considerable fortune out of contracting for various 
constructional works 1940-43. Candidate for the 14th Majlis 1943-44. 
‘An astute business man, but little more. 
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1022, Minister of Posts and Telegraph in 1923; resigned after few months, 
and was appointed to the High Military Council Director of the Army Con- 
scription Bureau 1929-80. Director of Alimentation 1931, In 1935 a director 
of the Pahlavi Bank 

‘Attracted notoriety to himself in the autumn of 1942 by being accused, 
probably with justice, of hoarding large quantities of grain in his villages neat 
Tehran. ‘The Minister of Food, Farrukh, had a public quarrel with him, as a 
result of which Khadayar threatened to shoot him. 

‘An influential man of the old school, and one of Reza Shah's creatures: Has 
nover had any scruples about robbing, thereby accumulating a large fortune. 


118. Khusrocani, Sartip Akmad—Was in temporary command of the air 
fore in 1931 during the occasions when General Ahad Nakbchevan was 
suspended, and again in 1987 when General Nakhchevan was appointed assistant 
to the Minister of War. Promoted brigadier (Sartip) and placed in command of 
the air force 1939, 

Showed some initiative during the attack on Persia in 1941; but not 
over-intelligent. 


110, Kooros, fasa (Ksau),—Born about 1896. A. commissioned officer in the 
South Persian Rifles during the 1914-18 war. For many years a leadin, 
merchant of Tehran, representative of Imperial Chemical Industries, Metropolita: 
Vickers, &. Has! a branch in London, and his wife and children are, in 
England (1043), Speaks excellent English and is well disposed, towards us 
Patriotic and of strict integrity. Fell into disgrace under Reza. Shah through 
no fault of his own. Seems inclined to enter polities and stood for the Ma; 
for Tehron 1043 without success. Vice-President of Tehran Chamber of 
Commerce since October 1942. Member of Tehran Municipal Council 1943, 

120, Kupat (Kowpal), Sadiq (Sadegh)—Born in ‘Tabriz about 1889, 
Hiucsted tr Pers aed Coustadtiaopte!” Original’ ax. arity eax bot 
joited the gendarmerie in 1911. Was with the Turks when they approached 

muda in 1010, “Went to Angora on a congratulatory mission in 1682 and 
romained there as military attaché, till 1924. On the staff of the G.0.C. North- 
‘West Division in 1924. of police in 1929, In temporary command of the 
fair fores in 1931, Liaison officer with the Iraq forces in the operations against 
‘Jonfar Sultan 1931-92, Head of the Conscription Department 1934. Accom 
Imperial Majesty the Shah on hi journey vo Turkey in 1094. Has 

poli star. Y 

Governor of Rezaieh in 1941, but retired thence in a great hurry when the 
town was threatened with insurrection by Kurds and Assyrians in March 1942 
‘Suspected of complicity in the Zabedy plots, Very intimate with the Turkish 
Ambassador, 1943, Arrested at the instance of the Allied security authorities 
September 1043, 

Energetic and loquacious; a brigadier-general in rank. Has a Turkish 
wife. Neither studious nor professionally ambitious, Shows some interest in 
horse-racing. 

‘A bovine and brutish appearance wives the clue to his personality, 

191. Kurdistuni, Asadullak—Born in Kurdistan about 1882. Selt- 

ration 


‘annulled: and 


tion. 

‘A-sick man in 1943; usilikely to play ninch of a part in Persian politics in 
future, Estimates of his character vary greatly—by some considered very honest, 
by others an adyeuturer and an intriguer; but in his old age lives respected i 
retirement. 


122. Lahouti (known usually as Major Lahouti Khan) —Born in Kermanshah 
about 1882 Entered: the service of the gendarmerie in 1908, under Yeprim. 
Became captain under the Swedes in 1911, and was in command at Qum. Earned 
the special praise of General Hjalmarson for disarming 150 Bakhtiaris at Qum; 
Lahouti was then decorated with an Order of Valour. In 1913 in the gendarmerie 
at Sultanabad with the rank of major. Accused of taking a bribe from a tribal 
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chieftain, he was recalled to Tehran, but absconded and lived incognito in Tehran 
for come time. Left Persia during the 1914-18 war, and has been living the life 
of an adventurer ever since. Joined the Turkish army and served in it for three 
years. In 1925 obtained a pardon from the Persian Government and given a 
commission in the Tabriz division with the rank of major. Engineered a 
coup d° Ftat in 1923 at Tabriz, in which certain Swedish officers were implicated 
‘The plot fell flat and Lahouti fled to Russia, where he became a teacher of 
oriental languages in Moscow. Nothing was heard of him for some time, until 
after the troubles of 1941. He was then heard of as the author of several 
‘Communist leaflets and an expert on cultural propaganda in Turkistan 


193. Mahdavi, Reza (Rais-vt-Tujjar)—Rorn about 1880, Sou of the Tate 
Malik-ut-Tujjar of Meshed. A cousin of the late Haji Amin-uz-Zarb. Has large 
estates in Shirwan, Sabzewar, Bujourd, Meshed, Quehan, Sve. Was very much 
under Russian influence before the war of 1914-18, when he had the coticession 
of the Meshed-Bajgiran cart road. A Deputy to the Majlis for Kherasson on 
several occasions. “Always short of ready money, and ou bad terms with the 
Imperial Bank of Persia, who considers that he once cheated them, 


124. Malek-Zadeh, Mehdi—Born in Isfahan, 1881. Eldest. son of the late 
Malek-ul-Mutakallimvin, who was a famous nationalist orator, killed in 1908 by 
order of Mohammed Ali Shah. Educated in Persia and Beirut. Obtained a 
medical de it Beirut, Returned to Persia about 1910 and was a teachee 
the medical school. Director of the Vaziri hosi 
Aéth, sixth, seventh and eight Majlises 

By the thirteenth Majlis had become one of the elder menibors of that 
Institation, being then member for Bam, with which plice he had little or no 
connexion. Head of the rather nebulous group known as the Party of Nation] 
Union, but his speeches bored the Majlis and he carried little weight, Always 
profestes the greatest friendship for ua, but consorts with doubtful porsons, si 
as the Armenian journalist Eghikian. Ultra-Nationalist by reputation 


125, Malik, Haji Hussein Agha—Born about. 1873. A. large landowner 
of Khorassan, with, ies in the Tehran summer resort of Shimran, and a 
noted collection of and MSS. Most. of the Dehzaugi Barbaris are his 
tenants, In 1917 took an active part in tribal disturbances, and received some 
sopport from the Russian consulate in Meshed. In 1921, though imprisoned 
for a time by Colonel Muhammad Tagi, he afterwards gave the latter a certain 
souunt of unwilling support. atrig opponent of fier Mahdawi (Rais-nt 
Tajjar of Meshed), and since 1920 has been well disposed towards the British. 
Hie tne sovoral visits to Europe, “A. Deputy inthe 7th Majlis (1928 0), His 
‘anghter married the late Sardar Asad Bakhtiari, and at the time of the latter's 
death he came under suspicion. From October 1995 he was more or loss 
detained in Tehran and in June 1997 it was common report that he had been 
placed in confinement, possibly because the Royal eye has fallen upon 
property adjacent to the summer palace of Saadabad, or properties in Khorassan 

‘A Persian and Arabic scholar, with « slight knowledge of French, Russian 
and English. An amiable and pleasant old man, very generous; he is now nearly 
deaf, anil leads a retired life. 

With the fall of Reza Shah be found himself free from oppression and 
Aevoted himself to his library, his stamp collection and good works; has become 
‘4 national symbol of scholarship and benevolence. 


126. Mansur, (Rajab) Ali, C.B.B. (Mansur-ul-Mulk)—Born about 1868, 
Educated in the School of Political Science at Tehran, Began his career in 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and was employed in the English section. 
He subsequently transferred to the Tribunal section, where he rose to be 
Director of the Civil Court. Appointed Director of the English section in 
1917. Appointed Under-Secretary of the Ministry for Foreign Affaire in 101 
and Under-Secretary at the Ministry of the Interior in 1920, Created C.B.E. 
1920. Appointed Governor-General of Azerbaijan in April 1927, and held th 
post until Jannary 1931, when he was made Minister of the Intericr. ‘Transferred 
to the post of Minister of Roads and Communications in January 1983. Arrested 
in January 1936 on charges of misappropriation and incompetence,  Acquitted 
August 1936, Rehabilitated as Minister of Industry and Mines, August 1938, 
Mansur is believed to have made money out of the sale of promotions while 
‘at the Ministry of the Interior. During the time he was employed in the Mini 
for Foreign Affairs he was brought into contact very frequently: with, thie 
legation, and was always found to be friendly and ‘agreeable. “Selected by 
















































































Reza Shah for the post of Prime Minister June 1940, it was to him that the joint 
Russo-British ultimatum was delivered on the 25th Angust, 1941, As the result 
of the subse ed in September 1941. ‘Governor-General of 
Khorasan February post he showed some energy in collecting 

though his administration of the funds of the shrine laid him open to 
various accusations of embezzlement A clever man, often in the running for the 
post of Prime Minister. Speaks French. 


197, Marsban (Marsuban), Dr. Hussein (Saved-ul-Mulk)—Born about 1858. 
w of Dr, Ismail Marzban, Studied as a doctor and. was employed in that 
capacity on the Turco-Persian frontier commission. in 1913. Then entered the 
service of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and was secretary and connsellor at 
Constantinople abont 1920, and thereafter for some years, aciuiring a very good 
knowledge of Turkish and a Greck wife. Consnl-General at Baku in 1029. 
Governor of Luristan 1996. Governor of Western Azerbaijan at Reza‘ieh in 
1942 and again in On Soheily's proposing him for the post. of Governor- 
Gonceal at Tabriz the Russinng objected to him os pro-Torkish Tt is unlikely, 
however, that he is either pro-Turkish or pro-Soviet he has seen both countries 
At yory olose quarters and knows their peculiarities intimately, 

A queer-looking little man with « large bald head and a withered hand; 
equally at home in French, Turkish, Russian and Persian. Clever and very 
well-disposed towards us; on the other hand, his open opposition to the Russians 
ait Reea'ich in 1942 went w little too far. 

128. Marshan (Marevban), Dr. Iemail (Amvn-wl-Mulk)—Born about 1876, 
at Resht, Studied medicine in France, and has practised as an oculist at Tehran 
for about the last forty years. Visited London in connexion with the Conatitu: 
tional movement in 1906, Has had soveral excursions into politics, haying been 
Minigter of Posts and Teleyrapha whenever his fellow citizen, the late Sipahdar, 
‘was in powet, President of the Iran Club after Jam, a post which he still holdx 

Universally liked and respected as an honest old gentleman. Owns a little 

property in Resht, but is not rich, and still practised up to his appointment as 
inister of Public Health under Qawam-es-Saltaneh in 1942. He resignod from 
Unat post in Decomber 1942, One son, Nan‘chibr Marzban, is now in the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs. Has been member of the al party for some year 
but hax nover done much active pol sly to do much, elther right 
‘or wrong. Benevolent and agreeable Speaks French, ‘Took a prominent 
part in supervising the Tehran elections, December 1943. 

129, Mas‘ud, Akbar (Sarim-il-Douleh)—Born 1885, Righth, and second 
surviving, son ‘of Masud Mirza Zill-us-Sultan, son of  Nasir-ed-Din 
Shah. Was early recognised a8 one of the most intelligent of the Zil's fourteen 
ons, and now has succeeded to the major part of his father's inheritance 
Minister of Public Works and Commerce 1910. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
1916, Governor of Isfahan in 1917. Minister of Finance in Vusuq-ud-Doulet 
Cabinet of 1919; one of the triumvirate who arranged the abortive Anglo-Persinn 
‘Treaty of 1920; Governor of Kermanshah and Hamadan in November 1020. 
Governor-General of Fars 1922-3, and again in 1929. Arrested shortly after 


the fall of Firuz Mirza in 1920, and a under surveillance near Tehran for 


several months, ‘Thereafter lived quietly in Tehran till 1952, when he was 
allowed to return to his vast properties in and around Isfahan. 

Killed his own mother at his father's instigation on a point of honour in 
1906. He seams to have lived down the odium of this deed, Has beew several 
Limes to Europe and has visited England, ‘Speaks, English and French Suently 
nd is pleasant mannered, clever and intelligent. The two-fold stigma of being 
pro-Britiah and « Qajar prevented him coming back to power during the régime 
Of Reza Shah, Since the fall of Reza Shah he has continued aloof from public 
‘afiairs, though he has kept in touch with what is going on, and has now become 
the unofficial controller of almost everything in Isfahan. He takes a great pride 
in his model village at Asgharabad, near Isfaban, and may very easily have a part 
to play in shaping Persia's future in the next few years. Has one surviving son, 
faud a daughter. A famous buster. 


130, Mas‘udi (Massoudi), Abbas—Born in 1895 in Tehran. Educated in 
‘Tehran, and for a year in France. A journalist by profession and by nature. 
Proprictor with his brother, Jamal Massoudi, of one of the two principal 
‘vernacular daily papers in Tebran (the /#tila‘at) and of the French daily paper 
Tournal de Tehran. He accompanied the present Shah, when Crown Prince, to 
Traq, Syria and Egypt on his wedding tour as press representative, and kept the 
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Tehran press supplied with a stream of accounts of the Prince's doings, in that 
quasi-religions style that alone is permitted to Iranians when speaking’ of their 
monarchy. A Deputy in the eleventh and twelfth Majlis 

A career in Persian journalisi is a poor recommendation 

In the thirteenth Majlis came out strotigly in opposition to Qawain-es- 
Saltaneh, being severely beaten by some of his opponents in the riots of the 
Sth Deceinber, 1042, Visited Palestine and Egypt in May-June 1943, 


131. Matin-Daftary, Dr, Ahmod.—Born in Tehran, 1808. A nephew of 
Dr, Musaddiq, whose daughter he has married. Educated in Tehran, partly at the 
American College. Entered the Ministry for Foreign Aflairs in 1918. Persian 
secretary to the German Legation in Teliran 1920-23. Returned to the Ministry 
for Foreign Aflairs 1923-27. Joined the Ministry of Justice in 1027 and 
appointed Attorney-General of the Court of Appeal. Sout to Europe ly the 
Ministry of Justice in 1920 to take up an advanced course of law, during which 
ho studied in Germany, and for a time was sworn in as a judge in a German 
vourt, Obtained a degree as doctor of law. Returved to Persia 1931. Direotor 
General of the Ministry of Justice 1982, Acting Minister of Justice when Davar 
was away at enevn in 1633. UnderSecrotary at the Minisry of Justico 1034 
Represented Versia at the International Law Conference held in Berlin in 1939. 
Minister of Justice 1996. Member of the mission to Egypt for the Crown Prince's 
marriage, February-April 1939. Prime Minister, 10939, 

‘Tho Shah mado him resign in June 1940, and his conduct of the various 
nogotintions which had taken place while he was Prime Minister gave rise to a 
strong suspicion that he was favouring the Germans, In fact, in the speech 
which be made to journalists and Majlis Deputies shortly after Matin-Daftary’s 
disniseal, Reza Shah accused him of not reporting fully to the Shah. However, 
i is dificnlt to boieve his, and the reports tat he counived at and failed to 
report certain German propaganda and fifth-column activities are dificult to 
believe; the Shak being ani absolute autocrat, receiving detailed reports from 
‘numerous sources, it seems unlikely that any Prime Minister would risk the royal 
‘wrath by suppressing anything. He himself aays it was the Shah who ordered 
him to favour the Germans. Retired into seclusion in June 1940 unti) two, years 
later. In 1943 was evidently hoping to re-enter the political arena. Arrested as 
8 spect June 1048 

ipeaks French and German, and a little English; he has travelled in England. 
A_yery hard-working and conscientious official, ‘always. very helpful when 
‘approached. A speaker, with a thoroogh knowledge of local legal 
administration, taken a leading part in the Persian Leagne of Nations 
Union, being sceretary of that organisation. 

132. Miftah, Abdul Hussein —Son of the lato Sir Daoud Miftah, K.CM.G, 

‘Was attaché to his father when Minister in London in 1925,’ Passport 
Officer, Quetta, 1931-35, daring which time he officiated as Consul-General, Delhi, 
in the’ absence of the incumbent, ‘Then employed in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. A member of the snite attending on the Earl of Athlone and Her Royal 
Highness Princes Alice during the Crown Prince's wedding celebrations April 

Married an Englishwoman, who was killed in the Quetta earthquake of 1995; 
he then married his deceased wife's sister, who is a bit of a social climber. 

Consul at Stamboul 1940, 

Slightly loud and self-confident, and does not appear to have inherited his 
father's well-bred manner. Speaks English and Bren 


183. Mirat (Merat), Fsmail—Born in 1892 in Tehran. Son of a prominent 
politician, Mir‘at-al-Mamalik. hhis career in the Ministry of Interior. 
Governor-General, Kerman, November 1987. Acting Minister of Education, 
August 1938 Confirmed as Minister 1939. 

Minister of Pablic Health, September 1941, and resigned two months later, 
having incurred displeasure by converting at old shrine ito a footallfeld and 
‘encouraging mixed bathing 

‘Spent several years in France, and speaks French. Not a very forceful 
personality. 

134. Misbah-Fatemy, Ali Naghi—Born about 1898. Related to Tmad-es- 
Seltanch (Mehdi Fatemy) of the well-known Isfahan family, though not. related 
(be rays) to Seifpur Fatemy and bis brothers. Tas had i career under the 

Ministry of the Interior, in various posts and inspection duties. Vice-Governor 
of Isfahan 1925, where he fell out with the Governor, Nasar-uil-Mnlk, who accused 



















































































him of taking bribes, Governor-General of Kinizistan in 1940 and again in 1943, 

he did well in asserting Government authority over hoarders and 

He also intervened (6 great effect in the elections, being successful 

the Government candidate elected for Dasbt-i-Mishan, but putting in 

{ friend of his, Niqab in defiance of the Government's wishes 

Speaks Englieh and Fre seems to get on well with the authorities 

of the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company; but a man who should not be trusted too far. 
Vory voluble and plausible. 


135. Mu'adait (Moudel), Luft Ali—Born at Shiraz, 1902. Pdueated at 
Tehran, A landowner in Fars and considered a specialist in agriculture. 1920-33 
head of the municipality at Shiraz. 193443 Depaty of the Majlis for Jahrum, 
‘and candidate for Shiraz in the elections for the 14th Majlis, 1944 
‘An activo and intriguing little man, who was of great use to Sobeily in 
many ways; he did woll as rapporteur of the Finance Commission in piloting the 
bill throngh the Chamber at the end of the 13th  Majli 
Mlk, however, considers him a venal and untrustworthy politician. 


190, Muasid, (eased), Mov'ud: (Massoud) —Barn about 1690. | Educated 
in the School of Political Science at Tehitan. Entered the Service of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, and served in certain Russian posts, also Trebizond. A 
personal Friend of Bagher Kazemy, who, when, Minister for Foreign Airs in 
034, appointed Moazed head of the second political section of the Ministry which 
deals with Russia. Consul-General at Herat in 1937. Head of the Consular 
Department of the Ministry for Foreign Affaire, November 1937, Counsellor, 
Angora, November 1938, 

‘Speaks Rassian aud French, 

Returned to Ministry for Foreign Affaire about 1940 and in 1941 became the 
head of the Consular and Passport Department, 

Persian Government representative at Beirut, January 1944, with the rauk 
of Minister Plenipotentiary. 

‘A somewhat deied-up individual; not a striking personality, 


187, Mubaesir (Mobasser), Amrullah—Born about 1904. Younger brother 
of Mehdi Mubassir, who was for years an interpreter in the Imperial Bank of 
Porsia. Studied law in England, was called, to the Bar and at one time p 

to practiso from chambers in Chancery Lane. Retitrned to Persia about 1998, 
‘and saeved in the Ministry of Justice. | 1942 was President of the Court of First 
Tnstance in Tehran, Lent by the Ministry to assist in the interrogation of the 
‘runpects sent to Sultanabad under suspicion of pro-German activities. He was 
thus placed in a difficult position and did not please us. 


138, Mudabbie Nowy, Kasim _(Hudabbir-ux Sltaneh)—Born 104, in 
Shiraz, In 1912 entered Government service and till 1927 was employed in 
Government offices in Fars, reaching the rank of Assistant Governor. Tn 1035 
Govornor of Yezd; in 1987 of Ardebil; in 1938 of Luristan; and in 1941 of 
Mazanderan, where he had to cope with the invading Russians in August and 
Septembor of that year. In May 1943 appointed Governor of Isfahan, and was 
useful and co-operative in collecting grain, &c. 

‘A talkative man, full of bright ideas and a great sense of bis own importance. 


139, Muhsini, Dr, Ahmad (‘Imad-ul-Mulk)—Born about 1885 Native of 
Khorassan, Came to Tehran in his youth and studied medicine. 

Went to England before the 1914 war, where he made the acquaintance of 
Professor Browne, who helped him in many ways. Studied medicine in England, 
but failed to qualify as a doctor. Lost interest in medicine and then studied 


Peng ed to Persia aboat 1918. 

‘Employed under the Ministry of Education and made head of the department 
of the Ministry of Education in Azerbaijan, where he was at the time of the 
fx-Shab’s visit in 1032, On the resignation or dismissal of Mirza Yahya Khan 
Gharagozlow from the past of Minister of Education in June 1993, Dr. Mubsini 
became noting Minister of Education, 

In thi: he was not a success, being old-fashioned and conservative in his 
methods, Cabinet resigned in September 1938; and Dr. Mubsini was 
relegated to the comparatively unimy nt post of Governor of Kermanshah in 
the following November. Relieved of his duties at Kermanshah July 1935, since 
‘when he has been in retirement at Tehran, 

Dr. Mubsini is rather a wind-bag with a great sense of his own importance. 
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Married to a daughter of Mirza Suleiman Khan Meykedch, and therefore 
has many connexions with the Germans; nevertheless always makes a parade of 
his pro-British feelings. He made a good deal of money when in England by 
teaching and translating, and he evidently looks back with pleasure on his stay 
there. Speaks English. 

10. Muini (Moiny), Sarlashkar Ahmed—Dorn. about 1899, A. Seyyid, 
whose family originally came from Resht, his father being a Tehran merchant 
First came to Ahwaz in charge of a detachment in 1925. " Helped to arrest the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah, and after the Iatter’s downfall went with troops to 
‘Shush and covered the sheikh’s removal to Tehran, ‘Then sorved under the 
Sipahbud in Luristan; and then in Kuhgilu, Returned to Ahwaz in December 
1930 as General Officer Commanding the Khuzistan Brigade; promoted to 
Brigndier-General (Sartip) in 1983, and Major-General (Sarlashkar) in 1938, 
An energetic and forvefal personality, who since 1990 has taken a very prominent 
part in the affairs of Khuzistan, and has been the leading and most sofluential 
Dereonality of Ahwaz. 

He is extremely hardworking in training his troops and in the administration 
of his charge. He has seen a good deal of actual fighting in Persia and is proud 
of a ballet-wound through his ear. Very popular with officers and men who serve 
under him, At Ahwaz has a finger in every pie, civilian or military. Said to be a 
fayourite of Reza Shab. An inspecting commission endeavoured to bring forth 
some scandals concerning his command in 1938, but he managed to got movt of 
its findings quashed. Transferred to Rezaieh as gevoral officer commanding, 

I 


and retarned to Persia shortly before the 1930 war 
Retired with his troops when the Russians attacked in August 141; eventually 
captured by the Russians but escaped. from them at Banch. General Off 
Commanding, Isfahan, October 1941, but relieved of his command in. the 
following month; since then unemployed. 
White-haired, he looks much more than his age. 


14, Mukhtar, Ruke-ud-Din—Born about 1893, Son of the late Mukhtar: 
usSaltaneh, a former Governor of Tehran. A police officer. Chief of Police 
at Kermanshah in 1927, and for a time acting Governor and in charge of the 
fauoiipality of that town. Depaty chet of the central police, Tehran, under 
Airom, and succeeded him as chief of police in 1985, with the police rank of 


‘arpa Genera) 
nthe fall of Reza Shah in September 1941 he retired to Kerman, aud then 
to Kermanshah, but was summoned to Tehran anid tried on charges of compansing, 
the death of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, Mudarris, Nueeat-ed-Douloh and others, 
Tho trial attracted a great deal of attention. and Mukhtar was: ¢ 
seatenced to eight years! imprisonment, though he recy natoraly argu 
d 


own defence that whatever be had done had been under the di 

Reza Shah. He was, no doubt, an efficient and very obedient Chief of Police, 
‘and the popular indignation which was vented apon him was almost ontirely an 
expression of the pent-up feclings of resentment: against the oppression of 
Reza Shab. 

142. Mukri, Murteza—Born about 1882. A military officer. During the 
1914-18 war was engaged on intelligence duties on the Russian frontier. 
Governor-General, Khorassan 1924-27. Subsequently Frontier Commissar on the 
‘eastern frontier. ‘Acting Governor, Zabul, from the 1st July, 1934, and military 
commandant, Governor, Zabul, but no longer military commandant, 1035-37. 
‘Acting Governor-General of Mukran July 1937, and confirmed as Governor- 
General Decemter 1937. Rank; Colonel (1938). 

Governor of Tam, (Fuaht-i-Kuh). 1942-3, in which post he distinguished 
himself among a crowd of corrupt and inefficient Governors, by his sound and 
just administration of a turbulent tribal area 

Intelligent, and a keen patriot. Well disposed, and has a reputation for 
honesty. 

143. Mugaddam (Moghaddam), Muhammad Ali—Born about 1889. 

réhran. Has beld various posts under the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, for the most part in Russia. “Director of Archives in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs for a time, 1930-31 ‘‘ chef de cabinet” to the Minister. “Sent 
to the Hejax and Saudi Arabia as Minister at the end of 1993. Loft Jedda 
for Beirat May 1935, and appointed Minister to the Balkan States just after, 
residing at Bucharest, Accredited also to Czechoslovakia, January 1938. 




























































































Director-General, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, January 1959. Accompanied the 
Grown Prince to Egypt, February to April 1999. ~* Chef dit Protocole "" of the 
Court, August 1989, Minister in Lon 

Relieved of his functions by Taghi-Zadeh, October 1941, but stayed in 
Scotland for some time before venturing home. Back in Tehran, unemployed and 
disappointed, early in 1943. Appointed to Cairo to deal with Saudi-Arabian 
affairs, residing at Cairo, December. 1943. 

‘Speaks Russian, French and a little F 
Has developed into a long-winded and fe 


144, Mugaddam (Moghaddam), Hassan, General (Sarlashkar)—Born about 
1800. Commanded at Sauj Bulagh in 1929, "General Officer Commanding North- 
‘West Division, December 1929. General Officer Commanding Kurdistan Division 
at Senneh 1936. When in Kurdistan had a reputation for efficiency and energy. 
Was the undisputed ruler of the province of Kurdistan from 1938 to 1941 
General Officer in command of the troops in the West when the Russo-British 
invasion tok plae in 194, and after banding over to the jain forces retired 
to Tehran. 

Being an old friend of Reza Shah he was retained in the army and in June 
1942 was made Governor-General of Azerbaijan, on account of his local knowled; 
and allege ability to get on with the Rumians.| However, being himself ln 
fownor in the district he became involved in all sorts of chicanery concerning his 
wheat, sind failed to produce the much-needed grain for Tehran, He was also 
accused of giving in to the Russians about the election candidates and other 
tnatlers, and was stimmoned to Tehran in May and finally dismissed in. August 
1043; he appears to have resisted for some time the order to report to Tehran 
instead of oboying be retired to his estates near Karagheb, 

‘Muquddat gives the impreasion of being a clover though entious old sae, 
unable to resist the temptation to make money whenever possible. His daughter 
in married to Reza Qawam, son of Qawam-ul-Mulk 

145. Musaddig, Dr. Muhammad  (Musaddig-us-Saltaneh)—Born about 
1885; a nephew of Farman Parma. Has studied Inw in Paris to a certain 
extent and poees as a jurist. Appointed Governor-General of Fara in 1920. 
Appointed Ministor of Finance in June 1921, and sought and obtained authori 
from Parliament to purge and reform that Ministry. However, during is 
montha’ teouro of that portfolio be destroyed indiscriminately the good with the 
bad, and at the end the organisation was worse than before, as he proved himeel! 
entirely incapable of making reforms. Appointed Governor-General of 
‘Azerbaijan in 1922, and in 1923 became Minister for Foreign Affairs for a period 
of four months. Elected asa Deputy to tho fourth, fifth, and sixth terms of the 
Majlis from Tehran. Owing to his opposition to the Government in the sixth 
term, stops wore taken to provent him from being elected to later terms of the 
Majlia “He iva demagague and a windbag 

Imprisoned and otherwise ill-treated by Reza Shah, be spent the last few 
yours of Reza's reign in-a village near Tehran. Headed the poll in the Tehran 
lections in 164. "Tried unsuccessfully to unseat Sayid Zia. Speaks French 
fuently. 


MU. Mushar, Haven (Aushar-ul Mul8) Born about 1874. Started hie 
carcor in the Ministry of Finance and rose to be an accountant. Appointed 
Minister of Finunce in 1916, and again in 1918 in the Cabinet of Mirza 
Hassan Khan Vossuq, subsequently exchanging that post for that of Minister 
yithout portfolio until June 1020. Appointed Minister of Court by Seyyid 
Ziwed-Din- in, 1921, Elected a Depaty to the fourth term of the Ma 
in 1921, but, being suspected of plotting against Reza Khan Pahlavi, thon 
Minister of War, ho was obliged to resign and go to Europe. He returned to 
Persin in 1924, his innocence having meanwhile been established. Appointed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in August 1924 and resigned in December 1925. 
Appointed Minister of Finance in November 1929, but resigned in April 1990, 
having found that the interference of the Minister of Conrt in financial 
administration rendered his position untenable, 

‘Ho is a man of common sense and intelligence. As Minister for Forel 
‘AGiairs, he showed himself very friendly to His Majesty's Legation, and used his 
best. endeavours for the settlement of outstanding questions. He is not popular 
with many of his compatriots in high places owing to his straightforward 
character and outspokenness. 

Tn 1981 be was appointed steward of the Royal estates in Mazanderan, a 
post which appears to have occupied all his energies till 1995. Being unwilling 
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to hand over the whole of his properties to the Shah he then fell from power and 
at the end of the year he was said to be under close surveillance in his house. 

‘Went to France 1940 and in 1943 was said to be in Switzerland. Speaks no 
foreign language, 


147. Mutamidi (Motamedy), Ali—Born about 1897. Entered the service of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs about 1919. Served abroad as secretary at 
various posts; Chargé d'Affaires at Rome in 1989. Head of the Third Political 
Department of the Ministry (which dealt with British affairs) in 1984 and 
1995, Transferred to direct the First Political Department, June 1938. Hard 
working and intelligent; a good type of the younger school, who showed himself 
reasonable and conscientious in dealing with our affairs in the Ministry. Head 
of the Department of Registration of Land and Documents under the Ministry 
of Justice, March 1933, 


February 
and 1948, 


143. Muwaggar (Movagher), Jalal—Started life as a_ priest's servant in 
Bushire. During the war ‘associated with the ate Hussein Mawaqgar, 
‘and was in partnership with him in Basra. Having made a lot of money, he came 
to Khorramsbahr, married Muwaggar's daughter and adopted his father. i-law's 
family name. Since then he bas mado himself the foremost merchant of 
Khorramshahr, being greatly helped through baving obtained a hold over Ghulam 
Ali Bayendor, ‘naval cémmandant from 1022, Ghulam Hussein Bayendor, port 
officer from 1996, and other naval officers. He is the principal partner in several 
Jocal trading companies, inclading the Electric Light, Water and Tce Compazy 
in return for various subsidies, he obtained in 1987 the monopoly of the eargo 
landing company; aud he then presed for a monopoly of the river transport on 
the Karun between Ktorramshahr and Ahwaz. His brother-in-law, Majid 
Muwaggar, who was a Deputy of the 13th Majlis and owns the newspaper 
Mehr-i-Lrom, was blacklisted by us in 1943 for apti-British articles. 

Capable of generosity, for he has built a hospital in Khorramshahr. An 
astute business man and a great intriguer. 

149, Musaffari, Hussein Qui (Prince Nurrat-ut-Salianeh), G.C.V.0.— 
Born 1894. Fifth and a favourite eon of Muza(far-ud-Din Shab Qajar, by whom 
bho was taken to Europe on that Shah's last tour in 1905, Tis mother was not of 
the Imperial family. Educated for a time in Vioana, Ou return to Persia he 
was a classmate of his nephew, the late Ahmad Shah, whose companion he was, 
and who hnd a greater affection for him than for his other relations. 

Appointed Governor-General of Fars in 1916, but only got as far as Abadau 
whence he was recalled. Governor-General of Kerman in the same year, until 
February 1918. Accompanied Ahmad Shab to London in 1920, and was the guest 
of His Majesty Kin V at Buckingham Palace, Appointed Governor. 
General of Fars in March 1021, Resigned in the troublous times following on th 
disandment of the South Persia Rifles in October 1922. Since then he has been in 

irement, living for the most part at Tehran, and taking an active interest in the 
of his estates in the Veramin district. Married to the daughter of 
nd has two sons (Melidi Quli Mirza and Muin-ud 


he evidently attached great importance 
ly very charming and 

in French literature. “Has always been 

i ‘mewn jesty's Legation, to whom he has con- 
et shown hospitality, even when it would appear against his interests to 


the Qajar famil taal tut faralty Regen tothe Toten 
e Qajar family, a press campaign agaii i mn in the Tehran 
press: and Nosral-nsSaltanch, ns tbe Principal Qajar in Tehean, wrote a letter 
to tho press stating that the namerous members of that family, who resided in 
Persia, were completely satisfied with the Pahlavi régime. 

___ After the fall of Reza Shah Nusrat-ns-Saltench has come back to the lime- 
light and hopes, hitherto in vain, for a suitable job which would enable him to 
re-establish the family fortunes. 





































































































‘monthis in Seyyid Zit 
in Traq 1981-32. Appoi 
Company, 1935. Minister at Brussels, August 1937. Recalled August, 1038. 

‘A corpuleot litle man, speaking French, Russian and Eng ish. Was well 
iu with Teymourtache, but survived the Intter’s fall. Suspected of maki 
irregular use of customs privilege while employed abroad. Quite a Wrell- disposed 
person, though not exceedingly intelligent, 

Head of the Caspian Fisheries Board again 1940. A difficult post which he 
scoms to occupy with some success, as he knows Russian well and is often able to 
frusteate, by a little diplomacy, the Russian plans to gain complete control of 
that undertaking. 


ABI. Najisy (Nafcy), Abol-Ghasiem—Born about 1907; son of Dr. Monddeb 
Nafioy. Educated in Patis and London; spent some mouths at the Great Ormond 

reve Hospital and became a speoialist in children’s diseases. Has been 
practising in Tobran since aboot 1935, doing good work in organising maternity 
Clinics and wolfare work among the poor of Tehran. A good type of young 
Persian, Married to Tran, daughter of Qawam-ul-Mulk, 


1ia, Nahey (Nafey). Drs Ali Aughar (Muadebvad-Dovleh) (he vow calls 
himeolf Dr, Moadéb Naficy)—Eldest. son of the late Dr. Nazim-ul-Atibba, who 
warn Court physician, Born in Tebran about 1875. Educated in ‘febran and 
later wont to Belgium and France to study medicine, Has a medical degree fron 
the Lyons Military Medical School. Returned to Persia in 1807 and set up 
yrivate practice, Went to the Paris School of Medicine in 1902 and studied there 
for auiothor two years, Practised again in Tehran 1904 and obtained an extensive 
clinnidle.. Elceted a municipal councillor in 1907. Head of the Health Depart 
ent in 1921, Special physician and instructor to the Crown Prince in 1027. 
‘Arcompanied the Prince to Europe for study in 1981; returned with him in 1930 
from Switzerland. Accompanied the Crown Prince t0 Egypt for his marriage 
Feruary-Aprit 1889, and took part in the mission to Egypt in June 1058 on i 
tetrothal, when he received the Order of Iemail from Ring Farouk. Resigned 
from his official position in the Court 1941, and now seems to have retired, though 
he in often seen at Gourt functions. A highly respectable old gentleman, 


188: Nopsi (ofey); Fathullah Born about 1008; related to Dr, Monitdch 
Naficy. Educated in Birmingham, where he graduated in Petroleum Technology 
‘nt the University. Served for rome years with the Anglo-Tranian Olt Company, 
‘and thon joined the Ministry of Finance. Was at one time assistant director 
Of the Mines Departinent but left it dissatisfied with its inefficiency; retains hie 
interest in Ube subject. In 162 Director of the Concessions, Petroleum and 
Mines “eyenbe: Department. Placed on unemployed ist hy Bagir Kix 
‘August 12, 
Hus a good reputation and is intelligent and hard-working. 


1M. Nafisi (Nofiry), Husean (Musharaf-ul-Doulek) (sometitnes known as 
Dr. Mocharaf Nafey)—Third son of the late Dr. Nazem-ul-Atibba. Born in 
‘Tehran 1896. Educated in Persia and went to France in 1909, where he 

rraduated from the Lyeée Henri IV. Returned to Persia in 1914 and joined 
the Ministry of Finance. On the staff of that Ministry (ill 1921, whem he was 
appointed Director of the Inspection Department of the Tehran Municipality 
‘Left for France in 1922, where he studied law for two years. Obtained the 


degree odio of law from: the University of Parks and the diplans of the 
chool of Political Sciences. Returned to the Ministry of Finance for two years 


in 1925. Assistant to the procurear général of the Court of Appeal in 1927, 
‘and in 1928 president of the Tribanal of Commerce. Joined the staff of the 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company as legal adviser in 1928 " Visited Londen 1929, 
Lol the company's service in 1990, and set up private practice ae an advocate 
in 1930; but remained the company’s Inwyer. Hs one of the best legal practices 
in Tebran. Visited London again in 1933 and 1985, 
Minister of Finance in Feroughi's Cabinet 1941, and did good work in the 
dificuit task of reconstructing the country's finances in a new basis. Resi 
‘with that Cabinet early in 1942 and bas not since been employed He now 
contributes articles on financial subjects to newspapers, and was the author of 
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‘a brochure on inflation and how to combat it, Not popular with the ordinary run 
of Persians because he despises flattery and circomlocations, 

Married the daughter of Amin-ed-Douleh in 1931. Speaks English and 
French. A very sensible man, with a sound knowledge of local and French law; 
has been very helpful on many occasions to this Legation on legal points. 


135. Nofisi (Najicy). Said.—Second son of the late Dr. Nazem-ul-Atibba. 
Yorn in Tehran 1893, Edvcated in Persia and later in France. Returned to 
Persia in 1911, and was employed in the Ministry of the Interior. Transferred 
{o the Ministry of Public Works in 1916, where he held different, posts till 1927. 
Since then has been professor of the Persian language and literature in various 
Scliools.. Has also dene a good deal of journalism for the Zitila’at, the Journal 
de Téhéran and other vewspapers. Has also been active in promoting the first 
Persian cinema film.’ Tas a great reputation as a prow writer Author of 
life of the poet Rudaki, and of a Freuch-Persian dictionary. Published some 
Violently anti-British articles in the local press when the D'Arcy Concession was 
Cancelled. Has a certain knowledge of the Pahlavi language. A member of the 
Tranian Academy (Farhangistan). 

Regarded asa profound scholar: bt of unpleasant appearance; not» lovable 
personality. 

156, Najm, Abul-Qasim (A bolghassem)—Born in Tehran 1803, Son of the 
late Najm-ul-Mulk, a noted astronomer. 

Educated at the School for Political Science at Tehran. Entered the service 
of tho Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1011, Chief accountant at the Ministry 
1920-24, and again from 1920-28. Transferred to the Ministry of Finance, and 
Appointed Director-General there in 1080, ‘aver Secretary 10 that Minsty in 
1048. Tn Novewber of that year appointed Minister to Germany, Tra 

Minister in Tokyo early 1940; recalled on rupture of relations 1942. Sajd to 
havo expressed admiration for Japanose methods, Ambassador at Kabul 
Tellin und hard warkiog olla wh fe 

polite an working official, whose appointment to a foreign post 
cnonod Boneral surpric, as he dose not shine at foreign languages and had Bd 
bho experience of life abroad. When be waa serving in the Ministry for Forwign 
Affairs this Lagation regarded him a# a blockhead. 
rong: Nati, Mvkammod—Baorn aboot 1902, Faucated in, Peri; epee 
Frond 

‘Secretary of the Persian Legation in Brussels from 1928 for some years, and 
then remained in Belgium teaching Persian. Also studied law, and eventually 
returved to Persia to join the National Bank as head of its legal department, 
Later transferred to the Ministry of Finance as private secretary to the 
Minister (General Amirkhosrovi). 1941 became president of the Exchange 
Comsnission, -At the end of 1943 private secretary to the Prime Minister (Sobeily) 
Has visited England, and his thesis for his doctorate was a dissertation on 
Le Putrole en Iran, largely culled from the Anglo-Lranian Oil Company. 

Tateligent and wolltispowed towards us. Brother of Dr. Hosein Quis 
(Godse) (No. 184), Brother-in-law of Najm (No, 156). 

Has rank of Director-General, In antumn 1943 helped to organise 
Government Employees’ and ‘Tenants’ Association, "18th in the 14th Majlis 
cloctions for Tehran's twelve seats 


158. NakAcheran, Muhammad (Amir Mwwassag)—Born at Tehran about 
1882. His father was an officer in the Cossack Brig: Educated tly in the 
Russian Military School at Tiflis. On his return to Persia be joined the Cossnok 
Brigade. Director of the Military Academy at Tehran in 1922, as a reward for 
loyalty to Reza Shah; be had previously been engaged in the Sighting in Gilan 
with the Bolsheviks and Kuchik Khan. “In 1928 appointed Acting Chief of the 
General Staff. rt g Minister of War in August 1934; attained the rank of 
roa Lashkar in 1% Relieved of his functions as Acting Minister in April 
An exceedingly stupid, fat man, who appears to owe his high appoit 
toa habit of aoe Gat codes with bolcceennen; soerea add ia or 
his own, he never went far wrong, and finally fell simply from the fact that his 
a vidity Rig on his royal master’s nerves. Head of the Persian Staff 
“ollege, 1042 
‘Speaks Russian, French and a little English. 


159. Nokkeheean, Ahmod—Born at Tehran about 1593. The son of an 
emigrant from Nakhchevan, in the Caucasus. Educated in Persia and France. 
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Entered the Cossack Division School in 1910. 
1013: From 1913 to 1920 served in 
Kazvin in, 1020 he became a supporter 

coup d’Btat, In 1922 sent to France 
returning to Persia in 1926 he flew all 

of the Air Force in 1927 


160. Nasr (Nassre), Seyyid Até—Born Tehran abont 1890, of a well-known 
family of Seyyids, one of whom was assassinated while serving in the Finance 
Ministry in 1924. \ Government servant whose career bas heen mostly in the 
partment. under which he has served in Khuzistan and on various 
mpsction die.” Ministry ofthe Interior as Assistant, 1943, and was in charge 
of the Ministry on the departure yyon in December ” 
Minister to China Tahaaty 1g, en a. Deseo 1963..Appointed 
ne of the moving spirits in the Persian repertory theatre at Tebran; in his 
Youth he was an_actor, and haw translated and adapted for the Pestng ace 
‘4 number of forvign plays, including those of Molihre, Speaks French 


Mie Nawbakht, Hatibullah,-—Doew Shirax about 1806, ‘ 
at Shiras and ran a sourilous paper there 1990. Than etee conse amend 
nployed in, various. posts under the Minintry of Hageation. Pobiice 
loquont aud extravagant panegyric of Reta Shah and: was dlected for Faas 
in-ths thirteenth Majlis. Opponed the Tripartite Treaty in the Mai fetes 
nd 1943, with a great parndo of ulera-Nociee i fore 
sautimentay having boon. struck alightly by another Deputy in a brawl hero 
nto the Majlis the next day with a very large white laadage Sony He a 
{0 make a all more vituporative sperch. Erienfly with, Atsl-Quetm taped 
Andy contact with Garman gents in 1943, and fed Yo his frien the Quen 
fel to avoid aspect, August 193. A worthless little demapogoe 
IO. Nikpey, Abmad (AMufakham-ul-Mulh 8 
educatod at tho Church Mises Sooioty Selo Pr I gers P| 
40,1908 and served at Tafahan, Shitax and Buahire. Depaty- Gowen eee 
1915, and again from 1916 to 1917. “Head of the Finance Department at Lafahay 
1019-20, whon ho is said to have embezzled lange sume of toner Aneta 
Soyyid Zin's Government; and fled to Europe, “Returned to Persia tae ie 
Glau the Government part of the sum embers hy him at Teale 
Governor of the Gulf Ports 1986" Governor of Kurdistan 1020," Goverten of 
Speaks English and French. A vory pl % 
ves one. genral it tan, thought highly of hime Nett Colonel Haig, 
as two sone: (1) Asisullgh (B'ese-ed Doston) Nok ove 
of Kermanshah 10-41; member of the directing bowed of ore ore eee 
factories: married a sister of Sarem-ud-Douleh* speaks English at feos! 
clover and charming; did well at Kermanshah.” (2) Manuchihe Nikoot poe: 
about 1808; served in'the Customs and various posts in the Mingtrs CP Ff 
1943 head of the Tobacco Monopoly. Speaks English ent Feet a 


2. Nigabut, Zia-ud-Din—Born abow ca 
whee et ie Dorm aot 101, Eds in the wth of 
time represented the heirs of Deputy in tke 


163, Nurzad, Ghulam Reza—Born in’ Tehran about, 1880. Educated in 
Tehran. Entered the service of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1905 and held 
different posts in various consulates in Russia. First secretary of the Embassy 
at Moscow in 1922 Counsellor there in 1924, and later Chargé d’Affaires, 
Chief of a section at the Ministry 1929, Consul-general at Delhi 1033, Head of 
the Consular Department, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, November. 1038 

Speaks French and Hussian, ‘as well as a certain amount of English, A 
Father long-winded person, but quite harmless : 

(Consul General at Stamboal. May 1041, Recalled July 1949 and appointed 
head of the International Relations Department. in the Ministry for Foreign 
Afftirs, November 1943. Transferred to the Court 1944. 


164. Oeciri (Ocainy), Ali Muhammad.—Born in Tehran 1854 Educated at 
the School of Political Science at Tehran. Entered the service of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affaire in 1908." Vicecousal at Bain 1904.” Kargurar at Darojee 
1905. Deputy Kanguzar at Tabriz 1906, Governor of Enzeli (now Pablevi) 
100%. Passport Officer at Constantinople 1909-14. In the Ministry of Public 
Works 1918. Served in this Ministry in various posts until 1931, when he was 
Appointed Governor of Yerd. Governor of Khuzistan 1993-85. "Appointed as 
commercial representative in the East (India, China and Japan), with head- 

warters at Bombay, March 1936, Still employed in Tehran 1943, in Ministry of 
Remnmeroe and Tndosiry, na Under Secretary of Slate. 7 

Speaks French flucitly, and is a pleasant conversationalist. Married to a 
Furopean lady. Has great’ ideas on commerce and development schemes. Not 
popular with his colleagues. 


165. Pahlavi, Reza, ex-Shah—Abdicated Sopteriber 1941, and was taken 
first to Mauritius and then to South At As there appears little likelihood 
that he could ever return to Persia after his record of oppression and misrulo, 
fand at the age of over 70, all that is necessary to record is that he remains hale 
and hearty in his exile in Johannesburg. His s0n, the present ruler, retain 
warm filial regard for his father and pays him the compliment of imitating him 
‘as muuch as possible; he also initiates propaganda in favour of Reza, but it is not 
taken seriously. 


106. Pahlari, Shah Muhammad Reza.—Tho eldest son of Reza Shah by the 
daughter of Teymour Khan; this lidy was the ex-Shah’s chief consort and was 
known as the '* Malikeh.”” s 

Born on the 26th October, 1919, and proclaimed Vali-ahd, or heir-apparent, 
on the Ist January, 1926. Educated in Tehran under tutors at first, and then in 
Switzerland at La Rosey, under the direction of Dr. Moadeb Naficy.. Returned 
fo Persia in the spring of 1936, Extremely keen on football and other sports, 
Spenks excellent French and good English, 

Betrothed in June 1995, and married Princess Fowzieh, sister of 
King Farouk of Egypt, at Cairo on the 15th March, 1939. The marringe was 
Preceded by a very pompous journey through Iraq, Syria and Egypt. The 
Principal wedding’ festivities took place in Tehran in April, on, the couple's 
arrival, and were attended by delegations from many countries, including the 
Earl of Athlone and Her Royal Highness Princess Alice, the Duke of Spoleto 
‘and General Weygand, The only offspring s0 far is one daughter, Shahnaz, born 
in 1940. 

‘The Shah succeeded to the throne, on the abdication of 
September 1941. He has fulfilled the duties of his office with di 
‘charm, though it is as yot too early to say whether he will be able to establish the 
Pablavi dynasty on a permanent basis m the face of the reaction against Reza 

was such a remarkable feature of what are now called the" events of 

He speaks well and makes a good impression on visitors. On the other 

hand he is determined to interpret literally the provision of the Constitution 

‘which says that the Shah is the commander of the armed forces, and has hitherto 

delegated little if any responsibility in army matters to the Minister for War. 

‘As yet he has no male heir and he has not yet declared any of his brothers to be 
the Vali-ahd ” or next in succession to the throne. 

His attitude in the riots of the 8th December, 1942, and in the re-shufle of 
Soheily’s Cabinet in December 1943, showed him to be on the one hand prone 
{to listen to the advice of worthless subordinates, and on the other hand deter- 
mined to emulate his father and (in the reported words of Stalin to him at the 
‘Tehran Conference of November-December 1943) ‘‘be a King in fact as well as 
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in name.’ His admiration for his father, and the infuence of his bitt 

British mother, must toth tend to make him telieve the theory which his mother 
instils into him, that the British expelled Reza Shah, whereas in actual fact the 
latter abdicated at the advance of Russian troops on Tehran. 


167. Paklaci Royal Family —The following are reenguised members of the 
ilavi Royal Family ;— 


‘Sons— 


Daughtore— 
(i) Shahdukht (Princess) Shams-ul-Muluk, born the 18th October, 1917 
iy qMlteried Foridun, son of Mahmoud Jin, 1987. Has a dadghter 
(ii) Shabdukht Ashraf-ul-Maluk, born the 2th October, 1919. Married 
Ali Qawam, son of Quwom-ul-Mulk, 1937, but’ a. divorce took 
place early in 1942, with the Shah's approval, Princess Ashraf 
has a son, Shah-Rat, whi is at present the ouly male grandchild 
of tho ex-Shah, Reza, Married 144 the son of an’ Egyptian 
Pasha. 
(iil) Fatima Khanom, born the 30th Ootober, 1920, Does not appear to 
be recognised as a princess. 


Of thowo (ii); (iv), (¥) and (vi) of the sons, and (il) of the daughters, aro the 
offspring of the ex-Shah’s second consort, Ixnat (Kamat) Pahlavi; the rest. are 
offspring of the presont Shah's mother, except (i), whose mother, lang. aro 
divorced, in Turan, daughter of the late Raji Majd-ud-Douleh, K.C MG. 


163. Puk-Nasar, Jaafar (thtisham-ut-Visareh),—Born about 1888, An 
cmployee of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. In charge of the ssction dealing 
with cyphers for many yours. Has also been in charge of the passport section 
Consul General at Tiffiy 194, Rettirned to Tohran 1936. Head of the Minister's 
Office at tho Ministry for Foreign Affairs 1937 nntil 1938 

Counsellor in Kabul 1941 

Speake a little Preach, Always very friendly, but 
the ayphors of the Ministry have blanted 


1609 Pakravan, Fathullah (A. rfa')—-Born about 1885, _ First 
bocaine Known as a member of the second Majlis, where it appears that be 
wa the laughing-stock of his colleagues. In 1910 he obtained the appointment 
of Persian consul-geueral in Constan le, although he had had no previous 
career in any Government Department. From Constantinople he went to Egypt 
3 consul-genoral, and later became Persian Minister thero until be returne? 
Tehran early in 1925, Tn 1925 he was appointed Director of the Russian and 
‘Turkish section in the Ministry for Foreign Afiairs. The Soviet Embassy 
sbjected to this appointment at first. on the score that Pakravan, having bees 
tuany years in Egypt, was probably a British agent. Finally, the Soviet Eiebessy 
Withdrew its objection, and Pakravan became persona grata with the Russians, 
so much that when Ansari became Minister for Foreign Affairs in July 1926 the 
Soviet Embassy asked that Pakravan be ‘Appointed Under-Secretary. He duly 
received this appointment, and was in charge of the Ministry during Ansari’ 
absenco in Moscow until he was appointed Persian Minister in Rome is Devember 

‘When ho assumed charge of the Foreign Ministry, the first impression he 
conveyed waa that of an agreeable and conscientious young man, but closer contact 
proved him to be a garrulous onentity. Teymoartache exercised a close 
supervition over matters relating to the Foreign Ministry, and it wes evidiee 
that Pakravan carried no weight, and was but © igureead ‘Teymourtache was 
#¢ no pains to hide the fact that he considered Pakravan merely an amiable fect 
Interviows with him were mere waste of time, and during the twenty months 
that he was in charge of the Ministry affairs remained at a standstill. Appoii 
Persian Ambassador to the USS.H. in February 1931. Ws 
Finland and Estonia as Minister in 1939. Has a Russian wi! Recalled from 
Moscow in February 1934, Appointed Governor-General of Khorassan November 


Y years of coping with 
tho edge of his intalligence. 
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1934. Order of the Humayun, 1st class, May 1937. On Khorasan he showed 
that, if backed by the Shah, he is prepared to ride roughabod over all opposition. 
‘After the fall of Reza Shab, was relieved by Ali Mansour in February 1943 
and was brought to Tehran under arrest on various charges of peculavion and 
irregular conduct while Governor-General of Khorasean; but munaged to. get 
out of prison on bail after a few months, At present living at Tehran. unem- 
Ployed; it is unlikely that the popular indigoation against the many arbitr 
acts which he bad to commit by order of the ex-Shah will soon permit his re 
‘employment, Nevertheless he was one of the very few Persian officials who stood 
his ground when the Russians invaded the Meshed district in August 1941, and 
ves credit for prewating a. good deal of destruction hy his firmness on 
that occasion. 
‘Speaks French fluently. 
170, Pirnacor, Hassan —Born in Tehran abont 1895. Educated in Tob. 
tered the service of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1020, Piret wcrotary 
iro 1925. Chargé d’AMiaires in Cairo 1090. Returned to Porsia in 1031 
Consul at Bombay 1032; Consul-General at Baku April. 1935, Hend of the 
Economie Section of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs from 104i, 
Speaks French and some English. Seems a conscientious official 


ATL. Pirnia, Hussein (Mutamin-ul-Mulk)—Born. about 1875, the second 
son of the late Mushir-ed-Dowich, Educated in France. After finishing 
hig studies bo returned to Persia in 1902, and became secretary to. hie 
father, who was then Minister for Foreign Asi. ooeived his frat Cabinet 
appointment in 1918 as Minister of Education. Was appointed: a Minister 
without Portfolio in 1920. He has generally. preferred a parliamentary to 
Ministerial career, and was elected to every teria of tho Majlis since its inception 
uuntil the seventh term. To that term aleo he was elected, but refused to take his 
seat, as he did not consider the elections to have been held freely, He wan chosen 
‘4s president for the whole terms of the third and fourth Parliamonta and for the 
eater part of tho fifth term and for half of the sixth term. and ho showed 
Eriol? fo bo fran and impartial 

Has not come back to politics since the fall of Reza Shab, thongh he is often 
mentioned in terms of extravagant praise ax the most honest man, if not. the 
only honest man, in Persia, He refused to form a Government of tho fall of the 
Qawam-es-Saltaneh Government in February 1043, in apito of the insistent 
Tequest of the Deputies; and similarly rofused to be head of the Commities of 
Supervision for the Tehran elections to the Majlis in 1943. [Elected for Tehran 
O44 fit refused to take his went 

172, Pureali (Pourecali), Abul-Qasim (Abolghassem)—Norn in Tehran 
‘about 1896. Educated in Toliran at the School of Political Sciences. Fetored tho 
service of the Ministry for Foreign Affnite in 1921, A judge in the Foreign 
Office Tribunal from 1022 to 1924. Second secretary at Brussels 1925-27, Firat 
woretary at Rome 1927-30. Transferred to the Department of Commerce in 
1981, and employed thero as chief of the Import Permits section, In 1033 chiet 
of the Passport and Nationality section of t Minisiry for Foreign Afairs.. tn 

i eal, Hamburg, 1988, Iead of 
a 


1994 appointed counsellor at Berlin. Consal-gen 
Personnel Department, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, April 1 

Head of the second section of the Ministry for Foreign Aflairs, which deals 
with Traq and Turkey, 1942 

‘Married to a German lady. 

Speaks French. A volable little man, who has a great idea of his own import- 
‘ance, and has never gone out of his way to give us any help. 


173. Qadimi (Ghadimi), Dr. Hussein —Born in Tehran 1805. The second son 
of the late Asadullah Ghadimi, Mushar-es-Saltaneh. Educated in. ‘France, and holds 
a doctor's fs, oo Attaché at Paris 1918-21. Married to a French lady. At the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 1922-23. Secretary at Berne and for the of 
Nations’ 1924-8. Chief of the League of Nations and Treaty, Seioe sh ae 
Ministry 1920-32 Chargé d’Affaires at Stockholm 1932. Counsellor at Berne 
1956, Director of the League of Nations Section of the Advises Department uf 
the Ministry, 1937, and of the League of Nations Department, when that section 
was raised to a department in September 1938. Minister at Berne. November 1941. 

Speaks perfect French. "A very efficient man at hie job 


174. Qujar, Abul Fath (Salar-ud-Douleh)—Born the Ist Noverwber, 1861, 
the third son of Muznffar-nd-Din Shab. Governor of Kermanshah, in’ 1507; 
(29086) 13 



















































































of Zinjan in 1809 and 1900, and of Arabistan from 1901 to 1904, where he married 
the daughter of a local chief. Fled from Tehran to Luristan in April 1904, 
but was brought back and appointed Governor of Kurdistan in 1905. 

Collected tribesmen from Luristan and rebelled against Muhammad. Ali 
Shah in June 1907. A fight occurred in that month between his followers and the 
‘Shah's troops outside Nihavend. | He was defeated and took refuge at the British 
consulate at Kermanshah, but was handed over to the Persian authorities under 
‘a promise of personal safety. ‘Thereafter he was placed under surveillance and 
was considered mentally deranged. Expelled to Europe after coup d'Btat of 
1908. 

Entered Persia again in May 1011 from the direction of Bagdad. In the 
following July he seized the capital of Kurdistan and advanced on Kermanshah. 
Having arrived there he collected a large force of Lurs, inelading the Kalhur 
tribe, ‘and marched on Tehran via Sultanabad, Bakhtiaris and Armenian 
irregulars were sent against him and inflicted a severe defeat on him near Nubaran 
in September 1911. He then retreated to Luristan and was again defeated in 
November 1911, : 

Having boon at large in Kermansbah and Kurdistan for some time, be 
suddouly appeared near Tehran and threatened, but did not actually attack, the 
capital. He then betook himself to Asterabad whence, with the assistance of 
Russian influence, he carried on negotiations with the Persian Government to be 
appointed Governor of Gilan, After some further adventures he was persuaded 
to leave Persia with w pension from the Persian Government and resided in 
‘Switzerland till 1918 

In that year he formed a project to onter Persia through Transcaspia and 
raise a rovolt in the Asterabad district, Fe was caught by a British detachment 
in about December 1918 before crossing the Persian frontier, and was sent vin 
Kazvin to Bagdad where he was interned tll the following aniumn, when ho was 
again allowed to return to Switzerland. 3 

He slipped over the Traq-Persian frontier in une 1028 somehow avoiding 
the Iraq police authorities. His presence caused considerable embarrassment 
to the new Pahlavi Government who roalised that Salar, however mad, was a 
possible rallying point for the forces of reaction, However, after fruitless 
ogotiations with various Kurdih chiefs, during which be contracted marriage 
with the daughters of some of them, he left Persia in the antumn of 1926.’ 
Persian Government from that date paid him a subsidy of 1,500 rials per month 
from secret funds up to September 1933. Salar was persuaded to settle down 
at Haifa after having given an ambiguous promise to behave himself. On the 
cessation of his subsidy in 1933 he was informed by British authorities that 
hhe was free to do what he liked. In. 1995 living at Alexandria, where be has 
employed lawyers to prose his claims against His Majesty's Government, 

‘Speaks French. Scatter-brained and under-sized 

Still reported to be at Alexandria 1943; has not attempted to return to Persia 
after Reza Shah's fall; but his two sons, who have been living in penury at 
‘Tehran for many years, are now trying to get hack some of the family properties. 


175, Qaraguslu, Ali Resa (Baha-ul-Mulk)—Born about 1880, Owns 
property at Hamadan, and is a cousin of the late Nasiv-ol Mull. ne ved in 
Europe for a number of vears and is a graduate of the School of Political Sciences 
of Paris. Elected to the fourth Majlis as member for Hamadan. Appointed 
Minister of Finance in 1923, though he had held no Government office before 
Resigned in. April 1923, as he found that he was controlled by Dr. Millspaugh. 
President of the Governinent Supervisory Board of the National Bank of "Persia 

Minister of Justice in Qawam-es-Saltanch’s Cabinet of August 1942: resigned 
in the following January without having accomplished anything valuable. An 
hhonest politician, but much too old to learn anything new or useful. Lives in 
‘Tehran; used frequently to visit Paris. A queer and eccentric man, with a 


reputation for honesty, 


170, Qaragusiy, Husstin Ati Second and younger son of the late Nasit-l 
Mulk, Regent ‘of Persin. Born in 1900. Educated at Harrow, and Balliol 
College, Oxford, Married the daughter of Teymourtache in 1931: and divorced 
‘her in 1985. Am attaché at the Legation in Loridon 1931. Tn the same capacity at 
Paris 1932. Returned to Tehran at the end of that year, and since employed 
in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. at first. in the ‘Treaty Department, 
and from the end of 1936 in the Protocol Department. Transferred to the 
‘Ministry of Interior at the end of 1937. 
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Resigned from Government service in 1998 and took to chicken farming. 
After the fall of Reza Shah was not employed in Government service until he 
became secretary to Dr, Millspaugh at the end of 1942; and in May 1043 was 
cuiplayed at Contt bia brother in lav, Ala, being Miniter of Court 

Charming but’ ineffective: his failure to fulfil his early promise bas been 
disappointment, 

‘Speaks perfect English and French. 

177. Nizam-Quraguelu; Hussein Quli (Amir Nisom)—Born in 1883, the 
eldest’ son of the late Amir Nizam. A. member of the Qaragozlu family of 
Hamedan and ¢\nophew of te late Regeut Nosiralalule’ Educated in 
England and Austria. Passed through the Military Academy at Vienna, and 
sorved with @ commission in an Austrian infantry tegiment fot three years. 
Inherited large estates from his father in the district of Hamadan, but owing 
to his absence in Europe from 1921 to 1920 these estates have been allowed to 
deteriorate. Was appointed Governor of Kermanshah by Vossug in 1919, where 
he was very popular on account of his honesty and integrity, Being a rich man 
he was imprisoned at the time of the Coup a Etat in 1921, and made to pay 
20,000 tomans as the price of his release. He was so disgusted at this unmerit 
treatment that he left Persia and vowed never to return, During his stay in 
Europe he lost heavily at Monte Carlo and Deauville. Teymourtache met him in 
Europe in 1928, and persuaded him to return to Persia, which he did in 1929. 
Appointed Grand Master of Ceremonies at the Court in March 1929. Sent to 
Europe on private business for the Shah in March 1930 and returned at the end 
of December, 

A reputation for honesty saved him from sharing his friend Teymourtache's 
fall. Grand Master of Court Ceremonies (Foreign) 1938, Dismissed owing to 
royal irritability daring the Crown Prince's wedding celebrations in April 1999, 
tant retired to is estate et. Kalnd.Hahang: Hear’ Hamadan, 

‘An extremely rae and likeable man, with more than a veneer of 
European culture. Ts the best type of educated Porsian, and is noted for his 
honesty and integrity. Speaks fluently French, German and English. 


178, Garaguslu, Muhsin —Eldest son of the late Nasir-ul-Mulk, Regent of 
Persia. Born about 1895. Spent about fourteen years in Europe with his late 
father, and received most of his education there. Elected a meinber of the 
seventh and eighth Majlis for Hamadan. Appointed Court Chamberlain when 
his brother-in-law, Ala, was Minister of Court at the end of 1942; accompanied 
tho Pahlavi Princesses on various visits to Cairo 

‘Well-disposed but lazy, Charming manners, but neither energetic nor useful. 
Speaks English and French, Unmarried. 


179. Quraguslu, Tagi—Born in Hamadan about 1801. The youngest 
brother of Ali Reza Qaragozin, Educated in France. Owns large propertics 
round Hamadan, Employed in the A.P.O.C. office at Paris 1923-20. Kntored 
the service of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1929 and sent to Romo as 
weoretary. Returned two years later. Deputy Master of Ceremonies at the 
Court in 1934. 

Speaks French and English, A handsome man with charming manners; 
pleasant, but ineffective, 

180. Qashgai, Ali (Salar Hishmat)—Born 1889. Son of » former Tbegi 
of she Qashqai trite, Half-brother to the late Ismail Khan, Soulat-ud Douleh 
and full brother to the late Ahmad Khan Sardar Thtisham. Appointed Tibegi by 
the Farman Farma in 1918, he thereafter sided with the British troops against 
their inveterate enemy Saulat-ud-Douleh. Gave up the Tibegiship in September 
1920. In 1022 resided in Eastern Fars, where his followers committed certain 
depredations. In the following year be lived in Shirnz, claiming the restoration 
of certain villages seized by his half-brother, bat got'no redress. In 1929 he 
took an active part in the Qashqai rebellion, leading the Qashqai tribesmen in 
their revolt against their Military Governor. ' With 4 small band of followers he 
Femained for the most. part at Siyakh, south of Shiraz, while other khans were 
treating with the Government forces. ‘Through the influence of Soulat-ud-Doulch 
the anti-Gorernment movement fizzled out, but Ali Khan remained mote or leas 
Actively in opposition to the Government, acting as a centre of the many 
Tecalcitrants. A fores of 500 troops was sent from Shiraz to round him up in 
1932; it does not appear, however, that he was defeated in batile, In 1938 he 
came to Tehran, having come to terms with the Government; he is believed to 
have been given a safe-conduct in return for a promise of good behaviour. 
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Allowed to come to Tehran from Kerman at end of 1942; and sent to Shiraz 
to help the Government troops in their campaign against the Qushqais iu June 
1043, tn return for which he hoped to recover his family extates in Fars. 

He has the reputation of being the most courageous of his family. in the 
field. However, he has no talent for organisation and administration; in fact, 
according to most observers, he is scatter-brained aud foolish: 


181. Qasigai, Muhammad Nusir—Born about 1805. ‘The eldest sow of the 
late Tsmoail Qashqai (Soulated-Douieh).. Elected to the eighth Majlis as a 
momber for the Qashqai tribes. Ilkhant of those tribes for a short time daring 
1990. Deprived’ of parliamentary immunity and’ arrested for conspiracy 
September 1932. 

Fled from ‘Tehran during the general disorder in September 1941, and since 
then has been at large in the south of Persia, carrying on a wordy warfare with 
his own Government about the return of his lands and restitution for hia wrongs. 
AL the same time he has seized all the lands he can lay hanuls on with the help of 
his tribesmen and endeavours, through the agency of friends in the Majlis and 
elsewhere (such as the notorious Nawhakbt), to make himself out to be a. very 
patriotic and well-intentioned person. Having expressed fears lest we might be 

st him by way of revenge for the deeds of his father, our great enemy in 
the Inst war, Soulat-ed-Douleh, His Majesty's Minister sent to him a document 
assaring him that we had nothing against him provided he submitted to his own 
Government. Tt seems certain that he had two Germans with him in 1943 and 
that he made a landing-ground intended for German seroplanes near Farrash- 
band. Attacked by troops under Marshal Shahbakhti in May 1043, but the 
‘oporations were very half-hearted and soon fizzled oat 

His youngest brothor, Khosro, in actively assisting him in his intransigent 
altitude.” Two other brothers, Malik Mansour and Ahmed, were in Germany at 
the outhieak of war but were in Stamboul at the end of 1943 

Observers before his eseape in 1041 considered hin reasonable and intelligent, 
but he now seams ae cunning and unreliable as his anti-British father. 

Speaks English, 

183. Goveam, Ibrahim (Ganev MulA) Born 1888. Tho son of Marsa 
Moblbalia Khan Quwar-ul-Mulk, who was killed accidentally. in, May 1916 
During ho war of 914-18 wus vet frien tous and carried om his fathers 
tinditioual policy of opposition to the powerful Qushgai group of tribes headed by 

Tato Trmall Rhan Soniav-ud Doutce, Having nkesiial van propertion a recs 
from hin father, a well as the titular headship of the '* Arab’ tribes of that 
province, he wielded immonso authority in the mouth of Persia at the time of the 
coup d’ Btat of 921. Reza Khan (late Reza Shab) when Minister for War met the 
Quam at Isfahan in August 1928 and expressed a wish that he should reside st 
‘Tehran; he therefore becumo elected to the Majlis as member for the Khamseh 
(Arab) tie and thereat has reside god dealin Terao. “Always on terme of 
‘lose friendship with His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz, the Qawam engaged in 1926 
‘8 British agricultural expert to develop his vast estates; the experiment proved a 
failure through local opposition and the Qawam’s stingitiess: the British expert 
loft in 1928.” In 1920 fled to Europe, doubtless having foreseen the Qashqai 
revolts of that year, Visited London 1929. Returned to Tehran the followin 
year, having put his two boys to echoo! at Beirut. His vast properties were left 
in the hands of his servants, who remitted him a monthly subyention, Tm 1920 
various questions of validity of title to property were raised by the Ministry of 
Finance; and in 1991 the whole question was settled by the exchange of lands. 
‘The Qawam was given crown lands in Nishapur, in the neighbourhood of Tehran, 
and elsewhere in the centre of Persia, in exchange for hie Fare properties. It is 
believed that he did well out of these transactions, and that he ts one of the 
wealthiest landowners of Persia at present. 

In the ninth Majlis of 1933 he was.a Deputy for Baluchistan. He had also 
accompanied Reza Shah on several of his journeys, and was generally supposed 
to enjoy His Majesty's full confidence. In. November 1983, however, on, the 
agregof the Miniter of War, Sardar Asad, while iv atendapes on the Shah at 

‘urcoman races, the Qawam seems to have become the object of suspicion, 
and ho was placed tinder arrest with Asad. oe 

Ho is an attractive personality to meet, Very pro-British in sentiment, be 
sent his two sons (Ali Mubamaind Qawam and ‘Mnhazraad Resa Qawam) 
to England to be educated. Until his arrest he appeared to have settled 
down permanently as a peaceful courtier at Tehran. He plays. polo, but 
dloes not mix much in society. Quiet in voice and retiring in manner, he it 
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yet capable of driving a very hard bargain with his own countrymen. He does 
Jot appesr to have much ambilion..‘Though his vame ta all a household word 
‘at Shiraz, he cannot be considered a tribal leader in the sense that the Qashqai 
chiefs are; he is best considered as a Persian noble whose family had for some 
time held sazerainty over a group of tribes and who attained great wealth and 
indluence in Fars, partly through backing the right side in the 1914 war. 

His son, Ali Mohammad, married Princess Ashraf Pahlavi in March 1937, 
bat the marriage was dissolved. “He bad previguly been an undergraduate at 
Bristol University, where he did very badly. A daughter married Assadullah 
‘Ala, son of Muhammad Tbrabim “Alam (Shaukat) in 1039 ‘ 

Played his part the “events of 1941""; he and his family at one time 
* took bast ” in the British Legation at Gulhek; and when Reza Shah abdicated 
and went to Tafahan it was Qawam who was sent by the Government to obtain 
Reaa’s signature to documents handing over his properties and private fortune 

tato and to his son respectively 
sited India 1941-42 and bought « house at Bangalore. 

Sent back to Shiraz to help Marshal Shabbakhti with his auack on the 
Qushgain in June 1943 

this elder son, Ali Muhammad, went to Washington as Assistant Military 
Attaché at the end of 1941. 

‘Appointed Goveruor-General of Fara September 1943. but could not agree 
with any of the military chiefs about tribal policy, and returned to ‘Tehran 
November 1943, still holding the office of Governor-General. 


183, Queam (Ghacam), Ahmed (Qnwam-us-Sultaneh)—A brother 
‘Vossug, than whom he is younger by a few years. Began his carcet in the Ministry 
of Finance, Became Minister of War, Jnly to October 1910, and Minister 
of Interior, July to November 1911, and again in December 1911, Minister of 
Finance, July to August 1914, and Minister of Interior, November 1917 to 
January 1918. Appointed Governor-General of Khorassan April 1918 and 
remained there for three years, during which he administered the province with 
uniform success during troublous times. Became Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior, June 1921 to January 1922, and again Prime Minister and Minister 
for Forvign Affairs from June 1922 to February 192%, Banixhed to Europe in 
October 1023, being accused of having plotted against the life. of Reza Khan 
(Reza Shah." Was allowed to rétarn to Tehran at the end of 1028 and arrived in 
March 1920, when he went to reside quietly on his property at Lahijan near 
Resht. 

Came hack to live in Tehran after the fall of Reza Shah, ‘Primo Minister, 
August 1942, after the fall of Soheily. Worked hard, but gradually surrounded 
himself with his own relations and friends. ‘Tried hard to gain control of the 
Ministry of War, but failed to counteract the young Shah's enthusiaam for the 
control of the army. ‘The Shah's opposition to him was shown in the disturbancos 
of the 8th December, 1942, in which Qavam did extremely well and undoubtedly 
Performed «great public service in re-atablishing governmental authority 

hereafter, however, he became more and more involved in petty intrigues and 


favouritism, and had to resign in February 1943; since when he bas been more 
or less openly accused of being the real instigator of the riots of December 1942. 
Seems really to be too old-fashioned and unbending to adapt himself to. the 
changed. pofitical life of to-day. 

lieved to have been in touch, with the Japnnese Legation arly in 1042, 


and to have received, when Prime Minister in 1942, messages from persons whom 
he knew to be German agents, without informing iis This was brought to the 
notice of the Shab in January 1944 

A clever man, but sly, intriguing and unreliable. Has generally been, 
friendly to His Majesty's Embassy. 

Speaks a little Freuch. 


184. Quds (Ghodse), Hussein—Born about 1802. Graduate of the Tehran 
School of Political Science. Has, held various posts under the Ministry, for 
Foreign Affairs and was secretary in London for five years. Edited, for a sbort 
time, a small literary review. Private secretary to the Minister for Forei 
Alltirs 193. ‘Seoretary and, for» time, Changé Affaires at Washington 1035, 
until relations were broken off. Accused of having abused customs franchise 
while in charge at Washington. Secretary in London March 1997. Consul, 
Tamir, 1989. Counsellor in London early 1983. 
‘Speaks English and French. A quiet and level-headed official, 































































































185. Raf‘ati (Rajfety), Hussein—Born about 1906. Educated mostly in 
England; studied at London University and acquired an Oxford accent. An 
instructor at, the Officers’ College. Very thrilled with his English education 
and anxious to return to England whenever possible. A solid and capable man. 
Interested principally in literature, 


186, Raknema, Zein-ul-A bedim —Born about 1888, one of the sons of the late 
Sheikh-ul-Iruqain, a Persian subject and small mujtehid of Kerbela 
Rabnema was educated in Traq and came to Persia about 1910. He was a 
member of the Democratic party and edited first the newspaper Raknema and 
juently the serni-official paper Fran. He was elected a Deputy to the fifth 
id sixth forms of the Majlis. Was sent to Europe in 1923 on a mission to 
teow" Persia, and stayed moet of tbe time in Paris Was ap 
Under-Scoretary to the Ministry of Public Works at the end of 1926 and 
Secretary to the Minister of the Interior in April 1927. In June 1927 he fell 
from favour and confined himself to journalism, and accompanied the Shah on 
his journey to Khuzistan in October 1928 as press represenitati 

Rahnema is an ambitious man, with plenty of “push.” His great 
ambition has always been to obtain a’ Government post, which be hoped would 
culminate in a ministerial appointment, With that object in view, he discarded 
his turban and gave up his title of “ sheikh."” This brought him Oiree different, 
under-tecretaryships in succession, He is intelligent and clever in a certain 
sense, 

‘Went to Europe in 1989 to purchase printing machinery. In tho wummer of 
1935. was exiled to Traq and took up bis residence in Beirut; the Shah wax aaid 
to haye suspected him of pottig against th réime, 

Returned to Peesia after the fall of Reza Shah in 1941, and resumed his 
editorship of the newspaper fran. On a mission to the ulema of Iraq in 1948. 
and brought back certain messages addressed to the young Shab, Plunged invs 
political intrigne in 1942 and after being disappointed at not being, accepted by 
tho Iraq Government as Minister, became a sort of secretary and spy in Sobeily's 
administration. in 1943, but soon resigned. A smug, soft-spoken hypocrite. 

Speaks a little French and English, 


187. Rais, Muhsin —Born in Tehran about 1805, Educated in Persia and 
France, The eldest son of the late Zahir-ul-Mulk, Kutered the service of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1919, Sent to Switzerland as secr 
Porsian delegation to the League of Nationa Retarned to Persia in 1024, 
‘served in the Minintry till he was eent to Paris as coansellor in 1930. Head of 
tho Treaty Section of the Ministry in 1953, Minister at Berl The Hague 
1935. Political Director-General in the Ministey for Foreign Aflairs, September 
1937, Minister at Bucharest for Roumania, Greece, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, 
December 1988 

‘Transferred to Vichy in 1941, and returned in July 1042 to Tehran, Minister 
in Bagdad July 1943, 

A. Yor opreeable mai, nob afraid of bard work. Speaks geod. French 
Married one of the many daughtors of Farman Farma in 1985 


188, Rasavi, Seyyid Muhammad —Born about 1888, Educated at Tehran 
For many years on the staff of the Ministry of Finance. Revenvo oer at Infahan 
in 1923-90. ‘Transferred to the Ministry of Justice in 1931. Director of the 
ration Departinent at Isfalian 1990-32. Under-Secretary at the Ministry 
Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs 
ater in the same year. Got into trouble in 1935, and after being auder arrest for 
some time on a charge of embezzlement while serving at Meshed many years 
bofore, retired for a time to Isfahan. Employed in the Finance Department at 
Meshed 1941; and again at Tehran 1942-43. 
Speaks French. A rather dull, saturnine man, whose wife, a much more lively 
person, was among the first Persian women to unveil in the provinces. : 


189, Rasmard, Haji Ali: Brigadier (Sartip)—Trained in France, at 
Saint-Cyr Born about 1900. "Related to the Kemal-Hedavat family. Joined 
the army-and commanded a regiment in 1931. Military Governor of the Khamech 
tribes 1081, Commanded operationa against the Kurdish insurrection of Jaafar 
Sultan 1992, “General Officer Commanding Ist Tehran Division October 1941 
Chief of the General Stall July 1943 : relieved by Rinzi September 1943. Diector 
of the Shah's Military Secretariat October 1943. 
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Au able, energetic but corrupt officer with a reputation as/a distiplinarian 
in fact, he is said to have killea a man‘on parade for insubordination. Very 
ambitious and a great intriguer, and trims bis sails to any wind, Speaks some 
English. 


190, Riazi, Ali: Brigadier (Sartip)—Born about 1801. _ Entered the army 
and was trained in France, where he graduated as an engineer officer at the 
French Staff College, and became Military Attaché in Paris. Was a member 
of the Anglo-Persian Military Commissioi of 1920, where he earned the respect 
of the British members for his honesty and frankness. Was one of the supporters 
of Seyyid Zia in his coup a’ Evat of 1920. Retired from the army in Reza Shah's 
reign and joined the Ministry of Education : became Director of Education in 
Fars, where he did good work iis preserving and restoring old monuments, Rejoined 
the army on the departure of Reza Shah and was appointed (1941) Deputy Chief 
of the Technical College and then of the General Stall. Strongly urged the 
fappointinent of foreign advisers for the army and thus came into conflict with the 
Chief of the General Staff, Then (1942) appointed Under-Secretary of State for 
War, in which capacity he did good work in piloting various Bills through the 
Majlis. Chief of the General Staff after Razmara September 1049, but. was 
juumpered in his efforts to work by the intrigues of his colleagues and the suspicion 
of the Shah. A serious mau, of culture, intelligence and charm, of the studions 
rather than the commanding type. Universally respected for his honesty and 
simplicity. One of his daughters works in the Tehran Museum under M. Godard. 


191. Rukai, Muhammad Ali—Son of Prince Rukn-ed-Doule, who was a 
nophew of Nasir-ud-Din Shah, Has served at various posta under the Ministry of 
the Interior. Governor of Qum, Quzvin, Harmadan, and tho Gulf Ports in 
swiccession. Governor of Kermanshah July 1985 till May 1996. A dignified and 
quiet little man. 

Gorernor of Meshed since autumn 190. 


182. Sadig, Dr. usa (Sadigi-Alom)—Born about 1802.  Faducated partly 
in England (whiere he was for a time munshi to Professor Browne) and partly in 
America, where he took a doctor's degree. Began his career in a very lowly station 
in tho Ministry of Education, Roe to be Director of Education i Gilan. 
‘Attended an international ‘on education in Rngland about 1929, where 
he lectured on modern educational methods in Petsin. "Principal of the Teacher's 
College (Ecole normale) since about 1983 
inister of Public Instruction in Feroughi’s Cabinet Soptomber 1941, 
On the resignation of that Cabinet in 1942 became Dean of the University of 
hran. Again Minister of Education in Sobeily’s reshuffled Cabinet of December 
194, 
An intelligent and go-ahead man, speaking English and French, Well 
disposed towards Anglo-Saxon methods of education,” ‘Tho author of several 
‘works on education. 


198, Sédigi, Sig, (Mustshared-Dowleh) Born about, 1065, Faducated 


at Constantinople, Was a sec at the Persian Embassy in Turl 
for many years. Elected a Depaty for Tabriz, his native town, to tho first Majlis 
in 1906.” Elected President of the second Majlis in 1909. An ardent 
Constitutionalist he was arrested by Muhammad Ali Shah in 1903 and imprisoned 
until January 1909. Elected a member of the committee which was convened to 
draw up the Electoral Law. Appointed Minister of Interior in 1911, Minister 
of Posts in 1914 and 1919, and again Minister of Interior in 1915 and in June 
1917. In the following Cabinet ho was n Minister without portfolio, 

Before the war he was pro-Russian, but when war broke out ho espoused the 
cause of Germany and Turkey, and was one of the most extreme of ** 
partimans” After the war His Majesty's Legation demanded chat he be exiled 
to some oatlying province of Persia. iat time, with the exception of a 
short period in 1921 when he was a Cabinet Minister without portfolio, be lived 
a retired life and had little or no influence. 

Appointed Persian Ambassador to Turkey in January 1981, Returned to 
‘Tehran on retirement at the end of 1935. 

Minister without portfolio in Qawam-es Sultaneh’s Cabinet of August. 1942 
suf cotinged that capacity, With vague dates, in Sobelly's Cabinet of 

nary fighly and considered a wit, but almost, useless and 
senile. Dropped from Sohelly’s Cabinet Desember 1943, 
Speaks French and Tarkish. 













































































194, Sadr, Seyyid Muhsin (Sadr-ul-Ashrof)—Born about 1873. An almost 
unknown person in Tehran politics until appointed Minister of Justice in 
Feroaghi’s Cabinet of the 7th September, 1933. Spent the whole of his previous 
service in virions Judicial posts under the Ministry of Justice. Has been president 
of the Court of Cassation, One of the old school, who looks much better in the 
turban, which he wore for ost of his life, than in a Pahlavi hat, Was responsible 
for some of the new sections of the Civil Code. Resigned September 1936. 

Bitterly attacked in connexion with a water dispute at Qum 1942. Looked 
upon as an elder statesman and one of the senior members of the Majlis 1948. 

Minister of Justice in Sobeily’s Cabinet of 1943. Said to have been one of the 
proGerman " Kabad'’ party in 1942, 


195, Sadri, Abdul Ali (Salig-ue-Saltaneh)—Born in Tabriz about 1886. Son 
of the late Sadr-ed-Douleh. Entered the court of Muzaffared:Din Shah when 
quite young and was appointed a chamberlain. Attached to the court for many 
years.” Imperial Commissioner of the Persian Government to tho Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company 1905-18. Persian Minister in Washington 1910-21. Minister in 
Borlin 1924-25, Minister in London 1926-27. Lived in Europe for five year 
after that, returaed, to Persia in, 1982, 

Fronch and English. An-intriguer, whose reputation is not of the 
best, “His recall from London. was said to be due to the Shah's suspicions that he 
had friendly relations with the Sheikh of Mobammorah. A relation of the late 
Quvam-ed-Douleh, His brother, Farid Sadri (Farid-es-Saltaneh) is a well-known 
adventurer, who makes his living by his wits, makin pnt to. be a 
fabulously wealthy Persian prince; in this way he married an Englishweenat and 
desorted hor after getting her money ; he lives in Europe. 

Tn Germany 1942 and 1943, but roturned to Tehran December 1043 


196, Said (Said, Soa), Muhammad (Said-ul-Vizareh). leo. know a» 
Muhammad Said Marayhehi—Born about 1886, Educated in the Cauca 
Served in various capacities in tho Peraian consular posta in the Caueasis: viz. 
at Baku, Tiflis and Batum. Acting consul-general at Baku in 1927. Head of the 
Russian’ Department of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1983. Appointed 
Chargé d'Affaires at Moscow in February 1934. Minister at Rome June 1996. 
Accredited also to Hongary, 1998, Ambassador at Moscow. April 1938, 
‘A.very agreeable llcial, whose Itossian is better than bis Persian. He must 
have an intimate knowledge of the Caneasus and of Soviet methods of admit 
asteation. He haa q handyome Latvian wife Always willing to help. Appears 
fe no delusions about Russia. On the other hand, some members of 
Pornian Government Jook askance at Said, ax he was bronght up in Russia. 
Recalled from Moscow to be Minister for Forvign Affairs in Qu 
Saltaneh’s Cabinet August 1942 Held the post in Sobeily’s Cabinet of F 
1943. In the running for Primo Minister, being favoured for that post by 
Shah 1943, but the Majlis would not agree and, indeed, Said seems to have neither 
10 personality, the energy, nor the intelligence for the post. His running of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs resulted in a sort of benevolent anarchy in that 
department, 


197. Sajjadi, Muhimmad-—Born in 1809 in Tehran, . Son of a. Mulla, 
Employed in the Ministry of Justice by the late Dayar aud later transferred 
to the Customs as Acting Director-General 1934, Then employed in the Tobacco 
Monopoly until 1937, when he became Under-Secretary in. the Ministry of 
Communications. Acting Minister of Communications on Ahi's dismisaal in 
Noveunber 1938. 

Minister of Roads in Ferughi’s Cahinet of September 1941, and then head 
of the Tehran Muncipality in 1942. Since then has been interested in. the 
“* Adalat” party. talkative and clever man, with a rather attractive air of 
butoonery Ont supenicil. Married his brothers wits 

Arrested sent to, Saltanabad. by the Allied security authorities 
September 1943. 

Spent several years in France, and speaks French. 


195, Saleh, AMayar—Gradoate of the American College at Tehran. Born 
about 1900. For some years employed as a secretary in the American Legation at 
‘Tehran, Tio then entered the Ministry of Justice, whero he eld various appoint. 
monts as judge, public prosecutor, &c. Was transferred to the Ministry of 
Finance through the influence of Davar, and appointed director of the opium 
‘monopoly, and afterwards director of the tobacco monopoly. 
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Head of the customs for-a short time. ‘Them accountant-general. 

An intelligent and able young man. Speaks French and English. 

Sent to Washington on an economic mission 1941. Returned in the antumn 
of 1942 to be Minister of Finance in the hope that he wonld work well with 
Dr. Millspaugh, but he proved a disappointment, quarrelled with Dr. Millspaugh, 
and was allowed to resign by in March 1943. 

Sent on a Commercial Mission to India September 1949, 


199. Sam'i (Samiyi), Hussein (Adib-us-Saltoneh)—Born_ about 1878, 0 
native of Resht, Spent his carly career in the Ministry of Interior and was once 
Governor of Resht. Appointed Minister of Publie Works 1921 to Juine 1022 
In March 1923 he became Minister of Interior for three months.” When ‘the 
present Shahi became Prime Minister in October 1923, Samiyi was chosen as his 
Aasstan, antl, im August 1994, he was appoirted Minister of Justice, Early in 
1925 he was appointed Governor of Teliran and held that post until he won 
appointed Minister of Interior in June 1927, Appointed Governor-General of 
Azerbaijan in May 1931. Grand Master of Ceremonies (Internal), 1038, 
Dismissed during ‘the Crown Prince's wedding celebrations, April 1939. 
Ustandar (Governor-General) of the Vth Ustan (Western Azerbaijan), July 
1939, 

‘Ambassador to Kabul 1989. Returned to Tehran July 1042 and became 
Minister of State, without portfolio, in Qawam-es-Saltanch's Cabinet of August 
1942. Appointed Minister of the interior. by Sobel uly 1943, ostensibly 
in order to supervise the elections. to the 14th Majlis, but ho soon resigned 
President of the Farhangistan (Academy) nt Tehran 104 

wn is a pleasant man, but of little influence. He is not very energetic nor 
highly intelligent. He speaks no foreign language. 


200. Sami‘t (Samiyi), Kazim. —Born about, 1887. Educated in Tehran 
Married to the daughter of the Imam Jum'ch of Tehtan. On tho staff of the 
Ministry of Justice for some years. Director-General of that Ministry 1021-7 
Director of the Civil Registration Departinent 1928-4. Director of Exploitation 
of State Agricultural Establishments, January 1039 

Speaks French, A conscientious official of the old school, Living retired at 
Iafahan 1948, 


201; Sanjadi, Kerim.—Born 1904, near Kermanshah; a member of one of the 
principal families of the well-known Sonjabi tribe. Tn 1920 caro to Tehran for 
study and completed the courses at the Political and Law Schools at Teliran, 
1928 went to France and spent three years in Paris and three in the provinces 
Doctor of Law of Paris, In 1934 returned to Persia, and served in the Religions 
Endowment Department of the Ministry of Educition, and aleo taught law 
1940 head of the statistical department of the Ministey of Finance. In 1943 
professor of law at the Tehran University. 

\ well-spoken young man with ideas; wished to stand for the 
Majlis 1943, but desided not to do s0 owing to our discouraging attitude. 


202. Sayyah, Homid—Born in Isfahan 1886, Brother of Humaytin Sayyah 
Educated at Moscow. Entered the eorvice of the Ministry for Foreign Affaire 
in 1016. For some time a judge in the Tribunal of the Ministry. Commercial 
seoretary at Moscow 1922-90, “A director of the Caspian Fisheries Joint Board 
1927-81. Chief of the Russian section at the Ministry in 1982. In charge of the 
Eastern Department 1933, Consul-general at Beirut, March 1984, Minister at 
Warsaw, June 1996. 

Minister of Post and Telegraph in Feroughi« Cabinet of Septembor 104i, 
and was most helpful to us. Again Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in Qawam: 
e«Saltanch’s Cabinet of August 1942 until January 1943. Minister of Posts 


‘snd Telographe again December 1043 
‘Spans "French and Russian. Married his cousin, Fatinel; Khanum Sayyab, 
ferwa 


bat rds divorved her. A charming man, knowing too much about Russian 
metliods ever to incline towards bolshevism, A’ good bridge player, 


Born about 1883. Eldest’ son of a_ famous 

character” named Haji Sayyah. Educated in Persia. Served in 
the Ministry of Finance for some years. Was financial agent for various 
fprovinces under the American Millspaugh mission. Under-Secretary ‘at the 
Ministry of Finance 1929-82. Director of the Department of Commerce, May 


1933. In the following September transferred (9 the Ministry of the Inter 


where he has been Under-Secretary tind Acting Minister since then. 










































































Retired from public service in 1938 and went to live in the provinces; in 1940 
wont to Isfahan to preside over one of the factories at Isfahan. 
‘Speaks French, A worthy fellow, with little elaim to brilliance. 


ferred to Tehran 1942 and put in charge of 
tho glyeerino factory In 1948 employed by the Americans in the price stabilise 
ion section of the Ministry of Finance. 
ee ‘man of tbo, yor, capable of good work, and claims to be well-disposed 
towards us, Married to 'x Greek. 

205, Sepahbody, Anushirwan—Born in Tehran about 1800. Educated in 
‘Tehran.’ Eatored the service of the Ministey for Foreign Affairs in 1907 and 
worked there till 1910. Vieo-consul at Viadikavkaz in 1910, and thereafter 
served at different posts in the Caucasus till 1918. ‘Then chief of a section at the 
Ministry; in charge of the Protocol Department in 1926, Minister in 
Switzerland 1929-83. Under-Secretary at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, July 
1983, At the beginning of 1034 made Minister at Rome, being accredited also to 
Vienna, Prague and Budapest. Ambassador at Moscow. June 1936, until April 
1988, “Minister, Paris, July 1988, and also accredited to Spain in June 1939. 

‘Awhassador to Turkey 1040; due to return to Tehran 1943 but on Bagher 
Kazery being appointed there was a hiteh and Kazemy did not proceed. 

‘Aman af no particular family, he has made his way to the top while still 
young. Speaks Fronch and Russian, Is quite well supplied with brains, but is 
‘ften too fazy to use them. 


to Bur 
in 1084 on 
Arm Parl 
ria, . 

Pmnployed at Court 1943, and supervised the Arms and Powder factories; 
his services appear to have pleased the Russians. 

Minister of Industey December 1943, but in coping with a strike had the 
misfortune accidentally to kill one of the strikers. Resigned March 1944 

‘An amiable and jolly old soldier. Is a Bahai 


207. Shahbakkti, General Mubammad—Born about 1882, the son of a 
peasanit inhabiting the village of Ishtibar, near Tehran, but has now been beard 
to describe himself as a native of Azerbaijan, possibly to cover up his humble 

in, ae 
eee He ealisted in the Cossack Brigude about 1901, distinguished himself 
bravery in the field, and received a commission, In 1914 he was a captain. He 
attached himself to Reza Khan, whose influence with General Starossel 
him promotion to the rank of colonel in 1919. After the coup d'Etat of 1921 he 
‘was appointed to command the Ahan regiment of infantry. Tn 1925 be was 

romoted general and given command of an infantry brigade in Tehran, In 1928 
Rlowas seat to command the Western Division, but was recalled in the spring of 
1928 for corruption; he, however, managed o ingratiate himself with the Shah, 
and was appointed shortly afterwards to command the Persian troops in 
Kurdistan, "tn December 1998 he was cent to command the troops in Fars, but was 
superseded by General Shaibani. was 2 

Appointed to command the in Azerbaijan in 1982, Promoted to the 
tank of Amir Lashlcar in March of that year, Transferred to Ahwaz as general 
officer commanding, Januai 

"Appointed commander of the Western Forces October 1941, with the rank of 
Marshal (Sipahiud). Controlled. the Kermanshah area pretty” thoroughly, 


a 


ignoring completely the civil governor, till he was transferred to Fars to quell 
the Qashqais under Naser Qashqai in February 1943, He was uot, very successful 
in that campaign and after the defeat of the garrison at Semiram in July 1943 
came to Teiran to report. In his old age be seems to have become more arrogant 
and unapproachable. Suspected of taking large bribes when at Kermanshah. 
An almost entirely uneducated survival from the Cossack Brigade, resembling 
appearance and manners the more famous product of that corps, Reza Shah. 
Placed on retired list October 1943, 


203. Shaibani, General Habibullah.—Born about 1885, the son of Nazm-ed: 
Dowleh, who came of a middle-class family of Kashan. 
._., Ht 1908 Shaibani went to Saint-Cyr, where he graduated in 1910 and joined a 
Freuch regiment. Returned to Persia in 1913, and was commissioned into the 
Swedish olficered gendarmerie as a captain, He was highly regarded by the 
‘Swedish officers, and was promoted major in 1914. He was strongly anti-Russian, 
and consequently anti-Ally, during the war, and he joined the Muhajerin (the 
pro-German party), and remained in Turkey until 1918, when he returned to 
‘ehran and re-entered the gendarmerie. He appears to have made contact with 
Reza Khan about 1920, and was working in his interests before the coup d'Btat. 
Promoted colonel in 1921, he served in the operations against the Jangalis and 
inst Simitko. Promoled General of Brigade in 1030, and in 1928 went to 
France in charge of Persian military students He entered the French Stall 
College and graduated with distinction in 1925. He attended the Arms Trafic 
Conference at the League as Persian representative in the autumn of 1999, and 
tras "2 soe at tho sacs of the British reproventatve in getting the Peraian 
Gulf included in the Maritime Zone. In 1920 he was ‘appointed acting Chief of 
the General Stafl. He resigned that appointment in March 1923 owing to his 
disagreement with certain orders issued by the Shah Appointed Minister of 
Public Works in May 1928 until December, when he lost that appointment and 
Was placed en disponiditité. Appointed a member of the High Military Council 
in January 1029. Promoted General of Division in Juno 1920, he was sent to 
command the army in Fars to deal with tho rebellion in that province. He was 
successful in restoring order, as the Qushgai, although in a fighting mood, were 
short of munitions. Tn 1930 he commanded the operations in the Mamasenni 
district and against the Kuhgelas, and by October he had succeeded in reducing 
the Kuhgelus, only one of the khans still refusing to make his submission to the 
Government. 

Shaibani is a man of independent views, and is somewhat rigid and narrow 
minded. He is a strict disciplinarian, and does not play to the gallery. His 
military ideas are conservative and sound, and he is perhaps the only French: 
trained officer who has not been led away from the realisation of realities. He 
regards Russia as the enemy of Persia; of the motives underlying British policy 
hho as a fair understanding, and he thinks that Britain can and should help 
Persia in her own interests, but he believes that Britain will always sacrifice 
Persia if it should be in her interest to do so, He is intensely patriotic, and will 
stoutly oppose whatever he considers to be derogatory to Persian sovereignty of 
detrimental to Porsian independence. At the same time he views with distavour 
Persia's hasty efforts to play the rile of a civilised nation. Ho is remarkabl 

} direct in specch, and prompt in action. He hae little sympathy with 
Persian officialdom. "His nickname in the army is "*Feranghi,” not by reason of 
any imitation of Europeans, but rather because of the un-Persian nature of his 
character. 

He speaks French fluently. 

‘Tried by a military court-martial in the autumn of 1981, on a charge of 
military inefficiency in his 1990 operations against the Mamasenni and the Boir 
Abmedi tribes, resulting in some 600 Persian casualties, Sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment and deprivation of all his rauks and dignitios. He was released 
after a few months in prison. and is said to hnve gone abréad during 1085, ‘Sent 
to be either in Berlin or in Switzerland 1942, 


209. Shams-ul-Mulk Ara'i, Asadullah (Shahab-ud-Dowleh), K.C.V.O—M 
Qajer prince. Bora about 1880, Faducated in Persia, For many years employed 
in the Telegraph Department. Governor of Yezd in 1911. Minister of Posts and 
‘Telegraphs 1914-15. Minister of Public Works 1915. Master of Ceremonies at 
the Court 1922-25, Governot of Kermanshah 1929. Recalled 1933, and appointed 
Governor of Kurdistan in October 1994, Recalled April 1936, owing. itis said, to 
having incurred the displeasure of the Shah through not accelerating reforms in 


his province. 






























































‘Holds the dignity of K.C-V.0, received when in attendance on Abmed Shah 
during his visit to London in 1919. 

Covernor-Genoral of Fars early 1942, but was superseded in the following 
summer, without having accomplished nel 

eather ponipoussoan, eald tobe a great intriguer; bat he is not averse to the 
society of foreigner, and probaly regrets the good old days 

Speaks English and French flven 

210, Shagayi, Hadi (Hisn-ed-Douleh)—Born at Tehran 1890. Educated in 
Persia, Russin, and France. Did his military training in Franco. A cavalry 
officer, he has held various (arms in the army, and in 1932 was general inspector 
of cavalry, with the rank of easier 

‘Commanded troops ut Isfahan 1042. Considered a competent officer without 
any frilly Inspector of Artillery 1943, and later in the year head of the Nblitary 
‘Tribunal. 

‘Spenks French and Russian. 

11. Shagagi, Hassan.—Born in Tehran about 1893. Educated in Persia and 
in Switzerlond where he studied civil engineering. Returned (o Persia 1914, 
Employed on surveys by Prince Sarim-ud ‘Douleh 1916-19. Joined the linistry 
Br Role 1080; snd employed in road construction since then. Inspector-General 
‘of the Department of Konds 1930-22. Director of Railways 1932, Is considered 
n'able enpinect, with a good deal of experience of roads in Persia. Director: 
General of the Ministry of Roads and Communications 193 : 

‘Arrested on charges of embezzlement with other members: ‘of the Ministry of 
Roads in 1935 and sentenced to imprisonment, Later released, but not heard of 


212. Shariat-Zadeh, Ahmad —-Born in Mazanderan about 1880. Educated 

in‘Tehran, Entered tho service of tho Ministry of Justice in 1909, and rose to the 
of Procureur-General in 1910. Re from the Ministry soon after and 
man practica as a lawyer. His practice rapidly grew, and he soon gained the 

reputation of being one of the cloverest lawyers in Tehran. Retained with a la 

fee by the Imperial Bank of Persia 1921-24, Deputy for Mazanderan 

Aith Majlis. Owns considerable property in Mazanderan, 

‘Speaks French, Is much feared, owing to his reputation as a dangerous 

opponent in the courts. Ts a rogue. 

213, Shayeateh, Muhammad—Born in Tehran about 1895. Son of u 
merchant. Educated at Tehran in the law and political schools, and entered the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Sorved for some time ax a member of the Tribunal 
of the Ministry before the abolition of Capitulations. “Then became head of a 
Gopartment and about 1940 was transferred as counsellor to Washington, where 
hhetwas chargé d'affaires for a long time, Hs also served as counsellor in London, 
where he astniabed everyone by his powers of talking volubly on any aubject 
without saying anything tseful 

Hey Oe and tale tle bureaucrat. 

214, Shireani, Abu Talib (Banan-es-Sultan)—Dorn in Isfaban about. 1509. 
Fa se hetiscalchoola, and also for two years at the Charch Missionary 
School. Studied English, but cannot speak it well, Led a disreputable life in 
iis youth, joining the famous brigand liza Khan Janzani; served aleo under 
anodber brigand Mashallah Khan. Started the newspaper dfihan at Isfahan 
fr't910. On writing an article criticising Major Faztullah Khan, the head of 
the gendarmerie, he was arrested and whipped by order of the major. In 1021 
Marted tho paper Mvhan at Tehran. His paper was Nationalist and scurrilous 
Published articles against the Sinclair Company in 1922, doubtless for a 
consideration. Deputy for Isfaban in the fifth and sixth Majlises. Interested 
fn the Khourian Gil Company. Visited Moscow by invitation in 1027 on the 
‘occasion of the tenth anniversary of the revolution. Visited London December 
1927, Became an advocate in the Tehran courts in 1927: 

‘Came again into prominence on the fall of Reza Shah. Head of the 
Department of Propagaivia 1942, but had to resign owing to hostile crticem in 
Certain newspapers accusing him (with truth) of being a Christian, Has claims 

land in Fars. a 
tad principled intriguer, quite without scruple and quite untrustworthy. 

215, Shukuh, Hutsein (Shukuh-ul-Mulk)—Born about 1880. Educated in 
Tehran, A relation of fissca Vassugh Chocsugh Sd: Doula). Has, ben 
Government service for about thirty-three years, having held varions 
Giteroat Ministries," Chef de cabinet ” to the Prime Minister in 119 and 


in 
in 
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again in 1921-23. Under-Secretary to the Ministry of Posts and Telegeaphs 
1624-28." Chef de-cabinet™” to the ex-Shah, and tn charge of the ex Shat's 
al office since 1925, Accompanied the Shah on his State visit to Turkey in 
June 1934, _ = 
Kept his post at the Court on the fall of Reza Shab; still remaining the soul 
of discretion and eschewing the society of foreigners. 
Speaks French. A capable and polite official 


216. Siasi (or Siasei), Ali AMbar—Born 1893, Educated in France 1911 
and stayed in France till the outbreak of the 1914 war. ‘Took a course in 
adagogy. Employed as dragoman and Persian senetaryat the French Legation 
from about 1917 to April 1941. At the samo time he was instructor in psychology 
‘and law at the University of Tehran; later professor. Went to Entype 1927 and 
took a further course in France, obtaining a doctorate in philosophy. Married 
the daughter of the late Bayat, and so acquired wealth. One of the founders of 
the French-sponsored ‘* Young Persian Club” in 1921. 

An intelligent man with & perfect command of Frefich; lis outlook is more 
French than Persian in some respects. Always polite and agreeable to talk to, 
Is also able to make a very good speech in English, 

Minister of Education, Angost 1942. Ttesigned from Sobeily’s Cabinet in 
August 1943. Dean of the University of Tehran, 


(Sohrily), Ali-—Born about 1800. Educated partly in Russia 
and talks Rassian well, also French and a little English. His carver has been 

mus Government administrations, In January 1931 was appointed Under- 
Sceretary at the Ministry of Roads and Communications under Kazimi. In 
September 1933 he was transferred to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs as 
Under Secretary, when Kazimi was appointed Minister. Sobeily bad also served 
‘as chief Persian representative on the board of the Caspian Fisheries Directorate 
Several times Acting Minister for Foreign Affairy in the absence of hie chit 
Minister in London March 1937. “Minister for Foreign Affairs May 1938, but 
dismissed in July, owing to the late Shah's displeasure over a telegram concerning 
the Paris Exhibition.” Ustandar (Governor-General) of the VIIIth Ustan 
(Kerman) Febrasry 1930. Ambassador, Kabul, October 1939, 

Became Prime Minister, rather unexpectedly, in March 1042, after having 
beet Minister for Foreign Affairs in Feroughi’s Cabinet from September 1941 
(uring which time he was the Persian signatory of the Tripartite ‘Treaty of 

‘obruary 1943). His Cabinet fell in July 1942, partly owing to luck of support 
from the Court and the army. Again Prime Minister on the fall of Qawam-es 
Saltaneh in February 1943, once more unexpectedly; this time it was largely 
because Mu’tamin-ul-Mulk could not stand and the Majlis did not want the 
Shah's candidate, Saed. Proved himself once more a hard worker, but carried 
little weight in the country and bad to maintain himself by various 
“combinations and political deals with Majlis Deputies 

‘A very reasonable, matter-of-fact persot, with a businesslike manner. Hard 
working, and a good deal more approachable than some of his colleagues. In his 
contacts with this Legation be has always given the impression of his willingness 
to help and to arrive at reasonable settlements, 

fas a Cancasian wife with a" past,”” and is universally suspected of having, 
taken a great many bribes. 

218. Sur, Qasim (formerly Sur j.Leraft)—Barn in Tebran about 1880, The 
von of Haji Mirza Hasson Khan Mustaufi. Editor of the paper Swr-i-lsrajil 
during the period of the ist Majlis. This paper, of pronouncedly Libera, if not 
Sooialist, views, was suspended hy Mobammad Ali Shah several times, and one 

editors was hanged. Sur was elected a Deputy to the second and third 
Majlises. Left the country with other Democrats during the war and went to 
Turkey. Joined the Socialist party when it was formed in Tehran in 1922, 
“Chef de cabinet ” to Mustaufi-ul-Mamalik when the latter was Prime Minister 
1922-93. Acting Minister of the Interior till 1924 Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs 1928-32. Member of the board of the Agricaltural Bank 1933, and 
later in the year appointed Governor of Isfahan. ior of Gilan, October 
1987, Acting chief of Tehran Municipality, December 1938 to July 1930. 

‘An amnsing little man, usually very helpful when he was Minister of Posts 
and Telegraphs, and not devoid of intelligence. 

Living in retirement in Tehran 1943. 


219. Sururi, Muhammad —Born about 1900. Served in various Government 
ts, being one of the favoured young men selected by Dayar, then 
(20046) 1 
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Minister of Justice, when he revised the organisation of the Ministry in 1929: 
Has been judge in the Tehran courts, and Under-Secretary at the Ministry of 
Justice. Director of the Agricaltural Bank 1942, but removed from that post 
Juno 1943. Posted to the Ministry of the Interior to look after it till’ Hajbir's 
return, January 1044 

Basinesslike and said to be honest. 


0. Taba, Dr, Abdul Hussrin.—Born in Tehiran about 1011. Educated in 
medicine in England and qualified in medicine and surgery after eight years in 
Birmingham and/at Guy's Hospital. Real name is Tahatabai, of the Yezdi 
family of that name, Employed by the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company os a doctor 
1940-42, and since practising in Tehran, 

‘A bright young man whe seems keen on his profession. Married the youngest 
daughter of Vosugh-ed-Douleh. 


PL Tabatabai, Muhammad Sédiq—Second son of the late Seyyid 
Mohammad Tabatabai, who was a prominent figure in the Nationalist movement 
of 1906 to 1910. Born in Tehran about 1880. Elected to the third and fourth 
Majlises, Tn. close touch with pro-Germans during the war of 1014-18, 
Rinigrated to Turkey in 1916, Returned in 1918 and co-operated with Suleiman 
Mirta in forming the Socialist party. During this phase he was in close touch 
with the Soviet Embassy, Ambassador to Turkey 1924-27. Recalled in 1927 and 
‘offered post as n judge in the High Court of Appeal, but did not accept it 

‘Speake French, Said to be intelligent and hard-working, Was more or less 
under urrest for about ten years in Tehran until the fall of Reza Shab 1941. 
Gradually entered political life after that and initiated and fostered the only 
Liberal party af Porsia, ealled the’? Millat”” party (°° The Nation "). 

‘Old ago has become very garrlous, but is shrewd, and is one of the few Pers 
politicians who tries to bridge the gap hetween the die-hard Conservatives and 
The young scialiate hot-heads, 

“loud of the Election Committee for Tehran 1943-44, and himself elected 
Dopaty. . Anpiros to becoming Prime Minister, bat, though intelligent, bas ruined 
his hoalth by excessive opium-xnoking. 


292, Tubatabui, Sayyid Zia-ud-Din.—Born about 1893. Son of the late 
Seyyid Ali Yazdi Tubatabai. Edited the newspaper Rad (Thunder) in Tehran 
in 1016-16. Played a considerable political role im 1917-18. Sent to Balu by 
Vouug-ud-Dowleh in 1919 a8 Persian representative to Caucasian Azerbaijan; 
returned to Tehran in May 1920, Carried ont coup d'Btot with the help of 
the Conaoks in February 1021, and soized the reins of office. Appointed Prime 
Ministor with full powers by Ahmed Shah on the Ist March, 1921, and effected 
numorots atcosts, His reforms wore too radical for the country and the time, 
‘and bo fell from power in June, fleeing the country. He has been in the tobacco 
business while exiled. 

‘Took a prominont part in the Pan-Islamic Congress at Jerusalem in 1938. 

Said to have assisted Kazemi in the negotiations with Traq at Geneva 
during 1986, 

Th 1942, being by that time the owner of a very prosperous farm near Chazza 
in Palesting, which he had devel himself, he began to think of returning to 
his native coantry, and Muzaflar Fiews bogan with great energy and indiscetion 
to run 0 newspaper campaign in his favour in Tebran. He published a letter 
ftom the Seyyld in which the Russians were praised in fulsome language. His 


name cane forward a good deal in the Tehran press during 1948, and quite = 


number of Deputies in the 13th Majlis seem to have favoured his return. ‘The 
Russians atid the Shah, however, were steadfastly opposed to his return, the 
formor because they mistrasted Firuz’s unfortunate letter, and the latter 
through fear that tho Seyyid might become a dictator. However, he returned to 
Tehran in September 1943 and was clected to the 14th Majlis from Yexd, his 
ative place Caused. annoyance by insisting on wearing a woollen hat of 
Caticasian style, and alienated some of his friends by an appearance of stubborn: 
reas and obstinicy. But he may yet have a part to play in controlling Persia's 
destinies. 

‘Speaks French and English. 

something of the mystic in him. 

993, Tadayun, Seyyid Muhammad.—Born about 1884, a native of Birjand in 
East Persia; educated in Tehran, where he graduated and became a school 
After the split up of the original Democrat party in 1912, Tadayun became the 
Ieader of one of the more important Democrat factions. He was Deputy 
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from Tehran to the fourth term of the Majlis, and from Birjand to the fifth and 
Sixth terms. Was elected President of the Majlis in the second half of the fifth 
term, and again at the beginning of the sixth term. In February 1927 he was 
appointed Minister of Education, but in December he resigned that appointment 
owing to disagreement with his colleagues in the Cabinet, but he resumed office 
thine days later at the personal request of che Shah. On the 7th January, 1923, 
the Shah ordered him to resign, and his fall was said to be due to the personal 
auimosity towards him of Teymoartache, who even vetoed his candidature as a 
Deputy to the seventh term of the Majlis. In June 1990 he was, appointed 
Governor of Kerman, and appears to have recovered the Royal favour to 
cerain extent 
; yyun_ yas one of the principal supporters of the Republican movement 
in 1024, and is suid to have appropriated to himeelf a lange, part of the funds 
put at his disposal for the realisation of that object, As President of the Majlis 
fe, was a succes, being, impartial and strict in upbolding the rules of the 
ie. He is undoubtedly an intelligent man, and has a very pleasant mai 
He knows a little French. * ies ‘ai 
He was recalled from Kerman in March 1931, and he appears to believe 
tbat one reason for his recall was, the fact that be was too friendly with 
Licutenant-Calone] Noel, then British consul. However, he appears to 
0 anti-British grievance on that score. ieee 
Retarned to politics on the fall of Reza Shah; was Minister of Education 
in Feroughi’s Cabinet of 1941-49, and spoke eloquently. in favour of the 
Ariparcive treaty of 1049: Minister of Food after Farrukh in 1942; resigned in 
‘aly 1049, becoming a Minister of State, 
Minister of the Interior September 1943, and did well in running the 
elections. Bat was not included in the reshulled Cabinet of December 1948. The 
‘Russians, who for some reason are against him, seem to have secured his exclu 


224. Toheri, Dr. Hadi—Born at Yexd about 1888, Son of a mulla, Land. 
‘gwner and proprietor of various concerns at Yezd. A great rival of the Nawwab 
family of Yezd. Elected to the Majlis on various occasions, and hus served as 
President of the Financial Commission of the Majlis. In the 13th Majlis was 
‘one of the vice-presidents and was considered one of the leading members of the 
Majlis. Served on the Committee of the Anglo-Lranian Relief Fund, 1943, and 
Was helpful in providing local knowledge, Was largely responsible for the succexs 
of Seyyid Ziaed-Din in the Yexd elections of 1943, thereby incurring the dislike 
and distrust of the Shab. Very friendly to ux. Accnsed of various. peculaLions 
fat Yeud, but nothing has been proved, and he is considered one of the most solid 
‘and reliable Deputies. 


225, Tajbakhsh, Mehdi Quii—Born about 1885, A Tehrani, and a land. 
owner in the districts of Malayir and Sultanabad. A military officer, Was on 
service against the Bakhtiaris in 1929. Commanding the Mixed Independent 
Brigade of Luristan 1991-92. Acting military governor of Luristan 1934, 
Governor-General of Mukran (Baluchistan, Zabul and Zahedan), January 1998 
to December 1937, when summoned to Tehran. Rank: brigadier (1998). Acting 
Director General of Agriculture. October 1998, to, Devember 038, Again 
commanding Laristan 1042, but did not succeed in apprebending the murderers 
of Harris and Grifiths 

‘Sensible, able, energetic and sociable. 

Relieved of his command December 1942 aud retired from the army 
September 1943, 

226, Tagizadeh, Hasson—Born in ‘Tabtit about 1880, the son of a 
wreacher. He was educated in his native town, and used to haunt the 
ler’ shops, where be showed great eagernees to acquire knowledge, In 

is eariy youth be was an ardeat Nationalist, and was connected with the 
Nationalist movement in Persia from the beginning. Ho was elected to the first 
torm of the Majlis and was one of its most prominent members, Mohammad Ali 
Shab hated and feared him, and, when the Shah made a coup d’Btat in 1908 
jzadeh took refuge in His Majesty's Legation. ‘The 

deb 
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which was set up to decide on the Government of the country. Went to Europe 
in 1910, He was elected in his absence to the third and fourth terms of the 
Majlis, but did not take his seat. He stayed in Europe and America during 
the whole period from 1914 to 1923, and was for years in Berlin, where he edites 
paper called Koveh. For publishing certain articles of an anti-Islamic natare 
ho was excommunicated by the Mujtehids. He negotiated the Perso-Soviet 
Commercial Treaty in Moscow in February 1921, and finally returned to Persia 
in 1024 “He was elected to the fifth term of the Majlis 1924-26, and to the 
sixth term in 1926. He visited America again in 1926 as Persian delegate to 
the Philadelphia Exhibition. Appointed Governor-General of Khorasan in 
January 1929; he was recalled in May and appointed Persian Minister in 
London, where he remained until April 1990, when he returned to Persia and 
became Minister of Roads and Communications. In August 1930 be was 
appointed Minister of Finances, in addition. 

Taqizadeh is a well-bred man, and has travelled extensively. He is no 
longer so notably popular as he was in the early days of the Constitution, and 
tho years have tempered his excessive energy and zeal, His speeches i th 
Majlis inarked him as a man of common sense and moderation, and were in sharp 
contrast to the utterances of the former fiery young Nationalist 

‘Tagizadeh fell from grace in September 1983, for reasons which are obscure 
‘Tho Shah is sald to have suspected him of intrigue vith Majlis members in 
connexion with the purchase of gold. He was, however, soon reemployed, as he 
proceeded to Paris as Minister in December 1933 

Recalled from Paris in August 1934, bat obtained prolonged leave of absence 
‘and did not return to Persia, Appointed Tranian representative at the Congress 
of Orientalists at Rome in September 1995, But an article which he wrote for 
tho official Journal of the Ministry of Public Instruction, in which he said the 
revision of the Persian language must proceed gradually and without the use of 
oreo, annoyed the Shah and cansed the suppression of the paper. 

ie in married to. German, and talke German fluently." fe speaks English 
and French less wol 

Appointed Minister in London by Feroughi 1941, and has been suggested as 
Prime Minister on more than one occasion since then, bat he has always preferred 
tostay in London, Became ambassador in 1044 


297. Vakili, Ali—Born about 1897 at Tabriz. Started as a carpet-merchant 
and general exporter of produce. Was sole agent for Dr, Ross's lite pills, from 
which he derived considerable profit, Has also managed the Cinema Sepah at 
Tehran. He still has the agency for certain American products 

A Depmty for Tebran in the tenth Majlis. Member of the municipal council 
for Tehran. “Director of the Central Company, which imports cars, &c. 

An energetic person; a protégé of Davar, the late Minister of Finance. 

_, 225. Valatubar, Abol Fath, KBE. (Hiskmat-nd-Dovleh, previously named 
Dida)-—A member of the Tabitabai family of Tabriz. Born about 1885. A 
chamberlain of Muzaffar-ed-Din Shah when the latter was Crown Prince residing 
in Tabriz, Private secretary to Mohammad Ali Shah before be came to the 
throne, abd continued in that post till 1909. An open enemy of the Nationalists 
Governor of Resht in 1915. “Minister of War 1916-17, Governor of Kerman 
1918-19. Minister of the Interior 1920. Imprisoned by Seyyid Zia. Governor, 
General of Khorasan May 1024; resigned the next year owing to differences 
ith the military anthortin 

Has owned large properties near Tabriz, but has spent most of his substance. 
Speaks French. 

Living quietly in Tehran 1943, Made a pilgrimage to Kerbela early in the 
year. Aspired to employment, ina saitable post at Court, and attained an 
Appointment as a kind of chamberlain at the Conrt in 1943. 

A respectable old-timer who helped us during the 1914-18 war and received 
a KBE. He took no part in politics during Reza Shah's reign and is too old to 
do much now, 

229. Vasigi (Vassighi), Sedig (Sadegh).—Born in 1898 at Tabriz, but of a 
Mazanderan family. ‘Employed for many years in the Department of Commerce 
of the Ministry of Public Works, and in the Ministry of Commerce since the 
former ministry was divided up. Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce 
until April 1935, when be became Acting Minister on the dismissal of M. Ala 

He has paid several visite to Europe, notably to Germany when the Clearing 
Agreement. with that country was negotisted in 1985, and to Moscow in 1939, 
when the question of renewing the Russo-Iranian Trade Agreement arose. Head 


of Agricultural Bank in 1042, but was removed to make room for one of Qawwara- 
as-Saltaneh's political nominees. Member of the board of the Tran Insurance 
Company February 1943. Head of Mortgage Bank December 1943, Secretary of 
the Perso-Soviet Cultural Relations Committee February 1944 

Educated in ‘Teliran at the Ecole Polytechnique (Dar-ul-Funon), and speaks 
French and English. 

230. Vossug, Hassan, G.0.B. (Vossug-ed-Dowleh)—Born about, 1868. Bogan 
his career in the Ministry: of Finance. Elected a Deputy to the fret, and 
second terms-of the Majlis, and. in 1909 chosen to be a member of the 
Nationalist Committee, which directed the ailairs of State after the abdication 
of Mohammad Ali Shab. His first Cabinet appointment was a8 Miniser of 
Justice in October 1909, In the following mouth he became Minister of Finance, 
but resigned in July 1910. In July 1911 he became Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Again Minister for Forvign Affairs in January 1013, he left for Europe in Juue 
of the same year, Minister for Foreign Affairs, July-August 1914, and Minister 
of Finance, August-December 1915, Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, August 1916 to May 1917. Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
from August 1913 to June 1920. Negotiated the Anglo-Persian Convention of 
1919.” Visited Europe in June 1920, and only returned to Persia at the beginning 
of 1926. Appointed Minister of Finance in June 1926, but resigned in November 
to take his seat in Parliament, Elected as a Deputy from Teban to the seventh 
term of the Majlis 1925-90, Appointed President of the new "" Academy" far 
the revision of the Persian language, December 1035, 

‘Aman of great ability and character. Ho became unpopular over the Anglo- 
Persian Convention, but, alter a most able and convincing defence of his acts as 
Prime Minister during the period 1918-20 before the Majlis, he regained a large 
‘measure of popularity. Still has some bitter enemies, who seem to have prevented 
him from acquiring the favour of Reza Shah, 

Went to Europe for a serious operation 1940; survived it, and is now 
reported to be living in Switzerland (1943), unable to return to Persia; he was 
appointed ambassador to Turkey by his brother Qawam-es-Saltanch in 1942, but 
‘could not proceed. 

Speaks French fluently, also a little English, 

231, Yezdan Penah, General Murteza—Born about 1891; son_of Mirza 
Ali Akbar, # small shopkeeper in the village of Serdasht, In, 1007 Murtezn 
‘Kan entered ‘the, Comacke Uadot Sioa "Teeived hi coriation i 1012, 
showed strong pro-Rassian sympathies, ad consequently gained rapid promotion 
Made Heatetehe-<olonal in 1010 and colonel in 1920. ‘bu ‘ing the whole of hie 
service he was intimate with Reza Khan, and accompanied hit on the march to 
Tehran in February 1021 which culminated in the coup @°Etat. Was promoted 
general and given command of the Central Division, Yn Jaly 1927 he fell {rom 
Yevonr, anid was put under arrest for a thort tine for’ an unktiown, reason 
Whatever tho sispicions against him ere, they appear {0 have been 
‘unsubstantiated, Tor he wae released very son.” In the autumn of 1928 he was 

jpointed inspector of the gendarmerie, but was superseded in 1930 and left 
Wilhoat any active command. 

Murteza Khan was always regarded until 1997 as a very loyal supporter of 
Reza Shab, but after his arrest in 1927 he appeared to have lost confidence in 
Reza Shah. He is active, intelligent, ambitions, and a strict disciplinarian. His 

itary ideas and his general education are very limited, bot he has shown 
fexiey to learn. He ie'not popular amongst the troops, but in feared and 
Feepecied, - Holds aloof trom foreigners, and is a strong opponent of foreign 
interference in Persia. 

Inspector of Infantry in 1932, Commandant of Tehran Cadet College, 1933. 

‘On the fall of Reza Shah, Murteza Khan came again to the fore, He soon 
hecaine Chief of the General Staff, and gradually worked as. loyal supporter of 
the young Shab, "On the appointment of Amir Ahmedi as Minister of War in 
1943 it became apparent that the two could not work together, and Murteza's 
epartment became quite separate from that of the Minister of War; in fact, the 
Sliah took to giving orders to the Chief of the Staff without the knowledge of the 
Tesponsible Minister. Murteza took two months’ leave in June 1943, but was soon 
appointed commander of the Tehran garrison. On the whole, was 1 disappoint- 
‘Ment, and was suspected of having sold himself to the Germans. 

‘Speaks Russian ond has a Russian wife. 

Appointed Adjatant-General to the Shah autumn 1943. Member of the 
Perso-Soviet Cultural Relations Committee February 1944. 
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282 Zakidi, Fastullah (Basir-i-Dican)—Born in Hamadan aboot 1883. His 
father was for many years in charge of the late Nasir-ul-Mulk's property at 
Hamadan. Joined the Constitutional movement and was wounded. Joined the 
Cossacks and thus came into contact with Reza Khan, under whom he served. 
Rose to the rank of general in 1021. Commanded the troops at Shiraz in 1922 
Tn 1924 commanded the troops sent to Khuzistan, and helped to arrest the Sheikh 
‘of Mohanmerah in 1925. ‘Transferred to Resht in 1926, where he commanded the 
Northern Tudependent Brigade. Recalled to Tehran December 1928, Commanded 
the Road Guards 1929. Arrested and degraded for neglect of duty in 1929. Soon 
after he was pardoned and reinstated. “Chiet of police 2991." Relieved of this 
post after a few months owing to the escape of some prisoners from 
jsmissed from the army in 1931. ‘Turned his attention to business and 

1 partner in the ‘ Kazadema” Ford agency. Reinstated in the rank of general 
1932 and made A:D.C.to the Shah, Member of the Iranian commercial delegation 
to Russia in April 1935, and subsequently visited Central Eu 

‘More of a politician than a soldier, Made a good deal of money in Kbuzistan 
Boing capable of generosity he was not unpopular with the troops under his 
command, 

Married the daughter of Hussein Pirnia (Mo'tamen-ul-Mulk) in 1927 

Commanded troops at Isfahan 10942, and k charge of all 

tments of Government; proof was found that he was working with the 
Germans, and he was arrested by British troops and taken out of Persia in the 
autumn of 1942, 


239, Zand, Fbrahim (Ebrohim)—Born about 1300. Educated at the Cadet 
College at St. Petersburg. ‘Then sent to study law in France, where he was 
contemporary and friend of Jawad Amery. Towards the ead of the last war 
became an dctive member of the Musawat party in Azerbaijan, and in 1919 
became a member of the short-lived Azerbaijan Government. After its fall he 
went buck to France, and a few years after returned to Persia, where Davart 
employed him in the Ministry of Justice as an adviser. He was subsequent 

transferred to the Ministry of Finance, and in 1938 became a member of the board 
of the National Bank. On the appointment of A. H. Ebtehaj as director of that 
bank he left the bank and was employed at Court as Comptroller of the Royal 

ccounts, Minister of War in Soheily’s third Cabinet, December 1943. 

Married to tho sister of Farajullah Babramy. Speaks Russian extremely 
well, probably better than Pervian. A harraless but weak man, who has not 
suoceedted in making hix mark in either politics, law or banking, and has obtained 
the post of Ministor of War in order that he should enable others to run that 
Ministry. 

BiH, Zanjani, Hustin—A native of Zinjan. whose former family name was 
Qizilbash. “Second Secretary at Constantinople 1924-23, Tn the Treaty Depart- 
ment ofthe Ministey for Foreign Affairs, 1026-91, Secretary at Warsayy, 1931-34, 
‘and in London, 1994-87. Retraneferred to Warsaw, May 1987, and recalled to 
‘Tehran to be Acting Chief of the Third Political Department of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs (dealing, inter alia, with Great Britain), November 1937, At 
Genova, August 1988 to October 1989, studying League of Nations organisation, 
guployed sn the Inapection, Department, Ministry for Foreign Aus, October 
1959, 

Consul at Basra at the end of 1942, 

Speaks French and eome English, Has an Armenian wife Agreeable, 
‘hough slightly clammy. 


285, Zarghami, Azizullah—Born in Telran about 1882 Educated in 
Persia. Joined the gendarmerie under Swedish officers in 1911 and has been 
serving in that force of the army ever since | Commanding offeer of the Road 
Guards since April 1030. Officiating Chief of the General Staff in August 1934. 
with the rank of major-general. Chief of General Staff 1938. Retired in 
November 1041. 

‘A deeply religious, well-educated and capable officer. 


employed in. the Mi 
In 1923 and 11 


ug 


subsequently posted to Washington. where he spent more than a year as 
Secretary 10 the Persian Legation, He was recalled to Tebran in about 1027, 
and served in tho Ministry of Justice for a time under Davar, at the time when 
the Ministry was being fundamentally reformed. He was for a time a judge of 
the Cour de Cassation. He then was transferred to the Ministry of the Interior, 
where he was serving as Under-Secretary when the Minister of the, Interior, 
Mirza Ali Khan Mansur, was transferred to the Ministry of Roads on the 
26th Jannary, 1933. From thenceforward he served as Acting Minister of the 
Interior until Feroughi's Cabinet was formed in September 1933, 

‘A charming man to meet. Speaks English and French. At the Ministry of 
Justice earned a reputation for severity, which was no doubt needed. 

Proceeded to England as commissioner of the Persian Government with the 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company in December 1933, with his wife and two children. 
Honorary counsellor to the legation in London 1937. 

Returned. to Persia December 1940, Under-scorotary at the Ministry of 
Justice from 1941. Has always been helpful in settling cases and giving advice 
‘on points of Persian law. On Hikmat’s resignation from Soheily's Cabinet in 
‘Tune 1943, became Acting Minister of Justice, bat on the appointment of Sadr 
‘ax Minister returned to the post of Under-Secretary. 





(B 2195 /180/38) No. 11 
ir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Received 6th April.) 


Tehran, 20th Mareh, 1944 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 121 of the 26th March, 1043 
the honour to tranunit herewith a review of the principal events affecting our 
nteresta in Persia during 1943. 
ney aan indebted to Mr. Holman for the political sections, to Colovel 
Macann, Mr. Iliff, Major-General Fraser, Air Commodore Runciman, Mr. Trott, 
Mr. Cumberbatch, Major Savidge, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Bingley and Colonel Ross 
for contributions regarding their respective spheres, and to Mr. Somers Cocks 
for co-ordinating the report. 
eat cnding copies of this despatch to hie Excellency the Viceroy of 
India and to the Minister Resident in the Middle East. 
T have, de. 
(for the Ambassador 
JS. SOMER 


Jesure 


Report on Political Events of 1043. 


Anglo-Persian Relations, 
1. Daring 1943 Persian cabinets came and went in gloomy procession with 
little to distinguish them from each other in composition and quality. | Each 
hore the traces to a remarkable degree of those three well-known, Persian 
characteristics. dishonesty, inefficiency and inertia, The more the political 
pack was shuflied and reshuffled, the more drab the lands became without even 
the appearance of a joker to break the mouotony and enliven the scene. | For 
practically the whole year the destinies of the country were in the hinds of 
i ily, that prince of indecision and champion political tight-rope walker, 
and it wag therefore with im as Prine Minister and his companions that all 
fur official business had tobe transacted. For Anglo-Persian relations it was not 
an entirely happy year, though far easier than its predecessor. ‘Tho Persian ship of 
State weathered many’ storms in an ihexplicable manner and at the close of the 
oyage had reached comparatively calm water. ‘This may bode well for the 
Tatuse, but ina country like Persia it is better to refrain from reckless 
PPE times of pence Persia has 8 special interest and importance fo 
but war has multiplied the importance of those interests out of all recognition 
in view of the widespread responsibilities, both direct and indirect, now placed 
tn the shoulders of ourselves and our Allies. At present Persia. constitutes 
first and foremost the vital supply line for carrying aid to Russia and, although 
the operation of the Trans-Iranian railway was transferred on the Ist April 
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to the American military authorities, responsibility for the'security of the rail- 
way as well as for that of the other lines of communications req rea for military 
supplies from the south remained vested in the British military forces. In 
bean} the aso cs a susie from tribal and other disturbances 
provided our troops with a furtber heay msibility. Persia, too, is perhaj 
the only country: in which Anglo-Soviet-American taterests meet in an acute 
form and, if not carefully handled, are liable to clash. A spanner thrown into 
the Allied machinery by an artful Persian may do untold arm. It is in the 
light of these considerations and of the inherent weakness of the structure of 
the Persian State that our policy in this country during the last year should 
be judged. As is well known, the Persian economy has, under war conditions, 
failed to carry unaided the burden which it has been ealled to shoulder in the 
economic, financial, military and other spheres, and in order to carry out 
sficicatly our vital” war "responsibilities here, we aud. our Allies wore 
forced into # considerable measure of interference in many branches of 
the Persian Administration, which we should naturally have preferred to avoid. 
Further, as the success of our war effort depends to such an extent on calm 
and stability wp game the country, that measure of interference which had 
taken shape in 1943 was necessarily developed and extended in the year under 
review, For instance, the complete inability of the Persian Government to 
maintain order in large areas of the south, which will be dealt with tore fully 
in another section of this despatch, compelled us at one time to provide military 
protection for convoys on the Bushire-Shiraz-Isfahan road, whilet lator the 
presence of Germans with the Qashgai tribes, which constituted a potential 
danger of sabotage to the Trans-Iranian railway and the oilfields, called for 
similar intervention, for lawlessness and insecurity could not fail to affect out 
vital interests. At'the end of the year a measure of peace bas been. restored 
and that was our principal immediate consideration. Again, under. wat 
conditions tho outcome of the general elections could not be without interest to 
‘ug, Consular officers wore accordingly instructed to encouraye and support those 
elements that appeared to be hovest abd animated by publi epieit 

3, “Getealy speaking: oor policy in the ean eld was Uo concentrate 
on inoreasing our contribation to the welfare of the Persian people to the greatest 
‘extent consistent with the carriage of the necessary supplies to Russia’ ‘The 
Principal element in the promotion of their welfare could only be internal 
reform, which we encouraged to the best of our ability, and the reorganisation, 
af the provision and the distribution of essctial gona. “Comequently, wben 
Dr. Millspaugh arrivéd in Persia in February as Administrator General of 
Finances, in order to cope with the chaotic financial situation, and pressed for 
wide powers to control prices, reorganise the system of taxation and balance 
the budget, &c,, he had our fullest backing in all his ineasures,. Similarly, every 
occasion was taken by us to support the American advisers in other  b 
of the Administration i the hgpe that te Tatoare might bring me’ enc 
to the departments concerned. ‘Throughout the year cereals, transport and civil 
supplies presented serious problems. ‘There again, all our eflorts were directed 
towards alleviating distress as far as the yeneral war sitvation would permit 
‘The full quota of wheat was imported under our Food Aj mut of 1942; 
British Consuls and Consular Liaison Officers continued to work at high pressure 
in the provinees to ensure the collection of the Government sbare of the grain 
crop; and at the close of the year the British army averted a shortage of wheat 
vw Tebran by transporting seme 10,000 tons of wheat from Kermanshah 
Hamadan to raidhead, An Allied Road Transport Board was set up and Lease. 
Land lorries were supplied, and in this way a semblance of organisation: was 
introduced into the civil transport system. Tn addition, steps were taken to 
increase the supply of consumer goods, particularly from India, and to allocate 
additional tonnage for civil supplies on the Trave-Tranian railway. On. the 
financial side the acute shortage of currency notes was eased by the arrival of 
considerable consignments from the United Kingdom. ‘The Anglo-Tranian Oil 
Company, too, assisted Dr. Millspaugh by making advances to the Persian 
Gorernnént on the off royalties payable in 7048/4, z 

4 All the measures which we and our American Allies took to alleviate 
the lot of the poorer classes and to establish some order in the co pt and 
fntiguated machine of Government aroused the most bitter opposition. fro 
Persian vested interests both in. the Majlis and elsewhere ‘Unfortunately, 

ititade is a quality which is lacking in the Persian make-up. Economic 
Lines ‘was almost invariably ascribed to British inefficiency and machiavellian 
intentions ‘This campaign undovbtedly had’ a’ deplorable’ effect on. our 
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Popularity and it unfortunately acquired some show of justification when, at 
the beginning of the year, owing to the unforeseen interruption of the rail 

traffic and other causes for which the British were not responsible, Tehran w 
threatened with a serious shortage of oil. ‘The public had naturally been greatly 
influenced by the fulminations of the press at our expense, which for long periods 
Were allowed to continue their campaigns unchecked by the Government 
ese attacks might have become even more violent if it had not been for our 
Victories in the various theatres of war. Fortunately, towards the end of the 
year. with Persia's declaration of war on Germany and her adberence to the 
United Nations, and the issue of the Tehran Declaration, the position returned to 
normal and there was little to complain of in the attitude of the press. Tt was 
fat Limes rather galling that Soviet Russia, having done little or nothing to help 
the Persian economy and at times haying even acted in a manner detrimental 
to vital Persian interests, should remain immune from attack. The Persian 
attitude, however, towards Russia remains one of deep respect based on fear. 
Russians because thoy 


would thereby incur and what advantages ahe would secure. An agreed reply hy 
the three Governments was in due course returned to the general effect thal 
(a) Persia would on entering into a state of ith one or more of the Axis 
Powers become eligible for adherence to the Declaration of the United Nations, 
(®) sach adherence would not entail for Persia additional economic or military 
obligations, and (¢) Persia would enjoy the benefits of full partnership with the 
thirty-two United Nations, and wonld have equal rights with them to participate 
in the appropriate conferences connected with the peace sottlement. 

6. On the Sth September war was officially detiared on Germany, aud Persia 
finally adbered to the Declaration of the United Nations on the 14th Soptomber. 
Up to that time Persia had really been an unwilling and purely nominal ally 
However, the actual declaration of war, while not altering the situation funda- 
mentally, produced a: psychological change in the Persian people, considerably 
strengthened the position and prestige of the Goverument, and provided it with & 
ready-made justification for taking strong action against Axis sympathisers. Tn 
fact Persia felt that she had at last become a full-blown ally. ‘The news was well 
received by the Majlis and the press, and gave intense satisfaction to tho Shak, 
‘who had always been keen on clover participation in the war, though for reasons 
of hig own connected with the morale and equipment of the army. It waa anly the 
relatives of those serving in the army who bewailed the event, fearing that their 
menfolk would be called upon forthwith to proceed on active service 

7. Tt was not long before Persia figured in the limelight again, althongh to « 
minor degree. The Secretary of State passed through Tehran in October on his 
way to the Moscow Conference. Considerable interest and even apprehonsion was 
aronsed in official circles, as it was feared that independent decisions might be 
Laken at the expense of ‘Persia. As it turned out, the British and American 
Representatives were unable owing to Soviet opposition to secure agreement on the 
ise of a declaration which would have reassured Persia as to tho intentions of 
the Allies. On their return journey to Tehran the American delegation informed 
the Persian Government that during the Conference the Rassians hud repeatedly 
declared their intention to execute the provisions of the Tripartite Treaty of 
12. This gave general satisfaction and relief. According to the British 
records of the meetings, however, it would have heen more accurate to say that the 
Soviet delegation considered reaffiemations of the 
Persian Government had complete confidence in the 


Tehran Conference. 
8. For Persia all other events of the year were overshadowed by the historic 
Tehran Conference, which was attended by President Roosevelt, Marshal Stalin 
and Mr. Churchill and their stafis, and lasted from the 27th 
2nd December. ‘The meeting, which passed off without a hitch, excited the 
interest and Hattered the vanity of the Shah, the Government and the whole 
Ration, in that Tehran had been chosen as the seat of such an important 
conference, For reasous of security the strictest measures in regard to secrecy 
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had to be observed, and the news of the impending arrival of President Roosevelt 
and Mr. Churchill was only communicated to the Persian Government a very short 
time in advance, In the case of Marshal Stalin, longer notice was given by the 
Soviet Embassy without our knowl “This veil of secrecy, which virtually 
prevented official visits and entertainment, caused. some slight resentment. and 
Uisappointment to the Shah and the Persian Government. It was quickly 
dissipated, however, by the issue of the Anglo-Soviet—American Declaration. 

t Wren the Secretary of State called on the Persian Prime Minister on the 
‘20th Novombor, the latter stated that Tehran was expecting that some communiqué 
relating to Persia would appear as a result of the conference, and suggested the 
fines on which such a communiqué should be based. \ similar appeal was made to 
Mr. Churchill by the Shah. The Persian Government clearly knew that the British 
fand the Arericans were both sympathetic, and that all that was required was to 
Secure the aswnt of the Russians. In. the cordial atmosphere prevailing, their 
fassont was secured without difficulty, and a Declaration was eventually. issued 
(a) recognising the assistance given by Persia in the war effort, (2) agreeing to 
continue economic assistance to Persia, (¢) expressing readiness to give full 
Consideration to any’ ecovomic problems coatrunting Versa a the end of the war 

nd (2) confirming the independence and territorial integrity of Persia. This 

Decliration whick naturally added to the prestige of the Sbah and the Prime 
Minister, gave Persia all that sho bad asked for and was hailed by the nation as 
the first dcoaxion on which a country had been given such a guarantee by the three 
Great Powers. : 

10. It was in tho course of the Conference that took place, both the handing 
over by Mr. Churchill of the Stalingrad sword to Marshal Stalin at. the Soviet 
Embassy, and the celebration on the 30th November of Mr, Churchill's 00th 
birthday by a dinner party n the dining room of the British Legation in the 
prosenco of President felt and Marshal Stalin, _Thowe historic events rerved 
To reflect the close apirit of friendship and cordiality pervading the whole 
atmoaphero of the Tehran meeting, 


Iutian-Persion Retations refer H 

11, _Intho spring of 1943 the Persian Government expressed a desire to seus 
aaTrado Represetative to 1 to develop comercial relations between 
the two countris f India and Hix Excellency, 
M. Allahyar Saioh, a former Persian Ministor of Finance, left Persin in November 
for Bombay, where he has set up hix headquarters as Persion Trade Comminsioner 


‘eration by the Government of 
Indian Trade Commissioner to 


Community an this country with epecial 
roforence to anti-firitish and pro. ities. Awa result of Major 
report on his return to Tndi jernment of India requested that the 
Government be asked to withdraw the permis de séjour of eight Indians. The 
Persian Government agroed to do so and the Tndiane were artested under the 
Defence of India Act as they crossed the Tndo-Persian fronticr. As a sequel to 
this, the Government of India are sending Major Naqvi back to Tehran, where he 
‘Will be attached to, the consulate ax a temporary measure in order to continue, 
Nader the supervision of the Additional Counsellor, his study of the Indian 
Community in Persia. Hie first duty will be to cultivate the better types of 
Tndinn, and consider in what ways they can best be helped—whether in trade 
attra, army, contracts or-in any legitimate grieeanees they may have against 
Parsian olcinls or others. At the sane time he. will keep & watch for pro-Axis 

ti-British activities on the part of India « 
or, Towards the ead of the year the Government of India extended an 
invitation to the Persian Government, through His Majesty's Legation, to send a 
xual Cultural Mission to visit a number of Indian Universities, Tt was 
Contemplated that the tour should begin and end with a few days in Delhi and take 
approximately a. month in all. The Government of India. have offered to be 
responsible for all accommodation and travelling arrangements and expenses from 
the moment the Mission reached Delhi till itlett Delhi at the end of the tour 

15... The Government of India, on being asked for a contribution of cloth ta 
the Anglo-Tranian Relief Fund, made a generous gift of Rs. 50,000 worth of 
thick and thin cloth suitable for winter and summer clothing for mew and women. 
‘Acthe end of the year the cloth was on its way to Zahidan from India. 
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Soviet Interests. 

16. Soviet policy in Persia remained during 1943 somewhat of an enigms 
Officially it was based on strict non-interference in Persian internal affairs; that 
was invariably the attitude adopted by the Soviet Embassy whenever they were 
approached for their views or concerted action on any issues which happened to 
arise during the year. Their real intentions were difficult to fathom, and it may 
be that they hid not clearly made up their minds nboat long-term policy in this 

zy. From the short-term point of view it was clear, however, that they were 

iously preparing the ground by all forms of propaganda, pressure and quiet 
interference to serve their interests as circumstances might laicr require. In spite 
‘of these difficulties and the nataral language barrier this legation mado every 
effort to work in the closest harmony with the Soviet authorities and to give them 
no cause for complaint, but unfortunately the Soviet. Embassy seemed quite 
incapable of acting without clear-cut instructions from Moscow, and in any case 
the views of the embassy often, carried little weight, when the interests of the 
Soviet army or other authorities were directly concerned. At Limes there was a 
surprising lack of frankness and candour in questions which concerned the Allied 
war eflort in Persia, and any move on our part was invariably viewed with deep 
suspicion, IL was only in cases where "’ Aid to Russia "und § 
demanded some measure of Allied collaboration that the Soviet 
more willingness to co-operate. (For instance, the 
with us over the arrest of the Persian suspects in A\ 

iatters which arise out of the fact that Tehran ts the junction point of the 
British and Russian air spheres). ‘The absence of « Soviet Ambassador for many 
months of the year did not render our task any more easy, but fortunately the 
Vielories in the Mediterranean, and later the miore cordial atmosphere generated 
'y the Moscow and Tehran conferences, were necessarily reflected in. varying 

logre in the attitude of the Soviet authorities in Persia 

17. The Soviet authorities have continued to. show particular interest in 
Central and Southern Persia and increasing suspicion of British and American 
policy. For instanco, a Soviet scientific expedition toured. Southern Porsia at 
the beginning of the year, whilst Soviet consular officers have increawd their 
activities, particularly at Kermanshah, in connexion with politionl, economic 
‘and tribal conditions in various parts of Persia. The Soviet authorities have 
‘constantly asked for information aboot road and aerodrome contruction by the 
British army and our troop movements in Eastern Persia and have gradnally 
extended. their military posts southwards. On the other hand they, for their 
part, have refused to issue passes to British military personnel to visit places 
where Russian troops are stationed, unless they are satisficd that thoit journey 
is directly concerned with the furtherance of aid to Ruskin, of to agree to & 
British liaison officer residing at Tabriz, This attitude of suspicion, which is 
characteristic and hardly surprising in view of past history, has been ‘much 
‘increased by the support which we have consistently given’ to the American 
advisers in this country. No doubt. a deep-seated fear exists that the influence 
of the Americans in the administration of the Government will in some way of 
ater react adversely on Rusia, eg by producing some semblance of oda out 
of the existing chaos, There is little doubt that the Soviet Embassy ate working 
‘against the American advisers, Other for suspicion are our alle 
‘support of Seyyid Zia, who returned to Persia in October. ‘The reason for this 
attitude is not entirely clear, as he has never been associated with anti-Soviet 
Policy: in fact, it was during his premiership that the Anglo-Persian Agreement 
of 1810 was rejected, The strong campaign lanched against him was presumably 
based on the fact that he had li in Palestine and was therefore 
regarded as an instrument of British Imperialism. 

18. As was to be expected, the Soviet Embassy took an exceptionally keen 
interest and part in the general elections. The ground was well prepared. as 
closer contact by: the Persians with the Russians, their discipline and morale 
and their sympathy for the lower classes had greatly affected. preconceived ideas 
of the Soviet system. They began to be looked upon as the champions of the 

pressed and as possible supporters of revolntion against the present rulin, 

d The Tudeh or Left party was undoubtedly inspired. and supported 
financially and otherwise by the Soviet authorities, however much they may deny 
this. Although the election results must have been. rather disappointing to the 
Russians, they managed to secure the return of a few Tudeh candidates in the 
north, who will be more or less subservient to their views. The Tabriz elections, 
when completed, will probably include more Soviet protégés. ‘The bogy of a 
large Soviet party in the Majlis has not materialised. 
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19, Soviet propaganda has been extremely active. Large increases in 
‘cultural activities, flins and exhibitions have been noticeable. AS a counterblast 
pethaps to the military hospital which we opened in Tehran for Persian typhus 
patients, the Russians offered to place their military services at the disposal of 
the Fersan health service for preventing the spread of epidemics. | In addition, 
4 well-equipped Russian hospital was opened in Tehran, though it does not cater 
exclusively, or even mainly, for the poor. ‘Their main weapon of propaganda, 
however, has heen the press, and certain organs are known to be the mouthpiece 
of the Soviet Embassy, especially in their campaigns against Seyyid Zi. 

20. It is in economic issues that co-operation with the Soviet Embassy has 
proved particularly difficult. ‘The cereal shortage at the beginning of the year 
was doe largely to the failure of the northern zone to make that contribution in 

rain which, as the most fertile part of Persia, it might have been expected to 
do, and had in fact always done hitherto. It is difficult to decide to what extent 
this was due to a definite Russian prohibition and to what extent to Russian 
acquiescence—unlike the active co-operation with the Persian authorities which 
we showed in the south—in the slackness of the landowners and the officials 
Both factors were present; and the Russians made a virtue out of their aati: 
social attitude, for they fostered the absurd opinion that if there was more food 
in the north than in the south, this was because the Russians were more generous 
than the British to the Persian population, Owing to shortage of wheat, the 
‘bread issued in Telran at the controled price remained poor in quality for the 
fet two or threw months of the year. but the quality was just boginaing 19 
improve with the arrival of the first consignments of the 25,000 tone of wheat 
promised to Persia by the British and American Governments in the provious 
year, when the Soviet Govornment, without consulting the British or Americans 
(who, of course, had kept them fully informed of the progress of their negotiations 
of the previous year and had even miggested that Russia should sign the wheat 
agreement even if only ax a gesture) suddenly announced that they would supply 
25,000. tons of wheat for Persia. The Supply Department suggested that the 
Soviet Government should not take from Azerbaijan the 6,000 tons of wheat 
they had induced the Persian Government to sell them and should reduce by 
that amount the wheat to be supplied from Russia, but this would have reduced 
tho: publicity yalne of the Soviet offer and the sanctimonious reply was given 
that this was impossible as the whole of the 25,000 tons from Rassia wax meant 
for the poor of Tehran. In spite of this the British aud American representatives 
mado further attempts after the 1943 harvest to seeure Russian co-operation in 
he matiar of rain, supplies for. Tehran and other lange towns.” The Soviet 
Ambassador declared that the Soviet authorities would not need! any wheat (they 
continued, however, to collect the arreary of the 5,000 tons for which they had 
contracted, ax well as. the rest of the 15,000 tonx of barley). Later they even 
admitted that the north ought to contribute 40,000 tons for the feeding of the 
rest of Persia, atid promised to assist in tho earringe of this grain, both by rail 
and, where necessary, by the back-londing of motor lorries working der 
Transovtrans. By the end of the year one-fifth of this programme had been 
fulfilled and the prospects for its complete execution were poor. 

A, The Soviet policy of aloofness applied in the same way to transport 
and civil supplies. Wishing no daabt to escape responsibility, as well a¥ to 
remain free from its regulations, the Soviet authorities did not keep their 

te in the activities of the Allied Road Transport. Board, 


(often direct to merchants) in an attempt to obtain riale and 

rade tegardlesa of Middle Rast Sapply Centre and Persian 

me cases Soviet action entailed a serious burden for the Persian 

‘economy, as, for instance, the Soviet-Persian Financial Agreement. which was in 

much less generous terms than our own, and the Munition Factories Agreement 

for the supply of rifles, &o. to the Soviet Government under such conditions that 

‘only Joss could acerie to Persia. At the end of the year no price hud even been 
fixed by the Russians for the payment of munitions supplied, 

22, Russian influence with the Shah has increased to a noticeable degree 
‘nce the appointment of General Razmara in October as Chief of the Shah's 
Military Cabinet. This officer is known to te well disposed towards Russia 
and hostile to the American advisers, and be will no doubt be used by’ the 
Rassians to counteract Anglo-American influence. Further, at the time of the 
Tehran Conference, the Shah was deeply flattered by the vist paid to him by 
Marshal Stalin at the Palace, particularly in view of the sympathy which His 
Majesty felt that he had fonnd in the Marshal for his personal ambitions and 
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the security of his position as Shab. ‘Tho Russian offer of aircraft and tanks 
nade on that occasion flattered the weakness which the Shah shates with his 
father and predecessor for an army which looks impressive rather than for one 
‘ulapted to the neos of the country. It isnot surprising, therefore, that very 
soon afterwards the Shah removed from office the Ministers of War and Interior 
the only two strong men in the Cabinet, in. view of their stipposed anti-Russian 
Sows.” Stalin's advice in favour of strong personal rule and a large army” was 
strange, coming as it did from a person whose embassy was openly backiug the 
Tudeh party, whose members had hitherto been violently oppo to both.” 


American Interests, 


23. American advisers in the different branches of the Persian Adminis. 
tration played a prominent part during tho year and in spite of the coustant 
hetruction with which they were faced from vested intereste and other cirles 
succeeded in making considerable progress. Dr. Millspaugh arrived in February 
to take over the post of Administrator-General of Finances and gradually built 
up around him an American staff and organisation to enable him to cope with 
the chaotic state of the country in the financial and economic fields. ‘Transport, 
fuanoe, cereals and ther civil supplies all presented serious problens and ax the 
result of the co-operation eventually established between this legation and. the 
American authorities many obstacles were overcome and adequate organisations 
set up to deal with important issues. On all occasions the Amorican advinere 
could rely on our warm support and sympathetic understanding of their 
difficulties. 

34. Close contact was maintained by this Jegation with Mr. Sheridan, 
tho American Food Adviser, in his efforts to feed. the country, provide for the 
‘maximum possible collections for the next harvest, and secure funds and transport 
fo put his plans into effect, He had the benefit of our constant advice, and of 
‘our assistance in the provinces through the labours of our consular liaison 
‘officers, but he proved unequal to the task and in August he resigned. He. was 
replaced by Mr, Crawford as Chief of the Cereals and Broad Section. ‘The Allied 
Road Transport Board, with Anglo-American-Persian representation, which had 
been set up to remedy the defects in the Persian civil transport aystem and to 
supply lorries, de., tinder a system of control to. the Persian Road ‘Tranmport 
Department, worked harmoniously and in spite of disappointments, «id much to 
improve conditions. Mr. Birkle, head of the department, left in the «ummer, 
fand pending a permanent successor, was repli Mr. Vivian and the stafl 
‘was strengthened by the addition of several ‘he Anglo- 
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Government to vary the rate of exchange without prior consultation with His 
Majesty's Government 

27. An American-Persian Commercial Agreement was signed in Washington 
on the 8th April nab oak, 

28. Tn spito of the rather shifty and weak attitude of the United States 
Minister our relations with the United States Legation have, on the whole, been 
very satisfnctory, in fact, far more so than those existing between the United 
States Legation and their own military. ‘These have been marked by a distinct 
coldness aud have frequently been the subject of complaint to me by my United 
States colleague and of hints by the American General Officer Commanding. In 
a-country like Persia, where whole-hearted collaboration is all important in Allied 
interests, it is unfortunate that we have been unable to sectire more sincere 

n from Mr, Dreyfus. He left for America om leave after the Tehran 
Conference, and in bis absence Mr. Ford, the chargé d'affaires, has proved an 
ideal colleague, 


Polish Interests, 

29, A dual authority administered the Polish refugees from the Soviet 
Union, On the Polish side was the Polish Civil Delegation directly dependent 
‘on the Polish Ministry of Labonr and Seeial Welfare in London. On the British 
sido wax a nmall organisation act up by the Middle Bast Relief Refugee 
Anwoeiation, Cairo, at the instance of the Minister of State. 

40,. ‘The opening of the year found an acute sitaation among the refugees 

Persin there remained a total of about 24,000 (not 22,000, as stated in last 

review) of whom 15,600, including $00 sick, wore in camps near Tehran, 

00 wore in Isfahan (including 1,700 children), 3300 were in Ahwaz, S60 were 

in hoapital and 2,000 were living in Tohran itself, Those figures did, however, 

reptesont a small resluction on the maximum number of 25,706 which had existed 

in Octobor 142. ‘The number of nick alvo showed a reduction from a maximum 
of over 2,000 in September 1042. 

BL. There wore three main problems connected with the Polish refugees 
‘The first was economic; the acute shortage of wheat and certain other staple 
commodities in Persia was used by many malevolent and irresponsible persons 
to blame the presonce of the Poles in Potsia for this state of affairs. Arrange. 
‘ments had beon made to import all the flour, tea and sugar which the Poles had 
beon using and which they wonld in future require and there was little oF no 
truth in these usseverations; such other items ax were required were available in 
the country without affesting the ordinary consumption of the Persian population 
With the diminution of the number of Poles to 9,500 hy the end of the year, this 
situation improved considerably. ‘The next problem wax political; here again 
illsmeanings agents used the presence of Poles as an excuse for attacking their 
British sponsors. These attacks have ceared, though there is no guarantee that 
Shey will ot be renewed. ‘The third problem was that of transport in spite of 
various considered programines involving tho apportionment of shipping for 
Polish needs, the problem of transporting the Poles overseas was always acute 
‘The number of ships available was nearly always much less than had been 
expected: at the same time the necessity for keeping the Polish transit camp 
at Aha filled to capacity was due to the fact that ships were liable to arrive 
at any time without due warning and had, awing to general exigencics of shipping 
space, to carry away a full complement of parsengers. 

82. The total number of Polish men, women and children evacuated during 
the year was about 14,500. A large majority went overseas to Fast Africa oF 
to India; a small proportion were sent to Palestine and some who had relations 
in the Polish armed forces in the United Kingdom joined them there: a few, 
‘whose number did niot exceed 2.000, left via Karachi tound for Mexico. 
Recruiting among the refugees continved thronghoot the year; 800 young men 
joined the Polish army and %,600 young women joined the Polish AT.S. ¥.M.C. 
‘and Y.W.C.A. 760 boys and 250 girls also joined the youth organisations. 
(These figures: refer to 1942 and 1043.) All these were sent to Palestine to join 
the Polish armed forces there 

38,. The morale of the Poles as x whole remained at a fairly low ebb; 
uncertainty a8 to their future fate, the relations of their Government 
‘Moscow; failure to provide shipping and lack of employment were all ble 
for this. Employment was, nevertheless, found for more than 3.000 Poles 
throughout most of the year, mainly in various Polish official institutions: about 
850 found work with the British and American armed forces and a few with the 
United Kingdom Commercial Corporation and similar organisations. 
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British Military Interests 


t to 
akar 
m Tn April Lientenant- 
Colonel "1 appointed as political adviser in Abadan to the 
Persia and Traq Command, in tho hope that tho military governor would be 
guided and invigorated by his adviee, and in October he was succeeded by Colonel 
HE. J. Underwood (a forinor military attaché at this Tegation) with the title of 
Political Adviser for the Province of Khuristan 
Underwood was able to report that. sevutity me 
improved and that at present conditions alana, Furd 
number of measures had been taken, of were irmpending, 
and terms of service of the Persian police in the area, 
35. At the beginning of tho year Hin Majesty's Government, considered 
the question of civil defence duties for British nationals in Persia, in the light 
‘of the changed military sitontion in Russia. ‘They concluded that whervaa. the 
risk of air attack was now remote it remained es to protect Abadan againat 
the risks of sabotage or accidents due to special wat conditions, ‘Thoy devided, 
therefore; to apply to the Province of Khuziatan Regulation 29 B.B. of the Defence 
(General) Regulations, 1939, and on the 7th May His Majesty's Minister signed 
order under paragraph 7 of Regulation 20 BB. requiring British nationals 
including Tndians) in Khnzistan to undertake civil defence duties 
36. Relations between the British and the Persian authorities and people 
att Government made a number of complaints 
Persia, Most of these, however, were petty. Many 
tiated and out-of-date, so Hin Majesty's Legation 
Government that non 


wrmore, 
improve the eficieney 
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1,000-bed Indian hospital in tents, complete with doctors and orderlies. The 
hospital remained open from the 11th April to the 10th July and treated 
2,036 patients, ‘This gesture on the part of the Persia and Traq Command 
steated an excellent effect among the Persians and served as good propaganda 

89. During the autumn the Persian Government pointed out to His 
Majesty's Legation that no procedure had yet been established for dealing with 
civil and criminal matters aftecting Persians on the one hand and the British 
forces on the other, although article 4 (1) of the Anglo-Soviet-Persian Treaty wf 
the 20th January, 1942, provided for the settlement, “in co-operation with the 
Tra@in authorities,” of all questions concerning relations between the latter and 
the Allied forces. As the Persian Government's contention appeared reasonable, 
His Majesty's Legation communicated it to the Persia and Iraq Command, who 
expressed the view that the sa gements for the judicial immunities for 
British troops should he made it as in Traq, s0 as to secure uniformity 
throughout the command as far as possible. ‘The command then submitted a draft 
‘agreement on this basis, the text of which His Majesty's Legation forwarded to 
the Foreign Office for instructions and to the United Staies Legation in Tehran 
for comment (since coordination with th United States authorities on this 
‘matter seemed desirable), ‘That was the position at the end of the year 

40, In Jaonary the Soviet Ambassador in London complained that His 
Majesty's Government had made important changes in the disposition of British 
troops in Persia without notifying the Soviet authorities. ‘This, the ambassador 
asserted, was a breach of an undertaking. given by Mr, Eden in letters dated the 
2st October and the 21st November, 1941, that the Soviet authorities should be 
onsalted on such occasions. His Majesty's Legation, commenting on 
M. Mnisky's complaint, pointed out that they had always informed the Soviet 
Military Attaché in advance of all important moves of British forves in West 
Persia, ‘They had not informed-him of military movements in South or 
Persia, tut these had been confined to a few reconnaissancea.. The Soviet Ethasry, 
however, had never reciprocated with information about movements of Savict 
troops. Every facility had been given to Soviet authorities to visit the British 
‘one, hut here, too, the Soviet authorities did not grant reciprocal facilities. In 
Apeil Mr. Faden wrote a letter to M. Maisky suggesting the following 
procedure :— 


‘The military attaché to this logation should communicate to the Soviet 

Military Attaché in. Tehran, on condition that the latter, recip 

advance information regarding minor changes in the disposition of 

troops in Porsia which did not involve a substantial change it 

humber; on the other hand, major movements, involving & substantial change 

in the total number should be communicated in advance through the 

diplomatic channel. 

‘The Soviet Government accepted these proposals, ‘The Soviet Embassy in 
Tobran, however, have never given any information to His Majesty's Lagation 
regarding changes in the numbers or dispositions of their troops alihough there 
is reason to bolieve that such changes have taken place. 

41. In the autumn the Persian Minister of Communications, while in 
London, complained that His Majesty's Government. were not consulting. the 
Porsinn Government regarding the disposition of British troops in Persia, 
notwithstanding His Majesty's Government's undertaking to do so'in the Anglo: 
Soviet-Persian ‘Treaty of the 29th January, 1042." His’ jovernn 
decided that, in view of the changed strategical situation wit 
Iraq Command and of the representations made by the Persian Minister of 
Communications, information regarding the location of British troops in Persia 
should be forwarded to the Persian Government provided that’ the nctent 
designation of formations and units was not divulged, 


Security Questions, 
42. Asin 1942 the ronndit 
continued to exercise the closet 
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that at that time the Deputy Nanbakht had tabled an interpellation in the Majlis 
attacking the Persian Government and the Allies. Therefore, as a first step, 1 
provided the Prime Minister with full evidence about Naubakht’s (reasonable 
Activities to enable the Gosernment to reply. I also asked for his parliamentary 
immunity to be withdrawn to facilitate his arrest by the Persian authorities 
After interminable delays the Government failed to take any action and Naubakht 
fled to the Qashgai country without proceeding with his interpellation. » Seyyid 
Abal Qasim Kashani, the anti-British mullahi, went into hiding simultancoualy 
It then soon became clear that, if the Axis-controlled organisations were to ba 
elicctively dislocated, a much larger number of arrests than originally foreseen 
would haye to be effected. Accordingly, having obtained the collaboration of 
the American authorities in the arrest of some railway employees and relying 
on the acquiescence of my American colleague, I handed to the Prime Minister 
on the 20th August a joint Anglo-Soviet list of 162 suspocts with a request for 
their immediate arrest and detention and interrogation at Sultanabad. As well 
4&5 the railway employees the list included Naubakht, Kashani and a number of 
senior army officers. On this occasion I was able to secure the support of the 
Soviet Chargé d’Affaires, and the Prime Minister agreed, and by the end of the 

wr about 138 had been arrested and handed over to as at Sultanabad. Th 
Setotne an additional list of ts suspects wax banded to the Prime Aftsater fer 
‘similar action, aud the majority of these were arrested, This constitutes an 
example of the good effect of joint Anglo-Soviet representations to the Persian 
Government. As a smatter of fact onthe Anglodoviet list Sure 's eran 
‘umber of suspects proposed by the Russians against whom wo had no evidence. 
In view of the embarrassing position in which we were placed the mattor 
taken up by the legation with the Soviet Embassy with the request that U 
‘should either take over their suspects or take part uhosuselves in the interrogat 
at Sultanabad. Finally, after considerable delay and. notwithstanding. the 
Apprebensions of the Persian Government, it was agreed that the muxpocts in 
Question should be transferred to Resht for examination, although the move had 
thot taken place by the end of the year. z 

48. On the whole the position as regards Axin activities in Persia has been 

vastly improved during 1948 owing to the prompt manner in which the Persian 
Government reacted to the joint Anglo-Soviet representations referted to above 
In addition, in dealing with suspects the Persian Government have had th 
hands strengthened by their declaration of war on Germany and adberetice to 
United Nations, Inv fact they have at last como down completely on the Allied 
side of the fence. The course of tho war, to0, hus had n soberitiy effect on 
Potential Axis agents. Even so we shall always be up ngainet the vonality 

ul cowardice of the Persian authorities, and evidence of this ix that well-known 
‘maspects such as Naubakht, Vaziti and Kashani are still at large, whilst a few 
German agente aro known to be in hiding in the south, Active measures are, 
however, teing taken by us t6 round up those concerned in spite of the very 
‘considerable difficulties involved. 


Anglo-Persian Public Relations. 
44. The entry of Allied troops into Persia in 1941, while it resulted in the 
elimination of many nationals in the country, had done little to win over, the 
ernment and from their deep-rooted ndmiration and friendship for 
everything German which had been so zealously and thoroughly fostered by the 
Nazi party during the latter years of Reza Shah's reign. It 1¢ apparent, 
therefore, that ar publicity oaganiaation of greater magnitude than: the press 


‘attaché’s office was essential to carry out British pi nda and to counteract 
the All 


the general feeling prevailing in the country that ies would be defeat. 
Accordingly in the early months of 1942 an office of the Ministry of Information 
Was established at Tehran as the Public Relations Bureau of His Majesty's 
zation, ‘The new organisation seas suitably located in the old centre of German 
Propaganda, the “Brown House” at Tehran, and the activities of the bureau 
€xpanded rapidly. By the beginning of 1943 the first English newspaper in 
Persia, the Tehran Daily News, had made its appearance. A film wnit had boon 
set up to promote the showing of British news-reols and propaganda films, both 
throngh Persian commercial channels and by means of mobile cinema vans in the 
Provinces. Steps had heen taken to disseminate large quantities of reading 
Material throughout the country, and a start had. been. made with’ the 
establishment of information cenires in the provinces in conjunction with. the 
Narious consulates. The field of broadcasting had also been entered and a daily 
hour broadcast in Persian organised from Radio Tehran. Visual publicity 
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had been catered for by a special production unit in the bureas, which prepared 
pictorial material for display at the British Information Centre in Tebran ad 
tn the various consular reading rooms throaghout the country.. The office of the 
press attaché had been incorporated in the new organisation and had set itself the 
‘uphill task of securing the co-operation of an unfriendly local press. 

45. During the year under review these activities were further expanded 
and systematised, ‘The Tehran Daily News, which had first appeared as a 
cyclostyled bulletin, was converted inito a printed newspaper with a. special 
supplement once a week. By the end of the year approximately 4,000 copies were 
boing sold daily in Tebran and the provinces, and a substantial circle of 
permanent subscribers, votalling over 1,400, had been built up. This paper, in 
addition to providing reliable information about the course of the war, was also 
used considerably as a medium for publicising British activities such as those 
of the Anglo-Iranian Relief Fund and the Middle Fast Supply Centre. During 
the latter half of 1943 the attitude of the Persian press, which previously ha 
‘on occasions been hoxtile in the extreme, underwent a welcome change for the 
better and many articles favourable to ourselves and our Allies were accepted by 
local editors for reproduction both in the Tehran and in the provincial papers. 

48, In the course of the year coosiderable expansion took place in the 
publicity work ceutred on our consulates, and separate public relations unite 
were brought into being at each cousalate under the local supervision of His 
Britannic Majesty's Consuls. In addition to arranging for the distribution of 
reading material of all kinds, several of these provincial posts undertook the 
publication of local news bulletins and the establishment of numerous reading 
rooms for the public in outlying areas where, besides facilities for reading, daily 
broadcasts of the British Broadcasting Corporation and other British radio 
services Were made. 

47, _In the field of local publications a weekly news commentary in Persian, 
Tafsir, published by the press attaché's olfice, attained much popularity and 
11,000 copies of each insue ware regalarly distributed to all claaees ot the people. 
With a viow to influencing the younger generation of Persians a special fort- 
nightly newspaper for schoolchildren was introduced in October and its 
popularity proved so xreat that the original ciroalation of 3,000 copies had 
Fetraised 0117000, all of which were disposed of by soles in choos. 

48. Exhibitions and window displays depicting the Allied war efort and 
portraying the ordinary life and institutions of the British Commonwealth were 
arranged from time to time and a regular circuit of yuch displays was established 
for our connulates 

49, During the year the seven mobile cinema units of the bureau covered 
many thousands of miles and gave performances to audiences in outlying are 
which had hitherto, in many cases, never seen a cinema. In Tehran a special 
newsreel cinema was ina central part of the city and after a mediocre start 
succeeded in attracting conniderable attention locally. 

50, In order to meet the demands of the representatives of ot many Allies 
{in Tehran, a special section of the bureau was formed in October to carry ott 
propaganda towards foreign nationals in the capital. As part of its duties it 
tundertook: the teaching of English to the various foreign communities, and by 
tho end of the year over 500 Czechs and Poles were receiving regular instruction. 

51, During the course of the year the favourable change in the fortunes 
of war alterod fundamentally the basis of our propaganda in Persia and the need 
for special emphasis on the war largely diminished, Propaganda policy towards 
the end of the year was, therefore, directed more to supplying the people of the 
country with information of general nature conceming all sides of British 
life. There is no doubt that a knowledge of how the average Briton lives and of 
how his civilisation bas been established will go far towards laying the 
foundations of a better understanding between Britain and Persia, which is sn 
essential to the two countries in the post-war period. 


British Council Activities. 

52. The first member of the British Council te aching staff arrived in Tehran 
in Jannary 1943 and an institute building was leased in February, but owing to 
the difficulty of obtaining the necessary sia and equipment the formal erecting 
was delayed till June, The institute now has 690 meters faking: Enplish lence 
and 400 members who have joined for other activities These fachiie » lectore 
fim eniiton, cancer and eta evry wenk, 9 racy and retaprat The 

resent building having proved too small, negotiations are now in progress for 
Ewauch larger building’ to which all caltaral and’ socal netitee ah 
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transferred leaving the present building for teaching only. ‘The’ permanent 
teaching stall of five is also teaching in the university, teachers’ training college, 
schools, techuical college, national bank, railway school and elsewhere, the 
number of studcuts in tsa category being over 2.000. The Agricultural College 
and Department of Mines have also asked for lessons. In a separate building 
lent by the Ministry of Education 700 adults are taught in evenngs by British 
Personnel who are employed during the day in the embassy, army, RAE. and 
Other British organisations, This is obvionsly not altogether satisfactory, but 
uo other teachers are available. ‘The number now being taught English could be 


ion of Britain opon to 

“The council's relationship. with the 

ister has asked for British teachers 

nd professors for the university aud has formally 

Fequested directors of institutes to inspect and submit to him reports on schools 

The Minister of Commerce has asked for technical instructors for the technical 
colleges, 

i eetitute was formally opened in Isfahan in December 1943 with a 
Permanent British staff of three. ‘There are 600 membors taking English lessons 
‘and 200 have joined for other activities. Ax in Tehran the stafl is teaching. at 
the technical college and scheols. Teaching could be extended to the stall of 
twelve factories which employ 25,000 operatives, to the large. Armenian 
community in Julfa (a suburb of Isfahan), and to the 2,600 Polish children. and 
ul who will remain there for the duration of the war, if suficient sta were 

rovided. 

87. There is an urgent demand for institutes in other large towns of Persia, 
1f permanent stall and suificient. funds to cover the considerable overhead expenses 
for institutes are not forthcoming. temporary stall for teaching should at least 
Saprorided a8 
in obs, At the end of the year the Russians wore planning to open an institute 
in Tehran on the same basis as the Anglo-Persinn institute. 


Internal Affairs. 
(a) Majtis. 

SO gil 13th Majlis came to an ead on the 23rd November. For many 
Teasons less was beard than in the previous year about proposals for the limitation 
Qf its powers or its complete abolition. There seems to have been & general feeling 
that the powers of the Shah were tending to increase and ought to be held in 
Check by. the Majlis. Further, the Prime Minister had shown signs of using 
the Majlis as a smoke-screen to cover up hie failure to pass distasteful logislation, 
Whilst the Shah no doubt felt that the Majlis had its ases in curbing the power 
Of the Prime Minister. At any rate, the provisions of the Constitution as far sy 
they affected the Majlis continued to le observed and a firman announcing the 
gfrangements for elections for the 14th Legislature was duly. published on the 
3rd June. Up to the end of the year more than half the Deputies had been 
clested, although elections in Tehran and Tabriz had uot been completed. In 
Spite of Russian pressure, which resulted in the election of a few Communists, 
Noting was less of a farce than in the time of Reza Shah and, on the whole, the 
Recs candidates did represent their enetituencies,” Governmental ier. 
ference, irregularities and corrupt practices, being endemic in this vou 
estat i = v3 this conntry, could 

). Legislation passed by the Majlis during 1943 included Bills for 
compulsory education, the establishment of a police training college, trevwfer or 
nulitary personnel to the jurisdiction of civil courts, except in tase of purely 
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military olferices, insurance for workers and various important’ measures 
sponsored by the Millspaugh Mission, which are referred to in other parts of 
his report 


(b) Cabinets, 
SL. At the beginning of the year Quwam-es-Saltaneh was in power, but 
soon began to lose ground. His relations with the Shah had never been good 
Both were determined to control the Ministry of War and the Shah was openly 
advocating social reform and the limitation of the power of the moneyed class, 
to which Qawam-es-Saltaneh belonged. Internal troubles in the Cabinet also 
embarrassed the Prime Minister, Seyyid Mehdi Farrukh, the Minister of Food, 
resigned and, after carrying on practically single-handed for some days, the 
Prime Minister. presented a new Cabinet to the Majlis in the third week 
January. Tt was composed ax follows -— 


Minister without Portfolio: Ibrahim Hakim 
War: Marshal Amir \hmedi 

Education; Ali Akbar Siassi 

Industry and Commeree Abdul Hussein Hajhue. 
Agrioulture : Ahmed Adie. 

Food: Mehdi Farrukh, 

Forwign Affairs: Mohammed Sacd 

usticn : Jawad Amery, 

Finance : “Allahyar Saleb, 

Interior : Farajullah Bubrany. 

Ponte and Tolegeaphs: Muhsin Itnis. 

Roads: Ili Motamedy 

Wealth Nasrallah Intizam, 

‘The fast threo were the Shah's hominces and wore relatively young men, 
without provious Cabinet experience, Karly in February the Cabinet showed 
signs of disintogeating: owing to internal dissension and’ the Prime Minister's 
treatment of the press, but he managed to obtain a vote of confidence by a sinall 
majority. His position -tivd-eir the Majlix was becoming hopelos. In a 
desperate attempt to appears the Deputies he tabled Bills (a) to abrogate the 
fundamental law that no Deputy might become a Cabinet Minister, and (0) to 

ive to the Majlis powers over the appointment of the head of the National Rank 
Trese meanires merely guve rise to acrimonious comment, nnd when the Shah's 
ryinpathion wero alionated by the Prime Minister's declaration that, in onder 
to establish the authority of the people, the Constitution should be revised, and 
hy hin legitimate attempt to curb the Shah's control of the army and the General 
Stall it became evident that the game was up and Qawam-es-Saltaneh resigned 

62, Sobelly was the next Prine Minister, and on the 2tst February the 
following Cabinet received a unanimovs vote of confidence from the Majlis 


Primo Minister and Minister of the Interior : Ali Soheily 
Commerce and Industry : Mahmond Bader 

Wars Marshal Amir Ahmedi 

Communications » Abdol Hussein Hajhir 

Justice: Ali Aszhar Hiknat 

Foreign Affairs: Mohammed Swed 

Finance : Allahyar Saleh. 

Edweation : Ali Akbar Sins 

Posts and Telegraphs : Nasrullah Intizam, 

Health: Amanollah Ardelan. 

Ministers without Portfolio: Mohammed Tadayynn and Hussein Sami"t 


63. Such a team seemed the best available in the circumstances, with the 

ible exeeption of the Prime Minister. The programme of the Cabinet 
Included the supply of food, the stabilisation of prices, the improvement of the 
welfare of the peasants, the workers and Government employees, and co-operation 
with the Allies. Tadayyun, an experienced Majlis debater, was appointed 
Minister of Food in March, and Ettehar, a Majlis Deputy, hecame Minister of 
Agriculture-n fortnight Inter. ‘The Prime Minister managed to curb the excesses 
of the press, largely as a result of representations from this legation. ‘The 
‘offences for which newspapers might be suppressed ‘wore also re-defined and eleven 
‘onrans of the press were actually suppressed. ‘The Bill defining Dr. Millsrangh's 
Towers was procerded with in spite of avitation ngainst it, as expressed by the 
closing of the hazaars, However, the whole effect of this show of firmness was 
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rained by the Prime Minister declaring in sccret session that such action had 
been forced on him by the British 

64. As a result of a dispute between the Minister of Finance and the 
American advisers, the former resigned and was replaced at the end of April bj 
an elderly Majlis Deputy, Murteza Quit Bayat. The Government survived with 
large majority an interpellation in the Majlis in May challenging the legality 
of the appointment of the Majlis Deputies, Ettebar atid Bayat as Ministers, as 
well as the right of the Government to transfer their authority under the Military 
Governor Law to the Minister of War and to interpret in their own way a section 
of tha: law. The Government victory was alleged to be due to the fret that 
there was no obvious successor to Sobeily. Strikes of engineers and professors, 
the rise of the Tudeh party and the refusal of Marshal Ahmedi to continue act 


hewspapers in ‘Tehran and the establishment of a press censorship proved 
‘unpopular and resulted in the resignation in June of the Minister of Justice and 
the Director of the Department of Press and Propaganda. 

5, At the beginning of Jy Hussein Sami't took over the Ministry of 
tho Interior, and Khalil Fahimy filled the vacated post. of Minister without 
Portfolio. Disorder and insecurity consequent upon the disaster at Semiram in 
‘uly seemed likely to create an ugly situation throughout the country, particulnely 
in the tribal areas. How the Government dealt with that problem is told in the 
section on the Tribal Situation. The vacant post of Minister of Justice wax 
Riven to the elderly reactionary, Muhsin Sadr, early in August, At the end of 
August Siassi: resigned owing to a difference of opinion with Sobeily 
‘Hussein Sami‘i found the Ministry of the Interior too exacting for him and 
resigned early in September, and was replaced by Tadayyun. ‘The Intier had the 
invidious and unpleasant duty of administering the elections throughout the 
country, and carried out his duties with firmness and courage, though the 
inevitable accusations of bribe-taking and corruption were made against. him, 
usually from disappointed candidates. 

‘The complicated disputes between the General Stall and the Miniétry 
of War concerning their «pheres and relative positions proved a great embarrass. 
ment to Soheily. Dr. Millspaugh also became restive at the procrastination of 
the Majlis in connexion with the passing of the Income Tax Bill, and threatoned 
to resign. ‘To make matters worse for Soheily about thirty of the Deputic 
had found that they had no chance of re-election to the Mth Majlis, b 
intrigue aguinst the Prime Minister in every: possible way, An intorpella 
‘concerning the nation's bread supplies was taken on the 31st October, and resulted 
in a vote of confidence for Soheily. Eventually, in November, the Iucome Tax and 
other estential measures became law. 

67. Throughout the last three months of the year Soheily had to deal with 
the threat {o his position camsed by the return, to Persia at the’ beginning of 
October, of Seyyid Zin-nd-Din Tabatabai after 22 years’ absence in exile, latterly 
in Palestine, ‘The Prime Minister profited from, and probably abetted, the 

paign against the Seyyid, which was instigated by the Rossians and by the 

‘and it was not owing to Seyyid Zia but to the Shab that Soheily hnd to 
resign in the middle of December. “It soon became apparent that the Shah's chiet 
interest was to eliminate from the Cabinet the only two strong men therein 
Tadayyun at the Ministry of the Interior and Marshal Amit Ahmédi at the 
Ministry of War. Sobeily was called upon to form « new Cabinet without then, 
and on the 16th December the following Cabinet was appointed ; 

Prime Minister Ali Sobeily: 

Foreign Affairs: Muhammad Saed 

‘astice- Mabsin Sadr 

Finance - Amanuliah Ardelan 

Interior | Abdul Hnasein Hajhir 

Roads: Nasrullah Intizam. 

Agriculture : Moosa Noury Esfandiary. 

Edneation- Tssa Sadiq. 
Posts and Telezraphs : Hamid Sayyah. 

War: Tbrabim Zand, 

Poblic Health: Qasim Ghani 

Commerce and Industry : Genieral Shafai. 
Without Portfolio: 3 
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Of these Zand, Shafai, Intizam and Noury Esfandiary were nominees of the 
Shab, and it was generally thought that this was the Shah's first step in the 
experiment of governing the country through a subservient Cabinet, as his father 
had done. Zand was the first civilian to be Minister of War for a long time, and 
the general opinion was that the Shah was determined to become commander- 
in-chief of the army in fact as well as in name, and to circumvent the weak 
civilian Minister by issuing orders through his Chief of Staff, in spite of the 
dere he had signed in the spring making the General Stall subordinate to the 
Ministry of W: 


Tribal Situation 


68. ‘The weakness of the Government, its lack of any consistent policy and 
the ineffectiveness of its forces have been responsible for its failure to re-establish 
control in large areas of tribal country, An uneasy peace has been secured by a 
policy of giving way to tribal leaders and by avoiding undue interference in 
tribal affairs, But this policy, by strengthening the influeuce of the tribal leaders, 
must, inevitably increase the difficulties of the eventual establishment of 
Government authority, which must be preceded by disarmament. For the time 
boing the stronger tribes have little to complain of from the oppression of 
Government offctals; they have benefited by the high prices prevailiag for xrain, 
‘mutton and wool; they escape conscription to a large extent; and if they do not 
alwaye plage the peaceful villager they usually ley tribute in some form oF 
another. On the other hand they can justly complain of almost. total neslect 
by the Government in the matter or provision of medical and educational facilities 
‘and of tea, sugar and cloth, 

60, In Fars the situation is particularly unsatisfactory. After the 
demoralising defeat inflicted on the Persian army at Semirum (see section on 
Persian Land Forces), the Persian Government realised that they could rely 
neither on their commanders nor on their troops to compel the submission of 
Navir and the Qashzai tribes Frightened at the prospect, they called ou 
Qavam-ul-Mull {9 raise the Khamsch tribes, who had formerly been under his 
‘and his family’s leadership, in support of the Government. But, hardly had they 
made this decision, when they wavered in the face of the criticisms of Nasir’s 
supporters in Tehran and of the champions of peace at any price, and, taking the 
immediately easier way, they approved a policy of conciliation of Nasir and his 
brother Khosow and the tacit recognition of their leadership of the Quahyai 
tribes, They made certain conditions, which have, of course, not been fulfil 
Nasir was to surrender the arms which had heen taken at various times from 
Government forces and to hand over certain Germans who were known to. be in 
Qashgai territory. At the end of the year the situation was that Nasir and 
Khosrow had greatly increased their influence in Fars; the Gorerument being 
unable to give any protection to property situated in areas dominated by the 
Qushgai tribes, Inndowners were forced to accept Nasir's terms; Nasir has been 
steadily acquiring wealth by the sale of grain on the black market and by levying 
tribute on villages and landowners: German agents are still at large, if not always 
in Qashgai territory yet still under Qashgai protection; and the Persian army 
appears to be no nearer the day when it can deal with Nasir by force. But there 
in no serious disturbance, and provided that Nasir is allowed to continue to have 
his own way it will be to his interest to show that he 
of his tribes within moderate bounds. 

70, He seeks to extend his infiuence to Kul 
Boir Ahmadi, of whom certain sections played the principal pa 
fon the Persian troops at Semirum, But the rebel Boir Ahmadi leader, Abdullah 
Zarghampur, has litle reason to trust. the Qasbgat and is well occupied with 
dissensions in his own tribe and rivals in Kuh-i-Gala. ‘These disensions led to 
some unrest on the borders of the oil-fields from Masjid-iSuleiman to Gach 
Saran, but, except for an occasional hold-up of road traffic and a raid on the 

jumping station at Do Gumbadan, where the raiders contented themselves with 

looting the houses of some employees, there has been no direct interference with 

the off company's interests. Any deliberate attack by a responsible chief is 

unlikely, but while Germans are present with the tribes the possibilities of 
‘most be guarded against. 2 

71. Tn Bakhtiari also the old raling family bas got back to power. Again 
hecanse of the weakness of their forces and the inefficiency and corruption of their 
officials, the Persian Government were obliged to depart from their avowed policy 
‘of preventing the return to positions of anthority in their own country of 
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important tribal chiefs and to cali on Morteza Qui, son of the late Samsam-es- 
Sultaneh, to. accept the governorship of Bakhtiari. He is the most respectable 
and influential of the Bakhtiari Khans und the least likely to indulge in adven. 
tures harmful to the Government. the short view his appointment has been aa 
undoubted success. Bakhtiari is more settled and peaceful than for. many 
months past. The rebel Khan Abul Qasim, seeing that Morteza Quli’s influence 
Was ousting his own, decided to submit, and be is now living in Tehran, There 
‘are inevitably the usual family feuds and. jealousies inseparable from an 
Bakhtiari rule, but it is to be hoped that Morteza Quli's sense and influence will 
prevent their leading to disturbance. Bakhtiari is relatively peaceful, but it is 
toa large extent sn autonomous tribal entity 
72. Some of the Arab tribes of Khuzestan were persuaded by a show of 
force in te summer to surrender about 1.00 ries, This represents only ag 
broportion of what they have, but they were relieved of further persoasion by 
‘outbreak of the Janeki tribe which required the whole attention of the available 
Persian forces. Since then they have been left in relative peace... They still 
Potsess a large number of arms and they have been guilty.of much robbery with 
violence, Large numbers of them are employed at good wages by the “Allied 
military forces and they should benefit by schemes of agricultural development 
‘ow beit anned by Colonel Noel. ¥ 
73. “the Lars have shown little unity; interfaction jealousien, are. much 
ive. It is doubtful even whether they would combine eflctively againstan 
Attempt by the Government to disarm them, as there are no chiefs of outstanding 
influence.” Meanwhile, if reports are true, they ‘ate purchasing considerable 
numbers of rifles from Iraq to be used against each other or in certain. 
eventualities inst the Government. 
74, The Kurds of Northern Kurdestan have been disappointed to find tho 
Soviet authorities lees sympathetio~ indeed, eupporting the Persian authorities 
ainst the Kurds and showing clear disapproval of Kurdish raids across the 
‘urkish frontier. They have ictueoquectly en behaving with discretion in the 
eighbourhond of Russian trops al have restricted their pillaging of villas 
‘more distant areas. In Southern Kurdestan the tribes aro to a largo exteut 
being left alone to run their own affairs, There are the usual inter-faction 
squabbles and disputes over land, but the influence of looal British officials has 
Prevented these from developing into serious disturbances. The Kurdish tribes 
Sf Persia continue wo demonarat ter inability ta c-perate orto show a united 
Front. 


Persian Land Porces, 


(a) Army. 
75._ Regrettably little hhas been made in the reform of the Persian 
army." “Tho tnsses ae tan, Est Whey. Cat all'bo traced: othe: absence of an 
accepted policy or of any cléar direction, ‘The Shah continues to hanker after 
ateolute personal command unhampered by parliamentary erticin or financial 
considerations and to insist that Persia must have an army at least equal. to 
‘Turkey's. On the one hand, fear of public and parliamentary criticism, added to 
his own defects of character. do not allow him to exervise effective command: aud, 
(00 the other, his jealousy and suspicion, lead him to oppose the exercise of 
authority by the Minister for War or Chief of Staff. Stalin's offer of aircraft 
and large tanks and his alleged advice that Persia needed a strong army for the 
defence of the dynasty and of the country's independence have made him more 
than ever unwilling to accept schemes of reorganisation drawn up to suit the 
ited financial provision which Dr. Millspaugh is prepared to make, still Jess 
inclined to authorise and support their execution. The situation is further 
‘complicated by widespread corruption and by dissensions in the army whic 
is feared, are encouraged by the Russians in their opposition to the increase of the 
influence of the American advisers. 


5 problem and 
hy their ignorance of the country and the language. Since their plans are 
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designed to improve: administration, and since that entails a chéck on long: 
standing habits of embezzlement, they are meeting with much opposition and 
progress is very slow. ‘The arrival of 600 lorries from America has enabled them 
to begin the organisation of much-needed transport services, and they are working 
hard to bring some order into the medical, supply and finance services of the army, 
‘The American advisers appear to be leaving the development of the Persian 
air force to the Royal Air Force. 

77. Sonie attempt has been made by the present Chief of Staff to discourage 
corruption. A number of senior officers have been placed on the retired list, but 
while military tribanals continue to acquit with monotonous regularity, even in 
flagrant cases, and the Shab to intervene to protect his favourites and their 
favourites, no great change of heart can be expected. ‘The application of conser 
tiow continues to be one of the most scandalous abuses in the country, the sale-of 
exemptions being a steady source of profit to the police, the gendarmerie and the 
medical and military officials connected with the calling up of recruits. ‘The 
result is that the army gets only the poorest men, 

78. ‘The only serious operation ventured oo during the year was that carried 
‘out by Goneral Sbahbakhti in May and June in an attempt to secure the sub- 
mission of Nasir Qashgai, After weeks of procrastination, an initial success was 
scored by the driving of Nasir Qashyai {rom hie stronghold at Firazabad. This, 
however, was not followed up, and the tribes retaliated by inflicting on the 
Persian garrison of Semirum, in the Qashgal summer quarters, a serious defeat 
which resulted in the capture of all the arma and equipment of the force of some 
800 men. Some minor operations were carried out in different parts of the 
country, nominally for the collection of arms, but there is;no reason to believe that 
any of them was more than partially effective : 

79. At the end of the year the nominal strength Of the Persian army was 
80,000, bat it ix doubtful whether its real numbers exceeded 70,000. Tt remains 
Widely dispersed over the country organised nominally into ten so-called divisions, 
two of which are at ‘Tehran, ‘The spirit of the officers remains very poor: the 
botter onon are disheartened and discontented; the others make as much profit ax 


they can. 


(0) Gendarmerie 
80, Although American advisers have been at work in the gendarmerie for 
over a year no considerable improvement is yet visible, nor is any real improve- 
tment possible until the gendarme ix pa a living wage, Tis present wage i far 
below that standard, “Colonel Schwarzkopf has recently been given fairly 
extensive executive powers, and. ns ho has e determination and_m 
‘optimism, it is hoped that he will soon be able to show results. His schemes are 
haps too ambitious, He aims at creating a force which will be entirely 
Independent of the army in all respects, with its own services and equipped to 
carry out minor operations. As the role of the army in prowent circumstances is 
nothing more than the restoration of internal security, it seems that a. close 
co-operation between the two forces and « pooling of certain resources would lead 
‘to economy and efficiency, 
81... The ofc ngth of the gendarmerie at the end of the year was 
{937 officers. and 22,303 men, Its actual strength was probably considerably less. 


Persian Air Force 

£2. The strength of the Imperial Air Fores on the Bist December, 1943, 
after deduction of 68 officers and 196 non-commissioned officers awaiting transfer 
‘or discharge, was 225 officers, 483. nou-commissioued olficers and 596 conscripted 
mea, the dying personnel being 63 oficers and OU sergeant pilots and 4 olicer 
observers. ‘This isa reduction of more than ove-third from the strength of a year 
before and reflects a wholesoine attempt at reorganisation on realistic lines. “The 
strength in aireraft was 189, of which 101 were Hart Variants and 78 Tiger 
Moths... No new aircraft. were brought into service during the year. The . 
discipline and training of the force remain poor, but there are signs of improve- 
ment in all of them. ‘This is due partly to the efforts of the present head of the 
air force, General Mohammed Hussein Firouz, and largely to, the encouragement 
given by His Majesty’s Government in the promised supply of fifteen new -Anson 
‘iroraft and the dssistance and advice of technical officers of the Royal Air Force. 
‘The retura to the Imperial Air Force of certain buildings at Doshan Tappeh and 
the completion of the hangars at Isfahan should help to improve the standard of 
maintenance of aircraft. In this respect better organisation and a proper stores 





137 


Procedure should also in time show good results. A drastic reform of the head- 
‘quarters organisation is in progress It will, nevertheless, be some time before 
ie force can hope to have any serious operational value. 
53, Relations between the Persian Air Force and the Royal Air Force are 
good. 
Finance. 
(a) General 
84. Our financial relations with Persia in 1943 were more amicable than 
they had been daring the previous year, principally because the vexed question of 
the supply of currency for the Allied war ellort in Persia seemed at last to have 
been settled. But, although relations had improved, the financial situation had 
‘Several crises arose during the year which threatened to wreck the whole 
and economic structure of the country, and in turn. the entire machinery 
romeut. Only by a ery narrow mangin was this avoided, but the elements 
which were responsible for the crises still exist, and Persia's financial future 
ns At best unsatisfactory and 
85, When, in 1942, the Persian Government saw their country sliding into 
financial and economic chaos, chiefly because of their own reluctance or inability 
to adopt and enforce the measures which have b iversally accepted. as 
t war-time inflation, they decided to invite Dr. Milspaugh 
merican who had headed a financial mission to Persia in the years 
immediately following the last war—to undertake the guidance of thoir country's 
finances in the difficult time that lay ahead, He arrived in Febroary 1943, with 
I staff of assistants, to take up this thankless task in the face of n covertly 
ile Majlis which, in th hx which were to follow, obstracted by all the 
its power every item of lation which he proposed in order to combat 
and restore the country's economic equilibrium. The reason for thia war 
to seek. The Deputies of the Majlis were themselves the very people who 
would profit by a continuation of mxinting state of affairs, i., Inndownery, 
merchants, contractors, &e. They wasted days in futile debates, and used every, 
artifice of Peg ipo 9 to are emasculate essential lntion, either 
for their own selfish ends or for those vested interests of which they worn the 
willing tool,. Es y beginning of November, Dr. Millapaugh's 
Pationce ran out, rod an ultimatam that he and the membors of his 
in Id resign if the Majlis failed to Pass within & Week the Income Tax 
it aud a Bill authorising the engagement of a total of sixty Amen 
inclusive of his then staff of ten or twelve. The Deputies, realiving that the game 
Was up, capitulated and the two Bills. At tho ame tine, thoy hastened 
to proclaim that it was their devotion to their country’s interests that had sot. 
Pelled them to subject these Bills to stich close sorutiny. 
And that's the wavering Majlis; for their love 
{es in their parses: and whoso empties then, 
By so much fills their hearts with deadly hate. 
(@) Price Control. 


prices, 
nd 
1943, 
led him 


Ministry of Finance, called the P 
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87. Armed with these wide po 
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(0) Financial Crisis, 

88. By April it seemed that the financial volcano was at last about to erupt. 
‘The main cause of the new crisis was the Government's unhealthy bodgetary 
situation, Dr. Millspaugh estimated that, in excess of ordinary taxation revenue, 
fat least another 1,500 million rials would be needed to balance the country’s 
budget. He could rely upon internal borrowing only to the extent of 500 million 
rials, to be obtained from the National Bank, and he suggested that the Allies 
shonid grant an emergency loan to cover the remainder of his apprehended deficit. 
In the event, he has been able to carry on up to December 1943 without recourse to 
foreign loans, though he had, in fact, applied to the State Department for a loan 
of $0 million (subseqoenty increased to $00 million), He did, however, obtain 
an advance of £4 milion from the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company agaiust future 
payments of oil royalties, and this has been used to finance the ordinary expenses 
of Government, Fs 

80. As the year progressed, and anti-inflationary legislation was slowly 
forced through a reluctant Majlis, Dr. Millspaugh began to take a more optimistic 
view of the Government's financial position. Revenue returns exceeded his 
expectations, and it was this combined with his reluctance to put before the 
Majlis another major controversial measure, that induced him to postpone his 
request for a foreign loan, Tt is interesting to note the Persian Prime Minister's 
reaction (and presumably that of the Majlis) to the loan project, It can be 
summarised as follows -— 


Purely American loan : acceptable, 
Britimh participation: unweleome, but acceptable if unavoidable, 
‘Russian participation - entirely unacceptable 

And that, perhaps, sums up the degrees of confidence which the Allies enjoy 

mong, well-informed Persians, 


(a) Inflation. 

90. ‘The trend of inflation throughout the year can best be gauged by a 
séudy of the cost-of-living and wholesale price indices. "While in January 1 
he cost-of-living index was 14 and wholesale prive index 564, by December 1943 
they had risen to, 1076 and 60 respectively. (The heavy comparative rise in 
the cost-of-living index figure in an indication of the extent to which retailers 
‘are amassing profits) ‘The internal price level in this country at the end of 
tho year was therefore probably higher than in any other territory in the Middle 
Easi. In the closing months of 1943, however, wholesale prices eased, although 
the relief had not begun to be felt in the retail market. ‘To some extent this 
tendency coll be attributed tothe growing belief that the end of the war was 
tot far of, which caused hoarders of consumer goods to bag to unloud: nt the 
same time an improvement in the transport situation facilitated the arrival in 
the interior of stocks of goods that had lain for months in the Gulf ports: this 
also added to the anxiety of hoarders and contributed to the weakening of black 
market prices. 

1. ‘The scarcely concealed activities of hoarders and speculators also 
greatly bampered Dr. Millspaugh’s offrts at pric stabilisation, and it was not 
{intl late in the year that there was some tightening up in the enforcement of 
these regulations, more particularly against hoarders, some of whom were sent 
to prison. ‘The primary cause of inflation in Persia, of course, was still the 
uncontrolled pressure of a constantly increasinge amount of internal purchasing 
power upon a static or diminishing supply of consumer goods. 


(¢) The Income Tax Bill. 

92 OF all Dr, Millspaugh’s anti-inflationary measures placed before the 
Majlis, the Income Tax Bill was the most unpalatable, as it directly affected all 
the Deputies, and created the crisis which almost led to his departure. ‘The Bill 
hung in the Financial Commission for many weeks, and went through a process 
‘of emascalation which destroyed much of its original purpose. Finally, during 
the first week of November, it came before the Deputies in full sestion for 
enactment. Amendment after amendment was propased—all directed towards 
relieving the of the rich from the incidence of income tax. Tt was 
hvialy the intention of the Deputies to pigeon-hole this popular measure 
for at least the remainder of their term of office, which had almost expired 
‘Dr. Millspaugh thereupon decided to let it be known that unless the Bill was 
passed in its entirety, except for reasonable amendments, he was not going to 
remain. On hearing of this the Shah promptly intervened, indicating that it 
was his wish that the Bill, and the Bill to engage more Americans, should be 
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enacted without delay. So, on the 11th November, the Majlis capitulated, and 
the Bill_was passed. In its final form, the Bill represented ‘a. substantial 
compromise on Dr. Millspaugh’s original proposals, but no amendment was 
incorporated which seriously jeopardised its principles though the postponement 
of its application for a year deprived the country of much-needed revenue. 


(8 The Budget Law. 

83. Another major item of legislation which the Majlis passed in November 
was tho Budget Law for the financial year from March 1043 to March 1014. As 
Presented, the Bill was divided into two parts—the Ordinary Budget, which 
showed a deficit of about 1400 million rials, and the Extraordinary ‘Budget 
(covering the industrial and trading operations of the Government), which was 
feitbalancing. | Aldwoogh Dr. Millgpaugh had indicated thatthe only way" he 
could see of balancing the Ordinary Budget was by borrowing from the Allies, 
the Deputies, in their patriotic zeal, preferred to produce a balanced budget 
iy including as an item of revenue the value of stocks of commodities held by 
the various Government trading organisations at the beginning of the financial 
‘year, rather than consent toa foreign loan. 

(g) Sale of Gold. 

94. By no means the least important weapon employed in the fight against 
inflation in’ Persia waa the sao ty. His Majesty's Goverament of fold fe the 
‘open market, in order to withdraw the excess purchasing power from the people 
to some extent. In the initial stages of the. scheme, which. wan beg we 
June 1943, the proceeds of the sales of gold. were allocated to the British military 
authorities in Persia, to defray in foes their local expenditure, but later, when 
tho United States authorities also began to interest themselves in, what, seemed 
4 profitable plan for financing the cost of the war, an arrangement was concluded 
botwoen London and Washington whereby the whole of the local currency proceeds 
derived from salen in Persia were placed at the disposal of the American 
authorities with effect from 25th September, 1943, 


(t) Note Cireulatios 

95, In January 1943, the value of notes. in circulation was 
Rials 9,193-24 millions compared with 985-93 millions on the outhreak of war 
By December 1943, notes in circulation had rison to.6,150-75 millions, an increase 
during the year of 2,957-31, oF almost 100 per cent. 

96. The mpply ‘of currency notes during the year occasionally gave cause 
for anxiety, but Ubere were no acute shortages such as were experienced in 1942, 
AL one stage early in tho year, however, the currency authorities threatened to 
issue no more notes against sterling until we delivered the gold due to Persin 
under the Financial Agreement. The position we had adopted was that we would 
hand over the gold when the Majlis ratified the agreoment.. As it happened, the 
threat was never carried into effect, and the agreement was ratified in dan 


(i) Sale of Siteer to India. 

When the National Bank of Iran decided, as a matter of policy, wo 
replace the silver in the Currency Reserve by gold which the Government was 
purchasing from the United States authorities, the Government of India were 
Asked if they wished to buy a quantity of 800 tone which was available for nets 
in the open market. Of this amount the bank offered to sell 120 tons at 
Rupees 80 per 100 tolas 016 fine—the approximate price at which the Government 
of India had sold a similar amount to the Persian Government in 1042—and the 
remainder at the current Tehran price. The offer was accepted, atid at the end 
of the year arrangements were being made to pack and ship the silver to India 
Altogether the quantity of silver in the Currency Reserve amounted to 1,600 tons 
and ‘the National Bank hope to be able to sell the whole amount to the 
Government of India. If this can be done, the Persian Government will not only 
stand to make a substantial profit (the silver stands in the Currency Reserve at 
the international market price), but under the Financial Agrocment the rupees 
paid by the Government of India will qualify for convertibility as to 60 per cent, 
into gold. On the other hand, the Government of India are buying the silver ai 
44 price well below that ruling in Bombay. 


Civil Supplies and Transport. 
98. The new im licensing system introduced in the latter part of 1942 
‘the request of the Middle East Supply Centre to restrict imports to essgntie! 
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wodities was functioning by the beginning of the year. Of the total import 
quota for the period January-June of 71,000 tons, licences were issued for 
59,000 tons, the difference being due to a reduction in the originally planned 


riarket for these products. 

9. ‘The Middle East Supply Centre, Tehran, moved out of the British 
Legation in May and set up in separate offices as an Anglo-American body. 
‘The staff novertheless continued to be entirely British, for repeated efforts on our 
part to find Americans to share the work (and the odium) and to facilitate 
Co-operation with the American advisers and the Lease-Leud organisation met 
with no success, and American participation was limited to attendance at 
committees and to the provision of an American room, which is usually empty, in 
the Middle Kast Supply Centre building, In the middle of the year 
De, Millapaugh’s Price Stabilisation Section, as part of its attack on high prices, 
issued « muuber of regulations concerning imports which tended temporarily to 
discourage merchants and caused a diminution of activity; but many of these 
restrictions were later withdrawn and merchants’ imports of the goods that had 
not remained Government monopolies (e.g., cereals, sugar, ten and cotton piece- 

ods) filled the available quotas. Co-operation between the Middle East Supply 
“entre and the Millepaugh Mission, thongh tenuous at first, grew steadily, 
thanks mainly to tho initiative of the former, into a very close and constant 
collaboration. 

100, In the autumn clear signs of potential crisis during the winter 
appeared, but energetic action all round has removed our worst fears. Owing to 
low rater and poor control Government transport had become seriously 
disorganised arid the ability of the Road Transport Department to meet. many 
vital domands arising conctrrently was seriously reduced, although at that time 
the Government owned 900 recently arrived Lend-Lease ‘tracks and had under 
contract (ou paper) about 1,000 other vehicles. Cereals collection and the 
dintribution of other essential goods were very seriously threatened by this 
prevailing lack of transport. Furthermore, the Government monopolies of sugar, 
tea, cotton piece-goods and drugs were not operating, and in fact had resulted 

ly in substantial stocks of these goods not reaching the public. On top of all 
‘this came the threat by Dr, Millspangh and his entire nto resign. Happily 
this was withdrawn in time for the mission to cooperate with the Anglo. 
American supply authorities in removing the wort featares of the threatened 
civil-upply crisis, ‘The Persia and Traq Command and the Middle East Supply 
Centre ‘came to the rescue. The British army undertook to carry cereals for 
Tehran from the west and oil from Kermanshab to Tabriz and from Shahrood 
to Meshed; and arrangements were made for the seconding of Middle East 
Supply Centre officers to Persia to supervise cereals collection and civil road 
transport. 

101. ‘The year closed with the economic situation much steadier and with 
prices showing a tendency to fall. The new Government formed in December 
Indicated & desire to work closely in economic matters with the British and 
American Legations and the Middle East Supply Centre: the new Minister of 
Commerce, Industry and Mines, General Shafai, even paid public tribute to the 
help xiven in the past to Persian industry and trade by Hix Majesty's Legation 

id certain Middle Enst Supply Centre ofbcers 


102. With the end of the war in sight many Tehran merchants began 


thinking of re-establishing connexions with United Kingdom firms; and the 
number of enquiries received by the Commercial Secretariat on this point 
increased. 


Industry. 
103. Early in tho year an Industrial Development Committee was set 1 
under the sais of the Middle East Supply Centre, with Persian, British an 
American participation. Its object was to promote local industry in order to 
economise imports. This body was able to give substantial help to Persian 
factories, and it was mainly thanks to its efforts that the sugar-beet crop was 


arty 


harvested and local sugar production maintained. Lack of transport. hampered 
industry throughout the year. Latterly, signs of labour unrest increased, but 
direct icussian encourageineat, though widely suspected, could not be proved 


Agriculture. 
104. In the early spring the Persian Government asked the Allies for help 
to provide seed for spring cowing. As a result, arrangements were made to import 
000 tons of sorghum (a variety of millet) from Iraq and an Anglo-American- 
Sian committee was set up to supervise distribution. ‘Thanks to the work of 
this committee a large part of the imported seed was sown, but the results, 
unfortunately, were not wood owing (it 1s alleged) to the quality of the seed 
having been poor. The Khuzistan Agricultural Society, under the management 
of Lieutenant-Colonel E. W. C. Noel, D.S.0., C.LE., continued its activity, but 
will not be extended because the soil in that area has proved to be unsuitable. 
Irrigation schemes in the vicinity are, however, being proceeded with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Noel's direction and with ‘the support of the Persian 
partment of Irrigation. 


Grain Collection. 
105. Our efforts to assist the country as a whole to feed itself, so as to be 
independent as far as possible of supplies from abroad, continued throughout 
the year. Thanks to this, to arrivals of wheat from North America and 
adulterants from Iraq, and of wheat from Russia, the country reached the 1043 
harvest without widespread famine, though there were undoubtedly many deatls 
from starvation in various places, including Tehtan, and the free market price 
rose in some places to £80 a ton. The small band of British Consular Linison 
Officers worked untiringly; without their help the aituntion would have been 
much worse, The central control of grain collection was transferred from 
‘Mr. Sheridan, who resigned in August, to Mr, Crawford, another American, 
Mr. Crawford was without experience of sach work, bat he is leas spasmodic 
than Mr. Sheridan and he wel from the start the assistance of British 
officials of whose value it took Mr. Sheridan some time to be convinced, Towards 
the end of the year the control of the Consular Liaison Officers, which had 
hitherto been vested in His Majesty's Legation, was transferred to the Middle 
East Supply Centre, who also interested themselves in the question of additional 
help of Dr. Millspaugh. As Americans to fil the Millspaugh cadre of sixt 
were coming in very slowly it was agreed between the Americans and the British 
concerned that the British authorities should lend for work in Persia a con. 
siderable number of officers and men who had had experience in grain collection 
‘and road transport coutrol in Syria, and that in ‘March 1944 the situation should 
be reviewed to decide whether this help was still needed or not. 
106, The difference between the British attitude and the Russian has been 
touched upon in the section on Soviet Interests.” The north, though the main 
granary of Persia, contributed little towards the feeding of the deficit areas 
juring the 1942-43 harvest, and against the histrionic gift of 25,000 tons of 
wheat from Russia most be set the large quantities of grain, especially rice but 
including several thousand tons of wheat and more of arly which the Soviet 
Authorities cousued in the country ot exported from it, ‘The bamper harvest 
which was secured all over the conntry in 1948 raised the hope that this time the 
north would contribute its quota for the common good. Every reference to this 
subject in conversation with the Russians was mot with ihe enquiry what 
‘Hamadan and Kermanshah were doing. In fact, not only did these two districts, 
which always Sport wheat, do well, but even in Shiraz, which is normally a 
deficit area, the British Consular Liaison Officer made contracts for a quantity 
of grain exceeding local consumption. The lange quantities of wheat. which, 
thanks to the energy of British Consular Liaison Officers, were collected in 
Hamadan and Kermanshah might, however, have been nseless to the capital at 
its time of greatest need if the British military authorities had not carried 
rain from these two places to railhead at Sultanabad with military transport. 
& the end of the year the quantity carried had exceeded 10,000 tons and the 
lift was continuing. The Prime Minister, stimulated by Dr. Millspangh and 
the British Legation, approached the Soviet Embassy about grain supplies from 
the north, whence Dr. Millspangh had hoped to obtain 60,000 tons towards feeding 
the deficit areas and building up a reserve. ‘The Russians admitted 40,000 
tons fair quota from the north, and offered to help with the carriage from 
the main cent wrovided that adequate road transport was provided for local 
hauls Considerable numbers of lorries were sent up to Meshed and Tabriz, 
























































bat by the! end of the year the quantity of grain received by Tehran from 
Khorassant was small, and from Azerbaijan, uil 

107. On the other hand, the position in the central and southern regions 
of Persia is vastly different. ‘Out of a target of 170,000 tons up to the harvest 
of 194, 149,300 ‘tons had actually been collected by the end of the year and 
grain was atill coming in satisfactorily. Provided that 20,000 tons only. out of 
the 40,000 tons hoped for from the northern areas are actually received in 
Tehran, it seems likely that grain supplies will be sufficient to last till next 
harvest without the nevessty to import trom abroad, If this result is achieved, 
it will be because, whereas the north has served the State very ill, the south has 
made an unprecedently high contribution—thanks to the assistance afforded by 
British consular officers and British Consular Liaison Officers whose local 
knowledge, energy and powers of persuasion have been invaluable 


Locust Control 

108. Since 1043 was the third yenr of the current migratory cycle of the 
Desert Locust and a serious influx of swarms into Persia was expected, the 
Bvitish, Soviet and Indian Governments lent every possible assistance 16 the 
Persian Government, with a view to obviating emergency shipments of food to 
this county and also to hindering the mass reproduction of the. insect. which 
threatened India and the USSR. 

109, A. mission of Soviet entomologists (who had been in Persia since 
1941 under the provisions of the Persian-Soviet Anti-Locust. Agreement) and a 
British Locust Control Officer (Mr. 0. B. Lean) co-operated with the Persian 
Ministry of Agriculture in, perfecting as far as possible the Persian control 

jon, atid successive releases of lorries for this organisation ware made 

Anglo-American-Persion. Road Transport Board. In addition, the 
mupport of the. Inter-departmental Committee on Locust Control and of, the 
Minister of State Resident in the Middle East enabled Mr, Lean to secure. very 
generous asistance, from the British military authorities. An. Indian. cavalry 
rogiment was placed at his disposal for scouting and eventual control oper: 
tions in Khuzistan, and when it transpired that. the unusual weather condition 
of the winter of 1942-48 bad confined the invading swarms to Rast Pe 
Thdian army despatched several companies into Kerman Province, wh 
did excellent work with Mr. Lean. Meanwhile, the Government of In 
despatched a represantative to the Tehran International Locust Control 
mittee (De. K, D, Bawoja), whoo first-hand information about the westward 
movement of swarms. from india and, whose axsistance in the forward planning 
of the Persian campaign were of great value. The Soviet mission, for their 
part called forward ant neroplane fited with apparatus for the destruction of 
locusts from the air by poison dust and after having installed similar apparatus 
into fivo Persian’ aircraft they supervised effective operations by this method 
in Khornssan, towards the end of the summer. In spite of the considerable 
effort employed. against them the locusts penetrated as far north as Meshed and 
‘as for west ns Hamadan district, but the damage to crops was insignificant, 

110, In July the Persian Government called an international anti-locust 
conference in Tehran (at the tion of the Anti-Locust Research Centro in 
London) at which it was generally agreed that preparations must be made in 
the automn of 1943 for a much more serious campaign in, Persia in 1044 
Consequently, » Soviet aerial control unit. was established at Jiwani, a Royal 
Air Force anti-locust flight at Bandar Abbas, and British military’ unite at 
ith these centres, Large orders for a new lethal dust (with di-nitro-orthocresot 
hase) were placed in the United Kingdom and the United States. And by 
November every preparation had been made for a devastating campaign against 
the stmurms which were expected to enter from India and Oman. 

Tit, ‘The nonarrival of Desert. Locusts in Persia (owing mainly to a 
enccesaful campaign in India during the summer of 1943) has been a source of 
justifiable disappointment to those who worked so hard to prepare for them, 

ase the success of such a mechanised campaign (an attack on and not a 
defence against the pest) would have. been epoch-making. However, the 
preservation of the crops from locusts now is the most important thing, and the 
Experience gained from training the units concerned. will undoubtedly be of 
value in future migratory eycles. 
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(B 2156/422/34) No 12 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden-—(Received 71h April) 

(No. 137) q eral 

1; HIS Majesty’s representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Mair ond has the hononr to transit 
rewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 12 for the period of the 20th to th 

26th March, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. ¥ 


Tehran, 27th March, 1944. 


: Enolosare in No. 12. 

(Secret) 

Military A taché’s Intelligence Summary No, 12 for the period 20th to 26th March, 
104 


Pervian A fairs 
Political = 
1. THE Minister is having difficulties with the Majlis over the 
famearition of his Cabinet, in spite of the fact that the Deputies had astuted 
hhim that they would give him » free hand, expressing, however, the hope that he 
would select his s rom the young, progressive and hones. Sa’ed intended 
to retain the ‘as it was, with the exception of Seyyid Mushin Sadr, the 
Minister of Justice, and making a new appointment to the vacant. Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce. The Majlis, honever, indicated that this did tot fall 
within their interpretation of a free hand, and the representatives of so-called 
Majlis parties demand that more of the young and progressive should be repre 
seated, but they have refrained from specifying the {udividuals who would ioene 
with their approval. The five days of the Noruz holidays postponed the issue. 


Economic, 


2. The absence of spring rains in lange areas of the country ix arousit 
ansicty regarding the next harvest. with the inovitable result of 2 Fis, prices 
in the wholesale and free retail markets and an increase of hoarding and specu 
tion. |The immediate grain situation is sutisfactory, some 300,000 tons of the 
310,000 required to feed the towns until the next harvest having been collected, 
But the latter figure includes no reserve, and the Governtent should have n reserve 


of at least 50,000 tons. The prospects of collecting this amount are not 
although there are still stocks of grain in the countey. Of 15000 tons cepecead 
from Azerbaijan only 700 tons have as yet reached the capital 


Persian Forces. 
Army. 

3. Eight more American officers have arrived to juin General Ridley’ 
mien, ming nineteen inal. A tated i expecta” Poe of the wl vo 
posted to the Headquarters of Provincial Divisions, 0 that th ¢ oF 
American ofher at cach Divisional Headquarters,” “itt tere will be one 


A ppointments—; military— 
ies pera) Himmat to command the 6th (Fars) Division vice Sarhang 
5. The following promotions have heen announced :-— 
be et! be arene 
lal A mi (F.O. 2; MLA. 2), i Ki 
: Molen itn 2), Commanding 7th (Kerman and 
ismail S ite] linister of Comr 
Rahul Katinas Mita Governor of Tehtan 
fuhammad Hussei iraz—Cor it i ii 
Ait Chet = ans mmanding Persian Air Force. 
rfa—Commanding 1st Division. 
Haji_Ali Razmara—Commanding Officers! Schoo! 
‘Shah's Military Secretariat, we" Ca8t Se 

























































































Sarhangs to be Sartipe— 


Reza Javadi—Commanding rd (Azerbaijan) Division. 

Assadullah Gulshayan—Commanding 5th (Luristan) Division. 

Hushmand Afshar—Commanding 4th (Kurdistan) Division, 

Mansour Muzayini— Commanding 2nd (Tehran) Division. 

Fazlullah Humayuni iding 10th (Khuzistan) Division. 

Nasrullah Motazedi—Commanding Independent Cavalry Brigade. 

Abbas Wahdati—Commanding 19th Brigade, Khwash, 7th (Kerman and 
‘Mekran) Division. 

Ali Akbar She'ri—Inspector of Infantry. 

Mohammad Boqir Amir Nizami—Head of the 2nd Bureau, General 
Sta 

Abdullah Qalabegi—Military Prosecutor-General. 

Seyid Wahullah Ray—Medical Services. 

All Firuzi—Veterinary Services, 


Gendarmerie, 
‘Sarhangs to be Sartips— 
Farzaneh—Chiet of Staff of the Gendarmerie, 
Feraidan—Commanding Gendarmerie of 2nd (Azerbaijan) District 
Muqaddam—Chief of Gendarmerie Medical Services. 


Internal Security. 
Fars. 


4. Four of the five Germans who were being harboured by the Qashgai have 
ben handed over tothe British Seruriey nulhortien, This akculd preatie reece 
tho pomibility of attacks deliberately almed against British war intereste, The 
usaal disturbances are, however, to he expected during the migration, which is 
likely to bogin cartier than sual this year for tribes th southern and southeast 
Fats, owing to lack of rain and grazing 


Khovassan 


7. | Dissenssions between Kurdish chiefs of tho Bujnurd-Quchan area, notably 
Farajollah Khan Zaafaranlu and Ali Khan Bisharanla, same for long disturbed 
the peace of that district, ‘The Persian Government have been able to do little to 
maintain order owing to the Russian prohibition on the entry of Persian troops to 
that area. ‘The Russians have, however, resently agreed to the stationing there 
of a small detachment. 


American Affaire, 
8% Thete rv dow American advisors in the following departments 
Persian’ administration +— ne pobre Nad 
Army 19 
Gendarmerie F 

Police 
Irrigation 


Finance; Audit; Internal Revenue; Customs; Prive Stabilisati 
‘Transport; Cereals and Bread; Monopoly Goods; Ceded Prope 
Public Domaine—all under the supreme control of Dr, Millspangh—3t 


Russian Affaire, 


9. In Summary No, 2/44, paragraph 15, it was stated that M. Kosloy, 
Soviet Conga General in Meshed, Shad Been ‘ppointa io the Inter-Alied 
European Commission. This has now been cancelled and he has been appoint 
Soviet Minister in Abyasinia. saaetees or seer 
10, Over 3,000 tons of stores were delivered to the Soviet anthoritis 
UK... by the Zahidan-Meshed route during the wonth, the | Ca Fatensty te 
the 4th March. In addition, the U.K.C.C. carried 2121 tons of stores for the 
Beraeesices from Shahrud to the Russian frontier at Bajgiran during the 
British Affairs. 


11. The total amount of grain lifted by Bri ii for 
Persia Government is 18240 tous-ace Somnary No’ 9/44, paragraph no 
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French Affe 


12. M_ Pierre Lafond, delegate to Persia of the French National Committee, 
has now arrived in Tehran. 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. : a 
13. The Prime Minister presented the following Cabinet to the Shah on the 
evening of the 26th Mareh >— > 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs: Mubammad Sa’ed. 
Ministers without Portfolio: Mustafa Adl, Morteza Quli Bayat 
(F.0. 50; MLA. 65), 
Industry and Mines: Amanullah Ardalan. 
Roads ond Communications : Hamid Sayyah. 
Interior : Abdul Hussein Ha jbir. 
War: Ibrahim Zand. 
Pablic Health : Dr. Ghani ‘ 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs: Abul Qasim Ferouhar (F.0. 74; 
M.A 9). 
Education: General Ali Riazi. 
Justice : Assadullah Mamaghani. 
‘Agricultnre: Mahmud Fateh. 
Finance: Mahmud Nariman. 


‘Tho last five are new appointments, They can hardly be said to reprose 
progressive youth. Ferouhar has been a Minister in Reza Shah's Cabinet and 
was Deputy for Tehran in the last Majlis, sneral Ali Riazi was Chief of Staff. 
He in not ill-suited to his present post, but his appointment to the Cabinet. is 

wrobably. due mai Shah's desire to get nid of him politely from the 
Beoeral Stat with a view w the sprnitiment ot Gegera Yaadan‘Panah 
Assadullah Mamaghani wax a Judge of the High Court of Appeal, with a none 
too good reputation ax regards his sentiments towards the Allies. Mahmud Fateh 
was Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture. Nariman is a former 
Director-General af the Departinent of Indirect Taxation, Bayat, who han been 
inchided in the Cabinet mainly for the purvone of relieving the Prime Ministr 
of parliamentary work aud to deal with Deputies, for which he is better qualified 
than the honest and not too eloquent Prime Minister, was Minister of Finance in 
Sohwily's econd Cabinet it the spring of 1043. ‘The Renctioas Of tho Majlis are 
rot yet known, but it will be surprising if this Cabinet has a long life, 


Tehran, 28th March, 1944. 





(1B 2885/42/34) No. 13. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 19th April.) 
(No. 147) i 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transinit 
herewith a copy of Intelligerice Summary No. 13 for the period the 27th March 
to the 2nd April, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this embassy, 


Tehran, 8rd April, 1044. 


Enclosure in No. 13. 
(Secret) 
Military Attoché’s Intelligence Summary No, 13 for the Period 
21th March-2nd April, 1944. 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. 

‘THE Majlis did not take 1 signify their disapproval of the new 
Cabinet, whose composition was given in Sommary No 12, paragraph 13. The 
Prime Minister then invited the Depaties to furnish him'with a list of thirty 
persons acceptable to them from which be would select his Ministers. By 
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allowing that the Deputies might dictate to him the composition of his Cabinet 
the Prime Minister has weakened his position, and even among the Deputies one 
of the five parties which bave been forined and the independents, who have jained 
no party, Profess to be averse to any such intervention by the Majlis. Tt is 
understood that good deal of the opposition of the Deputies to the present 
Cabinet is concentrated against Ibrahim Zand, the Minister for War, Dr. Ghani, 
the Minister for Public Health, and General Riazi, the Minister for Edncation, 
because itis believed that they were nominated by the Shab. Two of his selections 
in the previous Cabinet, Nuri Ixfandiari and Nasrullah Intizam, have already 
been dropped... ‘The opposition of the Deputies to: these Ministers arises not s0 

om objection to them personally as from resentment. at the Shah's inter 
ference. There is a very strong feeling in the Majlis that the Shah's activities 
must be confined within str tutional bounds. Dr. Millspaugh, too, is 
likely to come in for vigorous criticism 

2. Five parties, or rather groups, since, with the exception of the Tudeh, 
they are not political parties in the ordinary sense, have been formed in the 
Majlis. They are the Democrats with 19 incmbers. the Letifag-eMillé, with 
13 'mombors, the Tudeh with 8 members, the Mihan with 19 members, and the 
fran with 11 members. The last-named is composed entirely of Deputies 
from Khorassan. These groups include 69 of the 108 Deputies ‘elected up 

» the 2nd April. Some Deputies who re likely to be influential in the Maj 
notably Seyyid Zia-ed-Din Tabatabai, Seyyid’ Muhammad 
De. Muraddig ‘and “Ali Dashti, have not joined. groups. 
twenty-eight Deputies to be elected, mostly from Azerbaijan and Fars, Of the 
ies already elected, the certificates of election of eighty-three have been 
nccepted by the Majlis. 

3. ‘The Prime Minister announced the programme of his Government as 
collaboration with Persia's allies on the basis of mutual respect for each othe 
Fights and interests: strengthening of friendly relations with friendly and 
neighbouring countries; reestablishment of public security. and. faithful 
execution of the laws, measures to assure the provision of food and emential 
noes of the population; measures to assure to peasante and the working classes 
the exsential minimum in food, housing, hygiene and education. admit 
Yeorganisation to amociate the people inore closely with the administration of 
local affaire: long-term plana for agriculture, industry, commerce, public health 
and education; ‘improvement of the sitnition of ‘Government. employees; 
encouragement for the deserving and punishment for the delinquent. 

4, A Tradesmen's and Guilds’ Union has beon formed in Tehran whose 
alleged objects are to improve the economic position of the country. to fight 
Against speculation and profiteering: to promote charitable works; to protect 
workers and employees of trades and guilds; and to steongthen the syatem of 
Parliamentary government, 

5, Tho arrest and trial of Soheily, the previous Prime Minister, has been 
demanded by certain Deputies on charger of Acopting bribes, nconstitational 
interference in the elections, ileal suspension of newspapers and smugglin 
jewels out of Persia in the baggage of agents whom he had provided wit 
diplomatic passports, 


Economie, 

6. His Majesty’s Consul-Genora) at Tabriz reports that, owing to the ban 
imposed by the Soviet authorities on the export of dried fruits from Azerbaijan, 
great hardship is being imposed on growers and merdhants. Estimated stocks are 
‘ow 2,100 tons of almonds, 16,000 tons of raisins and 9,000 tons of peaches. 

7. Tho municipal tax of 3 per cent. levied on all goods and food-stufls 
brought to towns for sale has been abolished from the 21st March. 


Appointmenta—Ciwil 
8. Muhammad Nakbai to be Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State to the 
Prime Minister, 


Perrian Forces. 
itary. 
Kamran Pursaif to command the Behbehan Brigade (10th 
(ii) Sarhang IT Habibullah Deihimi, Chief of Staff of the Southern Army, 


to be Sarkang. 
(iti) Sartip Ali Akbar Sha’ri to be Military Governor of Tehran. 
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Internal Security, 
Fare. unde 
10. Nasir Qushgai has been sending threatening telegrams to the Majlis an 
he Gormenamms Te props ee ate says, are 60 enraged at the interference 
of the Government in the elections (to which he likes to attribute his failure wo be 
elected for Shiraz) and are so likely to be driven to despair by famine that he 
dissociates himself from any responsibility for the good behaviour of the tribes. 
‘This mood, if it lasts, may result in some robbery. A village has already been 
Jooted—on the night of the 27th-26th March—in the near vicinity of Shiraz, but 
dashgai complicity bas not been proved. Nasir’s demands grow more ambitious. 
Re TE ow Hating tiat be chou bo made Governor General of Fare General 
‘Jahanbani has tentatively resigned, possibly because he fears that the sitaation 
may get out of hand. 


Kerman. 

In October last operations were carried out by Persian troops against 
sn old tribal briganed oF the Serian, district Hloowin Bechabeht, which esalied 
in his submission, His son, Akbar Khan Shujapur, however, remained an outlaw 
fand has only recently surrendered himself, bringing in with him the rifles taken 
last year from the gendarmerie at Baft, The remaining prominent outlaw of this 
tribe, Murad Ali Murad, is still at large. 


British Affaire. 
12. Since it has now been decided that an. invasion of locusts into South- 
East Porsia is improbable, the Transjordan Frontier Force Regiment and the 
RIA. ant locum fight are tobe withdrawn from the Bandar Abbas Task aFen 
(sce Summary No. 5/44, paragraph 8), 


Russian Affairs 


13. Further information shows that the movements of Russian troops along 
the Turkish frontier, referred to in Summary No. 11/44, paragraph 10, wore 
almost certainly merely normal reliefs. The increase in numbers is inconsiderable, 
From Sabzawar, 100 miles west of Meshes, comes reliable information that the 
Russians have secured accommodation there for fresh troops, sufficient, nccordin 
to local reports, for 6,000. This is certainly an exaggeration, but the arrival 
Rnssian troops in Sabzawar ix confirmed, and coincident with their arrival the 
Soviet commander in Meabed ordered the closing down of all public traffic over 
the Khorassan telephone lines, ‘ 

M4. The Tabriz elections are now finished, but the counting of yotes will 
take about another month, His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz. reports that 
Russian interference ou behalf of their candidates has been open and aggressive 
fund so elective that i is likely hat they willbe elected spite ofthe fact that 
they command no respect. locally. 


American Affairs. 


15. The appointment has been announced of Mr. Leland Morris as American 
Avibassador to Persia, 





(B 2396 /189/34) No. 14. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 1th April.) 


oe Tehran, Sed April, 194. 
oT AS. re not. yet over in, some parts of the country Tam not 
ina pees oe ‘Tally ‘on the composition ‘of the {4th ‘Majlis; the following 
notes on the present position may, however. be of interest. “ine 
2. By the 2nd “April the election of 108 Deputies bad been, noone, 
leaving 2 results to come, mostly from Azarbaijan (including Tabriz) aud Fars 
Of the 108 Deputies so far elected the certificates of ection of 88 have be, 
by the Majlis: the certificate of election of one Deputy, Habibullah Durri 

jaz, bas been rejected. - 
rs OY ihe 108 Deputies 40 were members of the 13th Majlis, $2 having 
been re-elected for their old constituencies and 8, elected for different ones, 
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Among tho old members reslected are Ds. Taberi, Amir Taimur, Naragi, 
Behbehani, Ali Dashti and Tehranchi. The notorious trouble-maker, Majid 
Muwaqgar, has not s0 far secured re-election, nor has the reactionary business- 
man,-Nikpur.. Among the new Deputies are several well-known, personalities 
such a5 Sayyid Zia-ud-Din, Tabatabai, Sayyid Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai and 
Dr. Muhammad Musaddiq, and, apart from the Tudeh, a number of compara- 
tively young men of the professional classes, 

4. The usual. groups have, been formed among the Deputies who have 
reached Tehran and account for about two-thirds of them, the rest considering 
themselves ‘‘ independents.” With the exception of the Tudeh none of these 
groups possess principles, disipline or cohesion, and T need not trouble you with 
@ detailed account of them. The Tudeh group at present numbers eight : 
Inkandari (Sari), Fidakar (Isfahan), Gunabadi (Sabzawar), Kambakhsh (Qazvin), 
Khalathari (Babul), Kishawarz (Pahlavi), Radmanish (Lahijan) and Shaha 
Firdowsi (Firdows), 

discuss the certificates of 

id unhelpful advice to M. Sa'id 

¢ there are so many new Deputies 
pected that the 14th Majlis will te 


‘election of its members a 
‘ou the composition of h 


composition of the Majlis when the 


7. Copies of thin despatch are being sent to the Government of India, and 
to the Minister Resident in the Middle East. 


T have, &e. 
R. W. BULLARD. 


(B 2389/189/34) No, 18, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Receieed 19th April) 


(No. 160, Confidential) 

Sir, Tehran, 6th April, 1944. 
WITH roference to my despatch No. 10 of the Ist January, T have the 

honour w convey to you herewith a report on events in Persia daring the first 

three months of 1044, 


Raising of His Majeaty’s Legation to Statue of Embasxy. 

2 At the end of 1048 the Stato Department informed Hin Majesty's 
Finbassy at Washington that the President of the United States had decided to 
raiso the American Legation at Tehran to an embassy; as a result of the Tebran 
Conference declaration regarding Pertis, the later was now regarded as having 
assumed the status of co-belligerent and it was the general policy of the Unit 
States Government to have embassies in co-belligerent countries. 

3. Tn view of this decision His Majesty's Government docided to elevate the 
status of His Majesty's Legation. On the 10th February His Majesty's Mission 
issued an announcement to the effect that it had been decided to raise the statna 
of the British and United States Legations to that of embassies; His Majesty's 
Government had come to the conclusion that in view of their special relations 
with the Persian Government, recently strengthend by the Persian declaration 
of war on Germany and the adherence of Persia to the United Nations, this change 
of status of their mission constituted a natural development and would serve to 
Perpetnate the feelings of cordialty and friendship which had so long existed 
hetween Great Britain and Persia, (The United States Legation issued a similar 
announcement the same day.) 

4, [presented my new credentials to His Imperial Majesty The Shahinshah 
on the 9th March. 

5, The Persian Legation in London has likewise been raised to an embassy: 


Relations with Indio. 

'6._ As part of a move to improve Indo-Persian relations, the Government 
of India in December 1943 issued an invitation to the Persian Government to 
sond a small cultural mission to tour India this cold weather as guests of the 
Government of Tndia, ‘The mission, chosen with the concurrence of His Majesty's 
Embassy, consisted of Ali Asghar Hikmat, an ex-Minister of Education and of 
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‘Tustice, Foor-Davoud, a professor of literature and u specialist in. Avertic studies 
‘and ancient Persian law, and Rashid-i-Yasem), a. professor of history. 

7. The mission reached New Delhi on the Sth March, 1944, and are still 
inIndia. ‘They stayed a few days at the Viveroy's house, visited Deihi University, 
the Dellii Polytechnic, where they saw war technicians under training, All-India 
Radio and the ancient monuments of Delhi. From here the mission proceeded on 
tour of Lahore, Aligarh, Benares, Allahabad, Bombay and Hyderabad (Deccan) 
visiting museums, universities, industries and colleges of all kinds After 
Visiting Bangalore and Madras the official tour will terminate, bat it is understood 
that one or two members of the mission propose to spend further n India 
poring their investizations, The mission was entertained at various places 

W Governors of provinces and other distinguished persons, by city corporations, 
Islamic and other. societies and the staffs of universities and colleges. From 
Teports received the mission appears to have been a success. Much wil now 
depend on the extent to which the members disseminate the facts they have 
ed in India on their wturn to Persia. ‘The majority even of educated 
ly ignorant of. the cultore and the progress in scientific and 

industrial matters to be found in India 


lonen, to give 
of the mission 


Security. 
9. Asa result of further strong pressure by this mission the Persian Govern 
ment and the Soviet Embisay eventually agreed that the Persian suspects at 
the interament camp at Sultannbad on the Russian list should be transferred to 
the Russian zone. d from Sultanakad on the 3rd Vebruary, 
ferred to Resht. The joint investigation 
by the Anglo: Persian Comminsion of the suspects on the British list was completed 
the 2rd February, and it was decided to release twenty-three; only one of 
them, however, was found to be completely innocent. ‘The remainder wens made 
to sign an undertaking :— 
(a) To refrain from anti-Allied ctivities; 
(@ To votity any change of ede; 
{c) To report to the police when required; and 
(@) To communicate to the Persian and British authorities any information 
regarding anti-Allied activities which migght come to their notice, 


‘he Soviet Fanbassy was kept informed of the release of these nuypects 

10. In the middle of March the Persian Government pressed Hix Majesty's 
Mission to allow the internees still remaining at Saltanabad to be transferred to 
Tehran, ‘This has been agreed to in principle, and the internces will be 
transferred as soon as the new camp has been made secure, 

11. After prolonged negotiations with the British Security authorities the 
Quabgai handed over to them four Germans whom, they had been harbouring for 
@ number of months, A fith German, who was born in Russia but had lived 
many years in Persia, bad escaped or had been allowed to escape two or three 
weeks before. So far as is known there are no other Germans loose in Persia 

12. Our_ Security authorities had" intervepted sy 
Nasir Qashgai's brothers, who were retarning to Persia, fom Gierina 
‘was not without influence on the outcome of the negotiations. 

restored to the bosom of their tribe. 


Anglo-Persian Public Relations. 

13. The Public i propaganda 
material in considerable quantities t ry. This reading matter 
is eagerly sought after and the principal periodicals are now firmly established. 
A new venture in the form of a fortnightly. children’s newspaper, designed 
primarily to project Britain and the Commonwealth to the impressionable youth 
of Persia, has been particularly succesful, and over 17,000 copies are rezularly 
ought by school children allover the country. 

14. The half-bour daily broadcasts from Tehran Radio by the Public 
Relations Burean were favourably received, and particular interest was shown 
in a new series of talks given by Persian “* guest speakers.” ‘The mobile cinema 
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vans of the bareau continued to give performances throughont the country, and 
1m several areas reached audiences which had hitherto never seen a cinema, 
15, 


of people 
Pid, Publicity was given tothe activities of the Middle East Supply Centre 
‘and other British institutions giving material help to'the country through the 
medium of special articles written for the English daily newspaper published 
by the bureau and for the local Persian press r 
"17, Special attention continued to be paid to propaganda directed towards 
the many Allied nationals in ‘Tehran and the classes in English instituted by 
the Bureau by agreement with the British Council attracted over 400 pupils 
from the Czech and Polish communities. 


British Council Activities, 

18. Tehran—The Anglo-Persian Institute in Tehran now has 800 adult 
students and 750 club members. ‘The staff also teaches in the University, 
‘Teachers’ Training College, schools, Technical College and Survey Department 
of the Ministey of Mines, and the National Bank. By using the voluntary 
wrvices of British persons employed in the embassy, Army and Royal Air Force, 
‘evening clases for 500 more adult students have been opened in a school 
(previously the American College) belonging to the Ministry of Education, 
Classen in the Agricultural College, near Tehran, have been started, and selected 
students will be sent to agricultural universities in India, A large building 
bolonging to the Tehran Municipality has been leased and all council activities, 
‘othor than teaching, will be moved to it. ‘The Anglo-Persian Medical Association, 
Dramatic Society, Art Club asid Musio Society have increased their activities 
A Shakespeare play will be stayed out-of-doors in June. It is intended. to 
publish the British medical bulletin in Persian, and broadcast English lessons 
from the Tehran Broadcasting Station will constence in April. 

19. Jsfahan—The Anglo-Persian Institute in Isfahan now has 350 
adult students and 150 club members. ‘To accommodate the increasing number 
‘of members the removal of ll club activities to another building is under 

ation. | The demand for further teaching, particularly in the twelve 
iahan factories, is insistent but cannot be undertaken owing to shortage 


. General—Special courses in the Tehran nnd Isfaban institutes for 
thowe wishing. to take entrance examinations in Persia for British universities 
will be started in April, Many applications have been received. for the six 
rescarch scholarships tn the United Kingdom, alrdy ollerel hy the concn, fe 
October 1944. The opening of institutes elsewhere in Persia (which has beer 
strongly urged by all consulates) cannot be considered until more staff is avail 
able, 


Amerioan Interests, 


21. Ax stated in paragraph. 3 the American Legation has been raised to 
an embassy, Mr, Dreyfus, the Minister, has been on. leave since the ‘Tehran 
Conference and, ix not returning. It. is announced that the ‘first American 
jimbassador to Tehran will be Mr. Leland B, Morris, at present Minister: tn 
Teeland, where he will be succeeded by Mr. Dreyfus. 

22, On the ded March the Foreign Office informed: His Majesty's Mission 
that there might be some discussions regarding “Middle East policy. with 
Mr. Stettinins, who was to visit the United Kingdom in the second half of 
March; if there were any special questions affecting Anglo-American relations, 


Tn reply, His Majesty's 


(@) The lack of co-ordination between the American advisers in Persia was 
Somewhat disturbing; the United States Government and. Wis 
Majesty's Mission were equally desirous that the advisers: should 


sue , being convinced that if they failed Persia had a a 

of keeping ber feet unless some dictator, so reolute se ns ae 

oe dee teehee ee Sa to the front. Rassia hardly concealed 
it aniosity towards the advisers in general m 

their work. The advisers, however, had uo cobeaice aguas fee 
selves and His Majesty's Mission wished to suggest that there ahold 
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be some co-ordinating authority. This should be the American 
Embesey. and His Majesty's Mission considered that instructions to 
that end should be given to the new American Ambassador; is 
Majesty's Mission added that the American. Chargé d’Affaires, 
Mr. Ford, was in general agreement with their views. 

(®) The Standard-Vacuum Company and the Shell Group, backed by 
‘American aud British Governments respectively, were competing 
for oil concessions in Persia. The Persians, and probably. the 
Russians, were likely to regard this as a conflict of national interests 
and to rejoice accordingly. Apart from the desirability of avoiding, 
if possible, Anglo-American rivalry, His Majesty's Mission suggested 
that the Persian Government were not likely to grant a new concession 
to British interests when the grant of a concession to American 
applicants would at once give the powerful United States Gove 
‘ment an economic interest in the fate of Persia. (To this the Foreign 
Office replied that the desirability of reaching an understanding with 
the Americans over oil concessions was fully realised by. His 
Majesty's Government, but that meanwhilo His Majesty's Mission 
should continue to support the Shell group.) 


Soviet Interests. 

23, During February there was a sare regarding the alleged arrival of 
fresh Soviet troops in North Persia; after making enquiries, Hix Majesty's 
Mission reported to the Foreign Office that the rumours were not confirmed, 
although there had been some reliefs of Russian troops and at additional Inbour 
battalion tad been brough Tn March, however, confirmation was 
received from several sources of movements and increases of Soviet troops alony 
the Turkish frontier; previoux troops had been relieved by fresh troops ani 
itrrisons at Khoi, Shahpur and flatirgan, had been reinforved, hong ot on 
4 large scale. ‘The Soviet military attaché denied that thore had been any 
increases. 

‘2. The Soviet section of the Tripartite Censorship in Tehran bas recently 

gun to examine, with the greatest care, all books sent out from the United 
Kingdom to booksellers in Persia, and they have now listed about twenty ax 
Prohibited. ‘The list includes a number of lookx which are admittedly highly 
critical of the Soviet régime, bist also Modern Iran, by Mr. Elwell-Sutton, 
A member of the staff of the Public Relations Bareau, and Robert Byron's 

‘rst Russia, Then Tibet. ‘They have also refused to allow to be distributed 

many items of news in which the British section saw no harm. Tn some cases, 
the items have subsequently been published in The Daily News which, bei 

arded by the Soviet authorities as th 


lish cave. One 
the Daily News after the Soviet section hind 
prohibited its general distribution, merely pointed out the obvious fact that the 
lendid Russian victories bad been facilitated 10 some extent by the Anglo 
merican air attacks on German industrial targets 
25. ‘The cultural activities of the Russians in Persia are increasing. On 
the 6th February the inauguration ceremony was held of a nowly-formed 
committee for Soviet-Persian Cultural Relations (Please compare penultimate 
paragraph of my despatch under reference) ‘The Persian Prime Minister and 
the Soviet Ambassador are honorary presidents. The committee has not yet 
taken any building for cultural activities in spite of many rumours to the 
septrary, |The teaching of the Russian Janguage by Russians in the university, 
schools, and in technical and agricultural ol now being strougly urged 
upon the Persian authorities ee a ates 


Polish Interests. 


_26. The main event affecting the Polish refugees in Persia during the 
riod under reference was the visit of M. Henryk Strasburger, the Polish 
inister of State. ‘This was the second time that a member of the Polish 

Government, had visited Persia, the previous occasion being the visit of 

M. Stancayk, ‘the Minister of’ Social Welfare, in the spring of 1043. 
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AM, Strasburger arrived on the 24th February, spent fourteen. days in Tehran, 
Where he made a thorough tour of inspection and then spent for days visiting 
the Polish children’s colony in Isfahan. He left Persia on the 12th March. 

27. The total number of Polish civilians in Persia on the Ist January was 
9,622. By the end of March this had been reduced to 9,866. In the interval one 
ship left with $49 Poles with Rhodesia as their ultimate destination, The 
remining odd 400 left for various destinations such as Palestine or (in the case 
of a few) the United Kingdom either as military personnel recruited in,‘Tehran 
or as civilians. Negotiations were started for the settlement of 500 Poles in Syria 
and for about 200 Young Men’s Christian Association, Young Women's Christian 
Association and Red Cross personnel to be transferred to Palestine. Neither of 
these plans had matured by the end of the period under discussion. 

28. Ax the bulk of Polish refugees come from the eastern provinces of 
Poland, the declaration by Mr. Churchill concerning the future eastern frontier 
of Poland had a disturbing and demoralising effect on the refugecs in Persia 
and rendered more difficult the task of the British authorities who deal with them. 
‘A fresh diffcalty was created towards the end of March when some Poles repre 
senting the Union of Polish Patriots in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
set up an office in Tehran and began to angle for support among the refugees, 
using as bait the offer to allow the refugees to communicate with their relations 
in Russia and to send them parcels, 


Taternal Potities and Majlis 

20, The position at the ond of 1048 was that tho Majlis was notin soso, 
tho 13th legislative period having come to an end and the 14th not havin 
cont About one half of the Deputies had been elected, hut the results o 
the ‘Tehran elections were not Known, thoagh voting had finished. Provincial 
Sowuls were, however coming in stedily, and early in January a sufceat number 
of Deputies o enable tho Majlis to gpen wore elected ‘The formal apening was 
fixed for the 22nd January and all arrangements were made, when, as the 
result of @ serion of intrigues, the ceremony was postponed. The Shah was 
cortainly against the opening, and went so far as to suggest to His Majesty's 
Minister that as the olgctions had been so badly conducted it, would be a 
plan to annul them and to have fresh elections under a Prime Minister in wl 
everyone would have confidence, viz., Dr. Musaddiq. His Majesty «poke of large 
sums spent on voles and interferonce by officials and by the Russians. The tru 
‘fooms to have been that what the Shah really wanted was to have a more sub- 
hervieat Majlis; bo was alo apprehensive of what would happen when Seyyid 
Zia ‘Tabntabai took hia seat, and hoped that in fresh elections the Seyyid might 
bo dofeated, His Majesty’ Minister deprecated the Shah's plan and pointed 
‘out that it did not seem to be founded on good constitntional grounds as the 
Majlis was in any, cane boand to examine the Deputies’ ercdeatiale and hear 
any complaints of irregularity new elections, pecially if governed by 8 new 
electoral law promulgated by decree, would therefore be likely to arouse feeling 
against the Shah himself. The Shah finally abandoned his plan, all as bis 
reason that Dr. Masaddiq wanted first to hold a referendum to amend the 
electoral law. 

‘30. ‘The date of formal opening was finally fixed for the 26th February, 
‘and the Majlis was in due course opened on that day by the Shab, who made a 
speech setting forth the tasks which lay before the Majlis during the 
Mth legislative period 

31. ‘Then etisued the usual examination of the credentials of Deputies. A 
number of objections were tabled, the most interesting being those against the 
election of Seyyid Zia Tabatabai. ‘The attack was led by De. Musaddig. whe 
based his objection not on the election proceedings at Yead but on the Seyyi 
unfitness to be a Deputy owing to his share in the coup d'Etat of February 1921 
and the subsequent events. A full-dress debate ensued, during which a gocd deal 

took the 
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2. Muhammad Taghi Asad (Amir Jang) was elected temporary president 
of the Majlis: for the examumation of credentials, and afterwards Seyyid 
Muhammad Sadigh Tabatabai, who had been in charge of the Tehran electoral 
‘committee, was elected president 
33. The Tehran elections passed off without any great surprises: no Tudeh 
candidates got in for Tehran, nor did Qawam-es-Saltanch uor Seyyid Zia, and 
same rich contractors who bought votes on a grand sale were also disappointed 
The notorious mujtahid Seyyid Abul Qasim Kashani, was among the first twelve, 
but after pressure from His Majesty's Ambassador his name was omitted from 
the list by the Government. The highly-respectable but aloof Mu’tamin-ul-Mulle 
Pirnia was high in the list of successful candidates, but as usual refused to serve. 
‘Another successful candidate was the aged Firuzabadi, but objections to his 
ndidature on the ground that he was older than the age-limit, of 70. were 
made and appeared likely to unseat him. Tho elections of Tabriz were at last 
fivished by about the 21st March, but the votes had not been counted by the 
‘end of the period under review 
34. Apart from the resignation of General Shafai in February 
circumstances mentioned below, the Sobeily Cabinet, which had been forined 
With December, remained in power til the business of passing credentials had been 
bt out ofthe way, Sabeiy then resigned, having guessed thatthe fling of the 
After a good deal of talk about, Ahy, Ambassador in 
Governor-General of Khorasan, the Shah asked Sa'ed 
to form'a Cabinet, and after deliberation during the No Ruz holidays from the 
2st March onwards Sa’ed announced his team as follows :— 


Prime Minister : Muhammad Sa’id Maraghe'i 
Agriculture: Mahmud Fateh, 

Commerce and Industry = Amanallah Avdalan 
Communications: Hamid Sayyab, 

Education: Sarlashkar Ali Riazi. 

Finance: Mahmud o 

Foreign : Mubammad Sa'id Maraghe'i 

Interior ; Abdul Hussein Hi 

Justice: Asadullah Hamagani 

Posts, Telegr iphones: Abul Qasim Farubar 


Without portfolio: Murteza Quli Bayat, Mustafa Adl. 


35. ‘Two Ministers who were thought to be the nominees of the Shah, wi: 
Totizam and Moussa Moury-Esfandiary were thus dropped, though « third, Zand, 
Minister for War, remained. Two new names appear; Mahmoud Fateh and 
Mahmoud Nariman; the former's appointment was interpreted in some quarters 
fs thark of the Shah's apprec ‘of the opposition of Mustafa Fateh 
Mahnjoud’s brother, to Seyyid Zia. ‘The latter was known as a young man o 
intelligence pomeerng a wound knowledge of finance and able to speak Hg a 
great advantage in dealing with Dr. Millspaugh. At the end of March Sa'ed had 
oly announced his programme: he did not venture to present his Cabinet for 
the Majiis’s approval, as the Chamber showed itself divided and caprivions: in 
fact, at the end of the quarter it looked as if the Majlis would accept Sa'ed but 
not his colleagues. 

36.” Three general rears are worthy of notice in the political event of 

this quarter. ‘The first is the fact that the Russians dis 
in the internal affairs of the country. Evidence was 


37. The second general remark concerns the Shah, There has been a 
definite increase in the anti-Shah feeling which was noticed in previous reports. 
‘The Shah's intervention in the army continued; he went on issuing orders on 




































































military matters without informing the Chief of the General Staff. His Majesty 
fade nee of Dr. Musaddiq to oppese Seyyid Zi, The Majlis showed that they 
‘objected to the Shah's nominees in the Cabinet, his support of the candidature 
gta certain Muhit for Saqgis, his interference in judicial proceedings, hie 
Frequent changes of opinion, and his support of General Shafai, the Minister 
of Commeree, when the lutter accidentally killed a workman in the course of a 
strike, were all the subject of adverse criticism. ‘ 

‘3k. The third remark is the growth of the power of parties and unions 
‘The so-called * fractions”” in the Majlis had little programme and no cohesion; 
that the Tudeh party spread its influence in various parts of the country, notably 
at Isfahan and perhaps in Abadan : various workers’ organisations, usually called 
* Tcihadieh 1 Raragu” appeared in sme towns: Seyyid Zia also began serious 

reparations towards founding a brand-new party of hix own, by a process of 
forming “circles” of progressive elements throughout the country. — 

39. Further evidence of popular determination to show detestation of Reza 
Shah was afforded by the trial of various police officials in connexion with the 
deaths of the Communist Dr. Arani and the Zoroastrian Depaty Arbab 
Kei-Khosraw; one police doctor being sentenced to death and other officials to 
terms of imprisonment, " 

ring the quarter thé well-known leader af the Tuich party, Suleiman 

Mirza Muhsin Iekandari, died and was given an impressive funeral, soine members 

of the Soviet Embassy being present. 
Princess Ashraf, the Shah's twin sister and previously the wife of 
Fried an Egyptian named Abniad Shafiq, the son of a pasha. 

‘good deal of popular indignation was worked up about the execution 

Persian pilgrim at Mecca on a charge of polluting the holy shrine: the 

Porsian Government went so far ax to threaten to break olf relations with Saudi 
Arabia unless they were given satisfaction, 


Tribal Situation. 

43. ‘Tho tribal situation has remained comparatively peaceful since the 
boginning of the year, the tribes having heen allowed in farge part to manage 
their own affairs,” On the other hand, no steps have been taken by the Govern. 
ment towards a pormanent settlement of the tribal problem, an essential condition 
of which is the establishimont among the tribes of some confidence in. the 
Government, Tt ix true that, thanks largely to. the initiative and cooperation 
of British officials, rutioned! issues of tea, sugar and cloth at controlled prices 
rns made to certain La and Hakan tribes living adjacent to the railway 
and to some of the Kubjalu tribes adjacent to the oilficlds area, bat this will be 
interpreted ax a recognition of the capacity and opportunities for mischief of 
thovo tribes rather than ax a reward for virtue or at indication of a change of 
heart in the Goveenment. ‘The tribes generally get no share of the Government 
tock» of these commodities, 

44. In Fars the growing conviction that the Government is powerless 
against Nasir Qaahg ducing tribes such as the Khamsch “and. the 
Momassanni to make outward signs o ‘o-operation with Nasir. But itis doubtful 
whether they really relish the prospect of having to recoguise his overlordship, 
entailing, as it would, the payment of tribute in money or in kind: and there 
‘are indications that Nasir 18 none too confident of the support he would receive 
if Government should ever pluck up the courage to assert ite authority. A 
peaceful demonstration by Persian troops towards the Bahmai and Janeki tribes 
north-east of the oilfields, with the object of inducing them to surrender seme 
arms, though they lie far from his sphere, is reported to have provoked in Nast 
an outburst of nervous anger at such improper conduct of the Persian army and 
threats of raising all the tribes from Khnzestan to Persian Baluchistan fo the 
defence of tribal interests or alternatively of divesting himself of all responsibility 
for the order'of the tribes of Kars. Ti is possible that he may instigate sone 
brigandage in order to squeeze more concessions out of the Ciovernient. and 
to frighten the people of Shiraz into supporting him. Thia would not uecessarily 
affect any British war interest: most of the tribes in close contact with to 
oilfields and the railway—the Darashuri and Qashquli sections of the i, 
some of the Kuhgnla tribes, the Bakhtiari and the Lure—althongh none of thag 
rill miss a chance of thieving, are not, as far as my present information, goes 
likely to be a serious threat to British interests, There is more doubt as te the 

sible action of those sections of the Boir Ahmedi who follow Abdullah Khon 

ghaunpur, but even they do not as yet give any real cause for anxiety. 
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45. In Bakhtiari some discontent, is becoming: evident. with the rather 
arbitrary government of Morteza Quli Khan, who, in spite of his protestations 
to the contrary, appears to be reverting to the customs of the days of Lkhani 
rule, the return of which would be hardly more welcome to the tribesmen th 
the return of the military régime of Reza Shah's days, Morteza Quli Khan is 
reported to be levying on the tribe the old taxes levied by the Iikhanis and 
abolished by Reza Shah. And he is departing from a well-established custom 
of the old days when the lucrative posts in tribal administration were evenly 
distributed between the two rival branches of the ruling family. Now only hix 
‘own relatives get these opportunities, and the disgruntled Khans of the other 
branch heartily encourage all the discontent they can find. 


Persian Forces. 


lake an intimate and aggressive interest in the execution of their schemes. Such 
of these as have beeu ‘initiated are not functioning in a manner that carn 
conviction of their value, but this is due more to a lack of determination 
»peration than to unsoundness in the schemes. It should, however, bs rematnbered 
t the advisers are very few for the diflieult task before them, With the arrival 
‘of more officers it is to be hoped that the situation will improve. Of the nino 
additional officers demanded from America to make a total of twenty, two have 
arrived and seven are on the way. They will, bowover, continue to be handi- 
fapped in relation 1 the opposition until they are vested with auch powers and 
iniluence as will establish them as the deciding factor in the advancement of 
officers, What is needed is that they should have the full support and vonfidence 
of the Shab. It is to be regretted that thin they have so far failed to get. "The 
Shah is disappointed becatise they have been unsympathetic to hix desires for 
4 large army with quantities of the most modern arms and because they have 
hitherto failed to obtain more than a few items of the stores and equipment he 
would like to have. Moreover, he has allowed himself to be persuaded. by the 
hostile criticism of his two irresponsible military advisors, Genorals, Yerdan 
Panah and Rarmara, and the implied criticism of the Russians, that the proposals 
Of the American advisers, oven those to which be has already given his approval, 
‘are unsuited to the conditions of Persia, 
47. The American mission has begun the organisation of transport unite 
jwipped principally with the 600 trucks recently received from American sources, 
Here they claim to be r progress in spite of the many difficulties that arise 
from indiscipline, corruption, lack of workshop equipment for maintenance and 
of trained personnel. Their plans are ready for the organisation of field medical, 
{engineer units as soon as equipment is obtained. ‘The new systems of 
the private soldier that there is anythin 
in advisers, Lack of reliable personnel, 
ves as there were having been consumed 
iment—have effectively prevented the 


ration of the new system. 


For a time the Shah’s head seemed to be completed turned by his con- 
Yersation with Marshal Stalin during the Tehran Conference and hy the latter's 
fer to him of a gift of tanks and aiteraft. He appeared to have convinced him, 
elf that he would have Stalin's support in his ambition to have a large army 
under his personal command and Stalin’s assistance in equipping it. He sought 
for means to please his Rassinn friends. He dismissed the (re Beltish Afton 
Qf War. General Ahmadi: and later General Ansari, the Under-Secretary of 
State for War, who was also displeasing to the Russians. He was also cleuty 

ions to replace General Riazi, the Chief of Staff, who has co-operated {reakly 
With us and with the American advisers, by General Yazdan Panah, who would 
be more acceptable to himself and the Russians. Fearing. perhaps, that to dom 
immediately woald appear too obviously as an anti-British gesture, he postponed 
action until the formation of a new Cabinet gave him opportunity of geuing rid 



























































of General Riazi from’ the General Staff by appointing him as Minister of 
Education. His successor has not yet been named. 

49. Reflection and the views of his Ministers have to some extent modified 
his elation and roused doubts of the disinterestedness of the Russian gift, to 
which it has been found certain unwelcome conditions were attached. For the 
Russian offer extends to the organisation of tank and aircraft regiments with a 
strong framework of Russian personnel, and obvious Persian unwillingness to 
Walk into this trap may result in the withdrawal of the bait 

0, ‘There has been much discussion as to the strength of the army that 
should be budgeted for in the financial year just beginning. ‘The Shah held out 
for 120.000; Dr. Millspaugh maintained that he could not tnd more money than 
the 100 million tomans allotted for the past year. The final decision of the 
Government was that the Ministry for War should budget for a strength of 
0,000 Dr. Millspaugh being left to find the money as best he could. The Shah 
thus, however, demanded that a further credit should be allotted for an additional 
10,000 men,’ to be dravn against only if circumstances should demand thin 
increase to the army. ‘The organisation on which the figure of 19,000 is based: 
that is ten divisions, each with 9, strength of 8,000-8.000, and, in addition 
independent eavalry and mechanised brigades in the cap 


by the Commander-in-chief of Persia and Iraq Force and it 
be considers it reasonable having regard to the task before the army. 
51. (b) Gendarmerie—In the gendarmerie Colonel Schwarzkopf has been 


rovinices 
each of six districts to have two regiments and the Tehran and Fars districts to 
have three each, ‘The coat of this force, nt the rates of pay he considers necessary 
to attract a suitable type of man, will probably amount to 50-60 million tomans 
for the year, an increase of 100 per cent. on the provision made last year. An 
additional three American officers are now on their way to join Colonel 
Schwarzkopf's staff which, on their arrival, will total six. 


Persians Air Force. 

2, The reorganisation of the Persian Air Force drags slowly on. ‘They 
are resuming under Royal Air Force guidance various branches of training 
which have been neglected over recent years and a certain. amount of their equip- 
tment in being shown to be more serviceable than they thought. Tt is hoped that 
the delivery of their eagerly-awaited Ansons may be the beginning of a serious 
attempt to reach a degree of operational efficiency. 

DB, Colonel Stedakh, who was attending the Middle Kast Staft College, bas 
had a nervous breakdown and has had to be recalled to Tehran, Headquarters, 
Royal Air Forve, Middle East, have offered to accept another offer, if a suitable 
‘one cat be found, for the summer course at the college. 


Finance 
54. Tho inflationary situation remains serious, though the prospects of 
Keeping it under control are better since the staff of the Millspangh Mission has 
been increased. Tt is hoped to achieve more success in the enforcement of the 
Price Stabilisation lations pd in the curtailment of black market activities: 
while Dr. Millspaugh also feels reasonably optimistic about 1) \dgetary 
ion, as revenue is coming in better than he had expected. ‘There are also 

ions that the Persian Government, no doubt under pressure from the 
Millspaugh Mission, are taking steps to put their house in order. ‘They have 
hegun a series of investigations into large-scale embezzlements and frauds which 
hhave occurred in various Government administration departments, and as a resalt 
there have been some dismissals and arrests in the Road Transport Department, 
the army and in the Mi eer ‘of Finance. The cost of living indices still show 
up upward tendency, ee Se late the rate of increase has slackened. In 
iber the figure was 1,050, in January 1,076, and in February 1,082 The 
wholesale price index over tbe same period was 665, 603 and 662 respectively. 
The incidence of note circulation also increased during the past three months. 


137 


On the 14th December currency notes in circulation amounted to 5,195-07 million 
rials, while on the 12th Febroary they had risen to 5,701-06 million rials 

85. ‘The currency situation gave rise to some anxiety in February. It was 
found that, unless a substantial portion of the note forms which are being printed 
in London’ were flown to Tehran immediately upon delivery from the printers, 
there would be a serious currency shortage in April, and air transport did not 
seem to be available. If such a shortage occurred, not only would it seriously 
embarrass the Persian Government in its Snancial obligations, but it would also 
aflect the supply of war materials to the Soviet Union. A peculiarity of the 
situation was that, although the National Bank of Tran was short of notes, the 
Imperial Bank of Tran had a surplus of aboot $00 million rials in excess of its 
normal reserve. It was suggested that these rinls might be utilised to-finance 
British military expenditure in Persia over the cracial two or three months when 
the currency shortage would be most acute, thus easing the position of the 
National Bank, which would otherwise be called upon to produce rials against 
sterling to meet this expenditure. Several technical difficulties arose in trying 
to find the manner in which this could best be accomplished to everyone's satis. 
faction, but in the event it was found possible to transport to Persia by air notes 
to the Yalue of 450 million rials, which relieved the situation, 

56. The conclusion of a financial agreement to cover the use of the Tranian 
State railways by the Allied Powers has kung fire for over two, years, bu at the 
beginning of the year negotiations were speeded up, and a draft agreement was 
prepared by us in consultation with the ean authorities, and submitted to 
the Russians for their approval, The draft as finally agreed between the 
Russians, the Americans and ourselves will then form a basis for aubsequont 

ion. with the Persian Government. 

ver coinage which the Majlin had authorined. to be 
was put into circulation for the firet.time on the 20th February, The de 
tions of the coins are 1 rial, 2 rials, 5 rials and.10 rials, and are legal tonder to the 
extent of 500 rials. ‘So far, only the 1-and S-rial pieces have appeared, The coins 
are of 600 fveness, composed of an alloy of silver and copper, and thei total value 
will be 100 million rials. Although silver is being sold tn the open market in the 
‘Tehran bazaar at 700 rials per 1,000 grammes (016 fine), and the value of the 
new L-rial piece at that price i¢ therefore -705 rials, there was an immediate run 
‘on the banks for these coins, and later the S:rial pieces were being sold on the 
street for 6 or 7 rials each. iro prestimably being hoarded. 

58, The silver deal with the Government of India, under which the National 
Bank of Iran sold to them 500 tons of cut rupees, rial and kran coins, has now 
teen completed, the final shipment. being mado on the 19th March. ‘The bank sold 
120 tons at 80 rupees per 100 tolas (016) fino) and 980 tone at 93 rupees 12 annas 

F100 tolas (916 fine). ‘The former price was approximately that at. which the 
Persian Government had proviously bought 120 tous of; silver from India, while 
the latter is the price ruling on the open market in Persia. 


Economie Situation. 
59. In spite of the good harvest Inst year and the provision of nearly a 
thousand lend-lease trucks, the country was faced at the beginning of 1944 with 
another bread and transport crisis. This was happily averted by the combined 
efforts of the Millspaugh Mistion, Paiforce and the Middle East Supply ( 
Dr. Millspaugh recognised the need to concentrate on cereals collection. an 
organisation of transport; and the Persian Government were fortunately uble 
to have the help of these Allied organisations. The Middle East Supply Centre 
provided fifteen British officers and n.cos. to help in supervising the collection 
‘and movement of grain and another twenty-five to assist with the control of civil 
Toad transport. Paiforce provided transport companies, which moved 17,000 tons 
of cereals from the Kermanshal-Haniadan area to the railway. Thanks to this 
measure, bread supplies for the population of Tehran and other centres were 
assared. The transport of civil goods by rail from the south to Tehran also 
improved following the appointment of a British officer to the Millspaugh 
Mission to supervise loadings. 

60. ‘The distribution of tea, sugar, piece-goods, drugs and other essential 
goods was another story. ‘This was a failure, in spite of the Government's lange 
‘Stocks of these commodities and of considerable efforts made by Dr. Mill 
and his mi Most of the civil did without these “necessities” 
and bazaar prices remained at. very high levels, Unfortunately, some of the 
measures aimed at reducing prices which were passed by Dr. Millspaugh have 
tended to aggravate the situation by holding up distribution by merchants, . Some 
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of the harmful measures were Inter rescinded; bat the monopolisation of the 
commodities mentioned above is still @ hindrance rather than a help to 
distribution. 

61. The Persian Government agreed in January to supply the Russians 
with 36,000 tons of low-grade rice at considerably below cost price in exchange 
for Russian goods to the value of about £320,000. Like the arms contract now in 
force between the Persians and the Russians, this agreement is financially 
disadvantageous to the Persians. A new Rice Monopoly Company was set up to 
collect and deliver rice to the Russians (and also to the civil population of Persia), 
but ite success up to date has riot heen remarkable, 


Transport. 
62. Mr. Floyd F. Shields arrived from the United States during the quarter 
and assumed the direction of the Road Transport Administration. He has three 
American assistants and the twenty-five British officers and n.cos. provided by 
Supply Centre to work temporarily with the Persian Government 
to help organise civil road transport on a proper basis. ‘The Government 
Departments concerned with transport have been reorganised and the wsual hopes 
are held that the future will be brighter. Supplies of tyres and spare parts for 
motor vehicles are being received satisfactorily; but Inck of maintenance facilities 
is still one of the chief handicaps to the proper use of the Government's fleet of 
motor vehicles. 

63, With the extra staff at ite disposal the Rond Transport Administration 
began to exert its authority in the provinces. In some places, particularly 
Khorassan, it encountered opposition from local officials, In’ Mesbed the 
Governor-General and the local road transport officials have developed @ very 
profitable private racket, which ensures that almost anvthing proitable will be 
transported and very little that is really essential. But as the influence of the 
Road Transport Administration increases a diminution in these practices and 
an increase in the transport of essential goods may be expected. 

‘GH. The movement of civil goods by railway from the south to Tehran 
improved considerably, and no anxiety is felt on this score either in connexion 
with supplies of off oF of other commodities. 


Cereals, 

65. It may now bo stated with reasonable certainty that there will be 0 
aed to import grain from abroad between now and the forthcoming harvest 
Out of w target of 910,000 tons required to feed the towns approximately 305,000 
tons have been collected. ‘There are at present about six weeks’ stocks in the 
‘Tehran silo and over 12,000 tons surplus (almost two months’ stocks) available in 
tho southern region of the country for transport to the capital. 

86, Tho target of 310,000 tons, however, does not include the substantial 
reserve necessary Lo maintain confidence to tide over the period of harvesting 
‘and to provide against the possibility of an indifferent harvest this year. ‘The 
failure £0 far to accumulate this reserve is entirely due to poor deliveries trom 
tho northern region. Deliveries to Tehran from the southern region have, by 
totalling 60,000 tons, exceeded expectations. Similar deliveries from the northern 
‘and most fertile region of the country have only just exceeded 17,000 tons instead 
Of reaching the 40,000 tons which tnight most reasonably haye been expected. The 
“difference of 25,000 tons, when added to further possible deliveries from the south, 

tuted n reserve, albeit a small one, with which to start the next 

ricultural year. Unless deliveries from the north merease materially during 

the next few weeks the Persian Government grain reserve at harvest time is 
likely to be insignificant. r 

7. Lateness of rain, and lack of rain in some areas, have caused anxiety 
regarding the forthcoming crop. The profiteers have taken full advantage of this 

raising the fe-market prize of grain and by spreading rated rumours 
PF the fedlure Of crope, Well informed circles have estimated. 90 far as 

ible to form an estimate at this stage, that the present crop is unlikely to 

Exceed 70 per cent. of the Inst crop. 


Looust control. o 

68, From the beginning of the year until the 28rd March there were no 
desert focn tas eee and Gs report received from British Baluchistan 
‘and from Oman had been consistently reassuring. Preparations had therefore 
‘been made for the withdrawal of the Royal Air Force Anti-Locust Flight to 
East Africa, the return of the mechanised regiment of the Transjordan Frontier 
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Force to Middle East Command, and the early withdrawal of the British Locus 

= iota ly f the British Locust 

. Between the 23rd and 31st March, however, half a dozen reports have 

been. received which indicate that three or mare swarms of indefinite size ate 

moving. in the Kerman and Eastern Fars provinces. Unfortunately their 

appearance was so unexpected that the British anti-locust unit was not able to 

attack any of them with D.N.O.C. poison dust as they crossed the coastal area. 

The situation is still very obscure, as exact information has not been received 
about the size of the swarms or the maturity of the locusts. 

70. Mr. Lean at once asked for the retention of the Royal Air Force and 
military units, and A-H.Q,, Persia nnd Iraq, have agreed. General Headquarters, 
Middle East, however, could only agreo to the retention of the mechanised 
regiment of the Transjordan Frontier Force until the 10th April, as they are 
reared for duty inthe Middle East Command thereafter, 

71. tis therefore to be hoped that in the next ten days the swarms will be 
proved to be small (and therefore controllable hy the Persian authorities) or elee 
will be largely destroyed. "Otherwise the withdrawal of the British ant. 
unit immediately after the arrival of swarms in this country will not only impress 
the Persian Government unfavourably but may also do harm to the Allied war 
effort if Persian crops are exposed to serious damage. 

72, Tam sending copies of this despatch to the Government of Tndia, to the 

wr Resident in the Middle East, to His Majesty's Ambassador in Moscow 

10 all consular officers in Persia. 

Thave, &o 


RW. BULLARD, 


([E 2580/422/34) No. 16 


resentative ipliments to His Majesty's 

tate for Foreign Affairs, and his the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 14 for the period of the Sed April 
to the 9th April, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to thia legation 


Tehran, 10th April, 1944. 


a Enclosure in No, 16, 
(Seoret.) 


Military AUaché's Intelligence Summa 14 for the Period 
‘3rd-O1h April, YOU paneer 


Persian Affairs, 


AFTER some days’ disetssion, the different Majlis gro the indepen- 
ent members decided against giving to the Prime Minister « list of persons 
whom they considered suitable to be Ministers. On the 6th April the Prime 
Minister presented to the Shah his reconatituted Cabinet. ‘Three of the five ne 
Ministers he had presented the previotis week—Mahmud Fateh, General Ria: 
ind Mahmud Nariman—were dropped and in their places he introduced N; 
Etamadi as Minister of Agricalture and Dr. Sa’ed Malik as Minister of Hygi 

Dr. Ghani moved from the Ministry of Hygiene to the Ministry of Ea 

place of General Riazi and Ferouhar from the Ministry of Post 

to ae istry of ae in ae of Fastions ‘The former 

Yacant. | Etamadi was Under-Secretary of State in the Prime Minister's office of 
Sobeily's Cabinet in 1943, Dr. Malik has not previously been in the Government. 
The Cabinet does not appear to be any stronger than ils predecessor, and it 

cannot be said to contain anyone truly representative of the young and. pro- 

gressive, except possibly Hajhir, probably for the good reason that any such 

Appointment would raise a storm of jealousy and hostility from all the 
























































disappointed young and éelf-styled progressives. Tt will not be greeted with any 
enthusiasm in the country nor raise hopes of better days; nor is it likely to be 
able to deal effectively with a Majlis which shows signs of being critical, trooble- 
some and too disunited to be constructive, It may last longer than its merits 
‘foul seen to warrant, since, Of possible successors to Sa'ed: the only two who 
‘upper to have any real Majlis support are Qavam-es-Sultaneh and Seyyid Zia, 
who, besides being opposed io each other, have both powerful enemies. 
'2. The Cabinet is now composed as follows -— 


Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs: Muhammad Sa’ed. 
Ministers without portfolio: Mustafa Adl, Morteza Quli Bayat. 
Industry and Mines: Amanullah Ardelan, 
Ronds and Communications: Hamid Sayyab. 
Interior: Abdul Hussein Hajhir. 
War : Ibrahim Zand. 
Public Health: Dr, Sa’ed Malik. 
Education: Dr. Ghani 
istic: Assadullah Mamaghani. 
ture: Nasir Etamadi. 
nce: Abul Qasim Feroub: 
Posts and Telegraphs : Vacant, 


‘The programme of the Government is the same as that reported in 

ary No, 13/44, paragraph 3. Twenty-seven Deputies have announced their 

intention of speaking against the Government when the programme comes up for 

Majlis approval, but the forecast is that it will be approved by a small majority 
4 Shah is roported to be much concerned at the growth of Seyyid Z: 

‘makes Tittle secret of his intention to raise 

ition of the Shah and to 


Infahan, among 

Tranian Oil Company. 

forcing better conditions out of the fac 

tho influence of the Tudeh party, 

intransigentiam that ix frightening 

tomuch an extent that exon the Gove 

the situation can be dealt with only by the establishment of a military governor- 
ship, ‘There in a reluctance on the part of Persian officials to take action against 

Mroviuente which are suspected of being inspired from Russian sources. Tt is 
robable that the Tudeh party will endeavour to establish influence over all 

[abour anions in all parts of the country. 


Economic. 

6, ‘The press has been making critical attacks on Dr. Millspaugh and hi 
mission on the general grounds that the achievements of the American advisers 
do not justify their cost to the country. The discontent with the American 
Mission’is widespread, . They were never popular with the rich and the poor are 
disappointed that conditions, have shown s0 little improvement from their point 
Of view since their atrival. There is no noticeable decrease in the cost of Tiving 
tand monopoly goods--tea, sugar and cloth—which should be distributed at 
controlled prices on rationed scales, rarely reach the peasant or the tribesman. 
A weighty attack on Dr. ‘Millspaugh has already. been made in the Majlis by 

jusaddiq. 

7. Abeginni 

of tea, sugar and, 


ing as, i fact, bon made on sell scale with the distribution 
‘loth. Rationed quantities of these goods have been issued to 
Some Lar and Bakhtiari tribes on the railway and to some of the Kubgalu tribes. 
‘rrangements are also being made for issues to the tribes and, it is hoped, to some 
of the villagers of Fare. ‘The nature of the communities selected for these first 


{asnes should be convincing proof of the value of a nuisance potential in attracting 
consideration. - 
Appointments—Cicil, 

8, Ismiai] Buhaduri to be Farmandar of Ardebil. 
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Internal Security. 
Fars, 

9. Malik Mansur and Muhammad Hossein, brothers of Nasir Qushgai, have 
recently returned to Persia from Germany and have gone to the tribe, ‘They were 
both educated in England, and after their experiences in Germany there is reason 
to hope that their influence on their brother will be good. Nasir, while still 
rebellious towards his own Government, is showing signs of desiring to get into 
the good books of British authorities. Tt is possible that he may f'n chnmpion 
in Seyyid Zia, who is playing for tribal support. This has increased the Shah's 
uneasiness about the situation in Fars and his suspicious of General Jahanbani’s 
policy towards Nasir, with which he has for some time been very displeased. 


Kuhgalu. 

10, ‘The peacoful operations for the collection of arms from the Bahmai and 
Tnneki tribes are now ended, ‘The Jancki surrendered some 170 rifles, but the 
Bahmai did not carry out their promises of co-operation and, as far as is known, 
they surrendered few, if any, rifles, ‘Their change of mind was probably duc to 
the influence of Abdullah Zarghampur, Boir Alimad), who rightly appreciated 
that General Jahanbani would not risk a fight. The Bahmai consequently retain 
their arms and Government prestige has been still further lowered by the failure 
to carry through an operation which had been launched with no little 
advertisement. 


Russian Afgoirs 
11, Ivis reported, but has not yet been fully confirmed, that the Russians 
intond to operate a bi-weekly commercial nir passenger service between Tehran 


And Mesbed, beginning on the 23rd April, A trial trip wax made on. the 
Sth April. 


Tehran, 9th April, 1044 





(B 2580/822/34) No. 17, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Receieed 28th April.) 


(No, 1TL) 

(No. TTS) Majesty's representative presenta his compliments to Tis Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign. Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary for the period of the 10th to the 


16th April compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 
Tehran, 7th April, 1944. 


Enclosnre in No. 17. 
(Beoret.) 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 15 for the period 10th April 
to 16th April, 1944. 


Persian Affairs. 
Political 
AFTER more than a week's fatile debating of ite programme 
vernment was given a vote of confidence by 90) members present, 
9 voting against the Government aud 12 abstaining. ‘There is a 
than was at first expected, since 27 members had announced their intention of 
eaking and voting against the Government. That. was perhaps due more lo 
the desire of budding parliamentarians to secure an opportunity of airing their 
Abeoriesand_ gaining somo publicity than to any Conviction that, in. present 
circumstances the defeat of the Goverament would lead to anything better. 
(29046) M 
























































During the debate De. Millspaugh and his colleagues came in for much criti 
aand it is clear that the dissatisfaction with them is deep and widespread. Such 
defence of them ns was attempted was half-hearted and did not go much further 

to claim that Dr. Millspaugh himself meant well and that i principle an 
American advisory mission was desirable for the finance and economy, of the 
country, if only for the purpose of keeping alive American interests in and 
sympaihy with Persia. 

2, Seyyid Zia's relatively vigorous personality is creating some impression 
and causing some concern. ‘The Court fears that he is imbued with hostility to 
the Shah and that he is determined to endeavour to bring about a limitation of 
the Shah's part in the affairs of Government to that of a strictly coustitutional 
nionareh. ‘The Shah has perhaps an uneasy conscience, for he Knows that it it 
belioved by Seyyid Zia and many others that he encouraged Dr. Musaddiq to 
‘oppose the accoptance of Seyyid Zin's election to the Majlis and that he arranged 
for the hostile demonstration of factory workers outside the Majlis on that 
occasion. Snapicious as he always has been that Seyyid Zia could not entertain 
friendly sentiments for tho sou of Reza Shah he now finds added reason to fear 
wome act of revenge. ‘There are others, too, who fear the effects on the country 
of a ateuggle betwoen Seyyid Zia and his supposedly increasing band of followers 
on the one hand and the Shah and his paid intriguers on the other; others, the 
rich, who fear the advent to power of Seyyid Zia; and others who expect that if 
Seyyid Zia looked like boing successful the Russians would attempt a owp d'Btat 
to prevent this victory of British policy. Several requests have recently been 
made by influential Peryians to His Majesty's Ambassador that he should mediate 
to effect a reconciliation between Seyyid Zia and the Shah, The Shah is 
porturted, For some time he has had no indications of any particular concern 
‘on the part of the Russians for his welfare. He pomsibily with good 
cama that he Ruslana have taken offence at th 
cond 
Paragraph 9 below—and aro annoyed by his failure to unseat Se 
Cudeh party were persuaded to leave the attack entitely to Dr. 

tuan for his purpose) Now, dobetul of ‘usta 
convinced that Seyyid Zia was accepted by the Majlis ax a result of British 
support and that his policy is laid down by the Hritish ho hardly knows 
where to turn. For the time being he is making a show of giving hix Government 
and of abstaining from attempting to influence the course of affairs, 
inues (0 have relatious with dangerous and anprincipled intriguers 
‘The Hameahan party, composed mainly of intellectuals with Socialist 
Views under the leadership of Mustafa Fateh of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, 
Which has never made much impression on the public, haa recently sufferel the 
secemsion of some of ite members who have formed party called the Socialist 
Party of Tran. ‘The renson for their weceasion ix sald ty be their discontent 
with the lack of vigour shown by the Majlis roprosentatives of the party—there 
Ae only two—in their opposition to the acceptance of Seyyid Zia's election to the 
Majlis. Tho new party retains the party newspaper Fmruz ea Farda, and the 
old party has started a new paper Shamd. 

4. ‘The proposal to make a new Shabristan (Governor's district) out of tho 
Rakshes of Saqqiz, Baneh and Sardaaht in Kurdistan—sec Summary 
No. 48, 1943, paragraph 6—has been abandoned. Saqqiz will remain in. the 
Shnbristan of Sanandaj, and Baveh and Sardisht in that of Mahabad. ‘The 
Shabristan of Sanandaj, under the Governorehip of Shihab ed. Doulch—see 
‘Summary No. 11, 1044, paragraph 6—is now to be independent of the Governor. 
General of Kertianshah, 


Economic. 


5. It is now estimated that the Government may have, when the new 
harvest begins to come in, a surplus of 25,000 tons of grain as a reserve. This, 
however, ts not considered sufficient to pot any effective check on hoarders or 
on the Hack market; especially in view of the unjustifably gloomy reports that 
are ‘teing citeulated about the coming harvest. Although crops have failed 
almost completely in some parts of South Persin, it is estimated that, taken as 
stedarsie barrie sll not be below average. The Prevention of famine in areas 
have failed will depend on the extent to which i 
be collected in en areas ae tn disteibotion eer eee 
An earthquake ocrurred at Gorgan on the Sth April which, according to 
tho Persian press, has destroyed or rendered uninhnbitahle all the i 
town. The Shab and the Queen are now vieting the town (= owes im the 
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Persian Forees. 
Army 

7. The Russians have refused to allow American officers of General Ridley's 
stall to be stationed at Tabriz and Meshed, the headquarters of the 3rd and 
Sd Divisions respectively. Tt i part of ‘Geveral Widley's schame vhat an 
American officer should be attached to the headqaarters of each division to 
Feorganise the administration. The Russians have suggested to the: Persian 
Government that if the Persian army requires advice or assistance they, the 
Russians, will be glad to give it. 

8. The press reports that a number of officials of the Conscription Depart- 
ment in the provinces have been recalled to Tehran on charges of corruption. The 
application of the Conscription Law is one of the greatest scandals in Persia, 
Exemptions are secured not by virtue of the law bai by bribery, and the result 
is Uhat only the poorest classes reach the army. The present Minister for War 
hhas the desire to clean up these abuses, but it has yet to be seen whether he has 
the strength to do so. 

1 The general terms of the Persian reply to the Russian offer of tanks and 

ft—see Summary No. 9, 1944, paragraph 9—are that the Persian Gove 

ment accepted the offer with gratitude, but that, since they were to be o gift, they 
did not see the necessity for a formal signed agreement, as requested by the 
Rossians, for the formation of new tank and airoraft tinits with « Russian 
instructional sal. The, Persian Government propesed that, they. should snd 
the necessary officers and men to take over, after they had been instructed in 
their use, the tanks and aircraft at places convenient to the Russiana. This reply 
‘was given to the Russians some six weeks ago and fairly reliable information is 
that since then the Russians have not reverted to the subject. 

10. One of the papers of the Tudeh party, presumably at Russian 
inspiration, has published an article advocating a strong army, But the army 
must belong to the nation, must find its support in the nation and be ready to fight 
against reaction and despotism. ‘The article refers to. the" mysterious 
influences" that are trying to reduce the strength of the army. 


Z Internal Seourity. 

11. ‘The northward migration of the Qushgai tribes his begui 
reported that the return of Nasir Qashgai’s two brothers to the tribe—seo 

mary No. 14, 1944, paragraph }—with British permission and assistance has 

1 good effect on the tribe. 

12. Hie Majesty's Consul-Genoral at Bushire reports that following on th 
withdrawal of Persian troops—see Summary No. 6, 1044, parageaph 11— 
disorder has again broken out in Dashti and Tangistan. ‘The Dashti outlaw, 
Ali Tamail, who bad taken refoge with Nasir Qashgai, hax returned to Dashti, 
‘and the Tangistanis have recently been guilty of many robberies. 


Russian A fairs. 


13. The impression is now gaining strength in certain circles th 
‘ i alfaes i i 


Soviet Embassy 1s dissatisfied wit in Persia. ‘The causes for this are 
alleged to be the ill-success of Tudeh candidates in the elections, the failure 
of the attempt to unseat Seyyid Zia and the refusal of the Persian Government, 
to accept the conditions attached to the oller of tanks and aircraft. The omission 
of the Soviet Government to send to the Shah the usual telegram of felicitations 
at the Persian New Year and to acknowledge the Shah's telegram of congratula- 
ons on recent successes of the Red Army is regarded as convincing proof of 
Soviet displeasure, 

14 tiv strength of the force of Russian troops whose arrival at Sabzawar 
Was reported in Summary No, 13, 1944, paragraph 18, is reliably reported to 
‘be 600. No information of the impending arrival of these troops was given to the 
Persian Goverament of local autho 

15, It is confirmed that the Rassians propose to run an air service, probably 
fortnightly, between Tehran und and perhaps between Tabriz and 
Tehran. Tt will carry Russian and Persian passengers only. See Summary 
No. 14, 1944, paragraph 11. 


(20046) we 

































































Polish A fairs. 

16, An office of the Union of Polish Patriots has been established in Tehran 
under Russian auspices to the serious perturbation of the authorities in charge 
of the Polish refugees in Persia, In its endeavours to get into touch with these 
refugees the Polish Patriots have a strong card ; they are offering to put refugees 
in touch with their relatives in Russia. 


Tehran, 18th April, 1944. 





[B 2687/1556 /34) No. 18, 


Report by Captain H, Garrod, RAM.C., on Tour by 12h Indian Division 
Mobile Dispensary in Faré—(Communicated by British Embassy, Tehran; 
Received in Borrign Offer, txt May)) 


General. 

SINCE its arrival at Shiraz the unit has been working andor the x 
of His Majenty's Consul, Tt was decided to tackle first the area bounded 
Khisht and Atdekan to the east and ty the A.1LO.C, workings at Gach Saran 
to the west, No ove was more appreciative of this than the A.L.O.C, manager 
at Gach Saran to. whom the officer commanding owes a great debt of gratitude 
for the unstinting assistance which he gave over transport, introductions and 
local information, for the hospitality which be extended and for the interest 
which he took in our work, 

The tribes in this area from south-west to north-east are (i) Kashkuli 
Qusbgai (winter only), (il) Darrashuri, Quiligas (winter only), and (iii) Bavi 
Mamasani and Doshman Ziari. The Manasani are farther subsdlivided into 
Rustami, Javidi, Febliani and Bakesh. At the extreme south-eart are the 
settled. villages of the Khisht plain and to the west the settled lands of Boir 
Abmedi Garmairi, Camped over winter in the valleys of Rustami and Mavi 
‘aro what remains to Mobd. Hussein Taberi of the Boir Ahmedi Sarhadi 
(Upper). Seattered in Kashkuli, by whos Khans they are owned, are a few 
permanent villages, some of Qaaligai, others of mixed origin. ‘The first week 
Wan spent with Kasbkuli working north-west through Mahur from roadbead 
‘at Kivisht,  Feblian was the next roadhead, treatment being given at Bakesh 
om route. ¥rom Fehlian to Basht sick werd treated at a number of Rustami 
villages and a raro opportunity was seized to treat and study the Qaid Qivi 
Boi Almedi, whose lack tents command the route, whilt working in, the 
comparative safety of Rustami protection, Bayi and the nomadic Tir Taji 
Boir Almedi were treated at Bash. 

Ahwaz was visited to replace cortain drugs which had become exhausted 
owing to the high incidence of malaria and the accidental immersion of a loaded 
mule. After returning to Gach Saran short trips were made into Darrashuri 
and sections of Kashkuli hitherto unvisited by us. 

‘Arrangements bad been made to stay a night at Aru, the centre of Boir 
Almedi Garmsiri, where a mysterious epidemic was decimating the population, 
in appreciation of the help which their Kalantar, Muzafar Khan Ariani, had 
extended to the Persian Government and the A.L0.C. But at the Jast moment 
othor coimsels based on the growing insecurity of the area prevailed and the 
Visit was canaled. To appease Mozafiar's Uisappoiatinent a present of quinine 
was forwarded by” runner. 

On the difficult route to Mamassani through Darrashuri endless transport 
troubles were experianced, and frequent changes of animals were necessary, 
Rain added to the delays. "Tt was the intention, had not the officer commanding 
teen taken il, to continue through Jayidi and Deshman Ziari to Ardekan and 
thoreby complete the picture, It is hoped to visit these tribes on some futuro 
‘occasion. 


Conditions encountered. 

(a) These lands arbour but a part of the intricate tribal mosaic which 
overlies the rugged framework of Fars and Kuh Galu. Of divers origins, 
brave traditions and mixed. tongues, the inbabitants live in an unstable 
equilibrium whose balance once more is determined one way or the other by 
force of arms. Old blood-feuds and half-buried quarrels are apt to erupt with 
destructive fury; whilst the strength of the weaker tribes is ever provoked and 
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their patience sorely tried by the raids, incursions or exactions of their more 
Powerful neighbours ‘Those who are settled in rich lands have little to gain 
‘and everything to lose from lawlessness; and from having been rich feeding 
ground for Government officials they are now the tempting prey of irresponsible 
Sowadie tribes Whether villager or nomad, man must bear arms and be brave 
to survive. 

(}) With the fall of Reza Shah his much-prided infantry and armies lost 

le and were overthrown by the tribes or quick to escape from the marrow 
valleys where they were quartered, fearful of the awakening wrath of those 
they had been obliged to oppress.” ‘The nomads rejoived in a reaccossion of 
freedom, and buried arms saw light again and .were carefully cleaved. New 
rifles were bought or acquired, some sold by the army (Colonel Qavimi, Military 
Governor of Bebbehan in 1040, is said to have sold many rilles to Boir Almedi 
Sarhadi) or arms traffickers, others seized in daring raids on outposts of the 
army and Amnieh. Added to these were the many rifles of the deserters, some 
‘of whom had bee conscripted from the tribes and were quick to return t0 their 
tents. ‘The rearmament race had begun 

"Those of the former Khans who had survived long exile or imprisonment 
slunk back to their tribes and set to to re-establish their lost hold and recoup 
their confiscated lands. ‘The latter awaits full accomplishment and has occasioned 
more than one bloody battle with the Government; whilst the former was not 
always easy because, although they were welcomed by the majority of their old 
subjects and their weaker relatives who had been allowed (0 remain with. the 
tribes, as fellow-sufierera from Reza Shab, there were not a fow among the latter 
who, thanks to the dificult accessibility of their pastures, or to lending them- 
selves as tools to the Government, bad escaped the worst oppression and had 
profited from the sufferings of their neighbours and now found irkeome a return 
to the absolute rule agaitist which there ix no appeal bul mutiny or seceuion 
from the tribe. Others who had been settled in. squalor and. mimry had. been 
‘cowed into taking a craven and half-hearted pride in being law-abiding citizens, 
had hind their strength eapped by disease or famine and were reluctant at fir 
to return to their former spartanisin. Moreover, in. the absence of the chief 
Khans, the tribes had been weakened internally by poisonous intrigues of which 
the Government are masters and had been infused with insidious, propaganda 
‘against the Khans. Much ill-blood had heen neutralised or removed. However, 
they mostly «ucceeded and tribal pride and morale were slowly reborn, whilst 
the myth of the invincible Persian army, of which many had come to be 
‘and which only the Boir Abmedi had disposed of at Tang-i-Tamuradi, receded 
from their minds. Of all these tribes only the Boir Ahmedi Sarhadi had not 
been fully subdued by the Shah who, by placing a cordon round their forbidding 

ected only in restricting their activities, whilst such robber kings 

‘and Ali-and Vali Tzad Paneb, continued to sally forth 

although on a lesser and more cautions scale. Although their, principal two 

chiefs were lured into captivity and ultimate assassination, the pride of the rank 
and file was never shattered by defeat, sian Wess 

‘The Qashgai horde resumed its biannoal migrations without having to pay 
immense bribes for this ancient privilege, which had landed them in penury or 
debt. And the settled communities in their path endured once more’ the 
dopredations and tramplings down that accompany these undisciplined moves 
Meanwhile, the "'Iliat’” were building up their flocks of sheop and goats and 
camels and the Kadkhudas and Khans their stables of horses and mules, which 
had become thinned out from having been stolen by Government employees or 
igiven in bribes, and in the case of those that coald not move had perished for 
‘want of grass. 

So the position to-day is that outposts of gondarmes and garrisons of tro 
fare to be fotind only along the main road from Shiraz to Bushire, where traffic 
Inust run in escorted convoys, whilst there are two ineffective Gendarme posts 
at Shahpor and Feblian on the Mamassani road. ‘These are unable to prevent 
farmed Mamassanis and Kashkulis from levying a. toll on all eivilian passongors 
and caravans at four points along the road, which they do by order of their 
Khans on the pretext of receiving payment for their safe custody. At Gach 
Saran there is a company from a crack Persian regiment of the north, supported 
by British troops, who give security to this area from Boir Ahmedi and other 
would-be marauders. “, 4 3 

Elsewhere local government rests with the tribal Kalantars who in Kashkuli, 
Darrashuri and other Qashgai ‘*tirehs" are chosen by Nasir Khan from their 
‘own ruling families. In tribes they are accepted by their subjects on a 
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by no means rigid hereditary basis in which, in Kuhgalo, siasassinations, blood 
feuds and forcible usurpatious play an appointed part. The Government either 
acknowledges or is unable to oppose their appointment and sometimes: face- 
savingly grants them a mandate to ‘keep, the peace in their territory, a 
responsibility it cannot itself undertake, Taxes are no longer paid to the 

overnment except on what is exported to the towns. Tribute is rendered to 
the Khans, and in Qusbgai the Kalantars signify their support of Nasir Khan 
by the offering of ‘"presents” which are really in the nature of a voluntary 
tax. Nor are the tribesmen conscripted, a practice which having experienced 
they consider degrading in that their men would be slaving for despised and 
corrupt oficers and n.cos without payment or food and ander appalling cot: 
Gitions, whilst their families would have to support them and would sufler 
hardship in their abseoce. ‘There are, of course, other factors too, on both sides 
sn wal itante hatred of the Governinent is found in most nomadic trite, but 
jn the Light of past experience its power is feared more than might be expected 
Milo Ue day of reckoning is being prepared for and is awaited by many, |The 
camps of the Khans and Kadkhudas of Boir Ahmedi and Qashgai are littered 
with the booty of Semirum and Kamfiruz. Rifles, ammonition, bell tents, 
revolvers, uniforms, greateoats, hoots, telephones, arimunition boxes, saddlery 
and horses, ate all shown with naughty childlike pride by their owners, who say, 
mockingly, that they were given ty the Government, In Qaid Qivi Boir Abmedt 
pride ot place is given to a pair of machine gune generously bestowed by 
Abdullah Zarghampur from among many on his lesser rival Mohammad Hussein 
‘Taheri for his part i the Semirum battle. At Semirum the Boir Abmedi bore 
the brunt of the fighting and took the lion’s share of the booty (many fought with 
clubs and axes), Teaving little to Darrashuri or Kashkali. and even seizing a 
number of rifles off the latter, so it is assorted and even half admitted. The 
bulk of Kasbkuli booty ix from Kamfiruz, Nowhere has the officer commanding, 
seen such profusion and display of good modern arms and wellsstocked bandoliers, 
sscept, perbaps, in Kurdestan, wx ho met in these wats. Any youth with a 
rifle is able to lord it in little ways over his unarmed neighbours, and his head 
becomes awollen with pride. A horse and saddle complete hix outfit by which time 
his feeling of importance may preclude him from work and he takes to robbing 
or joins the paid retinue of the Khana, ; 

But there is another side to the picture. —Kvidence in Darrashuri ai 
Knabkcull suggests that the rank and file, for some time to come at any rate, bave 
had their picnic and are sore concerued in reaping good harvents and swelling 
thoit flocks than they are in joining battle or in robbery. They suffered much lass 
‘summer from the unrest in which they participated and many were hindered from 
reaping oe giving fll mind wo their erops in the north by the cll of battle and 4 
premature ‘withdrawal to the garmsir, dictated by fear that the Government 
might try and block the narrow way south, ‘The majority of Darraxburi and Kash 
Kull are-good peaceful folk, the lest type of shepherd, proud fathers, intensely 
hospitable, and whose first concern is the protection and prosperity of their flocks 
and families, It is only in obedience to their more ambitious Khans that they will 
take up arms in aggressive conflict, and even then some sections will decline whilst 
aaer won tre and can seldom stay long without hardabip to their families. Of 
Knahkuli (of the three divisions of Kashkuli, only Kashkuli Buzurg was visited) 
only a few, mich as the Abutvardi, are habitual robbers and these are despised by 
‘most of the others, who themselves will only rob in bad times or perhaps when on 
tho move. ‘The Darrashuei, who own less land in the garmsir and are poorer and 
wilder than Kashkuli, are for these reasous more it 


iow 


Prejudices. Means must be found for the tribes to get their fair share of these 
nonopaly goods without having to buy at exorbitant black market rates ff mach 





mes 
able in 


nerations and extending from South uhgal to the western 
borders of Shiraz. Their lands include the fertile north-east fringe of the 
armvir and pass into the Sarhad in their northern and eastern confines, A. few 
families only of Bavi, Rust idi move 
up in summer with 


tho 

summer To the south are. the deeply-cut gach" hill o 
Mahur, which are the winter quarters of Keshuli ard Darraskuri, the later 
nis; whilst for the last few winters the Rastami have. anxiously 

Quid Qivi Boir Abmodi, and the Bavi the more peaceful Tir Taft 


Twice yoarly in their migrations to and fram Semirum the Darraxhori must 
pass eastwards through Bakesh and Doshman Ziari or Javidi before they tarn 
north whilst the Kashkuli, after Dastarjan, follow a northerly route which passen 
through the south-east comer of Doshinan Ziari to their hills north af Ardekan. 
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‘The Boir Ahmedi Garmsiri, settled east of Behbehan under Muzaffer Khan, 
are still holding out against the octopoid encroachments of Abdullah Zarghampur, 
vietor of Semirum, Kalantar of Boir Ahmedi Sarhad (Lower) and self-styled 
Ilkhani of Kuhgaln, who already controls the fertile district and tribe of Cheram. 
and much of Taibi Garmsiri to the north and has ually annexed Dil, one of 
Muzafier's villages. These settled Boir Ahmedi, aided by Government rifles, are 
tough people and may yet fight against odds before losing their lands. They have 
beett joined by Khosrow and Kalb Ali, two of Abdullah's brothers, who have 
quarrelled with him, and live in the full blast of a ‘* war of nerves" conducted 
Uy Abdallah. Added to the elects of thi year's malaria, the worst an record, 
the Garmsir was amitten this summer by a terrible plague termed "" Ranj. which, 
attacking the horses and mules, spared few of their lives. The donkeys, however, 
were but lightly afflicted. This has seriously weakened them as against the 
nomads who passed through at the end, their animals escaping infection. ‘The 
stables of the nomadic Javidi, however, were also free from the disease, 

Although Mohammad Hussein Tahori has given an assurance to his friend 
Hossein Quli Rustam that he will not rob the latter's villages—the condition 
under which he winters in Rustami—yet it is quite unsafe to travel in porthern 
‘Mamassani without an adequate escort, which should not be let cut of one's sight, 
nor that of one's baggage, ad quite out of the question to proceed after dark: not 
‘would any armed yuard consent to accompany due after nightfall. The reason is 
that Quid Qivi Boir Ahmedi are a bold, undisciplined crowd and, although theit 
chiefs and Kadkhudas can prevent major raiding sorties, for the platning of 
Which they are thetnselvos responsible, they are unable to curb completely the sro 
pontities ‘of their lusty youths for minor robbery and would become highly 
unpoptlar and impoveriah the tribe if they suceeded in doing #0. The state of 
insecurity is reflected in Rustami villages, each of which nestles round a mound 
‘ape hy # mad tower on which tofangehi look-out fa ever posted; whilst. at 
night armed guards patrol the peritueter and give vent to frequent false alariaa, 
shots ringing out at intervals until the dawn, In Bayi the Tir'T'aji Boir Ahmed 
fre tore concerned With their vast flocks and camels and little tnelined to rob. 
Howover, a guard is still advisable, on account of loose outlaw elements within the 
Bavi tribe itelf, who are in opposition to the Kalantar and given to preying on 
volitary travellers, small ca ‘and on the villagew of the more peaceful sections 
of the tribe, In Boir Ahmed Tmsirt soourity is probably worse in winter than 
in tho preceding areas, from the northern proximity of the Boir Abedi Sarbadi 


lower). 
Uowsthere renal, lastly, th wetted“ buluk "of Khleht, occupying a roughly 
triangular plain (altitude 2,000 feet) bounded by the Bushire road to the east, the 


Kuh Takan range to the south-west and ty low rugged hills to the north, it is 
richly watered by the considerable stream of the Shahpur River. which flows from 
‘east to wost near the northern foothills. A network of untidy canals traverses 
tho plain and waters date plantations and paddy fields. Wheat, barley, tobacco 
and cotton are also grown, ‘The many villages would be richer were it rit for the 
insecurity of tho area, occasioned largely by ite own inhabitants, partly by 
Abulvard! Kashkuli, and for the ghastly tolls of malaria, trachoma and other 
diseases. Nor is the hot climate of summer conducive to work. ‘The Abalvardi 
Kashkuli camp under the northern hills up to the road, but do not extend south of 
the river, Johangir Khan Kashkali, who, however, owns none of the land or 
villages, has taken upon himself the security of the area, which doubtless he covets, 
and has posted his tofangehis at the motorable village of Khisht, for which he ix 
anid to be levying taxes.“ Much of the property is owned by Hikmat, Hishimat al 
Mamalik of Shiraz, 

‘The inhabitants of mixed Persian and Lar stock are brave, fierce and well 
arined and speak Farsi mingled with some Luri, They live in’ miserable palm 
huts and mud hovels where they are tormented by flies and mosquitoes The 
Kashkuli tribute them with being jots at long range, but state that they 
are inferior to themelves in clow fighting. Although eecrity is suid to, have 
improved, robbery and the clashes of small armed bands still give rise to shots 
in the plantations at night. These and the incessant howling of jackals are 
sufficient to deter most travellers after dark, and the Kadkhudas will rint sanction 
their movement or risk escorts in their favour. 


Public Relations and Propaganda Value, 


From reports received by A.U.O., Ahwaz, and Gach Saran it would appear 
that the goodwill vale of the tour was considerable, Some of the Khana, teecles 
being gratified by the treatment, remarked that they were even more’ pleased 
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that an Englishman should be willing to live as they do and take an interest in 
their families, their history and’their way of living” The officer commanding 

was forcibly struck by the genuine and friendly attitude of Kasbkuli and 
Larrashuri Khans, by the extent of the gratitude shown by the tribes and by the 
welcome he received on his return to Living in close proxims 

the A.L0.C. workings at Gach Saran they supply part and fall-time 
employees, Kashkuli and Darrashuri have had ample opportunities to get to kuow 
the British, and have found the association profitable, now the company 
fare negotiating with them for the purchase of many head of sheep in exchange 
for the much-needed tea, sugar and cloth. Moreover, there are traditions of 
co-operation with the British against the Sanlat-ud-Dauleh in the Great War; 
and the South Persia Rifles, in which a number of tribesmen (mostly Qashgai) 
enlisted, is still spoken of with respect and held up ax an example of British 

rule. 


‘Tribal policy is largely determined by fear, hatred and suspicion of the 
Central Government, based on past. persecutions, and by a desire to strengthen 
themselves against a future reastortion of its powor.. With the fall of Reza Shah 
they shared in the short-lived hopes that a now dynasty and a more capable and 
sympathetic Government would arise, whilst punishment woald overtake their 
late oppressors, At this time the majority would probably have flocked to serve 
us as being their liborators from a eruel and selfish tyrant. But when they found 
that we had not come to reorganise the country or interfere in its internal affairs, 
aad that we were supporting the son of Pahlevi and the Central Gove 
and when they saw the same corrupt clique continue in office and the cl 
food situation deteriorate, hope turned to disappointment, and anti 
propaganda, aided by British reverses at arms, found a fertile medium in whi 
to take root. The old stories that we had been behind the policy of Reza Shah 
(cide Report No. 4) were resurrected and found favour among them. IL is only 
with the changing fortunes of war, the confounding of enemy propheoies and an 
ultimate realisation that we have dove them no harm that their foclings have 
recoutly begun to swing back in our favour. Nevertheless, friendly though they 
may be, they are uulikely to repose their full confidence in us 0 long as wo Aro 
‘associated with a Government they despise. . They know now that the Allies are 
the masters of the war, and that the ultimate fate of their country and themselves 

+ partly in our bands, and hope that oar influence may be used 10 prevent 

ir future oppression or to give them the bevelite of a semii-indepondence.. They 
assure one that they are now satisfied that the accusations made against us were 
quite unjust. However, one is still asked why we didn't exterminate the Pablevi 
pasty and supplant it by another as though in token of our goodwill towards 

t! le of Persia. ‘The same remark was addressed by a Boir Almedi 
Kadkhoda with the prefix : “The Boir Alimedi want. to know why..." It 
was replied that it isn't the custom of the British to indulge. in unnecessary 
‘oodshed, and that in England the sins of the father are nol visited on the sons. 

‘They express admiration for the way we have turned the war in our favour, 
and sum up their feelings in a remark heard several times that "' the British 
know well how to manage these things.” The Kasbkuli are keen to explain that 
the recent Qushgai netivities were directed against the Government and not 

inst. ourselves, as also to. point out that the Germans are now with Boir 
Ahmedi and no longer with the i. tribe, Tn excuse for the past they 
explain Nasir Khan's anxiety for his two brothers who were in Germany and 
his fear of inciting reprisals against them. However, no hitterness is expressed 
against Germany other than an occasional “* Give us arms and we will fight with 
Yo against them." 
in ig cite band, Dated of the Rossin i intense, and, thong much of 
this is likely to have been inspired by propaganda, a knowledge of the rut 
cruelty attending the settlement of the ‘Turkoman tribes is probably. another 
cauaal factor. With regard to the rank and file, it must be remembered that they 
are 90 per cent. illiterate and in extreme ignorance of outside affairs. ‘Their 
jinions are largely moulded by elders or." Rish-Safide ” (literally. white- 
1}. ria, i they have a smattering of laters, are given the additional tite 
of Mullah. ‘They are rich in local experience and tribal lore, and often exercise 

































































‘8 moderating influence, althongh there are trouble-makers among them, They 
should be treated with the respect due to their age and which is given. them by 
the Khans and Kadkbudas, and.are a mine of information which is not, however, 
always accurate unless it pertains to family tees s 

he Mamussani and, Bayi look to the. British for protection. against. their 
‘enemies, and, like the Armenians, are apt to.resent our helping anyone else. 

‘The Boir Ahmedi were very appreciative of treatment, hospitable and 
behaved reasonably well. Soon after arriving in their camps one is invited toa 
rifle contest in the presence of a large and critical audience. If successful. in 
hitting the mark their respect is soon won and one is. taken without further 
‘question into their cirele, 

Cordial relations are being maintained with Dr. Hikmat, Director of Public 
Health for Fars, and information is exchanged about conditions in the areas 
visited about which he seems to know little. 


Medical, 

(a) Prevailing Diseases —The health of Fars last summer and autumn was 
undermined by an unusually severe epidemic of malaria, accompanied by an 
almost complete lack of quinine and atebrin to cope with the cases. As was to 
bo wxpected, mortality was high. “Among the factors probaly responsible mere 
() tho unusually heavy rainfall daring the winter 142-43 (171 inches in Shiraz), 
‘which kept noorished water courses normally dry in summer, extended the swamp 
arean and allowed of a more extensive cultivation of rice, (ii) the mild autumn 
wenther and Inte rainfall (mosquitoes were active and attacking furiously in 
Mamarannii and Bavi in the thitd week of December, and fresh cases were still 
occurring), and (iti) the tendency towards increased ‘rice cultivation whi 
shown itself wince the fall of Reza Shah, who, for selfish motives, tried 
unsuccewfully to limit ie to his Crown lands in Gilan and Mazanderan in 
ander that be might goin « monopoly. Althoogh the paddy field areas (where 
‘An, slutus appears to be the principal vector) suffered most, a high incidence was 
‘also mot with in villages such as Naugak, which are situated near a pebbly 
waterconres, and where an almost 100 per cent, infection was encountered. The 
only vector identified, and that in large numbers, was Am. euperpictus, the 
Sommoneat vector in the monntain and submontane areas of Traq and Western 

ers. 

Although, their Sarhad is said to be largely free from malaria, and the 
aridity of Mahur in the south, apart from a few brackish swamps, prechides any 
large-scale anophetine breeding, yet the Kashguli became heavily infectod (about 
70 por cent.) in the course of their downward migration. They say this took 
placo at Shahpur, a highly malarious riverine and rice-growing area where they 
camp before dispersing to their winter quarters whilst tarrying in commerce 
with the merchants of Kazerun, By coming down earlier # their normal 
habit, they arrived in what was probably the height of the season instead of 
near the ond aa in normal years. 

‘The Darrashuri were only lightly infected as they passed swiftly through 
the fever-ridden belt of Mamassani, whilst the Boir Ahmedi, who arrived much 
later and remained in tho area, caught the tail end of the epidemic and were 
about 0 per cent. infected. Mortality from malaria was high in Mamassani, 
Ravi and Boir Abmedi, Garmsiri and at Khisht, and the after-effects and 
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and (iii) whooping cough in Basht. No typhus was aeen, but a few odd cases were 
suspected. Tuberculosis is not uncommon among nomad and. villager alike, aud 
routine examination with X-ray would probably reveal a percentage approaching. 
5 per cent. This is not surprising in the light of the high incidence of chronic 
bronchitis and the habit of spitting indiscrumimately on the walls and floors of 
confined spaces which is indulged in by every villager. Scabies is exceptionally 
Widespread throughout the area and results from the indiscriminate use of other 
people's bedding which is never cleaned and the rarity of washing. Lice are 
almost equally prevalent. Venereal disease is almost unknown in, Qashgai, 
Darrashuri and Boir Abmedi, bat is just starting in Mamassani, Some cases 
were also seen in Khisht, Among injuries hideous ulcers reaching to the bone and 
initiated by thorns and dog bites are common among the nomadic tribes, and Uaree 
Caves were seen of the right eye destroyed by the burstiug hreech of nn a0 

rifle. Many Qashgai are still nursing the battle wounds of last summer, w 

ancient gunshot scars and sinuses are common in Mamassani and at Khieht. 

(b) Local Medical Facitities—It might almost be said that. th 
tonil. There are Government and private doctors at Kazerun and a 
Government doctor at Behbehan. Cases requiring hospital treatment must find 
their way to Shiraz. At Maliki, in Mamassani, there has been for several yoars 
fa very poorly qualified Government doctor. But the complete lack of quinine, 
‘atebrin and other essential drags from which he-has heen suffering for many 
months makes him an unfortunate object of ridicule. The A.LO.C. doctor at 
Gach Saran is willing to treat neighbouring tribesmen, but is only allowed to 
give medicine to those who are employed. by the company. In exceptional and 
deserving cases the company arranges accommodation in its hospitals at Abadan 
‘or Masjid-i-Saleiman for tribal chiefs or members of their families. 

(0) Supply of Druge—Additional quinine and atebrin over and above 
normal rates of consumption should have been supplied to Government medical 
sorvices in Shiraz from Tehran to cope with this year's epidemio, but thin docs 
not appear to have been done. An attempt ix about to be made to 
the prices of the chemists in Shiraz by the establishment of a ¢ 
pharmacy which will sell at Government rates, 


A. GARROD, Captain, RA ML, 
0.6, 12th Tad. Dir, Mob, Dispensary. 
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Appendix 


Notes on Boir A hmedi. 


(® Boir Alimedi Sarhadi. Strength about 7,000 families 


L. Distribution, sti 

Sarhad and Garmsir more or less adjacent, being partly separated in the 
south-west by the narrow strip of Cheram and Dosbman Ziari Kuchek and in the 
south by the Sarhad of Bavi and Rustam, 


(a) Sarhad— Roughly, trapezoid in shape, with, the following boundaries 


apt to vary with the fortunes of the tribe and incapable of accurate definition. 

North-Kast—From north-west to south-east Kut-i-Dinar range, Kub-i- 
Kakun and Kumehr, forming boundary with Qasbgai Sarlad, 

North.—From north-west extremity of Kuh-i-Dinar ringe ruining couvesly 
westwards well north of Pataweh, Maregun and Burj-i-Chin to upper reaches of 
‘Marun River near Qaleh Gulab. : M 

“An obscure and exceedingly mountainous boundary merging into unexplored 
lands which used to be occupied by the Noui tribe and beyond which lie the 
Bakhtiari Kiamerai tribes to the north and the Taibi Sarhad to the north-west, 
Bakhtiari has spread southwards into Nout territory and now adjoins Boir 
Abmedi. 

‘South-West—Kub-i-Siah extending south-east into the Chaslekhor range 
and the upper reaches of the Khairabad River, Contiguoas with Doshman Ziari 
Kochek in north-west, Cheram in centre and Bavi in sonth-east. 


































































































South —An irregular line which follows upper reaches of Khairabad River 
from Shab Bahram tow point north of Kub-i-Elburz, whence it turns east, running 
through Kub-i-Zardward north of Tang-i-Tamuradi (8/08) and Sargah Chinen 
to edge of Kubmebr district of Kashkuli. Continguous trst with Bavi then with 
Rustami Sarhads. ‘There bas been a tendency during the last three years for 
Boir Alunedi to push the boundary south at the expense of Rastami, 66 that the 
whole Tang-i-Tamuradi, Kuwaishk and the Sargheh Chineb villages are now in 
the hands of Quid Qivi. The northern Bayi lands are also threatened. Abdulla 

r has his summer headquarters at Chenar, Mohammed Hussein at or 
Khosrovi, and Qaid Nasir Tamuradi at Pataweb. 
ove territory includes some of the most difficult, mountainous and least 
explored parts of Persia, especially towards its north-west confines. Its nature 
is briefly described by A.'V. Harrison, who has traversed parts of it, in an article 
entitled “* Some Routes in Southern Iran (Journal of RG.S., April or May, 
1942), and in Route 63 (Boll), Routes in Persia, Vol. 111, 1910 (GS., India) 
It is well-wooded and contains # large number of cultivated and well-watered 
villages around ‘Tal-i-Khosrovi and Sisakht in the east, in Tamuradi country 
to the north and round Safariab in the west. As a general rule it may be said 
that the "* upper section occupies the south and south-east, and the “lower”? 
the north and north-west of the area. 
Roundaries more variable than those of Sarhad. Falls into 


overrun 
this area 


pelong, to. the 
, Mohammed Hussein Taheri 


2. Migration 
‘The Boir Ahmedi Surhad ia the last of the tribes to move down and the first 

to move up, remaining from late November until about mid-March in the Garmsir 

‘The Quid Qivi have the shortest route, the ‘Tamura 

Qaid Qivi and Tir Taji follow the Nauguk Valley 

‘Tamuradi the route Qaleb Gul or Qalah Kalat, Mai € 

Sagaweh and Pataweh. Other sections either follow these or other more difficult 

trails through the Khairabad basin, or via Safariab and Sa'adat 


3. Sub-divivions. 

A list of sub-sections with their present habitate and allegianos (December 
1943) is given in section (¢) of this appendix. ‘There has been a strong tendene 
during the past year for sections of the “upper” to transfer to Abdallal 
Zarghampur, who has also seized some of the “upper” 

Mohammed Hussein Taheri is now left with only Tir 
Quid Qivi, the small Sa’adat Murderazi (which follows 
ficant ‘section of Avhai and of the Aulad Mirzali section a 
‘These together with his villages in the Sarhad amount to little over 1,000 families 
‘a5 against the 6,000 which Zargharpur can command. 

he Qaid Qivi are tiniversally acknowledged to be the bravest, most warlike 
most intelligent and least disciplined, bat are much split by quarrels and blood 
fends between the rival Kadkhudas. The Tir Taji are relatively peaceful and 
concerned more with the protection of their vast flocks against other sections of 
the tribe than with robbery. They are the only Boir Ahmedi who keep camels. 

‘The Tamuradi is the largest, most inaccessible and most powerful section and 
is in a position of semi-independence. Jalil and Babakani are savage and lawless 
but not s0 brave as Qaid Qivi. The Aghai and Farsi sections took part in recent 
raids on Kashkuli and on Bandar Dilam respectively. ‘The Zangawari are elosels 
assreiated with the Dasht-i-Mauri and are noted within the tribe for the hean 
of their women, The Sa’adat sections claim Arab descent, are mostly settled and 
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are sayids. There are a few Ali-Ullahis and Bohars among. the Sa‘adat-i- 
Bahmabmid. The activities of the settled Sisakhtis who under Mullah Qubad 
Were once the scourge of the Qumshah, Abadeh and Abarquh-Yezd areas, are 
well-known and have been recorded in Christian's Tribes of Fars. Under the 
many sons of the late Mullah they have resumed their former habits and are 
reputed to ave raided near Nain and Yesd this summer. 


4. Character and Habite 

‘The Boir Ahmedi Sarhadi are still living in the ‘heroic age”* and are 
becoming an interesting though highly-dangerous anachronism, Unless: their 
growing power can be rathlessly curbed the security and peaceful development 
of a large part of South-West Persia will be jeopardised as it has been inter- 
‘mittently throughout the present century. 

‘Their resurgence is directly attributable to the weakness of Government rule 
and the longer they are allowed to expand their power and increase their arms the 
more difficult will be their ultimate defeat. Pressure can most easily be brought to. 
bear on them from Tal-i-Khosrovi and in the more accessible Garmsir country, 
where their downward migration could be forestalled hy a powerful force. They 
fare universally acknowledged by their enemies and by Qushyai to be the bravest, 
toughest and most ruthless fighters in Southern Persia, and on their own summer 
gtound can outmanquve any attacking force, These qualities, added to their 
general untrustworthiness and inaccessibility, have made them the terror of their 

ghhours and the scourge of settled areas up 10 150 miles from their strongholds 

hear mobility, though on foot, rivals that of the mounted Turkomans, whose 
dopredations during the last century extended from the shores of the Caspian 
and Atrak valleys to the confines of Isfahan. However, like all tribes in wl 
Se predatory instnet i highly developed, their energies ae frequently dissipated 
in internal feuds; bot these are soon submerged when the tribo as a whole is 
threatened from without and it is possible in normal times for a powerful leador 
to unite most rections #0 long as the prospect of sufficient loot can be held before 
thom. ‘Travelling fast over little-used tracks in well-armed bands of about 
300 strong, of whom most are on foot, he covers immense distances and is often 
away with his booty before a general alarm can be raised. When near the scene 
‘of his quarry he may lie up in some unfrequented spot during the day protected 
by sentries whilst others survey the lie of the land, He is dsually ablo to fight 
tie way through should opposition be met and is successful in disarming outposts 
of gendarmes. His raids are carefully planned and usually avoid Qushgai country 
when the latter are there ‘Thus the settled villages of Mahur, Liravi, Zaidan 
and Behbehan are raided after the harvest in summer, whilst the ‘Abadch, 
Qumisbeh and Abarqub-Yeed areas are disturbed most’often in spring and 
utumn before and after the interposition of Qashgai betwoon them and their 
quarry. Whilst in frequent conflict with Mamassani he holds these ancient 
enemies, when armed, in respect and will only tackle them in great strength, 
In the absence of a rifle he will fight with clab or axe (as at Semirum) and has 
little companction in seizing the arms of his allies in the general confusion of 
battle. Such is his vanity that he will sometimes claim that his raiding casualties 
were killed by his own people rather than grant the honour to his opponenta, 
He shows scant consideration to his own wounded, even if it be a brother, and 
ould rather return with epoil than be encumbered by a disabled friend. ' The 
‘womenfolk instil the love of raiding and war into their sons at an 


of Rastami is a tragic 
and bitter testimony to repeated Bair Ahmedi depredations, the villages having 
ceased to build houses, dwelling in reed hints which ean be easily replaced, What 
booty cannot be fairly divided between the robbers is given as a peace-offering 
to the Sayids._Kadkhudas are made or broken by their skill and resourcefulness 
in leading raiding bands and thereby enriching the tents of their followers. 
In appearance, judring from Quid Qivi and Tir Taji, the Boir Ahmedi ia 
superior to the average Lur, and shows a great variety of types in all of which 
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great muscular development predominates. Medium-tall men, fine features and 
fairish hair, eyes and skin are very common in Qaid Qivi, bat a broad, 
and swarthier type is said to be more typical of the tribe as a whole. He epeaks 
‘© Lurt dialoce which js Ile removed from Bakhtiar. In dress be diflers only 
slightly from his neighbours of Fars, wearing the long and often colourful robe of 
Qushgai, a brown felt ** Kolah"* and socks or puttees ander short loose trousers, 
With strong givehs or sandals on his feet. Over all is a massive and heavily-stocked 
bandolier and a large kummerband in which an assortment of knives or a pistol 
aro stuck. He never lets his rifle oat of his hand for fear his brother or a friend 
will seize it, and quarrelling over arms with frequent blondshed is 2 common 
source of strife and the beginning of many a blood-fed. In the absence of a 
red with metal is carried. ‘The women 
id dress in all the finery of stolen 
the Khans and in the rank and 
Mhave met and resalte in enormous 


ilies can. put mo mean force in the 
field. ‘Thus .tribesman of Aulad-i-Mahmun is reported to have seventeen sons 
cach armed with a rfl, ‘The big families may account for the uniformly large 
sizo of Boid Ahmedi tents which would be considered those of Khans in other 
tribes, and also for the frequent quarrels hetween half-brothers which reflect the 
bitter struggle for existence; and this should be kept in mind when assessing the 
number of souls or fighting strength from ‘the numixr of teote, the. nmual 
commputation of five per family oF tent being too low. 

‘They suffer little from sickness and are callous towards their weaklings, 
desiring the death of an emaciated infant rathor than it should be aaxiated t0 
aurvive. They altcibute their health and strength to the eating of acoen bread 

non being asked whether they suffer much from trachoma a Kadkhuda replied, 
No, wo should porish if we had trachoma."” However, malaria is said to be 
rampant in the settled villages around Tal-i-Khoarow where well-watered ninize 
fields abound, 

1 was lucky to be prosent shortly aftor the marriage of Mohammed Hussein's 
sinter to hix cousin Nasir, The festivites wore marked by animated dancin 
‘and music, in which both, the tribal '" raqe’” and the" Tarkeh Bazi" or atic 
dance were performed. Though very similar to the dances of Luristan and 
Bakhtiari, you. both are worthy of being recorded for the small differences they 
may display, "The former took place round a cairn of stones which supports a 
bonfire at night. Th ian (trumpets and-drum) stood at one side of the 
‘irole of dancers who faced towards the centre, the women occupying one arc, 
tho mon the other, in all about fifty at a time. The women, adorned in their 
finest silks, held a coloured: handkerchief in either hand which they waved 
alternately above the head in timo with the masic and. the movements of their 
{eet which were two, mail hops on each, foot ia turn with a gente swaying of 
he waint and a slow progression tothe right. The movements of the men were 
no diflerent except that instoad of handkerchiefs they carried a rifle at the 
““porkarms”” with the butt resting on the kummerbud. All looked intently 
and proudly o the front, whit united Kel” or high-pitched tremalous 
wail of the women or the discharge of a rifle burst through the music at intervals. 

be dance, continued for over an hour during which they entered or left the 
cirole at will, seldom dancing for more than a few minntes at a time. ‘The stick 
dance was performed to a special tane and grew wilder as successive champions 
‘entered the ring, One carries. a defensive pole about six feet long, the other a 
shorter cane with which to attack, The prelude is a double hopping forward 
stride in which one precedes the othier in a circle to the rhythm of the music, each 
holding his weapon in gondolier style. As the tempo and drumming increases 
thoy take up a facing position, the aim of the holder of the cane being to confuse 
his opponent by feints and the ferocity of his stare and finally to strike. him 
as savagely as he cant anywhere below the waist whilst he wards off the blow 
with the pole. The game is decided on from one to three rounds, after which 
the competitors change places. ‘The women form a vocal background. 

Funeral ceremonies in which all take part are reserved. for "* lion-men ”” 
arid! those who die in battle. and their principal feature is the parading of a 
finely caparisoved horse on which the dead man’s accoutrements are placed. 
Death froi assassination or other causes is not usually deemed worthy of a fine 
funeral, human life being held of little worth and a fighting death the greatest 
glory. ‘Economically their life is similar to that of other nomads except that 
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nature has favoured them with less than their neighbours to’ the East. ‘Their 
mountainous Sarbad is little suited to-agricaltural activities and as much of 
their garmsir is in other hands they are therefore unable to cultivate it, which 
probably accounts for the shorter time they spend.there. ‘They are largely 

‘pendent on acorn-bread supplemented by what grain or maize they grow it 
the Sarhad and what they can plunder. Wild berries, nuts, fruits and rice 
complete the vegetable part of their diet, the latter being bought from the garmsir 
tribes, in exchatge for roxhan, sheep, hides, wool and rugs. “Gums are collected 
and charcoal extracted in the forests and these with other produce are traded 
at Ardekan or Bebbehan, their principal market centres, and to a lesser extent 
Tqlid, Their rugs are coarse, of simple and gay design, and bright vegetable 
colours. | They also weave tent-cloth of goat's hair and" Kharha.” of roug 
‘woollen bags for carrying grain. Horses are few and ill-adapted to the terrain, 
donkeys and mules being used for the transport. of their produce and. household 
goods. As mentioned elsewhere in this report, robbery if ove 
fuziness, and this in its tuen leads. to a neglect. of 

factor, combined with that. of 


Stout | 


apporting 
or agrtnltasal ‘expert to the Sarhad would be necessary to determine 

‘The settled villages are self-supporting and produce maize, corn, dried fruit 
and nuts which are bartered with the nomads or marketed at Ardekan, a share 
being taken by the Khans in taxes. 


(ii) Boir Admedi Garmsiri, Strength 700 families 
1. Distribution, 

A triangular area, East of Behbehan, bounded as follows 

North-West—Khairabad River from Khairabad (o Nazkon, 

. Bast;—Brom Nazkun, passing east of Axpar and Dil to Kuhd:Dil, thence to 
main Du Gunbardan-Bebbohan road at about Chala 

South-West-—Main Da Gunbardan-Behbehan road froin Chaha to 
Khairabad, inchasive of Lishtar, 

2 They are harassed Ly malaria and threatened by the Roir Ahiedi 
Sarhadi. All aro permanently settled and grow rice, wheat, barley, linseed and 
tobacco, “Muzaffer, their Kalantar, lives at Ard fort aud is at eumity with 
Zargham, son of Nasrallah, who lives at Dil and ix in league with Abdullah 
Zarghampur. Nasrullah is mentally affticted and has ceased to play an nctive rile, 


Notes on Qashgai. 

‘These notes cover only the Kashktli and Darrasburi “tires” and deal 

principally with facts that have not been recorded or fully recorded in tho allicial 

ications. Therefore they lack continuity in the historical section on 

hkuli. As I have not visited the Sarhad areas my information about them is 
necessarily scanty. 


Kashkuli claim that Ghassem Khan was appointed Tkkani for eight months ty 
Manuchehr Khan, Vizier of Far prior to Jani Khan St months by 







































































Previous to Ghassem Khan the garmsir of Kashkuli Buzurg and Gharrachi 
was well east of the present Shiraz-Bushire road near where that of Kashlul: 
Kirmani still is. He found them new winter quarters in Mahur-i-Meblatun, im 
the course of which Mamassani and Khisht were dispossessed of a barren part of 
their lands, the former inhabited by the now almost extinct Mohammed Saleh 
section of Mamassani. ‘Thus Baba Munir (\/9715) and Noghan are still peopled 
by Mohammed Saleh remnants, whilst the population of Mal-i-Shaikh (G/0670) 
are Khishtis. In 1922 the unserupalons Haji Muin-ut-Tujjar (Bushiri) prodaced 
ancient evidencs to show that the Bikare hills, where the A-P-O.C. was working, 
were once inhabited by Mohammed Saleh tribesmen and therefore belonged 10 
Mamassani, and claimed shares in the company undertaking. 

‘The numbers of Kashkuli have shrank considerably. ‘Thus the Gharrachi 
are said to have been 5,000 families as against the 500 of to-day. The Kashkuli 
Buzurg have seldom quarrelled with Mamassani or their neighbours to the north, 
although Mobammed Ali Khan was sent by the Saulat-ud-Dauleh to inflict 
Bnahiment on the Mamastani in 1910 for their depredations on the Shiraz, 

iushire road. But there was a tendency before the Great War for territorial 

grandisement to the south-east, at the expense of the Kumarij, Khisht and 
Mazara'eh “ buluks,"* and to gain control of Kazerun and the adjacent sections 
of the Shiraz-Bushire road, 


tribe for’ their 
wly-won friend 
ent 


Kasbkulf, Saulat-ud-Dauleh’s 
tunpopular puppet Kalantars with littl support in the tribe, who, acting on his 
orders, incited an, attack on A.P-O.C. officials by the guards. The Saulat-ud 
Dauleh continued his oppression, detaining Ilyas, Jehangir and other Anglophil 
Khana, and the trite became impoverished and its power broken. 

Strength —A little over 3,500 families made up as follows -— 


4, Keshia Bosorg. 2,000 
2 Kashkuli Kirmani (or Ruchek) “1,000 
3. Kashkoli Gharrachi a) f Hot visited ‘by me. 


_ Tribesmen—Industrious, on the whole peaceful, and enjoy # higher standard 
of living than other tribes, ‘The large Abulvardi section under Mullah Fathullah 
‘and the Bagdoli are wilder and more predatory, "* guarding" and robbing the 
Khisht Kamarij frontier and that section of the Bushire road, Monogamy is 
‘universal and venereal disease and opium smoking apparently unknown, 
Physically tallish, wiry, dark-skinned and hawk-n ress came as other 
Quah. Complete retun to tribal dress 

rms, &¢—Appear to be fairly well armed, bot including a large proportion 


gf ancient weapons The money of the Kihans is langely spent in buying arms 


‘The Kasbkuli isessentially an infantryman, but they can muster about 400 sowars. 
His fighting qualities are reputed to be good but nothing ontstanding. The 
warlike spirit appears stronger among Jehangi's than among Tlyas’s following. 
Owing to their wide dispersion, difficult communications, limited pastures and 
seattered supplies, it would be ‘extremely difficult for the tribe to concentrate 
‘x force in. thetr garmsir, and one could only be maintained at the expense of more 
fertile COR Ten (eg. Khisht, Mamassani). 

Agriculture “Wheat and barley are grown io. the few open. areas of the 
darmsir, notably at Mal-i-Shaikh, Meblatun, Burj-i-Safar Beg. Bikarz, Mashun, 
Neza, Baba Kelu and around Baba Munir, ‘They are sown in December or early 
‘Sanuary, are rain-fed and harvested from end of April until early June, by the 
tettled nections or by those who delay thelr move to the Satbad. Dates are grown 
at Mali-Shaikh, oranges and limes at Baba Kelu, sind sundry fruits at Baba 
Munir. Small-scale irrigation is resorted to in these villages The Sarhad is 
said to be woll-watered and more fertile, and supplies the greater part of their 
crops, as well as nuts and dried fruits, 

nine 2m of Internal Tribal Administration amt Taration.—There are about 
thirty’ sections, each under Ilyas or Jehanzir for administrative purposes, 
andl under these or other Khans for taxation purposes. Many are divided between 
Tyas and Jehangir, ¢g., Abulvardi, Bagdeli. Their subservience to the respective 
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Kalantars is determined by geographical situation’ ‘and traditional family 
allegiance. But they appear to be free to transfer from one to the other should 
the attractions tempt them, The Kalantars supply fonds for the upkeep of 
tofangehis and sowars, distribute arms when available and have a right to eal on 
their sections for tofangchis or sowars in time of battle or when migrating, and 
claim a variable share af any booty and a proportion of the annual taxes 

Besides these loyalties, which vary with changes of Kalantars, sections or 
their sub-sections are diroctly, controlled. by the different land-owning Khans, 
Any family which chooscs to cultivate must render a fifth of the crop to the land 
owner. In addition one sheop per flock (flock 100). per year is given to the 
respective Khans, and a share of this is passed on to the Kalantars. The settled 
Villages give half their com and varying amounts of other produce to the owner, in 
return for protection against robbers and provision of arms. 

The only Government taxes paid are those on produce which enters 
controlled market centres (¢.9., Kazerun, Ardekan). 

Appointment of Kalantars and their Eatra-Tribal Power —Nominally. the 
Kalantars are still appointed by the Government, Nasir Khan having no direct 
Warrant from the laller to exerviee tho powers af Ikbani. But in practice they 
are now appointed by Nasir with due and careful deference to the wishes of 
tho tribe, and more of less acknowledged by the Government. At present their 
‘outside powers are considerable, in keeping with Nasir Khan's unofficial assum, 
tion of responsibility for law and order in Fars, Thus Jehangir Khan control 
the security of Rhisht and Kuhmarreh with his tofangchis, and Tyas the lower 
part of the Shahpar-Mamassani road, for which they hoth take taxes and traffic 
tolls; and security, though far from good, is probably better and oppression less 
than if the areas were under Government control. Hikmat, Hishmat-ul-Mamalik, 
‘whose claims in the first place to Khisht are very dabious, and who in the past bas 
bled. the area white, now finds difficulty in securing his share of the taxes and 
produce. Meanwhile Jehanyir and his brother Abdullah are doing all in their 

wer to gain the respect and goodwill of the Khishtis and appear to be succeed- 
Ing. ‘The taxes collected by the Kalantars are split with Nasir Ran, the promoter 
‘of the scheme, whose share is referred to as presents and is grudgingly aflorded. 

Nadir and Feridun Khan guard the A.1,0.G, roads in their area without 
payment other than rations gain etinner 8, 

Effects of Reza Shah's Oppression —This, coming as it did on top of Saulat- 
tud-Diauleh’s revenge on the tribe, led to much suffering and impoverishment. They 
liad a choice between (i) settling in the Sarhad where in the absence of fuel, proper 
houses and winter pastures they could not. withstand the cold or maintain their 
flocks, or (i setting in the aid unhealthy garmair which can support ooly few 
lives in summer oii) paying, immense bribes in money of kind for the privilege 
‘of migrating. Each of these factors led to impoverishment, The power of 
Khans was ‘and many fell into debt from having to pay exorbitant taxes or 
large fines for real or tramped-up offences (eg. Jebangir is said to owe 
30,000 tomans, which he was forced to borrow long ago from Shiraz merchants) 
The miserable actiled villagers of Mashun: testify to. the speed. with whict 
degeneration can set in. ‘ 

However, with rearmament and a resumption of migration and robbery in 
1942 they started on the road to recovery and their rehabilitation has 


remarkable. But it is doubtful if they will ever see their former wealth and 


osperity. 
Prosf conclusion, the Kashlculi represent nomadio life at perhaps its highest and 
most dignified level, and it is a pleasure to work with these people or enter their 
tents. However, in the general excitement and new-won freedom of last summer 
the tribe undoubtedly contributed its share to the looting and misery of settled 
Villages, and will as a whole have to share the reputation of its wilder and more 
predatory sections 


2. Darrashurt. hoes 9 
‘ribesmen.—Like the Khans, they are remarkable for their fair hair an 

felarenthasartoahiaa qyesr "Thus they cannot bo\of the sano stock 26 
Kashkuli, although both speak the same Turei. rm able 

rms, de-— Except in the camps of the Khans, there is very litte display of 
arms, which gives an impression that they are scarce. The fighting qualities and 

wredatory instincts are said to be more highly developed than in Kashkuli. ‘The 

Bnrrashari is essentially a borseman. hs 

Agriculture. —Very little in the garmsir, ar in Sarhad_ 

Livestock —Few camels, numerous horses (small and badly kept, but tough). 
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3. Relations of Darrashuri and. Kashkuli Busurg with Nasir Khan and Boir 
Ahmed 


‘The khans of Darrashuri and Kashkuli are keen to point out that they have 
heott supporting Nasir Kina because ‘* they love him and he is trying to help them 
regain their former greatnéss,”” but not because he has any hold over them. Nor 
do they feel any daty in this respect. My impressions were that so long as it is 
profitable (e.g., their increased prestige with their neighbours by being in a 
formidable Woc) they will continue to support him and will render him very 
limited aid (@g., presents). But when it suits them they will swing over to 
independent action. "Whilst in the garmsir their past relations with Bavi and the 
formidable (if armed) Mamassani, on whom Darrashuri are so dependent for their 
migration route and both their trade (rice), have tended to be good, as also with the 
A.£0.0. at Gch Saran. 


Kashkuli and Darrashuri have m respect for the’ fighting qualities of Boir 
Alimedi Sarhadi which amounts almost to reverence, and perhaps reflects the 
‘conscionmness of their own limitations in this respect. 


Notes on Mamassani, 


Tho Mamarsani (excluding Doshman Ziari) number about 5,000 farnilies, 
rade up as followe:— 
Rostami ; 1,500—nbout fifty villages, 
Tayidi : 1400-—about thirty-five part-occupied villages, mostly nomadic, 
Rakesh + 1,760—about sixty villages 
Fohliani ; 500—twolve villages 


Nature of Counéry. 


(0) Hor fertility, beauty of scone and steategic importance. Matamani ix 
if 


probably unsurpassed in Fare. Lying at the junction of ‘* garmsir'” and 
sarhad,"’ whore sandstone and conglomerate give way to limestone crags and 
wooded! ranges, it enjoys the advantages of both. The bulk of the tribe is spread 
‘ut in green valays which open and conteact in an wibroken chain from Burabad 
to Chal-i-Mureb. Smaller side valleys and canyons cut north-east through the 
in of the hills into the sarhad and south-west to Bardangan, whilst the axis of 
Javidi runs eastwards along an important cross-fracture to Ardekan. In the 
north-nst the motatains ie sesplobe oer the other throng Bein Abmedi to 
we moro open valleys of Qashgai and provide summer pastures for Javidi and a 
fw families of Rostami and fakesh. en 
(0) Water Supply.—Massive rice cultivation is fed by ample springs and 
streams, Nurabod drains the Dashman Ziari hills to the east. Feblian and 
East Rustaini depend on the Fehlian River, which gives off a network of 
Shaninols before collecting ieelf and cutting hills to Bardangan, 
‘West Rustami is well watered by the ‘ab, which, rising from springs at 
Deb Nan and Mansurabad, passes through lake and swamp to the Naugak stream 


at Ku 
(9 Sree Importance—The uncompleted motor road from Kazerun to 
through Mamassani and Bavi follows the only natoral alignment short 
Of the coastal plain and would offer a great saving over the present road. An 
unmotorable branch track leads east along the Javidi cross-fracture to Ardekan. 
‘These are the routes followed by armies and caravans in the past, and the ruins 
of Sassanian and Safavieh bridges at Pul-i-Birin and Pal-i-Murd testify to their 
ancient importance, as also the remains of a defensive wall at the Tang-i-Sangar 
(B/a280). The Qoleh Said (B/9625), which commande. the road to Ardckan, is 
a remarkable natural stronghold or “diz.” Rising with precipitous limestone 
‘walls 2,000 feot above the valley, its summit is fed by a spring an le 
only by a steep and guarded path. Its S-mile circumference is circ the 
remains of massive boulders poised to descend on those who tried to scale its walls. 
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The armies of Alexander and the Mongol hordes were embarrassed by. its 
impregnabjlity. 

(a) Historieal—The origin of the Mamassani and whence they came is 
obscure. Lars with  Luri tongue, their appearance and peculiar characterist 
‘are sufficient to place them in a separate branch of this racial group. Their pro 
bearing, handsome features and large physique have been described as of the 
ancient Iranian type and have, been preserved with. scanty admixture of Arab 
and other invading elements. Their arrival in Shulistan with Doshman Ziari, 
who are usually classed as a separate tribe, dates from about two centuries ago. 
Previously Fehlian and the adjacent Shah Hassani villages, then the only 
cultivated areas, bad been ransacked by Afghans returning {rom an unsiccessfal 
Sesault on Behbchan, and the bulk of the inkabitante bad fled to Shiraz, Bushito 
and Kazerun. The present Feblianis are rather different from the othors and are 

robably a mixture of Mamassani grafted on to the original Fehlian stock. They 
we neither memories nor legends of a past nomadic life and their present ruling 
family, the Mansuris, are of distant Behbehani origin. ot 

Nomadio at first, Rustami, Bakesh and a part of Javidi began to settle, living 
in winter in villages and extending the belt of cultivation.” They paid taxen to 
the Governor-General of Fars when they had to, but made no claims to owner- 
ship of their land, which was Crown property. The Rustawi, through the 
marriage of the khans into the ruling family of the neighbouring Boir Abinedi, 
tended to drift npart from the others participating, in frequent feuds wgainat 
them, (In this connexion it is only during the exile of the leading khans of 
Rustami and Boir Abmedi that they have been in conflict.) if 

The Bakesh, under Vali Khan, great-grandfather of Vali Khan Kiani, 
sugaged in war against the Gorernnent fot wer eventually dofened near 

ibehan by the forces of Mutamid-ud-Dauleh Gorgi, the Governor-General of 
Fars, and Vali with all his sons except Sherif wore captured and oxiled to 
Ardebil, where they died. It was on this occasion that a party of thelr women. 
folk, who had taken refuge in the Qaleh Gulab (A/2134), rather than fall captivos 
tp the saldiory, bound their hair together and throw thermelves, infants in arte 
from the high parapets on to the rocks below... Sherif Khan, the successor of Vali, 
‘eas powerfal and greatly respected and waged 4 successful war against Khods 
Karam Boir Ahmedi, wounding and defeating him at Katbal, near Gach Saran, 
and killing over a hundred of hin followora, “ : 

‘The Javidi have shrunk in numbers, many families having migrated to 
Kelestan, Fasa and other parts 

%b) Mamaszani Land Question=-As the rest of the history in more or les 
hound up. with their land it ts best told under this heading. In 1808 Sayid 
Tamail Shahbankareh was the owner of many rifle in a gun.running ship, whore 
‘cargo was captured and confiscated by the Persian Navy, Tn. collaboration. with 
his more influential friend, Haji Mohd, Dashti, Muin-ut-Tujjar (Bushiri) thy 
‘sought the ear of Muzafinr-ud-Din Shab through the medium of the Atabey, whom 

had bribed, and claimed compensation on the grounds that they were Sayide 
deprived unjustiy of thei trading wealth, Their cone was granted and Mamagaani 

less Feblian), which was stated to be a village, was ceded to Sayid Jamail by 
wal farman with full rights of ownership. He gave a third to Haji Muin in 
recognition of his cunning assistance. The Mamassami were incensed at, this 
intrusion into their time-honoured independence, Imam Quli Rustatn} especially, 
and put every difficulty in the way of the agents of the new landlord. However, 
their chances of a successful appeal against the Government decision were Jost 
through their inability to unite, a eireumstance of which Haji Muin was quick to 
take advantage.” Sayid Iemail grew discouraged and old him the rest 

From now on until 1930 the story is one of unscrupulous intrigue by Hi 
Muin and bis ayeots. In their endeavours to involve alternatively the Saulat- wt 
Dauleh and Qavim-ul-Mulk by offering them shares in the Jand they heaped coals 
‘upon the fires of their already bitter rivalry, and by splitting the rival elements of 

massa in attempt fo drive a firm wedge ino the property they were able 10 

ia only a meagre and uncertain portion of their revenvie and virtually none from 
Rustaini. Thus Abdullah Khan ‘was bribed to murder his elder brother 
Husein Quii, the Kalantar and an inveterate enemy of Haji Muin. Abdullah was 
Similarly dealt with when he ceased to serve the Haji's interests a few years later. 
By bribing the Chief of Army, Shiraz, in 1922 he obtained the services of troops 
‘supported by a cannon and 4 detachment of S.P.R. under the direction of hi son 
Jawad Agha, Amir Humayun, with the intention of forcibly occupying the 
Rastami area and securing his revenue. But Imam Quli Rustam withheld them 
for many months, although in the next year he proffered his obedience to the 
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Government aud consented to destroy his fortifications: Amir Humayun visited 
Mamassani at subsequent intervals through the Bakshdar of Fehlian, but failed to 
get any benefit from the lands. 

Tn 1930 Reza Shah, bent on destroying the independent Rustami, ocrupied 
Mamassani with his troops, induced Imam Quli fo visit Tehran through a promise 

the Sardar Asad of his safe-custody (and ultimately killed him), am cated 
Mamassani as "* war compensation,’* the descendants of Haji Muin losing their 
claim to the lands. 

Until 1942 it was ruled by gendarmes and Government officials and was 
subjected to increasing extortions, whilst the now broken khans led a life of mise 
and oppression, However, Amir Humayun succeeded in retaining Fehlian, whic 
he had bonght from the Qavam-ul-Mulk, 

‘Soon after the Anglo-Russian entry in 1941 the khans seized their chance 
and retained all the wheat and rice, the Government being too weak to enforce 
its rule. With the escape of Hussein Quli, son of Imam Quli, from exile in the 
spring of 1942 and his successful assumption of the Kalantarship of Rustami, 
he set to to bury the hatchet between his and the other sections by marrying his 
fisters to Bakesh and Javidi K Now all are united and linked with their 
Bavi allies (0 the west, Whilst anxious to work with the Government, whom they 
could serve if necessary in the warrior tradition for which they have been famous 
in the past, not for love but beenuse they have mutual fears of the growing might 
of Boir Alimedi and Qashgai, yet a complication bas erept in. Amir Huma 
and the relatives with whom his affairs now rest succeeded in regaining their 
entitlement to the lands. Bot in a recent Government decision less than a third 
‘of the property has been made over to the khang, who, however, are adamant in 
their insistence upon complete ownership. Meanwhile Nasir Khan Qushgai 
fearing Mamassant indopendonce and anxious to include them in a southern tribal 
‘loc mbsorvient to him, has threatened to bay the lands from Amir Humayun, 
an undertaking which, if successful, might place him ina position to oust the 
Khan and extort the revenue by force and with a logal backing. ‘There is, 
therefore: growing embitterment agninst the Government by the tribe, which 
may yet, In the continuance of official indecision, join the ranks of the rebels and 
furtive tip the scales against the declining force of law and order in Fare. 

The People and their Khane~ 
‘and han features which class him apat 


Hussein li Rustam is now the acknowl leader of i- 
Bayi oe ants Higseas fu his eaten of Gore met ene te tere 
‘He keops close contact with Mohammed Hussein Taheri, his companion in exile 
who, with his dwindling following of Boir Ahmedi Sarhadi (upper), is being: 
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drawn to seek support against his rival Abdullah Zarghampur, with whom, 
however, neither he nor Mebammed Hussein are ancious to come ito con 

Vali Khan Kisni and his cousin Mohammed Khan are the joint Kalaniars 
of Bakesh. Vali, the more powerful and unscrupulous of the two, exercises 
considerable weight in tribal councils. 

_,., Villages—Numerous and small, and would support a larger population 
without the malaria. Those of Bakesh and Fehlian are fairly well-built and 
planted with trees, but in Rustami they consist principally of reed huts walled 
toa varying height and clustered to the slopes of mounds on which rest the more 
solid anid fortified qalehs and towers of the khans and kadkhudus. This is 
Tetrograde so far as the Deh-Nau Valley of Rustami is concerned and is traceable 
to the depredations of the Boir Ahmed! from 1980-41 

A greulture and Live-rock Rica is the predominant crap wherover water 
abounds. It is sown in the month of Mordad,” transplanted two months later 
‘and cut at the beginning of “” Aban.'” Wheat, barley, lentils, vetch and opium 
are also grown and are mostly rainfed, the latter beftig confined to the villages 
of Feblian and Bakesh. Maize is only found in the higher lands of Doshman 
Ziari to the east. Bitter oranges, limes. a few date-palms and other fruits mingle 
in the gardens of Nurabad and in the Naugak valley of Rustami, but are not 


enough to export, 
‘he considerable flocks of Javidi support their nomadic way of life, and 
the village shepherds of Bakesh and Rustami dwell in tents on the outskirts of 
the plains and move with their flocks to the neighbouring hills in the summer. 
Almost all the horses and mules were killed this summer by a plague termed 
“Bangi”, Wild toar abound in the rice elds but withdraw to the acorned hills 
with the cutting of the crop, 

Markete—Much trade is carried on with the surrounding nomadic tribes, 
who are extensive bayers of rice in exchange for animal products which ate locally 
consumed or eventually marketed elsewhere, Maliki and Fehlian aro the 
principal centres for the collection of corn, wm, some of which is 
collected by kharbar lorries and brought to Kazerun and Shiraz 

The A.1.0.C. bought from Hussein Quli Rustam last 
year in addition to their pu 

Taxation—The villagera wuarter of their corn and a half of their 
rice to the khans, and a tenth of each to their kadkhudas, But in Rustami 
Hussoin Quli has remitted them a sixth of the rice, #0 that they only have to 

is in compensation for their recent hardships and to xecur 
Nothing in now paid to the Government nor to the legal owners 


Kalantars, 
Hygiene and Sanitation. 


(2) Hammane’"—As there are none in Mamassani, Bavi or Khisht « good 
opportunity exists for the Government to start them on hygicnic lines, with 
showers. The reason’ for their alwence i probably because the: winter climate 
is milo, a" hamman’” serving in higher places as & refuge from tho col 

(0) Ctothing the paucity of cloth and raggedness of clothing is one of 
the most serious evils in Persia to-day, and is the direct or indirect cause of much 
disease and mortality, more #0 in artas where the health is already tundermiined 
by malaria It is surprising that the nomad has not learnt to weave ot knit 
woollen cloth to protect him from the cold, but has always relied on the towns 
for the production of his articles of clothing. 

(6, Wexereat Diveawe <n exanple of the eit which weil reformers are 
up against in the towns and larger villages is a superstition which prevails amon, 
ten that gonorrhoea can be cured by intercourse with a «mall gin The trae 
effects are not infrequently seen in the mission hospitals, and it would seem that 
the erime passes unpanished. z ‘ 

(a) Marriage—Child marriage, which was forbidden hy Reza Shah, is 
coming into. practice again in the tovns, and cases similar to that’ in 

ih (c), and arising from this cacse, are sometimes scen in the hospitals, 

Ey TasersBreeding —Wirel-cousin marriages and closs inter bresdiag. are the 


rule in the families of the tribal khans. and no illeffeta whatsoever are apparent 
after perhaps several centuries of this practice (¢g., Kashkuli), 
[29088] xo 































































































182 
Reactions of Tribesmen to Medical Treatment, 


‘The average tribeaman is more sensible about the taking of medicine and 
oro appreciative of treatment than the average villager. He is Jess. wrapt up 
in ideas of “hot and cold," perhaps from the more restricted nature of his diet. 
Howover, it is possible for enemy agents to cast doubts upon the medicine and 
arouse suspicions which can only be neutralised by follow-up visits. Thns, they 
told the Kaghkuli six months ago that a British army doctor would be visiting 
them and distributing drugs which exerted a very slow poisoning effect (this 
from Khosrow Khan), and a recent source of information has reported much talk 
‘on these lines in. the tribe based cn a few cases which failed to recover oF got 
worse after treatment, 

‘Another factor i# that free distribution is not understood in this country, a 
snag being suspected, By having to pay, even a small sam, their faith in the 
‘treatment would at once be trebled. 





1B 2061 /422/34) No. 19, 


Sie R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Reeviced 2nd May) 
(No, 182.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 16 for the period the 17th to 
23rd April, 1944, compiled by the milita hé to this legation. 


Tehran, 24th April, 194, 


Fnclowure in No. 19. 
(Soeret.) 


Mititary Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No, 1G for the Period 
V7th to Lied April, 1944, 


Perrian A fairs. 
Political. 

THE Majlis has pamed a law authorising the adoption of three-twelfibe 
of the tadgot to rguariee immediate expenditure pending the passing of the 
entire budget, 

2 Sn'ed’s Cabinet has been the subject of much windy oratory and 
destructive criticism, Sa’ed himself ir agreed by the majority of the Deputies 
to be an honest and gentlemanly fellow, competent in his own sphere of 
diplomacy, bat quite ineapable of holding his Cabinet team together or of 
putting into effect the items in his programme. Deop distrust of his possible 
Fivals, and especially of Seyyid Zia-ud-din, is the sole reason for the limited 

which the Deputies are prepared to aflord him, 
Both in the press and in the Majlis opposition to the American Mission 
creased, and most papers have now passed the hounds of legitimate 
criticism and have descended to scurrilous abuse. The Persian passion for 
hyperbole: their inability to consider the basis for the truth of any statement 
before making it, and the abserice of any law of libel has resulted in the wildest 
nitterances. ‘Two American advisers are openly accused by name of having 
‘accepted Iarge bribes. ‘The attacks against Dr. Millspaugh and his associates 
‘are made from every angle, but the chief accusations are as follows :-— 


(i) That they do not poasess the necessary qualifications for their job. 

(ii) That they are too numerous. 

(iil) That they have accomplished nothing. 

(ix) ‘That they are costing the country too much and are paid too highly. 
() That they create new jobs for still more Americans instead of training 


aye to do those 


(vi) That 0 y icosatie berate sed Gtx (e.g; Aminkiine) in 
ts as confidential secretaries. 
(vii) ‘That they behave in an antocratic manner and are subject to no control. 
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Dr. Millspaugh, in a, communiqué to. the press, has. replied to: these 
accusations. On the whole his is a dignified and reasoned protest, and he points 
out that his chief opponents and most bitter critics are the racketeering, 
Pyolteering class who stand to lose most by, the carrying ont of his measaree 

je warns the nation that abuses arc so widespread and the breakdown of 
governmental machinery 40 complete that 1t is useless to expect a speedy cure of 
those ills, and that some of his teforms may Lake years to came to fruition 


Economic. 

4. Conditions approaching to famine in the Tangistan-coastal area are 
causing a migration of the hungry to the Khorramshalir and Ahwaz areas in 
search of work and food. 

5. Casualties in the Gorgan earthquake (see Summary No. 15/44, 
paragraph 5) were at first reported to be slight (two killed wd four wounded), 
though the destruction to buildings has been heavy. Subsequently, exposure £0 
wet weather has caused much sickness, chiefly poewmonia, 


Elections. 
6. Sheikh Abdullah Galledarian has Leen elected as a Deputy for 
Bandar Abbas. 


Persian Forces. 


7. Sarlashgar Razmara (M.A, 243) has been appointed Chief of the 
General Staff, ‘The post had teen vacant since the appointment of 
Sarlashgar Riazi as Minister for Education on the 26th March in Sa’ed’s 

rt-lived first Cabinet. The appointments of Commandant of the Officers’ 
Training College and Chief of the Shah's Mil 


Internal Security. 
Isfahan. 

8. There bas been much unrest among mill workers in Isfahan for a long 
period. This unrest is partly economic in origin, but is much more largely due 
to the political rivalries of the Tudeh and anti-Tudeh parties, who squabble for 
the support of the workers and the right.to represent them. A fight between 
thes two parties occurred on the 18th April. Troops were used to restore order 
‘The mills have remained closed since that date. ‘The absence of a Govornor- 
General (Bahram resignel in early April) and of any lear <ut policy on the 
part of Goverument are delaying the settlement of the dixpute, General Qadr, 
the General Officer Commanding Isfahan Divisiou, who has for some time past 
hoon advocating the establishment of a military governorship. is in Tehenn, ‘The 
Under-Secretary for War stated on the 23rd April that Government did not 
intend to appoint a military governor. 


Mekraa, 

9, After a period of some weeks free from insecurity, a hold-up is reported 
of a U.K.C.C. truck on the 13th April, 18 kilom, north of Zahidan, and of hres 
U.K.CC. trucks on the 16th April, some 60 kilom, north of Zahidan, One child 
was killed and ove child and a driver were wounded. ‘Tyres and personal offects 
wore stolen, The robbers are thought to be Baluichia, but there ia trong evidence 
Of connivance on the part of the gendarmerie, 


Fars. 

1o, The Quabgai's northward migration contntes and has mot 30 far 
odaced any widespread pillaging, highway robbery or clashes with troops 
Brring to the return of Nasir Khan's two Trothers to the tribe and the sobering 
influence. of their recent and firsthand knowledge of war-time Europe, 
Nasir Khan may be reshaping his policy. with regard to the elections, 
co-operation with Government and restraiiting his tribesmen from acts of 
brigandage, 

Russian Affaire. 


11, _ The second aeroplane on the recently started Tehran—Meshed air vorvice 
arrived in Mesed on the 12th April (see Summary No, 15/44, paragraph 16). 
AAs om the fret run, it carried only Russian and Persian passengers, The 

ersian Ministry for Foreign Affairs state nission to start this servioe 
Permian Mitun iaked for by the Russians, though itis possible that the scheme 
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may have been mentioned to Sobeily or, more likely, Qavam-es-Sultaneh during 
his premiership. 

12. His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabriz reports that there are signs of 
4 concerted plan to increase Russian influcnce in Tabriz. A Russian hospital 
is to be opened for the local population, and schools are to be provided in 
which the chief languages will be Russian and Turki. The Turki newspaper 
Vatan Yolinda has reappeared under the editorship of a Russian Armenian from 
Baku with a large stafl of Caucasians. Some semi-Communist propaganda is 
being carried on in factories and some talk of a greater Azerbaijan or a new 
Caucasia 3s heard 


Tehran, ed April, 1944. 





(18 2850/42/34) No, 20, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Bden.—(Received 0th May) 
(No. 195,) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Tntlligence Summary No. 17 for the period the 24th April to 
the 30th April, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 

Tehran, Yot May, 1 


Enclosure in No, 20, 
(Becret.) 
Mititary A taché's Intelligence Summary No.7 for the Period the 2th A pril to 
the 30th April, 1944. 


Persian Affairs, 
Politieat. . 


not om 


ccunsin 
ly 
himself 


as an admirer and 


tion, 

c the formation of a Tribal Commission 
fp “consiat of the wo Ministers withost portfolio and_ two tribal Deputies, 
Amir Jang Bakhtiari and Abbas Qobadian Kalhar. In a statement the Prime 
Minister said that it was not the intention of the Government to act towards the 
tribes ax in the past, but to endeavour to right the wrongs from which the tribes 
hhad suffered. 

3. _A Bill was tabled by Seyyid Zia and thirty-one other Deputies whose 
purpose was to oblige Ministers to take an oath on appointment pledging 
themaelves to perform their duties uprightly and honestly according to the 
Constitation and to the laws passed by the Majlis: to be loyal to the Shah; to 
do no treason to the principle of sovereignty orto the rights of the nation; and 
to be guided solely by considerations of the interests of the Persian State and 
nation. There was little discussion om the matter, and after some days a motion 
to remove the Bill from the agenda of the Majlis was approved. 

4. Dr. Millepangh has asked the Public Prosecutor to take action, under 
article 260 of the Penal Code (which deals with defamatory statements and 
publications), against the authors of the slandefons statements made about him 
and his assistants, 

5. ‘The Minister of Education, Dr. Ghani, has resigned from the Cabinet. 
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Appointments—Civil, 
6.—(i) Reza Afshar (F.O. 4, M.A, 4) to be Governor-General (Ustandar) of 
Isfahan Province. 
(ii) Hassan Sadr to be Farmandar of Malayer. 
(tii) Hussein A’zam Rukni to be Farmandar of Qum. 
(iv) Ali Asghar Musavvar Ratmani to be Farmandar of Saveh 


Persian Forces. 
Army. 

7... The last stage has now been reached in a plot which has been patiently 
worked out for months for the elimination from positions of influence in the 
army of a number of officers who were characterised by their determination to 
Support the American military advisers and their belief in the value of 
co-operation with the British. For these reasons they were regarded unfavourably 
by the Russians, and it would not be unreasonable to assume that their elimination 
is at least in part due to Russian influence. ‘The first to be removed was 
General Ahmadi from the Ministry for War, and there is little doubt that bis 
removal was a condition made by Stalin when he made his offer of tanks and 
aircraft to the Shah, ‘The next to go was General Ansari from his post as 
Under-Secretary for War, and he has recently been relegated to unemployment. 
‘The next was General Riazi (we paragraph 18 of Summary No. 12/44), who was 
4 strong opponent of the acceptance of the conditions attached to the Russian 
offer of tanks and aircraft, a fact of which the Russians were probably mado 
aware by General Razmara. And now General Arfa has been relieved of the 
command of the Ist Division, General Razmara, who has recently been 
reappointed Chief of the General Staff, has been, since he resigned from that 

ost in September 1943, in close and intimate contact with the Russians (soe 
Bitmmary No. 42/43, Paragraph 14). The Shah is well aware of Mx rales 
ion, bis infinite eapacity for intrivmue and mischief and his lack of principle, 
and it is unlikely that he would have taken the risk of appointing him to be Chief 
of the General Staff unless influenced by some extrancous consideration. Tt hax 
been suggested that the appointment war dictated by the Shah's desire to regain 
Russian favour, which, ax wns reported in Snnimary No. 10/48, parageaphh 5 bo 
feared be had lost 

& The budget for the army, including the air force, which has been made 
out for a total of 90.000 men, comes to between 140 and 150 million tomans, 
In their present temper the Depaties will only with great difficulty be persuaded 
to grant more than 100 millon tomana: “There is, consequently, no fear of the 
army this year exceeding 99,000; it is more likely to be reduced to a lower figure. 


Appointments—Militory. 
9—{i) Sarhang Abdollah Amidi from command of the 8th (Khorassan) 
Division to command the Ist (Tehran) Division vice Sarlashkar Hassan Arfa. 
(ii) Sarhang Ghulam, Hussein Nagdi to be Judge Advocate General rire 


‘Sartip Ghulam Ali Ansari. 
(iii) Sarhang Qolpira to be Head of the 2nd Bureau of the General Staff. 


Internal Security. 

10 All the tribes of South Persia are now on migration. Whether the 

Villages are suffering from the usual trital depredations is not known, but there 
has as yet been little or no disturbance on the roads. 


Fare. 

11, Labour unrest bas now shown itself in Shiraz, The employees of the 

station went on strike and there was trouble in one of the spinning 
Factories, The arrest of three leading agitators all of the Tudeh party, hae 
temporarily, at least, restored order. This trouble followed shortly on the greatly 
increased activity of the hitherto inactive Tudeh party of Shiraz, ‘There was a 
suildn Giive by earal bew wetabersand illest Fate: presumably on the orders of 
the headquarters of the party in Tehran. 
Isfahan 

12 The mill workers of Isfahan returned to work on the 25th April. The 
fried nda nye deta tat ‘There is some evidence that some of 
the workers are growing resentful of the control of the Tudeh party and of the 
latter's desire to exploit them for political purposes. 



























































Russian A ffaire. 


13. The Russians have now inaugurated a weekly air servite between Tehran 
and Tabriz. ‘The passenger fare is 1,200 rials for the single journey. ‘The 
service between Tehran and Meshed is running regularly and hve tri now 
been made, It is very popular. In an official communication the Soviet Embassy 
has stated that these services are mainly for the convenience of Soviet organisa- 
tious in Persia, but that other passengers will be carried when accommodation is 
available. 

14. Tho press has indulged in fulsome adulation of the Soviet Embassy 
for their gift of | million rials for the sufrers from the Gurgan earthquake. © 

15. ‘The Russians have offered to hand over to the administration of the 
Iranian State Railways the operational control of the sector from Tabriz to 
Julfa, and have offered to pay 6 million rials a year for their traffic, estimated 
‘at 450,000 tons a year. As the annual upkeep of the railway is variously 
estimated at 30 milfion and 60 million rials, the proposition is not viewed with 
favour by the Persian authorities 


Tehran, 80th April, 1944. 





(B 2979/492/34) No, 21 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden. —(Received Vth May) 
(No, 204) 

HIS Majesty's Representative presents his compliments to His Majeity’s 
Principal Secreuary of Stato for Foreign Affaire and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 18 for the period the 1st May to the 
7th May, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation: 


Tehran, 8th May, 1944, 


Enclosure in No. 2. 
(Beoret.) 
Military AUaché's Intelligence Summary No. 18, for the Period 1st May to 
th May, 10M. 


Persian Affairs 
Political, 

1. The Prime Minister is straggling with honesty and courage to carry out 
his task in the welter of intrigue by which he is surrounded, and with which his 
simple and straightforward nature is ill-qualified to deal. He gave a sensible and 
salutary lecture to journalists which had some slight effect on their irresponsible 
virulence. He d a bombshell into the Majlis by introducing « Bill, actuall 
sponsored by the Minister of the Interior, proposing that the officials of all 
‘Ministries should for the period of the war be considered to have the same liability 
au officers and soldiers called to the colours; that factories, whether the property 
of Government or of private owners, and their workmen should similarly be 
considered to have been mobilised for national service; and that restrictions should 
be imposed on the place of residence of persons who have acted against the war- 
time interests of Persia or her Allies, or who have instigated others to act against 

ube order or who are engaging in activites likely to diatarh the peace. ° This 
ill is likely to arouse considerable opposition. is 
2 The situation that has ‘among the factory workers in Isfahan has 


figured prominently in the Majlis and in the press, and it has given cause for such 
violent abuse ree ‘other by the Tudeh abe and the fa mgt of Zia, 


each accusing the other of attempting to stir up strife. There seeme to he little 
‘doubt that the trouble originated in the aggressive action of the Tudeh members of 
the Workers’ Union in attempting to prevent the employment of certain workers 
who had refused to accept the control of the Tudeh party. In the resulting riot 
500-700 workers were injured, most of whom were not members of the party 
‘Troops had to be called in_ and the local authorities seem to have 

reasonable firmness. The Tudeh party which includes 4,000 of the 10,000 
tmetnbers of the Workers’ Union in Isfahan then insisted on a strike, As 
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reported in Summary No. 17, paragraph 12, the workers returned to the factories 
‘on the 25th April, but. were unable to work as the owners would issue no materials. 
‘The preseut position is obscure. Tt is reported that opposition on the part of the 
workers to the control of the Tudeh pary is spreading, largely because the party 
demands a monthly subscription from the workers from which they receive. no 
benefit in return. “Much capital is being made by the opponents of the party out 
of the fact that no accounts have been published of the disposal of the estimated 
income of the party from these sources of 10-20,000 tomans a month. Much 
prominence has been given in the press and in the Majlis to the necesity for 
legislation to regulate the relations between employers. and workers. Represen- 
tatives of the Tehran Workers’ Unions congregated before the Majlis building and 
demanded the passing of a labour law, the prosecution of those who had instigated 
the Isfahan disturbances and the official recognition of the Lahonr Unions. 

3. In Meshed on May day more than 2,000 persons took part in processions 
and a mass meeting organised. by the Tudeh party. The processions shouted 
Tong live Stalin, Lenin and the Rad Flag.” 

4. Seyyid Zia has given proof, disturbing to his enemies, of the esteem in 
which be is held in some quarters by collecting two million rials for the relief of 
saflerers from the Gurgan earthquake. He continues to impress people by the 
forcefulness of his personality if not by his wisdom, 

3. Tn Summary. No, 18/44 paragraph, 9, it, wae reported thot certain 
deputies were demanding the trial of Sobeily, the ex-Prime Minister, on chi 
having attempted to influence the elections. "These charges have been investigated 
hy a Alajlis Commission which has decided that they are without justification 
Charges have now been made by a Depaty, who is also President of the Majli, 
against Tadayyun of corruption during his tenure of office of Ministor of 
Supply daring the period March 1943 to July 1943. 

6 The Shab, accompanied by the Queen and important; officials of the 
Court, Jeft Tehran on the 6th May for Shiraz. He is to spend a night at Isfahan 
and another at Persepolis, In view of the unsettled conditions of the working 
lasses in Isfahan and of the importance of his Government in Fars, it 1s diffioult 
to appreciate the considerations that prompted the selection of this time for thin 
Visit o to foresee what effect it will have on the situation at either place, It ix 
Unlikely that Nasit Qashigai will come to Shiraz to offer allegiance, and, since the 
Shah's visit, is aot likely to be followed by any more vigorous amertion of the 
Government's authority, it may be interpreted as tacit recognition of the statux 
existing-—that is the supremacy in Fars of the authority of Nasir Qashgai, 

7. The elections in Tabriz are now finished. Of the nine stiecessful candi 
dates only two are from those supported by the Russians 


Persian Forces. 
Appointments—Military. 

&—(i) Army—Sartip Abdullah Hidayet to be Commandant of the Officer 
‘Cadet School in addition to his duties as Under-Secretary of State for War. 

Gi) Police Colonel Saif tobe Acting Director General of Police vice 
General Jehanbani, resigned 


Internal Security. 


‘The Prime Minister has appointed a Commission consisting of the 
Ministers of the Interior and for War and representatives of the General Staff, to 
‘consider measures for the improvement of security, first in the capital and then in 
provincial towns. 


Fars. 

10. Nasir Qashgai has visited Shiraz for the first time for about two years, 
‘and has called on the Acting Governor-General and on His Majesty's Consul, 
promising to use his influence to maintain law and order in the province. He 
Feturned to the tribe after a stay of a few days. 


Khorasean Mekran, 
n 
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from a district South of Birjand. In this case\the Persian gendarmeri 
is case-the Persian rie and 
armed locals reacted with some vigour, recovered all the camels and Killed three 
gd wounded two of the raiders. In view of the insecurity prevailing on the 
‘ahidan—Meshed road the Government of India has sent some mechani 
for the protection of Aid to Rassia eonvoyg Seance 


Russian A fairs, 


12. ‘The Soviet Ambassador, M. Mikuiloy, has returned 

nominally on leave but probably on permanent recall, and has been ro faced ‘by bis 
Counsellor, M. Maximoff, as chargé d'affaires. Since his arrival in January very 
little has been seen of M. Mikailov. For some weeks past he has pleaded illness 
‘and has seen no one. Rumour has it that his illness was diplomatic rather than 
real, and that both his indisposition and recall wore duc to the failure of the 
attempt to unseat Seyyid Zia, and to the rejection by the Persian Government of 
the conditions attached to Stalin’s offer of tanks and ai 


Brazilian Affairs 


13. M. Eulalio, Brazilian Minister in Persia, has left. o 
‘hungking, Hels to be wcceded ly M. Lakva, now Beastian Minister tm 
Portugal 


Tehran, 70h May, 1044. 


(B 180/422/38) No. 22. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 2th Ma 
(No. eae (Reece May) 

S Majeity’s representative presents his compliments to\ His Majesty's 
Prlholpal Beorvtary ‘of Biste for Feeeign AMfars, and han the honoer to treameie 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. i9 for the period of the 7th tn 
ith May, 194, compiled by the military attaché to this legacion 


Tehran, 1th Moy, 1944. 


neloanre in No. 22. 
(Seoret,) 
Military Atinché's Intelligence Summary No. 19 for the Period. 
Tth-14th May, a 
pte Persian A fairs. 
THE Bill to apply 


ment appointment owing to hi 
expected that the Government will survive the interpellation. 
“2. The Shah is reported to have had a good reception in Shiraz and has 
decided to prolong his stay. He is now due to leave on the 15th May. He was 
entertained brothers, Muhammad Hussein and Khosrow, but 
Nasir himsel in. 
3. The 2 in Isfahan has been settled for the time being. 
It has been agi of the Workers’ Union shall be unrestri dq 
that strikers shall return to work and the workers recently expelled (at the 
instance of the Tudeh party) shall be re-employed ; that there shall be no propa- 
a inside the factories; and that the disputes between employers and workers 
Il be dealt with by © special committee comprising the ‘Governor of Tefaban 
and representatives of the Ministries of Justice and of Commerce and Industry. 


189 


Economic, 

4. In-reply to questions in the Majlis, the Minister of Finance stated that 
the Government had under consideration certain applications for the grant of 
‘new concessions to foreigners for the development of new oil-felds in Persia. The 
discussions were still in the preliminary stage (see also Summary No. 11/44, 


paragraph 5). 
Br ‘llgpaugh has ined. new regulations to_govern the clletion of 
the coming harvest. The intention is to enable the Government to get hold of the 
whole of the surplus erop, whether belonging to landowners or peasants. ‘The 
sale of wheat, barley and flour has been made a Government monopoly and any 
‘quantities offered for sale or purchased on the free market are liable to confisca 
tion. ‘The price to be paid for wheat by the Government will be fixed separately 
ineach area. Rules have been made for the methods to be employed in estimating 
the crop and for the assessment of the amounts that may legitimately be retained 
by the landlord and peasant. ‘The whole of the difference must be sold to the 
Government, Government undertakes to distribute tea, sugar and cloth to 
‘asants at controlled prices or, if it should fil to do so, to make a suitable 
Therease in the price to be paid to the peasant for his grain. The landowner is 
made responsible for delivery to Government. of the whole of the surplus produc 
tion of his property, whether it be his share or the peasants’. 


avay: Persian Forces, 


It has teen decided to abolish the Directorates of Cavalry and Infan 
in the Ministry for War. These directorates, which were entirely independeni 
‘of the General Staff, in theory performed the duties of Tnspectorates, but in 
Practice served no useful purpose except to provide appointments withont, work 
OF responsibility for a number of officers. ‘These officers are now being transferred 
to the General Staff. The Directorates of Artillery and Engineers remain, bit 
are deprived of their functions of inspection 

7. For purposes of conscription Persia is divided into eleven zones, eight of 
which correspond to the areas of the eight provincial Divisions and three are 
located in the area of the two Tehran Divisions. Hitherto the Conscription Offices 
in each sone haye been under the direct control of the Director of, Conscription 
in the Ministry for War and have been independent of the Commanders of the 
Divinions in whose area they are located. Tt has now been decided that they will 
tbe placed under their control with the exception of the offices in the three zones 
in the area of the Teliran Divisions, ‘These will be under the control of the 
Central Recruit Training Depot in, Tehran, The purpose of this change ix to 
‘check the abuses and corruption that have long been prevalent in the Conscription 
Department. It is doubtful whether this object. will be achieved. 


Gendarmerie. 
8. Three more American officers haye joined the stall of Colone! 
Schwarzkopf, making a total of six, No more are expected. 


Appointments—Military. 
9. Sartip Karim Ghovanla to be Military Governor of Tehran, vice Sartip 


‘Sheri, resigned. 
Internal Security. 


10. Only from Khuzestan are there reports of insecurity, For some tine 
past the Arabs have been becoming increasingly lawless and the area of the 
Shushtar Mianab, in particular, has been suffering from the depredations o| 
brigunds. The local Persian authorities have for long wished to, carry ont 

ations for the disarmament of the Arabs, but doubts of the ability of the 

fercan forces t carry these through without provoking a distance that would 
adversely affect Allied war interests in Khuzestan have induced the British 
futhorities to discourage such suggestions, Famine conditions resulti 
failure of the crops are likely to be an added incentive to lawlessness, 


become necessary to agree to a limited operation for the establishment of Persian 
Government authority. 


Russian Affairs. 


jis, This mlnbly porte that since 
military survey parties have been operati 

mig gory pat Hae bes : 

have been seen in the vicinity of Jajarm, Bujourd, Kashmar, Turbat-i-Haidani 
‘Turbat-i-Jamand Kbaf, 
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_ 12 The strength of the Soviet garrison at Sabzawar (see Summary 
No. 15/44, paragraph 14) hs been increased to 1,000; a platoon of infantry has 
been stationed at Nishapur, and a small garrison at Turbat-i-Haidari. Several 
new road maintenance camps have been established between Shahrud and 
Bajgiran on the Russian frontier. Increases. in the garrisons of Meshed and 
Quchan are also reported and an influx of Russian women and children to Meshed. 
‘The Soviet Consul-General in Khorassan, when questioned about these activities, 
attributed them to the development of the Shahrud-Bajgiran supply ronte. 

13. One of the papers of the Tudeh party has published an article refuting. 
charges made against the party of being Communist in sentiment and an 
instrument of Russian policy. ‘The party, it claims, is a supporter of constitu- 
tional democratic government; it has no desire to seize power; its mission is to 
organise and eduente the masses so that they will form a force ready and able to 
defend the Constitution if necessity should arise. If the party press seemed 
partial to Russia, that was only an expression of the gratitude felt by all Persians 
for the genuine services Russin had rendered to Persia. The party believed in 

The 


"Russia and Creat Britain 


"ehran, Vth May, 1944. 


(B 3200/33/34) No. 23. 


Shiraz Diary No. 9, Ist to Lith May, WAS (Pecelved 20th May), 
Tribal 

NASIR KHAN'S projected visit to Shiraz daly took place on the Int May. 
Still noro over being refused permission to stand for Parliament, Nasir Khan 
ad from the beginning refused to call on the Acting Governor-General, whom 
lhe hold (wrongly) responsible for Government opposition. Accordingly, when 
he came to Shirag it was agreed that he should frst call on the geueral officer 
commanding and "accidentally " find there the Governor. ‘Taking this ax a call 
on him Nasir agreed to “return” the call and did s0 by going to tea at 
the Governorate that day. 

2 Aftor his call on the general officer commanding, Nasir called on His 
Majesty's consul, During a call which lasted two hours he stressed his readiness 
to comply with ur wishes and made no demands (even connected with elections) 
fon us” Notably be stated that he was determined to prove his friendship for us 
by preserving good order in Rar. Dn addition, he asked that British offers 
should frequent the trite, Throughout the interview he expressed complete 
distrust of the Persian Government, 

3. Nasir Khan was entertained to lunch by the general officer commanding, 
senior Persians ai ith officials being present, ‘The same people were ala 
invited to the tea party given by the Acting Gorerior-General. On the morning 
of the 2nd May Nasir Khan returned to his tribal quarters, baving spent the 
night with the general officer commanding. 

4. The local authorities having received on the Srd May news that the Shah 
would in Fars on the 7th May, the general officer commanding wished 
to return Nasie’s call at once. Accordingly the general officer commanding, 
Acting Governor-General and His Majesty's consul set out on the 4th May for 
Nasir's camp near Baiza. The general officer commanding naturally greatly 
desired Nasir to call on the Shah at Persepolis, and Nasir, though not admitting 
it, betrayed his desire to go, but only provided that His Majesty's Government 
would guarantee his immunity from arrest, The general officer commanding 
tried to induce His Majesty's consul to give the necessary guarantee, offering 
to give a written guarantee to His Majesty's consul that no action would. be 
taken against Nasir. But His Majesty's consul felt unable to accede to, this 
Fequest withont prior reference to the embassy—a course which time rendered 


‘the utmost distrust of the 
red that the Shah's visit to Fars immediately after 
iraz indicated some danger for him. At the request of 
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His: Majesty's consul, however, Nasir’s two brothers, Mohammed. Hussein and 
Khosrow, went to Persepolis to greet the Shah there and subsequently entertained 
him to dinner in Shiraz. 

6. It is possible that the Shah, the general olficer commanding and others 
aro indignant that Nasir Khan did not come to greet him, and resent the fact 
that he Would have come on a British guarantee which was not forthcoming. 

During the visit to the Qashqai the general officer commanding discussed 
with Nasir Khan the question of the elections at the remaining three Shiraz 
seats, namely, Abadch, Jahrum and Firuzabad. Nasir took the line with him 
{and with His Majesty's consul, who was subsequently dragged in) that he should 
have three Qashqai candidates—himself, Malik Mansur and Purreza—(to whom 
hho had given his word) as all the other Deputies of Fars (except Reza Hikmat) 
‘were Qawam's men. In conversation with His Majesty's consul Nasir said that 
ho must bave all three seats or none at all, adding that he did not mind being 
unrepresented. His Majesty's consul deprecated the proposal that thero should 
be no Qashqai representatives in the Majlis, whereapon Nasir said tentatively 
that he would agree to two candidates, himself for Abadeh and Parreza for 
Firuzabad, If he were elected, Nasir said he would go to Tehran from time to 
time, but would spend most of his time with the tribe. It was obviously not 
His Majesty's consal's business to refuse of accept this offer. 

8. The general political atmosphere in Fars hax been greatly improved by 
Nasir’s visit to Shiraz and by the voluntary surrender (on the 4th May) of the 
Deputy, Nanbakht, who has heen harboured by the Qashqai for many” months 
Some progress has been made towards re-catablishing confidence between the 
ribo and the Government. Further confidence has been established by the fact 
that Qashqai tribesmen, for the first time for several years, have lately’ visited 
the town in-numbers to buy and soll; and also by the fact that the spring 
migration has been remarkably free from incident, Although Navir’s promive 
to comply with our wishes rust be heavily discounted, it is certain that he has 
a cortain respect for our wishes. It therefore scems probable that British 
interests «tre less in danger of damage at the hands of the Qashqai than at any 
Ue recently. 

Shah's Visit 

9. On the Srd May the senior Porvian officials here received telegrams 
announcing the intention of the Shah to loave ‘Tehran for Fury on the 6th May, 
spending oaly one night en route, At thin news officialdom in Shirar panicked, 

feotings wore held. to discuss Wh to wtertain the Shah and 
to furbish up the city to provide a fiting spectacle for his august eyes. Then 
it was discovered that the municipality had no fands to repair the pot-holes in 
the main streets and to sprinkle water on thei. The wator-nien were on strike 
because they had had no wages for two months and there was no prospect of 

iting a loan from the bank ax the municipality had already borrowed heavily 
From St.- However, all. waa oveataally arranged ‘after: 4 aiple: (Persian): ayte¢ 
lengthy and heated discussions 

10. Ou the evening of the 7th May the Shah, accompanied by the Mivistcr 
of Court, M. Ala, aud the Minister of the Interior, M. Hajhie, duly arrived at 
Persepolis and spent the night thers. Inthe moonlight, His’ Majesty walked 
in the ruins of Persepolis for two hours, doubtless drawing inspiration from 
the illustrious dead, The next morning His Majesty's conel, at the request of 
the general officar commanding, wen to Perepolis tobe psetad to the Shab 
While waiting, His Majesty's consnl was questioned by M. Hajhir and Shoku 
ul Mulk as to the remedies for the present tribal situation. His Majesty's consul 
replied that he understood that His Majesty's embassy had already made certain 
proposals in that regard to the Persian Government. ‘Basically the situation was 
that the tribes entertained a deep-seated distrust of the Government, which was 
partly. justified by the events of the past. The essential problem was to wean 
the tribes from their present nomadic life and settle them down as agriculturists, 
and to do this a new administrative machinery should be devised which would 
be honest and efficient and which would inspire confidence. 

11. That evening the Shab came into Shiraz and appeared to receive an 
enthusiastic welcome from the population. From observations made during the 
course of the last week there appears to be no doubt that the enthusiasm was 
genuine, thongh rd to say whether it is due to the person of the present 
Shah or to the general idea of monarchy—but it is probably the latter, 

12. In the interview given to His Majesty's consn! the next morning the 
Shaky made several platitudinotss speeches in which he emphasised the need of 

































































Anglo-Persian friendship, and. stated that be hoped that our contacts—both 
commercial and cultural—would be multiplied aiter the war, He also spoke of 
the need—if Persia is to be a democratic country—of the law being applied 
strictly to rich aud poor alike. Accordingly, the possession of arms should be 
restricted to Government forves, who alone are the instrument of the nation 
{emphasio on this word) to sacre internal security nd to defend the integrity 
‘and honour of the country against aggression. ‘Thus the possession of arms by 
tho tribes was an offence aguinst-dencracy, as the Kans could not he tried by 
the courts as could @ statesman who had abused the nation’s confidence in hit 
Ou the other hand, speaking of the tribes, he admitted that they had been treated 
harshly and unjustly in the past, and said that their lot should be improved 
{n this connexion both the Shah and members of his suite in conversation with 
the young Qashqai kiians, Mohammed Hussein and Khosrow, expressed sympathy 
with the tribes and tried to gain their friendship. In particular, he xaid that 
as King he had many enemies and therefore ueeded friends and hoped to fin 
those friends among the tribes. 

13. Digits, partion shouting, Gc. occupied most of the Shak’s time 
in Shiras, for which he has evidently formed a liking, for he has prolonged his 
Siay here. In one visit he saw one of the Shiras slums’ Entering people's houses 
without ceremony be spoke to the people. On a subsequent occasion he revealed 
hin emotion on discovering the wretched living conditions of his subjects. 

14. There have beet two oF three hints that the Shah and his entourage 
are considering the present system of appointing officials as Governors of 
important centres and of appointing instead persons of family and estate, 
gadowing them with wider powers” Such a step might, of course, lead to 
increasing the power of the Shah, but if the persons wore suitable it. should 
result in the elimination of much of the officialdom ‘which at present clogs the 
Wheels of administration 

15, Until the evening of the 12th May no British officials or officers were 
invited to any of the funetions which took place in honour of the Shah nor were 


16, When His Majesty's consal catled on M. Ala the latter was full of 
the prove attacks (expecially thowe in Ra'ad) on'the Shah. He was clearly hostile 
to Seyed Zia and described him as an aspiring dictator with reactionary 
tondeneies. ‘The Seyed's policy, he considered, ran counter to the benevolent 
intentions of the Shah to lead his Kountry towards democracy. “ML. Ala also 
betrayed anxiety over reports he had heard from Cairo and other places to the 
effect that the Shah had fallen into the power of the Russians over the offer af 
ulltary matorial, He assured me that this was not the case and that His Majesty 
had rejected the Russian offer on account of the conditions attached theretp 
(Ce, the formation of mixed units). 

7. At the end of t 


18. On. the <vening of the 13th May His Majesty's consul called on 


M. Hajhir, Minister of the Interior, at hi t._ He seemed to have decided 
that a tribal settlement scheme, ‘as advocated by Hi “Majesty's embassy, was 
necessary and feasible. He also said that he thought Nasir should be elected 
for Abadeh and Malik Mansur for Firuzabad on condition that the latter 
immediately resigned in favour of, perhaps, Rezavi. 


A. J. GARDENER, Consul. 
Shiraz, 40h May, 1944, 
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(B 8257/422/34) No. 24. 
Sir R Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Receiced S1st May) 


y's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
Intelligence Summary No. 20, for the period of the 1th to 

led by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 22nd May, 1944, 
ec ct Dae 


Enclosure in No. 24. 
Secret.) 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 20, for the period 15th Mu 
Mo Diet May. ipa)” Pe : 


Persian A fairs, 
Political, 

AS was expected, the Government survived the in 
Tudeh Deputy, Farivar, on the appointment of Reza Al 
General of Isfahan. The Todeh 
expressed great indignation that an 
Stould be eeppoinied tora 
concerned the indignation had 
knowledge that Reza Afshar is 
of the pel 


uthusina with which he 

if gentiine. The people of Shiraz are 

hem a long-standing tradition of loyalty 

went and its officials, It is surmined 

ne ‘was to demonstrate that it was 

ok only Seyyid party whe took an interet in the tribes 
emai that in r 

He remarke a ol th ana King he needed friends 

5 athe détenus arrested at the request of the Allies in August last year 


aye been transferred from British custody at Sultanabad to Posmay ‘custody 
in Tehran, 


Economic. 


‘crops. On the other 
Azerbaijan has i 


Appointments—Civil. 
6. Fazlullah Hatemi to be Farmandar of Semnan, 
(29086) 




























































































Persian Forces, 
Army. 
7. The Minister for War has tabled three Bills. The first deals with 
offences of officials engaged on recruiting Tt proposes that any official who 
refraius from recruiting those liable to conscription or recruits those not liable 
‘shall be condemned to from two to five years’ solitary confinement. If he accepts 
bribes in any form he shall be fined five times the value of the bribe and be classed 
‘asan armed bandit and suffer the punishment to which such criminals are liable 
‘The second Bill forbids officers and other ranks of the army to form political 
parties or to take part in any political activities, ‘The third Bill aims at speeding 
ip the work of military courts. It proposes that-in future ordinary military 
courts shall consist of a president andl two members only and nilitary courts of 
‘appeal of a president and five members. t 
Meee “In reply to.a question in the Majlis the Minister for War stated that 
‘a mum of 51 million tomans of last year’s allotments to divisions had not yet 
een accounted for. Tn a subsequent letter ta the press he modified this statement 
by saying that the greater part of the amount had already been accounted for. 


Appointmente—Mititary, 
9—(i) Sarhang Najaf Quli Abbasi to be assistant to the Military Governor 
of Aebean, 


(ii) Sartip Mehdavi to be Director of the Supply Department of the 
‘Army, vice Sartip Diba, resigned. 


Internal Security 
Fars. 

10, His Majesty's Consul in Fars reports that the atmosphere in Fars hax 
boon greatly improved by Nasir Qashgai’s visit to Shiraz to call on the Acting 
Governor-General and on the cons and ty the surrender wo the British srurity 
authorities of the absconding Deputy, Nuabakht. ‘To the consal Nasir was lavish 
with musuranices that his only desire was to act in accordance with British wishes. 
Te may be assumed that he qualified that statement in his own mind with the 
proviso that British wishes should not conflict with his own interests. For the 
Tnoment thoes are to show what. power for order he cau be in Fars, and it must 
bo suid that the migration of the Qashgai is proceeding with less than the usual 
Jawloaanoss, In spite of the fact that Nasir did not come in to Shiraz during the 
Shah's viait, his two brothers, Muhammad Hussein and Khosrow, were treated 
with marked friendliness ond sympathy by the Shah and accompanied him to 
‘Tehran 

11. The Khamach tribes, ballied, neglected, hungry, ragged and leaderless, 
‘are not so orderly as the Qashgai and have been. fief kame petty robbery and 
brigandage. These tribes have, in fact, mffered much more in recent years than 
the Qushgai and have, on the whole, behaved with restraint. 

12. There has been some fighting on 4 smal} scale between the khans of 
Hat Daud and the of Liravi, Fothollah Khan of Hiat Daud had been depated 
by the Government to collect from Liravi grain which the khans had failed to 
deliver to Government, and this presumably led to the hostilities. 


Russian Affairs 


13. At a coremony at the Soviet Embassy the chargé d'affaires presented 
fifty medals to Persian motor drivers working for the Russian transport services 

token of Soviet gratitude for their services. In his address the chargé 
affaires spoke with appreciation of the services rendered by Persia to 
Allies in the prosecution of the war and of the devotion to duty of most of the 
motor drivers employed by the Soviet authorities engaged in transporting 
supplies to Russia, 

14. Tn addition to the air services between Tehiran and Meshed and Tehran 
and Tabri, the Russians have now inaugurated a weekly service between Tebran 
and Pahlavi 

15. A Soviet Consulate has been opened at Kazvin, where there is already 
the hendquarters of the Commander-in-chief of the Russian Forces in Persia. 

16. Tt is reported, but requires confirmation, that the Russians intend to 
asphalt the road from Astara via Resht to Kazvin and that they have commenced 
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Spee her oi he el tT 
potas Beret ara Se ees ace en 
dh, fain, Py ai men ho are ore eee 
wears beara esta i in Resht. Their arrival in Meshed and 


Tehran, 2st May, 1944, 





(B 3991/492/34) No, 25. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eiten—(Received 8th June.) 


ajesty's Representative presents his compliments to Hin Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs and has the honour to trausnit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary, No, 21, for the period of the 22nd to 
25th May, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 29th May, 1944, 


Enclowure in No. 25. 
(Secret) 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary, No. 21, for the period: 22nd: May t 
Sa ag, oa keel its 


Persian Affairs, 
Political, 

1. The future of Dr. Millspaugh and his mission has been the main topic 
of interest during the past week. ‘There has been much lobbying, and the matter 
Was discussed in one secret session of the Majlis. There is a strong feoling, 
$12 among bis mpathisrs: that Dr. Millpaugh hae taken upon impel 
heavier burden than he can discharge and that he should be relieved of some 
Of his responsibilities and with them of acme of te extensive authority. yiven 
to him. Others think that he has proved himself to be unsuitable and that he 
‘should be replaced by another American. Others, again, wish to. see the whole 
American mission depart. Whatever solution is found it is unlikely that the 
Position and authority of Dr. Millspaugh will remain unaffected. 

2 The case of Dr, Millspaugh has been summed up by a Deputy in a 
‘question to the Minister of Finance in the following terms :— 


(i) Far from Dr. Mitlspangh having brought about a decrease in the cost 
of living, prices have continued to rise. When he assumed his duties 
with extensive powers fifteen months ago the cost of living index 
‘was 750 (as compared with 100 in 1936) whereas to-day it 

i) In. spite of the extensive powers given to him over tra 
distribution he had failed to ensure a satisfactory distribution 
of essential commodities, and the poor were worse off than thoy had 
been before his arrival. 

(ii) His only attempt to check inflation had been to encourage the purchase 
of foreign exchange, with the reslt that during the past year much 

i al 


_. capital had gone abroad. 

(iv) He bad failed to take full advantage of the quota of imports allotted 
to Iran by the Allies. 

(9) In spite of the fact that the harvest of the last year had been almost 
unprecedented in quantity the responsible organisation under his 
control had failed to build up any appreciable reserves of grain 
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vi yroved the financial situation; although capital 

(vi) Tie pondiure had ceased the budget was not balanced and expenditure 
greatly exceeded income. 

(vil) He had insisted on the passing of an Income Tax Law hit wns not 
‘suited to the conntry and would result in reducing the productive 
power of the country, particularly in agriculture, and in a decrease 
of national income. . 

(viii) In the administration of the departments under his control there were 
‘extravagance, disorder, irresponsibility and Tack of attention to 
public duty. 


his is. moderate statement of the criticisms usually made of Dr. Millspangh 

and hia aasen "A reply ‘was given by the Minister of Finance in. secet 

session of the Majlis, te bah 
Criticism of the Prime Minister by the press is increasing, Tt is tru 

tac ee i eM chen ec amr 

mance of conditions in his own country, which has become a by-word, 

Hear indecision that paturally results {rom his dislike of being unpleasant 

to anyone, One of the Russian-inspired papers says= " The feeble Government 

of Sa’eil is completely dominated by the dangerous schemes of the pireaier ot 
the Interior. he Minister of the Interior, Hajher, ts regarded by the Rossia 


‘us being friendly to British intereste, 


Economie. ‘ 
20th Febroary 
4, In his report for the month the 22nd January to the 20th February: 
Dr, Millspnugh nes that the loss In ten months on, the commercial transactions 
of the Government, which include the Government factories and monopolies 
the operations of the Cereals and Bread Section, amounted to 1,085,987,000 rial 
‘The greater part of this loss was duo to the difference tetween the price paid for 
grain purchdsed ‘ind the price received for bread sold. During the first ten 
Rrontha af the financial year 1943-44 the total excess of expenditure over receipts 
amounted to 1,242,702,000 rial i 
\c Majlis during the past week 
5 umeroos, questions tabied in the Majlis during the past, week 


ive months 


City Police, 


Internal Security. 
are hich 
7, [thas been decided to abolish the Southern Army Headquarters, w! 


| i ibes of Fars 
formed for the purpose of combining operations against. the tr jr 
ame 2a 2 rey Ree a init ot 
caren oat neh operat thre 2 Pry iy Teka, wil tot ree 1 
General Jahanbani, who is now i 
Sita" General Mobaaaad Hssein Firuz wil probably eo io Fars Governor. 
General ‘ition i dist 
ith and respected by the ‘of Fars and is more likely to ho 
xiang mae fairly rom ‘Qashgat” ‘and other tribes of Fars than General 


Tahanbani D i at Lee 

‘There have recently been outbreaks in Abadan against the b is, 
the frst of which resulted in the killing of two Bahais and the burning of one of 
their houses. A later outhreak is reported to have been effectively dealt with by 
Persian troops and the ringleaders have been arrested. “It is considered that these 
outhreaks have been instigated for some political purpose connected with 
elections. 
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Khuzestan, 

9. Operations will probably shortly be begun by the Persian army in the 
Shushtar-Mianab area for the punishment and disarmament of brigand bands 
nd the recovery of property looted by’ them. 

10. It is reported that the sheilkhs of the Beni Ka'ab, of the Muhaisin and 
of the Beni Turuf have entered into an agreement for mutual aid and co-opera 
tion in resisting demands by the Government in matters of conscription and of 
the collection of the coming harvest. His Majesty's Consul at Khorramshahr 
reports that. this alleged agreement is arousing cousiderable interest among the 
sheikkhs of other Arab tribes. 


Bakhtiari. 

11. Many complaints have recently reached Tehran against the administra- 
tion of Morteza Quli Khan, the Governor of Bakhtiari, While there is probabl 
some ground for these complaints, Morteza Quli beitig a Persian tribal chief, 
there is no doubt that they have been greatly exaggerated, and that the agitation 
4s being encouraged by almost all the other Bakhtiari khans, who are annoyed 
with Morteza Quli Khan for various personal reasons, and may even attempt (o 
instigate disturbances in Bakhtiari to discredit him. ‘The probability of this 
is not regarded as serious at present. The agitation, however, shows how wise 
Reza Shah was to remove all important tribal khans from theit tribes and even, 
sometimes, from this world. 


Russian A ffairs. 

12. M. Maximoff, until recently counsellor of the Soviet Embassy, has ben 
appointed ambassador. Previous to coming to Tehran as counsellor he had been 
Soviet Consul-General in Meshed. 

13. In Summary No. 16/44, paragraph 12, it was reported that there wore 
igus of an intention on the part of the Soviet authorities to increase their 
influence in Persian Azarbaijan. The staff of the Soviet Consulate have recently 
been provocatively interfering in internal affairs, big and stall, even when they 
were no concern of theirs. This, however, may be more the personal policy of 
the acting consul-general, Marchenko, than a policy dictated from abjve, 
annoyance at the difficulty he had experienced in securing the election for Tabriz 
of even two of the Russian favourites was increased by subsequent protests made 
to the Supervising Committee against their election, and by tho committeo'a 
decision to refuse to issue their credentials but to refer the matter to Tehran, 
He threatened the Governior that, if the Supervising Committee did not ceaso ite 
hostility to the Russians, Azarbaijan as a whole would pay. ‘The kurds could 
Pillage and the mob could riot for all the Russians would care. Much 
Propaganda is being made in favour of Soviet culture and Soviet systoms, The 
reappearance of the paper Vatan Yolinda printed in ‘Turki at the Iussian 
military press Tabrit; was mentioned in Summary No, 16/44. Tt has recently 
contained several articles extolling the benefits that have come to. Russian 
Azarbaijan from the Communist régime. Examples are appended to this 
summary. The Rassian hospital, which ie to accept local civilians, le nearly 
ready for opening, and search is still being made for a suitable building for the 
Russian school, which, while its main purpose is officially said to be the education 
of Rassian ehildren in Tabri, is also to accept local children. 


American Affairs. 
14 Que of the Depaties bas given notice of « question to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs pointing out that the presence of British and Russian troops in 
Persia is governed by a treaty approved by the Majlis and asking by virtue of 
what law ‘are American troops stationed in Pe ‘This question has ben 


raised several times in press and Parliament since the arrival of American 


15,_Betren the 5th and 1th May two contingents of American technical 
+ 


troops, each of about 200, parsed throu Tabris.on their, way to Bu 
i. Mr. Timmerman, American adviser to the Porsian police, died 
oaeekar 10 police, died suddenly 


British Affairs. 


17. Four Indian members of the Viceroy’s Defe itteo. visit 
reany, gEORe Pasian members of the Vikeroy's Defence Committo visited 
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Polish Interests, 
18. The number of civilian Poles in Persia on the 22nd May, 1944, was — 


Men, Women. Children. Total. 
In Tebran 461 1,455 sir "Bag7 
In Tsfaban 131 ‘932 1310-2378 
In Ahwaz 460 1,746 07 31138 


105241332728 7,913 
The total number of Poles in Persia in January 1043 was 21,691 


Tehran, 2th May, 1944. 


Appendix. 
Katracte from" Vatan Yolinda" (see paragraph No. 18). 


* Vatan Yolinda," No. 0, dated 21s Aprit, 1944. 


The Mth Anniversary of Soviet Government in A zarbaijan 
‘The Azarbaijanis and of what they can boast. 

‘During the last twenty-four years of Soviet Government, under the 
brilliant poligy of the Bolshevik party, there has been great progress in arts, 
education, distribation of land and food, and many people have been trained 
for Government posta and defence work 

Before the revolution there wore few ongincors, doctors and teachers in 
Azarbaijan but now there are thousands of them. ‘Today Azarbaijan may boast 
of its numerons doctors, engineers, yenerals, officers, artists, teachora, writers, 
paintots, specialists and the brave young men who have been decorated for their 
Valour, ‘There are ala many woll-known Azerbstijanix outside Azarbaijan. 
Resides thix many Azarbaijanis are working in commissarien and other organina~ 
tions outside the republic, and in order to. help the war effort many engineers, 
workers, mechanics, &e;, are toiling in the oilfields, 





“Vatan Yolinda,"" No, 8, dated 20th April, 1944 


Azarbaijan during the last 24 years uniler Soviet Government. 
Avarbaijan is a country of civilisation and education. It hax made great 
in these during the last twenty-four years under Soviet Government, 
The national policy of bolshevism hax changed Azarbaijan from an illiterate 
county to an educated one 
The April revolution greatly benefitted the Azarbaijanis, who now possess 
schools and fine arts which they had not known in the past. With the first years 
of revolution schools were established in every part of the country and the children 
‘of workers and labourers who in the past had been deprived of education were 
ww educated free of charge. In 1914 there were 73,000 students, by 1940 the 
ainber had risen to 717,000, During the Soviet régime the number of schools 
has increased year by year so that between 1920 and 1999, 887 schools have been 
established. One of the greatest bonefits the revolution bas brought is the high 
schools, which now produce doctors, engineers, specialists, &e. Before the revoln~ 
tion there were only five-six papers being published, now there are are sixty, 
Before the revolution very little was known of opera, now we have many like 
Kor Oghli, Shab Ismael Markis and many others. 


“* Fatan Yoinda,” No. 9, dated 28th A pril, 1944. 


The Resutt of the War for Freedom. 

Azarbaijan did not gain Soviet Government, national freedom, and a 
progressive life without any trouble, for daring the past thousand years, as history 
Wall show, they have fought against. usarpers, cruel men, and lately against the 
Cearist Government. They have gained it through the devotion of great men. 

‘Stalin, who is the founder of bolshevism in the Caucasus, came to Baku in 
1904 and started to lead the people against the Czarist Government in order to 
create freedom... .- 
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In 1918 the Baku Labour party organised Soviet Government at Bakn and 
proclaimed communism, which did great things in Baku for some months. Bat it 
didnot live very long’ because Soviet Goverument was abolished through the 
treachery of Musawat party, Dashnagsagan) party and Mensbeviks, and. the 
leaders ‘of communism such’ as Azizbego Shaumian, Chaparidz and some 
twenty-six others were killed. Kazi Mahamad, Binyad Sardaroff, Baln Amu 
Dadashoff, Amir Aslanoff, Mugtadi Aydiubegoft and Ali Beyramoff were shot 
for being Liberals. This kind of treatment, however, created such anger among 
the people that instead of discouraging them they were stimulated to fight for 
the Soviet Government. At last in 1920 on the 25th April, under the leadership 
of Lenin and Stalin, Azarbaijanis, with the help of the Red Army, overthrew 
Mosavatist capitalists and hoisted the flag af freedom, 

















(0B 9863/42/93) No. 28. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 12th June.) 
(No, 240) 

HIS Majesty's representative provnts his compliments to His Majesty’. 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 22 for the period the 20th May to 
the 4th June, 1044, compiled by the military attaché to thix embanay. 


Tehran, 5th June, 1944. 














Enalowure in No, 26 
(Beeret.) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 22 Jor the Period 
v Soh Mag steh dune, Yond 








Persian Affaire, 

Political. 
NO solution has yet been found to the dispute between Dr. Millspaugh and 
sputies. A proposal that he should surrender some of his powers to 0 
Ministry of Economy was rejected by Dr, Millspangh on the grounds that 
economic work was too clorely associated with finance to allow of their separation, 
fand he flatly refused to accept any reduotion of his powers, In a confidential 
letter to the Government he answers some of the criticisms of his work. He points 
iving has notably slowed down since 





‘out that the rate of increase in the cost of I 











2. ‘The news that a letier had been addressed by the American Government 
to the Persian Government on the subject of Dr. Millspaugh's mission leaked out 
to the press and the public. Tt was represented as being a warning that the 
American Government would further criticista “or opposition to the 
‘American advisers as unfriendliness to the American Government, The press 
‘worked up some indignation over this imagined interference in the internal affairs 
Of Persia and protested against what was purely an internal matter being 
brought into the feld of international relations. The text of the letter has not 
been published. It is known that its sense was not as originally represented by 
the Persian press, bat was rather an expression of regret that the Persian Govern- 
ment had not defended more convincingly the American officials in their service. 
‘That the question of Dr. Millspaugh’s powers is a matter for Persia alone to 
decide and is not a matter in which any foreign Power can properly intervene has 
teen insisted om in the press and the Majlis, 
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3. The Cabinet is not happy. The Shah is reported to be discontented with 
the Prime Minister, presumaly Pecause he is unwilling or unable to bring avout 
the results desired by the Shab. ‘The latter is said to be looking about for 
successor and to be considering Qavam-es-Sultaneh and Hajhir, the present 
‘Minister of the Interior. ‘The latter has probably too pro-British colour to be 
acceptable to the Russians. His relations with the Prime Minister are now rather 
strained, and this is attributed to the latter's suspicions that Hajhir aspires to 
is place. 
4. For some time past tension has been evident between Moslems and Bahais, 
nd this resulted in demonstrations hostile to the Bahais at Senandaj, Hamadan 
and) Abad, as teported in Summary No. 21, paragraph ‘This tension may be 
used, as it was at Abadeh, to provoke disturbances for political reasons. ‘There 
has, in fact, been some increased missionary activity on the part of Bahais of late 
to celebrate the opening of the second century of the Bahat faith, and, although 
no evidence is as yet available that there has been any notable increase in converts, 
the greater freedom enjoyed by the Babais to speak of their faith has probably 
frightoned the Mullahs, since Islam isa weakening if not dying faith, whose 
place might well be taken by Babaism. Bahaism, with its vague but’ kindly 
Philosophy, is agreeable to Persian mentality, and the community has a tradition, 
resulting perhaps from years of oppression, of solidarity and co-operation among 
themselves, which contrasts with usual Persian characteristi 


Economic. 
5, Dr, Millspaugh has published a statement to the effect that the total 
‘amount of grain collected by the Government since September 1943 is 346,278 tons 
aand that stocks in Tehran on the 19th May were $1,510 tons. This he considers 
tobe adequate assurance ofthe needs ofthe country until next harvest. 
6. ‘The instruments of ratification of the commercial agreement between 
Porsin and the United States, which was signed in April 1943, were exchan, 
‘at Washington on the Sist May. ‘The agreement comes into force thirty 


Appointments—Civit, 
8. Sarlashkar Muhammad Hussein Firuz to be Governor-General of Fare. 


Persian Forces, 


9, Tn an interview given to the editor of the Ra'dii Imrus. paper closely 
connected with Seyyid Zia, Dr, Millspaugh gave the following figures for the 
ndgets of the Perslan forces for the past yenr :—— 

Riats 
Army .. 1,000,000,000 
Gendarmerie . "298 246.100 
Police force _ a 187,000,000 
1,485,246,100 


He would allot the same gross total for these forces this year, and po 
It was for the Government to decide how it should be distributed among them; 
which force should be decreased and which, if any, increased. He expressed the 
opinion that in their present form these forces were superfluous and not worth 
the money spent on them. Whatever trath there may be in this, it is not 
encouraging to the American advisers who have been working with these forces 
for more than a year. ‘The cost of the army considered necessary by General 
Ridley is about 1,500 million rials, and of the gendarmerie recommended by 
Colonel Schwarzkopf 600 million rials, 
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Appointmente—Military. 
10. Sarlashkar Muhammad Hussein Firuz to command the 6th (Fars) 
Division. 


Russian Affairs. 


Caucasus by Shah Abbas, It has inevitably been said that the purpose of 
Visit, as it may well have been, was to make contact with Persian minorities of 
Caucasian origin. The Armenians of Julfa, near Isfahan, also come in for 
Rassian attentions. ‘Three hundred of their children tinder 10 are now learning 
Hassan from teachers specially brought by the Russians for the purge, 

12 The Trano-Soviet Cultural Society (see Summaries Nos. 9/44, para. 
graph 16, and 6/44, paragraph 20), which now ealle itself the ranian Soelety for 


ultural Relations with Soviet Union, has now published its statutes 
contained in twenty-five articles. The second article sets out the main objects of 
the society under eighteen headings, which are mainly concerned with methods 
‘of making known the literature, art, drama, mnsic, science, educational methods 
fof one country to the other. It'is clear that in practice the society will be used 
to make Soviet culture known to Persia and to spread Soviet ideas rather than 
to make Persian culture known to Russia. Ordinary members, who pay 
4,500 rials a year as subscription, must be Persians, but Soviet citizens may be 
admitted as honorary members. “A member of V.O.K.S. (Society for Cultural 
Relationships between the Soviet Uni Foreign Countries) must be n member 
of the committee. Branches may be of in Aca Nae 
18. Questions have been asked in the Majlis by one of the Azerbaijan 
Deputies Whose election wax opposed by the Russians why the ‘ Allies’” were 
preventing the expott from Azerbaijan of the dried fruit crop and other products, 
They had put Azerbaijan into a state of siege and the Governor-General was 
without anthorit 
14. The Soviet authorities have given contracts for the asphalting of the 
road from Astara via Resht to Kazvin and for some masonry bridges on the 
section between Astara and Resht. ‘The rates they have accepted are higher than 
those normally paid by the British authorities ‘The specification they have laid 
down is for a more enduring type of surfacing than has been used by the British 
‘authorities, and it seems that they have some longer-term object in view than their 
war-time needs, for which, indeed, the construction of the road seems to come 
rather late in the day. ¢ é 
15, Tt has now been ascertained that among the conditions attaching to 
Stalin's offer of tanks and aircraft to the Shah (see Summary No. 48/43, para- 
graph 8), which included the formation of regiments of mixed Russian and 
Persian personnel, were the following — 
‘The commander of the regiment was to be a Russian olficer. 
‘The Persian personnel were to be selected with the approval of the 
Russian commander. 
‘The Soviet Government would pay the Russian personnel. 
‘The regiments were to be under the command of the Red Army. 
The regiments could not be moved from their appointed places of 
training—Meshed and Kazvin—nor could the material be diverted to any 
‘other purpose, without the approval of the Red Army. 


Corrigendum, 
In Summary No, 21/44, paragraph 8, for “ Abadan " read ““Abadch.”" 


Tehran, 4th June, 1944 
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(E 3896/260/28) No. 27 
‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 20th June.) 


(No, 247) 

HIS Majesty's Representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Pfincipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of a Confidential Circular to all consals, Persia, regarding 
His Majesty's Government's post-war policy towards Persia, 


Tehran, 10th June, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 27. 


Sir, Tehran, Oth June, 1944, 

Since, when the war is over and our forces are withdrawn, the responsibility 
for the establishment and maintenance of that security which is necessary to 
our interests in Persia will devolve entirely on Persian officials it is desirable 
that British officials should bear constantly in mind the necessity for establishing 
‘and. increasing the authority and prestige of the Persian Government and its 
officials. Subject. to. the overriding consideration of the security. of our war. 
time interests, the influence of consalar.olficers should be directed towards 
inducing the senior responsible Persian official, who will in moat cases be the 
Governor-General, Governor, or O.C., Troops, to fulfil his responsibilities. When 
action is taken by’ a Persian official as the result of persuasion or pressure by a 
consular officer, the British instigation should, as far as be kept 
discreetly in the background and sitordinate oficials and the public sbould 
be allowed and even encouraged to believe that the Persian official concerned 
acted on his own responsibility and initiative. While cousular officers should 
insist that they should be consulted in all matters where British interests may 
be affected and should explain clearly the conditions that our interests demand, 
they should discourage any tendency on the part of Persian officials to hi 
behind British officials or to allow the British official to do the work they should 
do theauelves. It is particularly desirable that the prestige of the American 
Advisers, who are, fact, officials of the Persian Government, should be upbeld 
to the greatest ponsible ‘degree, Consequently, when, for example, Briti 
‘tcl ‘anise in'the distribution of tea, sugar and cloth, fll credit for. the 
distribution should be given to the Persian Goyerament and its American 
‘Advisers. It should now be our endeavour to establish in the minds of the Persian 
people the impression that the Persian Government really ix in authority 

Tt is probable that for some time to came consideration for the security 
of our war-time, jnteresta will demand prompt action which may necessitate the 
by-passing of the responsible Persian ficial and direct action by British 
Consular Ollicers, Such action should, however, be limited to occasions when 
our war-time interests are at stake and when there ix rvasonable ground for 
believing that the responsible Persian oficial will not take the measures. which 
the occasion demands. 

Tami, &e. 
H.W, BULLARD. 





(1B 8807 /156/34) No 28. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Reeviced 20th June.) 


fo. 248.) 
ir, Tehran, 10th June, 1044 
HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of an interesting appreciatign of the 
tribal situation in Fars, prepared by Mr. Gardener just before he left Shiraz to 
proceed on leave. I agree generally with Mr. Gardener's appreciation and feel 
that particular emphasis should be laid on the following two points, both of 
which were mentioned by him :— 
(1) That, although the Qushyai tribes may rally behind Nasir in the face of 
common’ danger, the kalantare of the main tribes have no desire 
be exploited again by the Soulat ed Douleh family and, given a 
reasonable hope of fair treatment, they will very easily be persuaded 
to deal direct with the Government. Our experience in 
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with Morteza Quli Khan, a much tore reliable man than Nasir, shows 
tas what happens nowadays when a tribal chief is put into a position 
fof paramount authority in a big tribal confederation. Similar 
dissensions could be expected in Qashgai between Nasir and his 
brothers and other rivals. rs z 

(2) That no long-term reliance can be placed on Nasir’s assuratices of a desire 
to act according to our wishes. We should take advantage of it now, 
but when British troops are withdrawn Nasir will probably pose as 
the national hero who saved Fars from a British occupation, 


2 For some time I have heen endeavouring to induce the Persian Govern- 
ment to evolve and implement a definite policy towards the tribes. Such a policy 
should include at least the following points :-— 


(a) Settlement of tribal land cases and the restoration of, or the grant of 
‘compensation for, lands unjustly confiscated by Reza Shab. Under 
‘continual pressure from this embassy some action has been taken, but 
Several cases are still outstanding, notably the important case of the 
Mamassani lands referred to by’ Mr. Gardener under the heading 
“Methods of Application of British Policy.” 5 

(0) The distribution among the tribes (and among other rural communities) 
‘of the exential consumer goods—tea, sugar and piece-goods—which 
have for a considerable time been available to town-dwellers on coupon, 
‘at controlled prices, ‘There have been many scandals in this connexion 
‘and tho disteibution is, even now, far from efficient; but until recently 
rural ateas, including the tribes, have had to depend entirely, on pur 
Chases on the open market at exorbitant prices, Lately, with the 
appointment of American adyisers at n number of provincial head- 

wstructions from Dr. Millspaugh to expedite the 


consular 
officers on this point in fact, any 
improvement in distribution is now taking place. 

(©) Setlement ofthe trites, This sa long-trm policy, and if the settlement 
is to be voluntary and not, ax in Reza Shah's time, forced, it must 
involve long-term plans and a budget of considerable proportions: 
Reza Shah's settlement was carried out by military force and resulted 
in unprecedented mortality among the flocks on which the tribes #0 
largely depend fora Tvelibood, and a yeveral lowering of the tribes’ 
already low standard of living, To bring about the voluntary settle- 
ment of tribes in. villages, the Go plan and provide 
funds for assistance to the tribesmen in building villages, irrigation 
works, and the provision of seed, as well as medical aid and the 
erection and staffing of schools, It seems unlikely that the Persian 

plement all these proposals 


which the 
‘an optimian which is probably fated to be disappoin 
commission before long to the number of forty-cight. 

(W) The creation of a body, whether a Ministry for Tribes, a section of tho 
Ministry of Internal Affairs or some forin of tribal commission, whose 
business it would be to study the needs of the tribes, to plan for them 
and to represent their grievances effectively to the Central Government, 
Several abortive attempts have been made to set up such a body, but T 
hhave better bopes of the latest tion—the formation of ‘tribal 
councils—and propose to bir to carry it out. ‘The scheme 
is to form a central tribal council in Tehran, consisting of representa- 
tives of the Ministries who would be concerned with any long-term 
trital pole Ye. the Ministries of Agricultare, Finance. Jistio, 
Public Health and Edueation, and about twelve genuine tribal repre 
sentatives (not town-dwelling ex-chieftains). The recommendations 
of the council would be executed through provincial tribal councils, 
hich would consist of similar departmental rpresentatives and 
representatives of the tribes in the provinces concerned, presided over 
by the Governor-General. BS 5 
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3. As for British policy in respect of Persian tribes (apart from the matters 
discussed above), I agree with Mr. Gardener that this staal id be directed, firstly, 
towards securing our interests both during and after the war, and, secondly, 
towards the re-establishment of the power of the Central Goverament on a just 
and equitable basis. That the first is completely subordinate to the second, as 
Mr, Gardener suggests, I am not entirely convinced. Mr, Gardener rather implies 
that a strong Central Government would be friendly to us. Of the contrary state 
of affairs we have had bitter experience in the recent . though it can be argued 
that fe keaping the Russians at arm's length Reza Menereets ‘service for 
us which did mach to counterbalance the injustices whid jicted upo 

us which ince the injustices which he inflicted upon our 

4, Lam sending a copy of this despatch, with enclosure, to rnment 
of India, to His Majesty's Consular ‘Officers at Ahwaz, Teishan Reroeenany 
Hamadan, and to the Officer Commanding, Persia nnd Iraq Command: and 
without enclosure to His Majesty’s Consular Officers at Basbire and Shiraz, 
Thave, & 


RW. BULLARD. 


Enclosure in No, 28. 
APPRECIATION OF THE TuinaL SITUATION IX Fans. 


Introduction 


IN rocent weeks, the political atmosphere in Fars has been cl 

‘cortain acts of Nasir isha head of the Jashgai. These “a The warned 

to ua of the Germans on the 23rd March, Nasir Khan's visit to Shiraz on the 

Int ney when he called on the local Persian and British representatives, and 
his surrender to as on tho Sird May of the mischievous Deputy Nasbakht, 
r Khan now states that he is ready to. accept British guidance in all his 
it is necessary to determine our policy towards him and all the tribes 


Present Situation. 


1, Attitude towards Persian Government 

All the tribes (for brief description se Appendix), bu iculart 
Gustin! wr are potically the mow important take of Ferrand wine hero, 
figure most prominently in this tere fare imbued with the deepest 
distrust—amountiny tally to hatred—of the Government. This is partly 
due to the harsh. ineificient, and venal treatment meted out to them by the ex-Shab, 
and partly to the tribal nature which prizes power and independence. ‘Taking 
advantage of the weakness of the Government after the events of 1941, certain 
tribal leaders fled from Tehran and resumed control of the tribes. Gradually the 
tribes ‘were tearned by seizing arms from Governinent sources, by smuggling 
from abroad, and by digging up weapons not surrendered in the past 

Having, through his strong personality and in virtue of the fact that be is the 
son of the last great Tlikhani, consolidated his own position as head of the tribe, 
Nair Khan's et sty seas the eeoctonon of a defensive alliance between the 

\¢ Boir ithe two lead ing tr i 
Q a Sashes seal 0 leading fighting tribes of South Persia— 
vere seems little doubt but that these two tribes would now it ii 

attacked bythe Government, and that other tribes suchas the Maamassant and 
sections of the Khamseh (notably the Basiri), would refuse to aid the 
Government forces, and ight even take sides against Government, 

‘On the Government side, the army has not yet given proof of its ability to 


tackle these tribes, and judging by past performance: the disarmament of the 


present tribal Bloc woulk 
Power bet tribes and Gor 

us, as between ane wernment there is a deadlock. The Govern- 
‘ment hesitate to embark on a disarmament |, whil ri 
nothing ta provoke Government intoaction. aioe 


2. Attitude towards British. 


particularly to the attitude of the khans of the Darrashuri 
il tions ofthe sha, the Genta win were abu hy the Qs 
were not able to bring about damage to British interests, On the contrary, wi 


tbe a severe and perhaps critical test of its fighting 
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they were in tribal—thoagh admittedly not Qasligai—areas, Nasir initiated hi 
policy of preserving security in Fars. For the last six months, including this 
Spring migration, security in Queligai arens and on adjoining roads has, been 
relatively ‘This state of affairs was not altered (although the wound still 
Smarts), when a severe blow was given to Nasir’s pride by the Persian Government 
who refused to allow him to become a Deputy for Shiraz, Nor is there any reason, 
on present showing, to think that British interests are likely to suffer at the hands 
of the Fars tribes, ie., not including the Boir Ahmed. Furthermore, Nasir 
feelings towards us will undoubtedly have a usoful repercussion on the Boir 
‘Ahmed, as the paramount chief of that tribe—Abdullah Khan Zarghampur—is 
‘a close friend of Nasir's. 

This agreeable state of affairs is not due to Nasir's love and admiration for 
tis, but more probably to the following considerations : (a) knowledge of Allied 
‘war successes and desire to be on the" side: (b) general desire of the 
Khans (especially Darrashuri and Kashguli) to be on friendly terms with us $0 
that we may act as mediators between them and the Persian Government; 
{c gratitude for our return ofthe Qashgat Khas who were recently in Germany. 
This angument Is to Nasir's mother, who exercises a salutary 
influence over 

interests. 

‘Nasir Khan and the otber Qashgai Khans now stress their desire to follow our 
counsel Of course, this naive attitade must be heavily discounted, but it 
probably trae that, for the time being, our advice will carry considerable weight 
with them 


3. Internal Situation, 
There is, as yet, very little evidence of the attitude of the other Qushigai 
Khans towards Nasir save that, at the moment, thoy are united with him in 
‘opposing disarmament. In any ease, the present state of affairs rather suits the 
personal interest of all the khans. They supervise security on tho roads, exacting 
Fribute money in return, They are independent, and pay no taxes. No Govern- 
ment official robs or worries them, In fact, they are leading the old tribal life. 
But some of them yearn to come and live in towns. Even: Nasir and some of his 
family desire this. Some khans may resent. Nasir’s assumption of authority over 
them. Former inter-tribal feuds are not forgotten. Furthermore, some of the 
Ichans desite to return to their former pursuits of agriculture and stock-breeding, 
from which they derived wealth in the pas. situation may be roughly 
summarised by stating that the Qushgai in times of war or danger are united 
‘under Nasir, but that, being human, they desire peace, and peaceful conditions 
best serve to disintegrate the tribe. 
4, Economie Situation, 

‘The standard of living in the tribes—always lower than that in the lowns— 
has suffered markedly in the last two years. In the first place, the nomadic tribes, 
responding to their khans’ call to arms, have largely abandoned their agricultural 

its (corn growing and stock raising) from which some of them gained their 
Realitood "Seondiy® tribal produce (carpets, gun tragacanth, mutton, and 
animal fats) has fotched lower prices because the tribesmen have had no direct 
‘access to open markets. They are obliged to sell their produce and buy their 
necessities through grasping intermediaries, Finally, unlike the townsmen, thoy 
have not benefited from the rationing of tea, sugar and piece-goods, It is true 
that the tribes have robbed farms and. villages. and have exacted“ protection 
™* from those unfortunate people who lie in their path, but this wealth has 

‘gove mainly to the khans. " 

‘s-a result the tribesmon feel that they are different. from and inferior to 
the inhabitants of towns, and, in the case of the Qashgai who are of Turkish 
origin, this feeling may eventually lead to separation. Unfortunately, the 
teudetey.is to blame the British for these shortages, since the British always 
were, and still are, the most. prominent foreigners in Fars 


‘Suggested Principles of British Policy. 


It is obvious that British policy in Fars must be directed towards :— 

(0) Security of British intrents (notably oi ils) daring and after the war. 

(0) Re-establishment of the power of the Central Government. 

‘The first objective is clearly subordinate to the second, for, if a strong 
Central Government existed which was friendly towards us and able to administer 
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tho tribes justly and efficiently, there would be.no need for our i 
pai deh gn ey er tg wl erin 
probably necessary to protect our interests and to bring about a state of affairs 
favouring the reassumption of control by the Central Government 
Tn intervening, however. we should avoid certain dangers. Firstly, care 

must bo taken that we do not enter into any commitments towards one tide oF 
the other which cannot be honoured. Secondly, we should not take such action 
with the tribes as to catise the Persian Government to consider we have created 
8 privileged position for them and ao lend to the Goverament taking reprisals 
Stl tee wa hg re Sint eal prc hed we 

ould take care in our de with the tribes not to ini weir importa 
a Cs veheerpape erastnally Cede ‘more ‘dificult to a thes: pte 
nally, care should be exercised not to enhance the standing of ibe (tl 
the Qnshgai) or family (ike Nasir Khan); otherwise oor diffeolines oa wee 


Methods of Application of British Policy, 


‘Thin general plan, if faithfully carried out, should meet i 
measure of aucces. It is probable that a hard core of suet tribe mapaonete 
ae “ ibitions or ignorance of their leaders, but the organised tribal bloc 
ould by then have teen so weakened that the minimum of forceful persuasion 
will proven ‘nti block to tribal settlements nese that Nexir Khon 
int the policy of settling the tribes isa i ir 
there are other sips of a detailed natere which if taken: would sete to tail 
up thy confidence necemary forth succes ofthe general plan 
F it is sug that rc is 
among the tribes, but that'n doing 0 care shouldbe taken fet the Gaetan eet 
a privileged. Secondly, tribes might, as far as possible, be encouraged to rovers 
‘wo agriculture by supplying ther, in suitable cases, with sed wheat and barley, 
Thirdly, through, our intervention an interest in them, we could. encoara 
iit towns for tradin Four 
Government to provide beter medical fuilitcs for the tke rate usmcltret 
the abore mentioned Points are for the Persian Government to execute, but, ax 
he credited for any tanrovemne jones bcc ha re ad 
As far as we ourselves are concerned, it 


(a) The imy i : 
importance of the Qashgai, and of Nasir Khan in particular should 


A in 
not be exaggerated—otherwise other tribes will tend to fall under bis 
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(®) Nasir Khan's ambitions for increased power, on the ground that he can 
thereby the better protect his tribe, should be regarded with some 
suspicion until he bas proved iis good faith. 

(© Every effort should te made to act in concert with the local Persian 
‘authorities and thus make them and the tribes believe it is. the 
Persians, and not the Britih, who are directing policy. Otherwise 
there is a danger of a recrudescence of anti- British feeling in Persian 
official circles which might result in reprisals on our alleged tribal 
protégés. 


Shiraz, 6th May, 1944. 


Appendix, 
Brief Description of Tribes of Fars. 


Qashgai. (Rough population 100,000.) 

Politically, the Qushgai are the most important tribe in Fars because of their 
tradition of fighting strength and cohesion. ‘They are comparatively well-armed 
and are united under the leadership of Nasir Khan, son of the Zormer great 
Tikbani, Soulet-ed-Douleh, who died when imprisoned by the ex Shah. | Nasir 
is an ambitious individual possessing great force of character, and is imbued 
with old-time ideas of the part to be played by the Qashgai in Fars. Ho is 
bitterly opposed to the Persian Government both on account of the former harsh 
treatment meted out hy them, and also because Government acts as a curb on: his 
ambitions. Nasir, in his exile in Tehran, became friends with Abdullah Khan 
Yarghampor, paramount chief of the Boir Abmedi (q.0.), and with Husain 
Quit Rustami of the Mamassani (g.,). 

‘The Qashgai, who are now almost entirely nomadic, have their winter habitat 
in the region between the oilfields around Gach Seran in the north and Lar in 
the south-east, 


Mamassani, (Rough population 26,000) 

‘This tribe is a sedentarised offshoot of the Boir Ahmed who border them on 
the north. Their neighbours to the south and east are the Kashguli section of 
the Qashgai. As thetr lands are well-watered and fertile, the Mamassani have 


houses, livestock and crops to lowe if they bexme enemies ccither of the Government 


or of the surrounding tribes. They possess a certain quantity of arms and declare 
their readiness to defend their rights against all comers, Their natural policy 
is obviously to ally themselves with whichever party offers them better protection. 
Until the rise to power of the Qashyai, this policy has led them to side with the 
Goverument, but sitce the decay of the latter's power, the tendency has heen for 
the Mamaseani to reach agreement firstly with the Boir Ahmedi (whom they: 
fear most), and secondly with the Qashgai, The tribe is divided into four sections, 
each governed by 4 Kalentar, of whom the most powerful is Husain Quli, who 
‘was exiled with Nasit Qashgai and Abdollah of the Boir Ambedi. An important 
Glement in the Marhassani politics is the land claims, -A certain Bushire merchant 
Shtained rights over thir lands sote fifty years ago, and is now elaiming owner- 
Ship of nearly the whole. His claims have, in the past, been supported 
Persian Government, and the present Government appears to be following the 
‘ame path, Tn consequence, the Mamassani have additional eause to be estranged 
from the Government. 


Khamseh, (Rough population 85,000.) 

‘This tribe of mixed Turkish and Arab origins is now partly nomadic and 
partly sedentarised. Tt is split up into a number of sections and has now no 
Prominent, local leader, Tts traditional bead, Qawam ul Mulk, bas for many 
Pears lived in Tehran, and his present anthority over the tribe is open to argument 
‘Thus, although the tribe has some arms, it 16 of little political importance save 
that the Basiri section flirt with the Qashgat 


Boir Ahmedi. (Rough population 30,000.) 

Economically it is the most distressed tribe of Fars, partly due to its 
‘own fecklessness and partly owing to the exactions of Government officials. By 
ther tribes it is held up as an example of the evils of submission to Government. 
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‘The territory of this tribe is not situated in modern. Fat account 
“ bat. 
‘ts alliance with the Qashgai it plays a promiveat part in Ears politics. ‘Although 
Gf Purely Persian origin, it is the most feared tribe of South Persia. Raiders 
from this tribe range far into settled territory in purauit of loot, and are 
rerny Roneesing ® considerable stock of modern arms. They have never been 
ly we Persian Gover ontacts 
ro cn Persian Coverament, and British contacts with them 
‘he Boir Ahmedi are mainly nomadic, though the range of mij is 
as their county comprises both the warm foothills and a'portcn‘of the Fosse 
patean itself. In its winter quarters the tribe is very clase to the oil elds at 
7, traditionally, the tribe is divided into warring facti K 
Zanghampur, since hin return from exile in Tehran, has heen hie eee 
uborisy over most of the tribe. ‘This fact, together with the agreement. with 
Nasir Khan to unite to resist disarmamer 0 
tmost important political factor in South Persia MAK these two tribes the 


N.B-—The population figures given are the 
1 gues, as no satiate are available" ‘n* Pt obtainable, bat they are only 





(IE 8508/42/34) No. 29, 


0 Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Bilen.—(Receieed 20th Jiene,) 

fajesty's representative presents his compliments 6 
Principal Secretary of State for Fortign Affaire and has the bunou wo tease 
hetowith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 23 for the period of the Sth to the 
11th June, 1944, compiled hy the military attaché ta this legation, 


Tehran, 12th June, 1944, 


Gai Enolosure in No. 29, 


Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 88 for the Pevioil the th June 
the With Sune, iad Y Reed Se seh 4 


Political. cea APR 
THE Court of Cassation came to a decision with 1 

case of Reza Afshar, the Governor-General of Tefahan, eyewash ef 

been the cause of an interpellation of the Government—see Summary No. 20, 

1044, paragraph 1. The decision was that his previous conviction debarred him 

from being’ appointed toa Government post. He will now be recalled from 
2. Certain of the Deputies from Azerbaijan, not includi 

favoured by the Russians, have combined with the’ oacerst grceb Somes 

coer ‘@ new group called Liberty, which will now have a membership of about 

Economic. 


3. ‘The sugar ration, in theo ilable 
increted fom 400 16 00 grammes por head per month, | PR 1 fo be 


Persian Forces, 


4. The statements made by Dr. Millspangh in his interview to the 
Sis Summary No. 22 1944, paragraph &—called forth reply from the Sinister 
‘of War, which was also published in the press. ‘The Minister pertinently asks 
what justification had Dr. Millspaugh, an employee of the Persian Government, 
for discussing in the press the affairs of the army and gendarmerie, and. for 
¢reating public anxiety by his criticisms. ‘The Government was well aware of the 
need for army reform, but would it not have been better if Dr. Mill had 
consulted General Ridley before making his strictures. He had said that the 


208, 


army was unnecessary and that the money spent on it could more usefully be used 
for agriculture, education and hygiene ‘That was a matter for the Persian 
Government to decide, but did Dr. Millspangh think that anything could be 
done unless the army established and. maintained sicurity! Would not 
Millepangh do better to look: to his own departmentat |The Price Stabilisation 
section alone cost millions of rials and had done nothing to reduce prices, Th 
high cost of the army was entirely due to the bad administration of the country's 
finances and economy 

5, A Cabinet meeting has been held to consider the budgets of the ar 
the gendarmerie and the police. Tn addition to the Ministers it was attended by 
the Chief of Staff, General Ridley, Colonel Schwarzkopf and Dr. Millspaugh. 
General Ridley and Colonel Schwarzkopf justified the budgets they had prepared, 
Dr. Millspangh said he had calculated the maximum revenue of the country for 
the current year at approximately 4,000 million rials, and that he could not 
‘consider allotting to the three security forces more than 40 per cent. of the total 
reventie—between 1,500 and 1,600 million rials, He left it to the Government to 
decide bow the amount should be distributed between the threo forces, ‘The 
budget for the army amounts to over 1,500 million rials for 90,000 men, of the 
gendarmerie to 600 million rials for 28,000 men, and of the police for 10,000 men 
to 300 million rials. Dr. Millspaugh suggested that. they should cach have 
approximately the amount allotted last year, that is 1,000 raillion for the army, 
$300 million for the gendarmerie and 200 million for the police. This would entail 
the reduction of the army to 60,000 men and of the gendarmerie to 14,0X) sen, 

‘The Persian Government has been informed that fifteen Anson. aircraft, 

are being provided by His Majesty's Government in replacement of Mohawk 

fireraft taken over by the Royal Air Force in 1941, will shortly be ayailablo in 
Mideast for delivery to the Persian Air Force. ‘Three Dominie aircraft will ale 
shortly bo delivered for the Persian Ministry of Posts and Tolegraphe. 


Appointments—Military, 
7. Army— ; 
(i) Sarhiang Khodadad to command the 8th (Khorassan) Division 
(ii) Sarhang Mir Aslani to command the Mechanised Brigade. 


Sartip Muhsin Diba to be Director of Artillery. 
Sartip Alsi tobe an Ingpectr in the Minitxy of War. 
(¥) Sarhang Dadvar to be Chief of the Army Finance Department. 
(vi) Sarhang Taryan tobe Assistant Chief of the Army Finance Depart 
‘ment 
Gendarmerie 
(vii) Sartip Mahmoud Khosrow Pahah to be Chief of the Gendarmerie, 
vice Sartip Setvavi, resigned. 


Internal Security, 
Kerman. 

&. When in October last (sce Summary No, 13, 1944, paragraph 11) 
operations against the Buchakcht tribe of the Sirjan district resulted in the 
surrender of old Hussein Khan and Jater of his son, Akbar Khan Shiyapur, the 
other Buchakchi brigand, Murad Ali Murad, remained at large with a band of 
followers. Operations are now being carried out by two battalions of the 
Tth (Kerman) Division to round these up. 


Pars. 
9. A small operation was successfully carried out against the Khans of 
Liravi (north of Bashire on the Gulf Coast) for the purpose of obliging. these 
hans to surrender grain they had undertaken to supply—see Summary No: 20, 
1944, paragraph 12. A column, 180 strong, from Shiraz occupied Hisar (half- 
way between Canaveh and Bandar Dilain), whereupon the prinotpal Liravi Khan, 
Muhammad Ali, fled. ‘The grain is being transported to Bushire and the column 
is being withdrawn, 

Bakhtiari, aot 

10, A number of Bakhtiaris gathered in the village of Buldaji for 1 

ail ‘of making « concerted vint against Mortera Quii Khan, 
the Governor of Bakhtiari” There Tr iitle debt tha they woe iotigntd by the 
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other senior khans, who are working up opposition ti Morteza Quli—see Summary 
No. 21, 1044, paragraph T1—and it was suspected that the teal porpose of the 
gathering was to organise restistance. Consequently, a battalion of troops from 
isfuhan rounded up the village. -The dissident khans, who inchided some of the 
minor khans who had supported Abul Qasim in his brief career asa rebel, 
surrendered without opposition and were taken to Isfahan. Some thirty rifles 
‘were recovered, of whieh fifteen were Brno rifles which had been captured from 
Government forces 
11. It is intended shortly to initiate operations for the disarmament of 
certain sections of the Chahar Lang Memivand Bakhtiari in the area north-west 
of Faridan, including the Fuladvand, the Zillaki, the Hividi, who are believed 
to have beed responsible for the murder af Mr, Harris—see Sunimary No. $2, 1942, 
paragraph 11—and the retainers of Khajch Mehdi Quli Moghui. A column of 
‘aguadron of cavalry and two companies of infantry will operate from Ali Gudar 
and two battalions of the Isfahan Division from Faridan. 


Russian A fairs, 


12. His Majes 
parently a clear pol 


Conaullate-General, 
fervent propagators af the expansion of Russian inluctn 

13. Tho operations of the Russian survey parties, which were reported in 
Summary No, 1, 1044 paragraph 11, have now extended to the Kali shut iver 

between Turbat i Haidari and Juimand) and to the hills south-west of Khaf 
T.A1.G (1941)-N.1979), Tt is reported that geological survey, with a view to the 
location of oil, forma part of the work of these survey partion 

14 A certain Sheikh Hussein Lenkorani is standing for election for the 
constituency of Ardebil in Eastern Azerbaijan. He is a notorious intriguer, 
agitator ind mob orator frequently used by the Shah to work up disturbances 
‘and demonstrations, und recently particularly to fan the agitation against 
Seyyid Zia, Tt is noteworthy that his candidature is supported not only by the 
Shiah, but strongly by the Russians 

15, An extra assistant military attaché, Licutenant-Colonel Ivanov, has 
arrived to join the staff of the Soviet Military Attaché. 

16. ‘The Russians persist in their refusal to allow the Persian Government 
to locate a regiment of infantry in the Mahatad district of Azerbaijan, ax they 
Ihave long wished to do, although they are willing to agree to a maximum of a 
battalion of 800. 


Yugoslae A fairs, 

17. A certain Colonel Mistrovitch is now in Tehran recruiting for 

Marshal ‘Tito among Yugoslavs resident in Persia, He works in the Soviet 

Consulate and has $0 far recruited some fifty-sixty men, whom he is to take to 

Russia, Colonel Lozitch, who was Yogoslay Military Attaché in Moscow until 

he declared for Tito is ho here, accompanied by a youth whom he introduced 
as Tito's son, 


American Affairs. 


18. A Deputy, Dr. Shafag, spoke at some length in the Majlis in eulogy of 
Aislin Asean wad Auerbiek eeees io Pere: The Saal prescott 
‘object of allaying the irritation that might reasonably be expected to have been 
caused to the American Embassy and the American Government by the scandalous 
attacks on the American advisers. Among the reasons for which Persia would 
be eternally grateful to America, he said, were the services of American 
educationalists and of Morgan Shuster and Dr. Millspaugh during his previous 
engagement with the Persian Government, and American support of Persia at 
the Conference after the Inst war. 


Tehran, 1th June, 1044. 
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[E 9766/429/34) No. 30. 
Sir Re Billard to Mr. Biden (Received 211k Tune) 
(No. 255, 5 
HIS Majesty's tative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign AGtairs, and has tbe bsnonyta\tranesiit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 34 for the period of the 12th to 
Sth June, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this Iegation 


Tehran, 19th June, 1944. 


Enclosure in No, 30, 
(Secret) 
Military Attaché's Inteltigerice Summary No. 24 for the Period 
=f 120k 18th June, 104, 


Political, Persian Affairs. 

THE Primo Ministor, asked in the Majlis whether hhe had yet come to a 
decision regarding the future of Dr. Millspangh, reptied that he hoped to bring 
ahont amicably a change in: the methods and in the financial and economio policy 
of Dr. Millspangh that would be more suitable to the needs of the country and 
the wishes of the people. The Government accepted full responsibility, and the 
Majlis could rest assured that they would maintain direct and full control over 
the finance and economy of the country without delegating any of their responsi: 
bility to foreign advisers. While appreciative of the services of the American 
advisers, the Government was also aware of their shortcomings, Employees of 
the Government, whether Persian or foreign, who failed to give satisfactory 
service would be dismissed. z 

2 ‘Three months of the current financial year have passed withont the 
budget having been presented to the Majlis. -Afl administrations are short of 
fands for the payment of salaries and corrent expenses. The Deputies are 
beginning to show impatience at the delay in presenting the budget, 
Keonomic. 

3. The reopening of the Western front in Europe has brought about a fall 
in wholesale prices, merchants fearing that the end of the war may find them with 
heavy stocks on hand. 


A ppointments—Cicil. 
4.—{i) Hashim Mukarram Nurzad to be Persian Consul-Genoral at Istanbul, 
(ii) Ismail Babadur to be Governor of Maragheh. 
Abbas Ferouhar to be Persian Chargé d'Affaires with the Greek 
Government in Cairo, 
egulit),Vahid Tanakabuni to be Under-Seoretary of State nthe Ministry of 
Iucation. 
(¥) Dr, Nakhai to he Under-Secretary of State to the Prime Minister. 


Persian Forces. 
Appointments—Military, 
5._Sartip Muhammad Bagir Amir Nizami to bo an additional Deputy Chief 
of the Staff. 
British Affairs, 
6. Thefts of British military telephone and telegraph wire, which, on 
account of its high value and the difficulty of its protection, has always been an 
ttraction to Persian thieves, recently reached alarming proportions. The police 
and the gendarmerie, even if they had had the goodwil the numbers and 
the mobility to give any elective protection, so responsibility for certain defined 
lengths of the Line has now been assumed by the Persian army. 


American Affairs. 
7. A Bill has been passed by the Majlis with double urgency authorising 


the transfer to the American Embassy in Tehran of the ownership of 22,000 square 
metres of land in the vicinity of the American camp near Tehran, to be nsed as a 


‘cemetery. 
Tehran, 18th June, 1944. 
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CHAPTER V.—SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(2211/23/80) No. 81. 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary, No. 108, Syria and the Lebanon, 
2nd March, 1944—(Received in Foreign Office, W1th April) 


(Seoret.) 


1. General. 

HIS Majesty's Minister and the G.O.C., Ninth Army, have discussed 
with the Syrian President and, Prime, Minister the revised paper regarding 
military security and the transfer of the native levies. On the security issue 
the Syrians were reluctant to commit themselves and it is now for the French 
to produce a draft based on our amended paper, and to negotiate with the 
Syrians on that basis. Considerable progress, however, was made regarding 
the transfer of the levies. The result of russions made it clear that this 
question should be dealt with. first, and, the President and Prime 
though on tour, have agreed to invite the French to Lattakia to discuss it 
Syrian Government are anxions to avoid further delay, as there is an increasing 
tendency to blame the Government for th 


8, Syria-Damaseus, 

‘Tho Ministers for Foreign Affairs and of Finaice have not yet returned, 
the delay in their departure from Riyadh being caused, according to the Syrian 
Forvign Oftice, by the indisposition of Jamil Mardam. Lut Haflar, the Minister 
of the Interior, is till in Jerusalem. 

‘The Prosident of the Republic left Damascus on the 16th March for 
tour. Ho was accompanied by the President of the Chamber of Deputies, the 
Prime Minister, and by the Chiof Secretary of Government (Dr, Najib Bey 
Amanasi), Dr. Sbakib Jabei (Director of the Press Bureau) and various other 
‘ficial 

‘The Prime Minister left the President's party at Home and returned to 
Damascus on account of a riot which had started at a Syro-Tragi football match 
on the 16th, ‘The encroachment of the erowd on to the feotkall ground had led 
to an attack on a policeman by three soldiers of the Bataillous de Levant, and 
4 scuffle ensued, in which one BdL. sergeant and one soldier lost their lives 
‘There were upwards of twenty civilian casualties, one fatal 

‘On Friday, the 17th, the town remained calm, but a demonstration took place 
outside the Sérail and there was much shouting of "down with the French ” 
and demands for the immediate transfer of the army. On the following day, 
demonstrations continued, and stones were thrown at a French soldiers’ club. 
A French military ambulance was stoned, overturned by the crowd and burnt, 
‘and all French signs on shops have been removed or obliterated. 

he Prime Minister has stated that General Beynet, when he paid his official 
call, assured him that he had come as General Catroux's choice and would do 
Al could to facilitate the hnading over of the powers so ardently desired by 

he Syrians. ¥ 

\coonding to the Minister of Justice, as a result of an exchange of 
correspondence with the French, the courts hitherto known as Mixed Tribunals 
Will in future be designated ‘* Courts dealing with matters affecting foreismers.” 
The subclone” powers have bee lined to techalcal judicial questions 
only, while the Minister reserves the right of judicial supervision, 
Spin Se ight of ji pe transfers and 

ir. Kazem Daghestani bas been appointed Director of Défense Passif, 
lately ceded by the French, for the Southemn area, with Damascus a4 centre, while 
Sayed Zeki Baqi has been similarly appointed forthe Northern area, with Aleppo 

entre. 

‘A successfal three-day display bas been given by the Royal Air Force und 
the patronage of the President of the Republic, On the second day there a 
foe, 70.0 spectators, and, in the evening, at a performance of the ‘lm 

pitfire, fez of Damascus annous iat donations equiv: 
the cost of eight Spitfires hiad been received. <—e 


5. Homs and Hama. 

The President of the Republic, party, 
Selemie, and there were appropriate receptions, dinners and speeches. 
appears that the President made many promises He spoke of a new era, and 
said that the army would soon be in the hands of the people. Some diappint- 
ment was caused by the absence of any reference to the serious problem of the 
hhigh cost of living. 

‘The enthusiasm shown during the visit was moderate; Nationalists from the 
towns were sincere in their applause, but few-country people took any interes. 

On the day after the President left, some students in Home staged an anti- 
French demonstration outside the Sérail in sympathy, they said, with “their 
comrades in Damascus.” There have heen no further developments. 


11, The Lebanon. 

‘The settlement of the fate of Emil Eddé has again been postponed to the 
next seasion of the Chamber, which is expected to take place early next week. 

Tt was reported in the press on the 21st March that a Bill was to be tabled 
that day providing for substantial, increases in the salaries of Government 
‘employees, but the question was not in the end debated. It is feared that such 
increases, especially if they should be extended to commercial and industrial 
‘employees, would materially contribute to inflation, and the Lebanese Govern. 
tent have been urged to reconsider their proposal 

Rashid Mokaddem (eee Weekly Sunmary No. 72 of 1948), whose health has 
been growing steadily worse for some time, was brought back to the Lebanon 
from his place of confinement in Cyprus on the 21st March und died in hoxpital 
in Tripoli on the following day. 

Signs of trouble have been reported in the Chekka cement works, where 
a laviyer, who has a grudge against the company, has been exhorting. the workers 
to strike for a programme of improved conditions. The workers are not on 
strike, however, and have apparently not shown much enthnsiaxm for the 
programme, 

. . . . . . 


‘(B 2396/23/80) No, 32. 


Ratrcte from Weekly Political Sumiary No, 10%, Secoat, Syria and the Lebaaon, 


20th March, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Office 


1 General. 

Political interest in the Lebanon continues to contre on the question whether 
the Government will proceed with the motion for unseating Euil Edd 
‘22nd March it that they would, having secured the support of 
number of Deputies. The Fresich appear to have committed the error of inter 
ing directly on Eddé’s behalf with the Lebanese Government. General Beynet 
has also seen a number of Deputies in an attempt to persuade them to oppose the 
Government's motion. The first result of this was that Riad Sulh informed 
M.Chataigneau, who had been sent to him by Geveral Beynet, that this French 
intervention in a purely internal matter was most unwelcome, He pointed out 
that as the French bad shot Pucheu they had_no grounds for objecting to the 
Lobanese dealing in a much milder way with a traitor. The French also 
interyened with the Maronite Patriarch, who wrote to the President urging that 
Eddé should not be expelled from the Chamber. Riad Sulh called on the 
Patriarch and persuaded him to withdraw his opposition, Count Ostrorog again 
intervened, in General Beynet's name, with members of the Goyernment with the 
same result. The consequence of these interventions his been to cryatallise opinion 
in favour of strong action against Eddé Realising this, the French changed 
their tactics and on the morning of the day the motion was to be voted upon, 
offered to obtain Eddé’s resignation, failing which, by next Friday, they will 
wash their hands of the whole busines.) This is the position at the moment It 
‘Seems quite possible that if the French fail to obtain Eddé's resignation and the 
Gorerament' do not move the motion on Friday, it will be moved by private 
members and may result in a vote of no confidence in the Government, 
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The recent minor disturbances in Damascus have provided an indication of 
the urgent desite of the Syrians to realise their promised andependence, which 
‘means to them not ouly the transfer of certain attributions but the visual removal 
of French control and the formation of an army. ‘The Government have lost in 
popularity aud their bold on the people has visibly diminished owing to the lon 
drawn-out negotiations on the transfer of powers. General Beynet and the Syrian 
Prime Minister deserve, however, great credit for the reasonable and under- 
standing way in which they have dealt with a very difficult situation. They have 
both refused to adopt intransigent attitudes, although hard pressed by thir 
own extremists. 


2 Wheat, 
‘Total purchases during the period from the 20th March to 28rd March were 
454 tons, a daily average of 121 tons. 


3 Syeia-Damaseus, 
‘The disturbances reported in last week's summary were followed by seven 
days of outward calm. ‘The Director-General of Police, who had complained to 
the Prime Minister that bis task in inaiutaining order was thade toro dificult. by 
the provocative attitude of certain of the Troupes Spéciales, later, on the latter's 
instructions, told his comusissaires that the result of the enquiry showed that the 
Fronch were in no way to blame for the disturbance on the football field, and 
that everything possible whould be done to restore good relations between the 
police and the Trouper Spéctales, who would. soon become the Syrian National 
Army. It appears to haye been successful in calming the police, who were 
naturally feoling vory sore at the way they had been treated on the 16th March 

‘The Prime Minister, in his talks with General Beynet, went to the unusual 
length of refraining from laying the blame of the disturbances where it belonged 
for the sake of maintaining good relations. ‘The French delegate also displayed 
& very conciliatory spirit and did uot take up, ax he well might have, two 
particulary unpleasant incidents involving the Franch fog i 
tricolour was hauled down by the mob, and in another was dragged along the 
streets with old shoes fastened to it and trampled upon, 

Tt in true that Fronch subordinate commanders in one and possibly two more 
distant posis, when they heard of the disturbances in Damascus, hauled down 
the Syrian flag and substituted the French, but these incidents were not mentioned 
by tho Syrian Prime Minister either, i 

On the 26th students and townkmen tried to force a shopkeepers” strike, 
but the Government, anticipating some such movement, took measures to stop 
the demonstrations.."'Tho Prime Minister, who had left earlier in the week for 
Aleppo, returned to take charge. 

Te appears that the recent state of tension had been exploited by. epponenta 
of the Government and of the bee, and that the intended. strike Wag to have 
heen exploited by tradesmen as a demonstration against the Government's attempt 
10 enforce the Tncome Tax Lave and by the far more numerous sections of the 
public who are angered at th failure to check the rising cost of livin, 

The protocol for the transfor in principle of the Bedonin Control has been 
signod, bt the detailed agreement is still under discussion. The Government 
have appointed Nouri Thesh, a bix-game hunter, as Director of Bedouin Control 
in the Ministry of the Interior—a nomination which led one Syrian to ask whether 
the Government thought they were dealing with wild animals, 


‘4 Aleppo. 

When the President arrived on the 23rd March for hia seven days’ vieit tho 
ascenbled erode were nots lange ns had been expected, some ‘eppines holding 
the opinion that the Government have failed to produce the improvements which 
national independence requires 

In his speech at the official di ‘el tes by the Mohafez the President made 
no definite statement on the question of the Syrian army. 


6. Jebel Druze. 

‘The recent demonstrations in Damascus were imitated on a reduced scale in 
Soueida. On the 20th March a crowd, composed mainly of schoolboys, demon 
strated before the Sérail, shouting “* We want the Army.” Hussein Abd ed Din 
and Said Abou el Hussein, two Soneida lawyers, harangued them from the Sérail 
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steps, and in addition to demanding the army urged the abolition of the present 
régime of financial autonomy. ‘The crowd then dispersed, without incident. On 
the following day there was some stone-throwing, and a few shop signs bearing 
inscriptions in French were defaced. On the 22ad March there was a similar 
demonstration at Salkhad. The Mohafez and the police have very wisely 
refrained from taking any measures which might have inflamed the state of public 
opinion, and the movement has died a natu th; 

By decree of the Syrian Government, Yunis Jerbaa has been elected to the 
Post of Juge du Statut Personnel in succession to Hammoud Jerbua, who dic 
recently. The Asaali family are very disgruntled at this appointment, and ha 
been canvassing for signatures for telegrams of protest, but have met with little 
success. 


7. Aluouite Territory. 

‘The President arrived in Lattakia on the 19th March and stayed for five days, 
Ho wos well received by all communities, and on visiting each district of the 
Alnouites was met by tbe tribesiven and their leaders, with the exeption only of 
Suleiman Murshid and, Munir-el-Abbas. ‘These two were absent also from the 
official banquets, but they met the President on his arrival at Lattakia aud 
attended the reception int the Sérail. Local feeling in favour of a national army 
was much in evidence, 

During his visit to Slenfle the President received many complaints against 
Suleiman Murshid, and promived. that justice would be done: 

When the Alaouite Administrative Council met on the 25th March (see last 
week's smmary) all the counailors attended. with the exception of Munit- 
el-Ablas, 


9, Tribal 
The long-standing dispute between the Jubbour and the Shammar of Zor 
(Beddagha) is not yet settled, ‘The Contréle Bédouin evidently had uot effectively 


expelled the Feddagha to their pasturage in Traq (see summaries Nos. 98 of tho 
16th February and 100 of the Yet Murch). Sheikh Jamil Musa, lendor of the 


southern section of the Jubbour, and his son Hawash, took the law into their own 

hands on the 9th March and aitacked the Feddagha, inflicting casualties. ‘Tho 

Feddagha counter-attacked on the followin, flay, wounded Hawash and killed 
ha 


seven Jubbours. Casualties amoug the Feddagha were reported to bo fifteen 
Killed” Meizer Ata! Mohsen, chief of the Shammat of Zor, was absent in Detbae. 
siyeh, and appears to have taken no action either to support his tribesmen or to 
weitle the dispute. ‘The French authorities sent aircraft, a platoon of Meharintes 
and medical aid, 


A. The Lebanon. 


Tn the Chamber on the 27th March an Opposition Deputy tabled a snotion 
calling on the House to condemn ‘forts to make Palestine into a Jewish 
national home. The Prime Minister, in reply, welcomed the motion, recalled that 
the Government had recently strongly protested against Senator Wagner's motion 
in Congress, and declared that for twenty-five years he had opposed the idea of 
the Jewish national home in Palestine. It is believed that this statement was 
made primarily with the intention of strengthening his position before the climax 
of the Emil Eddé affair (see under "* General ” above), it was in any case received 
with considerable enthusiasm, 

At the sae siting « noiaber of Deputies moved that the President be 
empowered to declare war ou Germany and Japan and to strengthen relations 
with Soviet Rusei ‘ as 

The Lebaniese budget was at last presented to the House on the 2st March 
Tt totals £Syr. 34,099,000, an increase of about £Syr. 12 million on last year's 
badget; and to it must, it is understood, be added ir 13 million for the first 
‘year's working of the recently announced Five Years’ Plan, and the sums required 
for the workiniz of the Common, Interest services now taken over by the Lehanon. 
Ravioual defence resived a mere ESyr. 22000, thus suggesting that provision 
had been made for the acquisition of a national army beyond providing a salary 
for the Minister of Defence. ‘The receipts included &Syr. 1,100,000 to be collected 
from the war profits tax, which has not yet teen pul. into operation. “There has 
‘been considerable press criticism at the size of the budget, and on the 27th March 

(29046) rd 
























































216 


‘a Deputy strongly condemned the inadequacy of the direct taxes and the Govern- 
ment’s policy of increasing wages rather than reducing the cost of living. 

Amongst other laws recently submitted to the Chamber are (i) the long. 
awaited law for judicial reform, which reinstitutes the Court of Cassation and 
increases the number of justices of the peace; and (ii) the law on the defence of 
the State, which gives the Government powers to repress treasonable activities. It 
should be pointed oat that the unseating of Emil Eade isnot to be accomypltahed 
under this latter law, but under another law which prohibits Deputies from 
accepting public functions except in certain defined cases 

‘The Lebanese Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs are expected 
to leave at the end of this week for Bagdad, at the invitation of the Traq Govern- 
ment, and thence to proceed to Riyadh on an official visit to Ibn Saud. 

Regulations were published on the 17th March governing the entry into the 
newly constituted Lebanese Foreign Service, and it has tow been stated that 
candidates must present themselves before the 26th April. ‘The first poste will be 
be given to nomi persons; future candidates will, however, have to pasé an 
examination, the syllabus of which has been laid down. So far, despite consider. 
able lobbying, the Government has only settled one foreign diplomatic appoint 
ment, that of the present Minister of the Interior, Camille Shamoun, as Lebanese 
representative in London, They appear to have resisted a strong hint from Nahas 
Pasha that Taufiq Pasha Mufarrege, who is domiciled in Egypt, would be accept 
able as Lebanese representative in Cairo, and to have held fast to their principle 
that all their representatives must be sent from the Lebanon, 

‘Tho establishment of a ‘* National Association of Lebanese Culture has 
heen announced. It is understood to owe its inception to the Apostolic Delegate 
and Cardinal Tappouni, and to number amongst its members several promincat 
Christian Opposition Deputies. Moslems are understood to regard it with some 
suxpicion, 2 a : 3 





(EB 2300/23/89) No. 33, 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 105, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Sth April, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Office, 1th April.) 


1. Genera. 


GENERAL BEYNET made a last intervention with the Lebanese Govern- 
mont on the 20th March in favour of Emil Eddé, He suggested that the motion 
for unseating him should be Postponed inti the dist March, and stated that. in 
the meantime the French authorities would endeavour to secure his resignation 
from the Chamber, failing which they would take no further action, ‘The 
Lebanese Government , but the intervention, seems on the whole to have 
stiffened their attitude, the Prime Minister, in particular, declaring categorically 
that Eddé woald be out of the Chamber before he himself left for iyadh on the 
rill 

On the 81st March, the resignation not having heen offered, the case was at 
last brought before the Chanter dn the form of private member's motion eatin 
the Government to pass a law for his expulsion. The Prime Minister repli 
that is caso was alrendy covered by a clause inthe Electoral Law of 1994, which 

wovides for the unseating of any Deputy who accepts ‘* remunerative office "in 
Zhurch ot State. Another Deputy thereupon moved that Emil Eddé should be 
expelled, and the motion was carried, 34 Depaties voting for it, 8 being absent 
and 

Following # decision by the Lebanese Government to establish diplomatic 
tnisions in Damascus, Cairo, Bagdad, London, Algiers nnd: Weehingone the 
Lebanese eee Foreign Affairs has banded His Majesty's Minister a note 
requesting: the agrément of His Majesty's Government to the appointient of 
Camille Bey Shamoun as Minister i Landon. sie 

On the 20th March General Beynet left Beirut for Damascus, where be 

exchanged visits with the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, during which he 
reiterated his wish to facilitate the transfer of powers. ‘The Franco-Syrian 
meeting to discuss the Troupes Spéciales took place on the 3rd April, the French 
‘being ropresented hy General Beynet and Count Ostrorog. Agreement was not 
reached on the questions of comniand and technical services, and the discussions 
‘wore adjourned until the 6th April 


| 
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‘3% Syria—Damaseus. 
‘The President returned on the 80th March, having cut short his tour on 
account of bad weather. The Ministers for Foreign Affairs and of Finance have 
returned from Saudi Arabia, and the Minister of the Interior from Palestine. 
‘There have been attempts during the week by opponents of the Government 
to foment disturbances, but without success. Certain merchants of Damascus, 
while declaring: their readiness to contribute to the national exchequer, are 
expressing dissatisfaction at the Finance Department's assessments for income 
tax, and at the alleged injustices of the Ministry of Supply in the matter of 
import and export Tieences. 7 
PA few days ago the Prime Minister lost his temper with an Aleppine 
journalist who had enquired whetber it was true that he intended to resign, and 
ordered the man’s arrest. After n good deal of argument the order was cancelled, 
hut it is thought that the Prime Minister's political opponents will make the most 
of this ill-jadged and “unconstitutional " lapse, 


4, Aleppo. : 
‘During an extensive tour of the Mohafezat the President was well received 
by the publio, who were pleased to seo in him an active leader of independent 
ria. In appealing for national unity, the President was at pains to reassure 
minorities, and is considered to have increased both his popularity and his 
authority, 
"Textile prices continued to rise during the week, and the absence of w satis 
factory reply to complaints against the Government's failure to achieve a policy 
of prive control caused disappointment. 


7. Alaovite Territory. 
Tho soldier of the Trou 

sce Summary No. 109 of tho 22nd March. Dempscus 

(teesiet. “Although itis not customary to arraage for burial in th 


Spéciales Killed in the recent riot in Damascur 
), wan an. Alaonite of 
home town 
of those who die on service, the body of this soldier arrived in Massief an hour or 
$o before the time of the Syrian President's visit, Whether or not this was 
intended by those responsible to be an act of provocation, public feeling. is 
hardening in favour of the early creation of a national army. | P 

Since the President's visit the Mobafez has adopted a friendlior attitude 
towards Thrabim Kin}. who has now become a supporter of the Nationalist party 
rather than of the French. Kinj has been elected Vice-President of the Alaouite 
Administrative Council under the presidency of the Mohafez. 

News of the arrival of British troops in the Slenfle area has had a salutary 
effet upon Saleimon Murshid, who immediately telegraphed 0 the Syrian 
President claiming to be a strong supporter of ational independence and 
apologising for his absence when the President arrived in hin district. 


9, Tribal. 

‘A dispute between the Shammar Khrossa and the Agaidat threatens. to 
iuvolve the Traqi Shammar, who are reported to be gathered along the frontier 
The Agaidat and other semni-sedentary tribes—the Baggara, Wulda and Afadla~ 
fear an attack by the nomads and are resolved to stand together. ‘The British 
Political Officer at Deit-ez-Zor has ted to the Political Adviser at Mosul 
that the Iraqi Shammar should be induced to withdraw. Colonel des Essars states 
that he has sufficient forces available to deal with any emergency. The British 
military representative in East Syria, however, believes that the Freuch would 
not be sorry to see the situation deteriorate, and that they may be expected to 
favour the nomads—a policy already indicated by the behaviour of the Controle 
Bédouin Officer in the dispute between the Walia and the Fedaan reported in 

revious Summaries. There are unconfirmed but persistent reports that the 
French ure issuing arms to the Bedouin, i 
renPighting has ceaced between the Jubbour and the Feddagha (se last week's 
‘Summiary), a corridor having been established between the two tribes. 


10, Frontier. . x, 

{t the routine frontier meeting between Turkish officials and the: Oflicier 
Frontier held receoty at Kamichlie tie katmakam was present forthe first time 
‘The question of the status of the Syrian representative was not raised. 
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There has been a considerable increase in the smuggling of gold from Syria 
{nto Turkey, with a conaquent.drop in-the value of ‘Turkish. paper money in 
amichlie. 


AL The Lebanon, 

‘The Lebanese Government took police precautions against any possible 
unrest resulting from the expulsion of mil Eds from the Chamber (sce under 
“ General” above, but a the event the ease aroused little feeling except amongst 
politicians and no disturbances of any kind have occurred; indeed, the general 
feeling appears to he that the action taken, although much overdue, was justified 
and gave a welcome proof of the Governments determination to further Lebanese 
independence. The French authorities enquired next day whether the action of 
the Chamber would be followed by any repressive measures by the Government 
sgainet mil Ea, and were told in reply that this depended entirely on Fdde's 
future attitude, and in particular on whether le contioued his previous attempts 
to arouse feeling between Christians and Moslems. A letter from the Maronite 
Patriarch expressing approval of the Government's recent Anti-Treason Bill was 
published. in the press two days after the expulsion of Eddé, and was generally 
taken to imply that be endorsed it 

On the Ist April the Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs and the 
Chief of Protocol left for Damascus on their way to Bagdad and Riyadh, ‘The 
Primo Minister had previously explained to the Chamber that the object of their 
Visit was to strengthen the ties of friendship between the Lebanon and two 
important Arab countries, and was given a vote of approval. 

Discussions are still proceeding between the Government and the Beirut 
merchants regarding the War Profits Tax. ‘The Government, despairing of 
ancceeding in any attempt to collect arrears of this tax, are endeavouring to come 
to an agreoment whereby the merchants would compound for all arrears by a 
jointly guaranteed payment of &8yr.6 million; if they succeed, their intention 
is to make similar arrangements with Lebanese merchants not in Beirut, with 
foreign companies and with concessionary companie.. The amount sked from 
the Beirut morchants seems extremely small by comparison with the large profit 
which many of them are generally believed to have made, and the agreement 
ikely to be subjected to considerable criticisin om this score, but so lange 
fromm this tax has already been earmarked in advance to pay for certain items in 
tho budget, such as the Five-Year Plan, that the Government are obliged to resort 
to every available means of collecting funds, Attempts are at last being made to 
compel merchants to keep proper books, in pursuance of the recently. promulgated 
Code de Commerce, and the imposition of an income tax, based on the Palestine 
model, is envisaged ax soon as the merchants have been brought into line. 

'X question was asked in the Chamber on the 28th March on the Government's 

is amending the Constitution to abolish ite confessional banix, 
‘Tho Prime Minister replied that the Government were prepared lo consider this 
‘when all Deputies were agreed on its desirability. . The question is ove on which 
the country could easily become divided into two sharply opposing factions, the 
better and more progressive elements realising that the amendment is a 
‘essential preliminary to the establishment of an efficient administration and a 
United Lebanon, whilst clerical and other reactionary circles see in it a fatal blow 
to the continiwtice of their prestige and influence. Tt is known that the Govern 
ment are convinced that the issue cantot. safely be raised so long as their ows 
Position and the independence of the country as a whole are (at least in their 
pinion) still threatened by French intrigue. 





[E 2451/23/89) No. 34 
Spears to Mr. Eden—(Received 22nd April.) 


(No. 80.) 
Sir, Beirut, 12th April, 1944. 

I HAVE the honoar to report that on the 3tst March the Lebanese Govern- 
ment expelled M. Emil Eddé from the Chamber of Depaties for his action in 
Accepting office from the French after the putseh of the 11th November last 

Edd@ has been widely regarded as a traitor to the canse of Lebanese 
independence ever since the events of November, but the Government did not, 
unei a few day ay, fealsuficiently ware to take action agains hin. Their 
hesitation seems to have been due mainly to the President of the Council, who is 


always extremely sensitive to any current which might threaten his position, and 
who feared, not without good reason, that, in taking action against Eddé, he 
‘would have to reckon with the Grand Sérail. 

‘The French, on their side, naturally made the most of this nervousuess. As 
soon a it appeared that the Government had secured «postive promise of 
support from a safe majority of Deputies, they expressed their disapproval of 
‘any sanctions being taken against Eddé hy every. possible means, including a 
personal intervention on the part of the Délgué Général himself, and a letter 
hich the Maronite Patriaret was persuaded to address to the President of the 

spublic, 

At the last moment, however, and after the debate in the Chamber had been 
festponed more than once, the French appear to have wavered; and the Maronite 

"atriatch having been won over by the Government no further serious opposition 
wae to be fenred- On the Sist March, therefore, 2; suotion, was debated, and 
carried by a large majority, excluding Eddé from the Chamber on the grounds 
that he liad, by taking office on the 11th November, violated article 26 of the 
Electoral Law of the 2nd January, 1934, prohibiting Deputies from accepting 
remunerative posts in Church or State. 

After the debate the Government took certain police precautions, especially 
in Eddé’s district of Mount Lebanon. So far, however, there have been no signs 
of trouble and, on the whole, the position of the Government seems to have been 
strengthened by their decisive, if tardy, action. 

um suing copes of this despatch tothe Minister Resident in the Middle 
Hast and to the Onited Kingdom representative to the F.N.C.L 


(B 2450/23/89) 


Estracts from Weekly Political Summary, Secret, No. W6—Syria and. the 
Lebanon, 12th April, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Offer, 2nd A pril,) 


1. General, 


but for reasons of prestige and "face they greatly prefer this roundabout 
method to the alternative of thomsctves handing it back direct ) Ata subveqnent 
tmecting betwee the Syrian authorities and His Majesty's Minister, tho hare 
raised by the Minister of Defence was daly dealt with, But as an impasse had 
already been reached with the French, a new formula was proposed in an 
endeavour to reconcile the two points of view. The essence of this is that the 
Syrian Government should, in. fact, hand back their army direct to the French 
‘command; but should emphasise that they do so as a contribution to the war 
effort of ‘the United Nations as a, whole, and at the express wish of the 
Commander-in-chief, Middle East. The Syrians promised to consider this 
fGzmale further and hoped that by, adopting ry wil alto bidge 

‘A revised version of the British minimum military req in regard 
to_the transfer of certain powers (Serials I and III, “* Operations” “and 
* Security "), has now been handed to both Syrian and Lebanese Governments, 

‘There is evidence of the continued arrival of numerous French officers from 
North Africa and other French possessions Many of these newcomers are of 
fan undesirable character, and their presence is bitterly resented by the better 
French elements, 


. . . . . 
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8. Syria-Damaseus. 

There haw been some speculation during the week as to the possible fall of 
the Government, and there are signs of increasing popular opposition to the 
Nationalist faction. Lutfi Halfar, the Minister of the Paterion, bas feturned to 
Damaseus, but not, apparently, to his office. This is due partly to ill-health, 
but also to unwillingness to co-operate with the Prime Minister. 

There has beew a difference of opinion between the Prime Minister and the 

ister of Finance, Before the departure of the Syrian delegation to Riyadh 
in February, the Minister of Finance had stipulated that he should be appointed 
chairman of the Syrian Commission of the Supreme Coaneil of Common 
Interests, and a draft decree was prepared to that effect. When he found on 
his return that the appointment had been given to Sayed Thsan el-Sherif be 
complained to the Prime Minister and spoke of resigning. The affair has been 
settled satisfactorily, but there remains a lack of harmony among members of 
the Government. ‘The Prime Minister realises the importance to the Govern- 
‘ment of maintaining unity tuntil the negotiations with the French for the transfer 
of powers are concluded. 

rear President of the Republic has heen taken seriously ill with duodenal 
leer. 
. . . . . 


9% Tribal, 
Following « request made by the political officer at Deir ex-Zor-to the 
litical adviser at Mowut, Sheikh Stuq 6} Ajit of the Traqi Shammar has come 
rom Tray to negotiate with the Agnidat, thus avoiding what mi 
have been a serious clash (see last week's Summary). A tribal eonference 
been arranged. 

‘The Fedaan. have hopes of arranging a tribal conference at Palmyra under 
the auspices of French Bedouin control officers to settle their disputes with the 
Wolda and Afadia. ‘The intention of the Emir Mujhim is doubtless to under 
mine the prestige of the Mohafez of Euphrates, whose committee he refused 
to accept (te¢ Suimmary No, 103 of the 22nd March). The Syrian Prime Minister 
in taking steps to ensure that any such conference will be held under the 
authority of the Mobafez, 


. . . . o 


1. Tho Lebanon. 

‘Thero has been ho further repercussions of the expulsion of Emil Eddé 
from the Chamber, apart from muttered threats from his remaining followers 
in the Mont Liban. 'The Easter holidays, a¥ tieual, caused an almost completo 
sutpenson of both Government business and political activity, and the country 
6 quiet. 

‘Nominations for the’three bye-elections to be held on the 28rd April must 
bo in by 13th April, So fur, three names have been mentioned as candidates 
for the one vacant seat in North Lebanon, one of whom is strongly backed by 
tho President and is therefore @ strong favourite. As regards the two seats 
in Mount Lebanon, the Government have two candidates (both of them politically 
sound but of doubtful moral character), and the main interest centres en whether 
Taufiq Awad will stand against them. In any case, the Government's: powers 
tare likely to prove adequate to ensure the return of their own men. 

Criticism of the Government is at present directed chiefly against their 
audministrative extravagance and their failure to preiuce a plan of fiscal reform 
‘To meet this latter charge, Camille Shamoun, the Acting Minister of Finance, 
hhas granted an interview to the press and has explained the Government's ideas 
fas regards the imposition of increased direct taxation, including income tax. 
‘This appears to ave been well received, although one opposition’ newspaper 
comments that such measures, however desirable, will be difficult to get past 
‘a Chamber composed for the greater part of property-holders and merchants, 


. . . . . 
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[B 2495/706/65) No. 36. 
Sir E. Spears to Mr. Eden—{Received 24th April.) 


: Beirut, Sth April, 1944. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 165 of the 30th March, I have the 
honour to submit the following report on the origin, coustitution and powers 
of the Supreme Supply Couneil and its dependent Advisory Boards 
2 The following Advisory Boards have been set’ up and are already 
functioning — 
Joint Medical Advisory Board. 
Agricultural Advisory Board. 
sport Advisory Board. 
Joint Paper Advisory Board. 
Joint Textile Advisory Board. 
Joint Iron and Steel “Advisory Board. 


3. Appendix A contains liste of commodities upon which each board is 
competent to advise. 

{The formation of a Miscellancons Commodities Advisory Hoard has 
been agreed upott, but the board bas not yet held its first meeting, ‘This bowrd 
will deal with all the commodities not already covered by the other boardé 
(Appendix A 5). 

(Prema wot of all of the beards ix co-ordinated by a Joint Supply Council 

6 Although the sotting-up of the Joint Medical Advisory Bonrd wax 

‘ally. opposed by the French, it was finally agreed upon, ‘and the first 
meeting was held un the 4th October, 1943. 
7 delay in setting-up this: board did not result in. the holding back 
¢ medical supplies since the bulk indent had been pasval to M-S.C. several 
tmonths before agreement was finally reached. At that timo the loval Govern 
nents distrusted the Office Pharmaceutique, which had been set. up by the French 
for the control of the import and distribution of medical supplies, and had 
litue confidence in its integrity. Although we held the sane view as the Jocal 
Jidered inadvisable to retard. the progress of 


of essential mupplics 


roferred to in. my items itported ty the 


which 


that the 
Tn this connexion, 
lggeam No, 871 of the 


‘0, ‘The machinery for screening and passing on import licences functioned 
in a completely normal manner at the time of M, Massigli's letter of the 
{7th January, 1944, and the Commission Supérieure du Ravitaillement was still 


meeting at that time. H 
10. The Joint Supply Council 
for the co-ordination of the work of 


nated in the necessity for a venir board 
ras set 1p 


we ving vest Jocal Governments. 
Powers tang to repay. On ‘of five members, one Syrian, 


The Joint Supply Council, is com ffi 
cone Lebanese. que French, one American “om oo British, the Frendh Aniecan 
soe ‘Tiritich members being advisers to the Syrian and Lebanese members. The 


Hecree which created the Joint Supply Council and defines its powers is attached 


de Guerre continues to function, though. the 
%o.various imports have been removed, 
soe Governments in joint agreement. We have not taken any part. in the 
ats comcorain the ia Site ieee ‘of the Office Economique de 
and have not been invited to do so. ar ai 
=e E. L. SPEARS. 
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[B 2542/23/89) No. 37. 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 102, Syria and the Lebanon, 
19th April, 1944—(Received in Foreign Office, Ist May.) 


(Becret,) 


1, General, 


IN view of the Syrian President's illness, no further discussions have taken 
place between the Syrians and the French concerning the transfer of powers. It 
8 evident from the general expression of sympathy towards the President, 
particularly in those parts of Syria which be visited recently, that the present 
Government, with which he has become #0 closely identified, Owes much’ to hi 
personality.” 

‘The help given by the Ninth Army, who immediately provided’ medical 
‘Biialats WHA blood transfusion apparatns. has been most gratefully acknow- 
ledged by the Syrian authorities, and has had an excellent propaganda effect. Tt 
is generally believed, and probably with reason, that without this help the 
President would have died 

ie Lebanese President has received a telegram from Ibn Saud, despatched 
the day after the Lebanese delegation had reached Riyadh, manboen hie 
decision to recognise the independence of the Lebanon 


2 Wheat, 
. . . . . 
Recent rains have Improved the prospect of « good harvest 


8. Syria—Damasous 
Speculation continues as to how the Government will face the 
Parliament 00 the ¥2nd April. 1 
the Ministers of Interior, Public 
it in thonght possible that Dej 
in view of the President's il 


8. Buphrates and Jexireh, 
Euphrates—There is at present a lack of confidence both in the local 
administration and in the Central Government. The Mohafez feels that he may 
be removed in favour of a member of the Nationalist bloc. He has been criticised 
ax being weak, but his task is made more difficult by the lack of public spirit 
‘rites, 
period of adjustment following the transfer of the Bedouin Control to 
thority presents many difficulties to a Mohafez, whose duty it must be 
ice the tribal sheikhs to accept: that authority at the outset, and it is 
natural that French officers, while executive power remains in their hands, should 
tend to iguore the local Government representative. For instance, the two 
Mohafezes were given full scope to preside at the Shammar-Agaidat conference, 
but when Capitaine Briaux, the French Bedouin Control Inspector, though acting 
under the authority of the Minister of the Interior, arranged the Eedaan-Wul 
conference at Aleppo and appointed himelf as President, he did so against the 
expressed wishes of the Mobafez of the Euphrates. It was subsequently decided 
that the Emir Shayeah of the Muwali should he President. ‘Suc problems will 
contintie to exist until the respective responsibilities of the Syrian authorities, 
the Bedouin Control and the French Military Commander are more clearly defined. 
Prospects for the harvest are good, and itis unlikely that there will be any 
serious disturbance in East Syria while Allied troops remain in the area. 





There has been an outbreak of typhus on both banks of the Euphrates 
between Deir ex-Zor and Abu Kemal jan Health authorities, assisted 
by the British, are taking active measures 


Jezireh.—No detailed reports received 


10. Frontier. 

In recent weeks there have been cases of Turkish guards taking men and 
flocks from the Syrian side of the frontier in areas near Aleppo. Clashes have 
been avoided and on two occasions restitution has been made on the demand. of 
British units or of the French Frontier Officer. 


M. The Lebanon. 
Nominations for the three by-elections which are to take place on 23rd April 
were received up till 13th April, There appear to be three serious can 
for the North Lebanon vacancy and four for the two Mount Lebanon vacancies 
The Government are strongly backing one candidato for each seat, and, with 
the means at their disposal, are expected to ensure their election. Little interest 
89 far been displayed by the population, None of the candidates is of high 
standing, and two in Mount Lebanon are of particularly low moral character, #0 
that in any case the level of the Chamber will not be raised by the result, The 
tonal complaints of French intervention, so far quite unsubstantiated, have boon 
reveived from North Lebanon 
‘The Government's attempts to compound with the Beirut. merchants 
rogard to the payment of arrears of War Profits Tax have come tow standati 
te wos generally expected. “The Budget ie sul being slowly examined, but is not 
expected to be ready before next month at the eafliet, The other taxation 
‘measures are atill boing studied, but there appears to be ho intention of putting 
them into force before next yea 
The Lebanese Government. have formed a large committee, composed of 
representatives of all communities and of the principal commercial associations, 
ct funds for the purchase of Spitfire aircraft for the R.A.F. 
¢ Lebanese Ministor of the Interior has protested unolfically to the French 
sainst their action in establishing, of proposing to establish, a number of new 
Siireté posts in the Bekaa and South Lebanon, on the grounds that these poste aro 
not needed for purpoms of military security and that their establishment in 
provocative. It te understandable that the Government shovld be worried at nny 
possible extension of French political activities in the Bekaa, in view of their own 
weakness in that troublesome area 


(B 2723/28/83) No, 98, 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 108, Pee cand. the Lebanon, 


26h April, 144.— (Received in Foreign O; 


1. General 

THE Lebanese Mission has returned from Saudi Arabia. ‘The question of 
Arab unity was discussed, and it appears that Ibn Saud’s discouragement of any 
political Pan-Arab conference before the end of the war has fortified the 
Lebanese Christians, including the President, in their aversion to the idea of 
federation. It is considered unlikely, therefore, that the Lebanese Prime Minister 
will press for a conference at present. The attitude of the Syrian Government 
towards an early conference, though Pan-Arab feeling ix stronger in Syria, will 
to doubt be intenced by the Syrian President, who is strongly attached to 

Messages have been received by both Syrian and Lebanese Governments from 
the Imam Yahya of Yemen acknowledging the independence of their respective 
tates. 


6 Ath May.) 
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3, Syria—Damaseus, 


At the reopening of Parliament on the 2%ud April there was a 
sundance of Dept and all the Ministers with the exception of the Miniter 
of Finance who is attending the Financial Conference in Cairo, were prese 
The President is still confined to bed, but has been able to study = nulnber of 
Saas lai S hich aap s submitted to the Chamber, i 

r he conclusion of the formal business, a proposal sigmed by fil 
Depats van ca rn tng formal bates pron ined by Gy 
Spite to the R.A-E. The proposal was adopted. 

in reply to questions, the Prime Minister stated that he agreed tha 
ence! asta was faulty, but claimed that since it had ectartres fon 
4 quarter of a century, its modification would both though 
With regard to the interness, he said that the efforts of the President a thos 
respoct had been successful, that many had been released, and that the Govern. 
ment were now endeavouring to arrange for the release of the remainder, The 
Fronch, he suid, had submitted two schemes regarding the cession of the Army. 
it each of them sone points were not acceptable and some required study. bat the 
‘most recent conversations had heen encouraging. ‘The illness of the President 
had, however, caused! a temporary hold-up in negotiations. The Prime Minister 

tated the idea that the Governinent was taking over only the shadow and 

the substance of the attributions of sovereignty as some of the Deputies 

suguested, aud added that, Syrian. sovereignty would be complete,’ more 

ample in face than that in certain neighbouring countries.” “He sumed up 
by saying. that all the other att with. the exception of the Sire 

Geaenle bad ae lay takeover. Hy ee PLilea, RE 
{in probable that the Syrians will press their claim for control also of th 

guests des Bins Banemis, The Freth have ben. opposed to the transfer of 

he ground the Syrians, who are not at, war, can bi 

coneara withthe properties inyolyad Ys" ae DOE ab wary can have no 
‘Tho Syrian wnt have decided to send diplomatic Missions to Exypt, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Algiers, Great Britain and the United States and to establish 

Consulates-General in Amman, Jerusalem, Bombay and Rio de Janciro. 


M1. The Lebanon, 


In the by-elections the two Govermnent candidates for Mount Lebanon, 
Farid el-Khazen and Khalil Abu Jaoudeh, were returned with large majorities, 
but Nadra Issa Khoury, the candidate for North Lebanion, who had been xipported 
previously by the Government, withdrew his candidature at the last minute on 
the advice of the Prime Minister, leavin, Joseph Karam, who tad strong local 
backing, to win a straight fight again: jassib Jahjah, who stood as a member 
‘of the Constitutional, that is, the pro-Government, part 

‘The Mount Lebanon result caused }ittle comment. The President and four 
members of the Government, including the all- ‘important Minister of the Interior, 
ae from that region and the return of their candidates was a foregone 
conclusion 

In Noth Lebanon. the result has been regarded as a blow to the prestige of 
the Government, although one of the principal factors which led to the secess 
of Karain, whove family have long been influential in the neighbourhood, was h 
action in addressing a letter to the Prime Minister two days before the polling, 
in whieh he denied in the strongest terms any accusation of being a tool of the 
French and affirmed his intention of supporting the Government and the cause 
of Lebaniene independence. 

‘The French did not interfere in any way in these elections. There was, 
however, a certain amount of interferonce—destruction of ballot boxes, picketing 
of polling booths, ote—by Karasn's supporters 
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Kuetracte from Weekly Political Summary No. 109, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Srd May, W44—(Received in Foreign Offer, 15th May.) ‘ 
1. General. 


ON the 27th April the arrival of Joseph Karam, the new Depa 
Lebanon, to take up his seat, was the oce i 
Lata: ake a ‘cceasion of a serious breah 


ity for North 
of the 


iimself, although previously known as a French protégé bad 
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renounced their support (see last week’s summary), and had complied with the 
Government's request that he should enter Beirat’ with only a few cars. His 
party was, however, joined by a large crowd of Opposition elements at the 
entrance to the town. In accordance with the deplorable local custom, many 
carried firearms, The police cordons proved inadequate to restrain the crowd. 

‘The police barriers were broken and a large crowd formed outside the Parliament 
building. A strong: police cordom holding Parliament Square was also broken 
through by the procession, which was accompanied, it is alleged, by some Siireté 
men. ‘There were certainly ears carrying French flags in the lead on one of these 
was M. Chataigneatt's personal bodyguard. There seems to be no doubt that this 
manifestation was deliberately organised by the supporters of Eddé and those 
elements: who have been steadily worked up since last November against the 
Government's alleged anti-Christian policy. 

After Karam had entered the hiilding a section of the crowd attempted to 
follow him. At this point an n.c.o. in French uniform climbed up the irouwork 
‘over the main door and fixed a French flag over it. He was shot in the act of 
doing s0. A general mélée ensued, during which « hand grenade was thrown into 
the entrance hall, wounding the second-in-command of the police, One gendarme 
and four civilians were killed and same twenty persons, including « number of 
police and gendarmes, wounded before order was restored by the police, 

Meanwhile the sitting of the Chamber was opened. ‘The Prime Minister 
deplored the fact that there should be in the country a group of traitors who 
would violate Parliament and what it stood for. The Government's lopiency, he 
aid, had been mistaken for weakness, and force muxt. now be usod to: suppress 
these traitors for the safety of the country. A declaration by Karam wax read 
in which he dissociated himself from the inidents and reaffirmed hiv loyalty to 
independent Lebanon. A vote of confidence in the Government was then pasted 
unanimously. 

‘Thero seems to be no doubt that French troops in the telephone exchange 
opposite Parliament opened fire, whether because some shots fired by the 
gendarmerie hit the building or on their own initiative hax not yet been 
Catablished. Many eye-witnesses assort that there were French officers (or men 
Wearing French alficers’ uniform) amongst tho crowd, ‘There were undoubtedly 
a number of French fags carried by persons in the procession (it ix asserted that 
French lorries distributed French flag in. the morning). It is widely. believed 
that Fronch agenta working with Eddé and his supporters organised what wax 
mcatit to be a movement to overthrow the régime, His Majesty's Minister at 
‘once conferred with General Beynet, who amserted that he was in no way 
‘ecncerned with the manifestations. "General Beynet's attitude subsequently 
stiffened, and on the 20h April he handed the President of the Republic w-stron 
note of protest against the Government's attitude, The Lebanere have repli 
Pointing cut that, although the attitude of General Beynet himelf hae boo 

rfectly correct, be does not appear to have been able to control French elements 
{h the Lebanon Who have not ceased carrying ont subversive activities, 

Meanwhile a joint Anglo-French enquiry has been set up, and. the Lebanese 
fare carrying on a parallel enquiry presided over hy competent magistrates. The 
carfew, imposed by the Lebanese Government on the night of the incident, was 

raised on the Ist May and the town is now quiet. 

‘The news of the incident caused great indignation throughout the country. 
There were some demonstrations but no breaches of the peace, Both in the Deka 
and South Lebanon the political officers successfully used their influence to 
discottrage undue excitement. 


2. Wheat. 

Purchases during the period the 28d to 27th April amounted to 450 tons of 
wheat, 867 tons of barley and 663 tons of other adulterants, a total of 1,080 tons 
and a daily average of 396 tous. 


3. Syria-Damascus. 

‘The Syrian Government now faces opposition of two Kinds. There is a 
egy of meligent and genuinely patriotic Deputies, suc as Nazem Quiet and 
Rushdi Kekhia of Aleppo, whose criticiem of the Government is unrelenting bat 
generally constructive, and several young Damascenes, including Sabri el-Assali 
and Abimed Sharabati, both members of the Chamber, who call. themselves 
** Progressives.” There are others whose adherence to the group is due primarily 
to their desire for the early transfer of the army. On the whole this is a healthy 
opposition. 

(20046) @ 















































26 a 
‘There is 4 second group, however, composed of reactionary elements, certain 
Aluouite leaders, for instance, and’ pro-French Deputies, in particular the 
Emir -Mujhim, who sees advantage inthe fact that members of the more 
genuinely patriotic group have blamed the Prime Minister for the delay in the 
transfer-of the army, and is rallying some of the more simple-minded: provincial 
Depaties to what he claims to be the Prime Minister's support. The real object 
of these reactionaries is to maintain their fe nse of 
Great heir feudal control at the expense of the 
lowing the disturbances im Beirut the Government took measures to 
Prevent any attempt at anti-Freoch demonstrations. The Prime Minister had 
already shawn by his handling of recent Moslem-Christinn disputes an apprecin- 
tion of the fact that disturbances only weaken the authority of the Government 
and serve the purposes of elements who would. welcome its discredit 
Colonel Oliva-Roget broadcast. a message by wireless eaying that he wished 
to nesnre the population that the French had no connexion with the Beirut 
disturbances, or with the incident at the Damascns football’ ground. on. the 
16th March. He explained that the French position, as recently defined by 
General Beynet, was one of friendship and co-operation. This turned out not 
to be a very happy idea, on the principle of * qul s'exeuse s'accuse."” 


% Fribat, 


ne is no evidence 
‘The Mohafer of the 


Committe of enquiry should be appointed under'a Syrian Minter es st 
The holding of the abortive Fedaan-Wulda conference in Aleppo, which was 

sigan tthe Bench Bedouin, Control Inspector, has led to the postponement 
ol Shammar-Agaidat conference, al cs 

in Damascus, was tohave bee one ofthe arbiters. The tatseyent deo sakiek 

are to th detriment of Syrian prostige, have 

‘reditable French lemonts are Interested in a poatponetient, and that similar 

treat ay texpected 4 long an the French Bedouin Control oie retain 
It hax now heen decided to hold the Shammar-Agaidat conference oa the 


G4 May’ in the presence of the Mohafez of the dezireh and the Montararrif 


10, Frontier, 

No progross bas yet beon made in the iny ions ported 
abduction by the Turks of two Syrians of the Garde Leake ete Rockit 
authorities having refused either to produce the two men Sr to allew Mie 
‘make a statement to, the ‘Frontier ‘Commision, the ‘matter renatae elke 


regotiation between the French délégué at Aleppo andthe Vi 


ML. The Lebanon, 


‘The prestige of the Lebanese Go ich ha ‘account 
the resull of the North Lebanon Ipealectiets ker bas oer x a meet 
of the Incidents reported in para raph 1. ‘The Phalange, "Rajjede and other 

ished manifestors c eit members to suppor 

Government in thir struggle for Lebanese independent, aod then feed 
hope tint the Government will not weaken in its determination to stamp oat 
Temerans cements. The failings of the internal administration have. been 
tomporerily forgotten. Popular demand for the transfer of the Sareté and the 
ites 

ta 
he favoured 


There were 
the Freach 
Y restored order. 
‘idence M. Proneaud, 
pril. His visit appears 
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to have been a purely personal affair, but he was recognised on entering the town, 
tnd a strong protet, signed by relations of the victims of the November crisis, 
was telegraphed to the Government in Beirut. 

On the 29th April Royal Air Rorce Spitfires gave a ditplay to which the 
Lebanese President and Government and all Lebanese and Allied notables were 
invited. Many thousands of spectators attended, and the display was generally 
voted a success. The Lebanese Government's fund for the purchase of Spitfires, 
which is aiming at outdoing the combined results of Damascus and Aleppo, is 
‘mounting steadily. 


(1 2128/23/89) No. 40, 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No, 110, Syria and the Lebanon, 
10h May, 1944.—{Received in Foreign Office, 28rd May.) 


1. General. 
DURING the week following the incidents of the 27th April the Lebanese 
authorities showed signs of considerable nervousness regarding French intentions. 
Ax a rosult of atroug rumours Uhat the French would tako some form of violent 
‘action against them, the members of the Cabinet, with the exception of the 
NFA. who had not been warned, spent the night on the 4th/3th May away 
from their homes. It is tolerably' certain that these rumours were put. about 
by disaffected Frenchmen; bat as nothing came of them the atswospher 
much calmer. ‘There is good reason to believe that General Boynet, 
the same date, addressed the corps of French officers in Beirut and told them in 
‘ho uncertain terms to refrain from meddling in polities, 

The two committees of enquiry, Anglo-French and Lebanese, aro still at 
work, The Lebanese committee have accepted an invitation from the Anglo 
French committee to provide witnesses for interrogation by the latter, ‘The 
Lebanese authorities are reported to have convoked in all some seventy persons 
for interrogation: but the Prime Minister bas stated that only ninetoon have been 
detained for teil. ‘There bas been, general approval throughout the Lebanon, 

ticularly in the Bekaa, of the Government's firm attitude, Indications 10 
Yar available suggest that the Government intend to play down as far as posable 
any evidence of French complicity which may come to light. 

"The Syrian Prime Minister informed Colonel Oliva-Roget on the 2nd May 
that the Syrian Government did not propose to make any démarche in connexion 
with tho incidents of the 27ch April, but that they were watching the situation 
carefully. 

‘There have been two discussions during the week between the Syrian 
Ministers and General Beynet concerning the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales, 
but the results are not yet known. 


2 Wheat. 

Purchases during the period 28th April to 3rd May amounted to 1,649 
tons of wheat, 1.251 tons of barley and 349 tone of other adulterants, a total of 
3,446 tons and a daily average of 575 tons. 2 

‘The Cereals Commission have made a tour of Syria and the Lebanon in 
order to assess the ‘of the crop to consider the question of a reduction 
in prices. It is evident that the total quantity of barley and wheat available 
to be bonght will be at Jeast 300,000 tons, and, in view of the recent rains, may 
even te as much as 340,000 tons. ‘The commission has therefore decided that 
the existing security stocks, amounting to four months’ supply, can be reduced 
loa quantity sullicient for two months, and has approved also’an allocation of 
75,000 tons for ex oid 5% 

‘The Syrian tiovernment are considering the possibility of financing the 
baying of this year's harvest. It ie Cy ‘probable that, were they to do 0, 
they would be in favour of a reduction in the buying price, as their first estimate 
of ihe funds required appears to be extremely low. 


been uneventful in Parliament. A motion was passed 


weratulating the Lebanese Government on their firmness in dealing with the 
Feosut incidents. Certain Deputies, in criticising the Municipal Law Bill as 
f200s6) a2 
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dekigned merely to perpetuate a state of «fairs inappropriate to the ew 
régime, proposed that Municipal Councils should now be elected by the secondary 
electors, as are the Deputies, and that the heads of municipalities, who are at 
present nominated by the Government, should be elected by the Municipal 
A Deputy from Homs, the notorious demagogue Raif Milki, went 
+r and condemned the whole system of two-degree elections as undemocratic. 

‘The discussion is to be resumed. 
A Government proposal to sell Lebanese National Lottery tickets in Syria 
was criticised as being an unsound method of obtaining revenue. It_was agreed 
to, postpone a decision until after the return from Cairo of the Minister of 


8. Buphrates and Jezireh, 

ireh-—There is continued evidence of the French propaganda campaii 
in dhe desireh reported last week under " Tribal,” and it-now appears that the 
Frouch are making a determined effort to win over tho allegiance of the Assyrian 
colonists in the Khabour settlement 


11. The Lebanon, 


tn were adopted, 
‘The Prime Minister has vislied the Maronite Patriarch, who has expressed 
hin confidence in Riad Sulh’s ability to safeguard the interests of the Lebanon 
‘and to nchieve its complete independence, 





(1B 9208/28/69) No, 41 


Retracte from Weebly Political Summary No\ IIL, Spr and the Lebonon, 


17th May, 1944 —(Received in Foreign Office. 26¢h May.) 
1. General, 

"he Anglo Fe enquiry ino te datas ofthe 27th, April isnot 
yet concluded, The Government's independent judicial enquiry has, however, 
‘now been completed. Tt is understood that the evidence against Fddé himself is 
not conclusive and His Majesty's Minister tok the opportunity ima convertion 
with the President to tell him that in his opinion it would be unwise to take 
Proceedings against Eddé unless there was a cast-iron tase. A long-drawn oat 
{rial hated on insuficient evidence would be ioost disturbing to pabiie opizion 
‘The President appeared to share thi int of view. 

‘The scare of further French repressive action against the Lebanese Govern- 
ment has now died down, largely because, after the Prime Minister's cordial 
refereaces to General Tithe Chamber, relatious between the Freach and 
the Government showed signs of improvement. ‘The French, on the other hand, 
have intimated to the Government through their Déléeué that they desire the 
removal of the Minister of the Interior, the Chief of lice and the Director 
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of Press, on the grounds of alleged anti-French conduct during and after: the 
disturbances. They appear to haye met with a blunt refusal from the Lebanese, 
and have coosguently modified their attacks on Camille Shamonn but ara, sin. 
taining their objection to the Director of the. Press. They are nevertheless at 

to say, both publicly and through their organisations, that the Prime 

ter is irreplaceable.”” At the same time they have succeeded in annoying 
the President and Government considerably by holding a military review in Beirut 
fon St. Joan of Arc’s day without inviting or even, notifying the Lebanese 
‘authorities. Fortunately, the advice the legation was able to give on this subject 
has smoothed over this incident, 

The recent discussions between the Syrian Government and General Beynet 
concerning the Troupes Spéciles have reslted in provisional agreement, niet 
to the consent of the G.O.C. Ninth Army in the first place and subsequent reference 
to Algiers ‘The formula’ proposed ty the Syrians is that, the Armed Forwet 
should be handed over when the Allied High Command no longer considers the 
Levant to be a likely field of action. ‘The Syrians have proposed that a senior 
Syrian officer should be attached to the French Territorial Command, and that 

rian officers should be placed in the various bureaux of the Etat-Major, so 
that they may learn the duties of the command and staff s0 as to be ultimately in 
‘8 position to take over. sah 

‘As regards the Séreté, further discussions are now to take place on the 
basis of the Ninth Army revised memorandum (see Summary No. 106 of the 
12h April), which has been accepted by the Syrians. 


2 Wheat. 

Purchases during the period the Ath-1th May amounted to 783 tons of 
whoat, 1,302 tons of barley and 436 tons of other adulterants, a total of 2,021 t 
and a daily average of 262 ton 

‘The Coreals Commission. have not yet decided on the buying prices for this 
yoar’s harvest, but. purchases have been suspended s0 as to prepare producers 
for possible reductions. 

Whe Syrians have Propored a scheme for financing the buying of the harvest 
by loans t6 be issued by the O.C.P. and guaranteed by the Syrian Government, 
thus replacing the present aystem whervby parchases are financed by the French, 
and they are apparently confident of obtaining a sum of £Syr. 70 million at a 
ate of interest of 1 per cent. They ask in return that the Lebanese Government 
should undertake to buy 100,000 tons of the crop and that the M.V.8.C. should 
dispose of any surplus above the needs of the Levant States, which are estimated 
‘at 250,000 tons. They are prepared to agree to export of cereals ax soon as it 
‘can be ascertained that the harvest will be more than sufficient to meot the needs 
‘of the two States, 


3, Syria—Damasens. 
uiet week in Parliament, Nazem Qudsi and Rushdi 
im Antaki, of Damascus, now form the nuclens of 


cont of living. 
Seeply from Government 

snment co 
firebtand, who, was the moat vehement in criticism, accused the Government of 
lack of energy in dealing with the problem, and pressed for an increase in imports 
fs providing the solution. é ‘ 

The enlargement of the Port of Lattakia, as promised recently 
by the Brett was diconed at ome length, also the question of an inerense 
in the administrative stall in the Jezireh. 

‘The draft of the important new Tribal Law has not yet been introduced, 
‘ fact which is causing some concern to the tribal Deputies 


5. Homs aad Hama, = 5 
‘There is nothing of political importance to report from Home. 
Tolan there have Deen ocasional dispotes,chiefy concern Tan tenure, 
which inevitably involve both Christians and Moslems, and the Christian 
Community have shown a nervousness which pro-French elements are eager to 
Saplait, ‘The Prime Minister hae receatly expressed the view that the dispates 
(20046) as 
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in Hama have not been essentially of a sectarian 'nature, and haa instructed 
local authority to deal firmly: with those who seek to accentuate confessional 
iferences. 

‘Local notables are alarmed at the increasing activities of the Hama Com- 
muaists, who are mostly Moslems, and have distributed pamphlets reporting the 
speeches of Khalid Baghdash, the secretary of the Syrian Communist Party. 

society known as the“ Youth of Mohammed’ has issued a reply pointing 
ut that communism is contrary to the Moslem way of life. 

It is said that the Mohafez, who is still away from Hama, may resign, and 
thero is already speculstion on the choice of a successor. 


8, Euphrates and Jezireh. 
Euphrates—It is evident that the future reputation, both of the Mohafez 
and of the Central Government, will be determined to a large extent by the 


were largely due to the activities of certain French elements, have been dealt 
ith by tho Syrian authorities through the Gendarmerie and the Civil Courts 
Some forty Baggara tribestnen are now in prison at Hasotche, 


9. Tribal. 

Bedruddin Sabbagh, the Assistant Director of the new Tribal Affairs Office 

in Damascus (oo¢ Summary No, 108 of the 22nd March), hax informed the Political 
Officer at Doie et-Zor that it is proposed to create subsidiary offcns in the vari 

rrovinoial centres in which a Syrian official would work together with the French 

douin Control Officer. The success of this system, which in in theory excellent, 

will no doubt require & greater degree of co-operation from French officers than 

they have tended to show in the past (seo under ‘* Euphrates and Jezireh ") 


11, The Lebanon, 

An apparent improvement in Franco-Lebanese relations having Warned pic 
‘attention once more to questions of internal policy, the Government hns met with 
increasing criticism in the Chamber on economic and financial grounds, and the 
opinion ix now being expresed in many quarters that a Cabinet resbulle is 
overdue, It is natural that a Government which has remained in office for eight 
months should.be the subject of attack, and it is difficult to determine the extent 
to which such criticism may be attributed either to a genuine conviction that 
the presont Ministry could be improved, or to the ambition of other Deputies 
and officials who would benefit by a change. The Prime Minister has stated 
dlofinitely that he will not change his Ministry om account of the present pressire, 
but a resbullle will probably be made when the Minister of the Interior resigns 
his portation appointment us Lebanese Minister in London (ace telow) 

‘The O.C.P., the UK.C.C., the Banque de Syrie atid the Office Economique 
de Guerre have ‘all been targets for criticism in the Chamber. ‘The Government 
Uofended the first three, but stated that they had asked for the cession of the 
last-named as part of the Common Interests. ‘The Government's five-year plan, 
ite extravagance and over stafing of the administration, and its failure to reduce 
the cost of living or collect the War Profits Tax, were other points on which 
Depaties exprewed themeelves strongly, Varions chapters of the budget gave 
tise to heated debates, in which the Government obtained considerably less than 
its usual majority. 

‘The Prime, Minister has received a telegram from the Chinese Government 
annoancing their decision to recognise the independence of the Lebanon. 

‘The agrément has been received to the nomination of M. Camille Shamonn 
tas Lebanese Minister in London (W.S. No. 105: Section 1). 


12. Press and Propaganda. 
‘The statement made by the Lebanese Prime Minister that the Government's 
enquiry into the events of the 27th April was being pursued with complete 
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impartiality, and his conciliatory. reference to General Beynet’s assurances of 
his determination to implement General Catroux's policy, are regarded by the 
press as an important contribution towards an improvement in Franco-Lebanese 
relations. _It-ts emphasised at the same time that relations of friendship must 
depend oa respect for Lebanese independence. 

‘The Maronite Patriarch’s declarations of confidence in the Prime Minister 
are frequently quoted, particularly his assertion that he would not object to being 
governed by Moslems alone provided that they were all like Riad Sulh, 
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Katracts from Weekly Political Summary No. M12, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Mth May, 1044.—(IReceieed in Forvign Office, 7th June.) 


1, General 

THE Lobanese Prime Minister announced in the Chamber on the 20th May 
the appoiutment of Camille Shamoun and Abmed Daouk as Lebanese diplomatic 
representatives in London and Algiers respectively. IU appears that the French 
Committee hind decided, after the incidents of the 27th April, to withbold their 
agrément indefinitely, but that General Heynet forced their hand by acting on 
‘earlier instructions to synchronise his action with His Majesty's Government's 
announcement of the appointment of a Minister in London. 

The Lebanese Government have not yet aunounced the results of their 
‘enquiry into the events of the 27th April, nor have they taken any netion against 
Emil Fddé. Eddé’s son hax been vainly attempting to provoke a Lawyers’ atrike 
in protest against the contimied detention of two lawyers—followors of his 
father—who were arrested for complicity in the disturbances, ‘The Government 
intend eventually to have all the cases teied by 4 special court, which has not yet 
been constituted. Tho results of the independent Anglo-French enqniry are 
not yet known, though their work hax beon completed, 

The Syrian Prime Minister has infor 1 eo at 
that the Delégué Général’s final report on the discussions regarding the tra 
of the army, incorporating the suggestions advanced by the Syrians (se para 
graph 1 of Weekly Summary No. 111 of the 17th May), has boon transmitted 

‘ir on tho 18th May, 


‘tw Algiers by the hand of M. Chat neau, who left 
‘The Syrian Government are meanwhile studying revised proposals produced by 
ie ie rec Del inetd Mn. He Jon to eae 
ren ral and Mine. Beynet gave a reception to celebrate 
the fan ‘te 


Tent of Are Daye: President and mamtare of the Govern belgtil 
very upset over the incident of the military review (we paragraph 1 o ly 
Reraundey No. It 1 of the 17th May} bnformed the French that they would not attend 
the reception unless they received an undertaking from the French never again 
to bold a review on Lebanese soil without first seeking the permission of the 
Lebanese Government, As the French could not afford not to have representativee 
of the Government at the reception, the undertakin, 


ithheld permission 
ice, provided it were not termed a 
und members of the Govern- 
ment duly attended the service, In Aleppo the usual review of Fresh 
took place, the Mohafez having qrantc, permission without reference to tl 
Government in Damascus. 


& Syria—Damaseus. 
In Parliament political activity his centred round opposition to the Govern- 
ment, particularly over the questions of the Ministry of Supply and the establish: 
rent of the civil service, and, though there is no sign of consolidation af opposi- 
tion, there is criticism by individual Deputies of almost every proposal put for- 
ward by the Government, Rushl Kekhia of Aleppo (sce Summary No. 111) 
[29088] a4 
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attributes this criticism to the lack of confidence in the Gov result 
their fatlure to announce a definite programme, sso" unent as 4 result of 
In a debate ou income tax the Government were criticised for leaving the 
distribution of the tax:to the nas upon to pro- 
ed that this 
at an attempt 
yr 800) on his real 
On the 20th May the peace was broken in Damascus by de who 
sought to deliver a fatal blow to the feminist movement by prevwatine the actor, 
ance of Moslem ladies at a charity ball to be held that evening, 
demonstration had been held against the formation of a women's cal 
earlier in the week. In Damascus the police 
Were somo casualties. Calm was restored 


6, Sebel Druze, 
Agitation continues for the abolition of the régime of financial and admini- 


8, Kuphrates and Jezireh, 


Euphrates-Nothing of political importance to report. 

Jesireh—The Political Hassetche was" present at the teibal 
conference betwen the Agaidat and Shammar on the Oth May. when it wer 
lecidad that, as teibal war had not been declared, there could be no cancellation 
of all Tosses. Tt was therefore resolved that both sides should, before the end of 
May, prosent to the Syrian and Iraqi authorities lists of casualties and lexses 
muflered during the recent alfray.. ‘This decision. was unpopalar with the. Agaidan 
ytho bavw apniterable credit balance of men killed and animals stolen. The 

lementof all claims is to he 1 presence a Drs, on 
{aa} ottlement of all claims isto be made, in the presence af arbitrators, on the 
0.74 

Tn view of recent tribal differences, the Political Office ir 02-2 
sie hak he opinion, i is important thatthe new Syrian Siperosce 
‘Tribal Aifnirs; in concert with tho French Bedouin Controt Officers, should take 
further steps to avert dinturbanwes. The visit of Bedruddin Sabbah (axe 
Summary No. 111 of the 17th May) has not improved matters to any appreciable 

. . . . . . 
1. The Lebanon. 

__ The nows of M. Shamoun's appointment (see “* General") has given poi 
iin eo ane eC te gr i 
that Jamid Frangieh will take his place in the Cabinet and that the Goveenteet 
fre considering the removal of Adel Osseyran from the Ministry of Supply (where 
be has not pa 4 success) as well as the addition of a Maronite and’ Sunni to 

ty. 

Following upon the by-elections in North Lebanon there ha clashes 
between groups of partisins from the rival Maronite villages ot Pits eet 
Becharré, An attempt at mediation hy the Minister of the Interior failed and 
fighting between the villagers became so intense that the Government, under the 
ow agreement, called on the French to lend the civil authorities the necessary 


troops. Two companies of Senegalese were despatched. to the steno, to restore 
order. The villagers have now been coustrained to return to their homes and 
fighting has ceased. The Political Officer states, however, that only determined 
action by the Government against those responsible for the disturbances will 
prevent further outbreak. In this connewion it is interesting that, according 
to the French 0.C. Troops in Tripoli, the Troupes Speciales (which would normall 
have been used in such an eventuality) were 0 unreliable that the Senegalese ha 
to be sent in their place. The Lebanese and French authorities are examining 
the question, 

he Government are sill continuing ther attempts to reach agreement with 
the Beirat merchants on the payment of arrears for War Profits Tax. A draft 
Tneime Tax Law has been submitted to the Chamber for examination, 


12. Press and Propaganda. 


(B 3445/23/80) No. 43, 


Extracts from Weekly Potitical Summary No, 118, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Blat May, 144.— (Received in Foreign Office, 10th June.) 


1. General. 
‘The troubles in North Lebanon (see parngraph 11 of W.S. No. 112 6f the 
24th May) are not yet over, and the Lebanese Government have been obliged to 
fetain in that area one third of their total gendarmerie force, together with the 
ese troops which had been supplied by the Rrench, There is a danger of 


the ill-equipped Lebanese Gendarmerie being anable to deal with further 
outbreaks in other areas, and the Government have felt compelled to ask the 
French to place at their disposal a battalion of Troupes Spéciales and some arms 
‘and equipment, in order that they may have sullicent forces to maintain internal 
security pending the conclusion of a definite agreement for the handing over by the 
French of the Lebanese Troupes Spéciales. "The French have apparently agrood 
in principle but have procrastinated. Reasons are always forthcoming for 
Postponing a final decision, 
he Syrian and Frenich delegates met on the 27th May to continue discussions 
on the transfer of the Streté "The French are understood to be insisting on 
special privileges for their nationals, but neither the Syrian nor the 
Jovernments are prepared pt this contention. ‘The Syrian Government 
have agreed to the attachment of a British officer to the future Syrian Socurity 


Service. 


3. Syria-Damaseus 

‘The Syrian Government have gained considerabl gg through Ui 
handling of the demonstrations of the 20th May. The Prime Minister by his 
confident and vigorous action has deftly Lurned the original issue, the emancipa- 
tion of women, into a question merely of civil distarhance which’ has been dealt 
with satisfactorily by the Court of First Instance, thus defeating an attempt by 
tho religions Society Al Gharra, who haye always been politically ambitious, to 
impose their will on the Government. 

In Parliament there has been litle activity. A draft Bill for the Budget and 
the organisation of the Ravitaillement Department was refused by the Judicial 
Committee and passed to the Committee of National Economy with the recommen- 
dation thatthe proposed right of legislation shoud not granted tothe Minietry 
of Supply. A fu {Bill which would enabile the Minister of Education to 
revise the establishment of his department by decree met with adverse criticism, 
but was defended by the Minister concerned, who explained that the schiolnsti 
‘year begins in October, before the re-assembly of Parliament, and that if he were 
hol to receive immediate authority to make appointments, his scheme for the 
reform of his Ministry must be postponed until next year, "The Bill passed into 
committee: 
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‘The Syrian Government have agreed tothe ae of the Demaicas aerodrome by 
the British Overseas Airways Corporation as a port of call on the Cairo 
Bagilad—Tebran line, and the service will start shortly. ‘The French authorities 
at the airport are co-operating satisfactorily, The M-LS.R. will also operate a 
service between Damaseus and Cairo. A proposal for a programme of British 
Coumeil activities in Syria bas met with an enthusiastic response from the Syrian 
Jovernment. 


7. Alaguite Territory. 
The Court of Arbiters is now assembled to deal with the many complaints 
it Suleiman Murshid. A member of his harem has meanwhile hoisted the 

French tricolor in the village of Shatha, and his supporters have been celebrating 

with rifle fire the rumoured departure of the British from Syria. Numerous 

protests have been sent to Damascus by Alnouites accusing Murshid of working for 
the e-establishient of mandatory rile 


11, The Lebanon. 

‘The Lebanese Government are losing prestige through their failure to tako 
decisive action to settle the able. in Ne Lebanon (see “General "'), Hamid 
Frangich, hoad of one of the ons, handed over five of his partisans, 
bat J Hion, failed to produce certain of his 

ordered by the Government, and this has farther 


may ensue. 
"The pre May, and the 
next full session rloes not start until. October: i ve, therefore, 
decided not to proceed immediately with a sin Me, since it is not 
posible at the present time for Camille Shamoun to take up his new appointment 
in London, Adel Bey Osseyran has declared that if he is remor from the 
Ministry of Supply ho will leave the Government, and in that case one of the 
Primo Minister's principal difficulties would be finding a competent successor for 

him out of the Shia community, 
‘The Phalange newspaper L'Action had citvalated an uncensored edition 
devoted to a bitter attack on the Government, While some of the allegations were 
wore more reasonable. It is 


probably be held over tnt mn 

‘An annual rally of the Nojjade Party held jn Beirut wns attended by the 
Prime Minister and Vieo-President, who both made speeches. ‘The Party and 
leader received Lebanese decorations 

The British Council, with the cordial support of the Lebanese Government, 
bas decided to embark on a programme of educational and cultural activities in 
the Lebanon 

Tt bas been announced that M. Shamoun, Lebanese Minister-Designate to 
His Majesy's Goverment, will alao be Misitir to the’ algian Government in 

ndon., 


12. Presé ant Propayanda. 

Local newspapers have expressed the view that rhe recent disturbances in 
Syria, though ostensibly of a religious riature, were similar i origin to the Beirat 
incidents of the 27th April, and that their motive was to undermine the founda- 
tions of national independence. It is generally considered that whatever may 
have been their origin, in both eases the results have served to strengthen. if only 
temporarily, the authority of the respective Governments. 








(E 9604/23/89) No. 44 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 14, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Tih June, 1944 —(Received in Foreign Office, 20th June.) 


1. General, 

NEGOTIATIONS between the French and the Syrians for the handing 
over of the armed forces reached a stage daring the week. when the divergence 
of their respective claims as to when the eventual transfer should take place 
threatened to cause serious difficulties. 

‘The French contended that the transfer could only be effected either at. "* the 
end of hostilities” (a term which bas not been defined), or upon a decision by 
the National Committee at Algiers, 

The Syrians replied that the French had never claimed that they were 
entitled to limit, except in matters directly connected with the war, “Syrian 
sovereignty: and that there had been nio question in all the negotiations but that 
the armed forces woald be handed over as soon as the military situation should 
permit. They said they had made many concessions and accepted far-reaching 
Festrictions om, the assumption that thee wore required by, military nevessty 
‘They contended, further, that {rom the moment when the war definitely and finally 
receded from the Middic East, no valid military reason could be advanced for 
their not obtaining contro! of the army, and that the decision as to when th 
moment had arrived could only be made by the Supreme Military Commander in 
the Middle East, They further pointed out that it was clear from Serial No, IT 
of the Ninth Army Memoranduss, which had been accepted by both French and 
British, that the General Officer Commanding, Ninth Army, accepted the principle 
that further powers could be handed aver to the local Governments progressively 
fas the danger receded trom their territory. 

‘Général Beynet attempted to delay negotiations, but the Syrian Government, 
teing determined to press their case, insisted that they should continue and stated 
they would have no choice but to recall Parliament should the French refuse 
to continue the negotiations. The Prime Minister warned (iénéral Beytiet plainly 
that in the present state of public opinion a revolution would almost certainly 
follow if the Syrians and the French failed to reach an agreement, 

The French Inter produced @ proposal that the army should be handed over 
when the two partios jointly ayreed that the time for handing it over to tho native 
Governments had come. ‘The Syrians anawered there were two objections to 
this, the first that it would permit the French to block the handing, over 
indefinitely, the second that it would leave the decision of this puroly military 
question in’ the hands of a political body, the F. fo itherts 
Hover envisaged, ‘They suggested, as an alternative, that the decision as to 
Whether the Levant States were definitely no longer threatened should bo left 
in the hands of the highest military authority in Europe, é-,, General Kisenbower 
This point is now being considered by the French, 

fhe Lebanese Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Afuirs were prevent 


at the Franco-Syrian negotiations concerning both the Troupes Spdciales and the 


Siireué 
Negotiations have been concluded for the transfer of the Servives of Common 
Interest, all of which are now under the control of the Syrian and Lebanese 


Governments. 


2 Wheat. 

Negotiations with the Syrians and the French for financing and fixing the 
price of the 1944 crop have now been successfully concluded, and only await 
acceptance by London and Cairo to be pat into effect. 

‘An agreement has been concluded between the French and the Syrians 
whereby the Caisse Centrale will finance the O.C-P. on the saine terms ss last 
year, "At -one stage the French put forward conditions which were totally 
Tnacceptable both to the British and to the Syrians, tut they abandoned these in 
the course of the negotiations. i 

"The following 1s a brief summary of the points on which agreement has been 
reached 

ALES, will guarantée to parchase 100,000 tons of the 1944 crop at prices 
which are well within the limits assigned by London and Cairo, 

/ Syrian Government levy (F.A.F.) will not be paid on these 
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Prices paid to consumers for all adulterants will be substantially lower than 
in 1943, and although in the case of wheat the price per ton with 0 per cent. of 
impurities is maintained, the amount actually receivable by the producer will 
be decreased by raising the standard of deductions for impurity content and 
charging transport costs to the producer. 

The Syrians have agreed to refund the 15 per cent. F.A.E. on all cereals 
from the 1043 erop delivered to the British army, and to adjust the charges on 
deliveries to Palestine, Cyprus and the U-K.C.C. to the prices paid by the local 
Rayitaillements. ‘The total saving resulting to the British taxpayer from these 
rofunds will be in the neighbourhood of 2 million Syrian pounds.” 


3. Syria Damascus 
The Ministry of ‘Supply has again been the contre of interest in Parliament, 
Demands. for the appointment -of a commission to enquire fito. alleged 
irregularities were resisted by the Government, who have Ue to appoint their 
wn committee of three civil servants of reputed Integrity. The budget for the 
Ministry of Supply being still under consideration by the Committee of National 
Economy, it was decided to continue temporarily the system of dousi¢mer 
proeicttea 
Parliament rose on the 31st May and will not meet again, unk 
in Bxtrangdinary Seon, util the (7h Oso SEX be see 
we President's It! improving, but his British medical advis gest 
that he should lenve Damascos, where auxitiee tend to delay hia recovery 


8, Kuphrates and J 
Jesirehi-~Tension is again reported between the semi-sedentary til 
Raggara and Kikieh, whose disputes had been dealt with recently by the Syrian 
authorities (joe Weekly Summary No. 111 of the 17th May). ‘The Mohafez states 
that he has appealed several times in vain to the French for assistance in enforcing 
‘@nottloment, and hax now gone to Damascus with his Commandant of Gendarmerie 
to give his ‘personal account of the recent tribal disturbances and of French 

‘tivities in the Jezireh 


1. The Lebanon, 
The trouble in North Lebanon seems to be nearly over. ‘The Government, 
in spite of their failure to obtain a battalion of Troupes Spéciales from the French 
(we parageaph 1 of Weekly Summary No. 113 of the lst May), decided that 
‘strong measures must be employed, and gave full powers to the Minister of the 
riot to eflect the necessary iirreats. Moat of the supporters. of Karam 
originally implicated (ten in all) are in custody, and a number of the gendarmerie 
have now been withdrawn, ‘oe 
Parliament has passed the budget, together with special allocations for the 
Ministries of Supply and Education. The Government have. promised. that an 
extraordinary session will be called towards the end of the month to consider the 
draft come Tas Law and other outstanding matters 
composition of a Natioi rt of Justice to deal with offences agai 
public order has at length been annonnced, andthe casea of A number of persons 
accused of participation in recent disturbances have been submitted for trial, 
‘Transjordan has recognised the independence of the Lebanon, 
. . . . . . 





[B 3701/23/80) No. 45, 


Estract from Weakly Politial Summary No. 133, Syria and. the Lebenon 


14th June, 1944.—(Receiced in Foreign Office, 2th June.) 


(Secret) 
1. General 

Discussions between the French, Syrians and Lebanese ig the 
framater of led ae Spéciales aad the corre have continued during the 
‘week but, was made, parti 3s Si 
Aral result has as yet been achioved. =” PACMMYIY ## regards the, Sireld: no 
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In reph request by the Syrian Government for 1,000 rifles for the 
gendarmerie, the French have offered 400 1907 model rifles at a cost of £Syr. 400 
each, which is equivalent to. approximately fiveand a half times the cost, including. 
all changes, of a new Lee Eofild, and have offered ammunition older than the 
rifles (IS84 manofacture) at 147’piastres (Bs. 4d.) a round. This offer being 
unaceptable, the Syrian Government may, it is understood, decide to send 
written request to His Majesty's Minister ‘through their Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, that the British authorities should provide the arms and equipment of 
which the gendarmerie are so ungently in need. ‘The Lebanese Government may 
beenpected to take similar action, 

Syrian_and Lebanese Prime Ministers, having been informed by the 
French that the Soviet Government were considering the possibility of recognising 
the independence of their respective States and of appointing to them diplomatic 
representatives, have now decided to send a Syrian official to Cairo in order to 
establish contact there with the Soviet Legation. They apparently propose to 
reply to the French that they welcome the idea but would prefer to discuss it 
direct, with the Soviets, 

The: news of the Allied landing in France indaced a wave of somewhat 
‘exaggerated optimism throughout Syria and the Lebanon, causing a marked fall 
in commodity prices during the first few days. 


2 Wheat, 

The agreement fixing the prices and the financing of the 1944 harvest, and 
granting refunds to the army and other British authorities on purchases from 
the 1943 crop have been signed by all the interested parties (eee para. 2 of W.S, 
No, 114 of the 7th June) 


. . . . . * 


(E 3677/217/89) No. 46, 


Mr, Duff Cooper to Mr, Kden—{(Recrived 28rd June.) 
(No. 1191.) 
(Telegraphic Algiors, 22nd Sune, 1944, 
UND Massigli this evening in a state of violont agitation and extreme 
jpression. He said that on 17th June the attitude of the Syrian Government, 
with regard to the handing over of special troops had suddenly hardened, and 
that the Syrian Prime Minister had referred to some "' secret "” uhat. was in hie 
possession on 2ist June. His Majesty's Minister at Beirut informed General 
Rieynet that the British military authorities had decided to provide the Syrian 
gendarmerie with arms and equipment. This he took to be the "secret 
which the Syrian Prime Minister had referred. 

‘2 Massigli reminded me that on 5th Februnry this year, a definite wssurance 
hhad been given that the British would not give Syrians assistance either in finance, 

equipment or in materials in order to enable them to maintain native troops, 
and that this assurance had been given by General Spears to. M. Ostrorog at 
Beirut, by Sir M. Peterson to M. Viénot in London and by me to himself, "Te 
added that on 4th April this assurance had heen reaffirmed by the Foreign Office 
He suggested that giving of arms to the Syrian gendarmerie was in spirit if not 
in words a clear breach of this undertakii 

3. He added that it was also a breach of article 4 of Lyttelton-de Gaulle 
agreement, which Inid down that the French should be the dominant Power 

Levant, and mentioned specifically control over gendarmerie. 

4. ‘There was nothing in the existing situation to justify such an act without 
consent or consultation. The French authorities were well able to look after the 
internal security, and it could hardly have been contended that Turkey was likely 
ft the present time to make unprovoked attack upon territories under the control 
of the United Nations. In addition the French hnd om 20th January agreed to 
our demand that there should be set up at Beirat a Franco-British Committee 
with the express duty of examining all questions of military security. If there 
‘were really any need for rearming the gendarmerie the question should have been 
referred in the first instance to this committee. 

5, He said that nothing more unfortunate could haye ocurred atthe present. 
time when negotiations which we all hoped would prove successful were 

roceeding in London. He implored me to prevent te you in the strongest 
language the dangers which he foresaw might arise. 
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(B 3702/217/89) No. 47 


Mr, Bien to Mr. Duff Cooper (Algiers). 
(No. 972) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, 29th June, 1944. 

YOUR telegram No. 1212 and my telegram’ No, 965, paragraph 2 [of 
‘27th and 2th June: Syrian armed forces} 

The case of the Troupes Spéciales is quite different from that of the 

midarmerie. In the first place negotintions for transfer of the former to the 
States Governments are actively proceeding, and it would militate against 
securing the conditions which the French and we desire to attach to this transfer 
if arms were to be supplied by tis before agreement is reached. Tn the second 
place, the creation of a Syrian national army would not in any way advance the 
‘war effort at present : and we have therefore adopted the line that we would not be 
willing to supply arms to it, though we shall have to sce that Troupes Spéciales 
carrying out operational ties for ux daring the war are properly armed and 
savipy 

2. Gendarmerie, however, bas important duties to fulfil in maintaining 
internal security, aud it is a direct military concern of ours to see that it is 
capable of fulfilling those duties. We do not deny that (as between the French 
and ourselves) gendarmerie is primarily a French responsibility under the 
Lyttelton-de Gaulle agreement, but we cannot for reason given above disinterest 
ourselves from ite efficiency. "See in this connexion Lard Moyne’s telegram 
No, 1687 with which agree ; 

3. Moreover discussions of last February to which you refer related to the 
transfer of the Trowpes Spéeiales to the States Governments ‘The Syrian 
gendarnstie are already a Syrian force (though the French had sexne say in it 
control). 

4 @ in mind when we informed you 

wary), that there had at tio time 
sament accepting a financial commit 
Tevant Governments, Inciden 
ally the French seem to be reading into this alleged "* undertaking "* far anore th 
wwe for our part had ever intended ; but as we atill have no intention of accepting 
‘nich a financial commitment this does not greatly matter. 


UE 3880/217/80) No. 48, 
Mr. Bden to Mr. Duff Cooper (Algier®).. 


Foreign Office, 29th June, 1944, 

M. VIENOT called upon me this afternoon and made representations, ou 
instructions from M, Massigli, regarding the decision of the British authorities 
in the Levant States to furnish arms for the gendarmerie. The general lines on 
which he spoke were the same as the representations which M. Massigli has made 
to you (see your telegram No, 1191), M. Vicnot complained that the question of 

sdarinerie was a French responsibility under article 4 of the Lyttelton: 
de Gaulle Agreement, and that Sir . Spears should not have offered arms. to 
the Syrian Government without previous agreement with the French authorities 
Ho said that, while the question might have its technical aepects, our action must 
undoubtedly have political effects injurious to French interests; in particular, the 
‘effect would be to, eliminate the Erench from all further influence in regard to 
the geudarmeri 

2. -M. Vidnot recalled the assurances given by you on the 5th February to 
the effect that-we would not give financial assistance or arms to the Levant States 
to enablo them to maintain an army, and urged that it was impossible to separate 
tho gendarmerie from the army for this purpose. 

3, Atm request, Mr. Hankey, who was present atthe interview. explained 
to M. Vitnot the distinction between the gendarmerie and the tropes spéciales 
con the lines of my telegram No, 972. He recalled that the need for strengthening 
the gendarmerie in the Levant States bad been apparent for some months, and 
that the French themselves had recognised this need. The Syrians bad been 
unwilling to buy arms from the French, and Sir B. Spears himself, when he saw 
the Syrian President and Prime Minister in March with the Commander-in- 
Chief, 9th Army, had urged that this was an untenable attitude and had pressed 
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the Syrian Government to purchase the necessary arms without more ado. 
Subsequently, it had become apparent that the French could not supply the 
necessary arms at the present moment. 

4. T told M. Viénot that we recognised that the French were entitled to be 
consulted regarding the provision of arms for the gendarmerie, but that, since 
our military authorities regarded the need as urgent, I must request that the 
matter should not be long delayed. I thea told M. Viénot of the proposal 
contained in my telegram No. 972, paragraph 6, that an Anglo-French committee 
should consider the question in Beirut and that Sir E, Spears and General Reynet 
should agree on its composition, which should preferahly be military, since the 
question was a military one. 

‘5. M. Viénot appeared to be favourably impressed by this suggestion, He 
suggested that it might in any case be well if the arms were not in the end provided 
direct by the British military authorities, but were given to the French authorities 
for then to pasa, He did ot, lever seem to res this sogustion 

@. Lam sending copies of this despatch to Hie Majesty's Minister at Beirut 
sand to the Resident Minister inthe Middle East 

am, &e. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 
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CHAPTER VI.—GENERAL. 


( 1580/16/65) No. 49. 


Mr. Eden to Lord Moyne, Minister of State Resident in Cairo. 
(No, 88) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, 18th A 
{TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship inlermation, Secs 
bring ore ‘on British sy in the Middle East, which was handed to 
Ms. Wal a Murray, the Director of Near Eastern and African Affairs in the 
8 iment, ‘at the opening ol informal conversation 
Siri. Pteron at ihe Roreign Geo onthe th Apri SEs 
am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Ambassadors at 
Washington, Cairo, Bagdad, ‘Tehran to His " m 
Washlogton, Caio, Bag ul nad Algiors and to His Majesty's Ministers 
1a 


im, So. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 


Enclowure in No, 49. 
British Policy in the Middle Bast. 


‘THIS paper is written without regard to the possibility of an United 
Nations organisation of one form or nnother being setup after the war to maistaln 
Peace and security, and to implement the terms of tho Atlantic Charter. 
sen2ay Tne, nothing in policy as defined below which need conflict 
with or impede much desirable development. ‘But it is relevant to remember 
eas aia a ec Tet vn ia me see 
jeneral colonial territories. And its peace and security are already partially, 
‘and not ineflectively, guaranteed by the treaty relations exis! 
component ay ad rent Britain, y sgeibes hens eee 
he Middle Rast as a whole is of particular importance to the Bri 
Commonwenith of nations both individually and collectively. Tt Trae thedinet 
Tine of communication hy sea, land and air between the United Kingdom and 
India and tho Dominions in the Pacific Ocean. In time of peace the importance 
of thin route is obvious, but in war the necessity to maintain the link unimpaired 
can scarcely be over emphasised, for political disturbances in the area marked 
by the triangle Saez, Aleppo and Basra. would mean.not only dislocation of the 
Pssage of roopa and supplies between. Anstralasia pd he Mediterrancan area 
wit interference in the vital oil supplies from the Middle Past oilfields to the 
Rastern Mediterranean and through the Persian Gulf. The Middle Enst is 
in fact a boffer between our principal enemies, Germany and Japan, and at tho 
‘ame time « vital Tink in the system of communications of the British Common 
‘wealth, The importance of the Middle Fast to the British Commonwealth may 
Portas be knoe to, that of the Carihbean Ares and the Canal Zone to the 
inited States 
‘4 In order to secure the safety of their interests in this area it has ben 
sand tl remain, the pliy of Hie Majeaty's Government ix the 
n ingdom to assist in the development of prosperous, progressive and 
friendly States, pomessed of a high degree of internal eccarity and. with stable 
Governments and a sound economic background. His Majesty's Government 
attach particular importance to the development of these conditions and have dane 
their best to promote them 
When the countries of the Arab Peninsula were separated from the 
Ottoman Ernpire asa rovlt of the last war it was already clear that moet of ioe 
had beyond the colonial era bat were no: sufficiently developed politically, 
socially and economically to be quite fit to govern themselves. This state of afinirs 
was reogased by the system of mandates inaugurated for Syria, Palestine and 
‘Transjordan, and tl 


the special Treaty of 1922 concluded with [raq.’ His Majesty's 


CGovertment are proud to have taken the lead in fostering promoting self- 
fy 


government in these territories in necordance with their general policy of 
Sympathy towards the Arab Nationalist movement. The approach of stability 
and self-government bas been hastened by the guidance and encouragement given 
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by His Majesty's Government to Arab countries, particularly in matters connected 
with their economic, social and educational well-being: ‘His Majesty's Govern- 
Trent gladly recognise and welcome similar American efforts in some of these 
TMauthes, “The development of self-govermment in these States is a tender plant 
Sod it seems likely that they will continue to require assistance, espectally in 
Yacing wealera ecotomic problems. Many British subjects have acquired special 
ititade for this, apart irom any contribations that may be made by the Middle 
Kast Supply Centre F 
PPM he instance of His Majesty’s Government the mandatory régime for 

Yraq was terminated in 1990 and traq became an. independent member of the 
Lentge of Nations as well as an ally of Great Britain, who, under the Treaty 
hityseas approved by the Council of the League, retain the responsilality for 
see defence against external aggression. When in the summer of 1041 Syria 
et the Lebanon were removed from the control of Vichy France and cleared of 
Gud the Tefanee, His Majesty's Government were able to arrange with General 
de Gaulle for, the recognition of Syrinn and Lebanese independence. Palestine 
{s complicated by the question of the Jewish Home, but until very recently His 
Majesty's Government’ stil hoped that somo meanire of agreement: might be 
Dbtained among ite inhabitants on a entisfactory form of government 

Pe Transjordan ix ruled autonomously by the Emir Abdullah, with a certain 
amount of assistance frou His Majesty's Government under tho tnandate. 

wt With Saudi Arabia His Majesty's Governinent are in tho closest relations 
of friendship, aud they have given a substantial subsidy to Thu Saud to enable 
Feee i erceiae the critical situation resulting from the war and the falling off 
vee pilurim trafic. His Majesty's Governinent have also the mort, intimate 
He ee Pitke Arab sbeikhdoras of the south coast of the Persian Gulf with whom 
they have special treaty relations, dating in movt cases from the last sentry 
Tech Saudi Arabia and the Gulf sbeikhdoms contain oilfelda of great actual atid 
Potential valve {in which American Companies are also largely interested), nnd 
Pode full co-operation of the sheikhdoms depends a vital trunk line of air 


‘communication. 


among th 
in Asia 
and. the extension o 
‘Arabic-speaking. people becoming 
Islamic culture and tradition 
press, aro hastening 
lities of co-operation with nei 
Ei een aown recently. in the possibility 
‘At least active co-operation) by the Prime 
Certain personalities in Syria, While few Araby politicis statesmen agree 
Srrany detail on what can or should be realised in this direction, His Majesty's 
Govetament bave announced that they wonld view with sympathy any movement 
Sinone Arabs to promote their economic, cultural and political wnity, But clearly 
tre nd Gative--in the political sphere at least—will have to come from the Arabs 
and «0 far no stich scheme whick would command approval has beer, 

worked out 

To. “Persia and Afghanistan fall outside the framework of the Arab 

mentioned abave, bat they are of particular jnterest and importance 

{o'His Majesty's Government, ‘The maintenance of « stable and friendly 
Government in Afghanistan is of vital concern for the defence of India, whi 
Persia borders not only on Tndia but-also on Iraq, for the defence of which 
Majesty's, Government have treaty obligations. “Roth Persia and Traq contain 
‘oilfields of the highest strategic value. 

11. With this prelude further details may be given of British policy towards 
‘each individnal country. 


portion of 
rabie and 


Palestine. 

12. The policy of Hie Majesty's Government in regard to the Jewish Home 
in Palestine is based on the Balfoar Declaration and the Mandate. Various 
interpretations of these instraments have been elaborated from time to time, the 
last cccasion being the White Paper of 1939 which it hardly seems necessary to 
snmmarie bere. Meanwhile tranquillity in Palestine ts eseential for the duration 
Of the war, This consideration must necessarily dominate all questions connected 
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with the Jewish Home and the attitude towards its realisation ad 

local popalation, both Jewish and Arab, as well as by the Jens in other parts 
of the world and by the Arabs in other Arab countries, As has already: been 
stated, His Majesty's Government, have hoped that eventually it might be possible 
to obtain some measure of agreement between the inhabitants of Palestine on a 
Satisfactory form/of government. Owing to the need for tranquillity no fonda 
mental decisions are desirable until the end of the war with Germary. 

19, Under British guidance and largely as the result of Jewish activity 
Aud initiative Palestine bas made astonishing material progress ieee ee 
War. Whatever the political outcome of the present situation inay be Haifa is 
bound to remain a port of very great importance as it is one terminus of the 
Pipe-line from Kirkuk to the Mediterranean. Palestine is aleo bound to retain 

e importance owing to its proximity to the Suez Canal and to sen and 
mamnnications essential to. the British Commonwealth of Nations 

14. Under the Mandate, His Majesty's Government undertake the sole 
responsibility for the administration of Palestine, and have borne at the cost af 
British resources and British lives. the burden of repressing. the disturhances 
consequent on the policy, approved by the League of Nations and United states 
Government, of facilitating the immigration of European Jews, Tn the lone tan 
it has to be recognised that whatever settlement is made in Palestine must either 
moot with the acquiescence of the sirrouuding peoples or he maintained by fares 


Tronsjordan, 


16. ‘Transjotdan is a more primitive and desert country, but it is ruled 
putonomously by the Amir Abdullah with a certain amount of assistance from 


Hin Majesty's Government who are responsible, under. the Mandate. and. by 
AgTeement with the Atir, for the conduct of his foreign relations. He has hoon 
loyal throughout the stresses of the war and his hereditary feud with Thm Seed 
bas never seriously affected the peace and prosperity of the Arabs ‘The farure 
of Transjordan cannot be altogether separated from the future of Palestine 
although it is under a separate Administration. ‘The Fimir Abdullah has several 
fumes suguosted to His Majesty's Government the termination of the mandate, 


but it seemed bettor that a decision shonld await the outcome of the presout stare 
of transition in Palestine and Syria 


Levant States, 


16. As previously stated, His Majesty's Government have been able to 
‘arrungo for the recognition of Syrian and Lebanese independence by the Freach 
futhorities. “In return they have assured the latter, notably in an exchange of 
letters between General de Gaulle and Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, th 
State at Cairo, dated the 7th Angust, 1041, that Great Bi 
disputing the position of France tn this area 
ecently held in the Levant States, democratic govertiments have emerged, which it 
3s hoped will be sufficiently stable to enable the position to be regularised de» hashes 
of neal independence, It has not. been possible during the war to regularise the 
Pimition by the formal termination uf the mandate, nor ig the form ef cosmexine 
hetween France and the Levant States yet settled or agreed. One iethoh 
{icerding to our conception, and assuming a stable and co-operative France, might 
involve the conclusion of treaties between that country and the Levant States the 
gflect of which would be to put France in a similar position to that which Gree 
jemiovs in Traq. Such treaties have been suggested by ‘the Frowch 
7A pough the intention of the Levant States te conclude them is more 
problematical than it seemed at first. meanwhile it is hoped that 
Substantial self-Government will be granted by the French National Ceemitcs 
of Liberation as the result of General Cattoux's negotiations and thay ae 
(iiultable modus rivendi will result by which the countries concerned can tondiace 


their day-to-day relations on a mutually agreed basis, a any rate fee the dees 
of the war, % 


17. The interest of His 
great during the war, 

tion of independence 

Allied hnnds white 

u 


pptand the Turki 
"vant States can never be a 
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matter of indifference to His Majesty's Government, as a Power with large respon- 
tiilitic and Intros a the EeicezyModitcrranetn and the commintcations of 
remain of strategic importance. 1 
SvP4 a Seis praiution of tetas of spa impetance to the enemy 
of the Middle East in war conditions, and a special Anglo-French ongarisation, 
the Office des Céréales Panifiables has been established to ensure purchase an 
dbstribution of the harvests.” Any failure of thie organisation would probably 
result in large shipments of cereals being required from outside the Middle 
i vy call on Allied shipping. 
ie Theres been mach talk as ‘Arab leaders recently of he proposed 
zeation of a Groater Syria to bring together some atleast of the Arab territories 
bordering on the Eastern Mediterranean which were separated as the result o 
the last war. His Majesty's Government do not exclude the possibility of some 
‘such emerging after the present war and they would not wish the 
txinience of mendates in Palestine and Transjordan to stand in the way of it 
if the inhabitants of those countries were favourably, disposed to the idea an 
rovided that. the problems of the Jewish Home and of the strategic needs of the 
British Empire in thie vital area could be met. The belief ‘has even been 
expresied in some quarters that the solution of the Jewish problem would be 
assisted by the emergence of a Greater Syria, Agreement with the French 
National Committee of Liberation, would also be required: As yet, however, 
there does not seem to be any genieral agreement among the principal personalities 
af the region as to what they want or what is posible, and the ereation of a 
Greater Syria must in any case present very great practical difialties 
‘The Prime Minister of Iraq has propounded such a scheme, with which he boper 
to combine a larger federation or union of Arabic-speaking States. By 
ment between bim and Nahas Pasha, negotiations to ascertain the 
of realising these plans have for some months past been conducted in 
Syrian and Lebanese delegations among others have taken part in these 
discussions, 


Iraq. 
tween His Majesty’s Government and Traq are governed 
by hel pens TyAinance of 1890, Exon es ‘economic, administrative, technical 
‘and educational help has been given by His Majesty's Government to Iraq, which 
has made much progress in the last twenty years, But like other Arab countries, 
its recent history, culminating in the Rashid Ali coup d'Btat of 1041, seems to 
show that it Government isnot yet suficlentiy broad taaed or established fo main 
tain an effective internal control, unless it receives military, economic and technica 

‘support and assistance. There are important reserves of oil 

of which has been undertaken by groups pe 

ber interests. Iraq will remain of special im 
Sommonwenlty of Notions ent bly sabes of hor oll resources. but also as an 
essential air and land link between Great Britain, India, Australia and the 
Far East. By Article 5 of the Treaty of Alliance of 1030 ‘" His Majesty the 
King of iraq recognises that the permanent maintenance and protection in all 
circumstances of the esential communications of Hie Britannic Majesty i in the 
‘common interest of the High Contracting Parties.” and sites for air bases have, 
$a accordance with this article, been allocated to Hie Majesty's Government ai 
at ace mba Iraq has acquired a special importance ws a base for 
the forces necessary to operate and protect the Persian Gulf supply routes to the 
Soviet Union and also as an important source of cereals and food-stufls for 
‘consumption in the Middle East. Special arrangements have been made by His 
Majesty's Government to purchase the Iraqi surplus of barley and dates for 
distribution according to the needs of other Middle Fast countries by the Middle 
Supply Centre. v8 

Besse. Bvicia plic in req hn to bu poated 6 icy in Persia. ‘The Tehran 
Declaration confirms the hope of His Majesty's Government that the stability 
and indepeodence of Persia can be maintained unimpaired by anything 
approaching spheres of influence. His Majesty's Government have greatly 
appreciated the help of the United States Goreriment to this end. Te follows, 
, that general security and the defence of cil supplies and communications 
in the oilfields area must be ensured by forces ‘on Iraqi or other Arab 
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Saudi Arabia, 

28, Shortly after the conquest of the Hejaz und the expulsion of the 
Hashimite dynasty by Ibn Saud, a treaty was conchided between him and His 
Majesty's Government at Jedda on the 20th May, 1927, by which His Majesty's 
Government recognized Ibn. Sand as King of the Hejaz and of Nejd and its 
dependencies. Thn Saud, for his part, undertook to maintain friendly and 
peaceful relations with the Arab sheikhdoms in the Persian Gulf, who were in 
special treaty relations with Tis Majesty's Government. ‘The maintenance of 

riendly relations between Tha Saud and the various Arab principalities in the 
Arabian peninsula is considered by His Majesty's Government to he an essential 
requirement for the continuation of stable conditions along the eastern and western 
‘coast of the peninsula, 

24, Friendly relations with Tn Saud are also a matter of 
importance to His Majesty's Government because of the former's influence, as 
keeper of the shrine at Mecea, with the large Moslem popalation in Indi 
in other parts of the British Empire, and also because of Saudi Arabia's proximi 
to the sea toute to India. ‘Throughout the war Thn Saud has made no secret 0 
his sympathy for the cause of the democracies, and on many occasions, notably 
duritig the Iraqi rebellion of May 1941, he has used his influence on behalf of His 
Majesty's Government and the United Nations generally. 

25, Saudi Arabia dopends for its revenue ton great extent on the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, and as this pilgrimage was seriously reduced by war conditions, His 
Majesty's Government undertook early in the war to provide Thu Saud with a 
fusy. “This now largely takes the form of w wildy tn kind, esata! applies 
being provided through the Middle Rast Supply Centre at the cost of His 
Majesty's Government, Help in the form of Lease-Lend assistance is nlso bein 

ven by tho United States Government. "Another source of reveaue is provided 
y the California Arabian Standard Oil Company, which holds a large concession, 
in Eastern Saudi Arabia. In the course of thme Tha Saud should receive « 
ibstuntial income from royalties, but at present it is upon financial help from 
His Majenty's Government that the Saudi Arabian vadministration tainly 
lependa 

28." Tn view of the proximity of Saudi Arabia to Palestine, Transjordan, 
Traq and othor territories in which Great Britain is interested, His Majesty's 
Govorninent are closely concerned in proposals which have been made for allotting 
inoreased quantities of modern armaments to Thm Saud. It is clearly not in the 
‘best interests of the Arab peoples that there should be a higher level of armamenta 

n the Arab countries than is necessary to achieve internal security. In view of 
the mutual suspicion between some of them, any higher level than this is bound 
to lead to international tension, with harmfal both to the Arab 
themselves, to the Jews in Palestine and in Arab territories and to the 
international companies and communications operating in the area. It is 
Shak the Staie Department will take the kame view in this matter and wil 
‘co-operate Wil ‘oreign Office in discouraging any high I armamen 
in the Arab countries. Soa eat ha ~| 


The Yemen. 
27. The 


Government in which both parties 
‘any way impair the independence ot 
he only matter of dispute between 
the Yemen is the question of the 


‘aceept the frontier 
io Yemen has refused to admit the validity of this Convention and claims 
large sections of the Aden Protectorate. treaty of the 11th February, 1034, 
the frontier existing at that date was stabilised pending a final decision.” Apart 
from, occasional differences of opinion ns to the acttal line af the: Troster, 
relations between the two countries have remained consistently friendly. 


Arab States in the Persion Gulf. 


28, British interest in the Persian Gulf dates from the 17th and 18th 
centuries, but it was at the beginning of the 19th century that Great Britain 
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entered upon her greatest task there, at considerable cost to. herself, in cleari 
the Gulf of piracy, in putting down ihe slave trade and, later, gun-running, an 
in buoying and beaconing its waters for the peaceful development, of the 
commerce of all nations. In a series of treaties with the local rulers His 
Majesty's Government have undertaken the conduct of thet, foreign relations 
an 


responsibility for their military protection, with the result. that the 
States in question have enjoyed a period of political tranquillity and relative 
prosperity for many years despite the restrictions which the natural poverty 
Of the area has hitherto placed upan economic progress. In return for this, Great 
Britain has insured herself, so far_as she has been able, against the establish- 
ment of any potentially ive Power in the Gulf to threaten her 
communications with India. “The discovery of cil in the arca should greatly 
improve the prospects of these States, especially at Bahrein, It is of great 
importance that no international or inter-Arab rivalries should disturb. the 
existing peaceful conditions, and thus impede the development of the oil and 
other resources of the area, ai well as the important cable and air communications 
which ron via the Gulf to India. 


Persia. 

29. British policy in Persia was explained in some detail in a memorandum 
‘communicated to & cif ited States Embassy in London on the 6th Jannary, 1943, 
The objectives of His Majesty's Government to Persia seemed then, and 
still seem, 10 6 very closely with thove of the United States Government, 
and this fact has been confirined by the declaration regarding Persia insted at the 
‘Tehran Conference in December 1 : : 

30, Taking a loog view, the interests of Persia and of His Majesty's 
Government io that region are identical, We desire to see n strong, stable and 
independent Persia, and the common interest of Persia, of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment and of the Soviet Government in this aim was expressed in the Atiglo Soviet- 
Persian Alliance signed on the 20th January, 1942. According to that ‘Treaty, 

the forces of the Allied Powers shall be withdrawn from Iranian territory not 
later than six months after all hostilities between the Allied Powers and Germany 
and hor associates have been suspended by the conclusion of an armistice or 
armistices, or on the conclusion of peace between them, whichever date is the 
earlier.” 

‘SI. His Majesty's Government recognise the hardships which the war has 
brought to Persia, which they have done their utmost to mitigate within tho 
limitations imposed by the world shortage of shipping and commodities, and by 
the paramount need in the interests of the common war effort to send the 
maximum possible amount of supplies to Rustia. In so far as the difficulties of 

‘due to administrative defects, His Majesty's Government have believed 
ited States advisers would best be able to exercise a useful influence in 
3s were not available it would probably be necessary to 

Government should seek rs from some other Power 


‘concern to the 
‘rans-Iranian Railway, with ite 
southern termini at Bandar and Khorramshahr and its northern outlet 
‘on the Caspian, has proved its value as.a supply line to Russia during the War, 
cand its efficient maintenance and administration in the post-war years is likely to 
be a matter of commercial and political concern to more than aie of the United 
Nations. India also has specially close relations with Persia in the commercial 
and cultaral sphere. Persia is an important market, actual and potential, for 
India’s products, particularly tea and piece-goods. Indian Shiadom worships at 
Persian and Iraqi shrines while India as a whole, not excluding even branches of 
Hindu culture, owes much of its literary and artistic inspiration to Persian 
sources 
‘33. Persia is also of special strategic concern to His Majesty's Govern- 
‘ment because it borders on India, for the defence of which they are responsible. 
[29046] a2 
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‘The East Persian! route via Zahidan and Meshed assumed importance during the 
present war and the last (though for different reasons) and it may well become a 
permanent link between India and Central Asia. Further. west, it is naturally 
4 matter of concern to India that the tribes of Fars and other regions bordering 
on the Gulf and the oilfields should be under a control sufficient to prevent 
inroads on vital installations and communications, whether by rail, road oF air. 


Afghanistan, 


region will contribute materially to the 
stability of Asia. ‘The existence in Afghanistan of a stable and friendly Govern- 
ment is also essential to the tranquillity of India’s North-West Eroutier, because 
‘4 weak Governmont in Afghanistan could not control the tribes in their own 
territory and an unfriendly one could very easily stimulate the tribes on both 
sides of the frontier to hostility against us, Moreover, it is desirable that the 
Afghan Government should not seek to intrigue in Indian polities, as this could 
only make it more difficult for Tndians to resolve their internal differences, ‘The 
protent régime in Afghanistan is entirely satisfactory in all these respects, and 
1 is a matter for satisfaction that during nearly four years of war the situation 
on the frontinr hax remained ndisturbed, except in Waziristan, where. the 
ativiion of hontile gangs instigated by the Faair of 1p, who has maintained 
touch with emixaries of enemy Powers, have casised some trouble to the British 
authorities, 

85, "The traditional poliey of all Afghan Governments has been to play off 
Russin against Great Britain,” Since Russia's entry into the war they have been 
‘unable to do this and instead they sought an alternative balance by straddling, the 
fence between the United Nations and the Axis So long as the issue of the 
war remained uncertain, they made it clear that they attached great importance 
{o the maintenance of their diplomatic relations with the Germacs and 
(although they consented under pressure to expel the German and Ttalian fon. 
official colonies in 1041). and to the refusal of facilities for us for the transit of 
supplies to the Soviet Union through their territory. Indeed, these points were 
regarded hy Afghans as symbols of their independence, and thelr enforced 
abandonment. wotlk have been so unpopular as to weaken the internal position 
of the Afghan Government. On the other hand, the security of India’s North. 
‘West Frontier obliged us to maintain pressure on the Afghan Government to 
ensure that, slong as the enemy Legations remained at Kabul they wore 
rendered incapable of serious intrigues aimed against us (ot against the Afghan 
Government Ives), But in exerting this pressure it has been essential to 
void driving the Afghan Government to action which would endanger thei own 
stability, the maintonance of which is our first concern Last autumn, however, 
as a result of a joint démarche with the Russians, we were successful in getting 
Hid of the more dangerous members of the German Tagation and several 
Japanese engineers who were suspected of undesirable activities, and. the 
capacity for harm of the Axis Legations in Kabul has now been almost entirely 
Felnoved, Sines thon, growing certainty of the eventual micoes of the Alice os 
brought about a striking change in the attitude of the Afghan Government 
towards us. They are carefully watching the activities of the few German and 
‘Tapancse representatives who remain in the country. they have obviously been 
impressed by Anglo-American solidarity, and they have given several indications 
of their realisation that it is to Great Britain and ‘the United Staten that they 
must look for guidance and assistance in educational progress and economic 
development, close collaboration between the United States and British 
Legations in Kabul has undoubtedly contributed much to these satisfactory 
developments. 


Economic Questions in the Middle Bost. 
36, ‘The value of Anglo-American co-operation has already been striking! 

shown through the admirable work of the Middle East Supply Centre. Hitherto, 

owing to the shortage of available supplies, the activities of the Supply Centre 


7 


must have appeared to the Governments of the Middle Eastern countries as 
nly restrictive; bat it may shortly be possible to relax the existing restrictions, 
and the time now seems to have come when the future of this Anglo-American 
organisation might usefully be considered. His Majesty's Government would 
propose that the first step might be to bring the local Governments gradually 
into consultation by means of conferences on subjects of interest to them. This 
Policy is already being pursed and conferences have already been held with their 
Participation on subjects. such as transport, food production and rationing 
statistics Later, provided that the loeal Goveraments proved responsive, arrange: 
ments might be made to associate them even more closely with the Centre's work 
Eventually they might, perhaps, if they wished, be admitted to full participation 
in all the Centre's activities. “There would seem to be great advantage in an 
endeavour on these lines to make Anglo-American control over supplies and 
distribution, which will presumably have to remain in being in the Middle East 
‘until some considerable time after the end of the war, more acceptable to the 
local Governments by a progressive process of consultation and partnership, 
accompanied where pomitle by a gradual relaxation of restrictions." Finally, as 
a long-term objective, it may be found desirable to establish a Middle Es 
Economic Council as a consultative body tative of the Middle East 
Governments and of other Governments with major interests in this region, but 
His Majesty's Government have not thought it neceasary to form definite views 
fon this Intter point at the present stage. It is, however, possible that-at economic 
organism might be created which would even in peace time fuidl « unifying 
economie role, at any rate among the Arab countries, and would 
to their growing sense of racial unity and at the same time provide a useful 
training ‘in modern economic and commercial technique for the peoples 
of the countries concerned. 


Coxciusiox. 
87. The above sets out British needs and commitments and the international 


other couitries. 
Foreign Office, 21th March, 1044. 





(B 2793/2793/6) No. 50. 
Mr. Eden to Lord Killearn (Cairo), 


0.220.) 
Lord, Foreign Office, Sth May, 1944 
wigee a Anbmaador ak wo we me tt feernoon, win he: gare 
document from tian Prime Minister. some 
ae se tr content’ Tt Sn oot scl twa cometrabe thet th ‘retich would 
to what was bore proposed, nor at a first reading could His Majesty's 
GErerament recommend that they should do so. Apart from any other considera- 
tion, I had no evidence that the States mentioned were in a position to undertake 
self-government. I added that I found it surprising to receive a document of 
this kind from the Egyptian Prime Minister at this time. I should have thought 
that ‘would have been better occupied setting her own house in order. 
2.” The Ambassador seemed a little puzzled by my remarks, so T asked him 
Heatley and thar be had leard pong. 1 thea gave hi some act 
is said that he i ; 
psoas essed due horror atthe idea that Hassanein Pasha could have 
been a successful Prime Minister. 

































































@, Reverting to the docament, I commented that while it spoke in eloquent 
terms of » union of Arab States, so far as I was aware we were still far from such 
adesirable state of affairs; and as for the active help that the Arab States had 
given us, we here had not yet forgotten Raschid Ali's rebellion. 

4 The Ambassador did not defend his Prime Minister's document with 
any great vigour and asked me what he was to say to Nahas Pasha. I suggested 
that it would be enough if he abould reply that he had delivered the document to 
me. His Excellengy also mentioned that copies of this had been sent to. the 
French National ittee, the United States Government and the Soviet 
Government. 

Tam, &v. 


ANTHONY EDEN. 


Enclosure in No. 50. 


Son Excellence le Principal Seerétaire d’Btat 
de Sa Majesté Britannique pour les 
Affaites Etranybres, Londres. 


Excellence, Le Caire, le [1 } avril 1944 

LES lecons de la guerre et la révolution des esprits ont amend les Etats ot 
les individus i considérer comme une nécessité absolve I'établissement d'un monde 
iucllour.- ‘fle, tus lee peuples pour qui co avenir eaten fonction dune 
démocratio épurée ot sincdte envisagent, A la fois avec eapérance et anxisté, la 
réalité d'une paix qui, non seulement doit mettre fin aux violences de la guerre, 
ttikis Organiser I'existence des nations et des individus dans l'entente, la confiance 
ot la solidarité, 

2. Dans les tragiques circonstances que nous traversons et & cette heure qui 
pte dela paix lat du devoir de chagoe homme responsable de. prendre 
‘une part active 4 P'élaboration du monde futur, d’exprimer son opinion aves 
franchive et d'émettre avec netteté ses suggestions. Pour Egypte, que des 
considérations historiques et sociales placent en tee des pays arabes et 
Tousulmans, et qui, par 4a postion gographique et son éotation wciale, et poe 
que jamais désignée & servir d’agent de liaison, d’entente et de paix entre 
VOccident et Orient, c'est un devoir, qu'elle ne sanrait esquiver, d’élever Ia 
voix et de défendre Ia’ cause de 1"Union arabe, qui est en mime temps une cause 
do coopération entre Etats et peuples lids par détroites alfinités culturelies, 
oorales et politiques, 

8. | Quelaues-une de oe peuples ont obtena lear indépendance et sont devena 
‘ausaitdt, dans Te concert des nations, d'actife éléments de paix et de civilisation 
D)autres souffrent encore dire incompris et de trainer Ie bonlet bumiliant impood 
par des régimes périmés. Co sont des Etats, ce sont des hommes qui ont le souct 
de leur dignité, qui nourrissent des aspirations Véxitimes et qui ne peuvent 
accoptor d’étre traités en Etats ¢t en individus inférieurs A qui est refusé le droit 
dour respects, indépendants et libres, et de jouir des bienfats d'une vraie 
civilisation, 

4. Les peuples arabes, qui, chacun dans sa sphire, ont apporté 3 la cause 
ddes Nations Unies toute l'aide en leur pouvoir, & ln fois pour faciliter Ia vietoire 
ot eollaborer A ume: paix juste e durable, ont envisage comme une impérieuse 
‘néceasité la formation de I’ Union arabe en sérieuse voie de réalisation. Par cette 
Union ils-out la certitude quan équilibre qui manquait & Vorganisation d'un 
monde meilleur sera trouvé st qu'entre I'Orient et I’Occident sera enfin close I'ére 
des malentendus, 

5, Aussi bien, cette Union serait incompléte et ne prodnirait pas ses 
meilleurs effets si les penples arabes de l'Afrique du Nord s’en trouvaient exclas 
et continuaient, vivre sous imes contraires A leurs droits et A leurs 
‘aspirations, L’Algérie, le Maroo, la, Tunisie et la Libye entendent béndficier, A 
Jour tour, des principes pour lesquels se battent les Nations Unies. Tl semble 
quion ne sageait, sans injustice, lear refuser un droit naturel et il serait 

rofondément regrettable qurils soient les seule étre tenvs A I'écart des peuples 
Fibres et indépendonta. 

6, La Grande-Bretagne, 'Amérique et I'Union des Républiques socialistes 
sovidtiques, autant par lears nctes que par leurs déclarations, ont encouragé et 
‘aidé Ta libération et I'indépendance des peuples. Ta France ne peut pas 
moins et nous apprécions les efforts du Comité d'Alger de modifier la politique 
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coloniale francaise. Les dirigeants de ea politique ont déja prouvé qu'ils sont 
péncerés de Vesprit nouveau en reconnaisant Vind dane de In Syrie et du 
‘ban, lant, quelle que soit la bonne volonté des autorités d’Alger, les 
événements exigent également ailleurs des mesures définitives et des décisions 
complites. La glorieuse France d'hier, qui redeviendra la glorieuse France de 
demain, se doit de n’étre pas la derniére & manifester en actes son libéralisme 
et son esprit de démocratie. 
7. Es accord avec tous les peuple arabes, I'Ezypte acomplit un 6lémentaire 
devoir de solidarité en soumettant & la France et aux Nations Unies les desiderata 


ddes peuples de l'Afrique du Nord. Loin de voir son prestige diminué, 1a France 


fe grandirait en néqociant, dans Ie cadre des principes allce et, de Fesprit 
de Ia Charte de I'Atlantique, les modalités de I'indépendance de "Algérie, du 
Maroc et de la Tunisie, Elle trouverait, dans la reconnaissance de leur 
indépendance, la justification de sa. politique nouvelle et établirait, en méme 
temps, avec ces pays, des rapports d'amitié et d'alliance beaucoup plus sinctres 
et productifs que les rapports de dépendance qui sont cause aujourd'hui, et 
Je seront davantage demain, de bien des frictions et de troubles. 

8. C'est désormais Vesprit de comprehension, de jutice et dhumanité qui 
devra présider aux relations entre peuples et indvidas. La vraie pas, la stle 
paix durable, est A cette condition, Devant |'Occident et V'Orient un avenit 
particulidrement féond s'ouvrira si les droits et les intéréts mutuels sont 

et si la justice est égale pour tous. Une paix qui ne tiendrait 
compte des réalités nouvelles, qui, dans Vorganisation du monde futur, 
donnerait pas i I'Orient toute In place qui lui revient et qui ne reconnaitrait 
pas ses droits, serait une paix dangereuse. Les peuples espdrent micux et 
davantage, l'Orient comme {’Occident, V'ancien monde comme le nouveau. 

9. Comme prélude 4 I'ére nouvelle, les peuples arabes attendent dex Nations 
Unies et plus particulitrement de In France que, revenant sur le passé, il soit 
mis fin au régime de vexations et de persécutions, que les leaderv emprisonnés 
soient libérés et qu'il soit permis aux représentants authentiques de I’ Afrique du 
Nord d’exprimer, suns crainte de représailles, leurs légitimes aspirations, Aisi 
Ja France nouvelle donnerait une courageuse mesure de son litéralisme et 
mériterait V'amitié et le respect do tout !'Orient arabe. 

Veuillez agréer, Excellence, assurance de ma haute considération. 


Lx Prisipext pv Coxsxtt, 
Mixterne one Avrames Rrnaxckres, 
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(B 4133/904/97) No.1 


Mr. Squire to Mr. Kden—(Receieed ¥3th July.) 
(No. 66) 
Sir, Kabul, Uxt Suly, 1094, 
1 HAVE the honour to transanit herewith « report on the heads of foreign 
missions in Kabul. 
2 Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Secrotary of State for India 


‘and to the Government of India. 
T have, 
G. FE. SQUIRE, 


Knclowire iti Now 
Report on Meads of Foreign Missions in Kabul. 


Egypt (Minister): M. Mohamed Amin Fouad Bey 

Presented his credentinis on the 1st April, 1943. A. caroer diplomatia 
Very civilised after the French soode and scene to be well off financially, | How 
served, among other places, in Angoravand Bucharest, in which latter place be 
was first counsellor and later Minister. After Mry Engett he ix far and away 
Gur_most helpful colleague. Being the representative of a Mohammedan country 
With no sxe to grind in Afghanistan, be and his busy tittle, wife are. able to 
tntertain Afghans more freely than other legations, m concession of which they 
take fall advantage and always'to the benefit of the Allied, and expecially the 
British cause, which they warmly support. 
France (Vichy) 

"The legation has been closed, and since the 22nd" May, 1943, Vichy, French 
interests in Kabul haye been transferred to the care of the Turkish Fmbasty. 


Germany (Minister) : Herr Hans Pilger. 

‘Presented his credentials on the 28th August, 1987, 
Iraq (Minister): General Khalid Al Zahawi 

Precented his credentials on the 4th February, 1043. Served with the Tragi 
army and has received (raining at the Stat? College at Camberley, where he 
enjoyed himself thoronghly and where he seems to have ten very well treated: 
Before being posted to Kabul he was Director-General of Irrigation in his own 
country. 
‘A gentle but rather colourless person, seemingly well dixposed to Great 
Britain but of little active assistance to the Allied cause in Kabul. A good 
Tinguist, speaking English, French, Persian and Turkish. Has a Turkish, wife, 
Whe joined him in the antumn of 1943 but who is sbortly leaving again, for 
Tstanbul, where he has a son sindying medicine, 
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Haly (Minister) (until, the. Sth May, 1944, when he left for Moscow) : 
Commendatore P- Quaroni 

Presented his credentials on the 9th December, 1936. 

An extremely able and ambitious little man. ‘An accomplished linguist, who 
seems to have been relegated to Kabul as the result of some past indiscretion, 
During his seven aud half years in Kabul be hae wade a che ‘study of Afghan 
history and archeology, on which he is now an authority. Has never been a keen 
Fascist but is prepared to subordinate any convictions he may have to his personal 
advancement, Was counsellor in the Italian Embassy in Moscow in 1920, when 
hhe met and married his Russian wife, a lady with ¢ very malicious tongue. An 
interesting but untrustworthy and rather dangerous couple 


Japan (Minister): Motohatw Shichidal. 
Presented his credentials on the rd November, 1942. 


Persia (Ambassador): M. Abolghassem Nadjm. 

Presented his credentials-on the 5th August, 1943 A career diplomat, who 
hhas been successively Minister in Berlin, Paris and Tokyo. Friendly bat ineffective 
and appears to have little influence in Kabul. ‘The co-operation ‘which he is on 
‘occasion asked to give to His Majesty's Legation on matters of mutual interest is 
adequate, but not mor)" Asifnr ig: T cum aware; he has never expressed any 
enthusiasm for the United Nations Is learning English, which he understands 
tolerably wel 
Sovict Union (Ambassador): M. Ivan Nikolaevich Bakoalin, 

Presented his credentials on the 17th February, 1044. Aged 35, 

‘The enfant terrible of the Diplomatic Corps in. Kabul. Was apparently 
‘sppointed to the Diplomatio Service from China in about 1988 and, except. for 
4 period as consul-general in Sinkiang, has verved moatly in Moscow. Butly, 
‘outspoken and entirely without polish, he boasta of his peasant origin, Like so 
many Russians he considers the only test of a friend ix the capacity to pat away 
‘an unlimited number of drinks with no heel taps Speaks a lit y bd English 
and appears friendly, His wife, who in even less polished than her husband. 
doctor and works as embieay surgeon, 


Turkey (Atubassador) - M. Kemal Koprulu 

Frovented his credentials on the Ist Julie, 1942, Is something of a legal 
expert. Before the 1914-18 war was scoretary to tho legal adviser to the 
Ministry of the Interior in the Turkish Governtient. He served in the Turkish 
Army a6 a reserve officer 1914-18, aftor which he resumed hia carver of lawyer 
cum diplomatiat, | Was first secretary at the London Embassy in 1023. Acted as 
advisor to tho Turkish Ministry for’ Foroign Affairs in connexion with the 
Arbitration Board appointed for the wettlement of the frontier dispute between 
Afghanistan and Persia in 1094. twas then that he visited Afghanistan for the 
fiat time. Tn the next year ho was ibade logal adviser to the Turkish Minutey 
for Foreign Affairs, a post which he continued to hold till 
Kaba. 

M. Koprula has the prosperous aj 
London hotel, Ho uses certain lava 
re not ont of Keepil 
sinooth, not to say slippery, that it is hard to know whether there is nu 
him oF not. On the whole it ix thought that thore is not, He certain 
85 the impression of being either-a profound lawyer or an eflective diplomatist 
Ho has, however, sncceeded in avoiding even the least intimacy with the variows 
representatives of the United Nations in Kabul, though there ie no evidence ot 
far available to show that he is on any rmore intimate terms with the Axig 
Fepresentatives. Till we can be more certain af his quality, therefore, he is 
probably worth watching. (Written in 1943) 

On'leave in Turkey August 1943 to June 1944. Profescos enthusiasin for the 
Allied cause, but unfortunately commands little respect either from the Afghan 
Government or from the large Turkish community in Kabul, 


United Statesof America (Minister): Mr. Cornelius Van H. Engert. 

Prosentod his credentials on the 26th July, 1942. Daring the war of 1914-18 
be was secretary to the United States’ Legation in Constantinople, where he 
Fendered the British Government conspicuous assistance in the matter of British 
Prisoners of war in the hands of the Turks. In the interval he bas frequently 
vinited London, where he is well known at the Foreign Office. At Tehran ancl 
later at Beirut he gave many further proofs of his anxiety to co-operate with 


ing in any way 
himself most 


France. With ie pinto 

is at all times the clasest_ co-o ad British 
ons, which is assistance fo ws in Kabul. rngert’s policy 

SSperatio, however, winch at ines sos rahe beyond ha of Be own Govern 

treat and which he therefore tries fo sonceal fom Bit on ta ee 
into dificalties and is not condhcive to the securing of loyal support from his 
dinates, Tn spite of his friendliness 1t must be admitted that be lad 

pasar ‘and ‘therefore fails to. command’ the respect which he khoald 


othorwise enjoy. 





(E 5001/90/07) No. 2 
Mr. Syuire to Mr. Eden —(Receieed 18th September.) 


a. LIS 
No Ean /408 dead th xh June, 186, 1 have th ioe te eco oy 
oon or nt re hers on ean to come meray ah 
Saget vera ‘of the ilitary Pebticaion : ae Afghanisian. “ 
Vstase ct pace Uportance while the nama of several individuals of purely 


military or tit signet Maucapatch, wihoatenclonure, to Ube Secretary 


ee 
Tee Squmne. 


‘am sending a copy of this d 
of State for Tndia and to the Government of Tadin 


Enclosure in No, 2, 


Records of Teading Personalities in Afghanistan 
(The references in brackets are to Who's Who in Afghanistan, 1036," inued 
(The referen r 8 


— 1880. Son of Qazi Ghulam. 

Brother of W, Weg, aeedeet Ala Teo iehal Ghia, owing to long 

viience in Wardak, is known as" Wardaki," From 1900 to 1916 wi Thiel 
Taber (Arzbegi) to the Ameer, Appointed Hakim (Governor) of Kata 

rested with his brother for complicity in the murder of Ameer Habibullab, chan 
(1910) ‘and banished, but was later acquitted, In 1922 was presi Pier aasing 
& ot vallah and was @ great favourite of his. Sent to War ae Pike 

} rebellion in 1924-25 to maintain loyalty La yen eat 
Da llah’s absence. in Enrope was for four months Governor of the 
Eanes Province, but was relieved and sent to Moscow to meet King ‘Amanalla 
it boing realised that he was incapable of administering the province. Tw irae 
fo Katt July 1038. Officiating Minister of Interior November 1925. Supported 
‘Gannullah fa his efforts, from Kandahar, Fled with Aman ie India 
May 1020\ and went to Rersia. Returned to Afghanistan December, 1029. 

lected. President of the National Council (Rais Shura) 1030, In, Nove 
Dcomedel to Farah as Rais-i-Tanzimich (Supreme Ciyi x ou 
inifutrator), Farah and Chakhansar, “Returned to Kabul in spring of 1092 
Aap icalected President, National Council. Ts reported. to. belong to the 
Ere arkhi” family party. Re-elected President of the National Council 1983. 

iehed Wardak country March 1933 to check pro-Amanullal propag: 
Seved.ca a commission on the Helmand water dispute ug 1968, "Tn Uetoowe 
1933 visited North Afghanistan with Prime Minister 7 a eee aoe 
Proident of National Come 9) miata, till Pretdent of Nato 
ee NO nor avery Hey Tut continues to carry out his duties. 
Council. He is now a. very sick man, but contis soy oat Mi doin 
friend of the Prime Minister (W.W. 337), Owing to ill a5 
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be’ given aby wore active appoint 
be ‘given anymore active appointment, but shonld retain his position in’ the 
Is apparently friendly to members itish Legatis 
convey imprestion of aincerigy. ss? nt Tegation, bot doce not 
2 Abdul Ahad (W.W. 5)—Son of Abdul Ahad Khan of GI 
brother of W.W. 315. Born 1902 in Kabul, Tajik: He owas property aa 
Kabul and Ghazni. An infantry officer. Was sent to Turkey about 1925 for 
raiblaty. (raining and studied ih Ablilary Academy, Istanbul. Weturned to 
ghanistan via Herat early in 1939; reached Kandahar just after Amanol 
led. to India. ‘Returned to Herat.” Later joined late Ring Nadie Rhone 
Southern Province aud took part in fighting’ there. " Appointed Officer Cot 
manding, Arg, after Nair's sucersionAppoated General Ofker Commanding 
i [as mor ‘once ‘cong ied by the King on 
tinged work as General Offer Commaniog, fedbare “Atiorded manner 
in Delhi, January 1985. After his returd held fre el 
Kandahiat garrisoh and started seriously to learn English of abide fe soaks, 
Unde Appointed General Officer Commanding, Herat, in dune 1995. Cane to 
Kabul, was received hy the King ad tetarned to Kandahar and lett to take up 
his new appointinent, An intelligent little man, with a great sense of humou 
hea keen student of bis profession and from all accounts a capable commander. 
nd loyal. Speaks Turkish well. Was vory friendly to British 
Military Attaché on his isit to India and was much impressed he the tre 
ness and hospitality of British officers he met. In 1936 ho visited Musabad on 
the Persian frontier to select a site for a post in area given to Afghanistan by the 
Roundary Commission. ‘Trained men in ambulance wotk. Takes an interest 
in medical work and. rewards doctors. who have done good work. His brother 
joined: Abdul Majid (W.W, 72-A) in Herat for his tour in Europe. - Popular 
4g Herat. Appointed commander in Farah Provinee during Helmand water 
Hepat, Sister married to. W.W, 833 in 1996, Hoyal appresation presumably 
in connoxion with services in Heimand water dispute, le 
flan nn ppm ac yi Poa 
ive ot military matters. Appears keen on his profession and anions to 
improve training and equipment of the army, Professes loyalty for Central 
‘han Government and Government of Herat Said he was impressed by hix 
Visit to Indian manoavres in 1035 and with British methods. Reported” that 
1 exorcised moro influence that the Governor of Herat, In absence of tho 
Governor of Herat, he and Mohammad Ali Khan oficiated ax Governors jointl 
He opened 1 schol in Robati Ghurian where officers learn English. Formed 
Necat intelligence corps in. Ghueian. Transferred. from command. of Herat 
forces appointed Governor of Ghueni 1997. Tahabitants of Katawaz are said 
to havo coufence in him: bas some influence with the various tribal lenders 
Accused Thdian Government of intrigue with the Ghibmis.. Detailed men in 
Katawax for pro Government propaganda Bribed Suleiman Khel visitors to 
‘away from rebels, Warned Suleiman Khel against Fakir of 
called." British agent” working against Afghan interests, 
n 1942 for medical treatment and returned in 1943. His visit to Turkey 
thooght to have had some political motive, Commandant of an. infant 
ivision in the Kabul army corps. He is a possible choice for Governorship of 2 
Frovince or command of ftoops tet to suppres tribal disturbances oF to Bead a 
Military, Mission abroad or to represent’ Afghanistan at any International 
8, Abdul Asis Khan 
Charkhi. oe 


Deprived of Af, 
Constantinople, b 


5 


4. Abdul Hadi Khan (WW. 38)—Dawi Kakar of Kandahar. Son of 
Abdal Ahad, a Hakim (Governor).of Kandahar. Member of the Afghan Peace 
Delegation Jane 1918." Formeny editor of the 4mani-Afohan,esctant to 
the Foreign Minister as Mustashar (counsellor) in charge of Indian Affairs. 
Member of the Afghan delegation, Mussoorie Conference 1920. Arrived Kushk 
November 1920 with a mission to enquire into the position of the Afghan consul. 
Appointed Afglan reprosatative at Holhara turned to Kabul July 1921 
and resumed lus daties in the Foreign Olice. Appointed Minister in London 
Tanuary 1922, Relieved August 1924 On return was appointed Minister of 
Commerce. Was suspected of “ Republican’ intrigues during Amanullah’s 
absence ib Europe 1025, Went to Tusa Zor three monte in 1025 i connesign 
with Rasso-Afghan trade. Retired from Ministry of Commerce in October 1928 
to become a candidate for the National Asscmbly. Joined Amannllah in 
Kandahar and fled with him to India May 1929. Resided in Karachi and 
returned to Kabul in November 1929. Appointed Afghan Minister in Berlin 
December 1920. Resigned in March 1931, as he considered the attitude of the 
‘Afghan Government was too friendly to His Majesty's Government, Went. to 
Mecca in 1931. Reported to have met ex-King Amanullah in Venice March. 1982 
In May 1032 returped to Kabul after performing pilgrimage to Mesa, Wan 
olosely watched by Afghan Government, who oubied. his loyalty, Tn 1969 
(Decemier) waa arrested and imprisoned on suspicion of pro-Amanullah 
Netivities.” Still (1943) in jail in Kabul. Has the reputation of being an ardent 
Nationalist and particularly anti-British, but financially honest, Has also been 
reported to be pro-Russian. % mi 

Tn June 1135 reported to be eunding letters from jail to, the Republica 
partyin Kabul, advising cham to lok to Britain rather than Rassia for help. 

‘ing Zabir Shah is said to have announced grant of money to his relatives 
who interviewed him in August 1936. 


5. Abdul Hokie Khan (W.-W. 43),—Was a junior under-secretary at, the 
Afghan Foreign Office; transferred ax a junior under-secrotary to the 
Ministry of Edvoation in 1028. "Appointed secretary (o Afghan Lgation tn 
Rome, February 1987, Appointed second seoretary, Afghan Legation, Marin, 
May 1081. Assistant secretary in western branch of Afghan Foreign Ofice 
in 1094 aud 1035. Was Rais of the Afghan representatives at Joint Commission 
at Chaman in April/July 1996, Governor of Eastern Province in September 
1930, 

1043. Appointed oficating Director of Agriculture 1044, Beliewsd io be 
anti-British in his sympathies due to lack of courtesy shown to him in India. 
Does not belong to any important family. 


6 Abdul Hamid Khan (WW. 45)—Mubammazai. Born about 1608, Son 
of the Inte Abdul Aziz Khan, Brother of Abdo! Hussain “Khan (Mirza). 
Educated in France, In Tehran in 1920 with bis father, with whom he returned 
to Kabul in December. 1929, Secretary to the Afghan legation in Rome, 
February 1031-1094. First Secretary Afghan Embassy Mosoow 1034. In the 
Protocol Branch of the Foreign Ministry in 1936. Chef de Protocol in 1937. 
‘Secretary of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1037. Appointed Afghan Repro 
sentative in Geneva 1939, Returned to Kabul in November 1939 and re-appointed 
Secretary in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1940. He and his family aro not 
entirely trusted by the Yahya Khel dynasty. He is, however, « possible choice 
fhe at Afghan Minister abroad in one of the less important countries. 

7. Abdul Husain Khan (W.W.A7)—Mirza, Son of the late Adbul Aziz. 
Born about 1896 and educated in Persia. Accompanied his father to Tehran in 
1030, Was Under-Secretary in Charge of Reception aud Visa Branch of Afghan 
Foreign Ofice January 1024. Dismissed in August 1925, partly for taking bea 
commission on goods purchased in India for Afghan Government, Director ol 
Afghan Transport Company, Kabul 1028, inted consul-general, Delhi, In 
tiosivest in Karachi 1029. Returned to Kabul November 1920. Appointed 
Afghan Minister in Rome and presented credentials the 17th May, 1980. “Afghan 
Gclegate to the Disarmament Conference at Geneva’ 1031-92. Attended Disarma~ 
ment Conference, Geneva, during 1983, and seemed very friendly with Litvinov. 

‘Transferred as Ambassador to Moscow during 1983, Brought the body of 
the late Sardar Muhammad Aziz Khan to Kabol in June 1989 and returned to 
Moscow in December. ees 

Speaks quite good English and has many friends in Tndia, where he spent 
some time daring the Great War. 
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‘Visited Kabul September 1935, then returned to Moscow. 

Reported to have pro-Amanallah leanings: 

Returned to Kabal July 1938, Appointed Minister of Public Works, 
October 1998. Appointed Minister of Posts and Telegraphs 1940. Suspected 
of intrigues with enemy 1949-43. Left for Washington in April 1943 to take 
up newly created post of Afghan Minister there: Tt is believed that he was 
selected for the appointment in order to get him out of Kabul. Not trasted by 
the Yayha ‘Khel dynasty, and bolieved to be anti-British in his political 
sympathies, 


8, Abdulla Khan—Tajik. Son of Ahmad Khan of Ghazni and brother of 
Gul Absnad ‘Khan Tajik (W.-W. 16) and Abdul -Abad (WW. 8), The. was 
formerly an. official Government Purchasiug Department, and afterwards 
{heir agent in Belin in 155-99, Appointed as third Secretary (Muin) in the 
Ministry of National Economy in 140. Stated to be pro-German in his views 
Appointed olficiating Governor of Herat in 1941 


9, Abdul Majid, alias Abdul Majidoff or Hakimoff st W. 73)—Tarak of 
Herat, Born about 1902 Son of Abdul Hakim. A man of no important family. 
Was at one timo an official in the customs office in Herat, from where in 1! 
bo wont to Moscow nnd was at one time attached to the Afghan Embassy there. 
Started business in Moscow, and mide a considerable umount of money. by 
exporting and importing contraband goody with the connivance of the easton 
icials. "Tn about 1080 he settled in Berlin.” Was tecalled to Kabul tn 1089 by 
the Afghan Government to organise and manage the Ashamt Company. Price 
to proceeding to Berlin he is believed to have had a considerable amount of his 
ted by the Soviet Government. Belicved by some to have Soviet 
cles, but this has been officially denied by the Afghin Government, Has 
tact and is « capable businoss man. 
In spring 1999 carried out an extensive businces tour in Northern 
‘Afghaniota le Russian and German, 
‘Has a wife and four children in Berlin. 
In January 1936 managing divector of the Afghan National Bank and 
‘Ashaini Company. In 1986. went to Europe to ntrange for trade credits and 
Ta an ardent. Nationalist in his trade. negotiations and the awest 
business man in Afghanistan. Largely responsible for the introtee 
tion of the monopoly system and formation of various trading companicn Wes 
also responsible for tho propaganda. part of the iasno of the new cbrrency notes 
(1985-80). Still in Europe (December 1937) negotiating loans and trade credits 
and purchasing machinery and armaments, Attended Nazi Congress mecting in 
ae ettoed io Ke bul, March 1998, rade, 
yoturt to Kal [as 1938. Appointed Minister of T: ‘September: 
1038. ‘Pronseded to Delhi December 1938 for trade diacusions with the Peano 
mont of India. Appointment changed to Minister for National Economy, April 
1939, Loft Kabul January 1941 for United States but changed plans at 
Karachi and went to Germany for medical treatment. Tll-and in Switzerland 
1043. Shows reluctance to return to Afghanistan but. still advises A fehun 
eae on pcp cy wpe fen Le ot seg. Afghanis for distribu. 
tion as charity among employees. cial affairs in Afghanistan 
atv taloyed 23 be pantlied hy Cee aoo pisses 
10, Abdul Tawab Khan (WW. 124)—Muhammadzai, Son of late 
Mahmud Tarzi, Born 1902. ‘ent to Europe for education October 1921. 
‘Admitted Saint Ope early in 1924 and completed a course of nearly three years 
duration there, ‘Spent ous year with a French cavalry regmegt. Head of 
Cavalry School, il, 1928. Accompanied King Amanullah to Europe 1928. 
Escaped from Kabul to Peshawar with Inayatuliah (Ww. (366) by British 
scroplane January 1920 and went to Europe. Married (1931) in Istanbul Zakint 
Kham, daughter of a retired Turkish naval captain. Still (1943) in Europe 
and vet - : "8 Laas Seis eee een and is a smart- 
mannered man, of whom more may ward in future. Deprived of Afg 
nationality in November 1993. “ppc 


AL. Abdul Wahad (WW. 126)—Mnhammadzai. on of the late Mahmud 
Tarai. “Born about 1900. Accompanied his father to the Afghan Mussoorie Com 
ference 1920, Left Kabul for Loudon with despatches August 1921. Educated 
at Exeter College, Oxford. On. return to Kabul was appointed to a branch of the 
Foreign Office." Went to Kandahar at the time of Amanullah’s abdication ard 
acted as Foreign Minister there. Accompanied Amanullah on his fight to India 


7 


and left India with him. Has since lived in Europe, In Romo September 1034 
Jose attendance on the ex-King. Deprived of Afghan nationality in 
November 1993. In Oewoer 1835'was living in Tatanbol. “In Rome December 
1936. 
12. Abdur Rakim Khan (W.W. 89) —Naib Salar (general). Safi of Reza, 
c Son of Abdal Qadir Khan, Born about 1886 in Kobistan. Brother- 
Ietew of Mahesmed Busta, gecountant under Ameer Habibullah Khao, who 
exeouted by King Amanullah Khan. . 
‘was ‘Appointed to Sar-i-Os (commander of the Royal bodyguard) by Ameer Habi- 
balla at age of 16, Served for ve years in Kabul. Afterwards was for ten years 
spervisor of bridge cotstruction in the Eastern Province. Promoted G 
Mishar (brigadier) (1921) and posted to the Cavalry Kandak of the Herat army. 
Recalled to'Kabul Stout 1027" Later transferred to Mazar--Sharif ss Ghund 
Mishar of the Cavalry Ghund. On outbreak of the 1928 revolution returned to 
Kabul and joined Bacha-i-Sagao in Charikar during the latter's second attempt to 
capture Kabul January 1020, Sent by Bacha-i-Sagao to Mazar-i-Sharif to organise 
a revolution. He deposed the Governor and left for Maimana, and thence for 


feturned in Sepitber accom 
Shuai Khan pee 
Herat, and a in As 


ve his allegiance to King Zahir Shah. Appointed head of Perso-Afghan 
Boundary Commission September 1094, o 
Tn 1935 reported to be anti-Russian. Owns a ie estate in Kushk, 


‘ived in Kabul in June 1935 and appointed Minister of Public Worka 
Perea ae anty waneetted eis maviam wal, sicte wees 
Herat romour was always rife about him: that he was pro-Russian, that, he 
intended to set up an independent kingdom; that he was proRepublican;, that 
the Afghan Government intended to removo him, dc. Ils loyalty in doubtful, 
fad be'is a man who may play an important role should. the present. rigiins 
collapse. In July 1935 awarded 150 acres of land near Kabul. . Was being clowl; 
seatched by the Soe phe J i be as. suspected of pro-Amanullah: 
idencies or disloyalty to the Afghan Government. 
teotGTeporici a being combectad” with, the Republican. party, Appointed 
Assistant to the Prime Minister with status of a Cabinet Minister (1935), which 
post he still holds. Suspected of intrigues with enemy legations 1943 and still 
ing earefally watched by Afghan Government, Does not take much part in 
public life, 

13. Abdur Rahman Khan.—Appointed Afghan Minister at Baghdad early 
foi January. 1941, and ‘was on his Way; to: Haghiad whan he wna feealied front 
Karachi owing to outspoken criticism af commercial policy of Abdul Majid Khan, 
Minister’ of ‘National Economy, in which be had indulged just before his 
departure. Later reported to Baghdad and presented his orédentials to the 
Regont of Iraq on the 21st October, 1941 

14. Abdus Samad Khan (W.W. 118) —Tajik 

Storvtary of Afghan Legation in London teturned'to Kabul)! May 1025, 
visiting Mecca en route, and appointed a juniot Under-Secretary inthe Afghan 
Foreign Office. His post was abolished, owing to economies of budget of 
‘April 1926, and he was thrown out of ris at. Appointed w member of 
‘Afghan depatation to Ibn Saud's All-Muslim’ Conference, May » 1926, 
Appointed First Secretary to Afghan Legation, Paris, October 1926, and left 
in hat month for Paris: Appointed to the Foreign Office as Assistant Secretary, 
November 1928; trans ferred to the Protocol Branch, Foreign Office, Kabul, 
February 1981. Appointed Minister at Rome, and left to take up appointinent 

(20955) a4 
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in February 1938. Represented King Zahir Shah at coronation in London, 1997, 
Still in Rome. 

An intelligent man possessing yood manners. Speaks English, and believed 
to be well disposed to us, 


15, Ahmad Ali Jon (or Khan) (W.W-140)—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Born 
1899. Son of Suleiman Khan and cousin of the late King Nadir Shah. Brother 
of Ali Shah Khan. Appointed A.D.C. to King Amanullah 1923, but incurred 
his displeasure by marrying, without his approval, a daughter of Prince Musa 
Khan (W.W. 4614). Governor of Jalalabad in 1923-24. Imprisoned by 
Bacha-t-Sagao in April 1929, but was released in October. Appointed Minister 
in Paris, November 1929, and transferred to Loudon, June 1031. Represented 
Afghanistan at the Economie Conference, London, 1933, Relieved in duly 1933 
and appointed Minister of Education. Returned to Kabul in October 1933, In 
1936 Minister of Education, Left Kabul in November 1937 on appointment as 
Ambassador at Tehran, 

Isa pleasant man, & keon sportsman, but not very capable. Appears to be 
lazy. Is said to be pro-British and is always very friendly to members of she 
British Legation, Kabal. His wife was educated in England and speaks and 
writes English perfectly. He himself speaks English, Freach and Urda. Has a 
on torn about 1920. Appointed Minister in London (1039). Still Minister in 

mndom. 


16. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.-W. 141)—Firqa Mishar (major-general). ‘Tajik 
‘Son of Abdul Wahid Khan. Born 11 Known as Abmad “Ali Khan “ Lodin,”” 
Appointed Afghan agent at Bonbey January 1917. Was in Kabul March 
119," Appointed Afghan consul in Peshawar November 1919, but was riot 
pormitted 70 enter British territory. Wrote to Ameer saying this was due to hin 
having been Mehmandar (entertainment officer) to the Russians in Kabul. 
Appolhted Surhaddar (frontier officer) at Daklie September 1920. Relieved in 
larch 1921, but remained as a political officer. Was said to be much trusted by 
‘the Ameer, who refused to listen to complaints against him. Relieved and returned 
to Kabul ‘November 1921. Appointed Hakim+i-Kalan (Governor), Kobistan, 
‘December 1921, Was Governor of the Eastern Province during the crisis over 
the Landi Kotal murders, and organised pursuit of Ardali aud Daud Shab 
(W.W. 237). Governed his province harshly and disgraced ‘Mir Zaman of 
Kunar, Appointed Minister, Berlin, September 1925. Returned to Kabul 1997, 
Chiet of Kabul Municipality, November 1925, Sent to ‘Charikar to rai 
tectuits, December 1028, but failed. Fled with Amanullah to India, May 1929, 
‘and with pai to Persia. Returned to Kabul, December 1929.’ Officiating 
Minister of Court, January 1930. Deputy War Minister, April 1990. Appoint 
Hie Tancimie (Cuprome Civil and Ahilitary Administtaoe), Kataghan and 
Badakbshan, July 1930. Relieved by Naib Salar (Genoral) Muhammad Ghaus 
Khan (W.W. and went to MazariSharif as Deputy Governor. On 
departure of Muhammad Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) in May 1031 to Russia for 
medical treatment, was appointed to olficiate as Rais-i-Tanzimich, Northern 
Provinces, Returned to Kabul, January 1932, and appointed First Muin 
(vecrstary equivalent to adjutantgeneral), War Ofice. Granted (1088) some of 
the Charki family land, 

A clever, capable man, with considerable force of character. Whilst in 
India proved’ courteous, able and sensible. Always smartly turned out, and is 
said to bo one of the most capable of the Afghan army officers. Speaks German 
‘and is popular with the German instructors, whose methods he is taid to prefer 
to those of the Turkish instructors. His aititude to the British is difficult to 
gan », but he is. it ‘Has been reported to be pro-Amanullah. 
Said to be corruy ‘Urdu (adjutant-general), but may 
he pensioned off in the near future, in which event he is a possible choice for a 
diplomatic or civil appointment 

17. Ahmad Shak Khaw (W.W. 149)—Sardar, Mubammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Muhammad. Asaf Khan, Born at Dehra Dun 1839. Returned to 
Afghanistan 1901. Accompanied Ameer Habibullah Khan to India in 1907. 
On the night of the murder of Ameer Habibullah Khan (1919) was in command 
of the guard. The sepoys of the Ghund-i-Ardalian (an infantry unit), whose 
colonel, Ali Shah Reza, was executed aa the actual murderer, believed that 
Ahmad Shah Khan was. the real murderer and that their colonel had. been 
made, scapegoat. Tt is stated, however, om excellent authority. that. the 
actual murderer was not Abmiad Shah Khan. Married a sister of the late 
Shaghassi Ali Ahmad Khan, one time Wali of Kabul. Was an ADC. of 


ght 
dager 
and Uni and is pl 
reporied to be on bad torms with the Premier. 
His four sisters were married to— 
eee 
0) Late Muhammad Aziz Khan, brother of (a) 
(c) N.S. Abdul Ghani Khan (W.W. 34) 
(@) Mohammad Akbar Khan (W-W. 161) 
‘ent to Tehran for the wedding celebrations of the Crown Princ 
(1939), Stil Wazir-i-Darbar. Fond of shooting, fishing and gardening, but 
fulfers from a heart complaint and not therofore very active 
Wi Muhammad Khan Mirza (W.W. 179)—-Dorn about, 1804. A 
broter in-law of the Ameer Habibullah. ‘Travolled in Europe, and on return 
(1023) was appointed as assistant in the Ministry of Kducation, In 1925 
roinoted. Uniler-Secretary, Ministry of Education, Appointed Minister at 
Rome, February 1927. Was with Amanullah in London March 1928, | Minister 
af Commerce November 1828. “A ietber of Bacha--Suguo's Council for the 
Maintenance of Order” Febraary 1929. Appointed Minister of Education 
Novemnber 1929. In June 103% was: appointed Afghan ropresentative at. the 
Fenwemic Conference, London, and in July. was appointed Afghan, Miniter, 
Teadon. Appointed Minister in Switzerland and reprowntative of Afghanistan 
to the League of Nationa February 1939, but wae still in London in June 1036. 
Selectod to represent Afghanistan at the Fourth International Hospital Con: 
Forence ini Rome in May 1983. Summoned to Kabul July 1985, and arrived there 
the same month via Moscow and Termes Reratnetio: London via India. in 
: peaks English and ix intelligent and capable 
Oe eet ing Zahir Shah at funcral of Kit George V. in London 
January 1936. geen oh 
Kabul (1983) and appointed Minister for Foreign Affai 
Visited Tehran (1800) for the wed ng entrain of the Crown Prince of Jas 
ing of the Council of the Saxdabad Pa 
renee Ataite Sypeks Hnglah well but no French ie 8 keen student of 
English literature and interested particularly in education. Enlightened, capable 
and genuinely friendly to Britain, but not a strong character and lacks energy. 
Not being related to the ruling family, he has po great influence with the 
oe D Mobummadzai, Naib Salar and 
Ali Shak Khaw (WAV. 180)—Mobommadzai, Naib Salar” ani 
Sordi: Al son of Mohammsd Sulaiman Khan, fst cousin of late King Nadir 
Shab, Son-in-law of S Musa Khan (W-W.4Gia) and brother of Ahinad. Ali 
Khan (W.W, 140), Was. commandant of ‘military’ schools and the, military 
{rom 1932 to 1939. Appointed Governor and General Officer Command- 
caviar, in 1090, Angus. 1941 ho was traneferred to the Southern 
dj is i General Officer Co 
Ersiacs Prete ary corps and promoted to ie tank of Nab Salar genera 
He is a pleasant, rather easy-going individual, but has not been very successful 
fas an administrator in the Southern Province, of which post he was relieved in 
‘April 144, At present unemployed in Kabul pater 
lal ,= (W.W. 182),—Indian of Multan, Son of Kban Babadur 
Rab Newas Rhus bomen ra E eyes ‘As a student dn, Labore ran 
ray stan. I wens i 
ar aneeheine A saperimendent of achvols, Jalalabed Circle. Was rH 
of the Indian Revolutionary party in Afghanistan aod Tudhhcot and channel of 
communi an findustani Fa a 
ccaplayed by tbo Tateh-Afghantache Company asan interpreter, Helped Nadie 
Shatin his advance on Kabul 29, Apoioted Minister of ‘Court Octter 1020, 
inecry November 1929. Was appointed ise the work ¢ 
iuttknes May 1990, In July. 1090 companied the afiniear of Sutin 
(W.W. 350) to Ghnant for negotiations with the Suleiman Koel, in which be 
‘well. Left Kalu! for Europe via India in 5 
Pepe a diel eainen. returning to Kall in November 1091 In March 
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1082 again went to Europe for the same reason, and returned in January 1933. 
In June, 1059 was appointed Minister of Public Works, but spent most of the 
jear in the Southern Provirice in connexion with the disturbances there. Left 
Kabul on visit to Europe, ostensibly for medical treatment Décember 1983, but 
in reality, it is believed, to enquire about the trial of Said Kemal, the murderer 
of Sardat Muhammad ‘Aziz, and to discuss affairs of State with Sardar Shah 
Wali Khan (WW. 555). Bopular ramoar in Kabul suid be had been sont to 
assassinate ex-King Amanullah. In spite of rumours that he was returning to 
Kabul, was still (1935) in Europe. Appointed Minister, Berlin, 1035, bat was 
not at first accepted by the German Government owing to his boing the repro- 
sentative at the trial of Said Kemal. Was devotedly attached to the late King 
Nadir Shab. His life has been threatened by the Amanullah party. Trosted 
ly the Prime Minister (W.W. 387), who considers him very capable. Travelled 
to Kabul by German monoplane (August 1987). Returned’ to Germany with his 
family (October 1987), 

gain visited Kabul (1935) and returned to Germany. Played an 
important part in the Governments efforts to quell tbe Suleitat Khel rising uf 
1988. Visited Kabul in 1940 via Russia. Said to be anti-British. Is still 
Minister in Berlin 


21. Amanullah Khan (W.W. 183)—Ex-King of Afghanistan, third son of 
the Ameer Habibullal Khan by the Ulya Hazrat (W.W. 340)... Born the Ist June, 
1802, In 1914 married Souriya, daughter of the late Sardar Mabmud Tarzi, 
In 1916 was reported (0 be friendly with the German mission in Kabul and in 
favour of intervention in. the war against Britain, When the Court moved to 
Jalalabad in the winter of 1918-19 he remained behind as Governor of Kabal, 
and was ina very strong position, with control of the arsenal, treasury aud atores, 
when the Ameer was murdered in February 1919. He proclaimed himself Ameer, 
declared his uncle Nasrallah « usurper. and accused him of complicity in the 
murder. The troops in Jalalabad and Kabul sided with him and Nasrullah was 
compelled to submit. On the 27th February was formally crowned by the Ts 
Mullah, and in a speech stated. that Inayatullah (W.W. 306) had ‘ti 
recognition of Nasrullah’s usurpation forfoited his claim to the throne. On tbe 
18th April held a special durbar in Kabul for the trial of those accused of the 
Ameor’s murder, and at its conclusion a colonel, named Ali Shah Reza, generally 
regarded as a mere scapegoat, was sentenced to death and was executed.” Sardar 
Nasrullah aud others. were sentenced to imprisoument for lif 
found his position threatened by intrigue on behalf of Inayatullah and the 
restiveness of the army who were not satisfied with the enquiry 
murder of Habibullah, The army was therefore despatched to the Indian 
frontier, in order to divert its attention and to take advantage of the disturbances 
India should these develop. into open rebellion, The. Commander-in-chiel 
apparently excceded hia instructions and precipitated hostilities, which resulted 
in the Third Afghan War. A variety of eoosiderations led to the grant of 
Tenient terms to Afghanistan, including the recognition of her complete 
independence. As a resnlt Amanullah Khan was able to claim that he had won 
the freedom of his country by the sword, and, by the conclusion of treaties with 
‘4 number of Exiropean countries, that he had brought about the ition of 
Afghanistan on a basis of equality by the Great Powers. These tactics gained 
hhim considerable prestige, both in his own country and throughout the East. 
‘This prestige tended to increase his natural vanity and render him impatient of 
advice. ‘Through his wife he had been brought under “* Young Turk” influence, 
and he proceeded to carry out a fantastically rapid programme of reform withoat 
regard for the backwardness and prejudice of his people, particularly the mullahs 
He failed to profit by the warning sounded by several rebellions, the mest serious 
of which was the Khost rising of 1924, and continued to spend his revennes on 
schemes for social or educational progress, whilst neglecting bis army. ‘These 
tendencies were exaggerated as a result of his Eu: toor of 1927-28, and 
icaiatly, itis believed, na result of fi to Mustafa Kemal at Angora 
In the autumn of 1928 tho Shinwaris rose in revolt and wera soon followed by 
other tribes. Bacha-i-Saqao, a brigand of low birth, attacked Kabul in December 
1923 and again in January 1929, Amanallah announced hie abdication in 
favour of Inayatuliah on the 14th January and fled to Kandahar a day or two 
Jater, At Kandahar attempted to rally support for Durrani dynasty and 
formally rescinvled his abdication. In April he advanced on Kabul, but owing 
to the hostility of the Ghilzais was repulsed near Ghazni and defeated at Muar 
Arrived at Chaman with his family on the 23rd May, and sailed from Bombay 
for Italy on the 22nd June, 1929. Visited Mustafa Kemal in Angora in February 


n 


1930, returning to Italy. Revisited Turkey again for three months in: June! 
Left’ Constantinople hurriedly for Italy. Returned to Turkey in September, 
bat went back and spent the winter in Italy. Left Naples for Jedda to perform 
pilgrimage on the Sth April, 1931, with the object af either: rehabilitating 
jimself in Moslem eyes, of concerting measures for the recovery of hig throne. 
Published a letter decrying King Nadir and his régime. Loft Jedda for Suez, the 
{th May, 1091," Mees party included Muhammad Adib (W.W. 182), brother 
of Souriya, Abdal Fateh Tarzi, (W.W. 20a), the late Ghulam Nabi, Shuja-ud- 
Daulab (W.W. 612), and two officials of the Angora Embassy, Fazal Ahmad and 
Returned to Ttaly, via Alexandria, the 21st May. Left Rome for 

, the 20th June, 1931, stayed at Montreux. Visited Romo in July and 

returned to Switzerland. "Visited Montecatini in September, and was, back in 
Rowe by the beginning of November, Left Romo on short visite to Naples in 
December 1931 and Venice in March 1932. At Venice reported to have mot 
‘Afghan Minister from Berlin; more likely it was Abdul Hadi Khan (W.W. 38). 
Said to have definite understandings with Soviet and Persia and to have many 
friends in Germany. Constant rumoars of his whereabouts and intentions were 
circulated among the tribes on both sides of the border during 1982, culminating 
in one, which was pat about during the Dare Khel revolt in November, to the 
effect that he was in Gardez. The ex-King was, however, in Italy or Switzerland 
throughout the year. He was reported to be writing his autobiography, and to 
he going to Ruasia when he had finished it to have it published by the Soviet 
‘This has never materialised, In Europe be has constantly intrigued against the 
eset Afghan régime with a view to regaining his throne Tn July 1038 be 
ited Constantinople and held a meeting of his principal supporters there. 
Reported to have tried, unsuccessfully, to obtain Soviet support to his efforts 
‘The execution of the late Ghulam Nabi, one of his chiof adherents, intensified 
bis hostility against the Yahya Khel. ‘Members of his party were responsible for 
the asmassinations of King Nadir Shah (Kabul 1988) and his brother Muhammad 
Aziz (Belin 1039) and re active in intriguing on Amanullah's behalf, Es 
chief supporter in Europe is Ghulam Siddiq (W.W. 09), brother of the Inte 
Ghulam Sabi. Deprived of Afghan nationality: in November. 1088, Receives 
fp annnal allowance of about £150 x month from the Tuallan Goverument. In 
March 1935 again performed the pilgrimage to Mecen, where he met number 
of sympathisers, copecially Tadians, bat nppeare to have effected little, Returned 
to Ronte, where he normally lives. Since then his adiierente in Europe and Asia 


have teen active in apreading propaganda againal the present Afghan régime 
le 


amongst the North-West Frontier tribes. He owns property in Switzerland, 
‘which he occasionally visite, “Has three sons and four daughtors, Different 

nions are held as to the possibility of his return, but this weems unlikely unlesa 
ke sitostion im Afghanistan seriously deteriorates, possibly as the result of 
further assassinations of members of the present ruling family, or feeling on the 
Indian side of the border definitely turns in favour of initiating an incursion 
into Afghanistan on his behalf, Since he has been living in Ttaly he invariably 


22. Asadullah Khan (WW. 199)—Sardar, Muhammadzai, Firqa Mishar 
(major-general). Born 1911. Is a son of the late Ameer Habibullah by the Ulya 
Grad Sacer of the late King Nediv Shah. To-thas a balf-Uretber ot ooo 
‘Amanillah and a cousin of King Zahir Shab. Educated at the French school, 
Kabul, and speaks French fluently, Imprisoned in Kabul by Bacha-i-Saqao in 
1929 and grossly ill-treated. In November 1929 visited Lahore for medical treat- 
mont. On return was appointed Sar-i-Os (Commander of the Royal Bodyguard) 
and A.D.C. to the Minister of War. Appointed to officiate as second secretary 
(equivalent to quartermaster-general) War Office, in addition to his other duties, 
in December 1930. In 1931 qualified at the Infantry Officers’ School, Kabul. 
Promoted Firga Mishar and appointed General Offer Commanding, Guards 
Division, 1933. In 1934 acted as Officer Commanding Infantry Officers’ School, 
in the absence of the German instructor, Major Christenn. Is still (1987) General 
Officer Commanding, Guards Division, and, as such, in command of the Arq and 

































































troops, including the Hazirbashes 
family). He is also in change of the advan 
manner; appears to be intel 

Is important as tho lineal 

Sardars. Has 


represented Ring Zahir Sha at 
‘arkish manoeuvres (August 
fand returned to. Kabul seat ens nae 

Popular. Has acquired more 
wan in 1939 for medics 


inspector-General of 
‘He occasionally officiates 1s 


23: Ata Muhammad Khan (W.W. 207)—Haji, Tokhi. Son of the late 
Sardar Abdullah Khan, who was Governor of Mazar in tho time of mee 
Habibullah. | Order of ‘Astor. Quarrelled with Hashim Khan in the time of 
Ameer Habibullah, Was in Jalalabad when Ameer Habibullah was murdered 

was arrested and condemned to death, but was reprieved at last moment. “Agen 
arrested on suspicion of complicity in unsuccessful attempt on Amanullah’e fe 
at Paghman in 1920, but released at Mahmud Tarzi's request. Appomnted 
diplomatic representative, Bokhara, but bis arrival coincided with the Basher 
Fovolt (1020) and he returned to Mazar. Was one of Afghan olicials ordered to 
fener secret assistance to Enver Pasha in Central Asta (1822). Unemployed 
for four years. Appointed Governor of Balkh at time of Amatullah's vieve to 
Mazar (1028) just prior to latter's visit to Europe, and awarded the Order of 
Astor. During the revolution fought against the Saqavi forces of Abdur Ieehig 
(W;W, $0), was defeated and fled to Tashkent. Actompanied the late, Ghulam 
Nab in bis unsuecessfl fore to recapture Northern Afghanistan in April 1920, 
and again retired to Russian territory. Appears to have returned to Afghaniscy 
‘oun after Nadir Shah's accession. Was a member of the Commisicy or ise 
‘struction sent under Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) to Mazar-i-Sharif in March 1090 

Commanded. a flying column. during operations against Uorahim Beg’ 131 

Zromoted irga Mishar (najor-general) and awarded the Order of Astor 
2nd class 1981. Appointed a momber of the Council of Nobles Decembor 10st 

Visited Mecea in 1832. Has a reputation for courage. Is reported te fee eo, 
Russian, Is now (1043) President of the Council of Nobles." Ye reported (1649) 
to have pro-Germau sympathies 


24. Ata-ul-Hay (WW. 200)—Born about 1885, Pldest son of tho tate 
Khwaja Jan of Sera Khwaja, Kob-i-Duman. Brother of the late Shor Jon 
the late Mubammad rt wan, two of the Bacha-i-Saqao’s officials. Lived in 
Andie until be was 16. Accompanied Ameer Habibullah ‘on his oar 4 feats 
1907. In aol eo appointed to command at Kalat- jhilzai, and was suspended 
in March 1) for inefficient handling of the Wi zirs. Took over command of 
Kandahar Infantry Brigade April 1923. Spent two years in Moscow in chenee 
of Afghan students, feppctatea, Foreign Minister by’ Bach: Saqao June 1929. 
‘Arrested with Bacha-iSaqao Novetber 1029 on capture of Kabul be New Seog 
Ts well educated and possesses pleasant manners 
Was released from jail in 1038, 


25. Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 24: 

eT eesaaad i 

to ite wmmad Aslam Khan, Af; Ret to 
Kabul March 1920. Adviser to the late Khan, Afghan Haver 
to Moscow 1920, Returned from Moscow and in of arrangements for the 
Surits party September 1920. Arrived Tashkent the Sth January, 1921, en route 
to Moscow. Appointed first counsellor to Muhammad Wali's mission to, Enrope 
1921 which visited London, America, Paris and Rome. First Under-Senuny 
in the Foreign Ofice 1922 Tn addition acted as Minister of Education 1a 


pointed Minister of Education March 1924. A member of Bacha-i-Saqao's 
* Council for the Maintenance of Order ”” April 1929, although at one time the 
Bacha had condemned him to death. Appointed Foreign Minister by King Nadir 
Shah November 1929, Went on pilgrimage to Meoca in 1933. Well educated and 
intelligent, has a good name for honesty in financial matters. Is friendly, 
insincere and self indulgent, particularly as regards drags, the use of ‘whi 
Tenders him incapable of sustained mental effort. Prefers airy discourse of 
abstract principles to discussion of practical details, and is tiresome when he 
feels obliged to live up to his reputation as a humorist, Was sent to Eastern 
Province in September 1085 to dissuade Afghans from joining Mohmand 
fashkars, Held a jinga at Dakis, and appears to have achieved sotie succes in 
his object. Returned to Kabul the 23rd September, taking Badshah Gul 1 
(W.W. 224) with him. “Left Kabul December 1935 for an extended European 
tour. f 
Visited Iraq and Turkey, where he was well received. Later went to Paris, 
where be saw M. Flandin, and Geneva. In London wns received in audience by 
‘The King and had conversations with the Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs 
and India, Mr. Eden and Lord Zetland. Saw Herr Hitler in Berlin and finally 
reached Kabul in April 1936 via Moscow. Again visited Europe in 1936, and 
returned in January 1997, Relinguished post of Foreign Minister in 1088 on 
‘ppointment as ambassador to Turkey, m post which be sil holds, though bie 
recall and reappointment as Foreign Minister is anticipated. 


26. Pasl Ahmad Khan (W.W. 250)-—Hazrat Sabib of Chaughatan, Herat. 
‘Son of Abdul hab and grandson of Hazrat Muhammad Umar Jan of the 
family of Sirhind Pirs. Born 1692 at Bakharz in East Persia, where his father 
was inexile, The family returned to Afghanistan in 1902. Qualified a a judge 
in religious matters. Visited Nadir Shah on his accession in 1920, and was 
appointed Assistant Minister of Justice 1990, and olficiating Minister of Justice 
vice Sher Agha (W.W. 256) in 1932. After Nadir Shah's assassination visited 

indahar to spread propaganda in favour of King Zahir Shah. Appointed 
Minister of Jurtice 1894. “Member of the joint Perso-Afghan Commission to 
enquire into the Zorabad (Iran) incident December 1934. His family is influential 
and receives an allowance from the Afghan Government, he himself lacks 
influence and character. He has pleasant manners and is friendly. Married in 
1930 a daughter of Sher Agha (W.W. 256). Still Minister of Justice, 


27, Fazal-i-Vmar (Sher Agha) ( 
Sithind Pirs established in Kabul. 


intriguing 
Province 


Minister of Justice November 1929. 
(Supreme 
Kabal at 
Hazrat Sahib of Chau; v 
resignation and 
be spreading ant ‘accepted 
until Deceml India, 
fo Mecea. ut owing. to the 
Sirhind, India, in Februa 
by the Afghan Government to. persuade the Hazrat o 
Chaharhagh to return to Afchanistan. Reactionary and opposed to progressive 
reforms. His wholehearted support of King Zahir Shah ts therefore donbtful, 
and he is not trusted by the Afghan Government, On the other hand, is probably, 
Rot pro-Amapullah. He appears to have been in favour of “* jehnd”” on behalf 
of the Mohmands September 1935, when he visited the Southern Province and 
brought back to Kabal the principal religious lenders, who, after holding meetin 
in his house, tried to induce the Prime Minister to declare "' jehad.” -Wields 
Rreat inflaence amongst the Suleiman Khel Ghilzais. Said to favour friendbi 
‘with the British as opposed to the Soviet.. Ts said to be on had terms with Saivig 
Hasan (W.W. 548). “Prime Minister doubts his loyalty, and would have liked in 

































































1935) to arrest him,» bite-was afraid) to-d6!so. Visited) Sirhind |(Pumjab)) on 
pilgrimage in March 1940. a 

Given a fort and 70 acres of land in\Chabardeh by King Zahir Shah (March 
1936), Visited Mecca, 1993.  In.1942 expressed a desire for an Allied victory and 
according to one report asked his followers to pray for such a victory, but was also 
reported to be in close contact with the Italian Legation at this time. Visited 
India in 1944. 

28," Pasal Rahim (see Ravi Jan, Agha), 

29.) GAaus-nd-Din- (W.W. 264) —Patulla, Ahmadzai, Ghilzai. Son of the 
Into Jehandad Khan, who. was implicated in the Abmadzai Mangal revolt of 
1912, and executed for insolence in 1914. Tn 1915 was concerned in a conspiracy 
against. Ameer Habibullah with Akram Khan-and Azam Khan, sons of the late 
Ayuh Khan, "Wat confined in Jubhalporo jail Given permission to return 
to Afghanistan by ex-King Amanullah. His father's family lands and property 
‘were restored to him in November 1920. Arvested March 1924 and detained in the 
‘Arq whilst there was trooble in Khost, but later released and proceeded to Khost, 
where his handling of the Ahmadzai Ghilzais in the Ameer's favour gained him 
the title of " Mir Afghan.” Awarded 1} lakhs of rupees for his services. Made 
overtttes to the British Government after the flight of Amanullah to Kandahar 
January 1029, Lent his support to Nadi Khan in the Southera Provinee and 
raised a lashkar of Ahmadzais, His treachery, on account of a bribe from 
Bacha-i-Saqao, was the cause of Nadir Khan's, defeat in the Logar Valley 
in April 1929. Again made overtures to the British Government for support 
of his claim to-the throne, Fled from Hariob to Parachinar at the beginning 
of October 1929 ax a result of the discovery by Nadir Khan that be was in 
communication with Bacha-i-Saqao. Th Delhi under surveillance January 1990, 
from whence he was removed to Jubbalpory. Deported to Burma in May 1930. 
A decitful, treacherous aad untronworthy man, ~who is always intriguing 
for his own ends. Has since boom transferred to Kodai Kanal, Madras Presidenoy, 
from Barma. (1838), "Requested permusion for his family to, return to 
Afghanistan in 1936, on which the Afghan Government offered to allow him to 
Feturn also, but on conditions which were unacceptable to him, Offered hix 
assistance to the Afghan Goverament against Germany and Russia but this was 
belived to be merely a cloak to cover his real intentions of establishing himself 
with the Ghilzai 


90. Ghulam Ahmad Khaw (WW. 292)-—Son of the Tate Shabghassi. Ali 
Ahmad Jan, and grandson of the late Luinah Khushdil Khan. Married to a 
ieco of Sardar Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243) in 1927. Appointed 
ip aber when the later was Raj Tanzinieh (Suprete Cli 
Administrator) of the Eastern Province in 1024 Left Kabal for 
reahawar and Quetta, the 10th March, 1929. Returned to Quetta 
on his father’s arrest by Bacha-i-Saqno and proceeded to Peshawar, September 
1929. Returned to Kabinl‘on the accession of Nadir Khan, Accompanied Shah 
Wall (W.W. 888) to Boaiay, December 1029. Returned to Kabul 1990 (Apel 
In January 1982 visited Lahore for medical treatsbent, returning to Kabul in 
March. Went into partnorship with Chandan Khan, agent for Barma Shell 
Company, and managed the petrol busines in Kabul." Visited Tndia five times 
during ‘the period April-December 1992, Assistant manager of the Petrol 
Company of Afghanistan 1933, In March 1935 appointed Deputy Minister of 
Gonrt. “His stepmother, Suraj-al-Benat, isn sister of ex-King Amanollah. 
Assistant manager of the new petrol company in 1996. Relieved of his appoint. 
ment in the Petrol Company in 1938 and appointed Deputy, Court Minister, of 
which appointment he was relieved in July 1938. to Tirah in September 
1939, after discovery of  pro-Asnanullih plot, in which be was found to be the 
ringleader. In Novembor 1989 he was surrendered by a Chamkanni jirga to 
the political agent, Karam, and lodged with other leaders in Jamrud Fort, 
Has since (1940) boon transferred to Poona and is still there 


31. Ghulam Farwg Khon (WW. 273).—Muhammadzai. Son of the late 
‘Sardar Mubammad Usman Khan. Employed in the Afghan ee Department 
1996. Assistant man pany." Arrested with his father at the 
same time as ex-King Amanullah arrested the Hazrat Sahibs of Shor Bazar, 
‘September 1928. Relonsed October 1928. Arrived in Peshawar from Kabul by 
air Febr 1929 accompanied by one of the younger Hazrat Sahibs, Sanai 
Maksum, Returned to Afghanistan with Sardar Tlashim Khan March 1020. 
Later was employed on propaganda work for Hashim Khan in Mobmand country. 


Arrived Peshawar via Shabkadr, September. Left for Ali Khel via Parachinar 
Octoter 1929. Appointed Under-Secretary to the Minister of the Interior 
December 1929. ‘Appointed Governor of the Eastern Province 
1930. In January 1932 married the danghter of Ghulam Muhammad 
Lok 289). His first wife, danghter of the late Sardar Muhammad Aziz Khan, 
lied some time before. In April 1932 was in touch with Afridis and Mohmands, 
including Badshah Gul (W.-W. 224), In July the Safis of Kanar complained of 
his harsh treatment Left Jalalabad on the 1st December, 1999, om relief by 
Mubammad Qasim Khan (W.-W. 506) and. took over the Governorship of 
Kandahar. Retarned temporarily to Jalalabad in December 1932 to deal with 
Hassan Khan (W.W. 344), in which he was successful. Did well as Governor of 
Kandah: displayed considerable energy. Was awarded the ‘Sardar-i-Ala in 
Rr In July 1935 appointed Governor of Herat in succession to Abdur 
Raha great favourite of ibe Prime Minister (WW. 337). Is capable and. 
hard-working, believed to be loyal to. the existing néginie. Keen on road and 
building development (1936). Appointed Governor of Kandahar, (1038), Is 
stated to be in poor health (1980). ‘Relieved of his past of Governor of Kandahar 
(1939) owing to poor health and appointed officiating Home Minister. In 194] 
appointed Governor (Rais-i-Tanzimiah), Kataghan and Badakshan Provinces, and 
in 1042 returned to Kabul to aficiate at Home Minister, Relieved of the appolnt- 
ment of Home Minister later in the year, but retained his yep tite as 
Governor of the Kataghan and Badakshan Provinces which he still holds. 
Incurred the displeasure of the Prime Minister in 1042 owing to a linison with 
the wife of bis brother-in-law (a son of W-W_ 288), He divorced his wite and, 
inch against the wish of the Royal Family, mairied the-wite of his brother-in-law, 


82, Ghulam: Muhammad Khan—Mubat 
Almad Ali Khan (W.W. 140) and Ali Shalt Kh 
Educated at the French School, Kabal, 
Foreign Affairs prior to his appoi Protocol Section, of th 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 1989, Friendly and pleasant to deal with, but 
has nn exaggerated idea of hix importance, Plays tennis and spenks French, 


38, Ghulam Siddig Khan (W.W. 300)—Sardari-Ala. Son of tho late 
Sipab Salar (Commander-in-chief) Ghulam ‘Haider, Charkhi, Brother of 
the late Ghulam Jilani Khan, late Ghulam Nabi and Abdul Aziz (W.W. 13), 
Born 1804, Assistant to Gul Muhammad Khan, Afghan Envoy’ in India, 
October 1919, and a junior member of the Afghan delegation at. the 
Mussoorie Conference. “Left Mussoorie with despatches for Kabul June 
1920, and was refused readmittanco into India owing to his. improper 
behaviour at Mussoorie and intrigues with seditionists. Appointed’ assintant 
president to the Muhajarin Committee, Kabul, August 1020. Socond 
counsellor to the Afghan Mission under Wali ‘Mubammad Khan which 
visited Europe in 1920. Returned from London to Kabul with despatches 
September 1921. Lett again for Europe, vin Peshawar, October 1921, Appointed 
Afghan Ministor at Berlin 1922, where ho remained until April 1926, when he 
was relieved by Ahmad Ali (W-W. 141). Visited Angora whilst en route to 
Kabul from Berlin. Appointed first personal secretary tothe King and Ministar 
of Court January 1927. Appointed to officiate as Foreign Minister Janua 
1027 during absence of the late Mahmud Tatzi iu Europe. With King Amanull 
in Europe in 1928. Appointed Foreign Minister November 1 Sent to 
Jalalabad to bargain with the rebels December 1928, Fied with Amanullah to 
Kandahar January 1929. Despatched to Russia by Amanullah on a special 
mission March 1929. Assumed the duties of Afghan Minister, Moscow, April 
1929. Returned Kabal December 1929. In Mecca June 1930, In Borlin 1 


ogg i anti-Nadir activities,” Set ont for Afghanistan under promise of freo 


pardon from the King. Arrived in Kabul the 7th March, 1031. "Suspected dis 
tributing agent of Amapullah’s letters in Kabul April 1931." Arrived Berlin 
the 18th July, 1931, to take up the appointment of Afghan Minister, Worked 
almost openly against his own Government and Britain during his tenure in 
Berlin, encouraging anti-British propaganda over the Dokalim Boundary 
question at the beginning of 1982 and granting a visa to Iebar Singh Ghadrit 
agninst the wishes of the Afghan Government. Wrote to Nadir professing 
loyalty in July 1082, His brother, te late Ghnlam Nabi, was staying with him 
in July 1932 when be was invited to roturn to Afghanistan by the King. Asa 
result of the plot discovered when Ghulam Nabi was executed in November 1932, 
Ghulam Siddiq was dismissed from his appointment. Visited Mecca daring 
spring 1933 and in tovch with pro-Amanullah Afghan clement amongst. the 













































































pilgrims. Visited Constantinople in eatly summer and was in touch with Soviet 
representative, Bovoroi, through his brother, Abdul Aziz Khan (W.W. 13). 
Engaged in active pro-Amanuliah work in Europe. Visited Berlin in November 
| Visited Rome in January 1934, In 1994 married Bibi_ Khurd 
(W.W. 250), sister of ex-Queen Souriya (W.W. 623). Lives in Berlin (1986), and 
frequently visits Rome, where he is believed to be in close touch with Amanullah 
and working hard on his behalf. Receives an annual allowance from the Italian 
Government. A close personal friend of ex-King Amatullah and greatly trusted 
by him. Speaker French, German and a litle English. Bittely opposed to present 
Afghan régime, and now ex King Amancllah’s principal adherent in Europe 
Stated to be wealthy and to have money invested with Haji Ghulam Hai 
(W.W. 278). Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933. Believed 
Willing to work for Italian interests in Asia. Believed to have been involved in 
spring 1940 in a plot to restore’Amanullah with German and Russian assistance. 
"ans said to have miscarried owing to disagreement between Germany and 
Soviet. Was reported in April 1940 to have arrived in Stalinabad. In 1941 he 
arrived in Tstanbal but the Turkish Government refused him permission to stay 
there and he returned to Germany. i 


34. Ghulam Yahyo Khan (WW. 311)—Mubammadzai. Born 1898., Son 
of Habibullah Naib Tarzi, deceased, and nephew of the Inte Mabmnd Tarzi. 
Brother of W.W. 109, and cousin of W.W. 325, Formerly secretary of Afghan 
Legation, Berlin. Appointed Under-Secretary, Visa and Passport Branch of 
Foreign Office, June 1020, ‘Transferred to charge of Persia. and Turkey section 
of Foroign Office, November 1926. Received Onder of Astor, lat class, 
February 1927. Accompanied Amanullah to Europe 1927-98, “Roughly handled 
Tuicha-i-Saqjao's men, but still inthe Foreign Ofte, January 1990 Appointed 
Afghan Minister, Romo, December 1929, Assistant Seoretary, Political Depart- 
ment of Foreign Office. | Promoted First Secretary, Afghan Foreign Office, 1930. 
Visited Chakhansur, November 1991, in connexion with Helmand water dispute 
with Persia. Offciated for the Foreign Minister in the autumn of 1033), 
Appointed Director (Rais) of Department of Publio Health February 1935. 
Appointment raised to that of Minister in June, Member of Republican party. 
‘A pleasant, well-mantiered man of no ontatanding ability. He has been reported 
tobe pro-Amannllah, Speaks German and Turkish, Was relieved of his post of 
Ministor of Health in November 1030, and appoitited Minister of Poste and 
‘Telographs, Reappointed Mininter of Health 1940, a post he still holds. 


85, Gul Agha (wo Siddig Agha Muhammad). 


36. Gul Ahmad Khan (WW, 315)-Tajik. Son of Mirza Abdul 
Ahmad Khan. Brother of F. M, Abdul Abad Khan (W.W. 5) and Abdulla 
Khan, Governor of Herat, Born about 1897, 

‘aa in charge of Government buildings at the beginning of Amanullah's 
reign, Later on became Superintendent of Roads and. Ways. Afterwards 
apmioted Amistane Chet Judge, “Some ime later woe place at. dhe head of 
the Intelligence Department, Daring Amanullah’s march to Ghazni from 
Kandahae, Gal Ahmad fled with his {amily from Kabal and joined the ex-King 
on the way, In 1920 said to be in Karachi, A member on the committee for 
reform Ted. by Mubammad Yakub Khan (W.W. 575) to Mazar-i-Sharif, June 
180." Helioved to be Governor of Mazar-cSbarif 1931. Arrived in Kabul 
June 1931, Appointed President of the Kabul Municipality in 1932. Appointed 
Governor of Marar-i-Sharif rice Abdul Jamil Khan (W.W. 49) in November 
14, which poste stil holds, “Appointed Minister of Health in 1939 but 
sopiniment Later cancaid. 

lieved to be capable and intelligent. Supporter of the present Afghan 
régime, “Speake some English 4 v4 

87, Habibullak Khan Tarai (WW. 325).—Muhammadzai. Born 1896. 
Son of the late Muhammad Zaman and nephew of the late Mahmud Tarai. 
Cousins, W.W. 100 and W.W. 311. Was a junior Under-Secretary in Indo- 
European branch of the Foreign Oice 1922-28.” Proceeded to Paris as eccrotare 
to Mabroud ‘Tarzi when latter was Minister at Paris. On his retarn to Kabul 
was appointed Under-Secretary in charge of the branch of the Foreign Office 
dealing ‘with India and Et Appointed Afghan Minister in Paris, November 
1928." Relieved by Abmad A Jan’ {W-W. 140) December 129 and returned 10 
Kabul, Third stcrtary in Foreign Ofice May 1081," Chief delegate co the 
Dokalim Boundary Commission, June 1932. Chief delegate on the Persiaz 
Boundary and He id Water Commission, October 1932. Visited Herat and 


v7 


Yslam Kala, thence to Zulfikar and Chakhansur in this connecion. Completed 
hhis work on the Persian boundary survey in June 1933 and returned to Kabul 
Appointed Minister at Tokyo in July 1993 and presonted his credentials there in 
October 1933. Speaks English fluently; a pleasant ‘mannered man, 
Returned to Kabul June 1930, and appointed first secretary at, the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, a post he was still holding in 1044. Ho is kept in this position of 
‘comparative obscurity as he is believed to be pro-Amanullah, and is therefore not 
trusted by the present régime. 


88. Hazrat of Shor Bazar (see Fazl-i-Umar). 


39. Tuayatullak Khan (WAV. 366)—Sardar, “Muhammadzai, Fldest_ son 
of Ameer Habibullah Khan. His mother is the Ulya Jan Badr-ul-Haram, Bora 
the 200h October, 1885 ”Visited India in Deogmber 1904. Held the appointment 
of Muin-as-Saltanah ('* Helper of the State”) under Ameer Habibullak Khan 
Created Sardar-i-Ala in 1905. Appointed Minister for Education in 1916. 
Was the recognised heir to the throne up to the time of Ameer Habibullah Khan's 
death. Married a davghter of the late Mahmud Khan, Tarzi, and was at 0 
time said to be under the latter's influence. During Ameer Habibullah Khan's 
reign he received an allowance of 130,000 rupees per annua. After the murder 
of Uaibalish Khan, Sardar Nesrillah west through the form of offering, him 
the throne. He, however, refused it, probably well knowing that tho decision 
hhad already been made in'Nasrullab’s favour, and that.no other course was open 
to him. When Nasrullah, in turn, was compelled to yield to the claims of 
Amanuilah, he had to accompany the former to Kabul,” On arrival at Kabul, 
though not compelled to share Nasrallah’s imprisonment, bo was kept wnder 
strict surveillance. At the darbar at which those accused of the murder of Ameer 
Habibullah were tried, Amanullah decroed that Tnayatullah had forfeited all his 
claims by his cowardly acquiescence in Nasrullah's usurpation of the throne and 
by his failure to take any steps to discover the authors of the crime. He was 
told that it would be advisable that he should retire into private life and take no 
farther part in public affairs, Although occasionally seen in public, he undertook 
no Government work, and was presumably deprived of his appointment of 
Muin-us-Saltanah, &c. In October 1919 he was reported to have been arrested 
by the Ameer, and to be practically confined to his house pntil 1922. There was 
‘ah abortive rising by the Safi regiment in his favour in June 1920, ‘Thin regiment 
was raised in Tagao by Inayatullab. Sanctioned n yearly allowance of 1 lakhs 
‘of rapeos and an escort of twenty men, March 1921, He consistently refused to 
take up any Government appointment. In July 1922 was allowed a certain 
ricasure of freedom, which was incrensed until he moved about apparently without 
restriction. When Bacha-i-Saqao attacked Kabul on the 14th December, 1023, 
‘was summoned by the King and confined in the Arg. Forced to accept the throne 
‘on Amanullah’s: abdication, the 14th Jantary, 1929, but on being besieged in 
the Arq by Bacha-i-Saqao, abdicated on the 17th January, 1929, on condition 
that he and ily were sent to Kandahar by air. Evacuated to Peshawar 
with his family in the Royal Air Forco planes, the 18th January, 1929, and 
proceeded to join Amanullah in Kandahar. Fied with Amanulinh ‘to Bombay, 
the 23rd May, 1929, Sailed from Bombay for Persin, via Basra, the 6th July, 
1929. Arrived in Tehran, the 27th July, 1020, Left’ Tehran for Eur 
1980, and was in Berlin believed plotting against Nadir K. 

srmission to reside in England for six months (June 1991). Visited England, 
Kogust 1981, and stayed three weeks in London with hie wife and eldest xan 
Khalilullah (W.W. 399). Then joined Amantillah in Rome. Visited Con 
stantinople for his nephew's wedding, December 1981, and then went on to Tehran 
where his sister joined him from Kabul. Tn receipt of 800 tomans per month 
from Persian Government in February 1932, In August the Persian Government 
wore said to be intending to discontinue this allowance, his sole means, Since 
then has remained in Tehran, where he now resides. Probable thnt the allowance 
made him by the Persian Government has been stopped, and that he is living in 
comparative penory. His sister, who had been with Amannllah in Rome, joined 
him. in the autumn of 1983." Is periodically the subject of rumours in 
Afghanistan, ly to the eifect that he has arrived, or is expected to arrive, 
in some part of the country. Lacks initiative, intellect and energy, but combines 
dignity with pleasant manners, and had 1 reputation for being honourable and 
straightforward. | An agent. of Tnayatullah was to have visited 
‘Mghanistan in May 1985, Stated to have been granted monthly allowancy 


of boat 8.000 rapecs (Afghani) by the Afghan Government (1930. Ts reported 


(1940) to be in toch with German agents in Tran, and probably reveiving money 
(29955) c 
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from Germany to stir up trouble in Afghanistan. Still reported to be in 
Tran. 


40, Mahmud Jan (W.W. 415)—Sardar-i-Ala, Shahassi, Barakeai. Born 
1885. Son of Shah Muhammad Khan, and a distant cousin of Abdul Aziz Khan, 
and the Ulya Hazrat. Officiated as Minister of Public Security in 1922 and as 
Governor of Kabul in 1925. Was in charge of the Public Works and Secret 
Service, Also in charge of the Frontier Tribes. Department, ef which Haji 
Muhammad Akbar was Under-Secretary. Was in parthership with Herr Hartea, 
German engineer in charge of Dar-ul-Aman works, and made a lot of money oat 
of public works, Created Sardar-i-Als, January 1027. Appointed Wali of 
Kabul, December 1027, Captured by rebels nes Jalalabad, December 1928, 
where he had heen sent to restore order, Arrested by Bacha-i-Saqao, February 
1929. Released during. the Independence colebrations, Ai 1929. Was 
appointed officer in charge State Workshops, November 1029, but was deprived 
his appointment the following month. Tinprisoned in the Arq on a 
of theft of Government funds and jewels, January 1930. Under trial for being 
eoncerned in the Koh-i-Daman revolt of 1980. Released in January 1981, bat 
Trarvesed With oxher members of the Shahgassi family in connexion with the 
Ghulam Nabi and Dare Khel plots in November 1982. Hie brother Zobain also 
arrested, His cars are said to have ben trimmed as a punishment. Was 
released in November 1933 and kept under surveillance. “A stout, pleasant 
gentleman: was friendly to foreigners. A groat personal friend of ex-King 
manullab, Speaks Pushtu, 

Reported to have been arrested in Maroh 1986 for the murder of bis own son. 

Reported to be still in Kabul jai 


Al, Mokendra Pratap Singh (alias Raja) (W.W. 437)—Indian agitator, 
ton of Raja Ghanabyam Singh, Jat, of Marsan, Aligarh, United Provinces, and 
brother of the Maharani of Jhind, Founder of the Prem Vidalaya (the Free 
Industrial and National Arts College) of Brindaban. Went to England at the 
end of 1914, and to Berlin in the autumn of 1915 where he as an Indian 
prince. Had an interviow with the Kaiser and accompanied the German mission 
to Kabul in 1916, Arrived at Mazar-i-Sharif in 1917. Endeavoured to come 
to, dndia, but returned owing to our precantions. In 1018 with a, party of 
Afghans left Mazar-i-Sharif for Russian Turkestan, and proceeded to Tashkent 
In March 1918 was in Berlin, and later wont to Pettogead, whore be received 3 
warm welcome from Trotsky and Joffe. Same year visited Constantinople, where 
he dolivered Ameot’s reply to the Sultan, No reliable news in eaely 1010 a0 to Ite 
whereabouts, but mappored ta have gone to Tashkent via Bokbara. ‘Came to Kabul 
with the Suritz Mission Decomber 1010. Regarded ns an, imbecle. of me 
importance by the Bolsheviks in Kabul, but Obaidullah (W.W. 491) found him 
usoful as a figurehead and toattract Hindus to his party. Left Kabal and arrived 
at Wakhany the 14th Jue, 1020, iit fone for China Sent a letter to the 

jovernor of curghan saying that ted Afghan Envoy to 
China by the Ameer. He soon returved ae Passage to Chinn waa fefused by the 
Chineso anthorities, Tn September 1920 he was in the Pamirs. Did a tour in 
China and Japan and returned to Kabul in autumn of 1923. Left Kabul, the 
16th September 1924; visited California, China, attempted to enter Tibet, then 
went to Japan, whence be was deported. Returned to Afghanistan in, October 
1928, His reception in Kabul was remarkably frigid and although he held s 
number of receptions very few people of importance attended. ‘This was mainly 
due to the dispenaure of tho ising at Mobendea, having styled himself Afghan 
representative at a Pan-Islamic conference in Japan, photographs deseribi 
him as such and showing his unceremouious arrest and deporte haetee es 
fen by the King. in English illustrated pa aft Kabul for the worth, the 
Slat January, 1827, and arrived Moscow, February 1927. Returned to China 
but back in Moscow November 1923 preparing to hold * Pan-Asiatic " Conference 
in Kabul. Owing to outhreak of rebellion was provented from leaving Tashkent 
to come to Kabul by King Amanallab. Went to Tehran January 1929 and 
returned to Moscow in April 1929, Returned to Kabul from Moscow by air 
December 1929, Was in close touch with Allah Nawaz (W.W. 189). He was 
deported by air to Termez in March 1990. Visited Berlin and New York 
on the 27th May, 1050.” Ts believed to be of some use to the Ogpn. Was in China 
jn 1691 and 1982)” (iis address there was P.O. Box 90, Peping, China). Published 
two books: Afghanistan, the Herat of Aryom, and Long Lite India! Moved to 
Japan at the end of 1933 or beginning of 1934, where he was in touch with the 
Japanese Government, Continued to spread anti-British propaganda. Left 
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Tapan secretly for Siam in June 1994, believed at Japanese instigation to fur 
Ubeir-pan- Asiatic policy. Forbidden to lecture i i Turned out of S 
ved Tokyo, Ai ving been om Cantor 
arya at Manis in February 1005, back yu Japan in April 1095 and left for 
America in July 1935. Has agitated for his own return to India through 1 
Indian Legislatures, Has been regarded as an Afghan subject since 1034, 
In the Far East in 1937. Reported to be in Japan (1942). 


Sc v.35: falas d 
Muhammad Agha Samii (W-W. 555).—Brother of Shahgassi Muhammad 
Yakab Khan (W.W. 67) ‘Son of Muhammad Yasuf Khan, a Munshi to per, 
Habibullah. A’ Mohiand by birth, but the family have settled in Ghazni for 
some generations. Was Mehmandar to the British mission in Kabul, 1921 
Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, but was dismissed in 1923, peer bi 
to escape of Ardali and Dand Shah is W. 287) from Kabul gaol and pei = 
to reports of his complicity in murder of one Abdul Ali. Appointed Polit ica 
Officer during Mangal rebellion 1924, and sent to the trout, where his 
services earned appreciation of the Ameer. Appointed Mehmandar 2 
Wakils of Eastern Provinces daring Ameer's visit of April 1926. Reappoint 
Commandant of Police, Kabul, August 1926. Was a trusted personal informer 
to the Ameer. Efficient, controlled a mob with great skill during, the fire whic 
gutted the British Legation at Kabul December 1926. Aupanied oe 
Governor of Kabul November 1928. Arrested by Bac’ ‘agao February 1929, 
bat escaped and joined Amanullah in Kandahar. Sent to ‘ashkent as cow! 
by Amanullah, returning again to Kandahar vin Duzdap, April 1929. Accom: 
anied Amanullah in bis flight as far as Quetta, where he remained. : for 
Kfeshed in August 1020, Later returned to Kabul, Arrested and sentenced to 
banishment for implication in Koh-i-Daman revolt, July 1930, bat subsequently 
released. Said to be doing poganda work in fav f Amanullah, Ob 
ilgrimage to Mecca, March 1081, Arrived ‘Tehran with W.W. @75 in December 
Jodie "Applied for permission to visit India but was refused, Still in Tobran, 
where his Prather ‘Yakub Khan (WW. oe ‘has joined him; also his ney ait end 
niger from Quetta, ‘on, Muhammad Bashir, deprived of Afghan 
nationality, property, in gue in is said to have been 
confise: F is ily deported to Tran. 
ate TD ae re aa aca naa at 
receiving money from Germany to stir up trouble in Afghanistan, “Still reported 
to be in Iran, 


3 mnmad Akbar Khon (WW. 161)—Muhammadzai, Brother of 
ww! na Minor of Health 1030, Contin of the Inte Ring Nadir Shab 
whom he was Surgeon-General. Director of Medical Services October 1932, 
Appointed Mivister at Rome 1935 and presented his credentials in May 1998, 

Relieved of appointment as Minister at Rome, March 1996, and retur 
to Kabul. Is married to a sister of W.W. 149, 

Civil A-D.C, to the King, 1042. 


| Muhammad Akram Khan (WW. 1624)—Born approximately 1909. 
Director of the Hecepiton ranch of the Ministry for Foreign Aflairs 1037 3. 
‘Appointed Main I in the Ministry of National Economy 1939, which post he atit 
holds... Is alto acting as private secretary to King Zahir Shah in place of No: 49, 
Ho i related to the ruling family and enjoys the affection and confidence of the 
King. A pleasant, well-mannered individual, apparently friendly with tho 
British Legation, but was suspected of having been involved in pro-Axia intrigue 
in 1948 


Muhammad Aminullah Jan (or Amin Khan) (WW. 180)—Sardar, 
Mobatamadeai, Torn the 19th October, 1886. “Third surviving soo of Amit 
‘Abdal Rahman. Hie mother was a slave itl belonging to the late Bibi Halim, 
‘who was said to have adopted him before her own son was tora. | Was formetiy 
tn charge of the Shara (Mubammadan Law) Department at Kabul, and was aleo 
in charge of the Jahbt Khana (magazine), Tn 1917 be held the appointment of 
SardariMadafia (director of military defence). “Has one sin born about 1908, 
and a danghter said to have been married to Sardar Abdul Qudus Angst 1 
at Kandahar. Appointed A.D.C. to the King 1926. Arrested by Bucha-i-Saqao 

January 1920. Arrived Quetta and left for Lahore the 4th November, 1929. 
Residing in Tehran 1930 in straitened circumstances, Appealed for an 
allowance from the Government of India in 1990. Ts said to be very eccentric. 
In Tran 1943. 
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46. Muhammad Atio Khan (W.W. 200)—Born approximately 1804 
Muhammadzai. Sardar. Son of Rafiq Khan and son-in-law of Sardar Al:mad 
Shah Khan, Court Minister (W.W. 149). Brother of Babo Jan alias Zulikha, 
widow of late Sardar Hayatullah Khan, step-brother of ex-King Amanullah. 
Visited Moscow in 1938. Is an economic expert trained in Germany and holds 
the post of director of the Industrial Section of the Afghan National Rank. Was 
kept under surveillance in 1939 for his alleged pro-Amanullah sympathies 
‘Speaks Rossian and German fluently and was formerly. reputed to be strongly 
Germanophile and to be respousible for the increasod German influence. in the 
Royal Family. Shaws no outward signs now (104) of being pro-German, but 
isan enlightened Nationalist who works hard and with rest ability for the 
industrial development of his country. A pleasant and intelligent man, friendly 
tothe British Legation and appreciative of the assistance rendered to hie country 
ly the British and Indian Governments in industrial matters, particularly the 
textile industry, during the war. He professes to be anxious that trade 
connexions thus formed should be maintained and developed after the war. 

Hilg brothers are Mubammad Umar Khan (W,W, 658) and Muhammad 
Rahim, Kban, assistant to the president of Kabul Municipality 


47. Muhammad Dowd Khan (W.W. 235)—Elder son of the late Sardar 
Muhammad Aziz Khao (brotber ot King Nadir Sab). Born 1000 in Kabul, 
Educated at the Anania. Collage, Kabul. Spent igo years in Pranco and 
returned to Kabul in October 1930. 1981 attended a year's course at the 
Infantry Offcors' School, whore be worked bard and was well reported on by 
tho sonfor German instructor. November 1982 promoted Firqa Musbar (tnajor. 
Geueral) and ‘appolated General Oficor Commanding, Eastern Province. To 

february 1934 assumed the duties of Governor of the province in addition to his 
duties as Goneral Officer Commanding. His strictness made him unpopular and 
ha was inclinod to be headstrong and hasty. ‘Took a great interest in the training 

‘of his troops and the Eastern Province detachment at the Independence celebrn 
ions in 1 conspicuous for its smartness. In July 1995 was transferred as 
Governor and General Officer Commanding, Kandahar, and General Officer Com. 
manding of the Farah and Chakhansur Division. A stroug personality. A keon 
‘oldior and gnorgetic. “A favourite of his uncle the Prime Mfsnistar (W.W. 359) 
In 1994 married a sister of King Zahir Shah. In likely to be much heard of in 
tho future. Speaks excellent French, and is very well-mannered and friendly 

wernior anid General Officer Commanding, Kandahar, in 1986 and 193% 
‘arned to bo more tact{ul by the Prime Minister. Appointed Raixi-Tanzimieh 

(Supreme Civil and Military Administrator) of the Eastern Province (1133). 

Appointed General Orficer Commanding Kabul Central Army Corps an 
Commandant of the Military Schnols jn. Kabot in August 99, the appointment 
ho still holds. Since the reorganisation of the Kabul Army Corps. in 103% 40 
‘in influence has increased. "The Kabul Army Corpe now has a separite budget 
and is almost independent of the Ministry of Defence. He promoted sone 
230 oficers in August 1042 with the approval of the King, but without reference 
to the Minister of Defence (W.W. 414). “His corpe is improving in elliciency, 
and hin subordinates, though admiring his personality and drive, are somewhat 
afraid of bit, Tn 1042, wher the prospects of the Allied nations appeared not 
‘oo favourable, he wax believed to be advocating an approach to Germany by the 
Afghan Government. He ix stated 10 be n strong Kishan Nationale” whe 
inelined to resent the employment of forcign advisers, but favours veeking’ the 
assistance of Grent Britain and the United States in training and equipping the 
Afghan Army. 

48, Muhammad, Gul Khan (WW. 3154)—Son of Muhammad Khurshid 
Khan (W.W. 408). Kachi Mohmand of village Bara (on the Hisarak Itud, about 
T miles west of Batikot). Educated in Turkey. Was a Ghund Mishar (brigadier) 
in Amanullah’s army in 1927. | Promoted Firga Mishar (major-general) an 
appointed General fcr Commanding, Eastern ovine in 1098. In Jalalabad 

luring the Saqavi égime until ining of Jalalabad, when he. returned 
to his home nt Barn." He joined HRA. Sardar Hashim Khan (W.W. S97) 
in Khugiani country about March 1929, Was Minister of the Interior in Nadie 

Shah's first Government, Octobor 1929, Promoted Naib Salar (general) and 
appointed to officiate as Rais.i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and Military Adminis- 
trator), Eastern Province. He held this post until the summer of 1980. During 
this time he did much to restore order in the province and dealt with the Shinwact 
attompt on Torkham in February 1930. After the Kohistan rising in 1990 he 
was appointed Raisi-Tanzimieh of that district and apparently succooded in 
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pacifying the people. Assumed duties of Minister of Interior in October 1930 
ee eee Tansimich of Kasdahar in Febcunty 1981, and stl for 
Kandabar via India, Administered the province, with jirmogas and eliciocy. 
Congratulated by the Government on his work January 1082, Visited Kabul for 
Tadependence celebrations August 1092; was awarded the Sardar-i-Ala, frat class, 
and grant of 29,000 Kabuli rapes. Was ofered Govemnorship of Herat ia 
tember 1982, but refused owing to his friendship for Abdur Rehim (W.W. 
‘Appointed Hais'i Tansimich, Mazar, Kataghan and Badakbshan and Main 
Novomber 1982. Relieved at Kandahar ty Ghulam Farag, (W.W..273) in 
January 1983, and left for Mazar. In 1034 there were rumours that his loyalty 
to the present régime was doubtful and that he was in favour of a republic, 
fQuiet, ‘well-mannered maa, but ruthless. Has a strong personality and is 
Ambitious, ‘He is regarded us ave of the most capable officials in Afghanistan 
Speaks Urdu, Persian, Pushto, Rossian and Turkish. Ho was very loyal to the 
late Nadir Shab. Visited Kabul September 1985. Believed to have asked the 
Prime Minister to help the Mobmanils against the British. Refused, to visit 
Eastern Province to explain Mobmand sitaation to Afghans, and believed tg have 

iuarrelled with Prime Minister (W.W. 337) on this subject. Returned to Mazar 
Seer in Geiser, Reported to bs on bad tera with W.W. 316, Stated to 
be connected with the Republican party. Resigned Governorship of Northern 
Provinces 1040 and appointed Minister of Stato 1941, a pout he sill holds 
though he has withdrawn to bis estate at Haibak and remains there in spite o! 
the Prime Minister's attempts to induce him to take « more active part in. the 
Adiainisteation. His resignation of the Goyernorship of the Northern Province 
is thought to have been due to his dislike of Abdul Majid’s (W.W. 78) trado 
development schemes. 


a Haider Khan (WW. 82%3)—Born about 1004, Son of 
‘At Moharnad Khan (Mir, Quel of Herat). Formerly Afghan representative 
at the League of Nations and subsoquently private ooretary to the King. 
Appointed Afghan Ambasador at Teliran for Muhammad Nauros Khan in 
Tanuary 104, 


a rmmod Hashim Khan (WW. 337)—Muhammadzai, Son 
of getiae Yat eetinion, aad coals of King Zahir Shar. Half-brother of 
the late King Nadir and of W-W. 14 and WW 956, Born 1886, Commanded the 
‘Sar-i-Os (bodyguard) at Kabul and sccompaniod ‘Ameer Habibullah to India in 
1907. Appointed Naib Salar (general) of ‘Herat and left Kabul in 1916. Keen on 


institating reforms, but checked in thus direction ty dhreat of motiny on Ube part 


ps. ted and sent to Kabul after inder of Habibullah, but 
ee iy Rr People of Herat refused to have him back after his release 
tind he was Folieved. Appointed Governor of Jalalabad December 1919, Governor, 
Eastern Province, i020 ‘Went on tour in July 1921 and distributed rewards to 
the Mohmands and some Bajauri tribesmen, at the same time doing his best to 
create an atmosphere of hostility to the he the Leper erry 
ibesmet for “* jebad.'” Summoned jingas of the Malib 
peer aptne 4 to Jalalabad in September 1921. Rewards in the shape af 
‘money were doled out to the tribesmen, w ete ee Jie aera 
iH ne anent allowances and the distribut heu 
from the Afghan Goverumen. ported in August 1921 to have strike 
i ‘ith Nadir Ki f one of the ssi 
conjunction with Nadir Khan, the robbery of British mission mail Yaga 
a ‘Kabul to India, Went to Kabul from Jalalaba th 
vain Nevada, 1921. Officiating as Minister of War, Kabul, January 1922, vice 
Nadir Khan, who proceeded on tour, Went to Europe with his father in 1923. 
Appointed Minister at’ Moscow March 1924, when he was unpopular owing te 
fs constant suspicions of Soviet policy. ‘Opposed the military training 
fghans in Russia, and on his views being disclosed by the Afghan Goveruinent 
to the Soviet authorities he resigned and left Moscow 3rd July, 1926, to i 
brother Nadir Khan at Grasse. Offered position of Minister at ‘Telrran, which he 
refused, October 1926. Nur-us-Siraj, the sister of the King, whom he wished to 
‘marry, was betrothed to Amanullah’s cousin, Muhammad Hasan Jan (W.W. $42) 
in October 1926, This was Jooked upon as an insult by Hashim Khan and his 
brothens At Grasse December 1928. Granted: ST eal ee ee 
r ‘stan January 1929, and Jeft Marseilles with Nadir Khan and 
Wat wi 383) on the Sth February, 1929. Left ‘Peshawar for the toe 
Province th March, 1920, where he tried to obtain support for Nadir, but met 
with little success. Was defeated by Bacha-i-Saqao and arrived Parachinar 
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10th September, 1929. Arrived Quetta 1st October, 1929, where he remained 
under surveillance until 27th October, 1929, when he was permitted by the Indian 
Government to proceed to Kandahar. Proceeded to Kabul, th November, 1999, 
‘on his appointment as Premier and Minister of Interior. ‘This appointment he 
has since held, insisting on a high standard of work and efliciency.- High-handed 
in his dealings with other Government officials he is consequently both feared and 
hated. Was om tour in the Northern Provinces when Nadir Shah was assassinated 
and retarned immediately to Kabul. Swore allegiances to Zahir Shah, since whose 
‘nocession he has been the real ruler of Afghanistan. A real patriot and a 
tremendous worker, he has laboured to improve the stability of the country. So 
far ap can be judged, yenuinely dislikes tho Russians and is alarmed by the 
fousbility of the spread of bolahoviam in Afghanistan, “A qetet di ‘man 
with charming manners and a keen sense of bumour. Is quick-tempered, out- 
spoken and, when roused, ruthless. Trusts very few of his fellow-counteymen and 
tries to do too much himself. He makes up his mind quickly. Is said to have 
becn lately more tactful in his dealings with otber officials, bat is still unpopular. 

The danger of his being assassinated 1s great. Is very friendly to members of the 
British, Legation in Kabul, Understands English well and speaks it fairly. 

Proceeded to Berlin in October 1996 to undergo an operation for tumour, 

Operation for tumour successful. Visited London January-February and 
returied to Kabul via India in March 1937. Still Prime Minister. Had a serious 
heart attack in November 1949, but recovered and in spring 194. gradually 


emed control of important afairs, leving routine matter to. his nephew 


51, Muhammad Hassan Jan (W.W. 342)—Mubammadaai, 
Son of Sardar Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W_ 648). A.D.C. to Kiny eal 
926, Created Sardari-Ala February 1926. Married Naru Siraj, 
AAmanullah’s sister, October 1927. Was well known to the British Legation at 

1, Accompanied Ki she ora to Europe 1927-28 as Chamberlain. Also 
went with Amanullah to Kandahar after his abdication Jannary 1929 and to 
Bombay May 1929.  Sailed for Italy June 1929. Was in Rome {ror October 1931 
to July 1982, Not definitely located between summer 1982 and December 1933, 
‘vot suid to bo in Home with Amanullah and to be verging on unacy. Deprived of 
Afghan nationality November 1033, Accompanied Amanullal Kise to: the 
Hejas in 1995. In Rome with Amanullah during summer of 1935. 


02, Muhammad Ihsan Khan (WW. 363). —Tajik of Istalif, Kob-i-Daman, 
Firga Mishar (major-geueral), Born about 1805, son of Ustad osu an en 
ol Related to the late Bacha-i-Sagao. Received three years’ aeronautical 
(iiining in Italy. Appointed to command Afghan Air Force 1924. Visited 
{Western Command manveuvres and carried out a tour in India at the invitation of 
re -xcellency the Commander-in-chief November 1926. Was helpful to the Royal 

it Force ‘loans who landed at Shorpur in Decomber 1928. Dismissed from his 
Post by Bacha-i-Saqao January 1929, but was reappointed by Nadir Shah on his 
‘Accession to the throne. Is keen on his profession and works hard and is keen on 
Aving: la yee fab Sesh eaien we slits French. Is always very friendly 

britis gation, i Es 
September 1086 with a view to parchasing ai Be Heras oe eecag ss 
iste lia and Europe 1936-87 with view to purchasing ait 

rapier Government. Purchased eight aircraft in Great Britain aiperin 
in Tealy. Returned to Kabul in Octobor 1937. Was awarded decoration of 

Grand Officer of the Crown of Italy." Received by Herr Hitler during his tour, 
Since 1997 the Afghan Air Force has achieved a modicum of efficiency mainly 
due to his drive, the assistance of British instructors, and the despatch of Air 
Force personnel to India for training, the latter being a policy he consistent] 
supports, | In 1942 he. proceeded to India for medical treatment, reta 
March 1048." After hin return be gave out that he was in favour of retaining 

h coumexion with his Ai jo ine more 
Shaaeente it Force, and asked for the supply of nine 
fe resents the fact that the Air Force is under War Minist 

wishes to have it independent under the King. Suffers from ilLinelth bet sat 
the dominating personality in the Air Fores eae cone 


53. Muhammad Ismail Khan (WW. 377s)—Wardaki, ilzai. 
Son of Abdullah Khan (W-W. 63) and nephew of WW. 4 At one hrae eae 
of the Eastern Branch. Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Governor (Hakimey Kelso) 


of the Northern District, Kabal Province. Officiating Governor, Kataghan and 
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Badakshian, Wali of Kabul 1989. Has pleasuat manners and is friendly in is 
attitude towards British Legation. Not on good terms with His Royal Highness 
Shah Mahmud (No, 72), 


54. Muhammad Khan, Mirza (W.W. 450)—Sent to Merv on a special 
mission October 1919. Still’ in Mery June 1920. Later said to be in Tashkent. 
Left for Moscow July 1920. Afghan Minister at Moscow 1921 until relieved by 
the late Ghulam Nabi On return from Russia he was for a short time an 
Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce, In 1024 was sent to Europe to 
negotiate the sale of certain Crown jewels. Appointed First Under-Secret 
the Foreign Office on return from Europe. Chief Afghan member of the Urta 
Tagai Boundary Commission, and proceeded to Badakhshan January 1920, 
returning in June 1926, Appointed Minister at Moscow October 1920, having first 
refused appointment of Minister at Rome, As Minister at Moscow he preserved 
4 broad ontlook and was not noticeably pro-Soviet Under-Secretary in Foreign 
Office 1928. Remained at Foreign Office under Bacha-i-Saqao January 1 
Appointed Under-Secretary Foreign Office by King Nadir Shah November 1929. 
‘Appointed Minister of Trade September 190. In May 1032 was complimented 
Wythe King for he work. Was put under secret narveliane ass rent of the 

lot discovered in September 1933. Left Kabul in October, with the Prime 
Minister, to visit the north. Returned to Kabul in November and swore allegiance 
lo Zahir Shah. Appointed Minister of ‘Trade in 1937, A man of no great 
‘standing or marked ability, Is said to enjoy the confidence of the Prime Minister, 
but to be on bad terms with the War Minister. Since he has been in office, the 
‘customs revenue of the country has increased considerably, Was ane of the prime 
movers in the formation of the Axhati Company. Is believed to be a heavy bribe 
taker, His sister, who was a widow of the Jate Amecr Habibullah, was given fn 
marriage to Abdul Qadir, Racha-i-Saquo’s Governor of Kandabat, Is inclined 
to be anti-British, but in lately believed to°be less eo than formerly. His son, 
Abdinllah Kban, was one of ix students who wero sent to Japan January 1985, 
‘Appointed Minister of Revenue (1938), Still Minister of Revenne. 


55. Muhammad Naim Khan (W.W. 464)—Son of the late Muhammad 
Aziz Khan, Muhammad: Born 1911, Visited India in November 1929 with 
‘Asadullah Khan (W.W. 109), Appointed Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, 
October 1930, Appoirited Minister, Romo, December 1932; recalled in 1994 and 
appointed extra cecretary in the Foroign Office, Kabul. , Appointed 

retary 1035. Married in 1034 the eldest sister of King Zabie Shab, Hin 
wife gave birth to a son in August 1955 a 

iciating Foreign Minister December 1095 and again in 1996 during the 
absence of Faiz Muhamniad in Europe 

‘Also acting as managing director, Afghan National Bank, during absence of 
Abdul Majid (W.W, 73) in Europe 1936-37. Appointed Minister of Education 
in 130. 

‘Appointed president of Kabul Literary Society June 1997. 

Appointed Acting Foreign Ministor daring the Foreign Minister's absence 
in Tehran June 1037 and Jalalabad in Janvary 1998 Still Minister of 
Education, Visited Khanabad as head of an investigation committee (1939), 

“Appointed assistant to the Prime Minister (September 1989), in addition to 
bis duties as Minister of Education. In 1941 appointed officiating Minister of 
‘National Economy during absence of W.W. 73 in Europe in addition to his own 
duties. Officiated as Prime Minister in the winter of 1943 during Uhe illness of 
his unele, Muhammad Hashim Khan (No. 50), with whom he is a great favourite. 
Ensy-going and pleasant mannered and friendly to British Legation, but some- 
what reserved, perhaps as a result of # Cae deafness. Speaks French 
fi and English tolerably. It is generally believed that he is destined to 
aon his uncle as Prime Minister, but it is doubtful if be has either the brains, 
physical fitness or strength of character for the task 


56. Muhammad Nawroz Khin (W.W. 470)—Mirza of Logar, Appointed 
Chief Secretary to King Nadir, November 1929, Was on. terms with 
Matammad Yakub (W.W 675), More inclined to friendship with Germany than 
with England and Russia, Accompanied late 8. Mubammad Azim to Europe in 
January 1933 for medical treatment. Retarned from Germany May 1933 and 
yesumed appointwent of Chief Secretary to King. Was appointed officiating 
Court Minister in 1936. Wag! Ambassador, Tehran, in 1939. Relieved 
of appoinument of Ambassador at Tehran in 192. Appointed Minister of 
Toterior 143. 
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luenee. in the Logar valley. Loyalty to present, régime doubtful, 

tertains Republican tendencies. Has ability and capacity and speaks a little 

Euglish. Since his appointmeat as Minister of the fatertor bas become mare 

influential and popular, the latter said to be due to his patience when investigating 
complaints, 


87, Muhawmad Qasim Khan (W.-W. 006)—Muhammadzai. Son of Sardar 
Muhammad Sarwar Khan Kaka. Nephew of the late Sardar Abdul Aziz. First 
cousin of Ghulam Farug (W.W. 273). Born at Lahore about 1900. Served in 
yarious minor appointments in Afghan Foreign Office 1921-25. Was a 
in the Afghan Legation, Rome, in 1926, and also served in a similar capacity in 
tho Afghan Embassy, Tehran, during 1927 and 1928 In 1030 wes madir 
(assistant secretary) “in tho Prime Minister's office. Appointed ‘officiating 
Hakim-i-Ala (Governor), Eastern Province, November 1932, where he found ft 
difficult to get on with the General Offcor Commanding, Daud Khan (W.W. 238). 
Appointed Minister in Rome in February 1934, and left to take up bis appoint: 
mont in March. Recalled in spring 1935 and in June again appointed Gerernor 
of the Eastern Provins,. Is said too an ecient able man, but lacks 
presence and personality ‘aglish, Urdu, Persian and ve Pushta, 
Hie fa ded Jaton 710, “e se 
inted Governor of Herat (1993). Appointed Governor of Kandahar 
10st, & post he stil ot, oy, 


58, Muhammad Qarim Khan (WW. 507A) (FM. Muhammadeai)—To 
approximately 1904. Director of Tatolligeice in the Wor M 
of Staff, Guards Division, 1936. Officiating 
Kataghan and Badakaban’ Division, 1936. 
Ofticiating General Otlcer Commanding, Gi vi General 
Officer Commanding, Horat Division, 1937-40. Appointed Governor aiud General 
Officer Commanding of the Southern Province in May 1944 at tho time of the 
Zadran disturbances. A tacttul, popular and efficient officer who has pleasant 
inanners, ix intelligent and apeake little Kuglish A 1h supporter of Shah 
Mahmud (No, 72) 


SBA, Muhammad Sadiy Khon (Mir) —Sou of Mir Sikaudar Khan, Horn 
whout 1898. His father was a Court official with the honorary rank of genoral 
in the rei of Amir Sher Ali Khan and left Aty an during the Second 
bite Var and lived first in Bagdad, where M wminad Sadiq was born, 
and Inter in Kia, where the boy was edacated. "Mir Muhammad Sadiq tetienad 
to Afghanistan during the reign of ex. ‘King Amanullah, and beld minor 
‘Appointments in tho Kiuentional aud Agricultural Departmeste of the souk 
Vrovince and in Northern Afghanistan, During the reign of the late King 
Nadir Shab, be became First Seoretary of the Afghan Embassy in Mosca 
‘appointment he held for three years. When be returned to, Kabul. he 
appointed Director-General of International Aflairs in the Foreign Office. I 

larch 1943 he was Cesare Afghan Consul-General at Meshed. He is 
desoribed as patient and cantious; speaks English, Urdu and a little Rossian: 
is reasonably well disposed towards the British 


50 Muhammad Sarwar Khan (W.W.. 560).—Barakzai, Naib Salar (general), 
Soot MuhammatSidig Khan, Brothers Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 276), Muhammad 
Shuaib (WW, 61) and Juma Khaw First secretary in the Afghan Embassy in 
Tehran, | Vormerly a Ghulam Bacha. Was highly esicemed by Ameer Habibellah 
Khan. Promoted brigadier in 1906, owing to bis success inthe manafactare of 
uns, and appointed superintendent, Kabul Arsenal. Promoted major-general 
Y019, ‘In March 1919 appointed Naib Salar by Ameer Amanallah Kha a! later 
in the same month loft for Mazar-i-Sharif to take up the appointment of Naitvl, 
Hukumah (Gevernoe) Turkestan. Granted both civil and military powers in his 
Province. Relieved of appointment and proceeded to Kabul in ‘January 1922 
Whore he officiated as Minister of the Interior, Governor of Kandahar 1993, bat 
the real power in the province was wielded by the Minister of the Interior, who, 
originally officiating as Governor of Kandabar, remained there on relict > deal 
with the disorders that were rife in the province during 1923. Muhammad 
Sarwar's jurisdiction seems to have been limited, Still Governor of Kamlehae 
at the beginning of 1927. Described by the Ameer, daring a visit of inspection 
to Kandahar, November 1925, as “honest and table, bat slow and 
Pealigent.” Summoned to Kabul Tune 1926, and well received by the King 
Created Sardar-i-Ala November 1926. Appointed Govern 

Kataghan, 1923, but did not take up appointment. 


% 


jovernor of Kabul, February 1930, but relieved in 1931 and went on 
pigeiange to Mas etaed via heel and Randabas Appointed a 
member of the Majlis-i-Aiyan (Council of Nobles) December 1931. Reported to be 
ro-Amanullah. Visited his brother Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 270) at Maruf. 
‘andahar Province, in Febroary 1932, but was recalled to Kabul in July. Has 
been unemployed since 1931. Still believed to be pro-Amanullah. Courteous 
and friendly, bot Amanullal's description (above) fits him. Still a member of 
the Council of Nobles, 

60. Muhammad Shafi Khan (W.W. 569) (Sultan Mubammad Khel)-—Born 
approximately. 1900. Sou of Mubammad Isa Khan, A relative of 8. Faiz 
Matimmad, Khaw (W.W. 943). "Was a Modie rghan Foreign Office 
1934-35. Appointed Afghan Consul, Kara to be loyal to 
present régime. Afghan Cousul-General in India vice Sulab-ud-Din (No. 71) 
1939. “Still Afghan Consul General, A pleasant official who speaks English 
and is always friendly towards the British Legation. 


G1. Muhammad Shuaib Khaw (WW. 611)—Born approximately 1904, 
Younger brother of Muhammed Sarwar Khan (No, 59), Appointed Yawar’ to 
the Governor of Kandahar and Modir of Agriculture 1934. Incapable and lazy, 
‘The Amir dismissed bim daring a visit of iaspestion to Kandahar, October 1025, 
Employed as third assistant to the Minister of Court in 1931." Resigned In 
Angust 1982 and became Kandahar manager to Chandan Khao, agent for Barta 
Shell Oil Company in Afghanistan, -Agcat for the Shirkat int Kandahar for 
importing Japanese goods, Brother also of Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 970) 
Appointed Afghan Consul at Karachi 1940. Still Afghan Consul at Karachi 


62. Muhammad Umar Khan (WW. 052)—Firqu Mishar (majorgenetal) 
Yonafeai of the’ Topehi’” family. Born 1808. Appointed Chiet of Stafl 1924 
Visited Delhi mancuvres December 1924 at the invitation of the Commande 
chief in India. Appointed head of Afghan Military Miasion to Russin to select 
artillery for the Afghan army and study Soviet military methods Octobor 1028. 
Left Kabul by air for Termes en route to Moscow the 3rd November, 1920. Visited 
Rusia and Italy 1998. Was atone time military attaché in Bevin,” Appointed 
chief of Afghai General Staff early in 1980, Ln 1932 proceeded to E 
gilend the Disarmament Conference, Genera. Visited Paris Decemb 
warned to Kabul via India in January 1994; wa 
ae ‘at Peshawar. Lituched with the officers of the Gordon Highlande 
Khyber on bis way back,  Resumed his duties as Chief of Staff, but left on 
for Geneva io May 1894. A heen and inteligontoicer but std to have itl 
experience in the field or bandling troops. Has been much in Europe and speaks 
English, Russian and German ftusaty.” Ts alo seid to speak French and Tegan, 
‘is loyalty to the present régime is ‘ul, Tt is said that he will probably be 
appointed to a diplomatio post in Europe. Has pleasant manners and is 
friendly. Afghan representative to the League of Nations Disarmament Com- 
tnittao June 1095, Said to have boon recalled to Kall (1036) owing to his 
immoral conduct in Europe. Still Chief of Staff and a close friend of W.W. 414. 
He has. the contidence of the Royal Family except in matters of a very secret 
nature | He is not a forceful character or likely to prove. lander of oops in 
the field. He makes out that he is a great Nationalist, and neither anti- or 
pro-Rassian, British or German, 


63, Muhammad Usman Khan (W.W. 661)—Sardar. In 1915. app. 
tocommand at Asmar, where be atopted a friendly atttae towacte the By 

and was taking security from “*badmashes to prevent raids into Chitral. Tn 
1916 was appointed Brigadier and in 1919 was still Commandant at Asmar 
Recalled to Jalalabad in August 1920, reason tunknown. He. however, again 
returned to Asmar and went to Kabul in September 1830. Chief Siafl Ofer 
to Naib Salar Hashim Khan (W.W. 397). Commanding the Ningrahar Corps 
in December 1921. Served as Afghan Consul in Bombay in 1927 and as Consil. 
General, Tada, in 1928. Tn Kabul 1929. Counsellor to Afghan Embassy. Tebran, 
in 1990, Appointed Muin IT in the Foreign Ministry in 1931. Was a member 
Of the Musab Perso-Afghan Commission 1094-35, Pensioned ant fnemploved 
1935. “Member of the Republican Party. Was suspected of complicity in Afridi 
Amanish plot in 1939, President of the Municipal Committee, Kabul. since 1987, 
Relieved of this post, July 1942, for alleged malpractice in the distrihation of 
food supplies to the public A’ capable man with pleasant manners, who is 
somewhat disgruntled because he has not been given more important appointments. 
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Believed 16 be addicted to drink; and to be showing signs of disloyalty to the 
Yahya Khel. ‘Took up directorship of several public trading concerns in 1044 


64. Muhammad, Yunus Khan (W.W. 035)—Comes from Jalalabad and is 
of Pathan stock, Secretary of Afghan Legation, London, from 1922-30. Always 
Showod himself helpful and well disposed. and was profuse with pro-British 
sentiments, which were probably sincere. Chargé d’ Affaires from February 1929 
to January 1990. Tnergatically opposed Shaja-td-Daulah’s (W.-W: 618) attempts 
tp dispoo of Lagation property July-September 1029. Left London for United 
States of America on Shah Wali’s (W.W. 685) arrival as Minister in Januai 
1930 owing to disappointment of non-recognition of his work and refusal 
Shah Wali to appoint him counsellor, Reported tobe in touch with Ghadr party 
in San Francisco. In June 1933 tried to obtain the assistance of British Foreign 
Ofice to return to Afghanistan. Believed to be, (1938) in United, States of 
America. Founded and became Director of the Afghan National Association 
in the United States of America, 

03, Muhammad | Zahir Shab... (W.W.  @864)-—Muhammadea 
surviving son of the late King Nadir Shab, Born 1914 Accompanied his 

France i 1024 and was educated in that country, Returned to Afghanistan 
in October 1030. In 1091 attended a year's course at the Infantry. Officers’ 
School, Kabul. | Married (1981) a daughter of Abmad Shah (W.W, 149), 
Apposnted Avistant War Minister 1932. In September 1938 ofciated ae 
Education Minister in addition to his other duties. Was proclaimed King on the 
8th November, 1993, immediately after his father’s assassination, Quiet and 
‘unassuming with pleasant manners and a fair presence, he bas so far had little 
sage in the government of the country, the real power being wielded by his unclo 
HRA, Hashim Khan (W.W. 337), the Prime Minister. He is keen on shooting, 
tennis, Fiding and. swimming, Up to 1983 he rarely left Kabul; Since 1988 he has 
made a faw excursions into the country for a day or two, bit is usually accorapanied 
by a large number of officials. He spends two or three mouths each year at 
Paghman, the summer capital, to which the Government does not move. His 
birthday is celebrated on the 15th October each year. Has had three sons, 
Muhammad Akbar, born 1983, died 1942; Ahmad Shab, born 1934; Muhammad 
Nadir. born 1041; and two daughters born in 1982 and 1936. He is taking an 
increased interest in affairs, inoluding the development of the army and air force, 
tnd ha bean known to expres a desire to take a more active part in the direction 
of State buiness, 


8; Najibullak Khan (W.W. 4654). Born approximately 1906. Divecior 
General of tho Political Section, Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Related to the 
late Amir Abdul Rahman through bis mother, Educated at the French School, 
Kabul. Speake French fluently and is now able also to converse intelligently in 
English. Has, considerable influence. He appears to enjoy the 
confidence of the Prime Mini: probably closer to the centre of Afghan 
foreign and political affairs than the present Foreign Minister himself (No. 18) 
Ambitious and somewhat conceited but unfailingly courteous. Had the reput 
tion of being strongly anti-British, but, largely as a result of the kindness ai 
courtesy shown to him on his visit to Toda in April 1044, is now extremely 
well disposed towards us. He could be more fairly described as a strong 
Nationalist. Dabbles in cultural matters and is a keen student of literature 
Tf the present régime remains in power is likely to become a most important 
personage. 
67. Obeidullah Ki 


68. Rahimullah Khon (WW. 518)—Tajik Son of Ataullah. Native of 
Kabul. Was head clerk in the Russian section of the Foreign Ministry. Became 
Foreign Agent in Mazar. Afterwards transferred to Moscow as secretary to the 
Afghan Tegation, and later on in the same capacity to Berlin. Appointed 
wabstane in charge ‘Vien Section, Afghan’ Fotcion’ Ofice’ Decembee 1080. 
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Relieved July 1981. In July 1982 transferred to the Home Ministry as 
Director, Posts and Telegraphs. Appointment raised to a Ministry in June 
1985. 

Reported to be efficient and gets on well with Marconi’s representative. in 
Kabul. Stated to be keen ou improvements and modern developments in his 
Department, but is slack and indillerent in carrying out, his duties, His father 
died in 1936. Appointed Minister of Mines November 1939. Relieved of appoint 
‘ment of Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in 1940, and appointed Minister of 
Public Works in addition to Minister of Mines, but this is probably due to the 
help be obtained from German engineers up to 1941, in devel 
cations &e. His attitude towards the British 
Relieved of the appointment of Minister for Publ 
to ill-health, but retained portfolio of the Minis 
pro-German sympathies 


69, Rahmatullah Jan (WW. 519)—Muhammadzai, Eldest son of ex-King 
Amanuilah and Queen Souriya, Born 1922. "Proseaded to, Europe, with King 
i925. Declared heir apparent 1923, Accompanied Amanullah to Chaman an 
Bombay the 23rd May, 1029. Sailed for Italy with ex-King the 22nd Juno, 1929. 
‘Was still with Amannilah in Ttaly 1931, and is believed to be there now (1043), 

Deprived of Afghan uationality in November 1033. 


70. Saiyid Quaim (WW, 548)—Sou of Ahmad Shab Khan, Saiyid of 
Kabul. Proceeded to Peshawar through the Khyber, December 1921, on his way 
to London as messenger from the Foreign Ollice, Married the third daughter 
of the late Mahmud Tarzi. Member of the Afghan ion in London 1924. 
Acted as Chat |' Affaires in 1924 between departure of Abdul Hadi (W,W. 38) 
and arrival of Shaja-ud-Daulsh (W.W. 612). Returned to Kabal May 1925, 
‘and appointed Ui in charge of Russia and Turkestan branch of 
Foreign Ottice to succeed Hafizullah (W.W.327) February 1920, Appointed Afghan 
‘consul-general, Delhi, Ovtober 1920, vies Haji Muhammad Akbar (W,W. 163) 
And left Kabul for Delhi, tho 20:h November, 1990, Awarded Order of Astor, 
January 1927, Appointed Afghan Minister in Rome, 1928, Returned to 
India and left for Constantinople, June 1929, Said’ to bo’ working ns a 

mn Office, Kabul, the 70h January, 1930. Tn Decerbor 1033 
was believed to be with Amanullah in Rome, Speaks excellent English, well 
educated. Used to be friendly to membors of British Legation, Kabul. His sister 
is the wife of W.W. 6864, 


TA. Salah-ud-Din Khan (WW. 593)—Born, about 1808, Son of Mufti 
Siraj-ud-Din of Herat; native of Herat. 

sed to be the editor of Létidad-i-falam  Shuja-nd-Daulah (W.W.012) 

to, Kabul. and gave hit the editoraip of the paper Tijerat 

Commerce). A{terwards bicame, personal diarist to Amanullah, Appointed 
consul in Bomiay 1990. In March 1933 acted as consul, Jeddah, in addition to 
his Bombay duties. Appointed consul-general in India August 1933. Visited 
Dera Tsnail Khan and Peshawar during the autumn of 1983, spreading pro-\ 
ropaganda amongst the Ghilaais. His father, Mufti Siraj-ud-Dins left Delhi 
for Herat in February 1934. Pays periodical visits to Kabul, Maintained one 
Nur Abiad Khan in Lahore as propaganda and publicity agent, Took care to 
maintain his contact and popularity with editors and proprietors of Indian 
vernacular papers. In 1039 returned to Afghanistan. Appointed Controller of 
Broadcasting and Propaganda, November 1499, Appointed Director of Press 
and Publicity in 1040, which poat he atll (194) holds, "Has at varios times 
stated that, when consul and consul-general in India, he was neglected socially 
by British officials at Simla, Delhi and Bombay. Is believed to have attempted 
to introduce news ou the Kabal Radio and in the press with an anti-Britith tone 
Dut the strict consorship maintained by the Afghan Government. prevented 
Patt philonopher avd poo. Bpaaks Baglish lataligiily il. 

Is a philosopher an Speaks English intelligibly but not. very wel 
Was cote reported to be pro-Russian and_pro-Republican. but appears to, be 
trusted by Afghan Government. Has the reputation of entertaining anti-British 
sentiments. 


72. HRA. Shah Mahmud (Makmud Jan) (W.W. 414)—Sardar Muham- 
madzai, Youngest son of Muhammad Yusuf and uncle of King Zahir Shah, 
Hall-brother of W.W. S37 and brother of W.W. 685._ Appointed Sar SarQs, 
ranking as general, in 1917. Commanded the troops on the Peiwar front 1919. 

































































Was in great favour with the Ameer for never having suffered a defeat (he was 
never attacked). Appointed Civil and Military Governor of the Simat-i-Janubi 
(Southern Provinces) September 1919. In Khost February 1920. Arrived in 
Kabul from Gardez December 1920. Was married in Kabul during the same 
month to a step-sister of the Ameer. Keturned to Garder soon after. Shah 
Malmud was in touch with Muliammad Hasan, B.A. at Makin aud Haji Abdur 
Hazaq at Shakin in 1920 and early 1921, and undoabtedly supplied t 
frequent convoys of ammunition, rations and money for distribution to the hostile 
sections of the Wana Wazirs aud Mahsuds. Arrived in Kabl in October 1921, 
accompanied by his family, General Officer Commanding, Badakhshan. and 
Kataghan, from 1922 to 1925. Appointed Governor of Eastern Province April 
1926.” Interviewed Afridis at Jalalabad April 1926, and promised them similar 
treatment to that given by his brother, Nadir Khan. Toured Jalalabad Province 
and interviewed Afridis at Morgha July 1926. Vi 
Mohmand unrest with King November 1926. Interviewed Motmands at 
Jalalabad January 1927; visited Pesh Bolak and 
Shinwaris. Transferred ‘from 4 
second secretary in the Minist 
1920, Commissioned by 
Eastern and Southern Provin 
March 1929. Assistod Nadir Rl his campaign ayoinst Bacha-i-Saqao 
Appointed War Minister by Nadir Shah November 1929. Left Kabul for 
Northern Provinces and in January 1991 was appointed Rais-i-Tanzimich 
(Supreme Civil and Military Administrator) of Northern Afghanistan. Succeeded 
tn ariving Ibrahim Bog acroes the Russian frontier and pacified the country 
sufficiently for hits to be able to return to Kabul in August 1991. Awarded 
the Almar-i-Ala September 1981 and appointed a member of the Majlis-i-Aiyan 
(Couneil of Nobles). Ie suffered from goitre and hoped to take a cure for it 
fn Germany in the autumn of 1932, but his visit to Europe was postponed 
owing to the Dare Khel oatbreak in November 1932. daring which be commanded 
1 force of about two divisions in addition to tribal levies. His saccesa in this 
aMfair was porhape due as mac, fo money a0 fighting, Up to Dessmber 1932 he 
was still engaged in settling affairs in the Southern Province and handing over 
control to Nasrullah (W.W. 460d), the new Governor. Spent the spring and 
umnier of 1933 in the Southern Provines, visiting Kabul on one occasion, “On 
Nadir Shah's murder displayed great presence of mind dealing with the sithation 
in Kabul, Proslaimed Zahir Shah King and swor allegiance to him. Appointed 
Commander-in-chief and Minister of War. Appears to possess considerable 
‘energy and force of character and is believed to be popular with the army. He is 
probably better fitted for the command of irregnlars than of regular troops, having 
ho real military education, He is vain, though at the same time shy and sensitive; 
is fond of sport and! gamen and friendly to members of the British Lagation Ta 
addition to hin military duties, ix in charge of the Southern Province. He is said 
to be jealous of I-RH. Hashim Khan (W.W. 397), his half-brother, and not 
always to agree with him in matters of policy. 

Betrothed his two daughters to the two sons of the late avatullah, brother 
of ex-King Amanullah, December 1935. Sons were bora to him in 1922 1094 
1982, 1036 and 1980, ‘Left for Enrope March 1996 for medical treatment and 
thas since been successfully operated upon for goitre in Nerlin. Visited England, 
France, Ttaly, Germany, Revnsia, Turkey and fran Returned to Kabal December 
1930. ‘Now (1937) said to be taking less interest in his work. Still (1943) War 
Minister. Developed heart trouble in 1943 and was whable to carry out his duties 
for some time, but his health is said to be improving. Was in Garde from April 
to June 1944, where he succeeded in isolating Mazarak (W.W 423) and obtained 
support for the Government of the majority of the tribal leaders.”” 


ind 


(equerry to the King) December 1924, Visited India in May 1995 and aguin in 
{GEesniee 1035, wes he persunded Afuhammmad Umar (W.W. 648) to tera to 
Afghanistan from Hyderabad. Commanded troops Logar during: the Ma 

‘rebellion 1924-25, and for his services was created "* Taj-r-Afghan.””. Left Kabul 
for Paris September 1926, accompanying Afghan students returning from 
vacation. Was with his brother Nadir Khan at Grasse. Left Marseilles. with 


Minister in Vichy. 
74. Sher Agha (see Fasal-i-Umar). 


75. Sher Ahmad Khan (W.W. 395)—Sordar, Muhammadzai, Son of 
Salar Fateh Mohammad Khan, Born 1886,_ Acted ithe appointment of Ishaq, 
Aghassi Nizami (Military Chamberlain) 1917 Appointed Hakim (Governor) of 
‘Andichai 1920. Suspended and arrived Kabul May 1921, Appointed Afghan 
Envoy to Italy 1921, and arrived in Peshawar of the 10th October en route with 
a large party of Afghan students who were proceeding to bo edtcatod in Europe, 
Afghan Minister at Rome during 1922, and was engaged in negotiations for the 
purchase of arms until the summer of 1923, when he returned to Kabul with an 


fen 


sevice 

November 1928, Was given full powers 

ing, led and reamed Roel ee ee 

Filed with Amanullah to India May 1929. _ Retart to K. later and was 

Appointed Privy Councillor by Nadir Shah December 1929. Appointed Ambns- 

jor at Tehran December 1990, A znan of some ability, but indolent and corrupt. 

Said to entertain a profound contempt, and dislike for the Persians, and to be 

very outspoken on the subject Arrived in Kabal the 18th September, 1986, on 

Avieit, Returned Tehran December 1945, Visited Kabul 1984, using i German 

aeroplane. Betrothed bis nophew M: nad Umar to Sulton, fourth sister of 
King Zahir Shah, October 1935. 2 

‘elieved by W.W. 140 n8 Ambarsador at Tehran in April 1987. Appointed 

Minister of State October 1037. Still (1043) Minister of State. 


78. Shuja-nd-Dawlah (WW. 612) of Ghortand—Comes of a Trant-Oxus 
family. Born 1808. Was Clhulam Bacha (page) in 1916, andl was employed 
looking after the Gérman mission in Horat. Appointed Farash Bashi Hazuri 
(Head Chamberlain to the King)-to Amecr Habiballah Khan Januaty 1017 
Appointed Kotwal of Kebul and Amin-i-Asas (chief of police) by Amamullab, 
Commanded 2nd Division in Kabal January 1921. One of the delegates at the 
British-Afghan Conference in Kabal 1921. “Appointed Minister of Security, and 
ap to be a mar of considerable ability. In close confidence of the Ameer. 

ted as Governor of Herat January 1921. Relieved nnd returned to Kabal 
fat the end of 1994. Was deputed to maintain order in the Southern Province 
during the Mangal rebellion (1994). Appointed Minister at London August 
1924, and arrived in London April 1925. Carried through many rifle deals, out of 
which he is belfoved to have made-a considerable fortane. Gave tronble by failing 
to settle dobts due by the Afghan Legation for rent, & Sommoned to Kandahar 
by Amanullah Febranry 1920. Arrived Herat the 98th March, 1929. and assumed 
duties as Governor on behalf of Amanullah. Fled to Meshed on arrival of Abdur 
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Rahim (W.W. 89), Bacha-i-Saqao's nominee, May 1929, Returned to London vis 
‘Tashkent-Moscow, and arrived the 1th duly, 1929. Attempted to disposo of 
Afghan Government property, and on this acount was asked to leave the country. 
in Berlin September 1020. In Moscow November 1920. Acoouspanied Azam 

to Mecea in 1931, returning to Europe via Beirut. Was in Germany in 1933. One 
‘of Amanallah’s inost active supporters. Is believed to be the actual murderer of 
the Inte Ameer Habibullah. Proved hiniself on all eceasions ill-mannered and 
anti-British, Deprived of Afghan nationality November 1983. _ Believed to be in 
pay of the Soviet. His wife is a sister of W.W. 289. In Russia February 1936. 


77, Siddiq Agha Muhammad (Gul Agha) (W.W. 613)—Son of Qaiyum Jan 
jel the Aagrat Sahib of Shor Basar (W.W. 347), and half-brother of 
Fatl-i- Umar (Sher Agha) (W.W. 250), On the death of Qaiyum Jan Agha the 
title was assumed by the eldest son, Sher Agha. On the latter's death in June 
1925 the title was assumed by Muhommad Siddiq Agha, in the absence of hia 
half-brother, Sher Agha, then a political refugee in India. Was arrested, with 
Rasal Jan Agha (WW. 629), for trying to sir up trouble in Khost, September 
TESS ator rolcseod;and in February: 1990 wan, reported lo, have, scoepted 
Bacha-i-Saqao's rule. "In June 1929 was placed under surwillance in Kabul on 
‘count of his intrigues with Sher Agha in the Soathern Province, | Conined 
in the Arq, June 1929, Released, and. joined Nadir Khan on his entry into 
Kabul, Octoler 1929. Appointed Minister to Egypt, and through 
Peshawar, en route, February 1931. Proceeded to Mecea, April 1981, to watch 
Amanullah, In July 1932 visited Kabul on leave, and was received in a friendly 
aanner by the King and the Prime Minister.’ Shor Aghn (W.W. 256) was 
reported to be trying to persuade him to resign, but he returned to Baypt in 
Soptember 1982, "Visited Mecen for the Haj 1983. Appointed Minister, Hejaz, 
in addition to dutics as Minister, Egypt, April 1090. Visited. Mecca’ during 
pilgrimage (1985), but evinced no sympathy for Amanullah. Will in future 
tonide permanently in Hejaz, relinquishing dnties of Minister, Egypt. Still 
(1937) Minister in Hejaz, Reappointed (1130), in addition, Minister to Egypt, 
‘and will reside at Cairo. Visited Kabul in July 1942 Returned to Cairo in 
1042. Expressed anti-British views in connexion with the war situation and 
British attitude towards Egypt in 1962, Still Minister in Cairo (1943). 


78, Sultan Admad Khan (WW. 624)—Son of Colonel Sher Abmad Khan 
(W.W. 600). Assistant to Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450), Ambassador 
At Moscow, August 1920. Head of the Afghan mission to Angora 1921. Arrived 
in Baku, March 1021. Arrived in Angora in April, Addressed a large crowd 
including many prominent Turkish alist Deputies, at the mosque of 
Namazio, Angora, in August 1921. The subject of the address was the nevessity 
for unity throughout the whole Moslem world, in order that the encronchments 
nd intrigues of European Powers might be successfully resisted. Prayers were 
offered for the victory of the Turkish arms, ani Sultan Ahmad Khan 
donation of 2,000 liras to the Red Crescent. ihe Bolshevik Envoy in Kabul 
Raskolnikov, instructed his Government early in September 1921, at the request 
of the Afghan Government, to provide Sultan Ahmad Khan with 40,000 roubles 
in gold, payment to be adjusted in Kabul. Retierned to Kabul, April 1926, and 
‘was appoitited third secretary in Foreign Office. Officinted as first secretary 
during absence of Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450) on Urta Tagai Boundary 
Commission, Appointed second secretary, Foreign Office, June 1926, and. firs: 
secretary, October 1920. Granted title of" Sardar-i-Ala,"” February 1927 
Appointed Ambassador at Tehran, October 1028. Relieved November 1020 and 
returned to Kabul. Appointed to be in charge of State guests Kabul, January 
1930. Went to Turkey as Ambassador, vice the late Ghulam Nabi, in December 
1930, Took, with him as secretary Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243) 
Suspected of pro-Amanullah tendencies, Was on intimate terms with the lle 
Ghulam Nabi, during his visit to Constantinople in December 1931, Visited 
Europe in 1089, and, a Afghan representative, concluded a Treaty of Friendship 
wath Brazil through their Embasey 1999. Appointed as an Afghan delegate tn 
the Disarmament Conference at Geneva in Still (1936) Ambassador in 
August 1935, To be Minister, Egypt, in addition tn 
A conceited, dissolute man, but appears to some ability 
ted King of Afghanistan at the funeral of King ‘V, January 
ited Afghanistan April 1937 and returned to Angora June 1937 
pointed Ambassador at Moscow (1038). Still (1943) Ambassador at Moscow. 
‘During. 1941-42 stated to have shown some concern for his personal safety, and 
to have given depressing accounts of Russian ability to resist the Germans, 
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79 Ulya Hasrot (WW. 646)—Siraj-ul-Khawatin (Her Majesty the Sun 
of the Ladies). Stepsister of Luinab Khushdil Khan, daughter of the late 
Luinab Sherdil Khan, and step-daughter of Ishaq Aghassi Muhammad Sarwar 
Khan, Her name is Sarwar Sultan. Chief wife of Ameer Habibullah and 
mother of ex-King Amanullah Khan (W.W. 183), In 1915 said to be strongly 
in favour of neutrality. Very strong character and dabbled in polities. Said 
to have refused to help Turco-German mission in 1916, In 1917 and 1918 had 
humerous quarrels with Ameer Habiballah owing to her interference in political 
matters, and was eventually said to have been expelled from the Arg. After the 
murder of Habibullah, left for Kabul to negotiate with her son, Amavullah. Is 
believed by many to have been, with Amamullah, the organiser of the plot whi 
resulted in the murder of Habibullah, Was said to have been of Tarsi's pasty, 
and in favour of a treaty of friendship with the British, Has one other son, 
Obeidullah, known as Sher Agha (W.-W. 492), born 1915. Left for Kandahar 
with Queen Souriya, December 1928, and proceeded with energy to raise support 
for the Durrani: Was ‘not on good terms with Queen Souriya, 
Accompanied Amanullah to Bombay. May 1920, Sailed for Italy with 
In Berlin 1030 intriguing against Nadie Khan in 

favour of Obeidullah, ed in Europe 1929-35, mostly at Amanullah's 
residence at Rome, visits Montreux in Switzerland, and Berlin. 
Deprived of Afghin nationality in November 1098. Visited Meow with ex-King 
Amanullab for 1995 pilgrimage. 

Tn Onter 1033 we nf with Obeidallah Khan (W.W. 462) in Ghilam 
Siddig’s (W.W. 309) villa in Bertin, 

‘Still (1943), #0 far as is kno 

80, Yakub Khan (WW. 675 Son_of Mubammad Yusuf 
Khan and brother of Agha Sami (W.W. 555), Born 1880. Was page to Ameer 
Habibullah. Numerous favours were conferred. on bim_ by Amauullah, 
‘Appointed a Musahibsi-Khas (Privy Councillor) in 1920, and Shahgassi Huzuri 

. Created Sardar-i-Ala, January 1927, and appointed Minister of Court. 
Accompanied Amanuilah to Europe 1927-28. Accompanied Amanullah to 
Kandabar, January 1929, and to Bombay, May 1929. Left Bombay, June 1929, 
for Duzdap. Arrived Meshed, August 1029. Returned to Kaba! 1920 
Ordered to be daported for complicity in the Kol-i-Daran revolt 1990, but. was 
detained in Jalalabad and later released. Said to be propaganding in. favont 
of Amanullah Went to Mecca on pilgrimage, April 031: Arrived al Tehran 
with his brother W.W. 855, December 1981, Hae o son, Musa slon, born in 1916, 
and a daughtor, who joined him in Tehran in 1088. Probably atill in Peraia, May 
1935, His proporty in Afghanistan was confiscated in 198%. Deprived of 
Afghan natiooality in November 1983, Family deported from Kabal to Tehran, 
‘August 1935, 

BL Zulfiyar Khan, Muhammait (WW. 007)—Muhammadzai. Of no 
important family. Educated at Habibia College, Kabul, Went to France with 
‘Afghan students to look after them, and became guardian to Hidayatullah Khan 

WW. 243), son of Amanullah Khan. Was recalled to Kabol by Atnazullah 


{Ry moa, Ue. sren ssseplored.. sci, tepsgtich dotted. Boshi dcbap 
(W.W. 337) in the Eastern, Province and became his private seovetary., Went 
to : 


achinar, where he joined Nadir Khan and Shah Wali (W. , 
Counsellor to’ the Afghan Legation in London 1931. Left London for 
Paris, with Shah Wali, in June 1981, Returned to Kabul, September 1931, 

jppointed assistant to the Prime Ministor, A talkative Tittle man, 

speaks English fluently, and is yery friendly towards members of the British 

Legation, Kabul. Visited Labore in January and retutned to Kabul, April 1936, 
‘Appointed Minister at Tokso, 1989. Still (1948) Minister at Tokyo. 
















































































CHAPTER II.—IRAQ. 


(E $984, 4884/03] No. 3. 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden —(Received 4th August) 


(No, 820, Confidential) 

Sir, Bagdad, 3rd August, 14. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 278 Confidentin! of the tst August, 1943, 

T have the honour to transmit herewith my annual report on the heads of foreign 

missions in Traq for 1044 shag ke 


G. H. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. 3. 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions at Bagdad. 
(Passages marked with an asterisk are reproduced from previous reports.) 


Afghanistan: Abdur Rakunan Khan, Minister (21st October, 1941). 

Although an Iraqi mission, headed by a chargé d'affaires, has boon 
entablinhed at Kabul ainco November 1940, T received no warning that it wa» 
Propaed to appoint an Afghan representative to Bagdad, The arrival of Abdur 

Rahman Khan, complete with a secrotary, on the 11th October came as & surprise 
both to my colleagues and myself, The new Minister is said to have rorved as 
‘consol in Bombay and at the Afghan Legation in Paris, but he appears to be 
somowhat ignorant of diplomatic usage. He speaks English. (Written in 1041.) 

*Owing to the Court mourning for the Inte mothor of Hix Majesty Zahir 
Shah, the Ingution has done no entertaining, but Abdur Rabman has turned up 
regularly at diplomatic functions and always seeme to be friendly and anxious 
to pleaso, though hix stock of conversational topics ix small. He appears to have 
‘no work to do beyond aiding the occasional student coming home from Europe 
‘on his way back to Afghanistan. Tle has only one hat, x somewhat battered blue 
Homburg, which has to serve even for funerals. (Written in 1942.) 

"Tho death of the Afghan Crown Prince in November 1942 xerved to keep the 
logation in the background of Bagdad social life for ® further period, Abdur 
Rahman is still to be seen at varions functions, however, and continues to radiate 
friendliness. He his just returned from leave in Palestine and Syria and is loud 
in his praine of the many kindnesses shown to him by prominont British offic 
in those countries. He now has, in addition to the bios Homburg, a rather tired 
ooking Panamé. (Written in i943.) 

‘During 1944 his extremely good-looking: and well-greomed wife has emerged 
ce oF twice from her hitherto steiet purdah, 


Egypt: Mohammed Husni Omar Effendi, Minister (23rd January, 1943), 

Came to Bagdad from the Egyptian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, where he 
was head of the Consolar Department with the rank of chargé d'afiaires. | Hs 
early career was spent in the Ministry, but ho has served at Angora and Rome 
as 0 secretary ond at ‘Tehran as coutieellor. 

He ie u conceited little man, but seems energetic. He is a devotee of “la vie 
Sportive” and is much in evidence at the Alwiyah Clab in company with his 

hurkish and Saudi colleagues. He plays tennis with vigour and dances with 
zeal. He is very ptoud of the fact that while at Angora he won a prize for the 
test tango on the oor. It is possibly on this account that he regards himself as 
Goi’ gift to women. v3 
fe plays his part in the promotion of closer Egypto-Iraqi cultural relations, 
but his style i somewhat cramped by the Trehaviour of the many Egyptian teachors 
here, who make no effort to conceal their contempt for this country, its climate, 
its institutions aud ite inhabjtants. (Written in 1943.) 

His Excellency has had a busy year teaching Mrs. Loy Henderson and other 

attractive Indies to play tennis, 


Persia; M. Mohsen Rais, Minister (28th July, 1943). 
Hie yas consul-general-designate for Delhi, but it was decided ot the last 


moment to transfer him to Bagdad in view of the objections raised to the appoint. 
ment of M. Mehdi Farrokh to the Iraqi capital. 


He was Persian representative to the Vichy Government and latterly held: 
ministerial post for a short time under the Qavam-es-Sultaneh. 

Lhave not yet met him. (Written in 1943.) 

During the past year 1 have got to know the Minister. well. He and his 
wife are nice people, distinct social assets in Bagdad, having travelled extensively 
The Persian Legation is one of the very few places in this shabby capital where 
‘one may count on spending an amusing evening. 


Soudi Arobia: Assa-al-Fagih, Minister (9th May, 1943) “ 

Tn an attempt to improve Saudi-Iraqi relations, King Abdul Aziz decided 
this spring to, put the Bagdad Legation in charge of a Minister. Assad Bey, the 
chargé d'aGaires, was accordingly promoted and presented his letters on the 

Tt cannot be said that relations have shown any signs of improvement 
trary, they seem to have deteriorated. 

‘ssad Bey, who is & smooth Syrian, is friendly and co-operative in such 
‘as jointly affect our two missions. He is perhaps a little too eager to find 
th the Iraqis and not interested enough in sending correct. reports to hiz 
Sorereign or in preventing misunderstandingn He: probably, more ‘concerned 
with feathering bis own nest while he can. In fact, it was recently reported that 
he was using his diplomatic bag for the purpose of smuggling gold to Syriny one 

of his scoretaries is certainly engaged in the traffic. (Written in 1943.) 


tember 1939). 
He and his wife are an 

agreeable couple, 

exaggeration that 

ill-health, whether real or imagined, has not beon without its infh 

orale, and bo has on several oceasions shocked both Iraqis and his colleagues by 

Kiving expression to defeatist views. While be may not bo fundamentally 

fil-disposet), I have not found him a helpful colleague in times when robust 

‘conrage and cheerful confidence are qualities to be desived in the representatives 

of countries having close relations with ourselves. Nevertheless, he and his wife 

‘are at times friendly. (Written in 1940. 

*Until the Rashid Ali rebellion he is reported to have made tome fecble 
attempts to dissuade the pro-German politicians from taking the courve they bad 
planned When the final break came he busied himself feverishly, in efforts to 
Teconcile the two parties to each other and so stave off an armed conflict. He and 
hhis wife still sufler from perpetual fear and ill-health, Two months after the 
collapse of the rebellion be hurried back to Turkey on sick leave, and has not sinen 
returned to Bagdad. (Written in 1941,) 

"AML Ustin returned to Bagdad in late 1941 with a new phobia—Russ 
He made every effort to enlist the sympathy of leading Iraqis, the Persian Char 
d’Affaires and even the late United States Minister in regard to the Russian 
anger, if Germany should te defeated He suggested: that the Russian zone 
in Persia should be taken over by the British. His views were not well received 

erally, atid the Iraqi Prime Minister at one time talked of getting him removed, 

it soundings taken at Angora did not evoke » favourable response. 

Hie has been very basy personally supervising the onward despatch of goods 
passing through Iraq in transit to Turkey, even to the extent of hagnting the 
Failway goods yard, which has tended to keep him out of mischief, (Written 
in 1942 

Relations with M. Ostia have teen somewhat complicated nt times during 
the last year owing to a number of unfortunate incidents at the Syro-Traqt 
Frostier involving the wearch of Turkish diplomats and other travellers by the 
F's. S nuiborites, AE. Gsttn was himself questioned about hie baggage in 
November last and appears to have behaved very childishly. 

Tt was recently rumoured that he had been appointed to Tokyo, but refused 
to go bacause Tokyo wonld soon, become a war This, if true, at least 
indicates M. Ostiin's growing eotifidence in our ability to earry the war into the 
enemy's territory. (Written in 1943.) 

‘The Ostiins are still here. 


United States of America: Mr. Loy W. Henderson, Minister. 

Bor 1802. Entered Foreign Service 1052. Has occupied the following 
posts; Viee-Consul, Dublin, 1993-24, Vice-Consul, Queenstown, State Depart- 
Inent Division of European Affairs. 1934-98, Third Secretary at Riga, Kovno, 
Tallinn, Moscow (acting as chargé d'affaires in the absence of Mr. Davies). 
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1995-43, State Department, Assistant Chief ‘of European Affairs Department 
Accompanied Mr. Winston Churchill's party on its trip to Russia for the Stalin 
Conference in 1942. Appointed Bagdad 24th June, 1943. Presented his 
Credentials 20h: November, 1943 

Has travelled extensively in Iraq since his appointment. Ts very energetic 
Pleasant and friendly to deal with, but chafes a bit at what he considers his 
bndly junior position here in contrast to Si Kinahan Cormwalls, | Would like 
to be promoted Ambassador. Is married to an attractive but highly indisoreet 
Latvian lady who, while charming socially, is inclined to be ant 
are rabidly bostile to the Soviet. 


Representatives Aceredited to Iraq but Resident elsewhere 


Belgium: M. Egbert Graeile, Minister (27th April, 1933). 

"Ho is also Belgian Minister at Tehran, where he resides, 

He pays periodical visits to Bagdad and always shows a keen desire to 
‘co-operate closely with this embassy. (Written in 1941.) 

*M, Grocffo visited Bagdad this spring. I find him as hearty and keen 
seve. (Weitten ip 104) . 

M. Graoffe performed his annual pilgrimage to Traq in April. His ca 
for clling tall stories scems to be unimpaired. He hax the castoma' 
appreciation of the many: politico-military errors invariably committed by the 
Anglo-Saxons in moments of crisis... (Written, in 1943.) 

Miness prevented M. Graefle from visiting Bagdad this spring 


China: Me, Li Tich-tseng, Minister, 
Alo Minister at Teliran, whero he resides, 
Prosonted credentials on the Sth April, 1044 
Outline of career as given by Teliran, ix ax follows: Ho. was born in 1005 
and started his oificial career as.a district magistrate in Nanhsien, Since 1931 
hho has beon in the diplomatic wrvice and hax served in London for four years 
during which period he acted as secretary to the Chinese delegation to the World 
Keanomie Conferences, and was alto weretary to the Chinese delegation to the 
League Assembly in 1934-and 1035. He waa a member of the Chinese del 
in tho abortive negotiations for an immigration agreement in Burma in 1 
Chargé d'Afniros ad interim Mr. Yu Houosoei, second secretary. Polish 
wife, Aminblo, ineffective. speaks good. French and’ some English. Rather 
pathetic couple. 


Covehoslorakias Me, Joaef M, Kadlec, + (11th April, 1944), 

Acoredited also at ‘Tehran, where he resides 

‘The Czechoslovak Legation in Bagdad had been closed since 1941 
Mr, Kudlee was formerly Czechoslovak Consul-General at Jerusalem and was 
appointed consnl-general at Bagdad in 4041 


Denmark: Dr.M. A. BC. Fensmark, Chargé d’Afiaires (17th June, 1939. 

"Resides at Tehran, He struck me asa good and typically friendly Danish 
type. He ix married. (Written in 1989.) 

*In February, the Lraqi Government received a communication from the 
Danish Government stating that Dr. Fensmark was no longer beld to be their 
Feprescutative and that: now minister would be appointed. The Iraqi Govern- 
‘mont were at first inclined to, withdraw their recognition of Dr. Eensmark, but, 
as the result of my. representations, finally agreed to maintain their former 
attitude towards him, Dr, Fensmark visited Bagdad in April on his way to Syria 
‘and the Lebanoa. He is undeniably pro-Allied in outlook, but he is rather tire- 
some to have to deal with. He talks wood English, but he talks it too much. He 
is very gallant, (Written in 1042) 

i. Fensmark bas fortunately not been to Bagdad this year, (Written in 


1943, 
as only paid a fleeting visit to Bagdad this year. 


Netherlands: Dr. P-L. G, Visser, Minister (7th August, 1941), 

*Ho is Netherlands Minister at Angora, where he resides. He stayed only a 
‘week in Bagdad for the purpose of presenting bis credentials, and gave me to 
understand that he would not often visit this capital. He is a friendly man and 
¢reated a most fayourable impression both in British and Iraqi circles” (Written 
in 1941) 


95 


*Dr. Visser visited Bagdad this spring. He further increased his popularity 
by a lecture he gave at the British Institute on his mountaineering exploits in t 
Karakorams. His wife, who accompanied him on this visit, did not create such 
a good impression, and many people were tempted to label her as pro-German, 
it 1942) 
corre has not visited Bagdad chix year ite sir does not seem to appeal to 
cither M. or his lady. (Written in 1943) 
sane ad Mine Visser visited Bagdad in the autumn of last year. They were 
as.usual very friendly. 


Poland: M. Jan Karsan Siedlewski, Minister (27th March, 1930). 
Tie is lao Minister at ‘Tehran and Kabul and rides ai ebrans 
* sited Bagdad occasionally during the past yenr. He seems to 
be ne ne ee aad diy, bot weak and gullible. He makes no attempt 
to look after his nationals, and the greater part of his work in this connexion, 
therefore, falls on this embassy, (Written in 1941.) si he 
“ME. Heuryk. Malbomme arrived early this year to be counsellor to th 
legation, with residence in Bagdad, He has served in the Polish Forcign Office 
er in yan, A friendly individnal who talks French and some English, He 
is active on tebalf of his compatriots who are at present passing through this 
country on their way from Russia, He likes to “drop in for a chat” wit 
tembos of my sat but rarely appears to have anything interesting to s1y: 
(Written in 1982.) patina ss 
fathomme has had a bosy year Largely duc to his initiative, the Polish 
foxes in tts euntey singed ster of ener ad varny abowe in Bagdad 
during the winter months and M. Malhomme did all he could to popularise his 
‘ol teo popular countrymen. ‘The entertainment, provided was, welcome, 0 
British and Traqis alike until the novelty wore off, ‘The late General Sikorsht's 
visit alo threw the spotlight on ML Mathomme for w Uriel space fe ip 
joys being i rablio eye. He ix energetic but so full of complaints ax to, 
Poirier hat Yond of the bottle and rabidly anti-Russian, (Written 
aoe) sad ling been an independent. post since Inst year without. « Minister. 
M. Malhomme is chargé d'affaires (not ad interim), 


ieedden : larald Pousette, Chargé d’ Affaires (3rd December, 1941 
See Mie wn, Heidenuian was ‘eailed in Dosomber last ad eli the 
ation at Fehran in the charge of ML. Pousete, who was formerly counsellor 
wk Swedish Legation ia London, He bas not been here. (Written in 1042) 
ML. Pousette hax still not visited Bagdad, (Written in 1943.) 
‘We have still to welcome M. Pousette. 


see Mgr. Gi ghe d’Ardoye. Apostolic te 
a Bee one cng et tcl Resgaieed by the Iraq Government 
asa member of the Diplomatic Corps, he is invited to, and attends, all diplomatic 
fonctions. He has served for years in the Far East and travelled extensively in 


ed preeeooe and a twinkle 


diplomatic status. 
cyphers and bags 
reconsideration of 


Tistened without 
Admittedly, 
Cie ae oe 4’ Ardoye continues to twinkle pleasantly in the social firma: 


ment of Bagdad. 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Eden.—(Received 30th August.) 

(No. 382) a a 
Sir, Bagdad, V4th August, 1984. 

T HAVE the honour to submit, with reference to Sir Kinahan Cornwallis’s 
despatch No. 225 of the Sth June, a'further account of recent events in Iraq. 

2. The new Prime Minister, Hamdi Pachachi, made a short statement in the 
Chamber on the Government's policy on the 18th June. He ssid that he and his 
colleagues had set themselves three principal tasks, namely— 


(2) to improve the control and distribution of supplies; 

(0) to take all necessary measures to establish normal security and order 
throughont the country ; and 

(©) to improve the efficiency and probity of Government officials. 


A few days later his Excellency reaffirmed this policy in| the Senate and,’ 
ition, he apoke about the Kurdish situation, . He declared that the new 
Cabinet upheld the decision taken by their predecessors concerning Mulla Mustafa 
“Barzani and intended to carry out an extensive programme of development atid 
construction in the northern areas, ‘There was, he maintained, no truth in the 
allegations that the Government would do nothing for the Kurds On the cof 
trary, the Administration wished to serve all Iraqis equally without discrimina- 
din partieular to bring happiness and contentment to their Kurdish 


4. So far the Government have made no very striking Drogen the accom 
plishment of any of the three tasks which they ret themselves, "Eh is wot because 
they aro nok trying. bul because of the nature of the dificulties which lie ta their 
path and tweaiive they had very littl in the way of plans ‘whet they took fice 

‘hey knew, rather vaguely, what they wished to achieve, but had not thought out 
how to go about it 

5, ‘The formation of Hamdi Pachachi's Cabinet was the ‘signal for a stream 
of telegrams from many Kurdish notables, reminding the Prime Minister of the 
repreeentations which bad been put forward frum the Kurdish districts in May 
and calling upon the new Government to complete the reforms and works coritens, 
Plated by. their predecewors, Mulla Mustafa joined in the chorus and disturbed 
‘minintors by the somewhat menacidg tone of hi mesage. The advice which the 
ambassador had given to the Government from the beginning was that they 
should xo ahead uickly with useful public works inthe Rardish districts 
generally and thereby give tangible evidence of their desire to moet the Kurdish 
complaints of =e which were the main canse of the vilar sympathy and 
support enjoyed hy Mulla Mustafa Once this had eh Mastafa’ 
would be undermined and it would be easier to. deal with hi 
‘More reasonable ait Tesa exalted frame of mind 
6, 'Sir Kinahan Corvallis repeated this advice when the Miniter of the 

Interior consulted him about Malla Mustafa's message. nd atthe former's requeet 
(and that of the Minister for Foreign Affairs) he again sent word to the Atulla 
through dhe ating politic adver sn she north warning him hat he should keep 
wet and ot nde polit, 

On the 12th July, by which date the ambassador had procesded on Teaves 
the Regent diveussed the Barzani situation with me. His I Highness put 
forward. the Proposal that the acting political adviser of northern, sea 
(Major Kinch) should make ove of his routine tours of the Barzan and ajecent 

intrcts and while doing this visit Mulla Mustafa, In the hope of perasadiee eg 
to disperse his armed bands and to hand in more of the rifle eaptared during the 
operations of last auturan, it being understood that in return for this gesture the 
sa at Faenlyey be wit pan 
8, Major Kinch (the scting political adviser), when consulted oa this plan, 
audvined that the troops at Bille should be withdrawn. without any. neetions 
ire being required from Mulla Mustafa, in the belief that if this were done 
the Mulla would of his own accord become more co-operativ 
9. | I did not wish, however, to adopt too negative an attitude towards the 
Regent's appeal for help by seeking to Insist on such a condition and so after 
further talks with ministers and others. I agreed, at the joint request of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Minister of the Intene, tects is 
Acting pital advise to proced without more judo on the proposed tour to 
‘acquaint himself with the situation and, in particular, fo repo iets 
relations between the Barzanis and the local bifcais: —— ee 


\o--Major Kinch arrived in the area towards the end of July, the Tragi 
Government having in-the meanwhile suddenly docided for military and health 
reasons to withdraw their troops from Bille. He found Mulla Mustafa in a more 
than usually-traculent mood and all the local Iraqi officials and police in a state of 
nervoumess bordering on panic. He found aio that an alliance tad, been 
i tween the Barzanis and their s! 
Selgin the Zitart and that Maile Mosca and hie brother, Shaikh Alvoed 


send Taufiq Wahabi on a tour of the northern liwas to try to convince all and 
Sundry that the Government genuinely desire to retvedy Iogitimate Kurdish 
Grivvinces ng far as possible. have lot no opportunity Lo impress on ministers 
the wisdom of a waiting policy. While agreeing with the request. of the Acting 
Prime Minister that the political advisory staff and the area liaison officers in 
the affected districts should make it clear to all ai + bal en this fos < 
no sympathy for any who sought, to stir up trouble in Kurdistan, T have alo 
fplasieed in my talks with minialers (bat asither Taf Wahabi noe anyone 
else is likely to be able to influence Kurdi nion very deoply tinless he can point. 
to things which the Government are actually doing to implement their many 
promises. I have recommended, too, that the Adininistration should seek to reach 
some informal agreement with Shaikh Ahmed of Barzan under which it would 

je peace and, furthermore, that they should lose tio 
‘oppor ‘of supporting with money and arms tribal chieftains not so far allied 
with Mulla Mustai latter, whose outlook at the moment may be cotipared 
with that of Hitler after Munich, is not interested in the politico-economic welfare 
Of the Kurds, nor does he care about hospitals or schools. ‘The rant in'a bandit, 
chieftain, and all be wants is freedom to live feudally in leadership over his wrmied 
followers while levying the cowed and the defenceless 

12. From Sulaimani it is reported that chieftains epreauting large 
number of Southern Kurdish tribes recently met there to draw up a list of demande 
to be presented to the Government. Their petition has not yet reached Bagdad, 
but their action is a symptom of the continued disaffection of the Kurds, 

13. The Regent prorogued Parliament on the 28th June. In spite of having 
been in session for over six months the legislature accomplished rolatively little. 
Twenty-two las were passa, bat of thes only four were of importante: the 
Law Creating the Ministry of Supply, the Loan Law, the Budget for 1044-46 and 

W. 


of 
‘The Railways Capital Works La 

14. Towards the end of Juné the Traqii Government received an invitation 
{com Nabas Pasha to send a representative to a Preparatory Committeo, which 
the Egyptian Prime Minister proposed should meet in Alexandria at the end of 
aly ot the Leginning of Angus to, prepare the way. for. the summonin 


General Conference ob Arab Unity. i Pritie Minister and th ter 
for Foreign Affairs both discussed this invitation with the ambussador before his 
departure on leave, and both agreed chat the proper course for the Committee 
to take concerning Palestine was to pass a resolution postponing consideration 
of the future statns of the country until after the war. As regards Arab unity 
the Prime Minister, who is a but sincere nationalist, took the view 
that it was important that the Arab States should lose no time in coming to an 
agreement which would ensure a common foreign policy and also improve their 
cultural and other relations, z 
conga. Early in duly the Traqi Government notified Nahas Pasha of their 
acceptance of his invitation and informed him that the Iraqi delegates, wold 
be Nari Pasha and Ata Amin (the Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign 
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Affairs). Only a few days later, however, Nahas Pasba sent’ telegram to say 
that, as replies had not been received from all the Arab countries invited to attend 
the Breparatory Committe, be proposed thatthe meeting shouldbe put off until 
after the month of Ramadhan, ‘The Iraqi Government agreed to this proposal 
and the committee ig not now expected to meet before the 25th September. 

16. The Iraqi Minister for Foreign Affairs does not himself think that the 
Arab countries are capable of political unity. He points to the many States into 
which the Arabs have been divided throughout their history and maintains that 
nobody Fs es Sep e could unite them, Nevertheless, the subject is 
exciting the minds of his colleagues to an increasing extent, and T expect we will 
hear mith about it during coming months . Ee 

of the Republican party of the United States adopted 

ait Chicago at the end of June, calling for the opening of unrestricted Jewish 
immigration and land ownership in Palestine and stating that His Majesty's 
Government had not carried oat the provisions of the Balfour Declaration or the 
Mandate for Palestine, was censored in all news agency telegrams received in Iraq, 
‘The tulegrams were, however, seen by ministers and many others, and the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs informed the ambassador that he was perturbed by this 
resolution, He stressed that, though Arab friendship for Great Britain’ wax 
stronger and tnore sincore than it had ever been before, it could not be expected 
to survivo the loss of Palestine. Towards the end of July the Minister for Foreign 
Palestine resolution of 


in paengragh 11 above, ‘General Renton, the newly 
‘appointed head of the British Military Mission, has prepared a plan for the 
draatio reorganisation of the Tragi army. Briefly, he recommends the redaction 


Of the strength of the army from four divisions to two divisions and one trainin 
division, and the placing on pension of a considerable number of elderly out-of- 
date and nacless senior officers, together with the “axing” of a number of 
inefficient oF superfluous officers of more janior rank and permanent-staff n.cos. 
‘The Regent gave the plan his blessing, but the senior officers themselves 
naturally resisted and were supported by the Minister of Defence, Tahsin Ali. 
Heated discussions in the Cabinet on this subject on the 2nd August ended in 
the resignation of the Minister of Defence, but, after reference to the Regent 
(who was away in his summer villa north of Mosnl), the crisis was solved 
{iuernal Cabinet changes: Tahsin Ali went from Defence to Communications 
Works, Abdul Amir al Uzri went from Communications and Works to Supply 
and Salih dabr became Acting Minister of Defence, in addition to being Minister 
Gf Finance and Acting Prime Minister (in the absence on leave of 
Hadi Pachachi), 1 gathor that Salih Jabr hopes that, so soon as be has 
finished the unpopular work of Fidding the army of a large wunler of oficere 
nd other ranks, it will be possible to finda new Minister for Defence. First 

bic reactions. to. the policy of sation seem generally to have been 
rivourable and it may be hoped that the better prospects now opeuing before 
any officers whose promotion has been delayed by the bottleneck at the top of 
the seniority list may improve the morale of the officer corps. 

10. ‘The budgetary estimates which were dealt with in paragraph 7 of 
‘Sir Kinahan Cornwallis’s despatch under reference were finally approved by 
the Senate an the 25th Funo—with very slight modifcatione—after one Senator 
had pointed out that the late Government had sought to cover up a deficit of 
S million dinars by amalgamating the Capital Works with the General Budget, 
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and by including in-the estimates the receipts from the supply, administration 
Gat Pip 2 1B od) snd the procesds of the sales of Slate anda 

20," The ‘Tragh Govertment sent a. stcoug, delegation 10 the International 
Movetary Conference held in the United States at the beginning of July. This 
tras composed of Thrahim Kowal, a Seuaior and former Minister of Finance; 
Mr. Swan, the British Adviser to the Ministry of Fioanve, and Mp Loombe, 
Secretary of the Exchange Control Committee. Iraq's cmtribation to the funds 
Of the World Bank is to be.8 million dollars, according to newspapet roports, 

"21. The Eastern Bank wae instructed to suspend sales of gold on account 
of His Majesty's Governmeat-on the 10th lane, largely. owing. 10. the heavy 
sales effected in Syria. ‘The total stocks held in Bagdad, amounting to roughly 
Tall a milli sterling, were sent to Tebrost by air on the 7th August ot Treasury 
instructions. ‘The auti-inflationary effect of this experiment has been. negligible 


fovernment’s cash eredit balance on. the 90th July, stood! at 
i ; ‘mount of currency ‘it cizealation at the end of 
tie month. was 1-D. 41,305 531 (notes $9,574,780). 

28. There is no progress to record in the matter of the flotation of internal 
Joans, that entirely novel departure in the realm of Lmgi State finance, ene of the 
Gificulties at all events being connected with the procurement. of the bonds 
et The A F ded His Mi Ambassador dh 

34 The Minister of Finance approached His Majosty's Ambassador durin 
Fen ete tonal of Les sampios barley witch Sal abr wxsqwed 
nt 350,000 tone. He indicated a prige of 1-D, 18 at collecting centres, which he 
‘was told-was altogether too. high, being LD. 2 to 3 higher than the price at 
Which the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation had elected recant purelaren 
of 46/48,000 tons, and only 1-D.2/500 lower than the inflated price at which 
231,000 tons were bought last year. By'n telogram from the Foreign, Office dated 
the Sth July Iwas surprised and disconcerted 10 Jearn. that His Ma 
Government were not thon ita position to dircum the details of a definite contract 
for the 1044 crop surplus seeing that, contrary to all.expectations, there was no 
itumediate market in the Middle. East for any furthor large quantity of 
adulteranta, neither could anymore be accepted for stock piles (the WK.C.C.'s 
local stocks having remained fairly constant at rovghly 50,000.tota).. Since then 
there has beeo a great deal of correspondence ot. this thorny abject. in which 
T have felt obliged strongly to ropremnt the extremely sorious situation which 
is hound to arise in the held of local economicy, with inevitable political reper: 
cussions, were His Majesty's Goverument not lo buy the gieat bulk. of the 
exportable surplus. In the present exceptional circumstances there is no other 
otlet for thit crop, apart from the fact that ever since 1941. it has teen 
consistently impressed upon the Lraqia that, their main contribution ta, the 
‘war effort was the production of cereals. While consultations have been actively 
proceeding between Bagdad, Cairo and London, J have also, been engage in 
Humerons conferences with ministers, whose ideas on price have in the provost 
hecome more realistic. “The whole question, which if mishandled would certainly 
react dangerously on Anglo-Iraqi relations, bas been causing me the, greatest 
Anxiety at the very hoitest and most trying period of the year, Happily at the 
time of writing there is prospect of His Majesty's Goverument, reaching an early 
decision on their policy. : 

‘35. Supply problems in general haye been giving this embassy much concern, 
ot only beottee of the paucity of stocks available for distribution—cotton piece 
foods 40. particnlar—but because the catastrophic failure of the all-embracing 
Efntrol policy of Colonel Bayliss, the Director-General of Imports, and his sri 
Ol violeht disagreements with Arshad al Umari, Acting Minister of Supply in 
the new Gevertinent, finally led to the former's summary dismissal. This develop- 
nent, quite apart fram ite bearing on British prestige in this conntry, has 
Taturally been hailed with glee by those forces who look to a policy of desontrol 
nd wild speculation for opportunities of enrichment. Actually the Government's 
policy seems to be to maintain the prices of eseentials at a low level and to inter- 
Wept the profits made on luxnry oF semi-loxury articles, maintaining the prices 
Seach articles at a sufficiently high (controlled) level. to discourage smuggling 
Sht of the country. ‘The mechanism is anfortunately lacking and here again a 
Sttious situation 1s likely to ocenr if a competent successor to Colonel Bayliss, 
Sine by an adequate staf, dos ant matritne in the ery near fou. Mean 
While, Colonel Le Blanc, Director-General of Transport, is temporarily occupying 
The chair vacated by Colonel Bayliss. The former ix quietly reorganising this 
Hepartment and applying much-needed diecipline among the British sta of 
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“‘controllers,"" at least one of whots has bee abruptly recalled to his military 
duties, I confess to being delighted over the exit of Colonel Bayliss, who 
throughout was a sore trial to this embassy. I bave never known a clever man 
behave with such crass stupidity, nor create more trouble without canse. 

26. The Mosul Liwa continues to be the seat of a number of tribal problems. 
The Marui-Brifkani trouble started by the abduction of Nuri Brifkani's 
daughter by the son of Haji Malo (Mara) i still unsettled, and Satd, son of N 
Brifkani, who murdered Haji Malo, remains at large: Ali Agha, son of Hi 
Malo, was however persuaded to come into Mosul towards the end of Jusie and 
the authorities continue their efforts to patch up the feud. On the 3rd June 
Shaikh Sufaq, the leading Shaikh of the Shamar in Iraq, was badly poisaned by 
Arsenio pat in hig food. Fortunately the dose was too big toe fatal and wedical 
‘attention restored hit to health after « week or so in bed. ‘The police arrest 
several of the Shaikh’s near relations, including Ahmed his younger brother, wil 
whom Sufug has had w grave quarrel about the baring of their late father's 

roperty. ‘These men were, however, son released and the case now stn to have 
ven, dro} 

'27, "Sheep raiding has, as usual, broken out on the ‘Turkish frontier in the 
Barwari Bala district and seems likely to increase unless better co-operation ean 
bo arranged between the Turkish and fraqi frontier authorities 

28, "In June and July the Mutasarrif of Mosul spent twenty days at 
Doit-ez-Zor attending a tribal conference organised to settle outstanding disputes 
between several Syrian and Iraqi nomadic tribes of the northern Jezirah. The 
results achioved were seenerally considered to be satisfactory, and the Mutasarrif's 
contribution to the discussions was, I am advised, competent and effective. 

29. A clerk employed in the Ministry of Defence was arrested in June for 
supplying information about the Allied forces in Iraq to an Iraqi student in 
Tatanbal, who is known to be in the employ of the German Intelligence Service. 
His house wan searched and on being confronted with seoret ink and other 
incriminating evidence found there, he made a full confession. Some weeks 
later an officer of the Turkish army was arrested, together with a confederate, 
for supplying military information about Iraq to's receiving contre in Turkey 
The evidence against them was overwhelming and they confessed their guilt 
‘They remain under detention, presumably awaiting trial 

80, About the 14th Juno, fifty-one persons were arrested in Basra, Amara 
and Diwaniyah for being active members of secret societies formed by supporters 
of Rashid All to carny on pro\German and anti-British propaganda 
the arrested men admitted that, in addition to propaganda, be had com 
many thefts of British military stores and minor acts of sabotage. ‘The arrested! 
‘men are mainly jonior ranks in the Traqi army, snbordinate officials, small shop- 
Kowpers, artisans and the like. No doobt they will be tried in due course, 

31. The Minister of the Interior is thinking of releasing some more of the 
men interned at Amara, and I recently found it necessary to complain to the Regent 
{who agreed) that thres of his sections were deplorable. hate are few men left 
now who have not thoroaghly bad records and for that reason it is fortunate that 
the Reyent. has so far given a cool reception to Mustafa al Umari’s suggestions. 

32, The trial of the internees returned from Rhodesin drags on without 
resilt aiid seems unlikely to reach conclusion for several months, 

53, 1 am, ending copies of this depaich to His Majesty's representatives 
at ‘Tehran and Beirut, His Majesty's High Commissioner for Palestine and 
‘Transjordan, the Minister Resident in the Middle East. at 
ment of India, the Political Intelligence Centre in the Midd) 

Majesty's consular officers in Traq 
T have, 


G. H. THOMPSON, 
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CHAPTER Ill.—PERSIA. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 
No. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Receieed 6th July) 
No. 269, 
Gree Tedron 3th dune, 144 
I HAVE the honour to address you as follows on (I) the revenue and 
expenditure of the Persian Government for the year 1522 in 21st, March, 1043, 
to the 20th March, 1944), which are covered in the enclosed copy of the report(') 
of the Administrator-General of the Finances of Persia, De, Millspaugh, for the 
month of Farvardin 1323 (the 2ist March to the 20th-April, 1044) and for the 
year 1822; and (11) the budget for the year 1323 (beginning on the 21st March, 
1944), which bas recently been presented to the Majlis, 


Revenue and Expenditure for 1322. 


2 The report of Dr. Millsy zh, which may, well be his last, follows on 
that Tor dhe meth of Eatand (the ist Kebruary to the 20th March, 1044), which 
was summarised in my despatch No, 249 of the Lth Jane, Tt'is, he stator, 
Wahsrately bret and! dherefore, iu general terms owing to the tack of full 
printing facilities, It gives, however, ‘cool and balanced account of the financial 
Bhd economic position in Persia ax it existed when Dr, Millapaugh arrived in 
the country for the second time; of the lithea as wh dhe ond aa iain. io 

enced in carrying out the task for which they wore engaged; and of the 
coberale extent to which these difficulties have bean surmounted in. the Tast 
fifteen months. 

The following figures, taken from the report, sbow the out-turn of the 
financial year 1922. That for 1321 and the original budget extimate for 1822 are 

iven for a 1800 So 
given for compar os - i 


Adtual, Actual, Estimate, 
1381 1822. 1828. 
Millon Winks 
‘Ordinary expenditure 2,603 3 2 
Onlinary revenue 1800 


Deficit 

Commercial expenditure 

Commercial reventie 207 
Deficit... - 3 

Total expenditure 7.803 

Total roremoe 62 
Deficit ceed. 172 


Details of the figures given in columns (1) and (2) ate not yet available. 

4. Te is to be noted that, over the ordinary and commercial budgets taken 

as a whole, the deficit for the 1222 is very, much as originally estimated, even 
‘some 340 million rials were Jater to the expenditure side of the 
salaries for Government servants. Owing 


ordinary badget to provide 
to an under-estimate of revenue and to the transfer of certain sums from the 
fonmerial othe ordinary budget, the daft an this budget as ‘been considerably 


imated. On hand, the commercial budget has turned out 
eae a) the. necessity for sabvidising food-atafs, and (8) the 
incompetent administration of the industrial undertakings operated by. the 
Government. It was, however, recgnised_ a the tine the ‘commercial estimates 
red that they were hardly more than conjectural, | The Governmen 
Tndustrial plants, says” the ae te edit pienanaeed 
Jh's proposals for their reorganisation were is 
ae aa Bahaan 1822, covered by my despatch No. 317 of the 18th May: 


(1 Not pinta 
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5. Tt has to be added that the figures given in th 

are sill not final. "There ja aatiprewnt no governmtal aadit'aatser? aot ne 
Appropriation accounts have been published within memory. ‘There is said to be 
4°" Persian Accounts Tribunal " constituted for the preparation of such account, 
but it is not known ever to have fanctioned. 7 


T1—Budget for 1923. 
6 ‘The budget for 1923, as presented to the Majlis, is as follows :— 


Ontnary budget ‘tate 
Expenditure 
Revenue 


Deficit 


Commercial bndget — 
Expendit 
Revenve 


Surplus ¥ 

‘The overall siirplun ix 470,501 rinks 

7, As from the beginning of this year reveriue and expe ulor the 
tobacco monopolies are transferred from the commercial 0 the 

wry budget. ‘The figures for both taken together are 


Estimate, 
1888. ‘ass. 
Million Rialx. 
Revenue: 1,051 1425 
Expenditure | 258 350 


extent of 1,770 million. ‘The principal cats made have been $32 milli 

the Army catimates, 682 million’ from the eetimates for the. Gendarmerie and 
77 million from those for the Police: the figures having been brought down to 
the 1522 estimates of 1,000, 208 and 187 million respectively. Tt remains to be 
seen how far these cuts will survive the deliberations of the Majlix. Other 
reductions made in the departmental estimates are 45 tillion on the vole for 
the Ministry of Health, 108 on that for Education, 40 on that for Agricalture 
and 250 on the vote for Government Buildings. On each of these four votes, 
however, increases have been allowed on the estimates for 1822 of 40 (improved 
sanitation and mobile dispensaries), 50 (provision of new schools), 23 and 
50 million respectively. ‘There are ilso increases in expenditure on the opium 
and tobacco monopolies, which are more than offset by increased revenue (see 
paragraph 7 abore), of 49 million for staf required to administer the income tax 
regulations and of 64 million for communications. ‘There is the novel provision 
in the Budget Bill that "’ the payment of cost-of-living allowances to officials is 
dependent on the economies provided for in the estimates of each Ministry hein, 
faithfully carved out” 

| As stated in paragraph 6, the commercial badget shows a stight surph 

ot 612 milion with retenue eaiuauod at 6307 million and eapenditure at S563, 


8 


This compares as follows with the figures for’ 1822, the first. year in which thy 
Separation into the ordinary and commercial budgets was made -— 
1382, 
Estimated. 
Revenue : 5,795 
Expenditure eer) 


Deficit 101 


11, ‘The figures as betwee 1822 and 1829 require, as stated earlier, certain 
sadjostments owing 10 the transfor of the pars ‘and tobacco monopolies t0 the 
fary budget; but the lange discrepancy between the estimated and actual 

992 shows the extreme difficulty experienced by the Financial Mission 


figures for 1 
lastria} undertakings of the 


in forecasting the outcome of the tradi 
Government, 

12. In the commercial budget for 1323 Dr. Millspaugh has had in mina 
(@) price stabilisation and the governmental purchase and improved distribution 
Of food-stufis and other goods on a large scale, with a view to reducing prices, and 
{incidentally 1m duc cours relieving the budget itself, and (b) the Wransfor to 
Private enterprise of those undertakings which are not proper to Government 
fontrol and the competent management of the remainder. Dr. Millspaugh's 
resignation (given after long provocation, and assumed in the writing of thix 

match ta be final) will not only probably have the eflect that his commer 
Tudget for 182% hecotes so much waxte paper (anless it should vo happen th 
he in adequately replaced), but will reanft in a maladministration whieh snakes 
it impomible at the present stage to forecast the course of the budget for 1 
asa whole, 

13. In the meantime, the Majlis has. transfererd the budget to its 
Budgetary Commiraion for consideration, ‘The conitnission have, it is understood 
wo far refused to approve it on the ground that the dotailed eximates for 
Goverubent Departments in the badget for the year 1322 have not heen approved 


by them. 
14__ The following appendices(’) are attached to this dexpateh i= 
(A) Ordinary budget, Katimated revonie for 1822 and 1828 
{B) Ordinary budget, Estimated expenditure: for 1822 and 13123 
(C) Commersial Wide” Vatnintedrovenoe for 1322 au 1823 
{D) Commercial budget. Rstimated expenditure for 1322 and 1323. 
15, A copy of this despatch bas been sent to the Government of Tidia, to 
His Majesty's Minister Resident in the Middle Fast, to His Majesty's 
‘Athassadors at Washington, Moscow and Bagdad, and to the Department of 
Overseas Trade. Tier ke 
RW. BULLARD, 
() Not prints 


(1B 4041 /4041/34) No. 6. 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Reevived 10th July) 
Sir, Tehran, Awt July, 104. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 820 af the Gth Angast, 1043, Thave the 
honour to transmit to you herewith a report on heads of missions at Tehran, 


T have, &o. 
RW. BULLARD, 


Enclosure in No, 6 


{Paragraphs marked with an asterisk are reproduced from previous reports, | 
AJghanistan (Ambassador): M. Mobamied Heydar Khan Hosseini (th January, 
1944) 


A young man for the post—born probably about 1004. Has always served 
{n diplomatic posts or in the Afghan Ministry for Foreign Affairs Has sorved 
in Paris and Geneva. 

‘Talks French well, and a little English. Wife in purdah. Amiabile bat 
colourless. 
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Belgivm (Minister) : M. Egbert Graeffe (17th January, 1 

Born about 1500 but Kee oldcr, ipbaaevy pestanian hat eee ba gbe 
Belgian intelligence service during the last wat, and after that specialised in 
commercial and financial affairs, especially in Berlin. Has much energy and 
doterminatiow and is outspoken in his discussions with the Persian Government. 
Unfortunately he is vain and’ boastful and lays claim to omniscience, and this 
leads many people to underrate his abilities 

When the King of the Belgians surrendered tothe Germans, M. Graefie, 
though (a keen Royalist, supported the Belgian Goverament. in exile, and 
continued to do so, in spite of the defeat of France, 

Graeff has been in closer touch with the Shah than most of his colleagues. 
He and the Shah have met frequently for shooting and tennis, pastimes for which, 
as for dabbling in Persian intrigue, he has always had plenty of leisure 
M. Graelle is abuent for long periods, on holiday in Egypt or on the Caspian or 
ft his other post in Bagdad, For the last six months he has been very ilf and it 
is not yet certain tht he will ever recover full working capacity. Too loag 
residence at this high altitude, aud anxiety about bis country and about a son in 
Belgium, may have contributed to the decline of his health. 

M. Grocffe speaks excellent English, as does his wife, who is half American, 


Brazit (Minister): M_ Renato de la Serda Lago, 
Han just arrived and has not yet presented hia credentials, 


China (Minintor): Mr. Li Pioh-Tweng (28th June, 1942) 

Mr, Li in the first Chinese Minister to Persia, He was born at Chan 
in 1906 and started his carver as a magistrate in Nanhsien, but since 1931 be has 
twon in the diplomatic service: He spent foor years in London, where he acted 
‘an necrotary to the Chinese delegation to the World Economie Conference and in 
his spate time attended course at the London School of Economics. 

He talks English well and is learning French. 

Mr, Li has always been friendly to His Majesty's Legation (embassy), but 
since ho gets from this very much more than he can give, too great credit should 
not be given to him for it. He ix very touchy and protocolaire, He bas just 
ksivon proof of dishonesty, in that he sold in the open market at an immense profit, 
8 fow dayx nfter he received it, a car which the Middle Kast Supply Centre had 
‘obtained for him from India out of the Persian quota, 

Mr. Li has with him an attractive and sensible wife and three out of his 
ight children; the other five children are in Chin 


“*Ceechoslovakia (Minister) : M. Josef M. Kadlec (14th April, 1943). 

M. Kadlec sorved as C2echoslovak Consul-General in Jerusalem for suihe 
years, He seems anxious to ingratiate himself with e he meets, and is 
the peefect stage diplomat, fle is accompanied bya henna-haired wile. of 
Balgarian origin and a cripple. step-daughter (Italian father) who acts as his 
private secretary. He speaks quite good English and seems genuinely grateful 
to the British for the part they played when France collapsed. (Written in 1043) 


Denmark (Chargé d'Aduires): M.A. E. C. Fensmark (13th April, 1939). 

“Formerly the Danish Minister in Stockholm was accredited to Tehran also, 
bat M, Fensmark is chargé d'affaires en pied. Born about 1890. Formerly in 
Angora, and before that was attached to the Danish Court. Speaks excellent 
English (has an English wile), Energetic, able, helpful and straightforward 
Very strongly pro-Ally and detests the Germans and their policy towards his 
country. Tt was due, at least in part, to him that about one in five of the men i 
the Danish community volunteered to serve in the Allied forces. For several 
months he ignored telegrams from his Government instructing him to work with 
the German Legation here, but finally obeyed instructions to inform the German 
Legation that he regarded his legation as neutral. (Written in 1941.) 

*He maintained close relations with the Ailied Legations, and after the 
signature of the Anglo-Soviet-Persian Treaty, when it was certain that Persia 
was finally in the Allied orbit, he adhered officially to the Free Danish movement 
and brought his wholy community with him.  (Weitten in 1942) 

‘Those to whom M. Fensmark pours oat his troubles often find him lackin 
in a sense of proportion, Allowance must, however, be made for difficulties which 
hho has encountered in his efforts to get Danish volunteers accopted as sappers 
in the British forces. 


ro 


Egypt (Ambassador): M. Abdel Latif Talaat Pasha (17th February, 1043), 

‘Abdel Latif Talaat Pasha was educated at the Jesuit. Fathers’ College at 
Cairo and the Egyptian School of Law. He has served in the magistracy in 
Egypt, in the Royal Household of King Fuad and in the Egyptian Legation at 
‘The Hague and Madrid. He was Minister in Persia in 1998 and was withdrawn 
when Zulficar Pasha was appointed first ambassador in March 1099, - 

Although Abdel Latif Talaat Pasha should play an important role in this 
country owing to the fact that the Queen is a sister of the King of Egypt, he hus 
apparently only seen her once. ‘The Court stems anxious to Keep him at, arm's 
Jength. He is a sad and lonely figure, which may be dae to the fact that his wife 
hhas not come with him. In any case, be seems frankly bored with Persia and 
hankers after his own country, He has great personal charm and culture once 
‘one gets beneath the surface of his rather shy exterior. He speaks some English. 
(Written in 1943) : 

Fle has been, abroad for the Iast nine months or so, and shows no inclination 
to return. 


France (Delegate of the French Committee of National Liberation): M. Pierre 
Lafond (20th March, 1944) 

ME Lafond was born probably about 1895. He fought in the 1914-18 war and 
then entered the diplomatic service. He returned to the army in 1930, but after 
the defeat of France he obtained an appointment in Tunisia. ‘Iis open 
antagonism to Vichy caused him to bo arrested by. the Germans and’ seut back 
to France, whence he escaped hack to Tunis after the occupation of North Africa 
by the Allies. 

From all British sources we have good reports of M. Lafond. He is rather 
effosive in Tanguage but not the less sincere for that, He is ou interesting and 
cultivated man, and a pleasant addition. to the diplomatic corps. Ho wp 
English quite well. His large family is atill in Tanix, 

Jreece (Chargé d’Aflaires):-M. Georges Coustas (13th September, 1043) 
Greet Coes an heveak of tow teeretary,Chosgh both hs and ‘is wife think 
that he ought to be a Minister, “Agreeable but vain and with no character. Hin 
wife, a Groek from Istanbol, ix young and very silly. 
Holy See (Apostolic Del Mgr. A. Marina (20th October, 1931), 

"Ste pinion of tic apesicle delegate i rather anomatons: Hin dip 
status is not fully rwcognised by the Pers nit, anid his name is not 
included in the diplomatic list He n reas 
authorities to gatherings at ar: gr 8 appears 
tots talaly totaresnf lath tlighous wat Sharia ido oie fanctios He 
has @ friendly and sympathetic character, (Written in 1933.) 

‘Mgr. Marina was bitterly disappointed when Italy entered the war. Very 
friendly to us and openly shows his disapproval of the Nazi attitude towards 
religion. (Written in 1940), 

‘After the withdrawal of bag and cypher facilities from the apostolic 
delegate in 1942 relations were for a time little less friendly, but they are again 
very good, though according to a Roman Catholic colleague Mgr. Marina is 
‘conviticed that His Majesty's Government are bent upon reducing the diplomatic 
status of the Papacy at the end of the war. 

‘Iraq (Minister): M_ Abbas Mahdi (7th April, 1948) 

ra sw Abbax Mahdi, eho i a Shia previously held the ost of Rais of the Royal 
Diwan in Bagdad. He ip alwaye ready to co-operate with this embassy. Ho. 
4 pleasant individaal, but somewhat dall and unintelligent. He speaks English 
fand French well. He married late in life and has broaght with him his wife and 
baby, His wife, who appears in public, is learning English, but says little in 
any language. 
Netherlands (Chargé d’Aflaires ad interim) Jonkheet de Brauw (11th March, 

1 


943), 
‘Came hers from Simla, wero he hald instr Pn.) He wnd hig wite, who 

toth talk English well, are very friendly. ‘They have an only son in the Nether 

forces ii “ 
sain de Brat ix not a great character, bul’ he as nothing to do thie dose 
‘hot matter. 
forway (Minister): M. Rolf Otto Andvord (20th April, 1942), 
ae otend “ML Andvord is slo Mister tm ossoe:> He as for seven years 
member of the Norwegian delegation to the League of Nations. He is a friendly, 
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sociable colleague, gets on well with Persians and has done excellent work among 
them in the Allied cause His visits to Tehran are short-as most of his time is 
spent in Moscow 

Polund (Minister): Dr. Karol Bader (18th July, 1942), 

A Weder waa born sa TBO? nbd Sacing las War Was ead Of the’ Prost 
Bureau of the Polish National Committee at Berne. Later he was counsellor and 
chargé d'affaires at Prague, and he was Minister at Angora from 1929 to 1931, 
when be retired owing to, his opposition to the policy of Marshal Pilsudski. At 
the time of the German invasion he made his way trom Poland to Angora and 
since June 1940 haa served alternatively at Beirut and Tstanbal. 

*M_ Bader is a great relief after his silly and most yoluble predecessor, 
M. Jan. Karszo-Siedlewski. He is a co-operative and businesslike colleagoe and 
his judgment is sound and balanced. In view of wartime conditions he only 
entertains on a modest scale; owing to the number of Polish refngees here and 
the present state of Polish-Soviet relations, he has no easy task, but he works 
with great tact and discretion. He speaks excellent French and good English, 
His wife ix still in Poland. (Written in 1943.) 

Soviet Unde (amar): M Mikhail Aleseoisch Mastin (i Jt soot to 
resent " 

M. Maximov’s appointment as ambassador was very sudden. He was 
counsellor to the Soviet Embassy, but was promoted to suceeed M. Constantine 
Alexaudroviteh Mikhailoy, who retired." ill” after three months, 2 

M, Maximov was born about 1900, He served for several years in 
Afghanistan, and was thon for several years consul-general in Meshed, where 
This Majesty's consular officers got on well with him, Me talks Persian well and 
in beginning to learn English 4 

Maximov has the repntation of being an exceedingly cunning man and of 
boing mainly responsible for the olection of a number of pro-Ruasian and 
pro-Communist Deputies to the Majlis in 1943. I telieve that this reputation 
Iw deserved. Nevertheless, M. Maximov. in business-like and is sufficiently well 
informed about Persia to be able to give an opinion withont fear, and, as bo ia 
‘alo amusing and can grin at a fair hit, be is\ax good. a Soviet colleague as one 
‘ould expect to have in this country 


Sweden (Charge d’Affaires ad interim): M. Sven Harald: Pousette (14th October, 
104 

Lit Pease: jwhor te: laveharga bf (ora, Bulgarian and Hungarian 
intorenia, was previously counsellor at the Swedish Legation in London. He of 
course speaks excellent English. T have always found him a helpfol and 
sympathetic colleague, and I am sure that he is a friend of Great Britain, though 
in his early days here the delicacy of his task sometimes compelled him to adopt 
an attitude of careful neutrality which some of his colleagues regarded with « 
very critical eye. 

wife and children are in Sweden, 
Switzerland (Chargl d*Affaires) = Dr. Armin Daeniker (6th June, 1934), 

Ts in charge of Ttalian interests. which he protects with discretion, Is a 
sound and sensible man. Undoubtedly pro:Ally, though so long as the Axis 
representatives were here he took great pains to be polite to them. His wife 
who i# a lawyer by profession. is believed to have been secretary to an anti-Nazi 
society in Switzerland before her marriage to M. Daeniker in 1938, 

AE ‘Dacniker, who talks English very well, js learning Rossian with great 
assidnity, and is believed to covet the post of first Swiss ropresentative to the 
Soviet Union. 


Turkey (Ambassador): M. Cemal Hiisnii Taray (7th December, 1941) 

Born about 1890. Formerly manager of a bank in Turkey and @ Minister 
in one of Atatiirk’s Cabinets and later ambassador in Warsaw and afterwards 
in Athens. He wields cousiderable influence in Tehran as the representative of 
‘an important neutral Power and of the senior partner in the Saadahad Pact. 
He is a clever man, but has done himself harm by his foolish behaviour as a 
coureur de femmes and more recently by trying in his pan-Turanan enthusiasm 
to dictate to the Persian Government as to their policy towards the Qashgai tribe. 
He hat always professed to be an enthusiatié supporter of the alliace. with 
Great Britain, but his interference in the matter of the Qashgai, which, though 
it affected our military interests, was undertaken without notice being to 
me, might have embarrassed the British war effort very seriously. M- Tarny is 
much criticised by Persians for suspicious deals in carpets, and by the Allies for 


« 


Kaving Sold soon after receiving it, at a profit of hundreds per cent,, a new car 
Which the United States Government had allowed him to buy in America. 
Among the Persian suspects arrested in August 1943 were two or three who were 
frequenters of the Turkish Embassy. and M. Taray regarded their arrest as. & 
British attempt to“ get at" him. Altogether a man whose abilities are largely 
cancelled by regrettable faults of character. His health is bad, but not worse 
than the bridge and poker which he plays assiduously. 


United States (Ambassador) Mr. Leland Morris. 

‘The arrival of Mr. Morris, the first United States Ambassador to Persi 
Still awaited, His last post was that of Minister in Iceland, 

Me. Morris, who was born about 1886, began his career at Constantinople in 
about 1908 as a student interpreter, He was consul-general at Alexandria for 
some tite. He was in Vienna when the war began and was very helpful to our 
people there. When Germany declared war on tho United States, Mr. Morris, as 
Chargé d'Affaires in Berlin, was suinmoned by Ribbentrop to receive the 
declaration. 

Mr. Morris should be a great improvement on his predecessor, Mr. Dreyfus, 
in that he knows something about the Near and Middle East and is an able and 
straightforward man. 


Yugoslavia (Chargé d' Affaires. ad interim): M. Milovan ‘Tomaea (24th July, 
1943). Y 


He talks French well and English 

He is pulled all ways in his mind, Like his wife, he is from Split, 

boing knocked to pieces. He wa Croat, but is for the Government and 

ly agatnet Pavelich and all his works; and ho is anti-Bolshevik and. for 

that reason if for no other he is bitterly opposed to Tito. Very pessimistic abot 
tho future of his country. 
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c Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bde.—(Recelved 18th July.) 
(No, 241) 
Be Ge Tehran, Wh July, W944. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 156 of the 6th April, L haye tho honour 
to convey to you herewith a report on events in Persia during the mouths of 
April, May and June 1944, 

Allied Co-operation in Persia. 

2 During their visit’ to London in April Me. iniua and 
Mr, Wallace Murray raised the question of Allied co-operation in Persia, It waa 
agteed, on the proposal of Mr. Murray, to suggest (o the Soviet Government that 
eonversations should be held between the Allied representatives in Tehtan, to 
implement. more fully the provisions of the Declaration of the Tehran Confer 
fence regarding economic assistance to Persia, The Foreign Office in. turn 
{tagested that an agreed plan for the improvement of the Persian fore should 
be communicated to the Persian authorities by the United States and British 
Ambassadors in Tehran together with an undertaking to supply the necessary 

jwipment, the Soviet Government should be informed before the offer was made 

d invited to furnish corresponding information regarding any Soviet proposals 
to supply arms to Persia. Both the British and American delegations agreed 
that their aim was to help Persia to be stable, prosperous and secure and that 
to this end the American advisers should be actively supported, 

3. The Soviet Government agreed to take part in the economic diacussions 
propesed by Mr. Murray and the first. meeting between the British, Soviet and 
American representatives was held in Tehran on the Std June, The American 
Chargé d'Affaires and His Majesty's Ambassador suggested (0 the So 
‘Apbaseador that the, Soviet. Embaany should be represented on the new Tnter. 
Allied Higher Supplies Committee (described in the Economic Section of this 
despatch). The inclusion of representatives of the Soviet. Embassy would ensure 
‘that co-operation between all four Allies which is essontial if the best use is to be 
faa of local aul import supple and prices are tobe ket as low a8 possible 
The Soviet Ambassador asked for time for consideration of this proposal 

d,the sound meeting was beld on the 2st June. The American Changt 
d’Aflaires and His Majesty’s Ambassador impressed on the Soviet Ambassa 
that Persia needed economic assistance and that it was’ in the Soriet’s own 
ultimate intetests, if only as beneficiaries of the Trans-Persia route, to contribute 
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to Persia's well-being. The American Charge d’Afiaires and His Majesty's 
‘Ambassador proceeded cautiously with the proposal which had been made by the 
State Department that the Soviet Ambassador should be pressed to support 
the American advisers, since the Intter are still mistrusted by the Soviet 
authorities and it. was not desirable to endanger the future of the joint economic 
discussions by beinging up this dangerous matter to brusquely. ‘The meeting 
then discussed the grain situation and agreed that.all possible help must be gives 
hy the Allies to ensure the collection of the Persian Rovernment's share of the 
grain, The Soviet Ambassador, on instructions from Moscow, asked for further 
{nformation about the proposed Higher Supplies Committeo, | Tt was clear that 
the Soviet Government were afraid that they might be voted dows. The American 
Chargé dAtaires and His Majesty's Ambassador made it quite clear that the 
Committee would not yote anid would have no executive powers, hut would only 

10 ascertain Persia's resources and needs and the possibility of meeting these 
needs from Allied sources. The American Charge d’Affaires and His Majesty's 
‘Ambassador also hinted that any questions which might involve divergence of 
‘opinion between the United Kingdom, American and Soviet Governments should 
te disvussed outside tho Higher Supplies Committee as far as possible. It is 
essential that thoso meetings should uot be used by the Persians as an opportunity 
to arraign the Russians before the British and the Americans. In the course of 
Mono, the American Chargé d'Affaires communicated to the Soviet Ambassador 
‘a schome by the American Director of Road ‘Transport for the management of 
Fond transport in the north. The Soviet Ambassador promised to study this, but 
ho wan guarded and tended to throw doubt on tho need for Americans. Never- 
theleas, {hie local Russian authorities show signs of departing from theit complete 
obstruction of the activities of the Millspangh Mission in their zone, They 
ston more: diaponed. in {net to cooperate with the lal American transport 
Fopresentatives, notwithstanding the unforthcoming reception given hy the Soviet 
‘usbassidor to the Amorican Charge d'Affaires’ approach. Again, the American 
a Tat acted Aetbnjan for genn colleton wwe t hats een left n free 
hand by the Russinns.. Tt ts teue that they remain aloof from the work of local 
collection but they haye offered to help with the long-distance haulage of grain 
coltryande Yet again, the, Americar Director of Finance in Meshed, for Whom 
the Rusiians have given a delayed and grudging residence permit, reports good 
covoparation by the local Russian authorities 

On the other hand, the exainination by the Soviet section of the Tripartite 
Consorship of Persia of British aud American books and poriodicals has recently 
exeroded ail hounds, and the British section have found torn wrappers addressed 
tolls Majety’s Kinbnay, the American Emaar, other diplamaiic wicious of 
‘countries in relations with the Union of Soviet Sooialint Republics, Dr, Millapsy 
ind. various Persian Government. departments. ‘The British’ section of 
Geniorahip, in consultation with His Majesty's Einbasy and Censorship. Middle 
Fast, have taken up the thatter strongly and the Soviet section have promised. 
subject 'to approval, ty higher authority, nok toner fore with books and 
portodicals ildreyod to bodies stich as those described ntove or to British and 
KMneriean nationale. An opportunity has been taken of examining the publicn- 
tions reoontly condemned, and while a few coudemnations are clearly rearonable 
the majority can be described as frivolous. ‘The Soviet censors aro in future to be 
fequired to show cause why’ a book shonld not be delivered to the adiressee, and 
when they cannot be perstinded to withdraw their objections, the book veill be 
Toturned to the sender. ‘The whole question is still under active consideration by 
the British authorities concerned. 

6. Finally, Soviet obstructionisin reached its climax at tho end of June 
when the Savict authorities. in spite of strong pressure by His Majesty's Embassy, 
Melayed to grant permission for Sir Olaf Caroe and Sit Denys Pilditeh to fly to 
Meshed (where the Government of Tndia have large interests) until the visitors 
had let on thei rete journey to India. (Their visit to Persia is described in the 
Tae a pre rely ing 

However, the foregoing paragraphs, generally speaking, give an unduly 
gloomy view of Anglo-American-Soviet ‘elations in this country. Persia is the 
Ene country where British, American and Soviet military and civil authorities 
meet on a broad land front, and the many day-to-day contacts proceed smoothly. 
Great any rate smoothly enough for the despatch of business 


Relations with India. 


'§. The Persian Cultural Mission which travelled to. India in. February 
returned to Persia in April. ‘They professed to have been delighted at their 


rc) 


reception both in official and non-official circles and greatly impressed by, what 
they saw. In particolar, they were impressed by the enormous number of valuable 
Persian manuscripts in India—exceeding anything to be found in Persia itself: 
by university, school and public buildings; hy the vast progress made in industry 
by the fact that the majority of ministers are Indians and that British and 
Indian officials work side by side, sometimes one being senior and sometimes the 
other; and by the high morale of the Indian people as a.whole in the face of the 
‘Axis Powers. Most of these points may scem obvious, but they are not obvious to 
the Persians, who like to regard the Indians as a nation of helots trodden down by 
the British, and the mission bas undoubtedly lind a beneficial effect, particularly 
as its members have been emphasising these points in speeches aud broadcasts since 
their return. 

‘9. Four members of the Indian Defence Consultative Committee travelled to 
Persia in May to 

10. Sir Olaf Caroe, Secretary 
the Government of India, and Sir Denys Pildite 
Home Department of the Government of Tn 
27th June to stay at His, Majesty's Emboss 
interest... They were nlso entertained by the Persian Government. 
the 2nd July. 

11. In view of the great demand for teachers of English in Persia and the 
impossibility of supplying enough. teachers from the United Kingdom, arrany 
mente ate being made for five Indians to come to Persia for the purpose, Two 
will be stationed in Meshed and one each in. Kerman, Yeed and Ahwaz. 


American Interests. 

12 On various occasions during the period under. review Hin Majesty's 
Embueny recommended that His Majesty's Government should urge the United 
States Government to send their new Ambassador, Mr. Leland Morris, to Tehran 
withaut, delay. The reasons for this recommendation were, first, that 
Dr. Millspaugh was being increasingly criticised by both official and. unofficial 
Persians for failare to solve the economic situation, and, secondly, that the 
‘Ambasador might be able to being about co-operation between Dr. Millepangh 
and tho American advisers to the Persian army, gendarmerie and _polics 
regarding the funds which should be allotted to. those forces. Hin Majesty's 
Government took action on His Majesty's Embassy's recommendation, but, 
although the United States Government in. principle to acclorate 
Me Morrix's areival in Tebran, he will not in fact be here until the end of July. 

18. From April ouwards « regular campaign against Dr Millspangh andl 
hin colleagues. was launched both in the Majlis and the press. The more 
important criticisms were = 

{1) That the mission had not reorgained the finances nor prevented a-rise 

in prices nor assured supplies, (Thi change is in many ways. eat 
Unaie. Dr. Millspaagh is doing his best 


Reinga period of inflation 
daraie cue rerenine and reduce expenditare, but is faced, through no 
fault of his own, with a deficit on Jast year's working ‘of some 


Fiver cont of the total revenue of the country. The rise prices is 
Tarbely duc to the presence of the Allied forces i this country and 
largely iikely that the price level will fall until they are withdrawn; 
meanwhile, the rate of increase in prices has. diminished considerably 
Turing the last few months. ‘There is more substance in the third part 
Arte charge-—that supplies have not been ensured. Although large 
(Quantities of commodities such ns piece-goods, tea, sugar and druge 
sti ny. arid under Government control, they are not Yet 
Feachiug the consumer nt reasonable prices, Dr. Millapaugh is how 
Fea ne corey the stops taken by the Distribution Department 
wal sow definite results shortly.) Sense rentreriett 
aio cenditure af Persian Government taney on. the 

2) That tie Supply. Department, the Price Stutitfentdon Section, Rond 

Serr A,_ was excessive. (The expenditure on 

American pet N these departments is no doubt large, but if the 
mera te are obtained, the expenditure will have been well worth 
while) ‘ " 

©) The ats of the members of the mission were incompetent and unsuited 

(G) That some of oe Mths is trve to sone extent, although at Teast a dozen 
44 (hem are capable and suitable men). 
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14 Dr. Millspaugh’s qualities may be described us follows: be is 
scrupulously honest aud tenacious, but is strong headed to the verge of obstinacy. 
He has administrative ability up to a point, except that (a) be tends to centralise 
all powers himself : this hampers and offends his American colleagues and canses 
delay; (b) he is inclined not to discuss proposals sufficiently before issuing orders: 
this leads to the commission of avoidable mistakes; (c) his obstinacy has led to 
the resignation of several of his best men. 

15,” The mission undoubtedly has many enemies. ‘The Shah is opposed to 
De. Milapaugh, who is unwilling as well us unable to provide money for so large 
an army as the Shah would like to have, and has been imprudent enough to sy 
in an interview to the prose that the security forces of Persia were not worth the 
money expended on them, (This led the Ministry of War to issue a statement 
asking why Dr. Millspaugh made such strictures without consulting General 

idley, the American adviser to the army). ‘The Russians, in torn, are stili 
suspicious of the mission, Finally, there are the many powerful Persians who 
stand to lose by the mission's efforts to bring down prices and to control financial 
abuses. 

16. At the end of May the American Chargé d” Affaires, under instructions 
from hie Government, presented a note to the Persian Prime Minister expressing 
iauxiety at the attacks on the American advisers and at the lack of support by 
the Persian Government. The note reminded the Persian Goveramment that the 
United States Government only asented to the engagement of Dr. Millspangh 
and his assistants because the Persian Government insisted and undertook to 
support them. ‘Tho object was not to provide a political buffer but to afford 


obj 
‘conomic aaistance, ‘The note added that harmony wan essential and. if the 
Persian Governmont did not want assistance the United Statex Government did 
hot intend to press it upon them.:‘The Persian Goverament in their reply declared 
gue faley) shar ey had give full wmpport to Dr. Millpaagh. On the 


Juno the Prime Minister brought before the Majlis « Bill providine for 
the repeal of the law which gave Dr. Millapaugh his powers aud providing for 
tho trator of those powers to the Ministry of Finance and other Miuistries 
‘The next day De. Millspaugh tended his resignation At the samo time the 
Roni ‘Transport Department, whieh owing to the failure of the Persian Govern 
fhiout Lo appoint a Persian president now connista of British and Americatie only, 
decided that until the situation cleared, a consignment of about. one hundred 
Tonse-L end lorries which had arrived for the Persian Goverutcot should not be 
‘ued (tere way justification in this in that the Persian Government have paid 
for vory little of the LendsLense material received, aud that if Dr, Millspaugh 
went, the Americana who are running road transport for the Persian Goverument 
‘ith sone auccoss would leave with him). The Persian Government wore severely 
shaken by thie and by the prospect of incurring the serious displeasure of the 
United States Government, and at the end of the 
virtually certain that the difference between De. Mil 
Government would be composed. 

JF. HC need arily te aid that His Majesty's Embamy have, given 
De. Millspaugh their fall support and would regard bie departure hs a calamit 
in spite of his faults (which would prevent his receiving our full support if 
was a Beitinh abject), 


Soviet Interests. 


48 Tho new Soviet Ambassador, M. Constantin Mikhailov, who had 
prownted bis oredentials in January, left Persia in May ostensibly for medical 
treatment and has not returned. ‘There is ground for suspicion that his departure 
was not due to illness alone. ‘The Persitn Prime Minister saw the Ambassador 
the day after the Persian Government had refused to accept the conditions 
Attached to the offer of war material made by Stalin to the Shah at the Tehran 
Conference, and he fonnd the Ambassador “looking like a man condemned to 
death,” yet maintaining that he was perfectly well. From that moment the 
Ambassador was never seen again except presumably by Russians, and it seems 
likely that be had fallen into di for failing to complete a transaction 
initiated by Marshal Stalin himself. Neither the British nor the American 
Embassies regret his departure. He was cold and suspicious, and they failed to 
feta woud ont of him either for oF ngninst anything they suid. M. Mikhailov has 

succeeded by tho former chargé d'affaires, M. Maximov, who is an old 
Persian hand and a clever intriguer, but is human, bas a sense of humour, and can 
often be teased into taking action. ' The change therefore is for the better 


31 


19. The Persian Society for Cultural Relations with the Soviet Union has 
issued some impressive statues, but so far little appears to have been done to 
implement the programme laid down in them, and the sole activity has been to 
‘organise classes for learning Russian; about ninety persons have been enrolled 
so far. Tt is too early to estimate what response the Persian public will give 
to the new society once it has begun to function properly, In Isfahan Russian 
is being tanght to Armenian schoolchildren. 


Polish Tatereste 

20. At the opening of the period under review there were about 6,200 
Polish refugees in Persia, . Since then some 900 boys and girls have been incor- 
porated into the Polish army in the Middle East as enlisted boys and P.S.K. 
PEMACTS), and about 1.100 have left for India and other destinations overseas 
‘There are thus about 6,800 at the present time, and this number should be reduced 
by aboot 1,000 in the course of the next few days by the departure of another 

roup for India. ‘ 
we BL OF the 5,800 odd then remaining, about 2,000 will be in Tafahan, 2,800 
in Tehran, and 1,000 in the transit camp at Ahwaz. 

22. The period has been generally devoid of incident, and. the health of 
the refugees has been satisfactory. The arrival from Soviet Russia of « misxion 
‘of Poles masquerading as Polish Patriots does not appear to have had any 
indience om she Ealishcememeattys 

24. It should be noticed also that the problem of Polish refugees in Persia 
has assumed a different aspect in the last. few months. In the past it was a matter 
‘of potting pressure on the shipping authorities to provide transports to get the 
refugees away, and it was their inability to provide enough shipping owing to 

rations and other causes that has made the evacuation drag on the wncoliscion- 
able time it has. Now, however, practically all the refugees who aro not in, yore 
‘way employed here, or are the relations of employees, have left; 30 undor exiating 
conditions only one more transport—referred to above—can be filled. ‘Those 
Femaiming will then be either the gmployees of Brtinh and American, iil and 
military organisations, and their dependants (who it; has been decided not to 
move for the time being), the various Polish staffs, and the children’s schoo) at 
Isfahan. ‘This last can only be moved when some place overseas can be found 
qrhere it can be received i, te entirety. or in perhaps two halves. ‘Thhe view hae 
been generally taken that this institution is. doing such good work in forming. 
new generation of Poles that it would be @ pity to break it up. 


Anglo-Persian Public Relations. omega 
24. The reopening of the second frout in Western Europe mado a. profousi 
impression on Persian public opinion. The importance and significance of this 
event was pressed howe through the various propaganda channels followed by 
the Public Telations Bureau and pe were taken at the same time to curb the 
wave of undue optimism regarding the early cessation of hostilities which swept 


‘coun 

= 25. “Tise vernacular press continued on the whole to be friendly, and Allied 

successes on the various fronts were reported favourably. To geoeral, however, 

the main preoccupation of the press centred round the internal troubles of the 

country and the need for Persia to prepare plans for arguing her case at the 
‘conference. 

26. On the occasion of “* United Nations Day" on the 14th June, a special 
celebration was arranged at '' Victory Howse.” The reception, which was 
Attended ty members of the Persian Cabinet and Government and representatives 
of the Diplomatic Corps, concluded with a showing of the film '* Tho Gentlo Sex, 
depicting the part played by girls of the ATS. sat 5 

‘27. Daring the period under review the various activities of the Public 
Relations Bureau were examined in detail with a view to deciding the lines along 
which propaganda policy in Persia shoold be directed in the fature in order to 
Theet the change inthe war situation and the need for long-term plans for the 
post-war peri 
British Council Activities, spe tit apiece 24 

B._ General—Profesor fiddle East. representative of the 
Brita Coane, arrived in May and slayod a mooth in Beraia inpecting the 
Council's work, He lectured at the Tehran University and-at the institutes in 
‘Tebran and Isfahan, and broadcasted from the Tehran State radio, It has been 
decided to open a new institute in Shiraz and a director has been sent there to 
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make the necessary. preparations, but an atsistant will not be available till 
September, 40,000 Knglish textbooks have been ordered by the Ministry of 
Edication for use in the sobiools throughout Persia : they are-on their way from 
London. “90,000 text books for adults have bee ordered from Cairo for sale to 
the public: “The broadcasting of ‘English lessons on five evenings a week: was 
started in April, for which 3,000 textbooks were specially written by a member 
of the Council staff and printed locally= these were distributed to the shops in 
‘Tehran and the provinces and sold immediately. ‘The first two numbers of 
** Ahaug,” bilingual quarterly published by the Ministry of Information in 
Delhi with the co-operation of the Council, were received here and all copies were 
sold without delay. ‘The Tehran Medical Association continued their ‘regular 
fortnightly clinical meetings and held’ a successful “reception at the ‘Tehran 
Institate.” There are now about 200 members of different nationalities. As the 
showing of educational films to the University, schools and collezes of all kinds 
had grown too large for the Council to handle with their limited staff and equip: 
mont, it war decided to leave all film work to the Public Relations. Bureau in 
Tehran until the Couneil can take it over themselves.” At the ‘request of the 
chancellor of the university 1,500 copies of a lecture by the British Ambassador 
cn" De, Johnson" were printed in English and Persian for distribution to the 
uunlversity: and schools, 

20.“ Anglo-Pervian Institutes —The institutes in Tebran and Isfahan and 
a branch in Tehran are now teaching over 1,500 adult students of both sexes and 
ausint in the teachin of 500 in the university, schools and other institutions 
Further expansion of English classes is limited by: the number. of teachers, 
although they are helped by all the available part-time tenchers from the British 
and American comumnnities,” Tn Shemtan, a xummier resort near Tehran, the 
Summer Institute was opened! fn June with 200 students. At Isfahan factory 
‘owners have been approached to form workers’ clubs in which English clawen 
will be orgnnised. ‘The weekly concerts, film shows! and lectures continued 
rival, althongh lecturers are becoming increasingly hard to find, An exhibit 
by the Tefahan Arty of work both traditional and modern, was viewed by 
000 visitors at the Tafahan Tnstitate 


Britioh Army Interests 
30, ‘The Indian Army Motor Transport Companies, who for some eighteen 
moaths had maintained a high record of ecleney in carrying "Aid to Russia” 
‘applies. often in very arduous conditions of ‘road and winter weather, from 
Khanakin, on the Traq frontier, to Tabriz, have now been withdrawn. The 
ion of that route was taken over by the United Kingdom Commercial 
Corporation, but the Russians have now olected that with effect from the 
Jot August the United Kingdom Commeroil Corporation shall carry to Pablovi 
only and not to Tabriz, The maintenance of the Takistan-Tabriz road, for long 
the responaibility of British engineers, has now been handed over to the Russian 
authorities, aad the new Minneh Bridge, the last work to be completed by the 
Royal Engineers on uhat road, was recently opened for traffic ‘connexion 
of the British Army with Azothaijan appears now to have come'to an end, and 
the Russians may perbaps be congratulating themselves that British officials have 
hho ether justification for penetrating that part of their zone in Persia except 
‘on businiews connected with the Constiiate-General in Tabrin. 


Security: 

32. After further prolonged negotiations, the surrender by the Qashgai 
tribe of the four Germans whom they had been’ harbouring was fellowes Wythe 
surrender to the British security authorities of the Persian Deputy, Nanbakht 
in the month of May. Naubakht had fled from Tehran and taken sanctuary with 
the ry in August 1943, after His Majesty's Embassy had informed the 
Persian Government that they had documents showing that he was one of the 
hie instizntors of the anti-Ally plot of 1042 Naubakht has been seut to the 
internment camp at Sultanabad for interrogation by the Anglo-Persian 
Commission. 


33. In June the British security authorities located the Mullah Kashani in 
a villa in the hills north of Tehran, and effected his arrest in collaboration with 
the Persian police. Kashani was also implicated in the anti-Ally plot mentioned 
above. Kashani, too, has been seut to Sultanabad for interrogation, It is probable 
that there are now no more prominent Persians at I in Persia whose intern- 
ment is required by the British security authorities, but some have escaped: to 
Turkey and boponsieith tbe comsivance of Persian ofiaeals: 


Internal Politics and Majlis. 

34. On the Gth April the Prime Minister, Sued, presented to the Shak and 
to the Majlis his recoustituted Cabinet. The two young meu, Mahmud Fateh 
and Mahmud Nariman, were dropped, and also General Riazi; Abdal-Qasim 
Feroahar became Minister of Finance, Dr. Ghani Minister of Edueation in place 
of Riazi; Nasir E’timadi became Minister of Agricultare, and the Ministry of 
Posts and Telegraphs remained vacant, the Under-Secretary, Hakimi, being 
considered quite capable of carrying on as he had done on many occasions before. 

Public Health was given to Dr. Saed Malik, who tad not: previously 
held Cabinet rank. ‘The Cabinet did not appear to be much stronger than its 
Bredecesor,and could nol be regarded ax including any. true represetative of 
the young and progressive elements, except possibly Hajhir. »He, however, seems 
His yong a petemracienra: ete tomar juts merece 
it is impossible in this intriguing country to appoint young. Ministers because 
such appointments raise storms of jealousy and hostility from all the disappointed 

roung men. ‘The Cabinet was not greeted with any enthusiasm either in the 

Xtajife or in the country. and since its inception everyone, even its members, 
seein to that the Government hax no authority oF force. Before the end 
of April Br. Ghani bad resigned, and his place was not filled by the eud of June, 
Vahid, the Under-Seoretary, acting for him. Nevertheless the Majlis gave the 
new Cabinet a vote af confidence on the 16th April. Saed hax let it be known 
that if his Cabinet was rejected this time he would resign; but. perhaps the 
Majlis vote was due not so much to that fact as to the absence of any obvious 
alternative to Sacd 

6, During the following three months the vigorous pervonality of Seyyid 
Zin has caused some stir. He has kept aloof from the Shah and in qvidentl 
the worst possible terms with His Majesty, whom he 

incipal critics, the Tudeh party, Hix newspapers; the chief of which ix Futd ¥ 
Voorase edited by. the unatal rand, Mazafat Firows, have carried of 0 
ceaseless polemic against the Tudeh party, who have replied in the same vein, 
Supported by wealthy friends, Seyyid Zia as obtained large premise in ‘Tebran 
for his party, which is as yet nameless and, indeed, programmeless, He haa also 
beca angling for support fram the tribes, on the grounds that they are a virile 
element who must be conciliated and brought into willing submission to the 
Persian Government after the satlement of their just grievances. Te hax also 
fined the support of some aficers in the army, including Razmara, the Chief of 

Stall. He ts in favour of a limitation of the Shab's powers and a revision of 
the Constitution on that point, with a view to a more strict assertion of the limits 
of the powers of the Monarch. Seyyid Zia’s greatest difficulty lies in the 
determined hostility of the Russians, who cannot get out of their hends the theory 
that Seyyid Zia is a creature of the British. Seyyid Zia seems obstinate, and to 
jusdge from seme of his aupporters is a poor judge of men but he is a yower to 

teckoned with and it is unfortunate that the opposition of the Shab and the 
Russians has caused the Shab to take in this matter the same side as the Russians, 
4 course which is bad for the Shah and might be dangerous for the stability of 


the country. 

37. One of the features of the political life of Persia during the last three 
‘months has been the rise of several Ishour unions throughout the country. Such 
unions have existed for sometime in the Russian-cecupied zone, where they are 
affiliated with the Tudeh party; and similar unions exist in Isfaban, in Tehran. 
amongst railway workers, and in Khuzistan. Tn Isfahan the powot of the Tudeh 
and the Workers’ Uniou combined caused alarm to the Government, who sent 
down a new Governor-General, Reza Afshar, to deal with the situation. The 
Tudeh party, backed in any ways by the Rasim, has remained th on wren 
party. in the country. parties exist, but more than in name;” the 
hush, advertised. “Hlamraban,” the creation ‘of: Meuafn Fateh. ctioe niventy 
disintegrated. The various “fractions”. in the Majlis continued to exist nnd 
to function, but they were more like associations of friends than political parties 
Thus the “Tran” fraction is composed of eleven members, all from Khorassan, 
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The “Mihan" fraction consists of the friends of Dr. Taheri of Yezd, to the 
number of nineteen; the Democrats were started by the egregious Farrukb and 
comprised nineteen’ members. till they absorbed the Azerbaijan non-Tudeh 
Deputies whan these mer laced atthe end of May and changed their name to 
" Azadi “or Liberty.” thus reaching a membership of thirty other fraction 
is the “Ittihad ¥ Milli.” with thirteen members. A few: Deputies remain 
unattached, and the “President of the “Majlis, Seyyid) Muhammad’ Sadegh 
‘Tabatabai, has been endeavouring, hitherto without much success, to combine 
them and found by their support a central party of Liberal views 

38, Early in May the Prime Minister asserted himself sufficiently to deliver 
sensible and salutary: lecture to. journalists concerning their duties towards 
tho publics. it appeared. that his admonitions had some slight effect, for a short 
time, on their irresponsible virulence and shameless blackmail. Nevertheless, the 
newspaper Demasand published a personal attack on a member of the Embassy 
but was not suspended as a result. 

39, Sued also dropped a bomb-shell into the Majlis by introducing, early 
in May, a Bill proposing that the officials of all Ministries should, for the period 
of the war, be considered to have the same liabilities as officors and soldiers called 
to the colours: that factories, whether Government-owned or private, and their 
workmen should similarly be considered to have been mobilised for national 
service, and that restrictions should be imposed on the place of residence of 

raons acting against the war-time interests of Persia or her Allies or committing 
breaches of the peace, This Bill was not passed by the end of the quarter. 
Bill was attacked by the Tudeh press as reactionary, and it was sugges 
nome papers that the Minister of the Interior, who as Minister of Commu 
tions had paid a long visit to London, had’ drafted this Bill under British 


Tight to hold.» Government jest 
Prime Minister gave as his 


a be fad tb rected 
to be recal 
41, The elections in Azerbaijan Province were practically finished before 
the end of the quarter, Two Communist Deputies, Ipekjisn and Pishavari. 
secured election with Soviet support at Tabriz, and the Armenian Deputy for 
the North, Ardashez Hovanessiantz, is a well-known Communist who was 
imprisoned as such for many years under Reza Shah. ‘The election at Ardebil 
also resulted im a vietory for a creature of the Russians, SI Hussein 
Lankurani} in this case the intervention of the Russians in the condoct of the 
elections was. ee open. The elections in Fars have also been finished, 
except for Abadeh and Firuzabad. For Shiraz town the candidates who were 
agreed to by Qawam-ul-Mulk were successful, while the Qashgais were not. At 
Jahrum also n local man, Hazaqi, was successful, a radi, the previous 
member defeated his rival Faramarzi. Whether Nasir Qashgai will new stand 
for the Majlis is doubtful: his natural constituency would be Firnzabad: he 
might alo stand for bude, rele fact that he did not visit the Shah during 
is trip south was not a angury for the submission ers 
Government whic we hope be would make, he ml 
2. -Anti-Rabai riots were re June at Aba 
Geanahi A marked ware of anti-Bab feeling seas to ety a ieee 
reasons for it are obscure. Certain mullas are known to have ‘ 
that the Shah when at Shiraz visited the Rahal 
credentials of the latter were ne ome ‘in the Majlis 
43. ‘The Shah had shown little sign of 


iness? a Step which 
ing restrictions under 
years of Reza Shah's 
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44. Several new newspapers appeared during the quarter, one of which, 
named Darya, uttered the parest of pare Marxian doctrines, though these were 
explained by M. Maximov, the Soviet Ambassador, as being the work of « 
Fascist. The rest of the papers were for the most part. scurrilous and eph 
Publications, fall of sound and fury; but sipifying hardly more than that the 
Shah, who subsidised a Jot of them, did not hke Seyyid Zia, 


Tribal Situation. 


neglect and oppression they had 
merited much greater consideration 
te allowed to retain their arms to 


the Shab, too, was disturbed by the thought that Seyyid 

was trying to secure the support of the tribes with a view to using them t 
bring off a coup d’Btat as the Bakhtiari had done in. 1900. For atime it seemed 
that he was himself going to make a bid for popularity among the tribes, but 
he seems to have reverted to his father’s idea that they must be disarmed as soon 
and as rathlessly as possible and kept in n state of weakness lest they become 
dangerous instrament in the hands of foreigners or schemers against the thrave. 

46. The Government, perhaps as the result of nearly three yearw’ persiianion 
ly this embassy, has also coudescended to recognise that among the people of 
Versia for whose welfare they are responsible are tribal communitier—outlandish 
harharians in the opinion of most of the Ministers—whore conditions of life 
require special consideration. A. tribal commission has been formed, composed 
‘of the two Ministers without portfolio and two tribal Deputies, one a Bakhtiar! 
and one a Kard: This comminion hag recommended the formation in te 
Ministry of Interior of a tribal department’ which would be represent 
provinces by committe for tribal affairs under the supervision of Govern 

feneral and Governors. Plans for the formation of this department with i 
subsidiary committees are now being drawn up in conferences between reprosntae 
tives of the Ministries of the Interior and War. The Chief of the Staff hax 
advocated the assembly in Tehran of a commission to. be composed of 
representatives of the Ministries that would be concerned with projects for the 

faprovement of conditions in. tribal -areae—Agricullare, » Public. Health, 
Education—and delegates from the principal tribes, to make recommendations 
to the Government regarding the policy to be followed in tribal territory. The 
dlcisions of the Government, be proposes, shouldbe implemented in the provinies 

similar commissions assembled from timo to time aw required. The propoxal 
that the tribes should be allowed to speak for themselves may be too revolutiona 
for a democratic Persian Government, but the attitude of the Chief of the staf 
if sincere, gives reason for faint hope that the Persian army may, if it should 
ever become told enough to fight the tribes again, act with greater moderation 
than it did in Reza Shah's day. 

47. It is unlikely that the tribes have interpreted the light that has shined 
‘on them in Tehran as the dawning of a new day in their relations with tho Central 
Government. Only actions over a considerable period will convince them that 
conciliatory actions by Government officials are more than a trick to keop thera 
quiet while the Government is weak. For the time being they ary, with a fow 
exceptions, being unusually orderly. 

48. With the surrender by the Qasbgai of the Germans in March and of 
Nanbakht in May it became politic for British officials to show a less sceptical 
{face to the protestations of friendship of Nasir Qashyai and his brothers. Nasir 
tnada more appropriate advances thea he hag yet done ty-viiting, Shiraz end 
calling on the acting Governor-General and His Majesty's Consal, to whom he 

ave fervent assuranices of his desire to act in accordance with British: wishes, 

{suits him for the present to demonstrate his power for good jin Furs ly ‘using 
his influence to restrain the lawless inclinations of the Qusbgai tribes; aud their 
behaviour during the spring migration and subsequently has been imasually 
good. But Nasir's change af heart did not extend so far as to induce him to pay 

to his Sovereign during the latter's visit to Shiraz in May. On hearing 
that it was impending, Nasir retired to his mountains. He had offered to call on 
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the Shah if His Majesty’s Embassy would give him a safe-conduct, but this, for 
obvious reasons was refused. 

49. A development that should lead to greater stability in. Fars is an 
agreement between Qavam-ul-Mulk on'the one hand and Nasir Qushyai and his 
brothers on the other to the effect that im future they will co-operate with rather 
than oppose each other in Fars. ‘The Qavamn lias made his co-operation dependent 
on two conditions: that no action ‘should be taken injurious to the general 
interests of Fars and of Persia; that no action shall be taken against British 
interests or British wishes: ‘The motives behind this reconciliation are, in the 
first place, the Quvam’s conviction that he cannot rely on the Government to 
protect against the Qashgai such interests as he-and his family still have loft 
in Fars; in the second place, the fear common to all men of property in Persia 
of a Rossian-sponsored revolution in the north and the resulting desite to create 
some stability in the still feudal south that might te developed into some form 
of Toeal autonomy; and, in the third place, the hope of being able to present @ 
united front against a possible return of a tyrannical dictatorship of the Crown 
and the ernie 4 
50, Tn Bakhtiari assiduous attempts were made by all Morteza Quli's 
jealous relatives among: the khans to: aggravate the pot of aonb 
unimportant in themselves, against his rather autocratic rale... In spite of this 

i situation remained satisfactorily quiet, and Morteza Quli Khan appears to 
bo well in controb of the tribe. ‘The emtassy reminded the disgruntled khans 
that they had themselves unanimously indicated Morteza Quli Khan as the rooxt 

table among them to govern the tribe and advised them that their attemps to 

icrodit him now were not likely to encourage the Government to make further 
experiments in appointing a Baktiari kan to an important post nor the 
embassy to approve such an appointment. Tho khans seem to be taking this 
Audvic to heat and to be trying to come to agreement anon themelves, ut ax 
tho cans of their discontent ix that Morteza Quii Khan fas not allowed them 
‘opportunities of extracting inoney from Nakhtiari and as greed is am ineradicable 

Wwality in the khang of the older generation that has led for years to family 
quarrels, concord among them is not likely to be of long: duration: “ 

51." On the borders of the northern oil-field area in Khuziatan the Rahmai 
triba of Kubgala has teen indulging in some minor raiding. Karler in the year 
plus had been made by the local Persian commanders for the disarmament of 

is tribe and the western Janoki tribe, but at the last moment fears that the 
Ralnai might be supported by other Kuhgalu tribes modified the plan, and only 
the Janek lost some arms. It is through their territory that the Rahmai are 
now taiding, and the Janeki plead their disarmament as justification for being 
tmable to prevent thee, 


splayed at 
forces, they have been unable to refrain from 
wale and 

the necessity 

‘the establis! 


ian 
ike punitive action with stric ited objecti 
Co tetas punitive action with strictly limited objectives 


Persian Land Forces. 


58.—(1) Army—At the beginning of thi be high ct 
army wat ix Ue bands of's meer a others headed te Genel akg 
Minister for War, who were firmly of the opinion that the best safeguards for 


oT 


the interests of Persia and themselves ay in close co-operation with the British 
authorities and the American advisers. "The dangers to those interests they saw 
in the internal disorder of the country and in the opportunity that that gave 
for the furtherance of what they were convinced were Russian designs agains: 
Persia's fence. It was consequently pethaps not surprising that they 
were not well regarded by the Russians. On the other hand, they were a 
disappointment to the Shah, who had certainly hoped that their obvious good 
will towards the British would induce the Intier to provide same assistance in 
the-re-equipment of his army. Consequently when Stalin made his offer of tanks 
and aircraft, to which itis believed he attached the condition that changes should 
be made in the higher direction of the army, the Shah, on one pretext or another, 

\dually removed the wore important of these officers and in April appointed as 

hief of the General Staff the Russian choice, General Razmara. 

‘34. This officer, since his resignation from the same post in August 1943 
in a fit of angry resentment against the British, hnd succeeded in ingentiating 
himself with the Russians, It may, however, be assumed that Razmara curris 
favour with the Russians solely to serve his own ends. He is primarily ambitious 
for himself and then in less degree patriotic, strongly nationalist and anti-foreign. 
Ue is capable and energetic and hax made an exteusve study of conditions in 
khis own country. In his heart he is bostile to us, but at present finds it good. policy 
to conceal that hostility and to make a show of a genuine desire to co-operate 
with a view to giving us as little excuse as possible for interfering in internal 
Maire. He is*fundamentally opposed to the American Advisory Mission, 
telieving that he and his friends are letter able to deviso a military organisation 
suitable to Persia than are American officers, but he tolerates then while thoy 
are the means of procuring equipment from America and ik at present lavish 
in assurances to them of co-operation, 

85. The American military advisers, who have now reached their full com 
plement of twenty, have unfortuinately not succeeded in gaining the confidence or 
support of any considerable number of Persian officers. By their prownce they 
have undoubtedly restricted the grosser abuses and corruption and may oven have 
helped towards the establishment of the beginnings of an ideal of honesty. In 
that they cau certainly claim to have rendered vervice to Persia, Bot the prospect 
of fundamental and lasting reforms in the Persian forces being achieved through 
their endeavours grows loos ax the end of the war grows nenrer nnd with itt 
expectation of unlimited quantities of arma being available to the Shah and bis 
army. 

$6. ‘The Shah, although leat obviously interfering in the affuire of the army, 
still looks forward to the day when, Allied troops and American advisers havin 

the will, as Commandor-in-chfof ia fact, rule this country: ax his father did 
Baticis already being anid thot he is beginniog to dixtrast hin reatlessly ambitious 


nd intriguing Chief of Saf, and tb usual diensions have begun to renppear 


between the General Stall and the Ministry for War 

‘97. All plans for the army for tho current yenr. whether American or 
Persian, are at a standstill owing to lack of ftuda. Dr: Millapangh, in the budget 
which he recently laid before Parliament, has allotied only 100-million tomans 
against the 163 millions estimated to be necessary for the onganisntion approved 
by General Ridley. If the 100 millions ix not increased the sizo of tho army will 
ave to be reduced, 2 meanire which is likely to be strongly opposed by the Shab, 
or the underpaid officer will have to be allowed to prey an the people ax he has done 
before. 

‘88. Stalin's tanks and airoraft have never materialised, The conditions 
subsequently attached to the offer stipulated that the units of mixed Russian and 
Persian persontiel which were to be formed for the purpose of training in these 
‘arms were to be under the command of Soviet officers, who were themselves to be 

sonnel were Lo Ie 


porpose seithout the approval of the 
alarming, possibilities to be accept 


30.—) Gendarmerie—In the gendarmerie, as in the army. plans for 
improvement are held up by Inck of funds. The eredit demanded by Colonel 
Schwarzkopf for the modified organisation he hac in view for the current year. 
that is, eighteen regiments of gendarmerie with a total strength of 23,000—the 
number he considers to be really necessary is 40,000—amounted to 60 million 
tomans. The amount allotted in the budget by Dr. Millspangh is 29 million 
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tomaia, which is the bare cost of ten regiments at the: increased rates of pay, 
whichvare in fact the minimum: at which officers and-men can be expected to 
refrain from partnership’ with brigands and thieves. Even amoog gendarmerie 
officers the opinion is forming that in the present financial and economic situation 
af the country the intereas of internal security would be belter served by devoting 
the available resources to the army and the police. Colonel Schwarzkopf's 
insistonce that the gendarmerie should be independent of the army has accentuated 
the lack of co-operation that became immediately evident when the force passed 
from the vontrol of the Ministry for War to that of the Interior. 

60, Colonel Schwarzkopf's mission has now been completed to the maximum 
strength of ix olfcers: sanctioned by-the United States. Although Colotdl 
Schwarzkopf has extensive powers, it is obivous that six allicers can exercise 0 
very effective intluenee over the actions of personnel seattered in amall packets 
over an area of 633,000 square miles, aud consequently in the provinces the 
gondarmorie shows no improvement as the result of Colonel Schwarzkop{'s 
ightoon months’ hard work. 

81;--(8) Potice.—There is as yet no indication that the Persian Government 
intend to ask for an American adviser to replace Mr. Timmerman, who died 
May. Indeed, their experience of Mr. Timmerman is not likely’ to encourage 
thera to do so, Tn spite of his record as an efixient police officer in the United 
Statos, the problem of the Persian police was far beyond his capacity. Indeed, 
ls beyond the capacity of any oue single foreign adviser. 

2 ce, like the other security forves, ix now faced with a cut in its 
‘budget demands which will necessitate either the cancellation of the inadequate 
inoreasos of pay recently granted or a reduction in numbers that will remove all 
chauces of the force being able to perform the duties required of it, 


Persian Air Force, 
63, ‘The fifteen Anson aircraft for the Persian Air Force are in 
delivery. and orection in the Middle Kast, whither a party of ten pilot 
technical afcers and mew ato shortly proceeding to he taught how te fly and main 
Tho Peraiane have not been able to nominate a mitable ollcer for the 
the Middle Eant Stafl Coll 
ve OW taken over the repsir and maintenance of their 
qizerat whlch was proviouly done, wader agreement by the Royal Air Fore at 
Douhan Tappeh, They are being assisted in this and in their general organination 


by Royal ‘Air Forve pornounel, 

Kflorts are being made by the Persians to establish a radimentary 
meteorological sorvicn.. ‘The Persian meteorological officers have returned after 
reeling with partial nase to follow a course in Middle East, 

Sa 


rlashkar Hussein Firoux is relinquishing the command of the air 
force on appointment as Governor-General ond Officer Commanding ‘Troop in 
Fars. His auccomordesignate is Sorlashkar Ahmad Nakhchovan, who in anid to 
be accepting the post with reluctance under pressure from the Shab, Nakhchevan 
wu larly responsible for building wp the air fore, which he virtually ran from 
1927-36. Since he wan Minister of War in. 1941-42, he has held no active con 
mand and shown more interest in cards than airoraft. He is unlikely ta infuse 
‘uch discipline ar energy into the air force, which sadly reeds both. 
Cévid Air Le 

67. The Persian State Airline has asked and obtained leave to nse Mehrabad 
infield as its terminal. ‘This airfield ix used by British Overseas Airways, and 
the arrangement should serve, together with the shortly expected dalivery of 
three de Havilland airveaft of the Rapide type, to maintain British influence in 
Persian air communications. Meanwhile, an experimental service to Tsfahan, 
Shiraz and Bushire has teen started with « light aircraft of the Flyiog Club. 

68. ‘The Russians, apparently without previous notice to the Persian 
Goverment, have saried ‘air setvices with Douglas C-47's between ‘Teivan 
and Meshed, Tabriz and Resht. These are professedly official in character but 
‘are much used and appreciated by Persians ona commercial basis as the aircraft 
‘are comfortable and the fares moderate. ‘The present frequency is about twice 
weekly to Meshed and once a week on the other services. ‘This may be increased 


Finanee. 
69. During the last few weeks the outturn for the financial year 1892 


(ending on the 20th March, 1944) hus been published. ‘The deficit on th 
Ordinary and commercial budgets taken together’ is 1.372 million rials (os 
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compared with 753 million for the year 1321), which is not far from the deficit 
of 1,058 million originally estimated. ‘The cotmmervial budget is responsible for 
933 million of the total deficit. 2 
70. ‘The budget for the year 1395 is shortly coming under discussion by the 
Majli. It shows ordinary revenue as 3,958 million rials against estimated 
nditure of 4,560; while in the commercial budget revenue is placed at 6,367 
million and expenditure at 5,735. ‘The surplus is 470;991 rials. How far this 
estimate is accarato will depend largely on the extent to which the Administrator. 
General of the Finances, Dr, Millspaugh, will be able to carry ont his intention of 
Wurning over part of the Government industrial undertakings to private enter 
prise and reforming the management of the remainder. In general his task 
should he less difficult than it was a year or even six months ago. Tt is true 
that prices are still rising, the cost of living index in Tehran, which was 1,082 in 
February, having been 1,083 in March, 1,167 in April and 1,201 in May." Over 
the last seven or eight months, however, the increase in the price indices has been 
touch less steep than formerly, and there are signs that a certain stabilisation of 
Jieives may be reached and maintained within a reasonable period and the figures 
may then turn downward, provided that the Millspaugh Mission remains withoot 
serious curtailment of its ‘The improved distribution of food and other 
. promised by Dr, ugh, will assist_in improving the 
favourable war news has also already had some effect in decreasing 
TI. The note circulation is still on the increase; it was 5,701 million ria 
in February, 6,056 in March, 6,119 in April, 6.292 in May and 6261 million 
in June. 
72. ‘The Persian Government was represented by a stall delegation headed 
by M. Ibteha}, the Governor of the National Bank, at the Middle Fast Financial 
ference held in Cairo during April, and it was a party to all the resolutions 
passed. Some of them would admittedly be difficult to apply in Persia; but 1 
Is certain that Dr, Millspangb, who already knows well the mensures required 
to restore the Persian economy, will continue to press the Government to adopt 
those measures as and when possible. In this presstire he in assinted by Hix 
Majesty's Embassy. He is in particular considering additional direct taxation, 
ly because owing to governmental delays the increased rates of income tax 
Will not for the present produce the full revenue required 
73, The Millspau fh Mission is also undertaking a survey of post-war 
problems—among them budgetary, fiscal and banking matters; trade and ta 
policy; agricolture and industry; public works and unemployment; and genen 
frouombic planning. This survey is being carried out by a number of committecs 
ach made op of Persian offcials and members of the mission together with 
Persian merchants and others of standing in cases in which they will be of 
assistance. . 
7A. Sales of gold on His Majesty's Government's account have continued 
during the lst three months, alchough i is impossible to provide any exact figure 
to show their ffet In combating ination, Their proceds were equivalent to 
£321,400 in March, £384,800 in April, £442,400 in May and £478,000 in Juno. 
Tr is'to be hoped that they may be further increased partly ns a result of the 
‘curtailment of sales in other Middle Eastern countries. Ax is known, the rial 
proceeds of these sales are at present being transferred to the United States 
Hovernment. ; 
75, . The finaneial agreements with the Persian Government covering the iso 
of the railway system since the lat September, 1941, by the Allied nations has not 
yet been signed. Some points naised on it by the Government of the Union of 
Roview Scctalist Republics have, it ig believed, been settled: bat approval of 
Certain of the clauses in the agreement is at prestht being withheld by the United 
States Government who, it appears, may be unwilling to share financial responsi 
so far as they 
'¢ Government. 
nit before the 


77. The expenditure on Polish refugees in Persin is decreasing 
substantially, mainly owing to the reduction in numbers, ‘There has undoubtedly 






























































60 
been extravagance on this service in the past, but steps are now being’ taken by 


His. copa ’s Embassy to impose a tighter control by requiring from the local 
Polish delegation explanations on doubtful items of expenditure. 


Keonomies 
75, Notwithstanding the Persian criticisms of Dr, Millspaugh, the: period 
‘under review had shown a steady reinforcement of the personnel and organisa 
ion of his mission, Dr FL G . & prominent former member of the United 
States Administration, came from Washington to tecame Chief Administrator of 
the Cereals and Bread Section : and a number of other Americans arrived to 
over posts in Tehran and the provinces—notably in Meshed and Tabriz’ 
northern zones, There was thus a good chance that the work of introducing order 
into Persiat: economic affairs would now be extended progressively to the northern 
ones, which. have hitherto been practically inacoeastble to the mission, owing to 
Russian obstruction, Labour troubles increased, especially in Isfahan, wl 
riots occurred among employees in the textile mills, in which workers were 
iiijured and output wax considerably reduced. ‘The Government continued to 
hold adequate stocks of the monopolised goods on which the civil population 
dopends for its existence; but distribution was bad and large sections of the 
population rocelved inadequate and in some districts no rations. Distribution, 
tn fact, remained the weakest feature of the economic system, 

70. An effort was made during the last few months to widen the scopo of 
tho various Anglo-American committées centreing round the Middle Rast Supply 
Centre und dealing with supply and industrial problems. It is hoped to arrange 
for reprosentatives of the Soviet and Persian Govertimenta to sit ou a new 
“Higher Supply Committee."’ (This would supersede the present Combined 
Supplies Committee which, apart from being only Anglo-American, confines its 
lattenition so far as imports are concerned to goods entering the country from the 
wonth or east) Arrangements would also be made to have similar representation 
‘on, the Yarious sub-committees dealing with transport, industries, food supplies. 
import licensing. &e., which would be reorganised to fit in better witn present 
requirements, 

794. ‘The “instruments of ratification Of the’ Commercial “Agreement 
botween Persia and the United States which was signed in April 1943, were 
exchanged in Washington on the 31st May. ‘The agreeient camo into force 
thirty days later. Certain existing duties of interest to toth parties ave 
consolidated and a number of tariff concessions are made on both sides, but the 
agreement contains nothing discriminatory in favour of cither party. Persian 
exports of gums, opium and handicraft products and United States exports of 
motor vehicles, tyres, machinery and Iubricants are among the goods affected 


Cereals, 
50. Grain collection at the end of June was satisfactory. Total stocks 
in the country on the 21st June amounted to 110,617 toos; estimated require- 
ments until this year’s harvest begins to come in, including @ reserve stock in 
hand of one month's requirements, amounted to 69,154 tons: the surplus a 
table to supplement this year's harvest therefore amounted to 41,465 tons. ‘The 
immediate Tuture is assiired and it is unlikely that there will be any shortayo 
during the next six months, The Middle East Supply Centre are, nevertheless, 
considering the possibility of holding at a Gulf port @ reserve of grain with 
which to meet any possible crisis that might arise. Factors liable to upest plans 
for the future are the possibility that the agitation against the Millspaugh 
Mission, which is dying down, may spring up again presently; the need 
‘supply areas such as Khuzistan and Bushire, where, owing to crop failure t 
year, thero will bea considerable deficit: and the dependence of the sticcess of 
‘ollection on tie efficient distribution of eakton-piece goods, suar and tea. There 
is no doubt that this would be a wise prevaution to lake provided tbat the inter 
ational rain and shipping sitoation makes it feas There is also a 
considerable quantity of grain awaiting transport southwards from Azerbaijan 
‘Of « total of 25,800 tons in that province purchased by the Governinent, about 
5,000 tons are being brought down; 10,000 tons could be carried under existing 
arrangements Quring the next two months: but for the remaining 10,000 toas 
there seems to be no possibility of moving it with the transport now available. 
In addition, it is believed that another 15,000 tons could still be purchased from 
the 1943-44 harvest, surplus in that area. Arrangements are therefore being 
muude 0 neroae the amount of {ransport available for this purpea By roinfore 
the vehicles belonging to the Persian Road Transport Administration working 


on 


locally on collection, and by Transovtrans vehicles to carry the grain south to 
Tehran. If this ean be suocess/ully arranged the cereals situation for the future 


will be greatly strengthened. 


Transport. , 
SL. The ti 4 ly rail of civil goods and cereals from the Persian Gulf 
ibd intérmediate places to Tehran contioued steadily auder the supervision of 
the Millspaugh Mission and with the help of Paiforve. ‘The wagons allotted 
for civil pools were on the whole efficiently used and the future prospects are 
good. Very little grain slow remains to be transported from the south, 
Similarly the oil stock position througliout the country was satisfactory 
Mr, Shields and his American and British associates in the Road 
Transport Administration effected considerable improvement in the organisation 
of road transport. Freight rates have been revised and a system of payment. 
instituted which gives less opportunity for bribery and corruption. The British 
military personnel at present supervising ‘the contro! of road transport, in the 
rovinces will stay until November, the Americans were due to be withdrawn 
in August, but efforts are being made to retain their services also until November. 
‘This should enable a good start to be made with cereals collection for 1044-45. 
‘The Road Transport’ Administration now bas European representatives in 
Meshed and Tabriz, where the local Government Road Transport offices. had 
earned a reputation for inefficiency and corruption unequalled elsewhere in the 
‘count ‘ 
£3. Persia has been allotted $40 medium-sized lorries from the Middle 
East quota for 1944. One hundred arrived recently in Tebran, but, dolivery 
to the Persian Government was held up by the Office of the Foreign Eeonomic 
Administration ou the authority of the Road Transport Board, on account of 
the Millspaugh crisis (as described above in the section on American interests). 
Another one hundred vehicles, also for the Persian Government, are duc to 
arrive soon. The remainder of the quota for Persia ix intended for acquisition 
hy private importers; but the Government retains the right to take over some 
of these vebicies if replacements are requited for the Geverument fet. 
SA. There is a severe shortage of passenger-car tyres. Paiforce, however, 


hhave agreed to advance 400 until shipments for the Persian Government bogin 


to arrive. i 

55. It is planned to organise a National Tlus Service to carry parengors 

nd mail regularly on the principal routes. Delays in the Urataport of mail 

ve for some time been a serious cause of complaint and thix and ceriain other 
platis now on foot to improve this service will be very welcome. 


Desert Locust Control, 
86. At the beginning of the June quarter all the entomologints in Persia 
(Persian, British and Russian) were anxiously awaiting somo indication of the 
teale of the current invasion of desert locust swarms from Arabia ‘The Soviet 
locust mission particalarly entertained fears of an influx throngh eastern 

aia into the Union of Soviet Socialist. Republics i 

87. However, the reports which filtered in during April made it_clear 
that these swarms’ were sinall and scattered but also that they did not migrate 
with great impetus. Personal investigation by a Soviet entomologist, proved 
Uthat chey had not penetrated further north than Seistan, and there and elsewhere 
they were shown by later reports to have scattered ‘and: probably lost. theit 
gregarious instinct, except in Laristan, the mountainous country north of Linge 

8. Owing to the difficulty of conveying news from that district the Hersian 
Ministry of Agriculture are still unaware with what success their work-partics 
have controlled the 4.500 hectares which were infested with cae, but there is 
every reason to expect that an insignificant number of locusts will escape. 

‘89. The present situation in Persia is, therefore, very satisfactory, and 
there was every justification for the withdrawal (in late April) of the Pritish 

ind and air detachinents from the Bandar Abbas area. Mr. Lean, tho 

ritich locust control officer in Persia, has returned to the United Kingdom, 

and the other British entomologist, Mr. HS. Darling, is being transferred to 
Uganda. 

#90. 1 am_sending copies of this despatch to the Government of India, to 
the Minister Resident inthe Middle Fast, to His Majesty's Ambassador’ in 
Moscow and to all consular officers in Persia. 

T have, &e, 
RW. BULLARD. 
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Mr. Lascelles to Mr. Eden —(Received 18th July) 
(No. 283 E,) 
Sir, Tehran, 9th July, 1984. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith copy of a report by the financial 
counsellor of this embassy, on the financial situation in Persia 
Copies of this despatch and the enclosure are being sent to the Government 
of India, to His Majesty's Minister Resident in the Middle East, to His Majesty's 
Ambassadors at Washington, Moscow and Bagdad, and to the Department of 
Wwerseas Trade, 
Thave, &e. 
D. W. LASCELLES. 


Enclosure in No. & 
Financial Sitwation, 


E are, to some slight extent, repetitions in this report of matter cow 
tained in previous despatches. It in, however, desirable to try and present, in one 
document, u general picture of the present situation, 


Public Finance. 
2% ‘The budget has been out of balance since the beginning of the war, The 
figures for the last four years are— 
Revenue, Bapenditure, Deficit, 
(100 million rials.) 

THOME vas Bd 

Wa 

IM24B 

1043-44() 3 


4 Since the beginning of the year 1043-44 and the arrival in the country of 
tho American Financial Mission under Dr. Millspaugh, Ube budgot has feos 
divided into two parts, the ordinary budget and the commercial budget; the latter 
covering the trading activities and industrial undertakings of the Government 
‘The following are the separate figures for 163-44 


Estimate. Actual, 
Ordinary budget— (Million rials) 
Revenue a 500 3,531 


Commercial budget — 
Revenue 
Expenditare ... 


Deficit nt 
Total deficit... 


4.. The considerable discrepancy between estimate and gat-turn’under the 
commercial budget will be noted. The budget for thie year, however, 

hen Dr. Millspangh had held only very shor time his ofice of Administrator. 
General of the Finances; and be himself stated that, owing to inadequate data, the 
commercial estimates could hardly be more than toajecture. ‘The deficit ie the 
result of (a) the necessity for subsidising food-stufls and (b) the incompetent and, 
is mmf of ce, disor management of te Government india under 

kings. ret “it for this year, as for previous: 
Menrveng foe she taitent cet: oa pierre § 


(), The financial out Mss the calendar year, une toon the 2st March 
‘These four years by Persian reckoning are 1319, 1920, 1821 and 1822 diy ares 
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‘The budget for the year 1944-45 was recently presented to the Parlia. 
ment. ‘The estimates are— 
(Million rials.) (Aillion rials’ 
Commercial budget— 
Revenue 6867 
Expenditure 5,755 


Ordinary budget— 
Revenue se B98 
Expenditure 4.569 
Deficit 2. UIC) Surplas #12) 

6. The ordinary budget provides for receipts from income tax under con- 
siderably: highor scales than formerly. They were: adopted reluctantly by the 
Government last autumn in face of Dr. Millspaugh’s: threatened resignation. 
Nevertheless, direct taxation bears proportion of no mort than 20 per cent. to 
{otal revenue. The opiam, tobacco, sugar and tea monopolies provide 40 per vont., 
customs and other indirect taxation 14 per cent; and Anglo-Persian oil royalties 
13 per cent. On the expenditure side, no less than 26 per cent. is taken up by the 
Persian army and 13 per cent, by the gendarmerie and police; eva 40, heavy cuts 
were made in the draft estimates for these services. The monopolies account for 
another 15 per cent. of expenditure, and agriculture and industry for 12 per cent, 
Education and public health bring up the rear with 6 per cent. and 4 per cent 
respectively. 

7. Under the commercial budget for 1944-45 the financial mission has 
provided for (a) the purchaso and distribution by the Government of food-stulis 
fand other goods on a large scale with a. view to hringinge down prices, and (0) the 
transfer to private enterprino of part of the Government industrial undertakings 
and either discontinuance or the competent financial and general management 
‘of the remainder. These undertakings are mainly an inberitance from. the 
grandiose, but, somewhat. unbalanced, schemes of Shah Reza. ‘They have been 
inefficiently managed and are in some eases boneycombed with peatt. ‘The whole 
system of Government industrial undertakings admittedly needs fundamental 
‘reorganisation 

'R At the end of the year 1943-44 the Government: debt to the National 
Bank was 3.852 million rials nnd its total internal debt: 4,440 million rials, Tts 
external debt consisted of one item only, the Sterling Loan of May 1911, ‘The 
sriginl amount of thi loan was £1.250000, tho raie of interoat bing B per 

‘The balance outstandii we end of 104-44 wax C870,816. In 
tb for WM4-45 the Minister of Finance 

(ME. Foroobar) atated that he had no intention of borrowing either from abroad 

‘or internally. ‘The observation: a internal borrowing. shows how little 

ho unclerstands his buxinoss. 

Banking, Currency, Prices tndices, 

9. The following table shows the increase of notes in circulation and bank 
Aeposits since the bexinniing of the War =~ Nytyg,” Deposit 

(Million inlay 
August 1930 938 (not known) 
Sune 1941 1312 7 
Tune 142 1913, 122 
Tune 1943 4070 568 
December 143. 5.196 6103 
March 1044 6,056 7941 
May 1944. : 6.202 8019 
10. ‘The indices of wholesale prices and the cost of living, prepared by the 
ional Bank, follow much the same pattern :— 
Wholesale Cost of 
Prices. Lining. 
(193 = 100) 
108 us 
141 145 
239 264 
422 oo 
453, 74 
495 774 
: 493 781 
a a7 262 


(©) The overall wurplue i 470391 Fi 
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‘Tho discrepancy between the two sets of prices is due to the facts that (a) they 
are compiled by somewhat different methods, (b) in particular the figure for rents 
in whieh the increase has been very large, is included in the cost-of-living figures 
but not, of course, in those for wholesale prices, and (c) profits by retailers on the 
black market have been enormous. The National Bank is considering a more 
uniform method of compilation, but there is not much doubt that the figures given 
substantially represent the increase in the level of prices. 

11. Responsibility for the serious situation disclosed by these figures is to 
be divided betwoen— 


Gy Alin taser poodibas snow im osmpation Of Agee LOA) 

(ii) Budgetary deficits and the failure of the Government to take adequate 
steps for the control of inflation jand also 

(iii) The closing of trade channels owing to the war, the partial failure of 

the harvest in 1941-42 and the disorganisation of internal transport. 


I is clear, however, that the major cause of the existing position has been 
the military expenditure of the Allies,(’) 

1a, 1k wa decided a year ago to wel gold in Persia forthe account of His 
Majesty's Government, with the double object of (i) absorbing part of the surplus 
of the country’s purchasing. power, and (ii) providing some of the cu 
required for military expenditure without a corresponding expansion of the note 
issue. The results of sales in Persia, hawever, have been disappointing compared 
With thove in other Middle Eastern countries in which the same policy was later 
followed. ‘They amounted to £3: million up to the end of June 1944, and have 
been, vory greatly lest than Allied or British military expenditure, and than 
the increase in the note issue. The sales have had no tangible effect in lowering 
the price of commodities (although real estate values have fallen because investors 
havo pnt their money into yold instead); nevertheless, it can justly be said that 
if gold had not been sold the situation would have been still more difficult. than 
it is. There are signs, however, in the last fow weeks that sales in Persia may 
go up considerably owing to the policy of Hix Majesty's Government, adopted 
recently, of curtailing them in neighbouring countries, ‘The additonal salen are 
no doube increasing the volume of smuggling from South-West Persia to Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia, tho only or main effective limit to this traffic being the amount 
of muitable goods Which eo be obtained in exchange. 

13 Itmay be added here that up to September 1943 the rial proceeds of 
gold salen for the account of Hix Majesty's Government were used by the British 
military authorities towards meeting their local expencliture. Th 
provided a considerable saving compared with the parchase of 
the pound atorling, the rate fixed under the Anglo-Persian Financial Agree 
of May 1042; a rate which is now something like one-sixth of the internal 
purchashing power of the rial, For the last nine months the proceeds of 
salon have been teanaforred to the United States authorities. Sales have not 
‘sufficient to meet the United States requirements for rials and there has therefore 
eon no surplus (except in one comparatively small instance) for British military 
expenditure, 


The Millspaugh Mitsion. 

14, It will be apparent that when Dr. Millspaugh reached Persia with his 
minsion in tho xpring of 1943, the situation was gradually but surely getting out 
of couttol. In sneha situation it was, of course, impossible to arrest immediately 
(is the Persians expected) the progress of the disease, apart from the fact that 
in this caw wholesale administrative reorganisation was required as well as the 
specific measures neceasary to check the inflationary process In the lst fifteen 
months Dr. Millspaugh has faced squarely the twin problems of absorbil 
purchasing power, whether by taxation or borrowing: and of price control, 
equitable distribution and the prevention of speculation, His powers were 
increased in the autumn of 1043 by the addition of economic to financial control; 
the two are, of course inseparable and he was rightly tswilling to leave the 
former in Persian hands while only the latter was in his own. 


(7?) Ao audiitiogal cause was expenditure, financed by Mia. Majesty's Guvernment, oa, the 


‘considersble. either of Push refugees who care into” Persia from Musla in 1962. This 
ie, howeere, hes recentiy dacrensrl etsidetn 


roughly 
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15. His difficult task has been made more difficult for two reasons. The first 
‘concerns his own personality and his staff. Dr. Millspaugh is in his sixties, and 
fot in good health Perhaps because of this, although to an outaider be shows 
the sreatest charm of manner, it i credibly aaid that this is by no means always 
the case to his own staff; and he certainly is sometimes far from diplomatic in 
his dealings with the Persian Government and its Ministers, although it is easy 
to excuse impatience or irritation in anyone who is in constant contact at close 

juarters with the Persian official character. He has.not been able to obtain as 
‘0 staff from the United States as he requires, and some of them, engaged 
without being known to hit before, have turned out to be unsatisfactory. Others 
found the country not what they had imagined. it to be and left, after a. short 
time, In addition, Dr. Millspaugh is, by: train theorist, rather. than an 
administrator, and one of the not unjustified complaints against him is that be 
centralises the work of the mission onduly in his own bands. 

16. The second difficulty is even more important, viz., the enemies whom 
he has made because he is doing his work conscientiously aud well. The Shab is 
against him; for no one has ever before dared to interfere with the army 
ctzmates and Dr. Millspaugh will not give buck the huge sums misappropriated, 
by Shah Reza, which the present Shab banded over to the Government and would 
‘iow like returned to him in order that he may continue his present scale of living, 
solidi worthless politicians and newspapers and bolster, his popolarity by 
wrelladvertived charitable endowinents.,‘The Russians are agaiost Dr, MiMspaug 
because they dislike any influence on the affairs of Persia, even though invited, 
except their own whether invited or not. jersians, i 
politics or not, aro agninst him because of his 

If reali 


propagan 
influence au 


to the Moneta 
Theibn) ts handi 


The Cieil Service. 
18. Even in normal times the pay’ of the ordinary official was low: and the 
Persian’s natural acquisitiveness has been intensified in the case of the: civil 


a |, or from 


nepotism, has resulted in a service which i, in general ell below even the modest 
average standard of Persian competence. ‘outcome is a combination of 
inefficiency and corruption which, although it always existed, has grown steadily 
‘over the last few years The diversion of taxation receipts to the officials’ own 
pockets, thefts and embezzlement. of public money and stores by public servants, 
Collusion between dishonest officials and tax-payers or contractors, have had their 
‘effect both on revenue and on stich morale as the service possesses, 

19. Soon after the American Mission's arrival, expenditure at the rate of 
500 milion rials a year way added to the bndget for increased py to civil 
servante, but this did not fully compensate thet for the higher cost of living, and 
additional amounts (not yet specified) are being provided in the current year. 

(2,18 sons he resnarked that Ube Prime Minioler gave this uniion to ML Ibis} without 
coostiting Dr Milspaugh 
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Further, a Civil Service Bill is being i ich will revise exis 

; i] 7 ug introduced which will revise ex 
methods of appointment, salaries aid increments, wethods of promotion, pension 
rates, &. | This measure is being prepared by Mr. Brownrigg. a member of the 
Iission, who has had long experience of similar work in the United States. An 
American field inspection system is being set up in the provinces to supervise it 
articular the administration of the Government's commercial undertakin 
forts are being made to improve methods of accounting and audit, A number 
of prosecutions for the misappropriation of public funds or property are already 

20. Plainly the civil service, as it at prosent exists, is an inadequati 

went for fnancal or anyother administration. "The msi ie dovng all that fe 
«an; bat to create an ecient and honest public service might well take something 
ike a generation, if indeed in Persia such a thing (without continuous and 
intensive foreign supervision) is pessible at all 


Prospective Position 


21. re i f the Middle East Financial Conference held in Ci 
durhig April cover fully the measures necessary in the paride ire 
including Persia, for (a) the balancing of the budget, (8) absorption of surplus 
purshasing pow hy taxation, Taternal Yonns and savings, and (3 the progreeive 
reduction of prices. Persin was represented at the conference by a small deloga- 
tion headed hy M. Thtihaj, which was a party to all the resolutions passed. 
although thord was at times a tendency on the part of each del even the 

‘ervian, to regard the others as the only legitimate targets for criticiem. 

22. How far is Persia ready to face the changes which will take place in its 
wor ihe eer ae Gormany, or indeed earlier, if t develop- 

of the ope makex it no longer necessary to use Persia as a tran 
ben) to Roswsiat Dr, Mittspangh is fully’ live to. the situation He has er 4 
hand arrangements for post-war planning ty the appointment of a variety of 
interlocking committees to cover the man problems Which will arise Tovolvn 
to use hin own words, currency, foreign exchange, falling prices, foreign trate 
Ris bodgeary readjustment, unemployment, ‘settlement ‘ims, property 

wnsfere and internal wecurity. "Tho committed consist of Persian officials anit 

members of the American Mission, together with Pervian me nd others i 
=r mh re pare eri h Persian merchants and others in 
23. Although there ix no doubt of the progress ie. Millspaugh 
ince he came to the: country, both in laying pesto be a ree ial 
eform aod erecting im part the superstructure, there ix much still to be put in 
Fate Porsia can well stand higher rates of direct taxation than thows now 
levied; and am incroare in ne fy to absorb purchasing r and stabiline 
Prices! Methods of tax collection. terionaly need reform.” Internal. borrowin; 
‘lien as iis to the conntry’s tendition, needa to bo tackled with greater siccess 
As ta prices it appears likely that the peak has nearly or quite been reached 
and that with the improved methods of purchase and improved distribution and 
transport, which are coming into being as the result of ~" 
of economic control, they should turn own 
of the recent favourable war news hi 


hy the resignation of Dr. Millepaugh 

c powers given him by Parliament last autumn, hee slearea ke 
fiz. ‘The Government have decided that for the present they amnot do wont 
Mia's te eters tial 
Dr. Millpaagh Yropemed that he choad appoint two meters of hs mss 
Tefetiv th has bon ctepel af h asd Me me eae co 
thet present with their existing: powern Te has teas entre remaining for 


(1) (‘the depeie in the Government. Sav 

1018 sent ilion ate tao INE ak eat ion, sla th ei ot 

eat lt Septeber 10 an ase ot 50 milion ial a nek thors 

pe lke tl 
wo) the Jes seruponsmersants have 

von Aina SIGS esto mca‘ ten speig it Goran 


or 


sides; and on the assumption that Dr. Millspaugh is able to carry-on bis. work 
with only that modicum of jon and interference which is to be expected 
in any case, it seems reasonable to take the view that within a year to eighteen 
months {although hardly ea:lier) the economy of Persia will be on a sufficiently 
stable basis for the country to face its future problems successfully. . It is, 
however, indispensable to this sao that there Should be foreign advisers to 
ide it th ost-war peri 
S onan ie Fi 7 N. R. TRENTHAM, 
Financial Counsellor. 
Tehran, Srd July, 1944. 
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Six-Monthly Political Situation Report: January-June 144—(Received in 
Foreign Offee rd Asus) 


(Secret and Confidential) : 
DURING the period under review Khorasan remained quiet under the firm 
if selfish rule of Agha Ali Mansur and his colleagues, ‘who continued to enri oh 
themselves and the profiteers in spite of the challenge to their monopoly 
described in paragraphs 9-13 below, Thanks to last year's buinper harvest, Toot 
was comparatively plentiful and the agricalturists prospered, but the fantasti- 
ally high prices of other necessaries caused more distress than ever to the fixed: 
income class and the multitudes living on the margin of wubsistence, 
‘2. Security.—The improvement noted in the last report wax maintained 
‘on the whole. Baluch outlaws from across the Afghan border staged one Iarge- 
Stale raid on geazing camels and several hold.ups of U,K.C.C. and other trucks 
in the Deiter ‘of Zahidan, but at the beginning of May tho arrival of a 
Jong-range squadron from Quetta effectively curtailed their activities, In the 
hill country Yetweeu Quchan and Bajgiran on the Turkmenistan border the 
robber gangs which had been holding wp U.K.C.C. trucks were finally rounded up, 
in February by the Persian gendarmerie, who claimed to have killed eight of the 
Fandite in-clashes. In the Turbati-Haidari district, which is. notorious for 
‘raiding, Captain Baloch continued to keep good order on ‘the roads with the 
help of the 4-ton truck «applied by the Government of Tadia and placed at hin 
disposal by His Majesty's Consul-General, ‘The two other trucks supplied nt 
the same Lime have been very useful to the gendarmerie at Zahidan and Birjand 
respectively. . ? 
‘3. Political Partles—The Tudeh party continued to interest themselves in 
tho affairs of workers, especially motor drivers, agricultural fabourors and the 
‘employees of the Khusravi Mills, Recently, the arrival of emissaries from, Syed 
Zik to start a branch of his party at Meshed has provoked reaction among the 
‘Tudeh supporters, whose leader, Bagir Amili, has gone 1o Tehran to consult the 
higher command.” Agha Tamaddun-ul-Mulk Sajjadi (as he now calls himself) 
tecame more and more disillusioned about his Dadgustaran party), Little new 
Blood came in, and it became more and more evident that members cared for 
‘nothing but their own skins and pockets, Tamaddun continues to publish 
Gxoellent articles inviting the execrattons of the public on profiteers and support: 
{ng administrative reform, the American advisers, the Lutfi Commission, and 
fany other agency that seems to be working in the country's interest; but this 
icy does not bring in new subscribers and be is losing heavily on his paper. 
Eten the marks of Approval he hax recived from the Soviet Consulate Gsaeal 
(which he bas been cultivating very tactfully) have not encouraged the public to 
in his party in large numbers, as he hoped. He is a. candidate for employment 
Ai the Finance Department under Mr. Gordon, and is prepared to give tip his 


ty and ‘to get it, Like almost every thinking Persian he deplores the 
Paty de abedace of patriotic and public spirit from the makeup of 90 per 
cent. of his compatriots, His opinion carries more ‘weight than most, because he 
does definitely belong to the 1 per cent. 
4 Elections-The postponed Mckran elections were completed at last in 
June.” ‘There was quite a struggle (hough on lines very, different from an 


English election campaign) between the sitting Deputy, Murad Rigi, and a rich 
Pagliah cei ot Alchds Arve, As wae to le expected of a tocmber of the 
iz. the Arbab etlisted the enthusiastic support of the greedy and ambitions 
‘nor of Mekron, Kboxaima-Alam, and is said to have spent over 100,000 
tomans buying votes. But Murad Rigi, » genuine tribesman and son of the most 
Gatstanding Persian Baluch of the last dirty years, Khan Sabib Tda Khan, was 
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obviously preferable as/a: De ‘ i 
ly splity and His: Majesty's consular officer 
such direct sapport an they could. ‘The, Baluch candidate as’ at Serato 
tuany delays and complications (inclading the murder of an agent of the Avbab's 
ribesmen near Iranshahr) been declared elected by a substantial majority 
: Hany entree will certainly be contested by financially-interested mathe 
leery bab in the Majlis, and it is quite likely that the election will have 
e Se apn ee would be highly undesirable, as it might easily lead to 
‘dangerous eibal disturbances in district bordering on British Balochistan and 
5. Anglo-Persian. Relations —Social relations ‘bet i 
aud the muiprods lia "and non-official. Persians with pS Sees 
nowadays in cootact are excellent. Apart from the many and various activities 
the PLB. the cumulative efect of which in Bodatissalpexomonesaiea 
‘nea ss fit Baitish, commanity co-operate with Persian ladies and gentle 
Socioth cf ete hg @ Fecenitly formed Meshed Amateur Dramatic 
Relief F an the Shir o Khu 
‘occasional. charity ftes and gala nights, and so om But i 
teat tulk of the population there 0 doube that mich ef the eld dle and 
sspicion of imaginary British designs on Persin rvmains. ‘This is due part 
ln wo enemy propaganda, bal mwtly to tere xenophobia and x dep- sate 
inforioity compl, 1x uiclens for us to try aad abaicae, No Satur toe 
‘wotfully our leaders defer to the Perrian Gow te i 
American advisers, the man inthe slteet persis Im ascittng evcething oe 
Haporseies Gamedeys in em ” 2 tus, We are regarded as respor sie fe the 
Americans: fay, Uieir failure will be on gh, of course, 
thelr augcoun will be dive to nothing but Persia's innate cupatith fer welt aeoee 
iment, “We aro reapouaible for the Shab; if he ges th hay Ok hip falters te 
ruahes in krying to Unitate hit, Persians will ascribe their countey’s troubles to 
sayin Why: having gt rid of Ue arr, di i ale wih hie sat 
have un haven roency for the dueation of the make sia thoes oneal 
clown. a King for oursclvca. ‘hip stitude oI ha ta ee call have 
dtbeutt years th wil flow the evacuation Ot fone ty Ae as 
Soviet malay nce in Khor te ear eat ae were i 
"1 farch the Russians organised a 
teane mupply route of their own between Sbahrad td Bajgiren® aud ty" Areal 
ores 0 trucks a day were ping each way. At the ene’ Use, extensive 
nA 00 enced ane ties e tn spread oe 
the bowls "Any ne of the Darts bnve appeared sooth af het Ratisice 
Bvrvhth iets Aman plait stew Guna ‘and Turbat-i-Haidari,. The 
§ vet me that there is ion to extend Ne 
pera othe Guna A Band dr WHR he evidently’ tuted, 
i nulo-Russian Conyention of 1907, i 
tretweon the British and Ruscian sph pa rekine nes 
7. As wee to be expected this capamston at 
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9. Economie and \General—Welcome signs of a tendency.on the part of 
the Central Government and their Allied advisers to assert themselves. 1 East 
Persia were — 

(@ The appointment in January of Messrs. yon Stemanw and: Kabir, Danes, 
to direct the Edareh-i-Barbari Ram fleet in Khorasan; 

di) The deputation at about the same time of Lieutenant Joel, a member 
of the team of olficers lent by Paifores to the Persian Government, to supervise 

a collection in Zabul, a Pesponsibility. which had: for the previous two yours 

n a thankless task of His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consal and his Indian 
assistant; 

(iii) ‘The arrival at Meshed of Mr. P W. Gordon, one of Dr. Millspaugh’s 
ost trosted assistants, towards the end of April to take over the finance and 
connected departments; 

(iv) The appearance early in April’ of a Judicial Commission boaded by 
Agha Lutf of the Ministry of Justice to investigate the grain, sugar, and other 
scandals mentioned in parigraph 9 of my last report, 

afortunately, thanks (0 the machinations of the “gang” (ibid. para- 
graph 11) only the first of ticse measures has hitherto shown any positive results 

10, Mr-von Stemann displayed from the outset great energy, and courage 
i tackling the '* black transport” racket which tus figured so frequently’ in 
this consulate general's despatches. He met with marked official coldness and 
Gren obstruction at first, for control of the civil transport bottleneck is one of 
the chief mean by which the gang complicate the distribution problem and 
force the prices of the commodities they control ever highor and higher, | lu 
spite of this, and of 2 most unaccountable lenionce on the part of the FAI 
Central Oftice (Adviser - Mr, Shields) towards the owner’ of the illieity-oporated 
trucks and sin ‘trucks caught by Mr, von Stemann, the latter bad within 
two manths affected an ® por cent, improvement in, the working of the IIR, 
fleet, This, combined with a certain amount of back-loading by U.K.C.C. 
trucks, went far to deprive the local administration of their chief excuse, lack 
Of transport, for not sending grain to Tehran or rationed goods to outlying 
centres 
TL, Mr, Gordon's appointment, 1ike that Of the Danes, was made in 
Josuary, but the Soviet authorities in Tehran kept im waiting tilt the end of 
‘April for 0 permit of unlimited duration to, work in Khorasan... Tt is highly 
Piuhable that this was connected with the objedtion of the gang. to any 
Muscling jn” by the American advisers on their profitable operations. in 
Khoraan’ Howevet thin may bé, they used tho theee months’ delay in 
Mr, Gordon's arrival to enstire that when be did come he should have tis hands 
full and his anibars empty, ‘They went so far ws to eabotage their own grai 
collection programme, with the Felt that Mr. Gordon found himvel faced 
On arrival’with a serious food abortage at Meched, vehich a hastily convoked 
Committon of officials and landowners graciously offered to meat. by themselves 
frranging for the supply of S00 tons of grain at a, price which works mut at 
{wo and. half tiwes the Goverument rates. Not all of Mr. Gordon's difficulties, 
however, were of the local yang"s making. Since his arrival he hax more than 


(that the Per 
province's 
dnd their ignorance s0,abj 
that a foreigner, merely 
the country, has nothing to teach them. 

‘There are many who wish Mr. Gordon well! and would like to see him 
succeed in his task. but their inevitable comment ix “What ean one man do, 
however experienced, energetic and honest. he may be! 

12. ‘The Lutf Commission aroused hopes at first in the hearts of even the 
most disillusioned. ‘They caused a sensation by insisting on the arrest of the 
bulgoing Director of Finance, Farzad, a notorious ex-Ditector, Debimi, Major 
Arvit ‘of the city police, Aruzi, manager of the sugar factory, two senior 
officials in the Finance Department, and three well-known non-official profiteers. 
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The proceedings dragged on for three and @ half months and ‘Agha Lotfi bas 
now returned to Tehran after releasing Farzad and ‘Aruzi, against whom it is 
tunderstood no case has beet! proved. The gang breathe agai’ "Ne ove ex 
that ‘anything serious will happen to any of the big men asa result of the 
commission's Iabours, though. some believe that the Governor-General, Ali 
‘Mansur, has been in serious danger of losing bi ss lithig mere to bappea 
it would be ascribed to the machinations of Amir wr Kalali and Ali is 
who headed the poll in last autumn's Majlis elections. They are said to have n 
behind the commission, the former coveting the guveroot-gencralship, and. the 
latter the immensely lucrative managership of the Shrine i 

13. If the work of the Lath Commission had been co-ordinated from 
the outset. with the reorganisation of the Finance and connected Departments 
by Mr. Gordon; if, better still, the commission's appointment had followed 
inwtead of preceding that of Mr: Gordon and had been the result, ostensibly. at 
any rate, of his investigations, a really: useful Purpose might have been soFeed 
ty that tribunal. In co-operation with him (aud through him, be it said, with 
thin consulate-general which is well informed as to the various personalities 
concerned and the ramifications of the various rackets) the commission could 
have produced a comprehensive report which would have provided Dr. Millepaugs 
with most valuable ammunition for his battle with corruption, As it was, 
Mr. Gordon seems not to have been consulted or in any way taken into co-operation 
by the commision, which merely added to his difictlties by imprisoning the man 
from whom he was in the process of taking over 

14." To sam ap, the “abow-down"* betwen the gan an the advisers 
forqueon in the final paragraph of my last six-monthly report has ocourred aid 
tho result ik-ng yet uncertain, Inthis: provinee the wruggle, ie of ccurey 
Dart of the nation-wide reaction of tho enormously wealthy official commercial 
Yosted intereste reinforced in the political field by Pvrsiad, amour propre, nod 
Xeuophobia, again Allied tutelage and economic pressure. Discnntent eth the 
‘ver: increasing eoat of living, disappointment with the policy sud achicvemens 
af the Aerie dizer, aid ppreharson a to th fan of the ony are 

tine and profoand. It must be admitted that Dr. Millepaugh has chielly 

inmelf to thank for hix growing load of troubles, His incotme-tax acheme, the 
keyntone of hin fiscal policy, ix not only. quite unworkable bat so unperpalar with 
the upper classes, who alone count politically, that they have shown khemiclves 
prepared to throw him out and risk losing American goodwill rather thin submit 
fot. He soeins to have thought he could coneiliate the official clase by exeanpting 
i from the tax, there showing his igiorane of the all-important fac Ct the 
horeauctacy in in clone. parth ip with big business and derives the great bulk 
of its income not from its mixerabl ly inadequate official salaries but from its share 
in the: profits of various food-staM hoarding, snuggling. black, market. Mgt 
{angpott and other" racket” 

15. I cannot help thinking that if Dr. Millspaugh had devoted the first 
ow months of his ti to studying Persia's economic nad fiscal probleme auciie 
pets instead of concentrating almost entirely on Tehran, and had deferred 
he lato of bis laws and regulations until he was Tully acysaisted with the scteal 
working of the Pablevi ‘* reforms,” the ation might have been very different 
now. He would have realised how thin a layer of ferro-concrete asd aephalt 
covers yesterday's Persia of mud-brick and cobbles and he would not. perhaps, 
have siaked the country’s solvency on a tax which even highly: ‘industrialised 
France is woteriously unable to collet and which we in Tndiachuve eefrececl 
from substituting, in respect of agricultural incomes, Tor the land revense recto 
which we inherited. 

16. One of the worst of the many disservices the late Shah did to his 
unfortainate country was to abolish, Toxtead of reforing, the land revs and 
to substitute for them a system of indirect taxation thfvagh State menopalie 
admirably designed to squeeze the masses dry and concentrate the coustry's 
wealth in the Hands of completely heartless ffical-commercial oligarchy. "In 
my humble opinion there is so hope for Persia until ite people are cured by 
misfortune and disaster of their snobbish contempt for wint they: reget aa a 
démodé economy and consent to the reintroduction of their ancient Sek wall 
tanderstood land revenge system in an improved and moderniced fory 

©. P. SKRINE, 


Consul-General for Khorasan: 
Let August, 1944. 
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administration or to achieve popularity.  Sartip Jawadi, commander of 
the Persian troops in Azerbaijan, after complaining for many months of the 
impotence to which Russian control condemned him, has been replaced at Russian 
behest. The present strength of Persian tops in Azerbaijan is estimated, at 
about 6,000. The Rassians do not allow reinforcement. from outside, and.all 
Movewents in Azerbaijan, of whatever nature, are subject. to their permission. 
Te is reported, however, that sowe-concession may shortly be made as Tegards the 
movement of troops of a given garrison within its allotted area. In Tabriz, the 
Police remain useless and corrupt, bat the obsequiousness of their acting ebief 
Bhd various commissars, whose replacement by persons animated by a stronger 
sense of public duty is a crying need, seems to have secured, them, Russian 
rotection. Public security has, however, been noticeably improved by the 
formation of mixed Persian-Soviet patrols for night. duty. The ‘Tabriz 
Municipality, whose finances are now coutrolled by Dr, Millspaugh, has suffered 
from at acute shortage of funds and no serious effort is being made to repair the 
streets or perform essential services, such as the removal of garage. Water has 
teen in stort sopply throughout the summer, to a large extent dao to the non 
maintenance of “-qanats."” and illicit diversion. The Supply Department has 
failed to supply the population in Tabriz, as elsewhere, with regular supplies of 
rationed goods, the principal obstacles ‘being defective. o lngk of 
Transport and official corruption rather than shortage of stocks. Health services 
have remained entirely neglected, bot. a mild winter and bread in plenty have 
Timited the incidence of sJisease. 
‘0. Situation in Western Azerbaijanc—On, the 19th 
Marzban was micceeded as Governor-General by Sarbang Ali 
‘a former commander of tho troops at Rezaieh and Inter of the Srd. Division at 
Tabriz, ‘This change followed xome weeks of disorder, of a natore considerably 
more serious than ts usual ateach harvest season, among the Kurdish tribes to 
the north and south of Rezaich, culminating in a threat to rack Rezaieh by Kurds 
Of the Herki tribe under Zero Beg. ‘The. popnlation of Rezaieh reacted by 
Gemonstrating against the Persian and, indirectly, the Russian authorities. for 
their failure to ‘maintain order, In the course. of these demonstrations 
Dr Marzban was assaulted by the crowd, suffering minor injuries, Ho thereupon 
resigned, rightly considering w further teoure ‘of office, impossible. . Sarhany 
Durakhshant is now striving to increase the authority of the Admininteation an 
to reach a good understanding with the Russians, which indinpanaable 
condition. He proposes also to apply the law of the 
Citizens without distinction,” whether they are Mul 
ninorities, So far he haw quot with somo succor and. the situation 19 at 
present quiet 
10. “Price to the arrival of Sarhang Durakhshan the anthority of the 
Persian Administration among the tribor had been to all. intents. and. purposee 
nonexistent, and Kurdish chiefs were able. with, impunity to behave with 
Extreme insolence towards the authorities: In practice it-was only the, Russians 
‘who could exert any real control over these fully armed tribes, but they for their 
part, while maintaining close relations with the Kurds through theit.consalate 
At Rezuich and political officers, declined to accept any sort.of respousitility for 
Kurdich conduct, alwaye alleging that it was the concern of the Persians and 
only intervening when the Persians had signally failed to deal ‘with @ potentially 
ai situation. At the came time the Russians denied the Persians. the 
ponaibility-of effective!armed intervention by which alone, unless the Russians 
Mere prepared loyally to support. the Administration, the authotity, of that 
‘aminitration could be vindicated.” The only Persian. garrison in, Western 
‘Rterhaijan is stationel at Rezaieh, has a total strength of about 1,400, and is 
iy equipped. Fach tie that it wa ‘proposed to use this, garrison, against 
irdish curs of the peace Soviet permission was not forshooning, ‘the Soviet 
authorities themselves dismissing the tribesmen when they thought they had had 
Gnough rope. As no punishment has been meted out to the unruly, Kueds there 
fsa natoral tendency for them to see how far they can go, Knowing that at, the 
orst they will only be seut. home like naughty boys by the Russians, | The 
Jrndarmeric as at present constituted has, for its. part, proved of little, if any, 
Kein the preservation of order. Weak in eflectives—the two extra battalions 
Considered necessary for this province will remain a paper project—they are of 
poor quality and low in morale, Their small pay, of which # proportion is often 
vrraitied by their officers, obliges them to live to a great exient on the country. 
Little loved by the Persian villagers, sbey are an object of intense, hatred to the 
Kurds. to whom their presence is an outrage and constant provocation. They are 
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detested by the Kurds, in fact, far more intensely than the Persian army, whose 
visitations in the past have often been painful but were not continuous, 

11. ‘The quietest part of Western Azerbaijan in recent months has been 
the Mahabad district, where there are neither gendarmes nor troops, either 
Persian or Russian, and where Soviet representation has been limited to a single 

litical officer, ‘The Farmandar is inactive to the extent that his presence is 
iardly noticed, and his few police do not appear after dark, when security is 
assured by guards organised by the local Kurdish chief, Ghazi Mohammed. ‘The 
Kurdish chiefs in this district are therefore left fairly well to themselves and, 
in spite of their mutual jealonsies, any serious incidents have been avoided. IL 
is only fair to auld, however, that the population is more purely Kurdish and the 
tribes noticeably less bellicose than further north. 

12. Majlis Elections—The Majlis elections in Azerbaijan have thrown an 
interesting light on the clise connexion between the action of Soviet officials in 
Azerbaijan and the policy of the Soviet Embassy in Tehran. While, after 
considerable wrangling, the list of Russian protégés whose successful candidature 
was to be protnoted wax decided with the Persian Government in Tehran, it was 
lett to the Soviet consuls in Azerbaijan to see that the local authorities carried 
‘ut their instructions for rigging the elections. Thus, for example, electoral 
comamittace and individual ffials were wubjected to constant personal presse, 
‘oven remoto dintriets being visited by Soviet officials for this Pressure 
tordering on intimidation was likewise exercised through Tedeh Tran and many 
votors who favoured independent candidates were kept from the polls by fear of 
Violence, ‘The better elements of the population, moreover, took exception to the 
Russian pominees on grounds of their general qualifications, Ax Tabria, 
Pishivari wax previously an unksiown person and unaided could got have 
gathered more than & handful of yotes. Ipekehian is a merchant of no particular 
standing and wemi-illiterate climax of Soviet intervention was, however, 
reached in the elections at Ardebil and for the Armenian and Assyrian Deputy. 
In the former, the Soviet candidate, Sheikh Hussein Lenkorani, who hax been 
described by the Governor-General at Tabriz ax an unknown adventurer, received 
18,406 votes out of w total poll of 20,122. In the latter, Ardashez Hovbannasian. 
the Armenian Tudeh Tran candidate, war elected by 9.056 votes, no mote than 12 
being cast against him, thus providing an almost perfect example of a true 
Boviet election. Tt war often miggested in the course of these elections thal, if 
the Russians really desired to combine the protection of their interests with the 
‘wolfaro of Pervia, it wonld have been possible to have found and hacked more 
reputable candidates convinced of the necessity of closer relations between the 
{ro countries to Wer mutual edvamage, “As iis thet preference hasbeen given 
to persons with little or nothing to low—opportuniste and adventurers, willing 
to acrifce thelr country at the word of command. “Lc te an snforeanate tac 
that, in the political ax in other xpheres, the Rossians have appeared anxious to 
attract (0 themselves those who, whatever their personial defects, can be relied o« 
to serve as instruments of their policy. 

18. Labour Sitwation—Just as in Western Azerbaijan it is the Kurdish 
Problem, o in Eastern Azerbaijan iti the latoor unrest in Tabeiz that represenls 
he greatest threat to public order. ‘The Soviet attitude to both these questions 
i practically identical, Officially, they are matters concerning the Persian 
Administention: in actual p ‘Soviet officials maintain close relations with 
both Kurds and labour organisations, which are eqally amenable to their lead. 
For some months after the visit'to Tabriz in August 1943 of Dr. Sheikh of the 

favourable to the workers. was 


‘withstand and being unable to rely on any effective mediation bythe 
authorities. With every concession, however, the attitude of the workers has 
‘become more aggressi their ontput has sunk to a fraction of the normal 
Conditions are now entirely anarchical; almost daily incidents are reported, such 
as stay-in strikes, expulsion of the managements and threats to kill the owners. 
‘A last effort is to be made by the owners to reach a firm agreement with the workers 
‘and to obtain the overt support of the local and Soviet authorities for the 
it when reached, but success appears very doubtful, 

14. ‘The background to this unrest is largely political. For the purpose of 

the Majlis elections, Tudeh Tran, with Soviet encouragement, attempted, with a 


5 


th the two 
sty. The 
‘and more 


the Tudeb-dirgeted 

presidency of Birya an unprinypled 

-lampoonist, whose ys have brought him to comparative 
ituenseAdiitediy there is camsiderale divergence, of Views An 

twenty-seven members of the committee of the new body, but, as its lenders are 

under Soviet control, the Russians cannot escape responsibility for its actions in 
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i days they owed what svecess they had to cheap labour and high 
te Step My near ee aoe a ae 
Eke in about the suse proportion. Becabse of restricted inports there is till a 
mnarket for their low-quality products, bat it is likely that. when peace is restored 
they will be undersold by Soviet and other imported goods as well.os by the 
protective tarifs, but wages have now risen 1,200 to 1,500 per cent, and other 
Roms in about the same proportion. Because of restricted imports there is still a 
balance between production and selling costs is reached, ‘The unemployment thus 
‘occasioned may well add to the political troubles of Azerbaijan, 

16. The Soviet Trade Agency is acquiring an increasing share of all import 
and export business and the Soviet Union seems destined to replace Germany ais 
principal supplier and customer. There is, however, a seemingly excellent 
Upportanity for Creat Britain to increase it pre-war trade. particalarly wn drags, 
teker quality textiles, bicycles, radios, &c. and soveral local merchants have 
cxpresed a desire to develop British connexions. It is not meraly, however, the 
proximity of Soviet Tussin but also the methods at prevent adopted, which, if 
ventinued, may render successful competition difficult. At the moment, for 
‘example, the Soviet Trade 4 pays scant regard to such matters as Persian 
import licences. Whatever the Rossians want to import, they import whether 
Authorised or not, and Persian customs officials are powerless to withstand them. 
‘The prices of their imports have, moreover, no relation to world prices, but are 
What the local market will bear. ‘Thus, at the present time Russian sugar is 
being sold at Rls. 110 (17s. 2d.) per kilo, customs duty paid, 
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AT ‘Thero-is continued: lack’ of confidence inthe future of 
the part of the ronuhant clases The who loft Tabriz at the time oft 
Soviet occupation for Tehran aud other places in the south have unanimously 
decided: not tw return, and several have recently liquidated their remaining 
interests” Others are also transferring their capital southwards for sevurity 
against possible Soviet designs. For the same reason, shares of Tabriz factories 
#5 quoted at vot more than 40 per cnt f the price of share of correspond 

jspahan. The price of is low compared with the.so 
and bayers are few. Seared sued ahs 

18. Local Attitude to Great Britain —Among foreign Powers, Germany 
éasily held pride of place in Azerbaijan, and her impending defeat, which is now 
reluctantly taken for granted, is causing profound disappointment, especially 
‘among the business classes. Self-interest now demands a new orientation and 
thetw are many who, wishing to escape the clutches of the Russian bear, leok to 
Great Britain for political and economic help. It is frequently asseried that 
anit was the British who brought the Russians here it is their bounden doty to 
eusre thelr departure, oF else snffer final eclipse in Persian eyes. 

19, Much good work has been done in making known the British viewpoint 
throuigh the publicity shop in Tabria, maintained hy the Public Relations Bureau 
in Tehran, ‘The increasing distribation of literature covers not only Tabriz but 
Rezaiel and various country towns. The window displays attract much interest 
and many hundreds daily listen to'the news broadcasts from London. and other 
stations. There ix a widespread desire to learn English, bat there isan acute 
shortage of textbooks and tenchers. [tis very necessary, in my opinion, to arrange 

cilities for the vindy of English and for the dissemination of pro- 

uh literature as peetanent features of our economic and cultural propaganda 

in Azorhaijan. From a trade point of view alone this should prove a remunerative 
investmont. 

20, Gonchision—The future of Azerbaijan depends on two. interrelated 
factors : (1) The post-war policy of Soviet Russia, and (2) the ability or otherwine 
of the Persian Government to develop a strony and efficient local administration. 
‘Tho initaodinte post-war poriod is likely to prove a time of economic orisin with 
which the present administration will almont certainly be unable to cope, ‘The 
fesulting anarchical conditions may well afford a pretext for the detachment 
‘of Azerbaijan feora Persia oF for the continuance of the present status, To 
ayoid the possibility of ooh it-whould be the urgent duty of the 
‘Tehran authorities to overhaul the administrative machine, appointing the best 
‘ollciale at its digpoanl to key posts ingly inovitable that 

hould 
tye drawn minoh clover 
Joyal nndorntanding will be reached between the Porxian an 
which will render unwarranted the somewhat gloomy forebodings of this despatch, 
he instructions contained in your circular dexpatch 


T have, &e, 
‘TC. RAPP. 
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(ho. 48) 
2 Tehran, 4th September, 1944. 
WITH reforence to Sir Reader Bullard’s deepatch No. 148 of the 3rd Ape, 1 
have the honour to submit a further report(’) on. the composition of the 14th 
Majlis, together with ist) showing the potion a the Slat August 1914. The 
first list shows the constituencies and their members : the second, the Deputies in 
alphabetical order, classified according to their economic and political activities 
2 ‘The number of Depaties elected up to the Bist August, 1944, whose 
‘erodentials have not been rejected by the Majlis, is 128. Elections have not been 


(1) Not printed. 





m 


‘completed at Abadch, Firuzabad and Saqqiz. I'timad ut-Tauliya lis been elected 

for Rey, but his credentials have, not yet been brought before’ the Majlis. New 

elections are dae for two of the Tabriz sats, and for Darajie; the cralentals of 

the three Deputies concerned having heen rejected by the Chamber. One Tebran 

feat is uooecupied, pending a decision in the cass of the German agent Abul 
jim Kashani, who was among the twelve elected for Tehran. 

‘3. Of the 123 Deputics s0 far elected, 44 sat in, the 13th Majlis, OF these 
36 have been re-lected for the same constituencies 

4. According to the classification shown on list 2, 65 of the present Deputics 
are landowners; 13 are connected with commerce and industry; 4 are, ruallas 
deriving their power from local religious influence: and.46-depend on. various 
forms of political activity. ‘The last-category inclades m number who were elected 
to serve the interests of landlords, merchants and industyialists 

‘5. The Tudeh group has been reduced from 8 to 7 members, owing te the 
expulsion fram the party of Rahman Quli Khal Atbari. - The ‘Tudehsponsored 
‘Tabriz Depaty, Pishavari, was rejected by the Majlis. 

6. The other Majlis groups fluctuate in membership, and are not worth 
reporting on in detail, About a quarter of the total number of Deputies, including 
some of the most influential, do not belong to any Majlis group, 

7. During the first six months of its life the 14th Majlis has passed: very 
litle iogisation, nid ben, preaeupied with intrigues ovr she compenition ot 
Cevince the Millspaugh problem and the credentials of lected Deputies 
the balk of the members are actuated ty no poli 
that efforts to form a stable majority in the Majlis have #0 far been ms 

Tam sending copies of this despatch, together with its enclosures, to the 
Minister Resident in the Middle East and to the Government of India, Now 
Dethi 

T have, Se 
D, W. LASCELLE 





(B) Tehran Intelligence Summaries. 


(B 3054/422/35) No 12 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Reoeived 6th July.) 

(No. 268) y . 

HIS Majesty's representative prosonte, his compliments, His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hax the honour to transmit 

herewith a copy of Intelligence: Summary No. 25 for the period the 1th to 
the 25th June, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legntion, 


Tehran, 26th June, 1944. 
it Ae ee a ae tees 


Enclosure in'No: 12, 
(Beeret.) 
rary Attaches Intelligence Summary No.25 for the period 19th to 25th June, 
i 


Persian’ Affairs. 

Political 
Dk. MILESPAUGH and all the members of his mission haye re 

‘This followed on the presentatjon by the Goyernient to members of the Maj 
for discussion the draft of a Bill cancelling the law of the 3rd April, 1043, from 
which Dr, Millspangh derived his autocratic powers. In his letter of resignation 
he accuses the Government of having failed to carry out their obligations under 
that law, of having withheld assistance and support from the American mission, 
of having encouraged thase elements who desired to destroy the mission or to 
preveat 1 from working eflectively, and of being unwilling even to consider the 
F¥fdence that could be produced of the good progress made by the mmission. | From 
their previous conversations with Dr. Millspangh the Government must have 
fealised that their proposed Bill would result sa his resignation, but it seems that 
they are trying to pershade him and other American advisers to stay on. 
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2, Dé. Millspaugh’s resignation takes effect: ‘from the 20th June, Tt-is 
unlikely that the Persian Government have any plans for the operation of the 
Yarions organisations and administrations now in charge of the American 
advisers, of whom there are now thirty-nine, Since objections to Dr. Millspangh’s 
ee for the collection of cereals, the distribution of monopoly goods and the 
levying of taxation was the cause of the ngitation for the abelition of his powers 
it is presumably intended to modify his policy in some respects This will almost 
certainly lead to great dislocation in the finance and economy of the country, to 
ineyitabe etay in the iprorenene of the economic situation, if not to site 
rotrogressi is resignation rected wit ei corns 
n it His reve been greeted with rejoicing by all corrupt 
3. A party calling itself Mehan has been formed by the 
‘\ichan Paruacan and Aadithahan. Tow mre css 


‘new pa 
in th 


shopkeepers in Tehran to 
igners of a prominent 
toa the whole the arrest his 


tof pan-Arabist, ‘special 


extracta from Karl Marc's British Reale in Indian tt Persia. Tt prints 


6. A reception was held at the Municipality on the 22nd slebrat 
the renaming of three streets in Tebran, which are in the vicinity of the cnleetes 


concerned, as Churchill, Stalin aad! Roowevelt Avenues. Thie isto commrmorate 


Keonomic. 

7.. The budget for the current year—the Qlst March, 
‘ ist i 
eae Sec aman meg Soe oe 
‘i000.489.444 rials, showing a defiit of 611862304 Sale| Copeeatr® 
industrial revenue is estimated at 6,367,182.450 rials and ‘expenditure. at 


5,754,549.275 rials, giving a surplus of 613,383,175 
by the Ministries concerned for the security forces are:— "mounts demanded 


Million rials, 


Army ey . 
Gendarme “eo 


Police 203 
Hut in the budget as presented these have been cut down by Millspaugh to 


z Milton riats. 
my. : ; 
Gendarmerie 3 oe 
Police... “ 187 
8 The National Aero Club, a civil fying club, is operating with Polis 
PNY. machines» weekly postal service between Tehraa sad Boake ‘The 

machines can carry three passengers in addition to mail. 
Appointments—Civil. 

9—(i) Muhsin Nassr, to be Governor-General of Mazamderan. 


Fahansbal: i K 
Gi) Fahansbab, Samsam (son of Morteza Quit Khan), to be Deputy 


cr) 


Internal Security. 
Khuzestan. 

10. The Bahmai tribe of Kubgalu have been guilty of a few minor raids 
in the vieinity of Masjidi-Suleiman. An abortive attempt to disarm this tribe 
was made in April 1944—see Summary No. 14/44, paragraph 10—as it was 
expected that souner or later they would be unable to refrain from lawlessness, 


Russian Affairs, 


11. ‘The Russians have succeeded in frightening away all candidates for the 
Ardebil elections. except their own choice, Sheikh Hussein Lenkorani—see 
Summary No. 23/44, paragraph 14—so that there appears to be no doubt of his 
‘lection in spite of the fact that he has no connexion, whatever with Ardebil. The 
Russians. presumably intend, to use him for their campaign against Seyyid Zin 
The Soviet Consul-General_ in Tabriz recently asked for. the expulsion from 
‘Tabriz of a minor Persian official who had dared to send a telegram of congratuli 
tion to Seyyid Zin and, the Governor-General having refused to comply. with this 
request, the offending official is now being subjected to the abnse and threats of 
Soviet hirelings 

12. At the request of the Soviet Consul-General in Tabriz, the Governor 
Genoral of Azerbaijan bas published a notice to the effect that the Soviet 
authorities bad complained that Persians were purchasing arms from. Russian 
troops and warning the people that anyone found in possession of Russian. artna 
would be severely punished. 


Tehran, 2th June, 1A, 





(1B 4043/422/34) No. 18. 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Roceived 10th July.) 
(No. 275.) 
1S Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
incipal Secretary of State for Forvign Affairs, and Ins the honour to transmit 
rewith » copy of Intelligence Summary No, 26 for the period of the 20th June 
to 2nd duly, 1944, carmpiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Teheam, rd Suly, 1944. 


Enelawure in No, 1, 
(Secret) 
Military A taché's Intelligence Summary No, 20 for the Period 
‘26th June-2nd duly, 1044, 


Persian Affaire. 
Potitical 

THE Government refused to accept Dr. Millspaugh’s resignation and 
requested him to stay on for the purpose for which he was originally engaged, 

that is, as Financial Adviser. ‘The Deputies, of, whom a wajority, inspi 
otter or the Tudeh, oF the Shah, or sha Hmian, were originally opposed to 
~ Mil even to the extent of being to face his departure, have 
on rection become frightened of the Pesible fect it might have on Pereo- 
‘American relations and on Lease-Lend supplies, and an increasing number are 
veering round in favour of his retention, Dr. Millspaugh has reiterated his 

Tefusal to accept any limitation of his powers, tit he has made some conc 


roposals, and the Government is showing some signs of wavering and of I 
me ng 


ng 
The courage to face the consequences of the departure of the American Mission. 
juestion has absorbed the attention of press and Parliament during the past 
Tt is generally considered that, if Dr. Millspaugh stays on his own terms, 
Sa’ed’s Government will have to go.” The uncertainty has, as usual, paralysed 
the administration, Ministers are unwilling to give decisions on any tnatter. Tt 
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understood that the final decision of the Government is to be a 
Bed Jal.“ Meanwhile, Dr. Millspaugh and his mission have continned at their 
duties, 

_ 2 In Isfahan the Tudeh and the Vatan parties (the latter is alleged to be 
inspired by Seyyid Zin) are struggling hard with each other for control of the 
mill-workers and for political influence in Isfahan. The Tudeh party is reliably 
reported to be losing ground, and the Vatan, party, which is supported by mill 
and landowners because it is opposed to the Tudeh, if for no other reason, to be 
gaining adherents, |The struggle between the two partes may lead to 
disturbances in Isfahan. 


3. The 


‘opportunity for the proletariat, "At all costs, the bourgeoisie, the capitalists and 
the bead of the Stare must be prevented from uniting. Mr. Churchill had said 
that fasciam would not be allowed in the "conquered ” countries, whit 
presumably meant that the British Government would have no objection to ite 
cxtablishment in othor countries Tt might suit the "capitalist "countries 
(Great Britain had already been included in this category) to strengthen fascism 
in countries adjacent to Soviet Russia, Perhaps that was why men “with 
Awonty yours’ training "* were being sent to countries of the Middle East. (The 
referonce is clearly to Seyyid Zia.) The Comintern bad been abolished, but, if 
after the war the occupying armies of the Allies were to be used to suppress social 
revolutions or communism, Russia wonld not cooperate. “If Russia could not 
holp the Communists, she would refrain from using arms against them.” 


Internal Seourity, 
Pare, 

4... A reconciliation hax recently been made between the Qavam-ul-Mualk on 
the one hand and Nasir Qashgai and his brothers on the other, and they have 
agreed to co-operate in the interesta of Fare rather thas to oppose each other. As 
cuiditions of his cooperation. the Qavam has stipulated that no action shall be 
taken against the interests of the Persian Government or against the interests oF 
Wishes of the British Government. The Qushgal brothers have agreed to these 
Conditions, The reconciliation has the approval of the Governor-General-elect of 
Fars, General Firuz, and it should improve for the time being the situation. in 
Fars. ‘The niotive ‘that has induced. the Qavam-ul-Mull to respond to the 
advances of the Qushgai brothers was the conviction that the Government would 
do nothing to protect such interests as are left to him and his family in Fars 
against the Qashgai. The motive that inspired Nasir Qashgai may have been 
nothing more than to prove his friendship for the British by becoming friends 
with thoir friend and his former enemy. He will break any engagements into 
which he has entered when it suits him, 


Khuzestan, 

&. Operations are now in progress im the Alu Dasht area of Northern 
Khuzestan for the suppression of bands of Arab brigands who have been a 
nujannoo in that aren (wee Summary No, 21/44. paragraph 9). Sections of the 
Chaab, of the Abdulkhapi and 4 i Tamim resisted the Persian troops, and 
punitive air operations were carried oat, which are said to have resulted in the 
death of sixty to eighty Arabs. ‘The surrender of all arms in the area has been 
demanded by the Persian Commander and the submission of the sheikhs. The 
Persian anthorities report that: 100 arms have been handed in and that some, but 
not all, of the sheikhs have submitted. 


Kerman. 
6. The roads in the Kerman Province have been unsafe of late, particularly 
the road Kerman-Bam-Zahidan and the road. Kerman-Sirjan-Bandar Abbas, 





s 


‘on both of which have been beld up hy ariied brigands and robbed. ‘The 
oa tot of wh ialact Ueivcamen whe have eised a the Bendarierie and 
supplement their meagre pay by highway robbery. 
Belgian Affairs, 
7. The Belgian Military Attaché has been given a Persian decoration for 
having lectured at the Persian Staff College 


Tehran, 2nd July, 1944. 





[B 4244/422/34) No. 14. 


‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Receiced 18th July.) 
(No. TTS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secreutry of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 27 for the period the Snt to 
‘9th July, 1944. Compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 10th July, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 14. 
(Becret) ; 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the Period 
‘rd f0 9th July, 1944. 


Political. Persian A fairs. 


IN. spite of the Prime Minister's insistence that the powers of 
Dr. Milepaneh must be modified in such 
ji 


ner as to recognise the, full 
responsibility of the Government for the financial and economic affairs of the 
‘country, and in spite of the fact that be originally had the support of a majority 
Sf the Deputies for this attitude, in the end it was agreed that Dr, Millspaugl 
Should carry on for an undefined period of “three or four” months with 
Undiminished powers. At the end of that period the matter should again be 
reviewed, DF, Millspaugh has agreed that he will consult the Minister of 
Finance 0 hnancial matters and before issuing regulations, and will 
keop hi if the course of affairs #0 that he can reply to questions in 
the Prime Minister in the formation of 
5 inet Mininter, to condact negotiations 
with the Allied authorities concerning current problem connected with, import 
‘quotas, navigation, transport and the feeding of the country; that he will appoint 
two Deputies to himeelf from among the American advisers, one of whom would 
te concerned solely with finance, the aber with economic questions, with & view 
to accelerating decisions. ‘The Prime Minister, in accepting the arrangement, 
foints out, bowever, that it does not accord with the view of the Government 
Minister of Finance shoald control the economic and 


‘on considering the possi bn 
departure of the American mission and in wledge that, his 
departure wae ardently desired by th Tussiant and the Shah. "That considera- 
tion alone was sufficient to dispose a number of Deputies in his £ 
annoyance of the Russiaris at his retention has been clearly shown in the 
‘ress. and Dr, Masaddig, one of the Shah's spokesmen on these matters in the 
fajlis, has attacked the Government for yielding, and has, argued that 
Dr Millspaugh’s powers are incompatible with the Constitution, ‘since the 
Minister bf Finante is deprived of all responsibility and is reduced to the 
ion of an adviser. ~ 
Poy. Saed’s Government may not fall immediately, but by having had to 
abanion the postion he had apparently firmly taken up as regards the brogn. 
tion of Dr. Millspangh’s powers, be has lost mach ground, ‘The Cabinet was 
[2095 ° 
























































divided on. the question. s to increase already. existing 
dissensions. ‘The Prime Minister, the Cabinet and the Deputies, especially 
Seyyid played an important part in turning Majlis opinion against 
forcing Dr. Millspaugh's resignation, will all have earued the diepleassre of 
the Sha 

4. The paper Daria, to which’ reference has been made in Summary 
No. 26/44, paragraph 3, and which is strongly suspected of being subsidised by 
the Russians, accuses Dr. Millspaugh of being an agent of the American Govern- 
ment, a kind of American High Commissioner ruling and exploiting Persia in the 
interests of the United States. The intervention of the American Govertiment, 

ys, had frightened the Deputies from their original intention. What would 
happen if Persia's two neighbours were to follow America’s example and, taking 
advantage of the weakness of the Majlis, treat Persia as if she were their colony ! 

3. Under the auspices of the ‘Tudeh party there has been formed’ & 
“Central Council of Iranian Workers’ and oilers’ Unions,’ to which it is 
oped to aiiate all existing Labour unions ts official organ is the newspaper 
Zafar, printed at the Tudeb press. It unzes the necessity for all workers to 
enter the field of polities and to unite, for only in unity will they find the strength 
to fight the reactionaries 


A ppointmente—Cirit 
6—() Ghulam Hosein Miftah, to be Farmandar of Bashan 
(ii) Ysmail Nawab, to be Farmandar of 


Persian Forces. 

Appointmente—Military 
__ 7o=(i) Sarlashkar Ali Riazi (F.0.; 190), to be Chief of the Shah's Military 
Seoretari 

(ii) Sarlashkar Ahmad Nakehovan (F0.: 150; M.A.: 198), to command the 
Persian Air Force. 

(iii) Sartip Ahmad Khustovani (F,0.:, 118), to command the ard 
(Axerboijan) Division. 
a Sarhang Sayyid Hussein “Hashimi, to command the %h (Ardebil) 


Bakhtiari. Internal Security. 


8, Mortesa Quli Khan, Governor of Bakhtiari, bas now reached Tehran 
to answer to. the Government for the many complaints that have been made 
against him, and to endeavour to coe to terms with all the other Khans who 
have beon agitating against him beeause they have not been allowed to extract 
from Bakhtiari the shnre of the pickings which they had boped. for on, the 
appointment of ave of thenwelves as Govarnor of the tril, N number of petty 
Khaw with complaints against Mortera Quit have also reached Tehran. "That 
some of these complaints are justified there is little doubt, but it will be regrettable 
if Mortoza Quli Khan is removed from the Governorship as, whatever just 
csuuses of complaint there may be against him, be probably maintains better order 
than anyone else is likely to do, 

9. "Troops have moved out from Isfahan for the disarmament of certai 
small outlying sections of the Chahar Lang Bakhtiari—see Summary No. 2 
paragraph 11. From such reports as have been received of the operations hitherto, 
it seems that the commander of the troope—General Qadar—-te now waiting Uo 
sce what offers are made by,the tribes goncerned to buy him off- 
Par, 

10, Reports from Fars say that Nazir i is becoming doubtful of his 
lanes of maintaining the postion whch ies to think be hold, of paar 
mount influence in Fars. Having failed to get elected for Shiras, he hesitates 
how to stand for election for either of the vacant seats of Firurabad or Abadch, 
being fearful lest the great tribal leader should come to be regarded aa a mere 
deputy, “He is suspicious, to, of his two brothers, Muhammad Hussein and 

wsfOw, who, spending much of their time in Tehran, have made many contacts 
and are already on apparently ood terms with Gawam ul Mall and the 
Governor-General elect, General Firuz. However much contempt the tribesmen 
may express for Tehran and the Government, there is atill a tendency to attach 
sone importance to what Tehran is saying, and Nazir does not know while his 
brothers do, He recently attempted to intervene in the dispute between Morteza 





a3 


Quli) Khan and the other Bakhtiari: Khana; to meet, with a rebuff. He has also 
been trying to rent the lands of the Dushmanziari tribe with a view to increasing 
the sphere of his influence. This has aroused protests from the Dushman; 
chiefs who have no desire to have a Qashgai overlord. 


Russian Affairs 


11. Tho opening of @ Soviet Consulate at Kazvin was reported in 
‘Summary No, 20/44, paragraph 15. A consular agency bas now been opened at 
Kabul. 

12._A member of Dr. Millspaugh’s mission has recently made an extended 
tour of Western Azerbaijan, investigating the barvest, He was born in Reazieh 
and knows well the local people. He has returned convinced that in Western 
‘Averbaijan the Tudeh party. is definitely working for the separation of 
‘Azerbaijan from Persia, The Armenians, hé considers, are the driving force. 
He could not find any clear evidence of Russian direction behind this movement, 

having regard (o the proved copnexions of the Russians with the Tudeh party 
it is unlikely that the mavement is being carried on without thelr approval, On 
‘more than one occasion the Russians have not hesitated to represent hostility 
to the Tudeh party as hostility to themselves. In Isfahan thay have tramped up 
charges against the opposition party, the Vatas, as a pretext for asking the police 
tot 


omy 
had previ 
and other tribal chie 


rt, to Seyyidl Zia’ it 
Felationa of British officials with the tribes, 1 is not surprising that the Russians 


should want to know what ix going on. 


British Affairs, 

14. Aid-to-Russia supplies are no longer to be carried to Tabriz by British 

military or UCC, teatuport, the Rustana having, requested that, British 

‘operated motor transport should deliver to Pablevi only. ‘The British Consulate 

cher remains the ouly British interest in Azerbaijan to justify the entry of 
British officials to this part of the Russian zone: 


Tehran, 9th July, 194 





(4405 /422/34) No. 15, 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Received 24th July.) 


HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and hus the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 28 for the period the 10th July 
to the 16th duly, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation. 


Tehran, 17th July, 1044, 


Enclosure in No. 15, 
Secret.) 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 3 for the Period the 10th uly to 
the 18th July, 1944 
Persian Affaire. 
Political. 

IT is reliably reported that the Todeh party recently proposed to Seyyid Zia 
tit he should cllatorate with them in the formation o€ a Government tobe 
constituted of Ministers selected half by the Tudeh party and half by Seyyid Zia. 
‘They undertook to secure Russian support for, or at last neutrality towards, 

{20055} o2 
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su a Government, It is almost inconceivable that the Tudeh party bad the 
intention of collaborating sincerely with Seyyid Zia in the gorerament of the 
countay, and it is more probable that they felt confident that with members of 
the pariy occupying half the seats in the Cabinet they would Tu, time te in a 
Position to oust and discredit Seyyid Zia. It is noteworthy that for some days 
the Tudeh papers ceased their previously incessant attacks ou him. Approadie 
have also been made to Seyyid Zia hy cettain military oficers in close tich mich 
the Sbah with the suggestion that they would support him iu forming a Gover, 
ment if he undertook to leave the army in the unfettered control of the St 
Soyyid Zia has already had experience of the impotence of a Government which 
dees not control the army. ‘There is now some talk of an intention oh the pact 
of the Shab and this military cabal to seek Russian apport Tor the formation 
of 4 military Government. "They are enraged by thett failure to" pet ral ot 
Millspaugh and the restrictions he imposes on the’ army by his Bnaneel costeat 
2. ‘There was a serious fire on the night of the 10th-1ith July an the Sekcch 
Maid quarter of Tehran which destroyed a number of slope and eewed 
toniderable damage ‘The American evope in ‘Tehran sent two fre engine te 
‘ssiat the Persian Fire Brigade, bat shortage of water severly: actioned 
Attempts to Bight the fire. +5 . vee 
The munition factories makitig arms and! ammnnition for the Russians, 
which ‘had eon transferred from the ‘Ministey of War to the Minit af 
Commoree and Tnclstry, have now heen retransferred to the Minery ef We, 


Economie, 


4. Me. Gresham, Di 
the Price Stabilisation Sect 


to the Snd (Mazanderan) Us 
Appointmente—Ciil 
6—(i) Fazlallah Bahrami (F.0.45) to be Governor-General of Kerma 
_.. Province 
(ii) Muhammad Ali Varasteh to be Governor-General of Isfahan, 


(ii) Theahim Shahyan to be Farmandar of Sati and Deputy: Governor 

tiny cetera of azanderan 

iv) Hassan Khusrow Panah to be Farmandar of Isfahs 
Governor-General of the Provinge nn | Manan and Deputy 


(¥) Ghulam Hussein Kbushbin to be Under-Secretary in the Ministry of 
tistice 


(vi) Dr. Black to be Economic Assistant to Dr Millepangh, 


(ii) Mr. Pixley to be Financial Assistant to Dr. Millspaugh, 
: i Persian Forces. 
Appointments—Mititary. 
7—() Sipahbod Amir Ahmadi (F.0.16; M.A.23) and Satlashkars Had 
hagagi (0.210: "M.A. 30) ‘Amanat ‘Jahanbani (FO. 108; 
M-A- 183), nnd Hassan Arfa (F.0.90; MLA.37) to be Inopectors 
Of the army. 
(ii) Sarhang Musa Shahquli to be Military Prosecutor-General 


(ii) Sartip Abdullah Qal 0 ident of the Perma 
Court of Anat Galehbegi to be President of the Permanent Military 


ternal Securi 
Azerbaijan. Sigmon 

8. A well-known 
in the streets of Tabriz, 
and Seyyid Zia, and ch 
and I 


‘Up courage to order the 
sted and the 
ipal lieutenant. ager 





ey 


9. In Western) Azerbaijan the Kurds have again been on the’ warpath, 
attacking and looting villages in tbe neighbourhood of Rezaieh and even entering 
that town and occupying a hotel in the centre. Villagers flocked into Rezaich to 
demand protection. The Russian garrison took no action against the tribesmen, 
but Major-General Glinski, commanding Soviet troops in Azerbaijan, has leit 
‘Tabriz for Rezaich presumably to restore order. 

Par 

10. The Darashuri section of the Qushgai tribe has been encroaching ‘on 
Bakhtiari territory, bas carried off grain from some villages in that territory 
and came into conilict with a Bakhtiari shooting party which resulted in the 
exchange of shots and the wounding of a Bakhtiari Khan. Morteza Quli Khan, 
‘eho is not on good terms with Nasir Qushgai and was usually hostile to Nasir’s 
father, professing the greatest contempt for them both and for all Qushgais, ix 
greatly incensed and has asked Nasir whether these hostile acts had his appro 
or whether he, Morteza Quli, should assume that Nasir was unable to control 
his tribe. Tt would be interesting to know the true answer to this query 


Isfahan 

11. The operations for the disarmament of certain sections of the Bakhtiari 
(qe Summary No. 27/44,_ paragraph $) have been suspended. | The Persian 
Commander is believed to'have profited largely from sums paid by wome of the 
chiefs whom it was intended to disarm. 


Khuzestan. 
12. The punitive operation against the Arabs of the Mianab distrie 
Summary No. 20/44, paragraph 0) appears to be proce 
judged by Persian standards; and so far there have been no i 
‘other Arab areas. It seems generally to be accepted that the Mianab 
have got only what they deserve. A statement issued to the press by the General 
Staff claims that some forty Arabs have been killed by the Persian forces, that 
tho chiefs have submitted and that 540 rifles have been collected from the Arabs 
More reliable reports state that the four principal offenders among the chiets 
are still at large and pot the number of rifles collected at 4 more moderate igure. 
The punishment meted out will probably have a salutary effect on the Arabs 
generally, who may have been under the impression that the British authorities 
would restrain the Persian army from taking action, 
13, Tn a statement to the press the General Staff claimed that the army has 
made the following contributions to internal security :— 


(i In Fars, near Fasa, the well-known bandit Jan Firuzi hae been killed, 
eleven of his men captured and stolen anttials recovered, At Kazarut 
the troops are taking action against Jocal bandits 

(ii) Near Kermanshab, brigands who recently: held up UK.C.C- lorries have 
been captured. ‘The well-known brigand, Habib Hussein of the Kalhue 
tribe, bas been killed, 

(iii) On the Bam-Kerman road the brigands who have recently been holding 
up tho rond aye been captured. 


Russian A fairs, 


14. Newspapers known to be enjoying Russian support have recently been 
advocating revolution as the only means of delivering the Persian people from the 
‘oppression of the present ruling classes. Preparations for a red revolution, they 
siy, should be made now, so that when the time comes it can be directed towards 
the immediate establishment of a new régime on the ruins of the old. ‘The same 
Papers have also been giving some attention, to the matter of further oil 
concessions, for which applicants are now in Tehran. ‘The general line taken 
is that it is not suflicient to take commercial considerations only into account and 
togive concessions to the highest bidder: the political effects of piving a concess 
to a foreign country should be carefully weighed; if it were to go to America 
it was likely that Persia would find herself in political difficulties in the future, 

15, Reports are again current in Azerbaijan of an increase of Soviet 
armoared units on the Turkish frontier and of a general increase of Soviet troops 
in Tabriz and elsewhere in Azerbaijan. 
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16. The Russians are now reparted to have extended: their surveys) (coe 

Summary. No, 25/4, paragraph 18) tothe Gunabad district south of the Kal-i- 

‘Shur River, which bas hitherto formed the southern limit of Soviet penetration 
rassan, 

17, The Majlis has, to the great annoyance of the Tudeh party, invalidated 
the election of Pishavari, one of the Depaties forced on. "Tabriz by the Russians 
(see Summary No. 18/44, paragraph 7). 

18. | Major-General Rossov has succeeded Lieutenant-General Yarmaskeviteli 
as Chief of. Staff to Lieutenant-General Sovietnikov,.commanding all Russian 
forces in Persia, 


French Affaire 


19. The Persian Government has recognised the French Ce i ol 
National Liberation as the Provisional Government of rence vind! 





(1B 4569/422/84) No. 16. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received 31xt Ju 
(No, 208.) , . -<, 
,,, HIS Majesty's representative presents hin compliments to His Majesty's 
. Leeds CrOUrs i State for Foreign aoe and has the bonour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 29 for the period of 17th to 2 
July, 1944, compiled by the military ‘attaché to this parc ele ge 


Tehran, 2th July, VOA4. 


Enclosire ia No. 16, 
(Becret,) 


Military A ttaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 20 for the Period \7th July to 
Bird July, 1A 


Pereian Affairs 
Politioat 

1, There have been no developments of importance during th 
Dissonsions continue in the Cabinet. The Majlis ty inilated wi pride Tig 
courage in braving Rusian anger by throwing out the Tabeis Deputy, Pishavarh 
(sce Summary: No. 25/44; paragraph 17), and is now prepariuig itself to eject 
the other Deputy forved on Tabriz, Ipekchian, and the even mare scandalously. 
elected member for Ardebil, Sheikit Hussoin Lankorani, ‘The Majlis has seen 
telegrams sent by Sobeily, when Prime Minister, to the president of the Election 
Committe in ‘Tabriz giving the names of four Deputies whom the Russian 
insisted on having elected for Tabriz, the president's reply that the "election 
‘of these four would provoke a revolution in Tabriz and a further telegram from 
the Prime Minister saying that he had persuaded the Russians to be content with 
Pishavari and Ipekchian, whom the president mast get elected. 


Economic. 
2. ‘The Government tabled a Labour Bill in the Majlis on the 16th July, 
‘of which the principal points are:— 

2 empleyment of children under 13: 4 48-boir week one day's 
holiday with pay per week: a fortnight’s holiday with pay per year; no 
night work for children under 15 or for women: minimum wage in each 
Shabristan to be fixed hy spectal tribunal; permission to workers to form 
unions; differences etween_ employers and employees to be referred to 
regional tribunals; prohibition of the use of force or threats to coerce 
‘workers to strike of to join tinions. 


4. ‘The Shah bas donated 3 million rials for the construction of wells in 
the southern quarters of Tehran which have sulfered greatly this year from lack 
of water, 

4. ‘Two American experts have been engaged by the Persian Government 
to adv them on questions connected with the exploitation of Persian ol. They 
bave arrived in Tehran, 
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A ppointmente—Cicil. 
5.—{i) Sarhang Ali Akbar Darakshawi, to be Governor-General of Western 
Atarbisijan: 
(3) Isa Iteshami, to be Farmandar of Shabrud, 


fil) The appointment of Hassan Khosrow Pinah to be Fatmandar and 
Deputy Governor-General of Isfahan (see Summary No, 25/44, paragraph 8) 
fas been cancelled. 

(iy) Fagieh Zadeh, to be Fairmandar 6f Quavin. 

(y) Sartip Mubaminad Hussein Firuz haa arrived in Shiraz aid taken up 
his appointinent as Governor-General, 


Persian Forces 
A ppointment—Military. 
6. Sarhang. 1 Hashimi Hairi, to command the ‘Oth  (Ardebil) 
Brigade. 


Internal Security. 
Western Azarbaijan. 

7. The situation in Western Azarbaijan (seo Summary No, 28/44, para- 
graph 9) is now reported to have quietened down as the result of Russian 
insistence that the Kurds should return to their villages. But they did not 
take this action until disorder had: become, widespread, many villages sullering 
from Kurdish pillaging and several small gendarmerie posts being clinarmed. by 
Kurds, The Sovict authorities refused to allow the Persian military authoritios 
to take action; reinforcements of two companies of Persian troops sent from 
Tabriz to Khoi, with the permission. of the Soviet authorities in Tabriz, wore 
sent back by the Soviet commander in Khoi; and the proposal of the Persian 
Government to send reinforvements from Tehran to Rexaieh wax vetoed by tho 
Soviet authorities. It was not until the Persian authorities had been thoroughly 
dicredited in the eyes of the Kurds and of the villagers and townspeople, of 
Weateru. Azarbaijan that the Russians said the word that would havo checked 
the Kurds at any time. ‘The Persian Governinent hax now appointed military 
gorernor-general for Western Azarbaijan, 


Bakhtiari, 
B. It has been decided to. modify the plans for the dina: nt of out 
i, eections of the Chaharlang tribes (we Summary No, 27/44, paragraph 9 
nst the more truculent wections—the Abdulvand ni 
down to their more vulnerable winter quarters, 
continue to be applied to Khajeh Mehdi Quli, of the 

Moghui, to induce him to hand over his arms or more money. 


Khusistan, 

9, The operation against the Mian Ab Arabs (sce Summary No, 25/44, para- 
graph 12) has apparently been satisfactorily concluded. Over 000 rifles have 
foes collected and, with a few exceptions, the worst offenders haye been arrested, 
‘The troops have now begun the disarmainent of the Chananch and some of the 
‘Western Canby 


Russian A fairs 


10. Soviet policy in Azarbaijan is, in the opinion of His Majesty's Consul- 
General, fairly consistently designed to undermine and discredit the authority 
Of the Persian Government. Ifthe reent damurbanons at Tabriz (se Summary 
No. 35/44, paragraph §) atid the disorder in Western Azarbaijan (ace Summary 
No. 28/44, paragraph 9) were not deliberately instigated by the Russians, they 
were tolerated for the reason that they furthered Russian dosigns. They do 
ot attempt {o conceal their opposition to the American advisers and they 
thereby acquire some merit with the landlords and capitalists whose favour they 
seck equally with that of the proletarint. The departore of British military 
and UK CC. personnel has been interpreted as being due to the Russian desire 
to eliminate all other foreign influence from Azarbaijan. A further indication 
of the desire to interest Moslems of Persian Azarbaijan in Soviet Azarbaijan 
fs the proposal to send 200 young Persian Moslems to Baku for a year’s training 
in administration and economics 
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| Ul. His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabriz reports recent. arrivals in 
‘Tabriz of additional guns and tanks for the Soviet forces and an increase in the 
number of aircraft from about thirty to about sixty. See also Summary 
‘No. 28/44, paragraph 15. ts 

12. ‘The report in Summary No. 28/44, paragraph 16, that the Russians 
are now surveying south of the Kal i Shur River in KI as been proved 
tobe untrue. Their survey parties have not yet crossed that river 

13. ‘The matter of further oil, concessions in Persia continives to receive 
attention in newspapers under obligations to the Russians These are now 
claiming that the Soviet Government have still certain rights as regards the 
exploitation of oil in the Northern Provinces and that these provinces are closed 
to any other foreign Power. Every attempt is being made to arouse fear in 
the Persians of the possible political consequences of granting concessions to 
Americans, who, for the time being, are evidently regarded x being more 
dangerous than the British. Dr. Millspaygh is represented as having beet forced 
on the Persian Government to farther the interests of American oil hunters 

14. A new Soviet Consul-General, Abranoy, and Vice-Consul, Uzhurov, 
have arrived in Meshed. ‘The former was at Naples with the Soviet Mission to 
the Badoglio Government. Uzhuroy was previously at Kermanshah. 


British Affairs: 


15. The Shah and the Queen attended a hockey match between two Indian 
military teams, and the Queen gave away the prizes, 





4997 /422/34) No. 17 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Received 2rd August.) 
(No. 313) 

HIS. Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 30 for the period of the 24th July 
to 6th August, 1044, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 7th August, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 17. 
(Secret) 
Mititary Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 30 for the Period 
Mth July-Gth Awgust, 14. 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. 

ALTHOUGH Depaties express much discontent with the ineffectiveness of 
the Cabinet and there ts much talk of the necessity for a reconstruction with some 
now Ministers, there appears atill to be a majority in favour of the retention of 
Sa’ed as Prime Minister for the time being. Seyyid Zia is gaining increasing 
respect, but it seems to be generally considered that it is not yet time for him to 
take « bid for power The Tudeh members, sapported, it is commonly said, by 
the Shah, are trying to get a revision of the rejection of the credentials of 
Pishavart (sce Summary No. 28/44, paragraph 17) and to prevent the rejection 
of the credentials of Ipekchian and Shokh Hussein Lenkorani when they are 
‘considered by the Majlis. Meanwhile, very little legislative work gets done, Of 
twenty-eight Bills laid before the Majlis during the life of the present Govern- 
ment, only seven have been passed. One—the Bill to mobilise Government 
employees and factory workers, which was mentioned in Summary No. 18/44, 
paragraph Ine een reject None ofthe others has pase the first reading: 

2 The ex-Shah, Reza Pahlevi, died at Johannesburg on. the 26th July 
Conventional mourning customs have been ordered and observed in Tehran. The 
‘Tudeh Deputies refused to be associated with the Majlis’ conventional message 
of sympathy to the Shah.» The Tudeh press and some other papers have objected 
to any demonstration of mourning. 
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& Hassan Tagizadeb, Majid Abi and Anoshirvan Sipahbodi, Persian 
Ambassadors in London, Moscow and Angora respectively, have been summoned 
to Tehran for consultation. Mahinud Jam, Persian Ami wr in Egypt, has 
already arrived in Tebran. 


Economic. 

4. A Bill has been laid before the Majlis that would have nullified that part 
of Dr. Millspaugh’s regulations governing the collection of the coming harvest 
that related to the right of the Government to take the surplus grain of the 
‘peasant as well as of the landlord, - Dr. Millspaugh has, however, anticipated the 
decision of the Majlis by agreeing to cancel the regulation as far as it relates to 
the peasant's surplus, Tt was estimated that 60,000 tons of grain would have been 
‘obtained from that source. 

3. The weekly postal service between ‘Tehran and Bushire, to. which 
reference was made in Summary No, 25/44, paragraph 8, has been suspended, 


Appointments—Ciril. 
6. Hassan Suraj Hijazi to be Farmandar of Arak (Sultanabad), 


seen Internal Seourity. 


7 A meeting will sory ake place near Gumisbei betwoon Qavam-al Mul, 
i rai, Morteza Quit agi and a, representative of the Taj: 
ir Qushgat wishes to invite Abdu) 
srghanps to attend, but this is not regarded with favour 
the others, since Abdullah Khan has not yet made his peace officially with the 
wersiment. ‘The purpose of the meeting is to confirm the pact of friendship and 
co-operation made between Qayam-ul-Mulk and the Qashgai brothers, which was 
reported in Summary No, 96/44, paragraph 4, and to extend it to include the 
Bakhtiari Khans, ‘The meeting is no secret; the Governor-General of Fars has 
been invited to attend and the Shah is aware that it is to take place. twill 
almost certainly appear to the Russ step ina plan for the formation of & 
r0-British bloc of Lribes in South Porsia. Resistance to subversive Tudeb and 
fnssian influence is admittedly one of the objects of the originators, and for that 
reason it is viewed with favour by property owners in, the south, 


Fars. 

& Some activity in shown by Government forces in the pursuit of 
minor bandits. The General Staff, in communiqué to the pros, report the 
capture of five leaders of robber bands, 


Bakhtiari. 
Morteza Quli Khan, Governor of Bakhtiari, who was summoned to 
Tehran to answer complaints ‘made against bim (see Summary No. 27/44, 
waragraph 8), has now returned to Bakhtiari with the renewed confidence of the 
jovernment, though not of the Shak. He discomfited his enemies and made an 
armistice with his quarreleome relatives which is unlikely to develop into a 
lasting peace. He has agreed Co accept a representative of the rival branch of the 
family, the Haji Tkhani, as a subordinate associate in the Government of the 
tribe.” Dissension is, however, likely to break out again unless the Government 
comes to a decision on the matter of claims the Khans have for the restitution of, 
or compensation for, lands exchanged or sold under compulsion on the orders of 
Reza Shah. ‘The fate of these lands is not of great interest to the Bakhtiari 
tribesmen, but as long as the Khana are dissatisfied with the Government or with 
each other there danger of their stirring op the tibet to disorder, The 
Shah, perhaps mindful of the part the Bakhtiar! tribe has played. in the past 


‘against would-be dictatorial Shahs, is reported to have been none too content when 
be heard that the Khans had come to an agrwement among themselves and that 


Morteza Quii Khan had rather strengthened his position. Tn order to limit hin 
sphere of infoence, it has been suggested that the Chahar Lang tribes sould be 
rated from the Haft Lang and given a separate Governor. ‘This proposal 

{ie support of some of the Chuhar Lang Khans and of the General Stat 


Khuzestan. 

10. The Persian General Staff reports that 850 rifles had been collected 
from the Mianab Arabs and about twenty of the sheikhs had been arrested. From 
the Chananch some 300 rifles had been collected with little or no opposition. (See 
‘Summary No. 20/44, paragraph 9.) 















































Rissvian A ffairs. 


11. His Majesty's Consul-General in Azerbaijan rts that, in spite of 
all their efforts to ingratiate themselves with the populace’ the Russians Rei 
regarded with mistrust and suspicion by the great majority of the Moslems of 
Azerbaijan. Soviet officials have not attempted to conceal their annoyance at the 
rejection by the Majlis of Pishavari’s credentials (see Summary No. 25/44, 
Paragraph 17) and have taken the Governor-General roandly to task. Soviet 
Seas in Rabe z Raieiemer to work up demonstrations, and perhaps 
rate Ses in the of stampeding the Government into obliging 
12, After much discussion between the Persian G x 
Embusry in Tehran, the Russians have now agreed that: Persia forsee in 
Azerbaijan may have liberty of action to suppress disorder, but. they have 
stipnlated. that one garrison may not be reinforced from another, norm 
reinforcements be sent from outside the province. As Persian garrisons in 
fice ae very weak, their actions for the suppression of disorder are not 

13. His Majesty's Consul-General in Azerbaijan report Persian 
officials in Western Azerbaijan profess to have seen ‘recenth ly pele) ae 
Soviet hostility to Turkey and that Turkish officials were showing some nervous 
as toot pone Soviet pine (This was before Turkey broke olf relations 

h Germany.) Tn Sunumary No. 98/44, paragraph 3, it was report 
awn ingpited newspaper Darya had ndcused Markey of plolting spaleak ho 
integrity of Persia by claim ng iat there were in the country minorities with 
special affinities with the Turks. The consul-general in Azerbaijan comments 
that ‘Tork ial im that Brovince, show remarkably little political activity 

he evidence of “ail “Influence Pe 

att tat evidence of any desire to acquire influence among Persian 
newspaper Daryi, to which reference has ade in previous 
Sunumaried, has ceased. prbltation. les promoters scere Vo hace edited ae 
anticipate the suppression that could not have been long delayed having regard 
to the strong protests made by the Britlah Embassy against its provocativel 
Anirviah o aways pro asa) tone, 3 4 

in Summary No. 27/44, paragraph 13, somo evidence w 
Russian interest inthe Bakhuicet tebe: “A party of Rusatre seer aad’ ices 
‘with motor transport waa recently noticed at Shalamzar, 20 miles south of Shahr 
Kurd, in Bakhtiari tribal country. ‘The purpose of their visit there is nat known, 


French A fairs. 
16. 1,500 Alsatinns, who had heen conseripted into the German army and 


Jater taken prisoner ia Rosa, havo passed throvgh Tehran from Russia on route 


Polish Affaire. 


17. ‘The Polish Prime Minister, Mikolajcayk, and the Forsign Minister, 


Romer, arrived in Tebran from London and lett for Mc 
TK 'The wumber of civilian Poles i Persia on ihe BOth daly IDeh oe 
Men, Women. Children. Total, 
436, 1,561 410 ‘2407 
1S 74H LM6 2,002 
126 715 300, Lin 
2 2 Fi 4 
679-801 
Tehran, 6th Avgust, WHA. 
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(BE 5116/402/38) No. 18. 


Sit R. Bullard to Mr. Eiden—(Recvived Bri August.) 
(No. 820) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 31, for the period of the 7th to 
T3th August, 1044, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 14th August, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 18, 
Seoret,) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No- 81, for the period 7th August to 
a en geh Augst, 104. 2 


Persian A fairs. 
Potitioat. 

1. The Government is to bo interpellated ot the 17th August on a matter 
connected with the administration of the State railways. It is expected that 
the Prime Minister will «urvive the interpellation, but that he will be obliged 
to make some changes itv his Cabinet, Me will be urged to change, among others, 
the Minister of War, who in rogarded by te Majlis as boing a mere cypher, 
subservient to the Shab, 

2 A new party, calling itl! “Mardum,"” has been formed under the 
leadership of Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai, tho President of the Majlis: It 
includes nine members of the National Union (the, Tttifag-i-Milli) group in the 
Majlis—see Summary No, 13/44, paragraph 2—eight othor Deputies and 
‘Amatullah Ardalan, Minister of Commeros, Hbrahim Zand, Minister for Wan, 
‘and Murteza Quit Bayat, Minister without partfolio. Its manifesto, which 
tears some 160 names, says that the aim of the party ix to achieve the unity of 
the nation for the preservation of the freedom and independence of Persia and 
the restoration of the true principles of democratic government, | It calls. for 
Ue observance of social principles which it label in nachos ah we iatintn,” 
‘The party includes some known Shah's mon, and itis likely that. the Shatin 
favoured its formation. ‘The list of names attached to the. manifesto ia not 
impressive, and it is not considered likely that the party will bo constro 
or will support the American mission, 

3. Much attention has been given in the Persian press to an interview 
given by Dr. Millspaugh to the oewspaper Sitara, where he is quoted as having 
Said that his mission had teen sent to safeguard the independence of Persia 
‘America was the only country that had consistently champianed the independence 
Of Persia. If the American Mission, had not come, divotders would have broken 
Out all over the country. and that. would have resulted either in the complete 
occupation of North and South Persia by. the British and Russian armies 
fespectively: or in the occupation of Persia hy an international army’ or in, the 
fecsablishment of dictatorship. Dr. Millspavgh as born very severely criticised 
ty the Persian press for these statements, The porition of the American mission 
bas not visibly improved. . There is even suspicion, voiced in no uncertain terms 
by the Shah himself, that Dr. Millspaugh is deliberately trying to rain the 
‘economy of Persia in order to give America the excuse for taking Control of it. 
‘This is Russian propaganda c 

“L: ‘The Tudeh party, is now holding its first General Conference in Tehran. 
It is attended by 170 delegates, of whom the great majority is from the Northern 
Provinces, Tafaban sends seven, and there are representatives from Qum, Saveb, 
Saltanabad, Ahwaz, Durud and, Andimezhk, ‘The conference bas expelled 
from the party the Deputy for Babul because he took part in mourning ceremonies 
for Reza Shah; has dissolved the local committee at, Shahiravar for the same reason 
‘and expelled another member for,"" co-operation with reactionaries.” 

5. As it becomes more apparent to Persians that the war will end not 
merely in the defeat of Germany but in. the complete destruction of German 
owed, theit vision of the future is filled by a. Russia, freo of anxiety in the West 
Poy the East, and of unchallengeable supremacy in Central Asia. In Russia's 
Tegard for her pledged word they have no confidence: whatever. Of Trussia’s 



























































designs on the Northern Provinces they are convinced. Of the efficacy of British 
or American support they are doubtful, In Russian policy in Persian Azarbaijan 
‘combined with Russian opposition to appointments or measures that might lead 
to the strength of stability of the Central Government they see the resolve £0 
create w situation that. will lead to the outbreak on the withdrawal of Russian 
troops of a greater disorder than the Persian Government can remedy and an 
appeal from tutored parties in Azarbaijan for Russian intervention. It is not 
diflicult to find evidence on which to base sucha theory. What Russia may do 
overshadows all other considerations in the minds of men of property and wealth. 
Some such as Qavam es Sultaneh and General Mugaddam, lately Governor- 
General of Azarbaijan, toady to the Russians; others are considering liquidating 
their property with a view to transferring their capital abroad. 


Beonomic. 

6, In reply to a question in the Majlis asking for information about the 
Government's negotiations with oil-concession hunters known to. be in Tehran 
the Prime Minister replied - Tn October and November 1943 two representatives 
of the Shell Company arrived in Tehran with proposals for the grant of a con 
cession in South-East Persia. They were followed in February 1044 by a repre- 
sentative of the Standard Oil Company with proposals for the same area and 
about the same time the Sinclair Oil Company informed the Government that 
they were also making proposals for a concession. To assist the Government in 
studying thew variour propouls for a concession two American experts, Messrs. 
Hoover and Curtis, were engaged as advisers and they wore now in Tehran 

The leader of the Tudeh party in the Majlis protested against. the eugage- 
ment of Americans to advine on a question in which American oil companies 
wore interested. 


Appointmentecieit 
7, Mubsin Tarbati to be Furmandar of Dasht-i-Mishan in Khuzoztan, 


Persian Forces. 
Army 
8. ‘The Minister for War has tabled two Bills, one of which makes it now 
crime for an officer to deaw pay for imaginary employees or to employ ax his 
sorvants more men paid from army sources than the regulations permit or to hire 
‘out mon from tho army budget for his own profit; the other. specified 
Puoiahmnts awardabe wo military perwunel who use army tranaport for thoir 
own profit 


9. In an interview with the reporter of a Persian newspaper 
Col, Schwarzkopf gave an outline of his ambitious scheme for the reorgani 
of the gendarmerie. He sid that after a lengthy study of social, economic and 
tpzicaitural conditions his plane woe now nary ready to be pu uo exncation 
fo didnot mention that vey require more than twice as much ‘money as 
Dr. Millspaugh is prepared to allot He said he had already instituted schools 
for ollicers and n.cos.. Asked what be had done to improve the morale tone of 
the gendarmerie, Col. Schwarzkopf replied that only in rare cases was he able 
to get definite evidence of corruption, He admitted that he had not yet succeeded 
in eliminating all theft, bribery and oppression, but he claimed that be had 
redluced these crimes. 


A ppointments—military. 
10.—(i) Sarhang Mohammed Reza Shahandeh to command the 00h (Korash) 
‘Brigade. 
{i Sasha Absa ea Hijazi to be Military Governor of Tehran. 
(iii) Staif Sachang Abbas Hidayet to be Deputy Director of Army 
‘Transport. 


Internal Security 


11. Two of the Arabs arrested after the operations in. the Mianab area— 
see Summary No, 30/44, paragraph 10—have been hanged for highway. robbery 
and several others have been condemned to death. The effect, as far as itis known 
‘at present, has been good. 





Russian A flairs. 
12. Reports from so many sources epesk of considerable recent inereases in 
the number af Rossian troops fn the Sharpor-Mako area of Western Azerbaijan 
that it may be accepted that there has been some increase. From fairly reliable 
sources it is reported that there are Soviet tanks in notable numbers in Shahpur, 
Khoi and at Bazergan on the Turkish frontier. Under orders from the Soviet 
commander air raid precautions have been instituted in Sharpur. These dis- 
Positions are interpreted locally as Russian menaces against Turkey. Russian 
policy towards the Kurds is also suspected of being directed with a view to 
their being used against the Turks. iy i 
15, A party of Russian officers and nico recently visited Bushire for 
‘a few days and stayed at the old Russian Consulate, This is probably the party 
reported in Summary No, 30/44, paragraph 15, 


Polish Affairs. 
14, M. Mikolajezyk, the Polish Prime Minister, and his party returned from 
Moscow on the 10th Angust and left for London on the following day. 


American A fairs, 


15, Mr, Leland Morris, American Ambassador designate to Persia, hax 
arrived in Tehran. 


Tehran, 18th Awgust, 1944 





(B 9817/422/34) No, 19. 


‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 3st August’) 
(No. 331) 

HIS. Majesty's representative presenta hie compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 32 for the period of the 14th to 
the 20th August, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 21at August, 194. 


Enclosure in No, 19. 
(Becret.) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 82 for the period 
14th to Wth Auguat, 1944. 


Persian A {faire 
Potitical. 

1. The interpellation of the Government has been postponed until next 
wreak, the Deputies having teen unable to make up their minds as 10 what they 
want in the way of 4 Cabinet. They wished the Primo Minister to reconstitute 
the Cabinet before the interpellation, but he prefers to wait and see if he will be 
given a vote of confidence. ts 

2. Yet another political party bas been formed, the © Kars’ under the 
leadership of Dr. Musharraf Nafisi (F.O. 154, M.A, 190). It published the usual 
admirable programme with perhaps less than the usual insincerity, for Dr. Nafisi, 
Although unpopular on account of his blont, angracious manner, is gennine in 
his desire for better things. He believes, and includes it in his party programme, 
that Persia should b ‘administered by Persians for the benefit of Persians. He 
disagrees strongly with some of Dr. Millspavgh’s measures. The first issue of 
the party newspaper, Pand, enquires why the Allies should keep s0 many troops 
Ieper. especially in places like Khorasan which are very remotely concerned 
with the war. 















































3. The matter of Dr. Millspaugh’s remarks published in the Sitara, to 
which reference was made in Summary No. 31/44, paragraph 3, has been, raised 
in the Majlis, Strong exception was taketi to Dr. Millspaugh’s claim to be the 
defender of Persian independence against Persia's allies The Prime Minister 
‘was asked what action was being taken by the Government since the Government 
was responsible for public statements made by its employees, of whom 
Dr. Millspaugh was one 

4. The meeting between thie three potehtates of South Persia, referred 10 
in paragraph 8 below, attracted some attention in the press, meeting with the 
approval of some newspapers and provoking others to. siiggestions that it, wax @ 
dangerous plot against. the independence of Persia organised by foreigners 
There is some anxiety lest the Russians, telieving the agreement between the 
Southern tribes to be a British move, may attempt to form a similar union, under 
their influence, among the tribes of Azerbaijan, ‘The Shah is suspicious that 
unity in the south may not be in his ultimate interest 


Economic, 

5. The Cabinet has approved the formation of a Supreme Economic Council 
to act in an advisory capacity to the Government. Tt will be composed of twenty 
four members, of whom eighteen will be nominated for a period of three years 

decree of the Cabinet on the proposal of the Prime Minister and six will be 
lected by those eighteen. The duty of this council will be to advise the Govern- 
‘ment on all those matters which ary within the province of Dr, Millspaugh's 
mission 


Appointments—Civil 
6—(i) Ghulam Hussein Thtehaj (0. $9, MA. 117) to be Mayor of Tehran, 
(i) Zoin-ul-Abedin Rahnoma (0-186, MA. 237) to be Persian Minister 

‘at the headquarters of the Fighting French at Algiers 


Persian Forces, 

7. Ton of the fifteen Anson aircraft to be given to the Persian Government 
in exchange for the Mohawk airoraft taken from them in 1941 have been delivered 
in Tehean, having been flown. from Cairo by Persian pilots—see also Summary 
No. 28/44, paragraph 6. 


Internal Seourity. 
South Pervia, 

8. ‘The meeting between the Quvam-ul-Mulk, Mottera Quii Bakhtiari and 
Nasir Quahgai, referred. to-in Summary No. 80/44, paragraph 7, resulted in 
satisfaction to at least the two former, Nusit’s views are not known. It was 
conducted in a friendly spirit and all three signed « document pledging themselves 
not to inst the interests of the Allies, to consult together before taking 
‘any action affecting each other's or their mutual interests and to stand together 
to protect their common interests. At Navir's  & paragraph was added 
to the effect that Abdutiah Zarghampur Boir Ahmadi would be allowed to adhere 
to tis pact if be wished to doo, Abdollah Zarghampar is at present meeting 
with much opposition in his own tribes and it ix doubtful whether his adherence 
will be of much value. He has appealed to Nasir for assistance, bat it is reported 
that Nasir would now willingly get rid of his long-standing commitment to stand 
by Abdullah, Zarghampar. 


Bokhtiari 

9% The Persian General Staft report some 300 rifles haye been collected 
without opposition from Moghui and Zilleki. sections. of the Chabar Lang 
Bakhtiari—each tribe has been allowed to keep twenty-five for its own protection. 
‘The troope are now being withdrawn to Isfahan. See Summary No, 29/4, 
paragrup! 


Khuzestan. 
10. Five more of the Arabs arrested after the disarmament operations in 

Mianab have been hanged, making seven in all—sce Summary No. 31/44, 

paragraph 11, AN reliable reports gree tht the fleet on the Arabs generally 
een good. 
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Kurdistan. 

11. "Some sections of the Jaf tribes who had migrated from Traq to Persia 
refused to obey the anders of the Persian Government regarding the payment of 
grazing fees. Troops of the Saqgiz and Senneh garrisons were sent to enforce 
obedience. In the ensuing clash the Jaf suffered twenty to thirty casualties and 
‘were driven into Traq. The Persian troops report two casualties and the 
death of a khan of the Tilekuh tribe who were supporting the troops 


Shahrud 
12° ‘An anti-Bahai riot occurred at Shahrud in which several persons were 
Killed, Order was restored by the Persian and Russian authorities, 


Tehran, 20th August, 1944. 





(B 8426/422/98) No. 20, 


~ Sir R. Bullard £0 Mr. Eden-—(Received 9th September) 
(No. 388) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign AGairs and has the honour to tranathit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 83 for the period of the 21st to 
ith Anguat, LMA, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 28th August, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 20, 

(Georet,) 

Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 88 for the Period 2V4t Auguat' to 
2th August, 104. 


Persian A fairs 
Political. 

1. The Goveraniént revigned on the uh August atid Sa‘. promised tho 
support of eighty-five Deputies of the Azad, Miban and Tttifaq-i-Melli groups, 
hhas been entrusted with the formation of a how Cabinet, Presumably the three 
groups above mentioned will dictate its composition. Some Deputies, perhaps 
a majority, are demanding a complete change. Tt ix unlikely that the unity of 
these grotips in support of Sa'éd or of any aint will ast for long, and it in genorally 
‘onnidered that the ew Cabinet, However’ composed, will’ be but stop-gap 
Administration. Seyyid Zia is being spoken of more ‘and siore as tho eventual 
most suitable successor to Sa'ed; but Seyyid Zia himself docs not think that 
he can yet count on sufficient solid support. “Relations between him and the 
Shah have recently improves outwardly, and Seyyid Zia's supporters find cause 
for optimism in a recent long interview he had with the Shah which he reported 
as having been satisfactory and as having resulted in.a large measure of agree: 
tment on important points of policy. The Russians, however, show no signs of 
reducing their opposition to Seyyid Zia, and it is too early yet to accept as 
the Shah's apparent inclination towards faith in his virtues, 

2. An analysis of the 128 Deputies who havo taken their seats in the Majlis 
shows that sixty-five are themselves landowners, thirteen come from the commer- 

ial and industrial classes, four are priests. Of the remaining forty-six a number 
wwe been elected through. the ce of landlords and merchants whose 
rests they serve. The majority Deptities, therefore, represent no, 
political party, nor do they stand-for any political principle, ‘nor even for the 
interests of the constituency from which they have been elected. Indeed, some 
of them are not even known in their constituencies It is consequently not 
surprising that attempts to form a stable partyin the Majlis have Mitherto met 
with no success. Groups are formed which coalesce or disintegrate for some 


Brey. temporary. or local reacn. ‘The 14th Majlis hae sbown ever less sense 
of publio ity and less.tinity than the 13th, and during the x 8 
Fall responsibility an ig the xix months 


of its life practically no legislation. (See also Summary No. 30/44. 
paragraph 1.) The three years of parliamentary government that ‘the country 





















































has experienced since the abdication of Reza Shah have done nothing to dispel 
doubts of Persia's fitness for democratic government, Indeed, the conviction 
grows chat no Government can function effectively while dependent for approval 
‘on so mercurial and irresponsible a body. The Shah wishes to form the Senate, 
which is provided for in the Constitution, possibly with the idea of closing the 
Majlis while preserving in the Senate some slight appearance of regard for the 
Constitution, He is the more inclined to this idea in that he bas the right of 
appointing thirty of the sixty members of the Senate. 

3. A report om the proceedings of the Tudeh party conference (see Summary 
No. 31/44, paragraph 4), has been published in the party press Among the 
resolutions were: to fight Seyyid Zia and other dictatorial elements; to 
‘oppose all foreign advisers from whatever country they come; to oppose the grant 
of any economic concession that may weaken the economic independence of the 
Persian nation; to support friendly relations with all freedom-loving nations 
‘on a basis of mutual respect and complete recognition of the political and economic 
independence of Persia; to encourage the development and consolidation of 
labour unions and organise peasants and officials, Approval was given to the 
action of the Tudeh Deputies in fighting Seyyid Zia and the illegal actions of 
the American advisers. Dissatisfaction with the present control and organisation 
of the party was shown by resolutions to ensure better accounting for the party's 
funds, to tighten up party discipline, to ensure better co-operation between 
centre and branches, and to. purge the party of doubtful elements. The 
dominating personalities at the conferen appear to bave been Ovnnasian the 
Deputy for Armouians of the north, and Radmanish, Deputy for Lahijan. ‘The 
former was trained at the Sociological College in Moscow and has speat many 
‘years in prison for Communist activity i 

“he Government has decided to prohibit the pilgrimage to Mecca this 
year is far as Persian subjects are concerned. 


Economie. 

5. The National Bank reports that notes in circulation now amount to 
6,190,500,740 rials ont ofa total of notes printed to the value of 8212-405 084 rake 

6, ‘That prominent Deputy; Dr. Musaddiq, recently proposed in the Majlis 
that the Government ahould charge the Allies twice the cost price of any wheat 
delivered to them. He alleged that inthe twelve months April 1943 to March 1944 
the Allies had taken 100,000 tons of wheat, It is now a recognised Persian 
pmctice to use the word " Allies" when complaining of Russian actions, but to 
refer categorically to British and Americane in similar circumstances. The 
proposal was unanimously approved 


Appointments—Civil, 


7—(i) Sherif Darakehi to be Farmandar of Birjand 
(ii) Hadi Shahinaze to be Farmandar of Shafarud 
(iil) Shahpur Mihan to be Farmandar of the new Shabristan of Pahlevi 
(iv) Ahmad Zelli to be Director-General of Customs, 


} Persian Forces, 
Appointments—Military. 


8. Army 
i) Sartip Baharmast to be Quartermaster-General of the Army 
fh oe Doers hs aceon sh oe 
(iii) Sarhanig Mibna to be Director of Personnel. 
Padirmeir 
iv) Sarhang Humayun to be Chief of Staff, 
(¥) Sarhang Musheri to be Director of Operations. 
(vi) Sarhang Gudarzi to be Director of Personnel, 
Sathang Jahansuzi to be Director of Plans 
Sashang Mu'tazadi to command the Lat (Centeal) District 
Sarhang Shams Mulk Arai to command the Khuzestan District 
x) Sarhang Ma’zi to command the Isfahan Regiment. 
Sathang Maulavi to command the Kermanshah Regiment. 
Sarhang Nurbaksh to command the Kerman Regiment. 
Sarbang Fariburs to command the Shirar Regiment. 
Sarhang Ishqi to command the Mazanderan, Regiment. 
Naib Sarhang Amir Parvizi to command the Tabriz Regiment. 





w 


KA Gala, Internal Security. - 

9. The opposition to Abdullah Khan Zarghampur, which was mentioned 
in Sommary Nov 32/44, paragraph 8, is being encouraged by the Persian military 
authorities in Khuzestan, who appear to be endeavouring to forms coalition of 
those Boir Ahmadi chiefs who resent Abdullah Khan's attempts to impose himself 
as chief on all the Boir Abmadi tribes. The chief of one section of the Mamassant 
also shows some inclination to, join the opposition, who. are alleged: to, be 
receiving ammunition from the Persian military authorities. Abdullah Khan 
has appealed to Nasir Qushgai to implement his promise of support. The object 
of the Khuzestan military authorities, which is said to have the approval of the 
Shah, is to break up the combination of the southern tribes and to weaken them 
by provoking them to fight each other. . The Governor-General of Fars is, however 
of the opinion that this provocation is likely only to. create disorder and.he is 
recommending the abandonment of this policy. 


Russian A flairs 

10. At a meeting ih the Armenian Club in Tehran it was decided that 
Persian Armenians should be asked to contribute funds for the equipment of 
tank regiment for the Soviet Army, to be named after the Armenian genial 
Bagramian, ‘ a 

11. Daring the current month 2400 Rassian ex-prisoners of war, liberated 
‘on European fronts, have been handed over to the Soviet authorities in Tehran 
by the British military authorities. 


Cerchostorak A fairs 


12. A mixed military and civil official mission, including a reprosentative 
of the Czechoslovak Government and three general officers, passed through Tehran 
‘on their way to Moscow. 


Tehran, 27th August, 1044 


[B 6646/42/34) No, 21 
Sie R. Ballard to Mr. Eden—(Reveieed Voth September:) 





(No. 45.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents hia compliment to His Majesty 
Principal Secretary of State for Forvign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 34 for the period of the 23th August 
to the 3rd September, 1944, compiled hy the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, Ath September, 194 


Enclosure in No. 21 

(Seoret) 

Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No, 34 for the Period 28th August to 
Bed September, W944. 


Pabcar Persian A fin 
1. THE following Cabinet was presented to the Shab on the Stet August : 
Prime Minister and Minister for Forvign Affairs: Muhammad Sa’ed 
Maragheb. 
War: General Muhammad Hussein Birus (F.0, 72; MA. 04) 
Education = Bagir Kazemi (F.0. 110; M.A. 142). 
Justice Allahyar Saleh (EO. 198; MA. 25%) 
Finance : Ali Asghar Zarinkafsh (E.0. 236; M.A. 309). 
Commerce and Industry: Dr. Mubammad Nakhai (F.0, 157) 
Interior: Mubaminad Surat (0, 21) 
Posts and Telegraphs: Yusuf Mushar. 
Communications: Muhammad Nariman. 
Health: Dr, Manuchihr Iqbal (Acting) (FO. 94), 
Agriculture ; Vacant. 
Without Portfolio: Khali! Eahiti (F.0:507 MLA‘ &9)° 
(29955) 
















































































Only the Prime Minister andthe Minister without Portfolio were in the 
evions Cabinet. Of the others Baqir Kazemi, Allahyar Saleh and Muhammad 
Narimian have previonsly held Cabinet rank. the two last-named for very brief 
periods.” Zarinkafsh, Nakhai, Sururi and Iqbal have recently been relatively 
satisfactory Under Scoretaries, 

2 The ministers were selected! from the list of twenty-five presented to the 
Prime Minister by the three groups, referred to in Summary No. 38/44. para- 
graph 1, who had combined for the purpose of Cabinet-making. The Tudeh party 
and the’ independent members were strongly opposed to the intervention of the 
Majlis in the selection of ministers, and the former were opposed to the return of 
Sa'ed as Prime Minister. When the Cabinet came to be presented to the Majlis 
the Tudeh and independent members absented themselves, with the result that 
there was ot the necewary quorum to make the presentation legal. Nove 
Prophesies more than w abort life, measored ty most prophets in days: for this 

Cabinet, General Firuz has not yet accepted his womination, 


Appointments—Cieil 
3. Ismail Mebdi to be Persian Consul-General in Baku. 


Internal Security 
Kuh-isGatu. 

4. ‘The Persian Government has enjoined caution, on ite military author 
ities in Khuzestan in their encouragement of the coalition opporedt to Abdullah 
Zarghamput, since they are not yet in a position to take advantage of hostilities 
Which might involve the Mamamani and Qashgai tribes on opposite sides and 
‘might lead to a situation which the Persian authorities could not contra he 
aime time they want to keep the Opposition simmering and they will probably 
nat discourage resintance by other Boir Ahmadi chiefs to Abdullah Zarghatpur's 
aattempta to impose his authority over them, See Summary No. 33/44, paragraph & 


Western Azerbaijan. 
6 Following on action by the Persian authorities i ejecting Persian Herki 
Kurds under the troublesome chief Zero Beg from roveral villages tn the Darandux 
istrict and the extablishment there of gendarmerie posts, reports were current 
that Herki tribesmen from Iraq and armed followers of Mullah Mustafa had 

ier and were be ned by Mamerh and Begzadel 
tribesmen. Their intention war maid to be to drive the Persian authorities from 
Rezaieh and to wot up a Kurdish administration. A later report said th 
negotiations between the tribes, who had concenteated in Margivar, andthe 
commander of the Persian. gondarmerie in Rezaich, supported by a Russian 
official, the tribex had dispersed. peacefully. 


Syrian A fairs 
6. The Persian Government has recognined the Government of Syria 


Russian Affairs 


military ‘party which was recently reported in Bakhtiaei 
—see Summary No. 30/44, paragraph 15—made enquiries as to the number of 
farms in possession of the southern tribes and whether arms are reaching these 
tribes from any source. Frotn comments in the Tudeh press it seems that the 
Russians believe the pact recently made between the three tribal representatives 
Of the south (although Qavam ul Mulk can hardly be sad to represent the Khamseh 
tribes nowadays) to have been engineered by the British as a defensive or pethaps 
offensive measure against the Tudeh. On the other hand, the Shah has given as 
reason for the recent collection of arms from certain sections of the Chahar Lang 
‘Bakhtiar his belief that Russian agents had recently been intriguing among those 
ribes. 
ita sacdep party held in Tabriz in aid of Rei! Army charities the sum 
‘million rinks is sai wwe been collected. The methods used to extort 
‘subscriptions were the usual blackmail and threats, 


Tehran, 3rd September, 1944. 
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(B 5955/42/95) No, 22) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Received 20th September.) 

(No. 385: It z 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 

herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 95 for the period of the 4th to 
17th September, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 18th September, 1944. 


Enclosure in No, 22. 
(Secret) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 35 for the Period 
‘Ath-I7th September, 1944. 


Persian Affairs. 
Political. 
OPPOSITION in the Majlis has successfully managed to prolo 
crisis by a spate of talk and criticism which has lasted throughout t and 
postponed the taking of a vote on the Government's progranime. It is generally 
expected that the Government will have a majority when the vote is taken, but 
it can have: no confidence that it w hog be able to enjoy the support of 
majority. General Firuz has not accepted his appointment a8 Ministor for Wat, 
Indeed, it is reported that he has definitely refused on the grout Uhat he does 
not wish to be associated with a Government which has no hope of any eflective 
achievement, 4 ‘ 
2. The Cabinet has adopted the programme of its predecessor (eo Summary 
No. 13, paragraph 3) with the following additions :— 
(a) The safeguarding of public. secarit matting into execution the 
(0) Ti anciple of laws the antonomy ofa judicinry and the suppression 
‘Of all clements of disorder. 
(0) ‘The stabilisation of prices and the reduction of the cost of living: 
‘energetic suppression of hoarding. ‘i 
(©) The execution of the law of compuliory primary education and the 
revision of programmes of inatructi 
(d) Restrictions on the cultivation of opi 
(©) Reform of the electoral law: 


Economic. 
& 'The Persian press tates that the value of imports in the year 
March 1943-March 104 was 1,527.238,672 rials and in’ the previous year 
1,813,010,582 rials, ‘The valuo of exports in 143-44 was 703,086,178 rials and 
in the previous year 567,719,058 rial ! 
‘4. The Ministry of Health gives the following figures of the incidence of 


certai in Persia — 
certain diseases in Persi ‘Namber of Gavee 
‘reported. Deaths. 


‘Typlus (December 1042 to December 1943) 12912 117 
Sxalipos (March 1943 to March 1944) 1.253 425 
Malaria (March 1042 to March 1943)... ... 208,550 735 


‘The number of unreported cases probably exceeds the above figures in the case 
of malaria, 


Persian Forces, 
Arm 

‘3, Ithas been slecided not to proceed with General Ridley's scheme for the 
organisation at cach divisional headquarters of independent recruit training 
centres under the control of a central training staf” The scheme, was never 
popular with the present Chief of Stafl,or with divisional commanders, Only 
frTtehram had sacha centre been fully organised, but during the months i¢ war 
in operation it had never been provided with efficient, instructors or with 
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necessary equipment. It has now been abolished. Recruits will in, future be 
trained, as before, in regiments. 

6." According to the Chief of the Stall, Dr. Millspaugh has agreed to find a 
forther 15 million tomans for the army budget for the remaining six months of 
the ourrent financial year, It.ia not yet known from what source this amount is 
to be obtained—whether by reducing the allotments to other Ministries, by 
increased taxation or by borrowing. 

7. The remaining five Anson air¢raft due to the Persian Government have 
now arrived in Tehran and have heen delivered to the Persian air force (se 
Summary No. 32/44, paragraph 7). 


A ppointments—Military. 
iviiatl) Sartip “AL! Akbar She'ri to command 7th (Kerman and Mekran) 
Division, 
(ii) Sarhang Mir Hussein Hashimi to command 6th (Luristan) Division, 
(i) Serhang, MabanadAlmed Sartipi to te Prove 
iv) Sartip Gholam "Ali Ansari-to be an Army Inspector, 
(¥) Sarhang Neisar to be Military Governor of Mababad, 


Internal Security. 
‘extern Azerbaijan, 

9, From several sources reports have been received to the effect that the 
movement for Kurdish independence is gaining strength in the Mababad area. 
Five ixsuex have now boon made of the paper of the movement, the Nishtman, 
which, is belioved to be written mostly in Mahabad and is known to be printed in 
Tabrik with the help of the Russians, ‘The Russians aro genorally suspected of 
being behind the movement; they are certainly watching it without disapproval 
‘The Persian authorities are growing increasingly anxioon, ‘They are still trying 
to get Russian approval to the location of an adequate Persian gorriron at 
Mahabad. Meanwhile, they have posted military officers nx Governors of Mahabad 
‘and Sardasbt, although their authority i likely to be only nominal. ‘They are 
‘also considering plans for the extension of Government's authority in thowe parte 
of Kurdistan where the Russians do not. impose restrictions on military 
‘movements. 


Kermanshah, 

10, A report has been received that Hama Rashid of Boneh, who was in 
rovolt against the Persian Government in 1042, han attackod apothor Kurdish 
chief, Mahmad Kanisenani, veri him out of his village of Meriyan, Hoth 
these chiofs have for the past two years enjoyed a lo degree of autonomy 
in their areas and haye accepted responsibilit for the maintenance 
of order, Mahmud Kanisenani is now for the intervention of Persian 
troops. Kurdish chiefs cannot for long refrain from demonstrating to the 
Persian Government the necessity for the establishment of firm Government 
authority in Kurdish territor 

11. Two Kalkhani chiefs, Rashid-es-Sultanch and Rashid Agha, who had 
for some ‘months been under detention by the Persian authorities, recently 
absoonded and returned to their tribal country. Operations for their recapture 
were initiated: by Persian troops, and these soay have helped to drive, the 
abscondets into the territory of a hostile tribe, where one was killed and the other 
‘wounded and captured. ‘The prestige of the Persian Government is now considered 
to have been vindicated. 


Bakhtiari. 
12, ‘The Per 

of arms from the M 

haye now been completed and that 

information is that about 700 rifles. ba: 

are still some 2,000 rifles with the Mamivand. 


Fare 

1, The Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, travelling by car on the 
10th September, was shot up about 6 miles north of Shiraz. A Persian 
Government lorry which was following lim was beld up and rifled. The brigands 
hhave mot yet been identified, 
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Russian Affairs. 


14, The Russians aré increasing the scope of théit’ activities in Persia. 
‘They recently opened a hospital in Tabriz for the benefit of Persiaus, and there 
are rumours that they are considering opening hospitals in Isfahan and Shiraz. 
‘They have announced that Iransovirans, the Soviet transport organisation 
operating in Persia for the carriage of supplies to Russia and for Russian 
military needs, is organising services in South Persia, An office has been opened 
in Isfahan, and owners of transport under contract to the Persian Road Transport 
Department are being bribed or otherwise induced to transfer their services 
to Trapsovtrans. Merchants are bei and are’ being offered rates 

than those of the Persian Transport Department, with no obligation 
to pay anything until the goods are safely delivered. ‘In East’ Persia also, now 
that that ronte is no longer to be operated for supplies to Russia, lorry drivers 
employed by the U.K.C.C. are joining the Tndch party and offering their services 
to Trameovtrana: ‘The Poraied. Government haa been’ parsaaded to eogage two 
Russian experts for the Ministry of Agriculture to combat the spread of 
epizootic diseases These experts will. have ample excuse for travelling aid 
maki vestigations all over Persia. Some anxious excitement has been caused 

rsians by the Cre ng of a Russian military camp near the old city 

6 miles south of Tehran, and by reports that the Russian military 
auuhories are renting houses in the tows of TFetira which are ail ited 10 8 
to command some important building or the reidetce of tome important persot 
‘The Russians say that their camp near Ray is for the reception of farther feet ice 
of ex prisaners of war wham they expect. from Faypt. Attar invetigation at 
the camp those for repatriation to Russia will be entrained at the adjacent 
station ‘Confirmation has not yet heen obtained of the reporta.of the ranting, 
of boas, 


British Affaire. 
15. His Excellency Sir Reader Bullard retarned. to Te 
8th September and reassimed charge of His Majesty's Eembiary ae 


P.5—The Cabinet, war given a vote of confidence on the evening of 
17th September, 78 of the 100 Deputies preseat roLing Ih that favour 8 






























































CHAPTER IV.—SAUDI ARABIA. 


(B 3985/3085 /25) 


Me. Jordan to Mr, Kden—(Receieed 7th July) 
(No. 61) 

HIS. Majesty's Chargé d'Af—aires at Jedda presents his compliments to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the bonour 
to transmit to him herewith the aninual report om the heads of foreign missions 
in ledda, 


Seda, Vet Duty, 1A 


Enclosure in No, 23. 
Report on Heads of Foreign Missions in Jedda, Vet July, OW 
(Paaages marked with an asterisk ure taken from previous reports) 


Fighting France. 

*M, Roger Maigret has returned to Jedda as Délégué ” of Fighting France. 
Ho was chargé daflaires and Iter French Minister in Jedda from 1920 to 1935 
(wo report for 1997). He ix being accorded by the Saudi Arabian Goveroment, 
ax a porsonal courtesy, all or nearly all the privileges of the head of a foreign 
mission. 

Tt is difficult to see what useful role can be played by a representative of 
Fijghting France i this country at present. France, whether Fighting or not, bax 
lout any’ prestige she ever had here, and Tha Saud has described the Fighting 
French as just another alice from the same old loaf. 

M, Maigret professes to be a firm adherent of the Allied cause, and it ix 
bolioved that he was one of the first in Syria to rally to de Gaulle. His mentality, 
however, is revealed by the fact that he considers that any representative of 
France in Jedda, even an admittedly incompetent and shifty M. Ballereau with 
his declared hostility to the Allies, is better than none, 

An far as ie kiown, M. Maigret bolts no communication with his Vichy 
colleague. (Written in January 1943,) 

‘Since his return from leave in Decembor 1143 he has remained very much to 
himwolf, taking no part in social activities. His health is feeble and was further 
impaired by a long illness in the spring of 14. The running of the délégation 
Han been left in the slippery hands of Maitre Bover, a Syrian lawyer educated 
in France, 


Iraq. 

“Jamil Pasha Ar-Rawi was in Jedda from November 1099 to 1941 as Traqi 
Chargé d'Affaires. After two years at Kabul he has now returned to Jedda as 
Minister. He presented his credentials on the 4th March, 1943. 

He served during the war of 1914-18 first in the Turkish forces and then 
with his close friend Nuri Pasha ax Said in the Arab forces. Was principal 
military aide-de-camp to King Hussein. 

Jamil Pasha is a very pleasant and friendly colleague, but his health is not 

He is married, but his wife does not appear in masculine society. (Written 
in 1943.) She has now (194) started “ coming out ” however. 


Nothertands. 

“Daniel yan der Meulen has, owing to the internment in Holland of the titular 
chargé d’aflaites, Dr. Dingemans, returned to Jedda, where from 1926 to 1931 he 
was consul and inter chargé d'affaires. He had just been promoted resident in 
the Dutch Colonial Service, and is merely seconded for the duration of the wa 
He is an authority on the Arabic language and customs and speaks good English 
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and French. He is a most loyal supporter of the Allied cause. His wife, who 
is said to have some Javanese blood, bas great charm of manner and is most 
helpful in counteracting her husband's occasional tendency to pessimism, Four 
of their children are in Holland. (Written in 1941.) 

*M. van der Meulen made a trip to the Yemen by land in the summer of 1942. 
In his opinion his trip did much to counteract Axis propaganda in the Yemon 
land. served to show the Yemenis that the Netherlands was still a power in the 
world. (Written in 1943.) 

He was made Minister Plenipotentiary and) presented bis letters on the 
Sth November, 1943. In January and February 14 he made tour of the 
Hadhramaut, 


Turke 
A. Ayashi (ece report for 1943) ltt in 1643, and wan replaced aa Minister 
Plenipotentiary by M. Amin Ali Sipahi in January. 1944. He presented his 
credentials on ihe Srd February, 1944. He wife is a welcome addition to English 
speaking femi society in Jedda althongh she left for Egypt with her 11 year 
old son after only a short time. M. Sipahi himself is a pleasant and friendly 
colleague if somewhat inquisitive 


United States, 

‘A. permanent United States Legation was established at Jodda on the 
Ist May, 1942, the Minister being Mr. Alexander Kirk who was also Minister-to 
Cairo, where he resided. 

‘Tho resident chargé d'affaires im Jedda, Mr, James S. Moose (Junior), hax 
now been appointed Minister Resident and provented his credentials on the 
18th July, 1943. The United States Legation's connexion with Cairo has thus 
how ceased, 

Me. Moose is married, but his wife and family are in America, He is n 
Pleasant colleague socially but inclined to display a certain reserve in matter 
where close co-operation is desirable, He was frequently. absent in the spring. 
of 1944 owing to the Cairo discussions. 


Representatives accredited also te other Governments, 


A ghanista 

*Shoikh Muhammad Sadiqal-Mujaddidi, is alo Minister to Egypt and 

ides in Cairo. “He caine to Mecca on pilgrimage at the end of 1043, but was 

ot seen by his Christian colleagues. (Witten in Juutiary 1043.) Did not come 
to the Hojaz for the 1943 pilgrimage. 


Egypt. 

_ *Rabrawi Bey has been transferred to a post in the Egyptian Ministry {or 
Foreign Afiairs and bas been succeeded by Mohammed Hosni Omar, who 1s alsa 
Minister to Iraq. He has not yet prewited his eredentials and nothing is known 
of him in Jedda. 

‘The Egyptian Legation is in the charge of Abdul Hamid Monir Bey, a most 
friable Salages oh te gs willingly over such questions as 
the pilgrimage. (Written in January 1043. 

Mohammed Hosni Omar visited Jedda for the 1948. pil 
the absence on leave of Monir Bey in 1944 the legation was fn 
Al Amroussi, a pleasant if colourless person. 


Persia. 

Ali Akbar Bahan, Minister to Saudi Arabia and Ambassador to Egypt, 
terminated his mission in both countries ou an unspecified date in 1942, an 
far as Saudi Arabia ia concerned, no successor appears to have been appointed 
yet. (Written in January 1043.) 

























































































(B 8417 /4872/25) No. 24 


Personalities in Sa’ idi Arabia (Received in Foreign Office, 23rd August, 1944) 


Ixpex. 
Note on Titles, &e. 


1... Sherif.—Said to apply strictly in Arabia to persons recognised as being 
inte diet male descent from Hasan, the son of dhe Caliph Al ‘There is 
however, tnuch confusion as to the exact’ meaning of this and the following term: 

2. ‘Seyyid—Said to apply in Arabia, though much abused in some other 
countries, ouly to persons recognised as being in the male descent from Huseyn, 
the son of "Ali, 

3, Amir—Given as a title to all princes of the bloe! and describes the office 
of practically all provineial governors. 

4. Sheykhi—Applied very widely. but not indiscriminately, not only tw 
tribal pertnnge, ba to townsinen of consequence. expecially. perhaps, though not 
oxolusively, to those in official positions, ¢.g., Sheykh Yusuf Yasin 

5, Bry—Still used, sometimes in preference to Sheykh, by persons who 
would have been so called by right or courtesy in the Turkish aystem and who 
may dislike the association of '* Sheykh”” with age or desert life, ¢g., Fund Bey 
Hamza. 

., 8 Hajji—Conyenient, in a country where every Hejaai adult bas made the 
Airing, for certain persons not otherwise ey to give a title to, ¢9., Hajj 
wwsuf Zeina). 

7. ffendi-~% 
or anything equals 

Iba, de, * or by extension, 
* dexcendant of." Replaced sometimes by the article **al,”” which it ix not 
always ouay to distinguish from ""Gl,”” meaning "of, the house of.”” All four 
forma are illustrated by the name of the King. "‘Abdul-’Arly ibn (sn of 

nmin al (son of) Faysal al (of the house of) Sa’bd,"* and the abbrevial 
names "id or bin Sa’dd. ‘The use of the patronymic *' Tbn So-and-So"” ix 
50 common as often to make a man's personal name difficult to trace. 

9% Abi—Means “father.” Used in combination with the name of an 

actual son oF the name of an object to form a familiar name or nickname, which 

metimen becomes an accredited suroame. ‘Thus, Colonel Glubb is known in 
the desert. as "Abt Hiinaik,”” or the father of the Little Jaw. Similar names 
‘are sometimes formed from other terms of relationshi 

10. Composition of Names—Tho most normal formation is to build from 
1 person's own name by adding that of his father and sometimes names of remoter 
ancestors and/or a family name. It is not uncommon to omit at least. the 
firat Ibn and place the father's name immediately after that of the person 
described, 09. ‘Abdullah Torahim al-Fadhl. It cannot be assumed. however, that 
the second of two unseparated names is that of the father, expecially if the first 
be Muhammad, which is often little more than a prefix. 

11. The following index gives, except in two cass, the fist name of all 
living “Arabs mentioned otherwise than incidentally in the report, but where 
Mulitiimad appears to be no more than a profix it is reduced to M. and ignored 
{or purposes of alphabetical order, Secondary entries have been made in many, 
bot not in all, eases, where a patronymic or a family name seems likely to help 
to trace particular individaals :-— 

‘Abudila 52 Abdullah ita Hasan. 12 (1) 
“Abdallah iba Koran al-Padbl, 21 (6) 
balla ib Haan Quit. 4 (3) 
Abdullah Min Hugs Aone: (0) 
Atallah Kasim 
, Abdillale Kawaii 60 
“hale bo Mutarotoar. 8, ‘Abdollah tbe Mubaromad ibo “Agi 6 
Arte ibe Muhanad al Tdi 96 (5) | “Abdullah te Muhammad alPadl @ 
"Asi sba Mua ‘Abdallah an-Nafias 10 

Abdallah weSdayei. 30 (1) 
‘Abdullah Saleyman el Hamdin. 12 


st r 
‘Abdul-“Aste iba Abdurrahenin King. (1) 
SAMIuL A tha Hasaar Quai, AS (2) 
‘Abalie"Aste tha Poe, 


+ 
‘Abdol-Anie as-Sdasei. 50 (8) 
“AbuLAsts tbe Zag 8 Abdullah ibe Turki om Madi 


éNMatol Rerira sha Teg 
Vbdullal ibs, ‘Abdul Avte Anale) 1 (8) 
‘Abdullah ibn “Abdur-rabnita. rate. 1 (80) 
‘Abdullah iba Blaghid. 6 


“Abdul-Latif faraily. 13 (8) 
Abdul Majld tba "AK Hasdar, Sheeif’ 18 (3) 
‘Abdul-Mulsin ibs “Abdul “Asie Armle. 1 (7) 
‘Abdul-Wahhib fail. 
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‘Abdul: Wabbab Abo alba, 19 

“AbLGL:Woliab “iio Muhammad abla 

KO 

‘Asis Rabindn tho “AbdsI“Asie. Ande 1 (8) 

Abdurftshngn fos Hosen Quasibi 48 (2) 

‘Abdur Reif ax Sobbaa. 14 

‘Abad iba Senta altri 26 @) 

“Abut-Kuab. "29 Q) 

AQ Togeyga family: 34 

Avid tba Abdurdabrdo. Amie) 1 (2) 

Aj as Suwest. 3 (2) 

‘ltiba "Abdallah, Sheri 2 (0) 

MAI Be "Abdullsh ad-Dabbigh. 19 (4) 
ihe Marae, heel. 3 (15) 


"Ail Haydar. Sheri 2 (1) 
a Husesn. King. 32 (7) 
Husegn ol Harti, 82 (10) 


rare 

a 

Aa aden 

a 

eee 

Bre i a 

pecs 1 
s 


Sheri 82 (an (1) 
Bayh, ibm. 6 
Bay tay. 18 
hata. 39 
Dawson) 90 
Didar in 22'0) 
Dhbe} Barak. 82 () 
Dhawt Zasde&2 (@) 
Pail fll 3b 
Fab thn "AbdL-'Azte, Amie, 1 (8) 


” 


+o 
Vala Honeys Rig (9) 
Food. Hatoaa, 
Ghat, ah 38 

lie Wahba. 25 

fanned tha Suleyman al Mamdin. 96 
Hamdin. "Mt nnd 28 
Mamodi Bey, 27 
Hamid ibn Zeya, Sherif 52 (19) 
Hamas af Ghouth at Madani, Soyyid. 2° 
Harti al. 2 (16) 
Hlosan iba ’AU al Tri. 6:€2) 
Hasan ib Theo Quaabi 48 4) 
Hisim ibn Hithlayn, 39 (2) 
Hithlayn > 
Hlumagd fori 18 

Fags ad-Dawiah 20) 

Ua saath. 19 


Hatin te See a 
brabln ibn Sulepmko 
‘ako he Sean Sb Thad 4 


90) 


Tihnw, Saad ibe, Abdulla ibn. 
Kamnl'al Qasssh 68 





Kiuniroddin Zura. 65 
Kualid, Sheet. 82 (5) 
Khim "A 
Khali sha Mh 
‘hil al Qarqan 
Kalil Hajjan. 7 
Khiuaijg Shaikh Madmawad al 
Kurd al 16 
MAghi, tba. 35 
Matin that Algood Abu Tugoygn. 54 (8) 
Matha, Abd. 13) 
10 


a) 
asin ‘ADA Annie. 1 (1) 
Mai 4 

Minato St Short a ara 90 () 
Miah nua) 

Manan a8 

Mimumar Wn, $9 

Muh i bdtahmin. 40 
Actartd ioe “Abdi Ase Ae 1 (6 
Mabon sea Ase ow MAUL 9, 
Makated Ah hae Boy 
Px) 

Siofaad fn “Abdullah sf Fad 31-1) 
Natunied ou "Risin “Ab, Toppan 


vd “AL al Te 86 (1) 
ind iby "AbdM-Ralundn al Fadl 


hana wl Tdoywi Shell (10) 
ned Kd Rawal tt 
i Sig Sb Absalloh, 05 
Munanunad Said a Kurd 
i maha (1) 
iad Shnta, Beyyid 8 
vad Boro ae Rn. 
iad at Tawi 
si 


‘Miaka in Abate Tal 
Mustafa Wadriddtn, 42. 
Miiatata wl Ta, 16, (0) 

Maia to "Abdvl’Aele, An, (17) 
Nafta, a 


10 
Xi fa oy 
‘om Page numa 
Ndi fbn Hihlayn ADO RMD, 29 (1) 
esi Hra 
Garg se 
Gait family. 
Sova toy, 85 
ata amy. a6 
Tie fi ae 
uth Satins a8 
ire fy Tabi Qu 48 ) 
Sandia we te 
Sibig, we 28 
Seaham “AbdulAse, Amie. 1 @ 
Bed fhm faa Tr 
Stik Rin Nb Bike Shiau 40 
So Tin‘AUGGIArae "Ara Aine 1 (4) 
S200 i TAbdoNAste bo" AbJursbnin 


‘hte 
sitet ig Metal 52 
























































raf tbo RAjth. Sheet. 52 (14) Tagesga (Abu) family, 54 


Tura ihn Md 


Sallam sb “AbdaAate “Aue (4) 19 Atak at Yura 
Sill ths Hina be ld 18 (1) fiom Helin Quattan 44 (1 
Yow Yad 
tev 


1 Royal By 
(1) “Abdul"'A ate ibn “Abdur-Rahman al-Feysal Sa'dd—Kii tdi 
Arabia, moe known as Ibn Sa’td. Ne ao ae 
Born probably in 1882. Accompanied father on flight from Riyadh upon 
its occupation by Thn Rashid in 1891. Grew up under tutelage of Sheyklt 
Mubitrak of Kawait, who gave bs at to family. Seized opportunity in couree 
of local warfare in’ Bastern Arabia to deliver surprise attack on Riyadh in 
January 1902 with very small force and retook it, Hecame recognised head of the 
family ‘although his father "Abdurrahman survived until 1 Extended hix 
authority gradually over whole of Nejd and Qasim and in 1914 took the coastal 
province of Hasa from the Turks, who then made an agreement with him 
tered into treaty relations with His Majesty's Goverament through the Govern. 
ment of India in 1915, Took Hail in 1921 and finally destroyed power of Beni 
Rashid. Next fought King Huseyn, an old enemy. Took Mecca in 1924 aud 
comploted conquest of Hejaz by compelling abdication at end of 1925 of Husuyn's 
#on_and successor "Alf," Acquired suzerainty over ‘Asir in 1926 Converted 
position into one of practical sovereignty in 1930 and later reduced 'Asir to 
status of ordinary province, following on repression of a rebellion there. Consoli- 
dated this position by the Saudi-Yemen Treaty of Taif of the 20th May, 1934, 
which secured his legal title to ‘Asir and Najrin. Has thus become ruler of 
torritory, seaboards of which extend from just south of Aqaba to just north of 
Medi iti Youn and from Kuwait neutral zove to north of Qatar Peninsula 
Tho Sa‘id has measured his titles th acquisitions. He became in 1902 
Amir of Nejd and Imis of the Wabhibis; in 102 Sultan of Nejd and ite 
Deperidencies; in January 1926 King of the Hejaz; in 1927 Kiog of the Hejaz 
and of Nejd and its Dependencies; and finally in September 1952 King of the 
Kingdom of Sa'ddi Arabia, dofined as a single and united State, comprising hix 
existing dominions, though without express mention of ‘Asir. 
wto of this spectacniar aggrandisement is a yresenice, some 
6 foot 3 inches in height and handsome except for oe the left eye 
due to noglected leucoma. He combines a strong character with ‘much 
native shrewdness and a charm which, though now a little stereotyped. is still 
attractive, He is feared rather than loved by his subjects on all of whom ex: 
those of the Shi'a persuasion he imposes at feast the forms of Wahhabism. ‘Ths 
‘own Wabi is sincere, but tempered by a readiness to compromise when his 
‘emporal position requites innovations contrary to the prejudice of extremiata 
wa even to the ori i 
is an efficient ruler and a hard ee ry ards ee 


nd by 
ie had already 
rata time. He ix 


‘Was made a G.C.LE. in 1020, but does not now ize an honour whi 
ne ont is Sapte, ee tne not nom rel pri a ene whieh 
‘only and in some sense vasealish. Received the G.C.B. in November 1988, at the 
time of the visit to Riyadh of Sir Andrew Ryan. His relations with 
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Britain have been mainly friendly, and since 1939 he has acted as though 
he firmly believed in his repeated asseverations, that his interests and those 
of the Arabs in general are bound up with those of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment. In earlier editions he was described as expecting much for love, but his 
attitude throughout the Palestine crisis of 1937-39 entitles him to the cancellation 
Of that description. He has been unwavering in his sympathy for the Allied 
ause throughout the present war and he has proved by his acts that he is ready 
to give" his friends. the British Government,” every support possible in. his 
peculiar and only partly civilised country short of involving Sa'ddi Arabia in the 
War, which, he convincingly argues, would be Jess useful to His Majesty's 
Government than his present “neutrality.”” 

“The King’s eldest son Turki died in 1919, leaving issue. ‘The following is a 
list of the King’s immediate relatives, many of whom also have issue. Philby's 
‘Arabia is probably the best English authority on the Sa'fd family as a whole, bat 
does not claim to be absolutely accurate. 

‘Throughout the past year (1943-44) Ibn Sa'dd has shown himself wo be as 
energetic and statesmanlike as ever in the conduct of the internal and external 
Affairs of his kingdom. He, moreover, revealed a desire to reorganise the 
financial and economic administration of his kingdom by requesting Hix 
Majesty's Government to provide him with a Moslem financial adviser ax alo 
4 military mission to: train his army ow more’modern lines. His loyalty and 
friendship towards His Majesty's Government romained as steadfast as before 
and his desire not to prejadice their war effort is shown by his advice to Arab 
Teaders to postpone discussions on Arab unity antil after the war. 


Sone, All Amirs, 

(2) Su'id ibn "AbdwLAafs-—Born at Kuwait in 1001 or early 1003 of 8 
lady of Saudi stock, Has for some years been Viceroy of Nejd, and until 1904 
seldom visited the Hiejaz. Until 1935 he was less travelled than his half-brother, 
‘Amur Feyaal, having only loft the country once when he went, co consult an oculist 
in' Egypt shortly after the" Mahmal ” incident of 1926, In 1996, however, be 
Visited Europe anid visited several capitals including London where he stayed 
bout five weeks (he received the G.BLE, on that oovasion), and he represented 
Saudi Arabia at the Silver Jubiloo and at the Coronation of His Majesty King 


George 


earlier. 
now affect 
Er 


duction of air communications, modern 
himself designed his country house at Badia mear Riyadh, the amenities of which 
inclade a swimming pool. Fle owns acinema projector and gives regular showings 
of British uews films. When His Majesty's Minister visited Riyadh in February 
1942 Sa'fd broke with’ Arabian castom by inviting the ladies of the party to 
dinner. His eldest son, Fahad, was born about 1025, and was married io a 
Uaughter of the Amir Kaysal, No. 1 (8), in May 1043. Is being. allowed by his 
father to take an increasing share in the interoal administration of the country 
‘and seas present at many of the audiences between His Majesty's Minister and 
the King in September 1043 aud March 194. Appointed Commander-in-Chief 
of the Saudi Army in March 1944, 

(8) Faysal ibn ‘Abdul-'A iz —Viceroy of the Hojaa in his father’s absence 
and permanontly President of the Coonetl of Ministers, Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs, the Interior, atid, in theory, War. Born of a lady of the family of "Abdul- 
Wahab in or about 1905, Fdncated partly by Sheykh Hifiz Wahba, Reported 
intelligent and has at least had more opportunity than most. of his brothers of 
cultivating his intelligence and powers of ctearvation ag b has lived mostly of late 

fears in the comparatively civilised surroundings of Mecca and has travelled in 
Europe. in 1919, when he was in England:) in 1926, when he visited England, 
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France, Holland and_perbaps other countries; and in 1932, whe 

So eter peer npr apne 
muh feebler version of his father and elder brother owing to excessive delight 
in the harem from his youth upwards. At first very listless and rather nervous 
in European company, bot could rise to an occasion, as he showed in 1992 
by playing his pare m London, albeit that of @ figurehead, with good deal 
of distinetion. His decorum is not known to have broken down until he reached 
Kuwait, where his indulgence in night-life scandalisod the Sheykh and his 
subjects, Believed not to see eye to eye with his father and joined in the 
onalaught by Fuad, Philby and: others on: Iho Sw’dd's principal henchman, 
‘Abdullah Suleyman, in October 1931. Although “Abdullah Suleyman had the 
best of this in the end, the King has continued to treat Faysal with covsideration. 
Received many decorations during his tour in 1982, including an honorary G-B.E- 
In 1985 showed surprising dash as.a horseman in races held at Riyadh on occasion 
of Sir Andrew Ryan's visit, — Reported to. have married in October 1935.4 
daughter of his aunt. Nura, “Represented Saudi Arabia, at the London di 
cussions: om Palestine: im 1939, and seems to have played the part well. In the 
last two years or so be has acquired much more self-confiden i 

his role-as Foreign Minister by eee RET, 


Arabic, 
brothers 


ptember to 

hhe two Amirs, who were 

), travelled all the war by air, 

arta ited the battlefields in North 


(4) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-'Aztz—Born in or about 1913. Headed 
‘Sa'Gdi forces which entered Medina ia 1925. Was made acting viewer ens 
Amir Faysal went abroad in 1082, but got beyond himself and. was replaced by 
huis brother Khilid, Met Faysal at Kuwait on his return and shared in the bout 
of dissipation there. Visited the United Kingdom with the Amir Saud in 1937 
and 1038. Lives mostly at Riyadh, visiting the Hejaz only for the pilgrimage 
Said to be popular with the tribes. Appears to be being brought gradually into 
his father's counsels; was present, together with the Amir Sa’ud, at several 
interviews betweon His Majesty's Minister and the King at Riyadh in March 
1942, Visited India for health reasons in June 1943 together with Mansur 
No, 1 (9) and Shaikh Abdullah Suleiman (No. 11). Owing to their indiscrect 
tnd extravagant living their visit was not @ success Returned in October 1043 
(6) Khdlid ibn 'A bdul-'A-ztz—-Born in or about 1916. Acted as Viceroy of 
tho Hlejaz int 1992 (xe0 (4) above). Visited the United Kingdom with the Amir 
Faisal in 1090,_‘Full brother and constant companion of ‘Amir Muhammad (4) 
above. “Accompanied his brother Faysal when they visited Ameri gla 
in the winter of 1943, : euehbelmarundr eins 
(8) to (27). Sons of 20 and less in 1939 numbered twenty-two, ‘The followin 
is m correct list in order of age: Nasir (1920), Sa'd (1021), Fahad (1021) 
Mansir (1921), ‘Abdullah (1922), Bandar (1924), Sultin (1924), Musi'id (1927), 
Mish’al (1927), "Abdul-Muhsin (1925), Mashari (1032), Mateb (1933), Talal 
(1999), "Abdur-Rahman (1993), Turki (1994), Badr (1934), Nawwif (1934), 
Nayot (1935), Fawwiz (1036), Ma’jid (1987), Sulmin (1938) and (1) (1939). ‘Two 
of then Miah’al and Sultan, are sid tobe adopted sons, ofthe fambly of the Beni 
id 
‘Mansi, No, 1 (0), deserves separate notice. A favourite of his father, be is 
perhaps alone among the King’s sons in being interested in something other than 
Political gossip, field and domestic pleasures, He likes “machines, 
Personally sees (0 the maintenance of his cars and spends a good deal of his time 
‘at the Royal e in Riyadh. Usually in charge of arr ts when the 
King moves from Riyadh to the Hejaz or to camp, and is said to be ible 
‘maintenance of the electrical installation at the Royal Palace at Riyadh. 
Visited Egypt in March 1942 as the guest of the British Commander-in-chi 
On his return to Jedda he gave an interview (with his father's approval of his 
remarks) toa representative of the B.B.C., which was recorded in the Royal Palace 
at Jedda and later broadcast from London. He owns a cinema projector 
Visited India, for health reasons, in June 1943 with his brother, Muhammad and 
Abdulla Suleiman, In October and again in November he visited Palestine for 
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further medical treatment, returning with Faysal, whom he joined in Egypt, in 
December 1943. Appointed Minister of Defetice in March 1944. 

Talal, No. 1 (15)—One of the King’s favourite sons. | His mother, Umm 
‘Talal, one of the royal concubines, is the King’s favourite. Talal went to Egypt 
in August 1044. on board ILM. Sagitta, for medical treatment, He was found 
tobe suffering from syphilis, and after not very successful treatznent returned by 
air in October, 


Brothers. All Arnirs, 

No. 28 in 1943 report, Muhammad ibm ‘Abdurrakman—Died Joly 1043 
(see obituary) 

(25) and (29) Sa’d and Sa’Ad, who died in 1916 and 1930 respectively 
The former loft three sons: Faysal, Sa’id and Fabad; and the latter 1wo 
Muhammad and Faysal 

(80) ‘Abdullah ibn 'Addurrakmdx—Born about 1894, —Deseribed as. ne 
and spruce in appearance and as ambitious in character, so that. King keeps hi 
‘also well in hand, Seoms to lke ships, as be visited HLM. Bmerald by special 
request in 1926 and ELMS. Clematis with King’s younger sons in 1028. He 
takes keen interest in agriculture, Accompanied King on pilgrimage and 
Visit to Jedda in 1942 and tn 1043. 

(81) to (4) Akmad, Musi'id, Sa'd and "Abdul-Mubsin— Younger met, the 
children of the old age of "Abdur-Rahman ibn Faysal. 


*Ardif Branch, Also Amirs. 

Certain of the King’s cousins are dealt with in separate notices, but a 
_goueral mention may be made of the’ Arif as being members of a senior branich 
Of the family by virtue of descent from Sa'dd ihn Faysal, an elder brother af tho 
King’s father and a former ruler at RiyAdh. ‘Their generic name of "Aviif ix 
‘one applied to raided camels, subsequently * recognised,” x the toot implies, and 
recovered by their owners. It seems to have been given to them because they had 
emaitied in the bands of the Beni Rashid, but escaped to Thu Sa'dd in the course 
of battle in 1904. Some of them rebelled against him in 1910, but the present 
tmembers of the family form portion of the King's posse of satellite princes 
‘Although inconspicuous, they might produce a claimant, by right of senior 
descont, to the throne, Various names are given in the Almanach de Gotha and 
Philby’s Arabia. ‘The most important of these princes, who bear individually 
the surname of al-'Arafa, would appear to be— 

(88) Sa'dd ibm ‘Abdut-Aais in So'éd idm Fayenl Married the King's 
sister Nara, Seoms to play a certain role in Tbn Sa'hd's entourage. Probably 
the samo Sa’tid al-'Arafa who was described in a recent report from Kawait as 
boing, according to a reliable informant, a friend of the 'Ajmin tribe and 
secretly hostile. to Thu. Sa'dd. Danghter reported to have married Amir 
Faysal (¢.2.) in October 1935. 


2. ‘Abiul-'Asiz ibn Ibrahim, 

Governor of Medina (technically Acting Governor rice Ube King's won Amir 
Khalid, who nover actually held the past) antil May 1936, when.he was replaced 
by Abdullah as Sdayré (No, 50 (1)). Had the repitation of being a severe and 
arbitrary, Governor, Was Governor of Abba in 1926 at the time of the clash 
between the Tkhwin and the Yemeni pilgrim caravan, the "Usha, in tho Wadi 
‘Tanuma. In 1936 appointed a member of the Council of Ministers. 


8 *Abdul-'Aziz idm Mu'ammar. 
Goyornor of jJedda antil June 1935, when be was appointed Governor of Taif 

the room of Air Abdullah, maternal uncle of Amin Faysal (No.1 (3). Bors 

in of about 1904. Comes of a former ruling family of Nejd, apparently the same 
Beni Mu'ammar of Ayaina, who were prominent in the early days of the Wablibi 
‘movement and are mentioned several times in Philby’s Arabia. Brought up 
Principally at Riyadh, “Was Governor of Yanbu’ for some time and earned a good 
Teputation there. Was appointed to Jedda in August, 1922, with the title of 
‘Amir, on the death of Hajji "Absullah “Ali Riza, a leading Jocal merchant who 
hhad been governor with the old title of Qaimmagam since King Huscyn's time. 
He is good-looking and pleasant, but pretentious, probably on the score of his 
bine blood. “He ws kee on riding and other forms of spoek until aired by 
lysis in 1939, He went to India for special treatment in March 1941, but 


Teturned incurable in October 1941, Now completely deaf and unable to walk. 


















































4. ‘Abdul-'Azte ibm Musd’id ibn Jituwi ibn Sa’dd 
Second cousin to the King. Gavernor of Hil since 1925 or earlier, Said by 
the Sheykh of Kuwait in March 1982 to be only 40, bat to have aged greatly 
‘owing wo worry. Was much in evidence in 1929as one of the King’s right 
meu at the time of the Akhwan rebellion. Came into prominence in February 
1080, when, apparently without the King's authority, be conducted a raid on the 
scale of a’ punitive expedition, which it was, in fact, intended to be, into 
Transjordan. Disavowed by the King at the time, but maintained in his 
erernorate, Was in, November, 1092 pat at the bead! of the principal fore 
patched to reduce the Asie rebel, and proceed from Riyadh to “Abba and 


‘izhn, where he assumed supreme command of the forces in 'Asir. Said. then to 


bo intonded for the Governovate-General of the whole.’Asir area, bat eventually 
returned to Hail. A man for-oceasions requiring drastic action. Appointed 
ipector of the frontier area on the Sa'idi-Iraq_ frontier in 1938, daties he 
imbines with those of Governor of Hail. In 1939 was said to have aroused 
ispicion at Riyadh as having designs on the throne which he might try to carry 
ton the death of Thn Saud. 


5, ‘Abdul-’A zie (ibn Hamid) ibm Zoyd. 

Inspector of Bedouin in Transjordan frontier area. Born probably about 
1807, Comes of « Hil family said to be related to the Beni Rashid. Said to have 
hoot: educated in Constantinople. Sent to "Amman in summer of 1926 to diswss 
claims in respect of raids, and attended with two other Sa'tidi, delegates an 
kortive conference at Ma'an in September. Was one of the two Sa’ddi delegates 
‘on tribunal which sat at fericho from February to May 1927 in accordance wi 
the HHadda, Agreement. Was later an, Amivant Gorernor of Jedda. Sent to 
"Ammin in August 1930 as Sa’ddi agent at the MacDonnell investigation 
regarding raids, Appointed Inspector of Beduin in the frontier region. in 
January 1981, and has since the 3rd June, 1931, held meetings at long intervals 
‘with Captain Glubb, his opporite number in Transjordan.. Personally amiable, 
hat will take no responsibility without reference to the King. From 1936 to 1935 
was inspector of the whole Transjordan-Sandi frontier, under a scheme for 
dividing the northern frontier area into three sectors under inspectors with wide 
powers In May 1043 wae appointed Saudi Consul at Damaacus in sucesion to 
Rusheyd Pashia. 


OA bdullah ibm Blayhia. 

‘A loading figure among the Wahhibi Ulema, Comes from Hail, Qidht of 
Mocea after its occupation by Ibn Sa’id, and was described in Eldon Ratter's 
‘account of him (1925-26) as a “bent and wizened little man.’ Appointed 
Grand Qudbt o¢ the Hejaz in January 1026.” Was instrumental in May’ 1020 
In obtaining a fatia from seventeen Ulama of Medina in support of the Wabhibi 
poliey of destroying tombs. Head of the Nejdi delegates at the Moslem Congress 
of June 1926. ‘Again visited Medina in November of that year in attendance on 
the King and in the company of ‘Abdullah ibn Hasan (eee 12 (1)), bent on 
purging the place of iniquity as Mecca had been purged. ‘Vacated post at Mecea 
1 1025 and returned to Hail. Was thonght at that time to favour the extremists. 
‘of the Akhwiin movement. Still visits Mecca at intervals. Thought to be 
‘embarrassing in high places owing to his frankness and fanaticism, Signed the 
pronoancement hy the Ulama of Nejd in favour of Jihad at the time of 
the Ibn Rifida rebellion in 1932. 


7. "Abdullah Kazim. 
‘A Hejazi said to be of Cossack origin. Born aboot 1887. Was 
employed in the Mecea Post Office in King Hussein's time. Appointed Sa'tdi 
Ditecor-General of Posts and Telegraph in 1026 and sill holds the post. Went 
to Port Sndan in March 1926 as one of Thn Sa’ld’s delegates to negotiate about 
tho E,T.C. cable and showed bimself an obstructive negotiator. Was again p' 
sticky’ in taking delivery of Marconi wireless in 1931-33, but created a 
impression at the time of the cable and wireless negotiations in the spring of 1935. 


B, "Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn “A git (or *Agey 

Tn 1926 Governor of Jauf, but had vacated the post by March 1928, when he 
was put in command of a farve sent to quell the disturbance created at Wejh by 
Hamid ibn Rifida, identical with the ibn “Aqil who was mentioned in 
May 1031 a8 9 pos jidate for the governorship of Tebdk, bat was not 
appointed. "Abdullah ibn "Aqil commanded the Tkhwan mobilised in June 1932 
to repress the further rebellion of Hiainid ibn Rifida. 





at 


9. ‘Abdullah itn Muhammad ab-Fadhl: 
Vice-President of the Legislative Council and Assistant. Vieoroy. Probably 
born about 1883. Principal member of tho Fadhl family qr. Was formerly 
© merchant in Jedda, Described. in 1917 as ro 
English "and as going, by. the sobriquet, of ““Unglisi’” in Jedda. | Put 
im prison at that time in Mecxa for some unknown offence. Played 
no particular role subsequently (and was, so little valued for brain 
power as to be known. as ‘the Sheop'’) until ex-King "Ali sent him on 
a delegation to negotiate with Ibn Sa’tid at Mecca. Went over definitely to 
Tha Sa’dd and acted as his representative at Rabigh for the 1925 pilgrimage, in 
which employment he is said to have feathered his nest.. Attached to the King's 
son, Muhammad, as adviser when the young Amir ocoupied Medina later in 1925. 
Figured asa Hejazi delegate at the Moslem Congres in Mecca in June 1026 
Obiained about the same period, in partnership with Indians settled in Mecea, 
‘& contract for_motor transport, but lost. it. Did betteras purveyor to the 
Government, Sent on an unsuecessful mission to Eritrea in 1927 in connexion 
with negotiations for the recognition of Ibn Sa’dd by Ttaly and proposed treaty 
arrangements. Also bad some part in the treaty negotiations with Great Britain, 
Became assistant to the Viceroy at Mecca and s0 on to appointment to his present 
post in or before 1929, Went in that year on a mission to Persia, Alleged in 
the same year to have done nicely in the company of ‘Abdullah Suleyman by 
cornering benzine, &., just before new duties were imposed, Appears to enjoy 
the King’s confidence in a high degree and to steer an even or wag; 
between rival factions. Not impressive in appearance or conversation; still 
somewhat of a sheep, but wears his recent dignities with an acquited air of 
Gignity, sobriety and 'sagacity, which may be n part of his success. May stil 
fiave commercial interests, but has long been dissociated from the business of the 
oihor Fadhils. Acting Viceroy during Faisal’s absence in 1930 aud again daring 
I's absence in the winter of 1943. 


10. "Abdullah an-Nafs - 

Important ax being Ibn Sa’d’s agent at Kuwait, where he is established as 
‘4 merchant and once did a large business in rice, dc, Now elderly and les ctv 
Seems sensible, 


11. “Abdullah ibn Suleyman at Hamdan. 
Minister of Finance, Born about 1887. Of plebeian 'Aneyza origin. Started 
Ufo small way with ihe Quaniis originally, iti said as calles bay, Spent 
ten yours as clerk in their Bombay office. Returned to Nejd about. 1919, Said 
to have gone bankrupt ns a broker. Recommended by the Qusaibis to replace 
his brother, who had died, as\a clerk in the King’s Diwin. ows to be 
head of the Diwio. Became Director-General of Finance and had acquired 
‘complete control of all financial matters by September 1925, when it was remarked 
that he travelled in greater state than the King himself between Mecca. and 
Jedda, Has since been the most powerful of the King’s advisers. His position 
waa strongly assailed in October 1031 by a cabal, which included the Amir Faysal, 
Fuad Haiza, “Abdallah al Fadhl (perhaps a doubtful enemy) and Mr. Philhy. 
‘Was sent for a time to lend a hand with the Tawil mission in Hasa, but had his 
pice kept warm for him and returned to it. Waa promote x Auguiy 1053 
irom being Director-General of Finance to the post of Minister af Kinance for the 
Hejaz and Nejd and its Dependencies, thus obtaining the title of Wazir, hitherto 
‘enjoyed only by the Amir Faysal, Continues’ to be supreme in cial 
administration and has his finger in- many other pies, being in effect Comptroller 
of the Privy Purse, Grand Master of Ordnance, Quarter-Master-Genoral on 
cccasion, general manager of the King’s establishment of slaves and pilgrimage- 
organiser. Appointed in 1085 to tho specie additonal post of Depoty Minister 
of Defence, Probably entirely faithful to the King, whose needs he supplies at 
the expense of others having demands on the Treasury, and who gives him a free 
hand in finance regardless of the effect on public opinion. A man of rather mean 
appearance, but emphatically a ‘live wine.” Ready and energetic in conversation 
and fall of ideas ahout development. In recent years has often spent lang periods 
at Jedda acting as the represetitative of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, taking 
turns in that duty with Yusuf Yasin. His relations with His Majesty's Minister 
improved greatly as contacts increased after the outbreak of wir. On. all 
tevasions fe hae expressed pro-Brtish sypspathies, and. no doubt hecauee he 
realises more clearly than atiy other of the King’s advisers his country's complete 
dependence on British aid, has shown himself very reasonable and co-operative. 







































































‘The main burden of dealing with the Italian’ Minister's pfvcrastinations: and 
evasions in January and February 1942 fell on him and he acquitted himself 
very ereditably. He is the originator of the agricultural development scheme 
at Al Kharj und shows great energy and enthusiasm in the face of much hostility, 
envy and ill-natured criticism from his brother advisers. A keen fisherman and 
«a tireless traveller, his other pleasures include tobacco, and, it is ramoured, the 
bottle. He has a good sense of humour and repartee sharpened in ‘many verte! 
battles with his rivals His position was weakened somewhat by the dismissal 
Jn April 1944 of his friend and protégé Najib Salha (No. 69) whose pro-American 
enthusiasm he is thought to share, Was a very harassed and worried man during 
194 when faced with the prospect of having to reorganise the country’s finances 
and economy on sounder lines 


12, Abdul-Wakhdb, Descendants of 


‘The following seem to be the most notable of the descendants of the founder 
of Wabhibism :— 


(i) “Adult ibn Hasan Te one of the leading, Wabhibi Vem in Mecca, 
Pinyed a ole fn 102, with “Abdullah i Blayhid (+), im the Wahab purging 
of tho Holy Cities, and was in 1920 thought, like him, to favour the Tkhwan, 
extromists. Signed the pronouncement. of the Ulania in favour of Jihid at the 
time of the Ibn Tifida rebellion in 1882," Now Grand Qudhi, “Proud and 
fanatical 

2) Muhammad ibn" bdul-’A sz ibn Shaykh, nicknamed as Sabihi, formerly 
Govornor of aif, tranaforred to Riyadh in 1982 hs Assistant to the Amir Sa’ 

(8) "Atdul-Lati/ Family—Four sons and a probable grandson of a 
descondant named “Abdul-Latlt were among the ten signatories of the declaration 
of Jihad referred to andor (1). No. (2) and the mother of the Amfr Faysal (7.r.) 
leo probably belong to this connexion. 


18. ‘Abdul-Wahhdb Abi Matha. 

‘A porvonnge of consequence in *Asir, possibly of the Sheykhly family of 
Malha near Sabya, although this eannot be affirmed. Wax described in 1 
Director of Finance in "Asir, and was in that year one of four delegates sent by 
Thn Sa'dd to negotiate with the Imim Yahya, Probably still has the title of 
Director of Finance and commanded the Sa'idi forces which entered Sabya in 
November 1932, 


M4. "Abdur-Rady as-Sabbin, 

Bora in the Hiejax probably between 1888:and. 1803. Grandson of an 
immigrant from Egypt. Educated in the Hejaz and in Egypt. Associated with 
his father, Hasan, and others in what was in 1017 the principal hide and skin 
husiness in Jedda and Mecca. Impressed the Hojazis at that time by his 
knowledge and Enropean manners. Was made Director of Education in Jedda, 
but was dismissed and reverted to trade in cotton goods and skins. Edited in 
1925 the anti-Sa'ddi paper Al-Umma'in Cairo with the help of one of the 

hs. Given a post by tho Amir ‘Abdullah as manager of his estates in 
‘Transjordan in or before 1081. Was an active supporter of the Hizb-al-Abrir- 
Hijazi, and was concerned in 1992 in tho press propaganda and financi 
‘arrangements of the outside promoters of movements against Thn Sa’td. Seems 
to have gone at least once to Eritrea in this connexion. Was dismissed by the 
‘Amir ‘Abdallah in the antamn of 1982 a8 a result of these political activities, bat 
‘went on with them. Excluded from Egypt, Palestine and Transjordan, where- 
upon he retired to Bagdad, where he was understood to have become a\ private 
secretary to the late ex-King Ali. Returned to tho Hejaz with or at the same 
tim as Ahmad-al-Mujallid in July 1999, and was appointed in 1996 a member 
of the Legislative Council. Tn 1988 did some propaganda f 
Appointed Director-General of Waqfs in Deceml 
Abdul-Wabkab, 


15, Muhammad Sa’id al-Kurdl, 

Formerly Director of Police in Jedda. Of Kurdish origin, from Zakho. 
Was previously Dinecor of Police at Rabigh and yavo oflence to the Legation 
by trying to commandeer a car which was taking the Nawab of Bahawalpur to 

fedina. Was transferred to Jedda in 1932 and in the post earl 
in 1933. Seems to be supported by persons in high quarters, including probably 
Mehdi ey (q¢}, nd, not improbably, the Amir Fayeal and Fuad Bey Hamza 
‘A man fo watch but not to judge too hastily. Rides a horse, a thing now unusual 
in Jedds, and looks well on it. Was removed from his post in Jedda and 
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apparently reappointed to Rabigh in 1933. Officer Commanding troops in Jedda 
in 1us6, in which capacity he was iu charge of aviation during the presence of 
the Italian Air Mission 1937-89. According to a Russian pilot, showed ability 
and a real desire to learn aboot aviation. Was cultivated assiduously by tho 
Italian pilot, probably received bribes from him, and learned Italian. Very 
anti-British when the Palestine trouble was at its height 


16. "Abdur-Rahwan al-Bassém. z 4 

Second Assistant in the Ministry for Foreign Adairs Educated in Bay 
Speaks English Helped Sheikh Yusuf Yasin with the English versions of the 
Salidi-Koweit Agreements signed at Jedda in April 1942. 


17. ‘AU Taha. _ * 

Assistant Governor of Jedda since 1928, and, in addition, Assistant Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs since early in 1982. A Hejazi born 
out 1504 Roe from a small post as secretary Uo the Governor. » Cadaverous 
‘and. unbealthy. Speaks Turkish well, Well meaning, and_ not without 
intelligence, but frightened of his own shadow. Completely ineffective, except 
fon the rarest possible occasions, in connexion with foreign affairs. Normally 
serves at no more than a transiniter of memages to and! from Macca. Acted 
as Deputy Governor of Jedda from April 1944 and showed himself helpful 
‘and co-operative over routine matters with His Majesty's Legation. Has 0 
Working knowledge of French but is afraid to use it 


18, Bujdd (or Humayd) Family. 

Witading family. inthe notoriously fanatical Ghutghut section of the 
"Ateyba tribe. A confusing effect is produced by the use in past reports of the 
names Saltin iba Bajid, iba Humayd ibn Bujid and ibn Bujad tout court, but 
they would appear all to apply to one and tho same man, ‘This ix axsumed in 
what follows regarding‘ 

1) Sultdn ibn Humayd ibn Bujéd.—Onco one of Tbn Sa'dd’s stalwarts and 
coe ibe omantocn' ef his tore when" tha to Boe ta 1984, Had a 
‘noghter married to the King’s brother Muhammad. Noted early in 1027 as one 
of the estremints who were then inclining againal the King, Became reconlled 
‘with bir later, but finally stood in with Ibu Sa’éd’s opponents in the Nejd 


Tebellion of 1630 and was accounted second only, to Fayaal_ad-Dawhlt in 
fall into 


importance. Was one of the earlier leaders to the King’s hands and 
was imprisoned at Riyddh in the spring of that year. Appears to be still in 
Close confinement, as no record has been found of the death of Sultén ibn Bujid, 
the best known of the names cited above, and “ibn Humayd "* was mentioned 
in a recent report as one of the prisoners who were receiving more lenient 
treatment than before, though, unlike the others, he wns still not allowed to seo 
his womenfolk. May’ still prove important, as ho had a strong hold on his 
tribesmen, some of whom have been reported sullen over his imprisonment. 

(2) Naif ibn Faysal ibn Humayd—A pretender to the chieftainship of the 
*Ateyba, but moved to "Iraq in 1024, having been ousted by No. (1). Played with 
the idea of recovering his position in Jrme 1929 and sent a minor relative, ‘Obeyd, 
to apy out the land, bat was apparently dissuaded by King Faisal from goin 
ahead. Mentioned in 1932 as being still a refugee in ‘Iraq and as a possible 
‘Aspirant to the hand of Mazyiing, sister of Faysal ad-Dawish, but the engagement 
or marriage was denied, 


19, Dabbiigh Family. ? 

‘A Mecca family of ‘* Moorish" (i¢., some North-West Africa) origin. 
Appear to be Seyyids. Became prominent in 1932 in connexion with plot behind 
the revolt of Ibn Riftda and the preparations for the retarded rovolt in ’Asir 
The family is numerous. Certain members of it still reside in the Hejaz, 
including two who were arrested and deported to Riyidh in June-July 1932, 
vizz— 

(1) Thrahim ibn *Abdutlah and 

() ‘Isa ibn “Abdullah 

“More important are the following persons abroad :— 


(3) Huseyn ibn ‘Abdullah, brother of the above. Migrated to Mokalla in 
cor about 1926." Has since done school-mastering in South-West Arabia and has 
been an active intriguer against Ibn Sa'éd. Went to India in 1927 to enlist 
support for the Hizh.al-Abrir al Hijizi and their National Pact. Sought, and 
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probably efilisted, the sip ot Shanqat Ali, who, with hie brother; had Rest 
\iolently at loggerheads with Thn Sa'dd at the Moslem Congress of June 1926 
Went to Egypt and perhaps to Transjordan in 1920. Said to have attended 
Moslem Congress at Jerusalem in December 1931, when persons concerned it 
Hizb-al-Ahrar seem to have devised a pendant organisation called Jami’at ad 
Dif'a lil Hijiz. Was asing Aden as base early in 1932, but left, in’ sommer 
onring to adverse attitado of British authorities and seams to have since w 

ly in Eritrea. Now: excluded from Egypt, Palestine and Transjordan. 

ned to Aden in 1936 and allowed to stay there. Opened a school, but, soa 
began to send anti-British articles to Egyptian papers, Left for the Upper 
Yafa’ country, where he engaged in anti-British propaganda. Probably financed. 
by the Italians. Arrested in the Hadhramaut in June 1942. Deported: and 
handed over to the Saudi authorities who detained him in Jizan. Attempted to 
escape early in 1944 but was unsuecessful and has been kept in chains ever since. 
Otherwise. well-treated by the local Am 

(A) M:'Als-ibn ‘Abdullah, another brother. Less conspicuous, but also very 
active, Took # hand in the actual revolt in,"Asir,- Reported drowned at dizi, 
‘but roport was contradicted later 

(0) A Tahini Mas'éuncleof theabove. Described ax"anggaheped man.” 
Hom in 1800," Had some employment under King Huseyn. Obtained British 
protected passport at Cairo in 1026 on strength of alleged subjection to Sultan 
of Mokalla, Author of letter from Labe} to Amir Shakir of the 20th February, 
1982, which fell into hands of Sa’ddi Government and revealed plans of coo- 
spirators. Seems to have gone further east, as he arrived at Aden from Singapore 
early in June 1992. Has since been very mobile, visiting Eritrea, Egypt, Palestine, 
Transjordan and "Iraq. Was excladed from Egypt, Palestine and fransjordan. 
Was understood in January 1938 to be beading back to Massawa, and perhaps 
thenve to Aden und the Hadhramaut. Made his peace with Tho Sa'dd after pro- 
mulgation of amnesty early in 1935. Returned to Sadi Arabia that year and 
in 1986 was appointed Direclor of Education, Suspected of being. involved in 
tho Sherifian plot, 1940-41, but later pardoned b K 

Other members of the family need not b I 

together and to have attaches with Hashimites.. One, Mas'dd, a hay 
at “Ammin, wos closely concerned in the Ton Rifida affair and was killed with 
Thu Rifide. The family also have attaches with the Tdrisis, although there ix 
mothing to explain ove mention of (8) above as Husayn bin ‘Abdollah ad-Dabbigh 

rhs. 


|. Dawtch Family, 

A leading family in tho Mutayr tribe, Its best-known member, Faysal ad- 
Duwlb, famous as a raider, ns one of Ibn Sa'dd's principal lieutenants and as 
‘a rebel against him, died as a State prisoner at Riyhdh tn October 1931, "His 
‘ame is, however, still potent in Kastera Arabia, whore be was regarded a& more 
than an ordinary sheykh—a kingly man and aking maker. This gives importance 
to is sons, two of whore have figured in reports rom Kawai 

(1) Bandar ibn Faysal ad-Dawish—Still a yous man, Said to be looked 
to by the Mutayr as the leader they desire, but to be himself very cautions and 
unwilling to move at present. Reported in December 1992 to have countered 
question by Ibn Sa’tid as to whom the Mutayr wanted for.a leader by saying 


No ne but Your Majesty.” 

(2) AU-Humayai ihn Pays ‘sited Thn Sa’ad at Riyadh in 
the autumin of 1992, when the King ng efforts to reconcile the ex-rebel 
Mutayr and. 'Ajmiin, still hostile to him, and was well received and rewarded 

the ladies of this family seem to count. The political agent at Kuwait, 
who had befriended them when Faysal was surrendered to Th Sa’dd in January 
1930, was visited by various of them on several occasions in 1982. They included 
Faysal’s mother, who hid bitter hatred of the King beneath copious praises; 
4 sister, whose rumoured marriage to a Harb Shoykh was regarded as an angu 
ff reconciliation between his tribe and the Mutayr, but was afterwards demied: 
andl cousin, sill woman of considerable charm and humour, who had teen 
mai heykh Mubirak of Kuwait, to a deceased son of Faysal ad-Dawish 
and, lastly, as prize of wat, to Tbn Sa'hd's brother “Abdullah, 


21, Rad (a-Fazad Fa 

(ejdis of ‘Aneyza origin long settled in the Hej: An original ‘Abdullah: 
had at lease five sans, nll now dogeased, with one peesible exsepon, “ach of 
these had issue. Members of the first and second generations alter 


"Abdullah were concerned in firms doing important business in the Hejaz, apd 
India, where they had a high reputation, enhanced by their position as business 
ts of Tn Sa'Gd, until 1980. Family diferenoes and bad trade Ted to the 
lapse of their business at Bombay and Karachi in that year. The two partuers 
ost actively cancerned in the basiness in India absconded to the Hejaz, where a 
third tried to dissociate himself from the partnership. ‘The affairs of the family 
have for some sears bern the subject of very complicated litigation and have 
engaged the attention of various British authorities for reasons too long to 
Fecapitulate ‘The family still have influential connexions jn the Hejaz, and 
Several members of it have been given employment by Thu Sa’dd. Apart from 
“Abdallah ibn Muhammad ibn "Abdullah, who is the subject of a separate notice, 
the following deserve mention -— 


(1) Mukammad, son of the "Abdallah just mentioned. In business in Jedda 
‘and does a tidy trade in grain. Disinherited by his father in 1943 as a result 
of a quarrel. 

2) Torahim ibn Abdurrahmén,—One of the two who absconded from India 
in 1930. Appointed a member of the Legislative Council in October 1990. 
Became later a secretary to the Amir Faysal, Was called on to resign, ostensibly 
‘on grounds of ill-Lealth, by Amir Faysal. Ho is now living in Mecea and engaged 
{n trade in an unimportant way; but is still sxid to enjoy the confidence of Amir 
Faysal, 

973) Muhammad ibn AMdurrakmdn ibn *Abdullah—Was a. partoor in the 
firm which collapsed in Tdi in 1090, but resided in Yedda an ried ta dissociate 
Ihimeolf from the other partners, his brother and cousin. 

(d) “Abdallah ibn Torahtm ibn *Adullgh.Private esoretary to the Amie 
Faynal im 1026, Afterwards ono of the partners who atsconded from India 
Selected in 1991 for the post of Changé d’ Affaires in Holland, under scheme which 
did not materialise for having a Legation there with the Sa'ddi Minister in 
London as Minister. Appointed Treasurer to the Government later in 1031, as a 
rosult of the cabal against ‘Abdollah Suleymin, Later became Director of Finance 
fn Jedda, then Government representative to the Caljfornia-Arabia Standard Qit 
Company at Dhahran and now Saudi representative for supply matters, in 
Bahrein. Speaks English r 

() Ibrahim idm Suleymdn of ‘Agil—Son-in-law of father of (4), and has 
taken the place of (2) as Diwin of the Amir Faysal. Ts an important 
official and enjoys Amir Faysal’s complete confidence." Accompariied him to 
London in 198 for the Palestine discussions. As youig nian pent conserable 
time in Thdia. Speaks a very little English and somo Urdu. Aman of culture 
and pleasing manners. 


22, Fahad ibm Zwayr. 

Late Governor of ‘Asir. Was head of the mission sont 10 "Asir in May 1990 

to make the arrangements which subsequently culminated ih its practical anmexa- 

tion by Ibn S0’6¢ later appointed Atair, though probably not the first to 

fold the post.” Reported to Tin Said with increasing urgency to the antitnn of 
992 thatthe Zrii was geting beyond hinwelf. The Tris, profesing « 

raty to the King, complained biiterly of Fabad’s rough treatment. ‘Tho Ring, 


axious to placate the Tdrisi, steered @ middle course and sent a commission 
investigate, Tfore it could reach the spot the Tarai had goue into open revolt 
o 


‘and Fahad had to escape from his seat of government at ‘Was little heard 
of for some time afterwards, but was appointed Governor of Qunfida in or about 
June 1993. 


23. Fawadn arSabig 
Safi Chargé Affaires in nd consul general in Cairo. Appointed 

in Avgust, 130 apo ibe toncionen of the Bat i Egyptian Treaty of May, 
1986, Previously Sadi agent in Egypt. Born about 1888, Belongs by origin 
to the "aeyl, the gaild, a8 it were, of recognised caravan-guides. Educated in 
a Tarkish school at "Ammin. Said to have lived for many years in Bombay. 

by profession a dealer in camels and horees and still appears to do this business. 
Was {bn Sa'fid’s agent in Damascus before 1924. Moved in that year to Cairo, 
where he becaine Saudi Chargé d’Aflaires in 1997. Is described by Sit Walter 
Smart as a devout Mosiem, plain, slow, courteous and old-fashioned; politically 
rather innocent, but possesied of 1 certain native shrewdness. He 
by Ibn Saud for important 
‘of his time at the races 
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Fuad Bey Hamza, 

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs. Born about 1900, he is a Druze of 
Abeib, in the Lebanon, where the family are less prosperotis than they were. 
One brother Sa'id was accused of complicity in the murder of a Christian priest 
at Abeih in 1990, but was finally acquitted in April-May, 1934. Educated in 
Turkish schools in Syria, the Teachers’ Training College, Deirnt, and the S 
Protestant College, Beirut. Was Inspector of Schools at Damascus for a time. 
Obtained a post as clerk under the Palestine Department of Public Health in 
1921. Resigned after a few months and took service under the Department of 
Edncation as a teacher in Acre. Transferred in 1922 to a secondary school in 
Jerusalem as teacher in English and remained until 1620. Studied simultaneously 
at the Law School, got a Certificate of Legal Studies in 1929 and qualified in 
five subjects, including Constitutional History and Public International Law, for 
the Diploma, but did not cotplete the course. Had a uniformly good record in 
Palesting, tit_was mixed wp in politics and the Druze insurrectionary mnewe- 
ment, May have feared arrest, although he was not, in fact, in danger of it 
Loft Yor Egypt on the 2nd Deceinber, 1926. Apparently was to go to India on a 
Syro-Palestinian delegation, but was drawn to the Hejaz, where, after giving 
English lessons for a time, he was taken into the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by 
‘Yusuf Yasin, then acting for Dr. “Abdullah Danliji. Became Acting Minister in 
oly 1925, when Dr, Danliji left on a mision, never to return. Had probably 
‘worked earlier to. undermine DanlGji's position,” Remained Acting Minister unt 
the Amir Faysal became titular Minister with Fuad as Under-Secretary, but still 
effective head of the Ministry in December 1930, Retained his post, with a seat 
on the Council of Ministers when the latter was constituted early in, 1932. 
Profers to call himself in English Deputy Minister. Visited Europe for the first 
time a5 a member of the Sa'fdi Mission under the Amir Faysal in the spring of 
1982 and did all the real business. Was made an honorary K.B.E. during the 
visit to London, and for several years carried a passport in which he and his 
wife appeared as Sir Fuad ond Lady Hamza. Visited Europe again in 1031 
And 1985 and condacted. important negotiations with the Foreign Oiice, and in 
1939 went to London with the Amir Faysal nd took » prominent part in the 
Palestine discussions. 

Fuad Hamza is alert, intelligent, well informed on matters pertaining to his 
‘work and industrious, Speaks English well and Turkish, but ix bay 
lack of more than elementary French, “Equally devoted wo his own ambitions an 
to the cause of Arab nationalism, serving Tho Sa'fd ax ita exponent, though 
inclined sometimes to despair of the system of which he has made himself part 
Keeps in touch with other Nationalists in Palestine, and probably Syria, Ts used 
by the King, as his inetrament for, foreign afairs, and makes the most of 
his position, bot probably does not, enjoy Tin Sas full confidence, wo that bis 
power varies Very hostile to ‘Abdullah Suleymin and took part in the 
unsuccessful drive against him in 1931. Is a very poor Moslem, and conforms 
to Wahabism no more than he is ebliged to. Would like to sce Sa’tdi Arabia, 
4 name of which he was one of the authors, develop on modern, more or less 
constitutional lines. Likes drafting laws. Would go to, great lengths for the 
causes he has at heart, bat is seldom, if ever, dishonest in diplomacy. Rather 
bamptions and sometimes difficult to deal with, bat responds to personal band! 
Has been spoken of ns anti-British, and as pro-Soviet: probably wrongly. 
attitude towards foreign Powers is determined by Arab nationalism, and if, as 
there is some ground to believe, he accepted a large bribe from the Italiane at 
the time of the Ethiopian war, it does not follow that this affected his advice 
to Thn Sa’dd. Possesses a splendid villa in the best part of Beirut which could 
Sle bo 2 ein ring’ ace peel ya af 
£3,000, which Thn Saud is said to have contributed to this object 

In 1980. was appointed first Sa'idi Minister to Paris. Removed to Vichy 
after collapse of France in 1940, Withdrawn from there and appointed first 
Sa'idi Minister in Angora where he proceeded in April 1943. Tt is clear that 
the King does not want him to return to Sw’idi Arabia, and the great power he 
‘once wielded has passed entirely into the hands of his rival, Yusuf Yasin. 

Incurred the King's displeasare by intrigues and attempts at mediating 
between the French and the Syrians and the latter and the Lebanese when on a visit 
to the Lebanon during the troubles in November 1943, Was permitted to return to 
Saudi Arabia in April 1944 and was prewnt at most of the interviews between 
His Majesty's Minister and Ibn Saud in April and May. He continues to remain 
with the King, who seems to attach greater imporatnce to his counsels. It was 
rumoured in July 1944 that he was to be appointed first Saudi Minister in 
‘Washington. 
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2%, Héjia (Hafdh) Wahba 
‘Sa'fdi Minister in London. An Egyptian born probably between 1885 and 
1800, Educated at AL-Azhar. Mixed up in Nationalist and pan-Tslamie politics 
in early manhood and was closely associated with 'Abdul-’Aziz, Shawish. 
Definitely anti-British at time of Great War and said to have been deported from 
India, Said to have been in Bahrein at ove time. Started a school at Kuwait 
tad Thenve in Ibn Sa’dd’s service. Became tutor to the Amir 
Faysal and accompanied the prince to London in 1919. Was one of 
Tin Sa’dd's delegates at the abortive Kuwait Conference, in 1023-24. 
In supreme charge of the civil side of the Administration at Mocca 
in 1925, with a viceregal title, and did well, Read the King’s inaugural address 
fat the Moslem Congress in Mecca in June 1926, Much employed on miasions and 
ations during the ensuing years. Inter alia took part in negotiations with 
Sir G. Clayton in 1925, 1927 aid 1928 and expounded Thn Sa’tid’s views and 
fears regarding Italian policy in the Red Sea, Bolshevik activity and Hashimite 
sovereignty in neighbouring countries to the ‘Residency at Cairo early in 1928. 
During all this period waged 4 ding-dong struggle against the Syrian influences 
petal the King, and had ups and downs. Was occulted towards the end of 1926, 
bat returned to favour soon after and bocame Assistant Viceroy beside the 
‘Amir Faysal. Thought to haye indisposed the Amir by his masterfulness as a 
tutor and his disregard as Assistant Viceroy for the Amir's position. Relegated 
in duly 1928 to the post of Director-General of Education, Went to London in 
1029 to represent Ton Sa'fd at the International Postal Congress. While there 
twas solosted for the post of Minister in London, but did not take up the post for 
ver a year, daring which interval he went on. sort of undefined mission to 
Kawai and was algo employed much about the King’s person, though he appeared 
‘on the whole to have lost ground to the Syrians. Ho and Fand Hamza are deadly 
Ghemice. Has during his tenare of the Legation in London represented his country 
on international ercasions, at Geneva. and elsewhere, Was designated 10 BL 
Minister at The Hague, but the arrangements have never materialised for 
oe Micha nay. Represented Sa°ddi Arabia at the opening of the Tokyo 
ue in 19388. Boab ie 
Hligiz Wahba has sown his political wild oats, His anti-British sentiments 
fare supposed to have undergone a change in or before 1028, when he was reported 
as being coustomed to may that, as rogands Egypt, he would always be again 
Great Britain, but, as a servant of Ibn Sa’ad, believed the King's interest to lie 
{nr friendly relations with His Majesty's Government. THe has certainly shown 
himself well-disposed in London, and has on occasion been distinctly helpful. . He 
is a good propagandist for Ibn Sa’fid on the lecture platform and in society. 
Neither taciturn nor talkative, he appeals by his sense of humour and Woks any- 
thing but a Wabhabi (except that he abstains from alcohol and tobacco) at the 
Hyde Park Hotel or the Savoy. Likes the theatre too, and alleged to have, 0 
passion for night clubs to which be gave full rein in New York in 1038, ‘Speaks 
Inoderate English, but is not fluent. A usefal servant to the King, whose respect 
he commands, but not probably his entire confidence. He was on leave in 
Sa’ddi Arabia early in 1040 and returned via Koweit, where he settled with the 
Political Agent the temporary form of the Sa’fidi-Koweit Agreements, which 
‘were then brought into force pending the drawing up and signing of the final 
texts. Accompanied the Amir Faisal and Khalid on their visit-to America and 
winter of 1943. He returned with them to Saudi Arabi 
‘of the interviews between His Majesty's 


1044. Showed himself genuinely 
al corruption of Satdl oficial, 
nas one of his most trustworthy counsellors, 


lamad Suleyndn. 
36 me Secttary of State for Finance, brother of "Abdullah Suleyman, 9. 
and has worked ander him. Once a petty trader in Bahrein and fled. the country 
to evade payment of debts. Acted for his brother as Director-General of Finance 
during bis relegation to Hasa towards the end of 1081. Was appointed Wakil 
for Under-Secretary when Abdallah was made Wazir or full Minister in August 
1982. Has been einployed on missions in "Asir, notably in November 1982, ¥1 
he was sent with Khalid-al-Qarqani to investigate the differences between. the 
Tdrist and Toa Saad’ Governor, They were top late to reach the spot before the 
Tdrisi went into open revolt. Went with a Sa’fidi mission to the Yemen in 
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1933, and was. reported to have been detained by the Imam at San‘a on the situa- 
Hon with Sa’ddi Arabia deteriorating. Returned well before the outbreak of 
hostilities in 1984. In 1995 was a member of 4 Sa‘tdi ‘delegation which visited 
Rahreit, to negotiate the Transit Dues Agreement, and to Kuwait, to discuss 
‘the question of the Sa'tidi blockade of that neighbouring state. Whilst st Bahrein 
he was sued by a local Persian merchant, the Political Agent reported, for an 
ald debt Fall ito isgrace with Ton Saad in the spring of 1436 (ashe had 
lone ‘tt Iéast once previously) but was apparently begged off by bis brother 
“Abdallah. Of even meaner rance ‘ae hie brother, a or talker and not, 
apparently, very intelligent je disclosed to His Majesty's Minister at Taif in 
1942 that his favourite outdoor sport was throwing stooes. His eldest son, 
Suleyinin-al-Hamad, born about 1917, takes some part in public a he was 
for a time director of the agricultural project at AL-Khar}, and early in 1943 he 
Wont to Egypt to buy machinery and spare parts for the Minister of Finance: 
Suleyman represented Shaikh Yusuf Yasin as Acting Minister for Foreign 
‘Afluirs doring the latter's absence in October and November 1948. Visited Egypt 
gain from May to July 1044, ostensibly on Government business, but managed 
fo find time to indulge in lavish personal expenditure on the Government's 
account. He is a shallow, self-seeking yourig mau. 


Bt Ha Boy. 

Formerly Director-General of Military Organisation. Born about 1882 to 
1806, Believed to be an “Iragi Kurd and to have risen to non-cotamissioned rank 
in tho Turkiah army, Was a colovel in the army of Ring Huseyn, but passed to 
the service of Ibn Sa'fd and was officer commanding troops at Yanbu’ before 
1928, Became Officer Commanding in Jedda in that year. Appointed Director. 
General of Military Organisiition in 1931 in snceession to Fawai Bey Kawokji 
Frost all the appearance of a man who might be good in a tingh and tamble, 
none of having the education necessary to create anything serious out of the 
cmbryo regular army, ax Fandhi Bey might have done had he not lost ‘favour 
‘Hatndi sooms to be a man of indifferent charactér, with a gift for intrigue, which 
he displayed in connexion with the vicissitudes of the British Staff-of the Hejaz 
Air Forco in 1931-82. Acts on occasion ax A.D.C. to the King. atteading him on 
his visits to Jedda and being sent to meet sloops, &e. Now insignificant, having 
Gensed to hokd any important military position ‘and to be confined to duties as 
A.D.C. to the Amir Faysal, Stated in 1999 that he had ‘resigned and wanted to 
return fo Teaq, bat was not allowed by Ibn Saud to leave’ the country. Boon 
companion of the Amit Faysal’s Albanian step-father-in-law, Theahim Adham, 
In spite of a gorgeous uniform gives an impression of seediness and Nas been 
known to touch a member of the logation for a loan of two rivals 


28. Seyyid Hama al Ghauth al Mudani. 
At uné time consul-genieral desighate for Java. Became first Savdi Minister 

to Bagdad) 1938. “A” Hejazi of Medina, born perhaps 1306. to 
haye been. educated in ‘Turkish schools and to have frequented ‘Turkish 
society. “Sided with ‘Turks at time of Arab revolt, and edited an. anti- 
Huseyn paper at Medina in their interest. Continued to be anti-H 
‘after the success of the revolt and fled. Said to have been sentenced to death 
default during his absence. Seems, nevertheless, to have been given an important 
post at Damascus, which he continued to hold under King Faisal’s régime there, 
even after ‘King’ Huseyn had launched against him an accusation, probably 
trumped, up, of having stolen valuables from the Prophet's Tomb, Was in 
Hn Sta ecvion by end of 1028 and was one of his delegates at the abortive 
Kuwait Conference of 1923-24, an appointment which led to a revival by the 
"Iraqi delegates of the robbery charge. Became Assistant Governor of Medina 
ler its occupation by Sa’ tdi forces in 1925, "Was later employed in the Palace. 
Selected in 1631 for the proposed consulate-general at Batavia, tothe ereation of 
which the Netherlands Government but which has never been opened, 
robably: cing to financial difficulties. Filled in time ax a member of the 
Prgataive Council, whence he was itunsfcrred to the Amit Sa'td's Divan te 
September 1892. (Came in King's train to Meoca in March 198. “Mach of a 
palace man evidently. Fell into disfavour during his visit to Medina in 1941, but 
was later pardoned and reinstated in the King’s entourage, and is now frequently 
present at meetingw of the “ cabinet.” 


29. Hithlayn Family, ‘ere 
‘People of importance in the ‘Ajman tribe, much concerned in the Nejd revolt 
of 1929. Its principal member, Dhaydin ibn Hithlayn, was slain treacherously in 





‘April iof that year. The following, other members, of the. family deserve 
oy ib) Succeeded Dhaydin and 
if ibm Hitklayn (nickiamed Abs’! Kil succeeded Dhaydn 3 
ea eee ovat, ba surrendered tn astary 190 to the British authorities 
{a Kowait, and was in due coarse handed over to Thu S id, Has sinwe bean @ 
i yidh, closely con X 
Sud Fee ae inlagn ale took an active part ia the revolt, nnd was one 
of two leaders who in July 1929 visited Kuwait in the hope of enlisting support. 
Was fighting toeter with NAIF in October: ventoal fate unleogwn, 
id ibn Muhammad ibn Hithtayn, described as u_"" debonair 
ise Yona warrior” Was ape of th Matayr and “Agmip Shey living in 
"Teng under King Faisal’s protection. Visited Kuwait an 1032 at tho time o 
jarently to size up the chances of new anti-Sa’fidi action, 
Made tis si Ton Sa'hd and retarned to Sw6ui Arabia towards the end 
Of 1994. Appointed Amir al Biidia or Governor of the Ajman desert, with tead- 
quarters at Aweyma (80 miles W.N.W. of Al Qatif) in 1936. 


“A sayni (or Aousini) ay 
Mf Feettee Byrian ee bent established in Jedda. An enterprisit fed 
derives some importance from being a friend of Fuad Hamza and Yusuf ieee 
‘and haying connexions in Manco: nota with soot Bras. ‘bal 
i Yahibi ised. ‘Briti a smal . 
cae ws cone oar in 1082, when Ydlibi visited Jedda-in order to work 
tp busines and with rea idea of geting concsions of alors, ‘hey cain 
1 have important support. in Lancashire, and specifically, that of the Cali 
y rion (Limited). Tt was understood in 1932 that "Awayni 
Eee deren ata cael ow a 
tr Hatta. In February or March 1933 he went to Riyadh on bebalf o certain 
merchants to ry and dissuade the King from proceeding with the concesion 
the ex-Khedive's group for the creation of a National Bank. A man likely to 
Have ups and downs of fort, in dealing with whom commercial, grat care 
should be used. Appears to be closely mssoc in busines wil 
Naj r. nt the last year or a0 in Beirut, where he 
ee Sethe ea ot Pincial Purebostee, ‘agent. Although nothing. Red yet 
hoon proved against him, the Hritish security authorities have regar jim Tor 
a ey ‘time as suspect and only eeluc tantly agreed to ye rou ms ie, Lebanon, 
ii Sa’ February 1944 irned to Beit i Sa’ 
ea an Ant Saud Minster tu Beirut, ut ater aged wit His 
Majesty's Government that his appointment would be unsuitable 


Naxi ‘ 

a Tattoo isjasi of Jeida of Bgyptian origin. Horm about ese 

Inherited much property from his father, ur Nasif, who was a notal 
in Turkish times, as well as the ag 

t the Tange 


rosperons, but 
teith King’ Hosey, 
in Jedda. Was sa 


isliked hy the régime, but kee 
san a pase We Ted 


eet qumof Jedda 1037. Identical with the Thrabim al Tanaifi mentioned 
in The Heart of Arabia and, according to the author, Mr. Philby, has ave 
doubtfal claim to the historic name of Mu‘ammar, which be subsequentty 
ine iat sata "A ee 
prada Reed's diwany transferred to that of the Amir Saad’ in 1932, In 
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1983 was appointed Chargé d°Affaires at Bagdad. His alleged undiplomatic 
activities were the subject of complaint on several occasions, and in 1987 
hocessitated his removal. An active, able man, interested in world affairs and 
With a great sense of humour. Has improved Jedda considerably, is useful. in 
pilgrimage matters, and is helpful to foreigners within the limits of his powers. 
At one time was the principal channel of communication between the legatiod 
and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, but is not now trusted by the King or the 
Amir, Faysal in confidential matters, i 

His eldest son, Abdullah, born about 1920, formerly served under Yusuf Yasii 
in the Political Burean at ‘Riyadh and has now (May 1943) been appointed 
first, secretary at the Sa'tidi Legation in Bagdad. ‘Another son, "Abdul "Aziz, 
horn about 1923, is n student at the American University of Beirut. A heat 
rogue, he was dismissed.in April 1944 as a result of a scandal connected wit 
aalave-girl and his unblushing peculation of Government stores and smuggling 
aotivition. 


88, Ibrahim Shakir. 

Born about, 1903 in the Hejaz of Turkish-Syrian parents. Was employed a# 
chief clork in the Jedda Quarantine Department during the latter part of the 
Hashimiterogime, Next heard ofa partner of Hussain al Awayni (g.) iy AGH 
Has since managed Awayni's piece-goods business in Jedda and acquired & 
considerable personal fortune in conjunction with Awayni and Najib Salha (g.¢.)- 
Ana ue land agent for the Amir Faysal.| 10 1049 built a lange mansion outside 
edda, which he has now (July 1944) let. to the United: States Legation at an 
vorbitant seal.” Hae alao:boilt a loxurious villa in Cairo.» A.close friend of 

‘wwuf Yasin, 


4A, Iazet Din Shaw 

Born about 1905 in Gaza, Palestinian of a well-known family, Educated 
at St, Catherine’s College, Cambridge, where he took a diploma in agriculture. 
Joined the rebels and took ian active part against the British during the Palestine 
troublos in 1037-38. Was at one time private secretary to the Mufti. Violently 
antidew, Came to. Iriq in 1940 with his wife, who is French, and joi 
Rashid Ali's rebel army in May 1941. Escaped after the rebellion had been 
‘rushed. ‘and was granted asylum hy Tho Sa'd provided he refrained from 
political activities, He has becn in Sa’ddi Arabia ever since and has kept 
word. Appointed Director of Agriculture at Al Kharj early in 194 and in April 
Dirvctor of the Olfice of Public’ Works at Jedda in succession to Najib Salba. 
A sincore nationalist, he is outspoken about his views on Palestine, but is not 

yanti-British.. ‘The legation has found him to be an intelligent and co-opera 
tiyg colleague in his new job, and therefore a pleasant change from the majority 
of Sa'fdi officials, Has.a son at Victoria College. 


30. Muhammad ‘Td Rawwaf. 
Formerly Sa'ddi consul in Damascus. Born about 1898. One of a Sherari 
family which migeated from Janf to Damascus in 1910, Family not highly con- 
lered in Damascus, but 'Id’s father maintained close connexion with Tin hrod 
‘and wa helpful to him in negotiations with the Turks. He, the father, made a 
fortuno in camel-dealing and left wealth to his two sons. Aesording to his own 
scoount Mohammad made lange sun of money during the Great War by buying 
‘up English banknotes in Damascus at a discount of 20 per cent. to 40 per cent, 
stealing away to Bagdad as soon as it fell into British hands, and cashing the 
notes at par, Appointed to his Damascus post in 1929 in succession to his brother 
Yasin. Had then only had primary education, bat was stated last year to be busil 
improving on it. Was considered by His jaar: resent consul in Damascus 
rather stupid, though pleasant and. useful. informed on local currents of 
thought and pushes in Syrian nationalist circles, without apparently carrying 
much Jpaight, ‘the idea of an Arab Empire with Ibn Sa’id as a suitable ruler 
for it. ‘The brother Yasin Raywiif, whom he succeeded, is said to have become 


Governor of Medina in 1929-90. He was appointed, second assistant. to the 


Viceroy of the Hejaz in September 1930, but has faded out of Sa°ddi official 
Jife and now lives at Damascus, Muhammad ’Id Rawwaf was superseded as 
consol at Damascus by Rusheyd Pasha (g-e.) in May 1983 and appointed an 
Assistant Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. In 1935 was appointed 
Acting Governor (ammagam, not Amit) of Sedde, but in 1807 exchanged posts 
With Tbrabim it Ma'ammar. Ceased to be Chargé d’Affaires at 1938, 
yrten a Saudi Minister was appointed, and was made a member of i 
inisters. 
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86. Ldrisi Family. . 

Founded by Ahmed al Idrisi, a uative of Fez, who became a notable religious 
teacher at Mecca and created a Tariga, or school of religious doctrine, Moved 
on to Sabya, in "Aair, where he acquired land and died in the odour of sanctity 
‘about 1837 ‘and where his tomb is still venerated. ‘The Idrisis supplanted the 
Sherifian family, which had ruled at Abd “Arish in the time of his son Muhammad 
and Muhammad's son "Ali. The branch of the family most identified with 
‘Asir is descended from these two, as appears from the following table, which is 
not necessarily complete or accurate as regards order of birth:— 


Abed, the fouuder 





aya (ay Atal (3) "Able “Aula Maan 
Woathab “asin died 1993. cor Abt 


The numbered members of this branch deserve further notice, 


(2) This Mulamnad was notable man i hi day. Born in 1978. Stodied 
in Egypt and at Kafra, Organised opposition to the Turks in 'Asit in and 
after 1004. Made treaties with His Majesty's Government through the Resident 
at Aden in 1915 and 1917, Came to terms with Tha Sa’dd in 1920, when he 
Coded to him auy rights he wight have in the country about "Abhi. 

@) Diplacet ) in 1926, after complicated events. Accepted in that year 
the suserainty of Tbn Sa’td by'a treaty signed at Mecca. Accepted in October 
1931 the practical annexation of “Asir by Ibn Sa’0d, retaining a simulacrum only 
Of quasi sovereign rights. Joined in the rebellion against Tha Sa'Od in Novenber 
1998, and on its collapse in due course took refuge in Yemen. After strenuous 
‘efforts to obtain his surrender, Ibn Sa'td agreed recently that he should remain 
im the Yemen under the Imim's supervision, and accorded him a pension, 
Appears, be a man of weak character, very amenable to inuace,” Was 

Pribed some years ago aa monkish.” 
seep Sounded his Tuther in 1029. Was upbeld by the Masiriha and other 
tribes in 1924 inst an attempt to Com him by his cousin Mustafa, HAT 
who established himself temporarily at Hodeyda, then an Tdrisi possession. "AN, 
in turn, lost Hodeyda to the Imim in 1925, and was displ nf (2) in 1926. 
Hoturned to Mecca in August 1926, and secms to have lived mostly there wntil 
he was suddenly arrested and deported to Riyadh in the summer of 1082, under 
‘suspicion, apparently, of intending a coup in "Asir, Recently attempted to 
excape, Was foiled Wat did not die, as was rumoured. aS : 

(4) and (), who died on the Sth April 1980, were very active in onganising 
‘and conducting the "Asir revolt of Navember-Decomber 1982. j 

‘The original Ahmed has a numerous posterity through another son, yatiously 
called “Abdal-AL or "Abdul-Mutal, His descendants have Teen principally 
‘associated with Dongola, where his tomb is a place of pilgrimage, and with Egypt. 
The following table shows only thoas of the branch who have come to notice in 
connexion with Arabia in recent years :— 

med the fide 


Malanmad Sherif Seni 





a. Avant 


(9) Minghtst (ovata 
(6) Was a trusted British agent during the Great War. Later played a rdle 
in pokey ‘his cousin “Ali, No. (3). ‘Died in Egypt in 1930. 






























































7) One of the “Asir delegation which came to Mecca in ‘October 1990 to 
complete the arrangements for the absorption of 'Asir into Ibn Sa'd’s déminions. 
Concerned in the rebellias of November-December 1982, and! left with No. (9) 
for Massawa after it collay 5 

(@), Has been politically active for tiany years. Works normally, itis . 
in the Italian interest, but played an apparently pro-Se’tdi réle m 1926-97, at 
the time of and after the establishment of Ibu Sa’iid’s suzetainty over ‘Asir 
Visited Mecca at least three times from September 1926 to ber 1927 
Was thought perhaps to aspire himbelf to the post of ruler of "Asir. Visited 
His Majesty’s agent and consul in Jedda on the 15th September, 1927, 
Mr. Stonehewer Bird described him at that time as being the King's unofficial 
adviser in regard to "Asir and Yemen. He found him a man of intelligence and 
broad views—pro-Sa’tdi, but not pro-Wabhibi. Accused by the Sa’fdi 
Government in 1992 of again serving Italian interests, and of being concerned 

n the political plot behind the "Asi 

(®) Much concerned in the 
at Jizin at the crucial time, and attempted by a letter and a visit to Kamaran to 
get Ilis Majesty's Government to recognise what he represented as the restoration 
of Idrisi rule. Withdrew early in 1983 to Massawa, with his relative M. Al- 
"Arabi, No.) 

‘All members of the family have the title of Seyyid. ‘There is a close 
connexion between the family and the Sentisis, whose founder was a disciple of 
tho original Alued al Idrisi, The spiritual relationship has been reinforced by 
intermarriage at various times. ‘The Tdrisis have also a connexion with the 
Mirghini family, whose head resides in the Sudan, and is chief of yet another 
‘Tariqa, once powerful and still important, 


7, Khdlid Al Qarguni (alias Al Had, alias Abu’? Wali, 
A Tripolitan, who is said to have served under the Sentsi, fought the Ttafiasis 
‘and Fotired into Egypt, where he has a daughter married to Abdur- 
Rahmin “Azim Bey, formerly a desert fhter in the Sensi cause, former 
Vgyphian Minister to Trnq and Sa’di Arabia, Al Qargani was brought to Ybn 
Sa’dd's notice, it ia said, by Sheykh Hitiz Wahid, and came to the Hejaz in 1030. 
‘Was appointed in September 1930 First Assistant to the Viceroy. bat ahd 
‘oon, vacated the post and went into business with the German merchant, after- 
wards honorary German consul, de Haas. Was re-employed by the Government 
to accompany the American engineer Twitchell on his tours of survey for water 
‘and minetale. Was sent with Hamad Saleymin (g.¢.) to Aste in November 1992 
to investigate the dispute between the Tdrisi and Tha Sa'fd’s Governor. This 
mission could not be accomplished by the two delegates, who, in the following 
year, with Turki al Madhi, formed an equally unsuccessful delegation to Sana 
Jatote: the outbreak of the'Sa°Odi-Yetnen war. Was a Sa‘ddi legate to the 
Babrein Transit Dues, and Koweit Blockade Conferences of 1985, Was also a 
Sa‘iidi representative at the negotiations over the Red Sea oil concession with 
Petroleum Concessions (Limited) (added in 1939), Acted as buyer for certain 
Gerinan yoods for the Saxidi Government. Tn 1933 was found to be on the staff of 
‘Amir Sa'Gd, but later in the year officially appointed to that of Tha Sa°dd. Said to 
have a larg salary. Seems tobe a trusted adviser, and said to be honest in 
negotiation, though not necessarily scrupulous in financial matters. Accompat 
Dr. Mahmid Hammuda to London and Paris in 1930 in connexion with the 
jroposed amendment of the Sanitary Convention, Visited Germany in 1999 
Petore the outbreak of war ona mission to purchase arms for Sa‘ddi Arabia. 
Had an interyiew with Hitler, but was otherwise unsuccessful. Has a slight 
impediment. ih, his speech. Speaks French and perhaps Italian. Claims to have 
travelled a good deal in Europe, including Russia, and is regarded by Tha Sa’id 
‘as.an expert on European affairs. An interesting talker but can be waspish. Said 
Ey ome! people to be anti-Britih: but is probebly only rather sourly pro-Arab, 
Ts now in poor health (1943), It was rumoured in July 1944 that he was to be 
appointed Sa'idi Minister in Angora in place of Fuad Hamza. Speaks fair 
‘urkish. 


‘38. Muhammad ibn “Abdul “Aziz ibm Madhi. 

'A. Nejdi, formerly Governor of Jizan. Transferred about 1940 to be Governor 
of Al Khobar, which post he now holds. A friend of the Qaimmaqam of Jedda, 
‘but without the latter's knowledge of the world outside Arabia. Speaks nothing 
but Arabic and that with a strong Nejdi accent. Comes much into contact wit 
tho Americans of the California Arabian Standard Oi] Company at Dhahran 
find was lavish-in his hospitality to His Majesty's Minister when he visited 





198 


Dhahran in March 1942 Earned the gratitade of the Royal Air Force for his 
élp when one of their aircraft foréelanded on Tardt Island in January 1942 A 

wer brother is Governor af the town of AT-Qatif, and another brother, "Abdul 
'Azir ibn Madhi, is Governot of Dhiba. 


9B. Mehdi Bey 

Director-General of Policn, with headquarters in Mecea, for several years, 
but in 1938 was made Director-General of Public Security. though no change m 
his functions was announced or observed. An "Iraqi, who has, however, lived 
in "Iraq: Said to have been a regimental clerk in the Turkish army, im which 
brother of his is still an officer. Was eam also in Kiny 
He appears to be arbitrary and ruthless and 10 wield considerable authority. 
tuan of organising ability, and the Mecca orphanage, wick is under hi charge, 

xn declared by a competent Indian witness to be the best-organised concern 
in Sa'ddi Arabia. In 1998, when he had extended the system of regular police to 
Hasa, he was given by Ibn Sa’dd the title of at Muslth (The Reformer). 
40. "Abdur Rahman ibn Mudiirat, 

Governor of Wejh. Little Known to the Legatin, but worth mentioniny 
because of the importance of his postin relation to Egypt and Transjordan, an 
because he was one of the leaders of the forces, with advanced baw at Dhaba, 
employed against Tbn Rifada in 1992, Is possibly a tribal personage rather tha 
an administrative Governor, and may be of Ube family of Hoseyn ibn Mubirak 
Of the Harb tribe, who was'a power at Rubigh at the time of the Arab revolt 


41, Muhanmad at-Tawit. 

A native of Jada‘ Heyptian oeyin, Gots amal-post inthe customs in 
‘Turkish times and rose to be Direotor of ‘Customs in Jedda ‘under King Husoyn, 
Played a leading part in the ziovement of the Hejazi notables to compel Huseyn's 
abdication and the accession of King ‘Alt in October 1924. Remained in theory 
Director of Customs only, but wielded great influence under All, and: was 
described ws being“ pracially dictator” tn Nove: 1035, aftr ba tromph 
in a dispate with Ahmed Saqgif, the Prime Minister, who decided to leave. 
Promised at that time to devote ‘to the cause of the Hejaz every penny of 
“certain economies” which he had effected while Director of Customs, “Left the 
Hejaz on the fall of Jedda, but returned in 1927 or early in 1925 and started. a 
motor transport business, Was said in. 1928. to have. been president of the 
Hizb-al-Abrar al Hijazi, bot made his peace with Ton Sa’dd after an absence at 
Riyadh, which was described in February 1928 as a deportation, Was slow to 
Feceivo ‘olicial employment, and was porhaps considered unsuitable for such 


D 

employment in the Hejaz, but was in September 1930 placed at the head of 

Coniston to wady aod reorganine the Gsanctal and ecafomio wtuation in Wasa 

Remained for some time in this employment, despite rumours of assassination 

or flight Appeared to have tightened up regulations und trodden er are 
D 


‘corns in the process, but not to have made the Hasi Customs as paying as h 

‘A capable and well-reputed man, liked by the authorities at Balirein, but he fell 
foal of the California Arabian Standard Oil Company to such an extent that 
Sayyid Hashim was ent to. look after their business with the Government 
in 193, At-Tawil was recalled in 1936 and replaced by two separate olficinls 
in his posts as Director of Funtnee and Director of Customs, In 1938 appointed 
(against his will) manager of the Nejd Motor Transport Company. Since 1948 
appears to have lived in retirement on his estate in Hasa. ‘The company ix 
now defunct. 


42. Mustafa Badruddin. 

Director of Customs in Jedda. A North African or of North African 
ofigin, Born probably about 1802. Was given @ small post in the Jedda 
tastori-hooke some years ago, and later became Director-of Customs at Vanba’ 
‘Transferred to Jedda in the same capacity in 1030, A man of little ability, but 
vac Tepoied not long ago t0 be disscartigly Bowe TC has not serualy 
Infected the custom-house as a whole with this malady, Papalarly suppoved to 
hold Axis views” and certaitly conreals very well any affection he fay have 
for the British. Is reputed to be well in with of dhow-men snuggling is 
teres al Soe Rrtetsel In ay. 1094 Whoa taree conaiarpient St nad eee 
aught being smuggled oat of dedda to Egypt. ‘leased shortly after. 


48. Ibrahim an-Neshm 


Formerly Amir 6f Jauf. Said to be-a Nejdi; to have been originally a maker 
Of mative foov-gear; to ave beea'in Meditn Wwhile-the Hashimites still beld it; 













































































and to have escaped to the Sa'Adi side, where his knowledge of the situation im 
Medina was co useful that he was given a command. He appears to have been 
employed. at Tebik and perhaps at Yanbu’ in the ensuing years. He became 
notorious in Februaty 1990 for a large-scale raid into Transjordan similar to that 
of “Abdul--Aziz ibn Musd'id (gn) about he the same time. "Fle was apparently at 
the time already Governor of Jauf, a post from which the King dismissed hima 
about the end of the year, not, it was explained, because the man was bad, but 
because the King desired to eliminate causes of quarrel with His Majesty's 
Government. Reappeared subsequently as Governor of Al-'Ula, but was 
transferred to an unspecified post in or about June 1933. Is now (May 1934) one 
of the more important subordinate commanders in the. Western Army on the 
‘Saudi-Yemen border. Governor of Turaba in 1934 until September 1935, when 
ho was appointed Governor of Najran. 


44. Quttdn Family. 

(i) Yusu/ im Salim Qattdn, said to have been originally a servant in a 
coffee-ahop in Mecea and afterwards of the original Qattan family whose name 
he took, Became a guide for Javanese pilgrims, Rose to be president of the 
Mecea tnunicipality under the Turks, but was still so uneducated that he was 
‘said to bo unable to tll "the letter Alif from a telegraph pole."” Became Minister 
of Publ Works under King Howey, Was said in 1080 to be fall of schemes 
connected with the pilgrimage and the advancement of his son No. (2) below. 
Has also come to notice as one of the agents concerned with the properties of 
the Sherifian family, 

(2) ‘Abbds Qatién, an ambitious young man, born aboot 1901; who was 
himself prosident of the municipality in Mecca in 1990 and still occupies that post. 
He isthe righthand man of Sheykh “Abdollah Suleymin, Minister of Finance, 
and is chiof organiser of the hotels recently opened at Mecca, Jedd and Medina, 


45. Quiaibi Family. 

‘An important merchant family in the Persian Gulf. ‘The Legation is 
indebted to the Political Agent in Bahrein for an account of them, which was 
drawn up in June 1931, and of which the following is summary :— 


Said to be descended from a butcher of Riyadh. Composed of the five 
brothers mentioned below; children of the same mother by two brothers, Hasan 
fand Ibrahim, who married her successively: partners in business and property; 
engaged in’ trade between Babrein, their headquarters, Hasa and Nojd 
Accounted, despite the acquisition of wealth, extremely plebvian and 
disqualified by Arab custom from intermarriage with women of better birth. 


(0) Abdu Aste ibe Sa end wins the mainstay of the frm; 
nated pious; respec dd. Was Sa’fdi delegate to the abortive 
Hifockade’ Conference at Kuwait in 1036, ¥: 

(2) 'Abdur-Rahmén ibn Hasan, more enlightened and» wonderfel fellow 
for pearl dealing. Possessed of some knowledge of French and English and 
sceustomed to go to Pari on pearl business, Sensible but conceited. 

(8) ‘Abdullah ibn Hasan, intelligent and sharp, but of mean and tow 
‘character and meddlesome, Inclined to be boastful and disliked by Tbn Sa’ 

Fea i llaaae tom Torok, very felis and gro andes low w ter as (3), 
jot tempered, 

(9) Sa'ad ibm Ibrahim, permanently resident in Hasa. Not personally known 
eS io to bo'e good “mixer,” bot similar in character to 

an 


When the above information was supplied in 1991 the Qusaibis had great 
influence owing to their position as agents of Ibn Sa’dd in Bahrein and buyers of 
his requirements for Nejd, as well as to their wealth and their hold on many 
to whom they had lent money. Their most distinguished debtor was the Ki 

himself, who owed them in 1930 something like £30,000, and who, although about: 
half of this had been paid off by June 1931, still owed them the ce 
Atwlurrahmin was given in the later year roring commission to try and raise 
the wind for the Sa’tdi Government in Europe, but failed completely. The 
relations of the Qusaibis with the King no longer seem to be as close as formerly. 
‘They resented the reforms introduced by Muhammad at-Tawil (g.r.). They were 
driven by bad business to press the King for money. He has of late employed 
‘other persons to buy for him, but he is not known to have deprived the Qusaibis 
of their getieral agency for him at Babrein. ‘The Amir Sa'dd frequently employed 
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the Qusaibis to buy goods for him in Bombay, but was said in April 1042 to have 
become dissatisfied with them and to be employing other agents, 


46. Rashid Family, 

Former ralers of Hail. Little is known of the remnants of this family once 
© powerful and later so fallen, even before its final collapse, that it was 
*atcounted infamous, even in such a land of violence as Arabia, for its record 
of domestic murders."* It deserves attention, however, because of the possibility 
of its reappearance on the scene, ¢.g., if the Shammar tribes from which it sprang 
‘hould go against Ibn Sa°fd. Tt is understood that, after the fall of Hil, the 
King pursued a policy of absorption, not of annihilation, and that many persons 
belong to the Bent Rashid, or connected with them, passe ino his entourage 
‘Two lads who are being brought up with his younger children and are included in 
apertet ore sus ate sad to be tho children of a Rashtd lady, whom Tbn Sa'dd 
married after their birth. Their names are— 

(1) Suledn and 

(2) Mish'al— 


the Jatter of which corresponds with that of an infant child of the last ruling 
ihn Rashid, as given in the 1917 volume of Personalities in Arabia. ‘Two other 
persons have come to notice, who are said to be related to the Beni Rashid, viz— 


(8) Mansdr ibn "Asaf, who is said to have been taken into Ibn Sa'dd's service 
and to have served for a term as Governor of Tebdk; and his brother— 

(4) Nasir ibn ‘Asaf, who also served. Ibn Sa'dd, but was reported to havo 
deserted into Transjordan in 1931 


‘As the information about thie family ix m meagre, it ix worth notin that 
the following members of if accompanied Ibn Sa°bd from Riyhdh co Jevlda 1 
March, 1994 :— 

(5) Muhammad ibo Talal (a daughtor of his was married to Ibn Sa'id 
in 1038) 
NG) Mash’ ibn Mav’0d ibm ‘Abdal "Atte 

(7) Rashid al Muheyain al Jabr. 

(8) Sultdn ibn Talal al Jab, 

(9) Fahad ibn Hamid al Jabr. 


Of these (6) and (8) may be identical with (1) and (2) be 
‘al Qura early in 1935 gave a list of the Beui Rashid wre Ses to th aja with 
{ion Sa'td in March of that year, This list gave all the names, except (0), unless 
the nate Mash'al al Sa'(d in the 1935 list corresponded with the same person, 
‘Two other names appear in the 1035 list 


(10) “Abdulla ab Mit’ib. 
(11) "Ubaid al "Abdullah. 


At Jeast one Thn Rashid accompanied the King’s son, the Amir Faysal, to the 
‘Yemen front in April, 1934, ‘ = 

‘The younger princes are grently in evidence in Tha Sa'bd's entourage, ing 
treated generally very much like his own younger sous, 

‘The only member of the family outside Sardi Arabia, and therafore of some 
importance, is (12) Mohammad iba “Abdul Mubsin ar Rashid, born about 1910, 
Lives at the Court of the King of Iraq (according to a 1985 report), ont of whose 
privy puree he is said to receive a pension of about £20 a month, "Twice stated 
{fo have set ont, with the cognisance of the late King "Ali, to raise the Shammar, 
cross the frontier and take Hil, but returned on each occasion with standards 
till unfurled, having judged the moment not propitious. Still keeps in touch 
‘vith the Shammar and maintains bedouin mode of life. Desoribed as ordinarily 
2 rather dull, brooding young man, and perhaps not very resourceful, but, 
presented with a good enough opportunity, he would quickly be off across the 
desert to recapture his ancestral home. 


47. Riféda Famils 

Chiefs of the il tribe, with an urban establishment at Wejh, The most 
notable recent member of the family, Suleymin Afutn, played «not saconsiderable 
rile during the Great War, but was killed ina raid in 1916 and left two sons, 
Theahim and Ahmed. His brother Salim, who had died earlier, left a sm, Hamid. 
‘The cousins in this generation were at enmity. Hamid made a bid for the 
Sheykhship on his uncle's death. He was one of several Hejazi Sheykhs who 





































































































approached the Residency in Cairo in, 1924, complaining both of King Huseyn’s 
tyranny and hie inability to protet them ageinst the Wahhabis. "He-came into 
greater prominence in 1928, when, having returned from Transjordan and taken 
to brigandage, he attempted a coup at Wejh, hoping to his cousin 
Thrahim, who was Governor there and bead of the tribe. After a further peri 
of exile became into sil greater prominence in 1932 by invading the He}az at 
the head of @ rebel band. He and two, it was said, of his sons were killed, 
there may be survivors of this branch. At the outset of the revolt Ibrahim visited 
the King at the head of a loyal delegation. He is still head of the Billi tribe in 
the Hejaz, but the Governor of Wejh is now Tbo Mubarak (see No. 40). 
family have attaches with a section of the Billi established in Egypt. 
Avan editor of tho Uinm al the portan 

‘as editor of the Umm al Qura, the more important of the two weekl} 
nowapapers published at Mecca and the unoficial organ of the Saidi Govern 
ment, but no longer occupied post in-1986, though believed to be still connected 
with’ the newspaper. A Palestinian from Nablus. In 1997. or before was 
appointed Assistant Director of the Political Section of the Royal Diwan. The 
following year had a violent quarrel with his chief, Yusuf Yasin, bat retained 
his position. In appearance a down-trodden little man, but away from hia chief 
oie alable and talkative. Well read in Arabic Htereiare and history. Speaks 
good Turkish and some French, 
49. Salih ibm Abu Bakr Shaca, 

Born probably not lator than 1800. Comes of a learned family in Mecca, 

whore he was born, Much employed on Committee for Waqfs, grain distribu: 
tion, ée, tmnder tho Hlaabimite régime. Fled to:Jedda after the Sadi capture 
of Taif. Was one of the Hejazi notables who compelled the abdication of Kim 
Huseyn, in October 1924 and rallied in due course to Tha Sa'id, Became one of 
two assintants to the Amir Faysal in his capacity as Viceroy. Spoken of in 1930 
48 a possible Minister of Education in a Cabinet then rumoured to be in contem: 
Plation, but, if the rumoar was true, the project was not parsed. Wheo the 
abinet was eventually organised on its present lines early in 1932 and the Amir 
Enysal was given the Ministry of the Interior, as well as others, Salih Shiita 
wan made his chief assistant in that Ministry.” fp 1986 was a member of the 
Legislative Assembly, Related to No, 67, Referred to in 1043 ax" Second 
Deputy” of the Advisory Council. 


50, Sdayri Family, 
‘Tako their name from the district of Sdayr_in Nejd. Aro related to 


ibn Se'fd through the fact that his mother wax = Sdayri. He has, moreover, 
taken two wives from the family, Five mombers of the family have come to 
‘otica in recent years, viz.:— 


(I) ‘Abdullah as-Sdayri, Governor of Tebiik since about the beginning of 
1031, ‘Transferred early in 1936 to Medina (see No. 2). 

@ Turki as Sdayri Governor of Avit, with beadquarirs at Abba. 

(3) ‘Abdul "Aziz as-Sdayri, Governor of Jauf, with headquarters at Qariyat 
Recauso of the proximity of his Governorate to Transjordan and his frequent 
contacts with the authorities of that country ho is the hest known and toat 
important member of the family. 

(4) Muhammad ns-Sdayri, younger brother of (3), Governor of Sakaka, 

(3) Admad ibn Turki ax-Sdayri, Governor of A-Qunfida 
81. Shavibi Kami 
Important in Mecca as the Keepership of the Key of the Ka'aba is hereditary 
in the family. ‘The prerogative is very lucrative because all entering the 
Ka'aba are supposed to make « present to the Keeper if to their means 
The family are admittedly descendants of the Qurayeh tribe, but not of the 
Prophet. Te is claimed that the pedigree is continuous from pre-Islamic times 
ian that tho Fight to keep the key also dates from that early period. Accordin 
toon story, there was a blot on the escutcheon in the 10th century, when the male 
escent failed and the succession passed through a lady of the family who marri 
a slave, The late Keepers physical appearance a that ‘this might. be 
true, but there is no proof Another branch of the family, claiming similar 
descent, formerly lived in Tunis, but now resides in Mecca. The present 
of the Key is— 

(1) Muhammad ash-Sha'ibi, an elderly map, probably the nephew of the late 
Keeper, who died in January 104 and whom This relative wae appointed te 





197 


(2) Abdullab ash-Sha'bi, next in succession as Keeper of Key. Is member 
of the Legislative Assembly and has held numerous other important posts of an 
honorary nature... Highly respected. 

52. Sherifian Family. 

“Aino ‘called Hashimites by virtoe of descent from the great-grandfather of 
the Prophet, but this name seems to be more particularly affected by the family 
of King Huseyn, There have heen in the past and are in the present, numerous 
families claiming this descent through one or other of the sons of "Ali, the fourth 
Caliph and son-in-law of the Prophet. ‘There are in Arabia itself many 
individuals bearing the title of Sherif, which is held to imply descent from 
Hasan, the elder son of ‘Ali, and whole clans known collectively as Ashraf. |The 
strains most conspicuous in the Hejaz trace this descent throogh an intermediate 
Common ancestor Hasan ibn Ab Numey, who was Grand Sherif of Mecca in the 
latter part of the 16th century. Three groups of his descendants are accounted 
specially iniportant, viz 

The Dhiiwi Zeyd, L 
particular branch of whom are the Dhaw! ‘Aun, and 
rakat 

All Grand Sherifs of Mecca, in, the 17th century were drawn from the rival 
Dhiwi Zeyd and Dhawi Aun. The last Grand Sherif belonging to the former 
was ‘Abdul-Mutallib, who held the post threo times at long intervals, The 
majority belonged to the Dhawi ‘Aun, of whom came the late King Huseyn and 
huis sons. 

‘Although the most important. members of the Sherifian family now live 
outside Sa'fdi Arabia, their connexion with the Hejaz is s0 close we to justify this 
fReneral notice. The following list, very incomplete, shows thora. who, have come 
to notice in recent. years >— 


(A) Dhdwt Zeyd. 

(1) ‘Alt Haydar—Kormerly resided in Constantinople. Worked in with the 
Young Turks and was at one time Minister of Augaf. Appointed Grand Sherif 
to supersede King Huseyn in or about 1917, but. was naturally unable to assume 
the post eectively.» Sought early in 192, fot Brtiah suppor n obtaining post of 

itor Govarnor of Hejaz under Ibn Sa'dul. Moved later that year to Boirut, 
where he died in 1994, Had several sons, the eldest of whom, Abdul-Majid, is 
married to a Turkish princess (who is not, however, as stated. in the Jast Person. 
alities Report, a daughter of the ex-Caliph Abdul Majid), and showed signs of 
political ambition after the Armistice. One of "Ali Haydar's wives and the 
other of two of his younger sons is of British birth. Yet another son studied at 
St. Andrew's and had the distinction of acting as best man at the marriage of 
1a Scotch divine at St. Giles's Cathedral. Civilised people, important to keep in 
‘mind, though of no obvious political importance at present. 

(@) Ja’afar Haidar, brother of the above. Also lived in Constantinople. If 
alive, may be identical with the elderly Sherif "Ali Ja'far who lived at Labej in 
1932 and was described as a descendant of “Abdal-Mutalli 

(8) Sharaf ‘Adndn Pasha al Ghdlib ae-Zeyd—Formetly frequented both 
Constantinople and the Hejaz. Spoken of in 1925 ag a possible ruler of the 
Hejaz, if Ibn Sa’dd won the war. Elected president of the Moslem Congress at 
Mecca’ in June 1926, and was later the vehicle of Ibn Sa’dd’s refusal to: hold 
another owing to attitude of the “All brothers. Represented Ibn Sa’dd in 1927 
‘at conference at Jizin to deal with the Red Sea Petroleum Company's concession 
in the Farsan Islands. Described in 1928 as ‘* griazled and doddering.” Still 
resides in Mecca, but apparently a back number. 5 

(8) Sharaf ‘idha, ‘usually called Sherif Sharaf tout court-—Appointed 
Acting Minister of Finance under Ibn Sa°t in January 1926, Resides in Mecca 
and is now a member of the Legislative Council. In 1986 appointed to be a 
member of the King’s suite. Appears now (1943) to spend all his time at Mecca 
and Taif. A courteous, dignified man, rather silent and with something of a 
brooding wir, 

(8) Khdtid-—A nephew of the "Al Ja’far mentioned at (2). Impticated in 
tho conspiracy against Thn Sa’6d in 1982 snd was active in and around Aden. 
Perhaps the same as Sherif Khalid Sadiq Adnan. 


(B) Dhdwt "Aun. 


(8) "Alf ibn ‘Abdullah —Formerly Grand Sherif. Dismissed by the Turks 
in 1907, Resides in Egypt Described in Juve 1092 as an active supporter of the 
Hizb-al-Ahrar al Hi 

































































7) ‘Ali ibm Huseyn —Ex-King of thé Hejaz. Succeeded King Huseyn on 
his abdication in October 1924, but was compelled to abandon untenable position 
in Jedda in December 1925. Resided mostly im Bagdad, where he died on the 
13th Febroary, 1935, 

(8) Faysal ibn Huseyn—King of "Iraq, Died in 1934 and was succeeded by 
his son Ghazi. 

(0) ‘Abdullah ibm Huseyn—Amir of Tratisjordan. 

(10) Zeyd ibn Huseyn—Had a Turkish mother, a granddaughter of the 
well-known Grand Vizier Reshid Pasha, and has property interests quite distinct, 
from those of his brothers. Born in Constantinople an 1900-formerly Lraqi 
Minister at Ankara, Appointed Iraqi Minister at Berlin in September 1935, 

‘All these, except perhaps (10), have issue, So had King Huseyn's brother 
Nasir, now deceased, who Jeft six sons and four daughters 

(104) "Abdul Hamid AL'A wn. Understood to be a grandson of (6). | Chiefly 
noteworthy ax being the principal figure in the Sherifian plot against Ibn Sa’ds 
in 1940, “Arrested and sentenced, to death, he was pardoned (Amir “Abdullah 
of Transjordan interceded for him). After a period of detention at Riyadh he 

ws allowed to leave the country with the two younger brothers and some other 
latives who were also implicated. Now believed to be in Egypt. 
(©) Dhdwi Barakat, 

(U1) Sharaf ibm *Abitul-Muhsin—Seoms to have served King Huseyn in 
Egypt, but entered the service of Ibn Sa’tid and became Amir-al-Arbin, oF 
Ditectot of ‘Tribes, Appointed President of the Inspectorate of Government 
Departments in 1990, tly returned to Mecca from Egypt, but his present 
ofSial ‘satu in-not known,” the ingpetorat understood to have been 
abolished. 


(D) Apparently of the Abadila stock though not of the Dhdwt 'Awn. 

12) Shakir ibn ZLeyd ibn Pawwiz—Formerly Governor of Taif, a 
which scoms to have been hereditary in his family. President of the Beduin 
Control Board in Transjordan and intimately associated with the Amir 
“Abdallah, with whom he has thrown in his lot." Died at Amman in December 
1934, Wax a tenacious enemy of Ibw Sa'id and much less a play-boy than his 
nator. 

(13) Hamid ibn Zeyd, brother of the preceding —Probably the same as the 
“Sharif Hamad” Pin poised ‘the plot with No, (104) and was carried off to 
Riyadh, dying, it is said, on the road. 

(14) Sharaf ibm Rajih, a consin of (12) and (19)—Said to have also 
been Governor of Taif at one time, Now resides at Bay Identified both in 
Jerusalem and Bagdad as being the Sherif Sharaf mentioned by Tahir 
ad-Dabbigh in February 1932, in a letter which fell into the hands of the Sa'fidi 
Government, as, man who might be eoleted in the conepiracy against Thn 
Sa'ad. 

(8) Been tess easy to place, but perhaps of the Abadila. 

(15) ‘AU iim Ahmad ibn Mansir—A younger member of a family, two of 
whom were prominent in King Huseyn’s time and had great influence in the 
Harb tribe. "This "Ali has only come to notice as having been one of the persons: 
‘arrested at Mecca and deported to Riyadh at the time of the Ibn Rifiida affair 
in 1932. 

(16) "Ali ibn Huseyn al Harithi—One of the Sherife of Muda’iq, near Tait. 
‘Took part in the Arab revolt and is remembered as one of the conquerors of 
Damascus. Described Colonel Lawrence as et been at that time an 
attractive young man, physically splendid and full of courage, resource and 
nergy... Seems to have resettled in the Hejaz, as he was arrested at Mecca and 
oported to Riyadh at the time of the Ibn Riffida affair in 1992. 

(17) Muhammad Mohanna—One of the Jedda family, one member of which 
was Chief of the Controlling Department. in 1917, and was then described as a 
MMjottle-nosed bandit,”” while his brother, still alive, was said to have acquired 

‘smuggling ‘and general robbery. This Muhammad is only interest 
‘was arrested at Jedda and sent to Riyidh at the 
‘Thn Rifada affair, 

18) and (19) Mf. *Ali and Muhammad al-Bedeyrei (a diminutive of Bedawi), 
‘Mombers of a family distantly related to King Huseyn and formerly important 
‘in the Juheyna tribe and in the coast towns of the Northern Hejaz. Despite the 
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similarity of name, they would appear to be two distinct; though closely related, 
persons. Both were mixed up in the Ibn Rifida affair in 1992. M. "Ali became 
‘an object of attention in Transjordan and was more or less arrested in July to the 
displeasure of the ‘Amir: Muhammad seems to have been in trade at Suez and 
Dhaba and was concerned in attempts to get supplies by sea to Ibn Rifida. It 
was probably he who was reported killed in the defeat of the rebels. 


58. Suweayt Family, 
Leaders in the Dhifir tribe, Two members of it figured in reports, from 
Kuwait aboot 1936 


(1) Ja'dén, « disgruntled man, hovering between allegiance to King Faysal 
oF to Ibn Saad and too proud to come to terms with either; and 
(2) *Ajemi, recognised as chief of the tribe by Ibn Sa'td. 


54. Abu Tugeyya Kamil 

Formerly chiefs of the Tihama, mainly Hejazi, section of the Huweytat tribe, 
with an urban connexion at Dhaba. Rafi'a, their common ancestor, was chief of 
the tribe prior to his death in about 1870." One of his many grandsons, Abmed 
ibn Muhammad iho Rafi’a, was chief in 1917. He came to notice in 1024 as one 
fof several Hojazi sheykhs who approached the Residency in Cairo with a 
‘complaint of King Huseyn’s tyranny and his inability to protect them against the 
Walthibis. He appears to have been Governor of Dhaba in 1927, but in that year 
the family were apparently in serious trouble with the Government, as it is ‘nid 
that Alimed and four others were "killed by Tbn Sa'fd,"’ and others fled to Egypt. 
Numerous members of the family were concerned in the rebel invasion of the Hoja 
by Tha Rifida in Seven of them lost their lives in that adventure and five 
more were reported by the Sa'fidi commander to have been slain after Ibn Rif—da’s 
defeat. Among the survivors was, however— 


(1) Muhammad ibn [?)} Abdurrahin ibn Alwdn ibn Rof'a, who was regarded 
as co-leader with Ibn fida, He escaped, and after many vicissitu left 
"Aqaba for Egypt cary in October 1082 "May be the person againat whom a 
‘excision order was mado in Egypt rather Jater, but whose name is given ax 
Muhammad bin Aled 

‘Another probable survivor ie— 


(2) Mahmid ibm Ahmed ibn Rafa, who ratted on Ibn Riffidn early In the 
rebellion and tried to make his peace with Ibn Sa’(d, 

“Altboogh the atove summary cannot be verified st all points, itis werted in 
view of the obvious tenacity of the family hatred of Thn Sa’0d, and the wurvival 
of (1), who scems to have bean an active leader and may erop up again, 


56. Turki ibn Madhi 
‘Was in. 1032 Inspector-General_of 'Anir and wax associated with Fahad 
iba Zu’ayr in ellorts to make Ibn Sa'dd realise the gravity of the situation 
preceding the open revolt of the Tdrisi at the end of October. Identical with the 
son mis-hamed at the time “Abdullah ibn ‘Turkt ibn Mahdi, who, with Abdul: 


Wabhil Abu Matha and twa chiefs of Asiti tribes, was sent on a mission to the 
Imam, Yahya in June 1927. Took part in further negotiations with the Tmiim 
early jn 1998, Would therefore appear tol ane of Thn Sa'd's experts in ‘Asi 


men affairs. Accompanied Khalid al Qarqani and Hamad Suleyman on 
less mission to San‘a in 1933, before the outbreak of the Sa’ddi 
Visited the Yemen again in May 143. 


36, Yahya an Nasri 

Principal quarantine doctor at Jedda, A. Syrian, Jike most doctors, now 
employed by the Sa'ddi Government. Born probably about 1807. Studied in 
Constantinople and Beirat. Previously quarantine doctor at Yanbu’, Pleasant 
and well regarded by the Legation. Speaks Turkish and Fretich, Was Sati 
delegate to the mecting of the Tuternational Health Office, Paris, in October 1934, 
Appointed early in 1943 to be Director-General of Public Health in succession 
to Mahmid Hamdi Hamdda. 
57. Yusuf Yasin, Shaikh. 

Probably born aboot 1808, A Syrian from Latakia, said by his enemies to be 
of Yeridi origin. Was at school in Jerusalem in 1917. Joined King Faisal at 
‘Agaba and went with him to Damascus. Left-on the approach of the French 
and joined King Huscyn in Mecca. Attached by him to the Amir "Abdullah at 
*Amman, with whom he remained six months. Formed so low an opinion of the 
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“Amir that, according to his own account, he broke with Huseyn in consequence. 
jotaod bn! Sad in due conese. Camo to. Mecea in wget etegers the 
Ummval-Qura newspaper. Figured as a Nejdi delegate at the Congress 
af June 1925. ‘Remained editor of the Ummcal-Qura for some years, hut was also 
official Director of Publicity. Took part in negotiations with Sir G. Clayton ia 
1925, 1927 and 1928. “Acted as Minister for Foreign “AGairs in absence of 
Dr. ‘Abdullah Damlaji in 1926 and 1927. Reported in 1928 to have worked to 
undermine influeare both of Damldji, who resigned that year, and of Hab 
Wabba (.e.). Employed in various negotiations and again acted at the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, for Fuad Hamza early in 1991, and for the ‘Amir Faysal 
and Fuad as well in 1992, but has for some years been principally important as a 
personal secretary to the King, who made him head of the political section of his 
diwan in 1930, abd whom he always accompanies. Was intermittently in charge 
of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, during the absences of Fuad Hamea, in 1934, 
1985 and 1936, Went to Bagdad atthe end of 1989 to negotiate the Saadi-'Triq 
Treaty of Brotherhood and Alliance Was notorious for his obsteuctivences 
during the Clayton negotiations, and is naturally obstinate and hair-splitting in 
discussion, but can on occasion be amiable and even conciliatory, Takes his cue, 
in fact, from the King himself, to whom he appears to be genuinely devoted, and 
who probably trasts fiim as mach as any of bis near advisers except "Abdullah 
Suleymiin, Is groahy: ‘@ more convinced Wahhibi than most of the King’s al 
entourage and is algo a strong Arab nationalist, with fewer ulterior motives than 
Fund Hisnza, having a simpler character and less Enropean knowledge. Has the 
eye of a fanatic, but has acquired the igure of a bon eirwnt. Works very hard 
hut delights in creating difficulties and sceks to earn hia master's praise for 
solving problems of his own manufacture He feels sufficiently sure of his uso- 
fulness to-the King and the real powor of his position to allow himelf to be the 
utt of the King and of those who aim their wit the same way ag the King, and 
often deliberately plays the clown when he judges the King to be in the mood. 
His gluttony sind monogamy mre standing palace Hie it very Jealous of 
“Abduttah al Suleyman and of the latter's powerful nevistant, Najib Salk. Since 
1941 has lived almost continuously in the Hejaz, spending’ mort of his time in 
Jodda. As the principal channel of communication between the King and the 
Tawntion he haw in practice exercised the functions of Foreign Minister, the 
Amir Faysal boing little more than a figure-head. He wax the negotiator for 
didi Arabia. of the Sa‘ddi-Koweit. Agreements. which he signed at Jedda on 
the 20th April, 1942, He still execoises control over the Umm-xl-Qura. and 
dyafte oficial communiqués for publication in it, He hoe much inersased the 
stock of English which he acquired. ditring @ short stay in Surbiton when be 
uccompanied the Amit 8a’dd to England for the enronation of King George V1 
Spenks Arabio with perhaps greater rapidity than any other man in, Arabia and 
retains something of his native North Lebanon ac Went on a visit to 
Laattagia, where be and his two brothers own farm property, in May. 1043 
A rapprochement took place between him and Najib Sidhi (No. 69) in 1943. and 
ind he bitterly vppene the Intter's dismissal in April 1944, remaining 
touchy with him after his departure to Egypt. During the disousai 
Hi» Majesty's Minister and Ibi Sa'dd early in 1944 on the reorzanisation of 
Sa'ddi Ouances and economy was mostly obstructive and supported Abdullah 
Suleiman in opposing any. proposals for reform. A. pompous. basybod! 
Uoyalty to the Ring appears vo be genuine though it accastonaly serves 
to hido personal motives. A difficult colleague with the amall-mincledness of 
Latakian grocer but not unpleasant if taken with a pinch of salt. His English 
continues to improve, thanks to the successive efforts of legation secretaries 
58. Muhammad Suriir-ae-Sabbéin: 

Administrator of the Finance Department. Son of a slave of the Sabin 
family: (mother stated to have been Abyssinian), and became the moving spirit 
in their hide and skin business, which was at-ope time important, but became 
latterly bankrupt, Was a clerk in the municipality under King Hoseya, and is 
said to have tried to assassinate Tbn Sa’‘id when he conquered the Hejaz in 1025, 
and to have been subsequently incarcerated at Riyadh. Returned to the Hejaz 
about 1920 nnd was taken up by the Minister of Finance, whose powerful 
pfuence got him appointed about two years ago to his present post. Is 
nowadays second ouly to him in the Ministry of Finance in practical importance. 
and daring the !atter's absence at Hndeyda in May 1984 was in effective control 
of it, Managar of recently formed Arabian Export Company, a corporation 
formed to promote the export trade of the country. Continues to have 


influence and to be much concerned in commercial enterprises. Reported in 1936 
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to have a great following in official circles. Pleasant, generous and said to be 
most capable. Has. a younger brother, ‘Abdullah, who is not, however, of any 
importance. By 1989 Muharamad Surir had lost all influence, and was kept 
Strictly to the limits of his post as head of the Accounts Branch of the Ministry 
of Finance. Sinice the dismissal of Najib Siha (g-r-) has rapidly regained his 
influence, 


59. "Abdul Kerim ibn Zeya. ! 
Appointed Govortior of Quit in 1936. Nephew of “Abdul-Avis ibn Zeyd 
(No. 3) 


60, ‘Abdullah Khawaiter. x 

Of Nejdi origin: orn about 1887. Intimate of “Abdullah Suleyman and 
‘Hamad Suleyman with whom he spent many years in Bombay. Head of « section 
of the Ministry of Finance and say be a coming:man, Is spoken of a a rival 
to Muhammad Surér (No. 58). 


61. Asaf ibn Huseyn. Las 

‘Appointed Governor of Najrin and the " territories of Yam °* in 1034, nftor 
tho conclusion of the Treaty of Taif with the Yemen, Had previously been 
tiovernor of Rus. 


62, Ibrahim Shura. 

Egyptian. orn aloot 1897. Camo to the Hejaz in about 1928 ns.» teacher. 
Appointed head of the Education Departinent at Mecea in 1090, Friendly with 
Sheykh Hafiz Walba, Amiable but unimpressive. Has a smattering of English 
Tn 1936 appointed bead of the Sa'di Pilgrimage Propaganda Bureau at Mecca 


68, Jamil Dadd al Musallimi 
or mesixtant, in. the ry for Foreign Affairs. Born about 

glinh, - Recaived. hin 

‘This was 


ins obstructive and 
Has shown himself 


A. Kémil al Qasadb, z 
11 about 1875. Formerly Acting Director of Education in the 
Later threw in his fot with Ibn Sa’d and became 
‘at in 1936 during troubles in Palestine on account 
go-botwoen with the Supreme Arab Committee at 
on charged with communications from 
a -suramot of 1936 to the Hejaz: and. in 
le Thu Ba'fd to. tako part in a Moslom conference 
In 1942 was fishing for the post of Syrian representative to Sa’Gdi 


65. Khairuddin Zuraikli, 

Syrian journalist, 

Horn about 1550, Wlitwr of AL Qibla, Mecca newspaper, oficial organ of 
King Hasyn for some years Later was’ Hashimite propagandist in Egypt. 
Gorbetween between King All and Vhn Sa'dd. ‘Later jot fatter. Adviser 
to the Sa’iidi Agency in Cairo in 1935. Now (1943) resrp of the Saudi 
Lngation there. “Counsellor of the legation in O44. One of Najib Silhi’s 
ammiaten 


68. Muhammad Sadiq ibn "Abdullah 

Born in Hejaz about 1888. In 1920 was principal of the Military School 
at Mecca, Was Commandant of the Jedda garrison during last days of King Ali. 
Loft for Egypt in 1927. 

An asswinte of Tahir ad-Dabbigh in anti-Sa’tidi activities abroad. At 
intanos of Sai authorities was required to ltrs India in 1938. Subaequently 
travelled in “Iraq, Transjordan and Palestine, Returned with Tahir to Saudi 
Arabia under the amnesty of 1935 and in 1936 was made successively Assistant 
Director of Augaf and Director of the Census. Reported to be a man of integrity. 
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67. Seyyid! Muhammnd Shata. 

Younger brother of Sik tho Abu Bakr Stista (No, 40). Boen about 1908 
Holder of an Egyptian degree in religious law. Inspector in the Ministry of 
Edueation. "In 1485, member of an wnoficial delegation for the collection of 
Wanf moneys in various Islamic countries and India, which did not, however, 
Iwove this country. In 1936 appointed Inspector of Sharia” Courts. 


68. Muhsin at Tayyeb, 
Morvc origin. Born about 1887. Held police appointments under 
Under Ibn Sa’id he was similarly employed. Pi 
a the beginning’ of 1996 from a post. in the Sa'iidi police to be secretary and 
ADC. to the Deputy Minister for Defence. Attached as liaison officer to the 
British R.A.C. training unit which arrived in Taif in May 1944 to instruct the 
‘Sw'idi army in the handling of armoured cars presented to the Sa'tidi Arabian 
Government by His Majesty's Government, An intriguer who is not popalar 
with his colleagues and who is now (July 1944) ateut to be replaced by. yonnger 
officer, 


69. Najib Ibrahim Satha. 

A young man of Syrian origin, educated at the American College, Beirut 
Horn probably about 1902 Came in 1927 to the Hejaz via the Sudan, where 
‘employed for a short time by Gellatly, Mankey. and Company (Sudan) (Limited) 
Aftor a short but troubled period of service with that firm in Jedda, he entored 
tho Ministry of Finance. Speaking English well and of pleasant manors 
‘ho made hitnself useful to the Minister of Finance, whoa secretary he became, 
Th 1086 placed in charges of a newly created department of the Ministry of 
Finnnce, styled tho “ Ofice of Publie Works," established to deal with the growing 
number of foreign concerns holding concessions in Sa’ddi Arabia. Hy 1939 he 
had ontabliabed himself in the confidence of Abdullah Sulaiman to the detriment 
of Muhammad Surdr, wax employed as purchasing agent for the Government. and 
was onriching himself almost openly by bribery and commissions. Haw now 
become indispenmable to the Minister of Finance atid. hae. be: 
comtnimioned by the King to deal with wopply matters, but finds i 
‘exorcise hia functions without much interference from Yusuf ¥ 
‘outbreak of war ho has heen in constant contact with the Legation and. has 
shown himself intelligent and frank. Ho works very hned and has co-operated 
most helpfally with the Legation ia the endeavour to organixe the provisioning 
and financos of the country. In free in hin criticism of the ignorance and ineom 
petence of mort of the mémbors of the Sa’di Government. and has made many 
‘nornion but ix loyally bucked by ‘Abdullah al Suleyman, and is probably: the 
‘moat efficient of all the King’s servanta. He is said to have enriched himself but 
Uhin in ecarealy remarkable in u country where emolumenta are certain of payment 
‘only if the official is in a potion to help himeelf, Although he abstains from 
taboo and alcohol he makes no pretence of bei 
devout Moslem. Early in 1944 evidence caine to I 
true colours. Te was fou 


ait 


oF 


disliked! Najtb and had only ke 
is at present (July 1944) in 
Ibn 866d, always aring 
him a * eta Works 


70. Sa’dd ibn "Abdullah ibn Jiluwi. 

Appointed Governor of Hisa upon the death of his father in October 1985. 
Born about 1900." Made an unfavourable general impression on Sir Andrew 
Ryan, who was received by the new Amir at Hofuf with a singular lack of 
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ordinary Arab politeness, in December Described assrepalsive in appear 
noe owing to a super-squint. Reported from Babrein to take an even stronger 
Hine with the Hodoutn than his father did and that mach of the-father's wesk 
in the last four years of his life was, in fact, dane by the son.’ Shows nervousness 
in the presence of foreigners, but this ean be overcame. In 1988 it was reported 
that his powers were being curtailed by the King, and that troops not under 
his control were to be quartered at Hofuf 
71. Sa°dd ibn Heath i 
Appointed Governor of Tabdk in 1986 in succession to "Abdullah as-Sdayri 
(No. 0 ()).. Reported from ‘Transjordan 1 have made n:popollr start, parly 
by recruiting his bodyguard locally, a departtre which created a favourable 
impression 
72.-Tala'at Wafa. 
Born about 1900 in the Hejaz 


y 
73. Ibrahim Tésén, 

A Nejdi born and brought up in Asin. Formerly in the Ottoman army. Now 
Commandant of the Jedda military district and ‘ Director of the Air Force,” 
Served in the Arab army of Sharif Hassein and was amsocinted with Colonel 

wrene. 


TA Avad al Fagih, 
‘A young Syrian Sandi Legation in Bagdad in 1938 
Afterwards Chargé d’ Affaires and appointed in 104% to bo Minister thors. Has 
some knowledge of English, A native of 'Aley in the Lebanon 
7, Kall Hajjon 
Director of Police, Jedda. Formerly in Turkish army, Captured by the 


British during the Great War, but volunteered to join the Sharifian forces, 
Joined Thn Sa'id after the fall of Jedda in 1925, A heavy drinker. 


76. Khuraiji, Shaikh Muhammad al 
Brother-in-law to Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, to whose influence is attributed 
the fact that he has become the wealthiest man in Medina. 


77. Sa'd ibn Faisal, 
Governor of Duwadmi, 1938. Born about 1898. Son of a Royal lave 


78. Shaikh al Ardh. 

Family name of two young Syrians. brothers. The elder, Midhat, who is 
doctor of the Royal ladies, accor the Crown Prince to’ England for the 
Silver Jubilee. He came to Riyadh as a penniless refugee and is huown to have 
become rich in a few years, not by doctoring. Stated on very good evidence to 
have brought with hi from Syria ne maid Lo his wife an Aruvian girl (enteral 
on his passport as is sister) and to. have handed over the unwilling girl to 
Tho Sa’dd as a concubine. Accompanied the Amir Mansir on a visit to Egypt 
in March 1942. The younger brother, Fakhiri, who describes himself as au agri- 
cultural expert, was in charge of a small experimental garden at Riyadh in 1080, 
fand was also Employed that year as Courier to Paris, Fakhri was appoisial 
first sevretary to the Sa'ddi Legation in Baghdad in 1942 and transferred in 1943 
as first Sa’sdi Consul to Basra. Midhat was dismissed by the King in July 1943 
bat later reinstated at the request of Yusuf Yasin (g.0.) and other Syrians in t 
Sa'idi Government. 


79. Shaikho, Muhammad. 
‘One of the numerous young Syrians in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

Accompanied the Amir Sa'fid to the United Kingdom in 1935 for the Silver 

Jubilee, Sent to the Yemen in 1987 to sign various agreements on behalf of the 

Sa'fidi Government, Assisted Yusuf Yasin in negotiating the Sa'ddi-Koweit 

‘Agreements at Jedda in 1940-42, 

80, Yusuf idm "Abdullah al Fausan. 

Formerly lived in Bombay. where he acted as unofficial agent for Thu Sa’dd 
Appointed Consul-General at Jerusalem in February 1941. An intelligent young 
‘man with pleasing manners. Speaks English well. 
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81. Bashir as-Sa'dévwi. 

‘A Tripolitan, believed to be related to Khalid al Qurgani (y-r.). Like Khalid, 
fought aguinst the Italians, In 1999 used by hn Sa°dd as emissary in S} 
and was present at all but the most confidential talks between the King and 
His Majesty's Minister at Riyadh. Holds no slefinite post bat ranks as one of 
the King’s advisers, Talks ‘Turkish in addition to Arabic but no Euroy 
language. Was not much in evidence during His Majesty's Minister's visit to 
Riydh in March 1942, nor during his visits to the King in the spring of 1044. 


82. Nasir ibm "Abdullah ibm "Ait 
Director of Finance at Jedda, A cousin of Ibrahim al Suieyman ibn "Aqil 


88. Suleyman Nanih 

Director of Coastguards. A Nejdi, like nearly all the rest of the service. 
Friendly and helpful, "Dismissed in May 1944 for incompetence in dealing: with 
the smuggling of gold from the Hejaz. 


B4, “Abdul A siz ibn Fawsdin. 
Manager of the Royal garage at Riyadh. A Koweiti by origin who claims, 
althongh it is not known on what grounds, to be a British subject. Said to have 
served with the British Red Cross in Iraq during the war of 1914-18. A fat, sly. 
talkative man, He likes strong drink and has an inexhaustible fund of humorous 
Feuiiniscences and anecdotes. During the Yemeu war he was in charge, under the 
‘Amie Sa'dd, of the Sa'tidi army's mechanised transport, Although’ not bi 
io became a’figure of political importance he is worth mentioning as being on 
intimate terms with the King and his advisers and as having proved from time 
to tie that he has prtty ncourate knowledge of what goes on in the King’s 
councils, He is much in contact with the Amir Manstir who freq 


Obituary. 
(Died since last report—June 1943.) 
Muhammmad ibn “A teurrabwidu, No. 28 in 1943 report 
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CHAPTER V.—SYRIA AND LEBANON. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 
[ B 4229/2154/89) No. 25. 
Mr. Kiden (o Sir B. Spears (Beirut). 


. Foreign Office, 27th July, 1043, 

WITH the formation of the French Committee of National Liberation, our 
relations with the French syill shortly enter a new phase, and I think. it. may be 
useful if I review the instructions sent to you. in my despatch of the 
6th, February, 1942, on your first appointment as His Majesty's Minister, and 
redefine in broad outline the policy of His Majesty's Government, with regard to 
Syria and the Lebanon, and to the French position in those countries 

2 While the overriding consideration for the period of tho war must be 
the necessities of the war effort, it was laid down in your original instructions 
that it was not our aim to remove the French from the Levant or to substitute 

sh authority for that of France. ‘The pledges given to General de Guulle 
by Mr, Lyttelton and reaifirmed by the Pritne Minister, that once the essential 
step of giving independence to Syria and the Lebanon has been taken, France 
shall retain her preeminent position in the Levant, still stand, Our main 
interest in the political development-of the Levant States is, therefore, to ensure 
that the promise af independence, h we have associated ourselves with the 
Fighting French, should weaduall lilled, While it would bo, contrary to 
the getioral policy of the United Nations to allow a definitive treaty botween the 
particn concerned to be negotiated before the end of the war or to rogard the 
French Committee of Liberation as entitled to conclude such a treaty in the mame 
of France, we should welcome the eventual conclusion of a treaty between France 
land the two States which would bring the French position in the Levant after the 
war into line with that which we ourselves hold in Ira 

3. Broadly speaking, therefore, we are thus entitied to intervene in the 
Levant on two main grounda One is to. ensure that all. measures are taken, 
whether political, military, or economic, which, for reasons of military security, 
tire considered easenitial by the Minister of State and the Commander-in-Chiet, 
Midile East. ‘The second ix to enatire that. no action iy taken whic ply 
that the pledges of independ 
(properly so-called and as dist friendly and 
Shook be coniined 1 these two points, and the interpret 
hot be stretched to cover matters which eannot directly allect military security or 
engage British good faith. We can claim partnership with the Eroncli in all 
matters affecting the war effort, hut we do not seek equal status, or claim partner 
ship with them in the Levant.” This last principle must determine the attitude 
Wwe should adopt towards the forthcoming elections. No doubt many or most of 
the candidates sponsored, howe roperly, by the French are scully wags like 
‘Mokaddam, and it ix perhaps inevitable that other and possibly better candidates 
should te alleged in some quarters, however incorrectly, to have the support. of 
Sur own local authorities, But we should take steps to combat ai 
that the election is in any Way a trinl of strength between the Fren 
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degree of misgovernment 
and maladministration in the Levant States, and, that in so far as popular 
discontent might inyolye local complications affecting military secunty, we 
eannot divest ourselves of a close concern in all current events. ‘The same 
considerations apply with equal force to political, military and economic 
uestions. Now chat the French representatives in Beirut are to be controlled 
from Algiers, however, it is more than ever necessary that our 
should be considered in relation, not only to our policy in the Midd 
whole, but also to the French asa whole. It is essential that our interventions 
in Levant aflairs should be so framed as not to give legitimate grounds to the 
Freiich, either in the Levant oF outside, to consider them to le part of a plan to 
oust them frot the Levant altogether contrary to the Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agree. 
ments or to whittle away and encroach upon their position for reasons of our 
own, ‘The Fronch are all too prone to suspicions of this sort, 1 shall, therefore, 
‘count on you to see that everything is done to allay such suspicion locally so that 
Levant questions may not. undesirably complicate our relations with the French 
and United States authorities in North Africa 
6, These instructions should be read in conjunction with those contained 
in my despatch of the 6th February, 1942. [wish in particular to realm that, 
the needs of the military situation must remain the dominant respon: 
sibility of the British authorities, it is still the policy of His Majesty's Govern: 
ment to foster the independence of the Levant States which we have guaratiteed. 
AAs aated in paragraphs 9 and 10 of your original instruction, it should be 
possible, within the framework of our eswntial military requirements, for an 
Inereasing share of the internal administration of the Levant States and an 
increasing responsibility for their own administration to be handed over to them 
7. Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Minister of State. 
Tam, &. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 
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Record of Conversations with Use E'vench Delegation at the Bureig 
ind Auguat, VOL, 


‘The following were pre 


‘The Sooretary of Stat M. Mausigti (Comiaissaire for 
Bir M. Petorson. Foreign Affairs), 
Mr. Baxter, M. Ontrogog (Hrench Delegation. 
Gouoral, Boi 
M. Bénird (Cominiecriat for 
Furwign Adtairs), 
M. Paria (Rronoh Delegati 


London), 
M. Franefort (Krevels Delegation, 
Toudon), 


General Policy in the Levant States 
The Secretary of State, opening the discvssion, said he thought that it would 
be uxoful at the outset to discuss the broad position in the Levant States. He 
wished to make it clear that His Majesty's Government had no desire to replace 
the French in the Levant States. If, as was alleged, our local uetivitien were 
‘at variance with this statement, he would be glad to have the evidence for such 
allegations and to exainine it. It seemed to him that French and British 
terosts were parallel in the Levant States. He emphasised that both France 
id Great Britain were committed to the grant of independence to the Levant 
States and that it would not under any circumstances be possible to go back 
to the pre-war position.” He asked M. Mnasigli if he confirmed this general 
view, 
AM, Muerigli' said that everything that had happened since Syria was 
occupied by the Allies in 1941 had been based ou the assumption. that 
independence would be granted. He emphasised that this was still the case. 





137 
He recalled, however, that it lial always been assumed that the fiual grant 
of independence would be confirmed by treaties to be concluded between Franco 
aud the Levant States. His Majesty's Government had agreed with this view, 
Which found expression inthe proclamation of independeuce in 
141. In March 1943 General Catrous had suggested that the time hid come 
for the conclusion of treaties, but His Majesty's Government had expressed the 
view that this should await the end of the war. 

‘Then had come the crisis of Noveruber 1943. General Catroux, in trans- 
ferring the intéréte conmaene to the Levant States, had told both the Presidents 
that this was a modus virendi of « provisional nature only and that a treaty 
should ultimately be concluded to regularise the position. 

‘M. Massigli concluded that the French Committee of National Liberation 
were aiming at securing for Frauce a position analogous to that hold by Great 
Britain in Traq. . Never, he emphasised, had they aimed at anything else. But 
until the position was regularised sand the mandate formally terminated (he 
recognised that the mandate was not at presenit practically operative) the 
position would remain provisional. 


Sir M. Peterson recalled that in Marchi 1943 the French National Comtuittoe 
was not in the position of a Government which would be able to conclude 
binding treation and the Levant States were aware of the position. In reply 
to a question by the Scortary of State, he confirmed that if there wore a 
Goverment of France able to conclude suoh treaties, there would be no further 
objection on part of His Majesty's Government, but there was understood to be 
reluctance on the part of the Levant States to conclude such treat 


AM. Massigli said that the situation in the Levant Statex varied according 
to the state of Anglo-French relations. If the English and French wore 
agreed on any given subject, matters were very much more simple to deal with, 
In the last fow months, he thought that French rolations with the Levant 
States had got more dificult, bat if Anglo-French agreement werw-to be 
achieved, the difficulties would disappear. 


Spears Mission. 

M. Massigli éxplicity said that what he would now say had nothing to do 
with any personalities, but he folt that he inust refer to the orgoniaation of tho 
Spears Mission. It was natural in 1941, when General Catroux established 
the authority of the French National Committeo, that there should be a British 
liaison mission to the French. It was also natural, after the proclamation of 
independence, that His Majesty's Government should establish diplomatic 
relations with the Levant States. It might have been thought at that moment 
that the Spears Mission had finished: its role of lisison with the French 
authorities. But, on the contrary, it subsisted quite indepoudently of His 
Majosty’s Legation. Political officers were appointed in many parts of the 
country and little by little an organisation was created parallel to the French 
delegation with administrative functions. Instead of being # linison tuission 

the French, the Spears Mission bad become an administrative organism in 
rect relations with the local Governments. ‘This was trac in the economic 
and military spheres, as well as in the administrative sphere, In the mili 
sphere, for instance, it might have been expected that, as the war progressed, 
British troops would be reduced. Nevertheless, there’ were axea commanders 
and «security mission and in short a completo British organisation for what 
the French called territorial command. The dispute about the gondarinerio 
was a typical instance of what was going on, Although the snbject was kriown 
to be under discussion between London and Algiers, some arms had been 
supplied already for purposes of instruction and in this, as in other matters, 
the French authorities had been short-circuited, 

MM. Massigli concluded that « stato of affairs had been created in which the 
British authorities had in fact assumed the role of expert advisor which should 
normally have been held by the French. An impression had got around that 
the Stas were being tacitly, if uot in fact discounge from waking a treaty 
with the French. A. whole ‘nexus of Angio-French misunderstandings. bad 
tls. been created. He entirely what the Secretary of State said 
about British intent mut thought he should know how the Freneh regarded 
the actual development of events. 


Sir M. Peterson said that it was true the Spears Mission waw originally 
acoredited to the French and no doubt the present position was rather 




































































confusod. But he felt obliged to point out that there were inany war-time 
fonctions which in practice had to be performed by some orgunisation:or oth 
and that in no country did the diplomatic mission perform all these functions. 
He wished to cmphasiso that this was « special orgunisation for meoting war 
needs and it would clearly not continue in peace-time. He recalled that many 
of the economic activities (eg. the Office des Céréales Panifiables) were 
‘exercised in close co-operation and association with the French authorities. 

Tho Searetary of State said that, if he understood the French complaint 
aright, it might be summed up as saying that the British were earrying out 
functions whieh the French would do if the treaty had been concluded between 
them and the Levant States. 


VW, Massigli confirmed this. Ho said that it would have been nataral 
enough if we had put personnel at the French disposal to enable them 
porform those funetions. But instead of this, the Spears Mission had beeon 
completely independent. 

|. Muxsiglt recalled the case of the censorship. ‘The British had put in a 
British cousor in Damascus, and the Syrian Goverument had then eliminated 
tho Frouch consor, saying that he was no longer necessary. He did not contest 
British yood faith ; he just wished to draw attention to the result, 


Bir M.Paterton referring tothe anawor went 16 M. Musil previous reply 
(Worvign Office telegraa No, 1143 to. Algiers) recalled ‘that the French 
authorities themselves had made arrangements to hand over press censorship, 
to the Syrian und Lebanese authorities under the transfer powers in December 
1043, Ho recalled that the British censor had only dealt with military com 
‘hip, not political ceusoralip. 


M. Osirorog denied that any arrangements had been made to band over 
Gensorahip questions to the Levant Staten.” Ho anid that the arrangement of 
the 2nd December only applied to cortain services and did not constitute a 
clean swoop of all the administrative powers of the French, nor, indeed, did it 

ut a formal ond to tho mandate, ax was suggested in some Tocal 

‘hon the Secretary of State enquired whether, if the French censo 
stayed, he would have boon uble to stop: Syrinn press attacks, M. Oxtrorog 
replied that ho would have beon able to do #0, but that he could not stay 
ecwuse the Syrian had plished him out. 


Sir Mt, Peterson, reterring to the roferences to the mandate, said that Hix 
Majonty’s Government took the view that it would be necessary to refer formally 
to the mandate once more, namely for the purpose of its termination. 
Formally, the mandate might still be in existence, but it must certainly be 
rogurded as in suspense for all practical purposes. 


‘The Secretary of State agrood with M. Massigli. that there should be an 
‘examination of the functions of the Spears Mission and suggested that it might 
bo made by Sir M. Poterson and M. Ostrorog, with, of course, the assistance of 
His Majesty's Minister, Beirut. 


Gendarmeri 


M. Mussigli, reverting to the question of the gendarmerie, said that if it 
‘wero possible to agree on certain principles, he thought it would be easier to 
find solution for the present difficulties. 


Sir ML Petersow said that one consideration which had to be taken into 
account in dealing with the question was the position of the Comuander-in- 
Chief, Middle East, Naturally, whatever was decided in London, we must be 
tareful not to override his authority. 


‘M- Massigli agreed, but said that it might poasibly be useful to remind the 
Communder-in-Chief of certain considerations which should not be lost ight 
of. He récalled, for instance, that the gendarmerie question fell within the 
definition of territorial command and was w question which fell primarily to 
the French to deal with. The British authorities had, however, taken the 
opposite view. It seemed to him that there were perhaps too many authorities 
dealing with the question in the Levant States. 
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Sir M, Petcreon said that he thought M. Massigli'a view did/loas than 
Justice to the line which the Scoretary of State nd taken in the question of 
Kendarmenie. He recalled that by arrangement between His Majesty's Gover 
ment and the French Committee of National Liberation, « joint Anglo-French 
military ad oe couumittes had been set up in Beirut, ‘The proceedings of the 
comtnittes had uever been very clear to hitt bat, #0 far as he had been able to 
understand, the officers who were members of the committee hud taken the 
Commander-in-Chiefs views as a military order. 


41, Ustrorog said that the position of the French Commander had been very 
dificult. ‘The course proposed bad been contrary to the normal arder of things 
under the Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreement, since the British were to give arms 
to the Levant States. 


‘operational cosn 1.2, whiol 
ly been agreed with the French authorities, it had been rucoxuined 
nance of order was the responsibility of the Lovant, States, Aw 
regards the supply of rifles, Sir M. Peterson pointed out that tho: Frendh 

Authorities bad had their chance and ‘had missed 
rien. Thine wan how the 
in Majent it 

French to participate in 
beat way to settle the snatter would b the aid hoe 
‘gain ad to acrauye forthe joint supply ofthe arin agrod 
Id bo an immediate ispie as i tiest instalment of 9,000 rifles 
‘and a proportion of automation. 


M.. Oxtrorog. said tha General Beynet thonght. there should be no 
watica. It was undesirable to put thore sseapons in the hnnda of the 
gendarmerie when no one could be quite euro agninet whom they. would bo used. 


‘AM. Massigli said that General Beynet was sure that at the bottom of all 
thin there was the feeling which the Levant Staton had that they could play 1s 
off against the French. If it were clent that the French and British were 
greed, three-quarters of the present diflioulties would disappear. If ho might 
say 80, the position was that the Syrians wore trying to nso the Britinh to turn 
out the French and then, no doubt, they would try to uso Komoone else to 
turn out the British. 

As for the automatics, M. Massigli pointed out that they might even 
possibly be used in forceful measuros against. the French, French forces wero 
very much redaced and the British military authorities in Cairo had in recent 
months objected to any reinforcements being sont to the Levant States. -Bven 
fa fow sick people from among the French prisoners repatriated from Ruasin 
hhad not beon allowed in, He thought there should be an issue of 2,000 rifles 
‘and some transport and nothing more, 


Sir M. Peterson said that we were trying to help so far as the fow 

ropatriatos were concerned. As regards the others, it had been folt by the 
British military authorities in the Middle East that a security check on French. 
amen who bad teen taken, prisoner while serving among the German aration in 


Russia was certainly needed and that this had better be done in North Africa 
under the close supervision of Algiers. 

The Secretary of State, alter sowe further discussion, suggested the 
following procedure, which was agreed on :— 


(a) M. Massighi was invited to state in writing the principles’ which he 
thought should be agreed. 

(B) The question of quantities and types of arms to be supplied to the 
gendarmerie should, he thought, be discussed on « military level 
betwoen General Homes and General Bapst. Sir M. Peterson and 
M. Ostrorog should, he suggested, be there. 

(©) There should be a discussion of the question of the Spears Mission, 
‘at which, of course, Sir E. Spears should be present. 

































































Troupes Spéciales. 
Sir M. Peterson drew ttention to the question of the Troupes Spéciales 
and said that His Majesty's Government would like to see the negotiations 
carried forward soon to a successful conclusion. 
AM. Massigli said that, if the gendarmerie question could be sitisfactorily 
disposed of, the atmosphere for this would no doubt be improved. 


The Secretary of State said he would revert to the question later. 


Appointment of Syrian Minister in London. 
Sir M. Peterson told M. Massigli that the Syrians had asked for the 
agrément of His Majesty's Government for the appointment of Dr. Kayali as 
Minister in London, He wished to inform the French of this, as had been done 
M. Camille Chamoun had been appointed Lebanese Minister. 
AF, Massigli said that an application for an agrément for w Syrinn, Minister 
fn Algiers bad also just boon presented, 
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Mr. Biden to Mr: MacKereth (Beirut). 
io. 138. 
fins Foreign Office, 30th August, 1944. 
ENCLOSE. herewith a copy of M. Massigli’s note of the Sth’ August 
which he communicated to me in response to my suggestion made at our meeti 
‘on the 23rd August that he should let me have a statement of the principles whic 
hhe wished to see established regarding British and French policy in relation to 
the Levant States (see my despatch No. 131 of the 25th August) 
2 [also enclose a copy of my reply to M. Massigli’s note. T understand 
M. Massighi regarded thie ax eatisfactory. y i 
3. Tam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Ambassador in 


Algiers and to the Resident Minister in the Middle Fast 
Tam, &e 
ANTHONY 


Enclosure t in No. 27, 
Note communicated by M. Massigti, 234th August, 1944. 


DES V'arrivée des Forces allides en Syri¢ au mois de juin 1941 et I"établisse. 
ment des antorités de la France Libre, la politique francaise concernant les Etats 
du Levant sous mandat frangais a été clairement définie. Elleest fondée sur deux 
principes : 

1) Indépendance des Btats de Syrie et du Liban. 

1) Cometeraton te txts tuaépetdence par in coocesion de traités entre la 
France et les deux Etats du Levant mettant juridiquement fin an 
régime duu mandat, 

expriniés dans toutes les déclaratione dit 
les accords franco-britanniques qui définissent 
In posi ce dans es 
*prédominante et privi 
Pifies circonstances n'ont pas permis de négocier jusqu'ici ces traités, Consulté 
hee sujet, le Gouvernement britannique a indiqué d’aiNewrs qu'il Ini paraissait 
préférable d’attendre In fin des hostilités. 

Ta prolongation de cette situation. équivoque ob le mandat était suspend 
sans tre abrogé, a donné lieu & des difficultés diverses qui sont allées croissant. 
La présence d'autorités britanniques intervenant dans des questions administra- 
tives locales sans consultation avec et méme & I"insy des autorités administratives 
francaises a provoqué un trouble dans les esprits. Syriens et Libanais ont yu dans 
cette situation Ia prenve d'une opposition franeo-britannique et l'ont exploitée. 

‘La trouble a été aggravé lorsque, tant dans V'ordre politique que sur le plan 
militaire, se sont produits certains empittements des antorités britanniques contre 
lesquels les autorités frangaises ont eu & s’élever. 
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Sur le plan de la politique intérivare des relations directes se sont établies et 
tendent & se renforcer entro les auitorités britanniques et les autorités locales dans 
des questions -qui-ne concernent & aucun degré fes rapporta normaux entre les 
Gouvernements, ni méme les problémes connexes A l'effort de guerre. Les incidents 
du 27 avril ont ficheusement illustré cette situation, 

Dans le domaine militaire cos empittements se sont produits dans des 
‘questions qui relbvent expressément de la compétence da commandement territorial 
Fésorvé au commandement militaire francais par les accords Lyttelton-de Gaulle. 

‘Tout se passe comme si, A la suite de l'accord intervenn le 22 décembre 143. 
entre le Général Catroux et les Etats, en vue du transfert & coux-ci de services 
gérés jusque-l’ par V'administration frangaise, certaines autorités britanniques 
avaient estimé que leur Gouvernement considérait désormais Vindépendance des 
Etats comme pleinement réalisée, I! n'y aurait plus dés lors obligation de mettre 

iérement fin au mandat et Iv conclusion d'un traité A cet effet entre In 
Puissance mandataire et les Etats serait désormais superfiue, La France aurait 
en Syrie et au Levant une situation analogue i celle de toute autre Puissance 
et non plus une situation prééminente, Des lors la Grande-Bretagne serait libro 
de pousser ses avantages et de profiter de la situation d'infériorité of les 
ciroonstances ont momentanément placé la France 

Crest en partant de cette conception qu'un certain nombre d’initiatives ont 
6 prises, depuis buit mois, qui sont incompatibles avec les accords: franco- 
britanniques et qui portent gravement atteinte & la position prééminente reconnus 
Ala France. 

Puisqne cette doctrine n'est point celle du Gouvorement britannique, nuivant 
les assurances que le Premier Ministre et lo Seortaire Etat aux Affaires 
étrangeres ont bien voulu donner eux-mémes A diverses reprises, et qu'au surplus 
elle est contraire aux engagements pris par In Grande-Bretagne et. toujours 
valides, il y aurait grand intérét Ace que toutes moxuros utiles wient prisen pour 
ddissiper toute <quivoque, tant aux yeux. des autorités locales frangainen et 
britanniques que de l'opinion poblique an Lavant 

Dans ce sens, il importe : 

(0) sar le plan civil que lox organismes britanniques, dont les effectits sont 
tr supérieure ce qu'exige Ta situation, se conforment k Linstruction aut lot 
serait donnée de ne plus intervenir dans les questions de politique interioure; 
quant aux affaires économiques ou antres pouvant intétessor I'eflort de guerre, 
i importe que ces organismes n'y interviennent quo dana des conditions qui 
reapectent les droits reconnus aux autoritis frangaiaes ct, par conséquent, que 
celles-ci ne soient pas constamment places devant des {alts accomplia; 

(b) que, sar le plan militaire, on en rovieane A T'application 
stipulations de accord Lyttelton-de Gaulle, lo commandemont dex opérations 
demedrant aux autorités militaires britanniques, qui dviteraient. toute inter 
vention dans les questions relevant di commandemont territorial, lequel doit étre 
sans conteste exeré par Jes antorités francaise, 

(La sauvegarde de In position reconnue A la France est dantre part.& 
Jongoe incompatible avec Ia situation, qui lui est faite au pout de vue éecmomiqu 
Le Gouvernement francais doit participer plos activoment aux dévisions dordyy 
Gconomique i intervenir dans le Levant; il doit done inkister pour Slre repnisenté 
au sein du Middle Past Supply Centre. 

(d) Enfi, du point de vue de tn politique générale, Valtirimation de li 
cordance de Yiies maintentie entry le Gouveriiewent francais et ts Gouvers 
britannique quant A In nécessité de mettre régnlidrement fin ui mandat 
consacrer V'indépendance Aéja reconniue la Syrie et at Liban, 
entre ces Etats ot Ia France de traités aualozties im traité anglo-irakien, aurait 
un effet décisif eur attitude des Gouvernemente loca 


2 aosie 1044. 


Enclosure? in No. 27. 
Note handed to M. Ustrorog, 28th August, 1944. 


THE memorandum communicated to Mr. Eden. by M. Massigl 

24th August calls for certain comments on the part of His Majesty Torccone 
sca 2. a Majesty’ SCompnent eorcecermeernreen the statement of French 
policy contained in the first three p which seem to confirm the vi 
Already expressed by Mr. Eden that, fandamoutally, French ald Brith inners 

































































in the Levant. run parallel and do not conflict... They also note from paragraph 4 
of the French note that in the opinion of the French Committee of National 
altation between the French and British authorities om the spot 
jequate in the past, and that a local impressiou has been created 
‘and British interests axe in opposition there. While making all 
possible reserves in regard to the assertion that British authorities have wrongly 
Interfered in local administrative questiots (we in. this counexion paragraphs 3 
and 6 below), His Majesty's Government confirm that for their part they are 
anxious for the closest possible local consultation and co-operation, and that #0 
ong as both His Majesty's Government and the French Committee of National 
Liberation pursue. the policy set forth in the first. three paragraphs of 
M. Massigli's note there seems to be no reason to fear any serious disagreement 
‘3. His Majesty's Government regret that they cannot accept the statements 
in paragraphs 5, 6, 7 and 9 of the Erench note regarding alleged encroachments 
the French ‘position. It is normal and indeed inevitable that. British 
Tepresentatives in the Levant States should be in close relations with the local 
Governments. This is especially the case as regards various economic matters 
(eg control of hoarding) in which the efficiency of local administrative controls 
1 of vital importance to the planning of the economy of the whole Middle East 
in the interests of the common war effort, and also in questions of military 
{mportange suc, as frontier control, connter-spionage, {cin which the 
Commander-in-Chief, Middle East, is in practice obliged to take a close concern 
It is tio part of the policy of His Majesty's Government to supplant. French 
influence in. the Levant States, and they do not intend that British. influence in 
rogard to the: types of questions mentioned above should be im any way used 
against French interests, In practice, every eflort has been made to ensure the 
‘lowest co-ordination. Ln economic questions, the French authorities are fully 
represanted on the Higher Supply Conncil and on the various advisory economic 
Louis, and nothing in the organisation set up prevents the Freach authorities 
from exercising their influence. Ax for the military questions mentioned, these 
tave heen the subject of prolonged. Anglo-French staf! conversations andthe 
conclusions bave beon fully agreed with the French authorities before any action 
hax boon taken with the Levant States. His Majesty's Government believe that 
the statement of the position in the French note does serious injustice to 
emselves 
‘4. With regard to paragraph 8 of the French memorandum, His Majesty's 
overnmient are aware that the French contention is that in certain, respects 
Hiritiah authorities in the Levant States have misinterpreted their policy. His 
Majesty's Goveroment must, however, reject the quite unwarranted suggestion 
in paragraph @ of the Prone, manorandun— particularly im the, concluding 
sentence of that paragraph—that His Majesty's Government might appear 
to be mistepresenting the degree of independence achieved by the Levant 
Statos, in order theniiel¥es to profit by France's misfortunes in the present war. 
Hix Majesty's Government cannot accept the argument by which this conclusion 
intended. No good purpote would be served by conducting a Ueortical dgcuy 
riot, on the degree of independence which may or may not be held to,have been 
Conferred on the Levant States by the agroement of the, 22nd Decesber,. 1043. 
Sulfice it is to say that His Majesty's Government sincerely. and earnestly 
wruleomed the coneigaion of that agreement, which appeared to Siem to be a wise 
and stateemantike measure and one which greatly improved French relations 
with the Levant States. Indeed, except for the holding of the elections, the 
Iygreemnent of the 22nd December, 1943. was almost the first real indication that 
the French Committee of National Liberation intended to carry out their 
obligations which His Majesty's Government endorsed at the, time, to grant 
independence to the Levant States and to allow them to manage their own day to 
day affairs. Before the conclusion of that agreement, it was difficult to find any 
ractical answer to the complaint that the Freach Committee of National 
Fiberation were delaying unreasonably the implementation of their promises 
cor even that they were seeking excuses ta evade carrying them ont. His Majesty's 
Zovernment earnestly welcome the progress made towards the conclusion of a 
practical modus ricendi, which it is hoped will place relations between the French 
And the Levant authorities on a new basis of mutual confidence and ultimately 
‘enable the position to be regularised by the free conclusion of treaties They 
trust that this policy will he continued and that outstanding questions. sach a 
the future of the Troapes Spécials, will be the subject of early agrements, 
8. _-Noverthelew, His Majesty's Gorerument are glad to make it plain that 
in recommending the French tee of National Liberation to pursue a policy 
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of making such agreements with the two States, they donot lose six 
fact that the natural course will be for such seat ie te ana re the 
appropriate moment in a defntive treaty stlement. 
As regai rinciples_meotioned grap! euch 
ot, it wil he convent to deal with thea a jure Ps OF me Rrenc 
(@) As already explained, His Majesty's Government must expressl 
the right to conduct. direct relations with the. Levant ‘States, expecially on 


‘economic questions which are of importance to the war effort,” ‘They will be 
Blad, however, to conduct. tbeeo relations, wherever” posible’ in. the ‘lowet 
Association with the French authorities and within the framework of the 


(6) His Majesty's Government do not challenge the interest of the French 
Authorities in matters covered by the definition of territorial command in the 
Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreement. ‘They freely ise and confirm the 
provisions of the Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreements of the 25th July, 1041, and 
subsequent interpretations agreed between us which continue to govern the 
relaions between the respective aulitary authorities” But Mis Majesty's 
Government must ask the French Committee to recognise that while the war 
lasts the Commander-in-Chief, Middle East, ix entitled. and, obliged 
to take a close interest in all matters of military importance, expecially thowe 
peas, male security iowa tas ro his command and that the 
French territorial commane always be ready to co-opernte w he 
Comma Chiko gota of thin metre, aypetiere 

@) Tt haw been explained why, after a most careful and exhaustive enquiry, 
His Majesty's Goverment regret that they cannot support the French requert 
for membership of the Middle East Supply Centre. P attempt will 
te made to take account of French interests and special arrangements have beeh 
rade 0 that the Preach’ point of view may be fully expresed' and considered 
touh in the Levant States and. it Cairo 

(d) Wis Majesty's Government, so far as they are concerned, would welcome 
an agreement telween France and the Levant States freely to conclude the treatiee 
foreseen in the Declarations of Independence as a convenient method ‘of deter. 
mining their future relations. 


7. Hix Majesty's Government willingly undertake to give consideration to 
the avisability at a suitable moment of making some new declaration in the 
senso of (7) above, ns defining their policy in the Levant. At the same time, they 
are also prepared to consider whether they can do anythin, as the war 
laste, to moct the views expressed on the French side that British organisations 
within the Levant States are both more numerous and more extensive in thelr 
scope than the situation requites. 


Foreign Office, 26th August, 1944. 


[1B 5415/5178 /89) No. 28, 


‘Mr, Eden to Sir E. Spears (Beirut). 
(So. 139) Leap hr napes 
Sir, Foreign Office, Ast September, 1944. 
ON jour forthcoming return to your post after the conversations you have 
had with myself and my Department in London, I think it well to lay down us 
shortly as possible the lines on which it is now the wish of His Majesty's Govern: 
ment that the Legation and Spears Mission in the Levant should be conducted. 
‘2. In the first place and with the end of the war in view it is most important 
that our efforts should he tised to the fullest possible extent to pave the way for 
fn eventual agreement Between the States and the-Erench ‘which will permit 
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the conduct of their future relations on an ordinary diplomatic basis. I have not 
been ablo to convince myself that any lese formal agreement than a treaty is 
likely to attain this object. 

3. You will therefore neglect'no opportunity of impressing on the local 
Governments that the conclusion of an agreement with the French is in our view 
pot only the best bat perhaps the sole method of securing full and unchallenged 
independence. You should also do everything possible to promote the estal 
iment of & practical modus vivendi between the States and the French which will 
pave the way for such treaties. 

‘4. ILis not my intention, in addressing this despatch to you, to supersede 
tho previous directives, with which you have been furnished on your, successive 
returiis to your post. These directives hear on such matters as your day-to-day 
Conduct of affairs with the French and on our general relations with the Levant 
States. I must, however, add that, as regards. the somewhat complex, relation: 
hip existing between the Spears Mission and His Majesty's Legation, it is 
tay’ desire that the latter should from now on be brought more and more inte 
the foreground in order that. we may be able to pass in the post-war period into 
a purely diplomatic relationship without too abrupt an apparent change. | Tshall 
thoeefore shortly enter into communication both with the Minister Resident, Cairo, 


‘and with yourself in order to ensure that the Spears Mission shall be gradually 
reduced, whether by absorption into the Legation or, as regards certain of its 
officers, into the military command or by simple suppression, so that the end of 
the war will find us in # position to conduct our relations with the Levant States 
‘on » basis whieh is scarcely, if at all, different from that of ordinary diplomacy. 


am, &e. 
ANTHONY EDEN. 





(B) Weekly Political Summaries. 


(E 9987/23/80) No. 29. 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 116, Syria. and the Lebanon, 
Bit June, 1d—(Received in Foreign Office 7th July.) 


1. General, 

‘Tho’ French and Syrians resumed 
transfor of the Sireté and the Troupes Spéciales, 

"As regards tho Sireté, although the French had already accepted Ninth 
‘Army Serial IIL (sce W.S. No, 106) they persisted in a demand that French 
hitionala recommended by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs shonld be allowed to 
enter Syria without visas. The Syrians refused this clause, on the grounds that 
it would lead to demands for most-favoured-nation treatment on the part of 
chee Powers, and on their side raised objections regarding the transit of ‘Feowis! 
refugees through Syria, The French asked for a further postponement on the 
flimay pretext that they could not continue discussions in the absence of the head 
of the British Security Mission. After a heated discussion, the Prime Minister 
declared that if he did not teccive a definite statement from the French by the 
Sour June he would pat into operation his own plan for co-operation with the 
‘Allies on matters of military security. He agreed, however, to await the arrival 
of His Majesty's Minister on that day, and the latter, on seeing the President 
find Prime Minister, advised them that they should avoid any precipitate action 

‘A muich-more serious. situation was, however, developing. over the transfer 
of the Troupes Spéciales. ‘The French and Syrians had failed to reach agree- 
ment over the question of the date on which the transfer should take effect. ‘The 
French refused to accept any formula based on the final removal of all danger 
of war from the Levant (see W.S. No. 114), nor would they now agree to the 
Principle of arbitration, which General Beynet had himself suggested at one 
‘moment. 

"A complete deadlock having been reached, the Syrians threatened to break 
off nagottattons and on the 20th dune the Prime Minister informed His Majesty's 
Minister that tho President intended taking advantage of the fact be was to 
‘make the first speech since his illness to. representatives from all over 
Damascus on the 2nd, to inform them of the breakdown of the i 
aera ono the army. owing to. French obaroction, He woold announce 
special meeting of the Syrian Parliament to deal with the situation. It was 


jions-on the 15th June for the 
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clear that this was no idle threat. ‘The tempers in the Syrian Cabinet ran very 
high and it was certain that such a declaration, made by the President through 
loud-speakers to very large and excitable crowds, would have unpredictable 
hough undoubtedly extremely grave rosuls 

A review of Troupes Spéciales, gendarmerie and b 
held’on the same occasion, The Syrian Goverment cancelled the invitation to 
the Troupes Spéciales and requested the French military autborities to confine 
them to barracks. 

At this point His Majesty's Minister offered to use his infh 
the two parties together to avert a serions crisis, and General Be 
asked hitn to negotiate with the Syrians on the basis of a formula 
of the army three months after the armistice with Germany. ‘The reaction of 
the Syrians to this proposal was unfavourable, but Hix Majesty's Minister 
sueceeded in persuading the President to refer in anodyne terms to the 
negotiations in bis speech. ‘Thanks to this intervention, serious trouble: was 
momentarily averted, and discussions were resumed through His Majesty's 
Minister on the hasis of anew formula for the transfer of the armed forces 
by stages. His Majesty's Minister was also able to arrange that General Beynet 
should attend both the ceremony of the President's speech and the review, oti the 
promise he obtained that nothing wounding should be said about France and 
that everything possible should be done to avoid incidents or hosti 
demonstrations, 

The arming of the Syrian gendarmerie (see W.S. No, 118) has been carried 
fone stage further, the British military authorities having decided that in. the 
Interest of ‘militiry security they shall be equipped forthwith with ritih 

naterial 

‘The independence of Syria has now been officially recognised by both the 
Chinese and the Polish Governments a ¥ 
2 Wheat 


“The Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, who is also president of the 
Cereals Commission, recently told the press that the Syrian Government intended 
to make the O.C.P.'a purely Syrian service under complete Syrian Goverament 
control. 

Proposals for modifying the protocol of the 10th March, 1043, upon which 
the present constitution ‘of the O.C.P. is based, have been drawn up for this 
purpore. These proposals provide for the notnination hy the Syrian Government 
of tho president of the commission, giving him the casting vote and the power 
to nominate all higher O.C.P. offic ‘be management of the OCI, under 
ieee f a. feminine, eon 5 carried ont by a Fronch anda Britinh 
codirestor and’ two. Fretich ahd two British. inspectors would. ba’ appotnted 
Other personnel would be Syrian or Lebanese. Dora 

‘The proposals have been put before the Lebanese Government, who are 
dliscussing the miatter with the Syrians, 

‘The proposal in its present form is inaccoptable to,us. The Syrians have 
‘not at present the personnel to ran the O.C_P. “iently, and there is little doubt: 
that had they the power to do so they would hold the Lebanon to ransom. 

7. Alapuite Territory. 

‘The Mohafer of Lattakia has recommended that Suleiman Murshid (who 
pad ater! * to be in Beirut) pk Re ett in Damascus during the renal 
of the arbitration agreement (see W.S. No. 115), and the Syrian Goverment 
have accordingly naked the Lataoone io hand ha reaiies ceive 

Meanwhile, the situation in the Alnouites ‘serious. _ Villagers 
engaged in harvesting their crops are being intimidated, and an attempt bythe 
seerie to arrest some of Suleiman Murshid’s followers has been resisted by 
force. The Mohafez has complained to Damascus that the French, in spite of 
previous assurances (see W-S. No. 106), are stirring up trouble, and ho has again 
Tecommended the removal of Capitaine Boussiquet and his secretary. ‘There 
undoubtedly much substance in the Mohafer's contention that the French are 
‘still en ped. in earning ee authority of the Syrian administration in this 
area, and it is a fact that the latter are unable to make any. headway asad 
‘Suleiman Murshid unless there are British troops stationed es his ec 
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1. The Lebanon, 
‘The potitical lull continues and the country is generally 
country is generally quiet. The cases 
arising out of the incidents of the 27th April have now beett transferred te 
Hee tt Br ‘th April have now been transferred to the 
the 16th June in Beirut a protocol was signed ‘between ‘the’ French 
authorities and the Lebanese Goverment placing s battalion of Chasseure 
and a squadron of armoured cars at the Government's disposal, pending 
he signature of the definite transfer of the Troupes Spéciales to the States’s 
Governments, ‘On the 17th Jane the President presented the battalion with the 
Lebanese flag. 





(B 4050/23/89) No. 20, 


Estroct from Weekly Political Summary, 5; 
° fummary, Syria and the Lebanon, No. ANT 0} 
28th June, W4,—(Receiced in Foreign Office, 11th July.) t 


ING the deadlock in the Franco-Syrian negotiations for the 
r roupes Spkciales, which was reported last week. His Majesty 
Linister induced the Syrians on the 23rd June to accept, as a hasis for neyotiatior 
Mth the Freueh, proposals for a gradual transfer of troops from French to 
Ezsiny command, to be completed before the siguoiure of the armistice. with 
General Beynet informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 22nd June 
that he was going to Algiers very shordly. ‘The Syrians Taoslved ths bes er 
badly and, after @ Cabinet meeting, sent a message to tho French insisting 
the immediate resumption of negotiations. ‘These’ w 
the 20th, On tho morning of the 27th the Syrian 
sent a thessage to the Political Officer that agrevment had been reached for the 
tranafer of the Siveté, tthe details were not stated. The Syrian Gonerhnt 
ive eon reminded that, whatever protocol ix signed, the British militar 
authorities will ooly consider themselves bound by tho ‘terms of Ninth Army 
Memorandum Serial 11. Negotiations forthe tranafer of the army ar sill 
‘Tho French National Committee have protested in violent terme 
Commander-in-chief's decision to equip the gendarmerie (ave Wee aie 
No. 116, sextion 1). Thatructions have been sent to Mr. Dall Cooper to inform 
tho Committee of His Majesty's Government's close interest. in this problem, 
which ix considered to be of concern to the British as well ax French authorities, 
The Syrian Government have informed His Majesty's Minister that they sent 
‘one of thelr ex-Ministers to Cairo to establish contact with the Soviet Logation 
in order to discuss the proposal, as conveyed to them by the French, that Soviet 
diplomatic representatives should be appointed to the Levant States (ace Weekly 
‘Suiminary No. 115, paragraph 1), Tt appears that the Soviet Minister was either 
‘unwilling to impart information or was ignorant of any such proposal, and that 
oe Erie Government nary som to the conclusion that the project of Soviet 
of Syria was a rend ice 80 iY i 
the Evan who might further esch fartte cote repremeniative into 
Somme months ago it became Known that the Gi ox Cl 
Hebauon ited to sen a delegation tov it the Soniae TA 
at this initiative was due to the Délégation Générale, in collataration e 
Orthodox Archbishop of Beirut. ‘The plan was thwarted by. the Purine el 
Will not now be followed, but only recently General Beyriet renewed the French 
offer of sistance in prodcing wir transport, &, forthe vile i it were decided 
‘The activities of the local Communist parties “appem 
encouraged by the French, who are evidently under the inresiow that thee 
backed by the Russians: 'Orient of the 16th June published an enlogistic article 
‘on these parties, and invariably gives considerable publicity to their meetings 
‘The Lebanese President has twice recently received Communist leaders. who sew 
to have taken the opportunity to prejudice him against the “Parti Populaire 
Sarin,” and theresa strong suggestion that the interviews were arranged at the 
. 
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Syria—Damaseus. 

‘The ceremony on the 22nd June to celebrate the President's recovery took 
place without incident. General Beynet was present. ‘There were large crowds, 
to welcome the President and the town was beflagged. A holiday spirit prevailed 
for several days. 

‘The President made the following points in his speech :— 


With regard to the Sireté, he said that it was expected that this would be 
transferred very shortly, perhaps this week. 

The transfer of the army had been delayed until now because the Syrians 
were anxious that it should be a Syrian tiational army in reality as well as in 
appearance. ‘They hoped tht the French would come to an underaanding with 
them without delay, which would meet their desires so that Syrian independence 
‘would be complete 

‘The President alluded to the recent disturbances, characterising the 
instigators as short-sighted and condemning the incident, particularly because it 
had occurred at a time when all the efforts of the nation must be united and 
consolidated. He paid a tribute to the way in which the Government had de 
with the situation and stated that he was prepared to crush the movement: wh 

1d led to the incident with an iow hand... He said he himself was the supreme 
legal representative of the nation whose fall confidence he enjoyed. 


. . . . . 


Alaovite Territory. 

‘When summoned to give evidence before the Court of Arbiters in Lattakia, 
Suleiman Murshid refused and took refuge in Beirut (seo Weekly Summary 
No, 116). The Syrians haying asked the Lebanese to hand him over, an imbroglio 
then arose between the two Governments. The Lebanese disliked the responsibility 
of making the arrest, and the Syrians were afraid of offending Lebanese 
susceptibilities by making it themsolves. ‘There was x good deal of havering, but 
in the end Suleiman Murshid was brought to Damascus under arrest on Sunday 
morning, the 25th, 

‘The President of the Chamber raised vome objection to a Deputy being 
placed under arrest. but it was pointed out that Parliamentary immunity only 
covers Deputies while the Chamber is in seasion, 

Suleiman Murshid is now under detention in the gendarmerie barracks in 
Damascus. The present intention is that he should remain under arrest in 
Damascus until the Arbitration proceedings have been concluded, 

‘The situation in the Alaonites meanwhile remains serious and the supporters 
of Murshid continue to offer armed resistance to the gendarmerie, Colonel 
Oliva-Roget requested an interview with the-army commander to discuss. the 
danger to security arising from this situation, but was unable to attend, having 
been recalled to Damascus on account of the deadlock in the Franoo-Syrian 

intions, He was represented at the interview by Colonel Gaur, the 
légoé Adjoint for the Alaouites The army commander explained to Colonel 
Gaussot that the French alone were responsible for the dangerous state of affairs 
in the Alaouites, which they themselves had brought about over. long, period, 
and that they should, therefore, do everything possible to assist the Syrian 
authorities in dealing with the situation, Colonel Gaussot admitted that the 
French had supported Suleiman Murshid, but maintained that that was now 
past history. General Holmes pointed out that he had been obliged oa freqnent 
Cocasions to consplain of the French policy in the Alaonites to General Catromx, 
General Monclar, Colonel des Easars and to Colonel Gaussot himtelf. He 


considered that both Capitaine Boussiquet and his secretary (see Weekly Summary 
No. 116 of the 2ist June) should be removed immediately, that a definite assurance 
should be given to the Syrian Government hy the French that Murshid no longer 
received their support and that there should be no further issue of arms permits 
in Alaouite territory. Colonel Ganssot agreed with regard to the removal of 
the secretary, subject to the concurrence of the délégation, but said that the 
removal of Capitaine Boussiquet could not be considered. 


Euphrates and Jezireh. * 
Euphrates—Nothing to report. i 
Fein Feival disturbances which are normal in springtime have this 
year proved more serions and have lasted longer than sual. Te is evident that 
this state of affairs will continue so long as the forces of the Contréte Bédouin, 
hominally in Syrian hands, are commanded by French officers, ‘The latter have, 
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during recent months, shown themselves to be inefficient and dilatory‘and are 
believed by the loeal Syrian authorities to have stirred up tribal warfare. These 
officers, many of whom were originally clerks in the Délégation Générale, have. 
ample scope for meddling in local disputes concerning the ownership af land, 
which has increased many times in value. There are indications, though proof 
is almost impossible to obtain, that French authorities have distributed arms on 
a small scale to tribal and minority leaders in the Jezireh. 


The Lebanon. 
A Ministerial crisis began on the 22nd June, when a delegation of Deputies, 
representing about half the Chamber, visited the President to demand. an 
extriordinary session, They informed him that they had decided to taise the 
question of confidence. The President agreed to call the session, the opening 
by decree asthe 5th July, and indicated that 

the Government to resign and reform before that date. 

So far the Government have not resigned, though they are expected to do 
so shortly ‘The President's intention is understood to be to ask Riad esSulh 
to form a new Government, as he’ considers that no other suitable Sunni is 
available, In that event it is thought that Riad es-Sulh would like to. recall 
all the prosent Ministers except Camille Shamoun, who is due to leave for London 
in the near future and would be replaced by Hamid Frangich, He wishes, 
however, in addition to move Adel Osseyran from the Ministry of Supply, but 
Ube Inter has stated his intention of either reaining that Ministry oF ret 
from the Government, and there are objections fo all other Shin replacements. 
It in also by ho means certain the malcontent Deputies, who claim to be in the 
majority, would accept any such solution, ax at present they are pressing for a 
complete change of Ministry. Discussions continue. 

"Tha appointment of a Mobafex for the Bekaa wax nt last announced on the 
28rd June, 


Press and Propaganda, 
‘The Press Syndicate Committee which has been advising the Goverament 
‘on press matters resigned on the 23rd June ns a protest against what. they 
describe ax the Government's unfair distribution of newsprint, arbitrary 
suspension of newspapers, over-strict. censorship, and failure t suppres 
worthloes newspapers 
Enemy Weteless Propagandas—No significant change. 


(B 4173/23/80) No. 31 


Extract from Weebly Political Summary No, 118, Syria and the Lebanon, dated 
Sth July, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Office, Vth July.) 

General. 

‘THLE Lebanese Cabinet ‘resigned on the Ist July and, as expected, the 
President immediately sked Riad-es-Suth to form a now Government, the 
composition of which was annoanced late on the 3rd July. The Pritne M ter 
was found to have followed the lines which had for some time been a a 
(eo ‘Weekly Summary No. 117, paragraph 11), Camille Shamoun has left tho 
Bovernmedt, Hamid Frangieh hae been Greaght in are taken over the Miniotry 
of Finance, and Adel Osseyran has been replaced by a young and unknown Shia 
from South Lebanon named Mohamwed-el-Fadl. ‘The problem of filling. the 
Ministry of Supply, left vacant by the departure of Adel Osseyran, was solved 

the Prime Attsister taking “the. portfolio himself ‘and appointing Ube 
Emir Jamil Shohab, the most experienced of the Lehanese permanent civil 
servants, as Director-General. The Prime Minister also took the portfolio of the 
Interior previously held by Camille Shamoun. 

Tt has now been announced that the Chamber will meet on the 8th July, when 
1 vote of confidence in the new Ministry will presumably be moved. The general 
impression is that the new combination is not so strong as the old and is unlikely 
to survive nd the summer, since its composition gives little satisfaction to 
‘Deputies’ criticisms of former Ministers. The Prime Minister has given many 
assurances that he intends henceforth to overhaul the Administration and to 
direct internal affairs with a firm hand. 
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Little progress has been made: in the Franco-Syrian negotiations for the 
transfer of powers. An agreement having been reached, as reported last week, 
for the transfer of the Siireté, the text of a protocol was communicated by the 
French to the British military authorities, bt when it was pointed out: that it 
did not conform to the Ninth Army Memorandum Serial TI the French withdrow 
their agreement and on the 30th June presented to the Syrians a new draft. which 
included almost textually paragraph 7 of Serial ILI, which gives both the French 
and British military authorities the right to arrest and. intern, The Syrians 
refused to, accept this, as they are not prepared. to give the Fretich the right to 
Arrest Syrian nationals. Tt was pointed out to them that as a British siguature 
was required, no internment could take place without British knowledge and 
consent; but they were adamant. Basing themselves on quite recent incidents, 
they averred that the French would take advantage of any powers given them to 
‘carry out arrests as in the past, A complete impasse was reached, and the Syrians 
stated that there was no alternative but for them to forsn their own Siretd, which, 
however, they declared would co-operate in every way with the Allied military 
authorities. 

Meanwhile General Beynet left for Algiers, but M. Chataigneau was given 

powers to sign any agreement come t0 on the question of the SOreté, provided the 
ritish military authorities agreed. To break the impasse, it wax suggested from 
the British side that the French protocol should not inclnde the article referred 
to above, bot that it should be clearly understood by all concerned that. the 
requiretents in the serial were maintained. ‘This would mean, in effect, that the 
ors claimed by the Army Commander would be maintained, but’ that the 
‘yrians (who have nover been asked to sign reodipt of the Serials) would not be 
required to appose their signature to a document containing clase innereptable 
to them. 


British and French liaison officers to the Sdreté have boon presented to the 
Syrian Director-General of Police, but the Prime Minister has refused to acoopt 
the French officer on the grounds that the British officer adequately represents the 
Army Commander. 

Kegotintiont for the tranafer of the Troupes Spiciales have been delayed 
pending the conclusion of an agreement on the Siireté. 

. . . . . . 
Alaouite Territory. 

The arrest of Saleimen Murshid (eee Weekly Summary No. 117), coinciding 
with the arrival of British troops at Slenffo, has, at least tomporarily, chang 
the situation in the Alzoutes, and Murshid's armed followers are no longer to 

seen 

‘The Court of Arbiters has produced a report, togethor with cortain 
recommendations, which the Mohafez, intends to convey persoually to the Prine 
Minister in Damascus, It is reported that i all eases brought before the our 
Ue tranefers of land to. Murshid have been, made. onder press and that 
physical torture had been used to extract from the victims blank deeds of tranafor, 
which were then filled in and recorded in the Cadastral Register, 

Other dark deeds have been brought to light which, in’ the opinion of the 
Mobafez, must lead to Marshid's arraignment before Parliament. 


. . . . . . 


(1B 4384/23/87) No. 82, 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary, No. 119, Syria and the Lebanon, 
12th July, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Office, 24th daly.) 


1. Generat. 
‘The Franco-Syrian negotiations for the transfer of the Sireté, as reported 
fast week, ind orice more reached a deadlock when His Majesty's Minister 
intervened and suggested to both the Syrians and the French that negotiations 
might be resumed if the article in the draft Protocol concerning internment were 
omitted, but that it should be clearly understood by all concerned that the 
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requirements of the Ninth” Army Serial were maintained. Negotiations were 
resumed on this ‘basis, and protocols were signed on the 7th duly. by 
M. Chataigneau and the Prime Ministers of Syria and the Lebanon. 

The question of the Sireté would then have been settled satisfactorily had 
not M. Chataigneau addressed a letter to the Syrian and Lebanese Governments 
asserting that, in so far as the British authofities maintained reservations in 
respect of the requirements of aulitary security, the French authorities mast 
make similar reservations. The Syrians have informed His Majesty's Minister 
that they cannot accept this statement by the French and will contest once more the 
right of the French to arrest Syrian citizens, which they claitm they did not concede 
at any time during the negotistions. They explained that they had not attached 
undue significance to the details of the Serial, believing that it would at all 
times be possible to come to an understanding with the supreme military 
authority, since that authority is always fair, and they reallirm their desire not 
only not to impede, but to help the war effort. ‘The precise terms af their proposed 
reply are not known. Meanwhile, the negotiations for the transfer of the 
‘Troupes Spéciales remained at a standstill pending the return of General Beynet, 
Who arrived from Algiers on the 12th July. 

‘The issue of equipment to the gendarmerie has still not taken place 
Following the decision that the question should be referred to an Anglo-French 
Committee, & mecting was held on the 11th July between General Officer Com: 
manding Ninth Army and General Humblot. ‘The army commander informed 
General Humblot of the Commander-in-Chief's decision and explained the 
reasons for it. He gave him a list of the items to be issued. After discussion 
General Humblot stated that he did not question the Commander-in-Chiel's 
docixion but requested that various objections should be placed on record. ‘This 
has been reported to London, 

‘Tho Lebanese Chamber met on the 11th July, whea a vote of confidence was 
Passed by tho surprisingly high majority of foriy-one te six.” Three Depatios 
abatained and three voted against the Government, one af who was.Joseph Karam, 

Zghoeta, who has demanded a debate on the disturbances of the 2th April 
he trial of twenty persons accused of participation in those disturbances has 
now beon concluded, six of the defendants having been acquitted, seven sentenced 
10 imprisonment oF fines and seyen to imprisonment avec survis; the heaviest 
rentenice was one of two years. The relatively light nature of the sentences has 
boon. attributed in some quarters to a desire on the part of the Government to 
sccure the support, or at least the neutrality, of the Eddé party, to which moat 
‘of the accused belong, before the vote of confidence was moved in Parliament. 
A Syrian presidential decree issued during the same week has granted an amiesty 
to all persons arrested during the recent disturbances in Syria. It has. teen 
noticeable that the general reaction in Syria to the change in the Labanew 
Government has been slight. 

‘The recent decision of the Lebanese Government to allow the “ Parti 
Populaire Syrien"* to resume activities as a political party has given rise 10 
44 series of press polemics from the Communist. party, which characterises. ite 
vale somewhat unfairly, a8 atill being pro-Axists. The Government is under 
stood to have received protests from all, parts of the Levant States, and there is 
some ovidence that the French authorities, who oppose the '' Parti Populaire 
Syren” on account of its ardent nationalism, are encouraging these proteste 
A mass meeting of the Communist and Anti-Fascist parties was held in Beirat 
recently, when speeches expressing enthusiasm for the opening of the Second 
Front and other Allied victories were pronounced. Signs were displayed with 
the words “* Down with Fascism.’* 

‘The Soviet Minister in Cairo has arrived in Damascns to discuss with’ the 
Syrian Government the question of their relations with the Soviet Government 
(see W.S. No. 117). 


7, Alaouite Territory. 

‘The Alaouite Territory remains quiet. The Mohafer has returned from 
Damascus after discussing the question of Suleiman Murshid with the Central 
Government. Tt was decided that Murshid must not be allowed to return to 
the Alaouites either now or after the war, and that Capitaine Boussiquet and his 
secretary must be removed from the Mohafezat. The Syrian Government, more- 
over, is to submit a law to Parliament, following « recommendation by the Court 
of Arbiters, to annul all transfers of land to Murshid or his dependants which 
have taken place during the past six years 
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Colonel Oliva-Roget is reported to have opposed strongly the demand for 
the removal of Capitaine Boussiquet, but the reasons on the Syrian side were 
incontestable and eventually he agreed to transfer both this officer and. his 
seretary. The new Chef du Bureau Politique at Lattakia is to be Capitaine 

A recent arrival from North Africa, 


9% Tribal. 

The tofms of the Shammar-Agaidat agreement recently concluded are to 
be executed within two months. It became clear during the course of the pro- 
ceedings at Deir ez-Zor that it was the policy of certain French elements to uso 
the distrust of Abbud el-Hiffel and his Agaidat tribesmen to unite them 
against the Shammar, in the hope of ruining a conference held under Syt 
presidency, Provided, however, it can be shown that the Syrian Goverii 
possess enough power to implement their authority, the tribal sbeikhs 
expected quickly to adopt a more loyal attitude. 


11, The Lebanon. 

‘AL the opening of the extraordinary session of Parliament on the 11th July 
‘a vote of ce was passed tn the Dew Minintry by a majority of forty-one 
Votes to six (sce under "General" above). Atnong the measures of reform 
already instituted by the Prime Minister are the closing of a number of gamblliig 
dens, the exclusion from the Sérail of all Cried without Pipeotmeas. and the 
Brobibition of the use of firearms at public celebrations. “One Deputy in the 

lebate on the 1th duly criticised. the financial agreement as belay” against 
Yetanese national interests, Thi parliamentary critica appears to reflect 
‘an opinion that is gnining ground both in the Lebanon and in Sys 

the newly acquired Lebanese battalion of Trouper Spéc 

the morning of the 10th July to reinforce the gendarmerie in a raid on Hecharre, 
with the object of arresting fifteen inhabitanta suspected of complicity in the recent 
disturbances in that area, The raid was evidently well conducted and, although: 
nly ais en have m0 Far bee, arrested, salutary improaon has eon snude 
on the villagers. 

‘The Sisth Arab Medical Congread wan openéd it’ Bairat on ube @h July; 
with an attendance of over: 800 doctors, representing all the Arab States. A 
Yote of thanks to Spears Clinics and a resolution that their work should be 
Soveloped and assisted was passed, 

‘The Lebanese Government have informed the Freach that they propose, ax 
from this year, to break the tradition by which the Lebanese President called om 
the: Freuch Represeatative onthe 14uh July. Contrary to past mandatory 
practice the Lelunese Government offices will Be open o that day 


12. Press and Propaganda, 

‘The reception accorded by the press to tho new Government was at frat 
expressive of some disappointment, but became more favourable when it was 
Jearat that the Prime Minister would himself take over the portfolios of Suppl 
and the Interior, upon which the bitterest criticism had been concentrated, an 
When drastic reforms in internal administration were announced 

Enemy Wireless Propagania.—Enemy broadcasts have issued pronouncements 
in favouir of the ** Parti Populaire Syrien,"” which in still being attacked in the 
local press, chiefly by the Communist newspaper Sau-esh-Shaab (eoe paragraph 1 
above) 





(E 4490/23/80) No. 33. 


Bztract from Weekly Political Summary No. 120, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
of 19th July, 1944—(Recrived in Foreign Oficr, 28th July.) 


General. 
ON the 14th July the French held military reviews in both Syria and the 
Lebanon in celebration of their National Festival. 1 did so in spite of 
juests by the Governments of both States that reviews iid not take place, 
and in disregard of their promise to the Lebanese after the celebrations of 
‘St. Joan of Are’s Day that ‘would never again hold a review on Lebanese soil 
without first seeking permission of the Government (see Weekly Summary No. 112 

(29055) 4 
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of the 24th May). ‘The two Governments decided, when informed of the French 
intention, which they considered to be a violation of the independence of their 
respective States, that they could not be represented at the reviews. In deference 
to them, a similar decision was taken by the Diplomatic Body and the British 
military authorities. Both the Syrian arid Lebanese Governments have protested 
tothe French. The Syrian and Lebanese Governments as well as the Diplomatic 
Corps attended the French Délégué's receptions held in the afternoon, and His 
Majesty's Minister also attended a féte held that evening, at which he was 
received with military honours. 

‘The Soviet Minister in Cairo, M. Novakov, who arrived in Syria last week 
(sce Weekly Summary No, 119) has transmitted to Moscow on bebalf of the Syrian 
Government a telegram proposing the establishment of diplomatic relations with 
the Soviet Union, It is expected that a favourable reply may shortly be received. 
‘Tho Lebanese Government have also signified that they would wish to exchange 
diplomatic missions with the Soviet Government, and M. Novakov is understood 
to he referring this proposal to Moscow. Both the Syrian and the Lebanese 
Foreign Ministers had been approached previously by M. Chataigneau regarding 
tho visit of the Soviet. representative, but made it clear to him that they were 
Brepared to open negotiations withthe Soviet representative direct, implying that 

French intervention was not desired. M. Chataigneas explained thatthe Hrench 
intorost in this matter was due to the fact that the question had been raised with 
the French Committee of National Liberation by the Soviet representatives in 
Algiers. The two Miniators are believed to have accepted this statement with some 
Tere, 

‘The discussions of the Anglo-French Military Committes concerning the 
issue of equipment to the gendarmerie continue. “An instruction now received 
from GF. to proceed with the issue of hats, clothing aad immediate scenarios 
may be regarded as opportune, since, should the local Governments suspect that 
the French are obstrocting the negotiations, serious consequences might arise. 


Wheat 

Total purchass from the 1944 crop up to the 15th July amounted to 
6400 tons, 

Tho protests of the ngriciturists regarding the price paid for: wheat, 
particularly in. the Joxireh, where, contrary to expectations, the eropy is only 
mediocre, have increased in volume. A deputation of prominent agricultarists 
from the Jezireh has been in Damaseux and has been granted interviews by tho 
Prosident of the Republio, by Jamil Bey Mardem Bey, president of the Cereals 
Commision, ant hy, the MGnister of National Beopoty. ‘Toslay a cecular 
telegram hns been addressed. to all the Mobafezes in the country informing th 
that no changes will be made in the prices already fixed, and telling them that they 
must give every assistance to the O.C.P- in collecting the quantities due from 
each village. 


Alaouite Territory, 
‘The area remains quiet. Suleiman Murehid’s eldest son has failed in an 
caveavonr to, indace certain. prominent Aluouite Depatice to appeal for the 
return of his father, who remains undec guard in the Omayad Hotel in Damascus, 
Murshid’s lawyer, Yusef Tucla of Homs, attempted to bring a hundred Alnouites 
to Damascus to demand his release, but the party was successfully headed off 
before it reached the capital, 
Tribal. 

1 fs apparent that ther are cartain difficulties concerning the administra 
tion of the Bedouin Control which have not yet heen overcome. Under the present 
system, requests for, the use of force must be referred by the Mohafez to the 
Central Government, who must then approach the French Délégué in Damascus. 
‘Te delay involved in this clamey procedure can only be avoided if the French 
Military Commander in Deir ez-Zor takes action in anticipation of orders from 
the French Military Headquarters. This he is frequently obliged. to do, and the 
impression is theréfore created among the Bedouin. that the French still retain 
their former responsibility and authority. It is understood that the Prime 
‘Minister intends to issue orders that the provincial Bedouin Control officers miust 
ow come directly under the orders of the Mobafezes. 


. . . - . . 
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The Lebanon. 

‘The new Ministry which Riad eSulh presented to the Chamber at the 
extraordinary session on the 11th July gives at least an itopression of determina 
tion, and the Prime Minister's promises of adininistrative and fiscal reform have 
been well received, though it would be unwise to count on their fulfilment. 

gendarmes, together with British troops, have carried out, a search 
for arms in the North Lchanon villages of Zghoria, Becharré and’ Ehden. 
Though few weapons. were found and many no doubt remain hidden, the moral 
effect of the search has been satisfactory. 

_ On the 14th July Lebanese agent employed by the Sireté, whilst 
discharging his revolver from the balcony of the port Sireté office in celebration 
of the French National Holiday. accidentally wounded a passer-by. ‘The Lebanese 
authorities arrested him and intend to try him for illegal use of firearms and 
sansing injury. The French have protested strongly on the grounds that the man 
was one of the employees whom they have the right to retain, for purposes of 
military security, under the protocol for the transfer of the Sireté, In subsequent 
discussions it became clear that the French intended to retain a much langer 
number of Sdreté agents (about 300) than was considered by the Lebanese to be 
justifiable for this purpose, and, in,any case, it is known that the man now under 
Arveat isa purely political agen. The Government are determined t0 pursve Une 
‘matter, and, indeed, it is difficult to escape the conclusion that the French intend 
to retain the ** Sireté aux Armées” as a political instrument. ‘The matter will 
probably be considered by the Frauco-British Joint Seourity Council, and it is 
understood that, if Uhe French confirm in writing their intontion to retain the 
300 agents mentioned above, the Lehanese Government will protest 





(B 4747/23/89) No. 34. 


Extract from Weekly Political Summiry No, 121, Syria and the Lebanon, 
26th July, 104 —(Receined in Foreign Office, 8th August.) 


1, Generat 

THE Syrian and Lebanese notes of protest couched in similar terms against 
the French action in holding military parade on the Mth July without obtaining 
the consent of the two Governments were presented! on the 1th July and included, 
in both cases. 0 further complaint that the French Delegate-General, in continuing 
to inme arrétés, even though they only purported to deal with French nationale 
and provag, disregarded the sovereign rights of the State. 

the Syrian press had in the meantime condncted a violent campaign of 

criticism against the French not. only for their actious on the 14th July, but for 
Mhejr continued delay in handing aver the Troupes Spécals, and the Mchafeass 
announced through the local newspapers that the arrétés issued by the Delegate- 
General were illegal. A similar announcement was subsequently made in the 
Lebanon, % 

‘The French Advisers to the Syrians have been informed by the Prime 
Minister that they are servants of the Syrian Government, and must not 
‘communicate with the French Delegation i ree of their work. Offered the 
choice of conforming or resigning, the advieers all accepted the Prime Minister 


alin, 

"Fhe Syrian Govetriment have recived a telegram from Mossow ngrecing to un 
exchange of diplomatic missions with the Soviet Union, and it is understood that 
a similar communication may soon be sent to the Lebanese who are soliciting it. 

On the 24th July His Majesty's Minister left Beirut for London for 
‘consultation 5 - 

“The destruction of the ashish crop is proceeding satisfactorily. 


3. Syria-Damaseus. 

‘A hardening of the Syrian Government's attitude towards the French, as 
indicated by the recent. preas campaign mentioned in paragraph 1, has led to the 
dismissal of certain officials believed to be too mnch under Frenell influence, and 
there have been a narnber of changes in the. judiciary. 
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9. Tribal 

A minor dispute between the Feddagha (a subsection of the Sbamar of Zor) 
and the Baggara has been settled satisfactorily by the Mohafez of Euphrates who, 
in the absence of the Bedouin Control Officer, employed gendarmes to restore order 
and to arrest Mohammed ibn Tit, chief of the Feddagha, who were the aggressors, 
‘The Mohafez has stated to the Political Officer that he considers that he has no 
need of a Bedouin Control Officer, and that he could keep the Euphrates tribes 
quiet were he to command a few more gendarmes with proper equipment and the 
Necessary transport. 


12. Press and’ Propaganda, 

‘The principal development of interest lias heen the Syrian press campaign 
(see under “General” above) following the incident of the French military 
Toviews on the 14th July. The press pointed ont that the troops employed in the 
reviews were Syrian nationals, whose equipment had been supplied to the French 
by another nation, and suggested that French oppression in Syria appeared to be 
in contrast to the spirit of liberty associated with the celebrations 





(B 4967/23/80) No, 39, 


Katruct from Weekly Political Summary, No. 122, Syria and the Lebanon, 
2nd August, 194.—(Recviced in Foreign Office, \7th August.) 
1, General, 

M, NOVIKOY, the Soviet Minister in Cairo, has informed both the Syrian 
and Lebanese Governments that the policy of the U.SS.R. is favourable to tho 
complete restoration of French government in Frafice bat not. to the maintenadce 
of French government in colonial territories oF to other French imperialiatio 
designs. 

The publication in tho local press of those parts of the American Republican 
‘and Democratic party programmes which advocate the establishment of a Jewish 
ational home, in Palestine hing caused the expression of considerable anti 
American sentiment. Ata sitting of the Lebanese Chamber a motion condemning 
any mich policy wax carried without a division, and the S) ime Minister, 
when addrossing a meeting in Aleppo, stated that the Syrian 
strive always to ensure that Palestine did not become Jewish, 

‘Tho French Delegate: General arrived in Damascus of, the 22nd July to 
continue discussions for tho transfer of the Troupes Spéciales to the Syrian 
Governmont. Since, however, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the President 
Wore not in Damaicus, and the Prime Minister was unwilling to undertake 
negotiations ‘alone, Geral ‘Beynet was obliged to return to Beirut the 
following day, 

A potentially serious dislocation of traffic in North Syria has been brought 
abont by a.strike of employees of the D.H.P. Railway at Al ‘The canse of the 
atrike, which arises out of the different wages paid to Syrian and Lebanese 
‘employees of the company since the recent grant of wage increases by the Lebanese 
Government, is under investigation. Meanwhile the French Délégation Générale 
has informed the Mobafez of Aleppo that, anless order is kept by the Syrian 
edarmerie, they will intervene to ensure security for military trafic, and the 

ritish military authorities have a railway operating company standing by to 
take over the line for military purposes if ne i 

and the French Délégation have both declared 

in their power to ensure that important military 

element in the situation is that the British, French and Syrian anthorities, 
military and civil, are working harmoniously together to the same end. 


2, Wheat. 
Total purchases dnring the period the 16th-27th July’ amounted to 
17,97 tons, a daily average of 1,498 tons. 
_ In South Lebanon purchases are disappointing, and it appears that ‘the 
estimate made earlier in the year of a 5 to 1 mean yield for the wheat crop in 





that area was optimistic. In many cases the wheat harvested will be inacceptable 
to the O.C-P- on account of the prevalence of “* rust,” and many farmers tmay not 
‘even have suificient seed wheat to meet their requirements for this year's sowing, 


8. Syria—Damarcus. 

With the President of the Republic convalescing in Zebdani and the Minister 
for Foreign Aflairs in Sofar recovering, it is said, from an attack of blood pressure 
brought on by his 20-year-old son's firm intention of marrying a lady ten years 
his senior, there has been little political activity 

On the 27th July the British military authorities began the delivery of 
equipment, in the forin of boots, to the Syrian gendarmerie 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. B.C. Weld-Forester assumed charge of the Consulate 
and Political Oifice at Damascus on the 27th Tal 


6. Jebel Drusé. 

Consteruation was caused by the ursival in the Jebel Druze of a mixed patrol 
of British other ranks and Syrian gendarmes, under orders of the British milita 
authorities, to locate and destroy hashish. The leading branch of the Atrasl 
family haye apparently cultivated hashish on a considerable scale ynd Soltan 
Pasha oe Aumahe the Mohafez (the Emir Hassan) and the Commandant of 
Gendarmerie (Hael Bek el-Atrash) are all implicated. The Mohafez, however, 
has agreed to co-operate with the British authorities, and it is expectod that the 
destruction of the crop will prooeed without opposition 


8. Euphrates and Jesireh. 

Euphrates —Colone) des Easars, Délégué Adjoint for Enat’ Syria; gave 
reception (0 French, British aud Syrian officers at Deie ez-Zor on the 1&th July 
and spoke warmly of Erance’s debi to the British. Had not the British fought 
alone in 1940, he said, France would not now be in the process of being liberated. 
He referred also to the part played by the British in the present fighting and said 
hat true Frenchmen dd not reject the hand of these who hid helped them aod 
saved their lives He enjoined everyone to work for good relations. The 
undoubted sincerity of the speech made a deop impression 

Jezireh.—Wajih el-Azbari, « Sonni from Lattakia, is designated ax Mohafox 
to tho ezireh, 


1. The Lebanon, 

Criticism of the Government has subsided, while public opinion is 
endeavouring to estimate the ability of the administration to carry out the 
Promised reforms. The almost complete lack of « between the Government 
and the French authorities continues, and the Political Officer reports that the 
Government undoubtedly have a majority both in the Chamber and the country 
in favour of the attitnde they have adopted. 


12. Press oni Propaganda, 

The Arab press has reacted strongly to the recent announcement of. the 
American Republican and Democratic parties in favour of the unrestricted 
immigration of Jews into Palestine (see paragraph 1), asserting that the Arabs 
will defend the cause of Arab Palestine to the last. EZ Ayyam desotibes the 
Atlantic Charter as a legend that has been drowned in the sea of Darkness (the 
Arab name for the Atlantic Ocean), 

Enemy Wireless Propaganda —Axis broadcasts ave attacked the French 
for working against Arab nnity and for the reestablishment of their own 
‘predominant position in the Levant. 
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[B 5029/23/89) No. 36. 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 123, Syria and Lebanon, 
9th August, 194.—(Receined in Foreign Office 1th August.) 
1, General. 

‘The Soviet Minister in Caifo paid an olficial call on the Lebanese Minister 
for Foreign Affaire on the 3rd August and M. Takla afterwards read to the press 
the exchange of telegrams between M. Molotov and himself in which the Soviet 
Government expressed their agreement to the exchange of diplomatic repre- 
sentatives. This event is welcomed as tending to establish more firmly the 
independent status of the Lebanon (see also ander. The Lebanon") 

The recognition of Syrian and Lebanese independence by the Soviet Union 
implicit in the agreement to the exchange of diplomatic representatives is 
generally regarded a8 9 boomerang which has recoiled on the French, who Ian 
to have Taunched it and whose propaganda bas for so log played 
Union as a political factor favourable to their own interests in these countries. 

‘The railway strike at Aleppo reported in Weekly Summary No. 122 of the 
ard August ended on the 3rd Angust when on the D.LP., at instance of French 
Délégation Générale, confirming their promise that the workers’ wages would be 
increased, the strikers returned to work, the Syrian Government having in the 
meantime arrested some 200 strikers who were preventing those willing to return 
to work to enter the workshops. ‘The settlement provided a welcome if somewhat 
rare example of cordial co-operation between British, French and Syrian 
‘Uhorities. 

The news of Turkey's decision to break off relations with Germany has 
caused little comment, 


3. Syrin-Damasous. 
ing, Ninth Army, accompanied bj 
Wot the Repultic at. His summer 


rian Minister to the Court of St. James (thi 
known whether he will accept) and it is also rumoured that th 
Naim Antaki (Minister for Foreign Affairs in Ata Ayoubi's 
summer) to go to Moscow, 


7. Alaguite Territory. 

‘The Political Officer reports that in reply to the Mohafer's protest over the 
presence of Senegalese troops at the summer resort of Slenfé (where there is in 
any case this season an etite shortage of water), the French through their 
délégué have offered to make a bargain by which if the present press campaign 
in Syrin Js stopped, the troops will be removed. The Political Officer adds that 
both the Minister of the Interior, who is at present in Lattakia in connexion 
with this presence of the Senegalese, and the Mobafez are very indignant at 
such a stigyestion, 


HM. The Lebanon, 

General Beynet refused on the grounds of jILhealth to attend the oficial 
Government lunch given on the 5th August in honoar of the Soviet Minister in 
Cairo, ‘This caused offence to the Government (he was known to have lunched 
with Eddé on that day) and to M. Novikov who, when invited at a Red Crass 
Charity Ball next evenin at ‘the official table. refused to do 0 on learning 
that General and Mme. t were expected. This incident led to a remon 
strance from the Lebanese and to a meeting between the President of the 

wblie, and three of his ministers on the one hand and M. Bart, the French 
‘Délégué to the Lebanon on the other, at which each side gave’ vent to its 


1 


187 


fevances. M. Bart accused! the Lebanese of being hostile to the French while 
Lebanese accused the French of failing to treat them as an independent 
nation and of seeking to reassume by underground methods the powers which 
they had relinquished. The Political Officer reports that this exchange may have 
cleared the air as both sides are now showing signs of wishing to improve theit 
relations now that they have both blown off steam. 


12. Press and. Propaganda. 

The Soviet recognition of Lebanese and Syrian independence bas filled the 
columns of local press during the week and has been hailed as the most important 
event in the history of the States. Some sections of the press emphasise that it 
shatters any hope the French might have had of re-establishing, with Soviet 
support, their ascendancy over these countries. 

Enemy Wireless Propaganda,—Axis broadcasts state that the Soviet 
Minister from Cairo is at present engaged in drawing up plans for the establish 
tment of Bolshevik régime in North Atrica, Egypt, draq and the Levant States, 





(B 5238/23/80) 


Weekly Political Summary No. 124, Syria and the Lebanon, 16th August, 
1944.—(Recerrad in Foreign Office, 28th August.) 


No. 37, 


1. General 

THE Syrian Government are showing some anxiety at not having received 
the arms for the gendarmerie promised to them by the British authorities, and 
they are apprebensive ali on account of the French delay in handing aver the 
Troupes Specials. 

‘he Syrian Government have published a démenti of tho news broadcast by 
the Near East Broadcasting Station (Sharq al 'Adna) that Nuti Pasha Said 
and the Syrian Prime Minister had agreed to "a project for the unification of 
Syria and the Lebanon into a single State and the formation of a. Federation 
consisting of Syria, Lebanon, Traq and Palestine with one Council elected by the 
States represented in the Federation.”” A similar donial hax hoon isaued:by the 
Lebanese authorities and belatedly by the Iraqis. 

‘AL the opening of the Arab Lawyers’ Conference by the Syrian President 
at Damasens the leaders of the Egyptian, Transjordanian, Iraqi, Lebanese and 
Syrian delegations all spoke in favour of Arab unity and denounced Zionism: 
‘The Lebanese Prime Minister, in addressing the conference, «snphasived that any 
Project for Arab collaboration must he hased on a guarantee of the independence 
of each individual State, 

‘A keener interest is now being: shown by the Syrinn 
administration. Ak reported in recent, Summaries, the Mohafezes of the Jezirch 
and of Hama have been dismissed. ‘The Mohafer of Aleppo hax boen placed on 
the retired list for reasons of health 


2 Wheat. 


Total cereals 
amounted {0 34, 
purchases from t 


overnment in local 


Shawes du 
4 tons, 0 dail 


ig the period the 26th July to the 14th August 
‘average of 1,893 tons, which brings the total 
1944 crop up to 58.451 tons, 


8. Syria—Damascus 
See under “* General "* above. 


4 Aleppo. 

_\ Government sohieme, fostered hy the Textile Advisory Board, for the control 

Af the cotton spinning industry, x meeting with opposition from the ' Socidté 
Syrienne de Filature et Tissage,”” supported by local interests, 

strike occurred on the 6th August among textile weavers on account of 

‘unemployment caused by a shortage of yarn, but ended on the following day when 

the Director of Ravitaillement promised to take steps to solve their difficulties. 


5. Homs and Hama, 

Khaled Baghdash, secretary of the Syrian Communist party, arrived in 
Homs during the week and held meetings at which several speeches were made 
mainly against the “Parti Populaire Syrien.” On being informed by the 
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Mobafer that political meetinigs were banned in’ Hous, Baghdash convoked = 
further mesting in a village some 9 miles distant from the town. The Mohafez 
then obtained orders from the Central Government for the immediate return of 
Baghdash to Damascus. ‘The visit appears to have had no consequences other than 
a protest from the Ulema. 


6. Jebel Druze, a 
The head of the gendarmerie at Soucida, Hacl Bey el-Atrash, is to 
roplaced by Zeid Bey el”-Atrash, younger brother of Soltan Pasha and at present 
Commandant des Gendarmes Mobiles at Damascus. It is not known whether this 
change bas been decided upon by the Syrian Government, who may have heard 
of Hacl Bey's recent anti-governmental activities, or whether it is due to the 

‘Emir Hassan's known personal liking for Zeid Bey. hi 
1c is reported that Aref Bey elNakadi, Director-General of the Syrian 
Ministry of Justice, ix t6 be seat to Soueida by the Syrian Government to make 
tn fvestiaiton int the wate ofthe oa! administration” ei ttived that be 
sharged with the additional unofficial mission of endeavouring to 

Bring obo messecition tetneen he Arash fanily andthe Goveramen 


7. Alaouite Territory 
Nothing to report. 


8 Buphrates and Jesireh, 
Nothing to report 


9, Tribal, 
Nothing to report 


10. Frontier, 

‘The French Offcier Frontalier at. sJist esb-Shoghour near Aleppo hax 
moe dhot the Terkich Qaimagear of Yayle,Dagi roemnily informed him that, 
in matters concerning the frontier, he would deal with no one except the 
Offeier Frontolier, and that, if a Syrian representative is to be present at frontier 
‘commission meotinga, he must take no part in the proceedings, but act purely as 
‘an observer. 


LA. The Lebanon. 
On the 13th August the French arrested Naim Moghabghab, who wounded 
8 French ‘Troupe Spéciale during the riots on the 27th April (see Weekly Summary 
No. 109, section 1), on a charge of attempted murder, A warrant has been out 
inst Moghabghab since the incident, but he escaped arrest by remaining in 
Sane eis cee eae ake a 
earning of the arrest, sent for the French Delegate to the Lebanon and expressed 
the hope that, as the Lebanese had dealt lemently with: the persons they had 
arrested as a result of the 27th April, the French would follow their example, He 
Suggested that it was in the interests of the French themselves that they should 
fot Make a martyr of this man, who was already something of a national figure. 
‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs then drew the attention of the delegate to the 
provocative action of the French authorities in, twodays later, sending Seneyalese 
Troop to Moghabghab's village * for estivage,”” an that this was bound 
o excite the local population. If the French persisted in their intention to 
Keep them there, the Lebanese Government would feel compelled to send a force 
fof gendarmerie to prevent violence. The delegate, who appeared to bo totally 
ynorant of the presence of the Senegalese troops, merely replied that he hop, 
those questions would be settled during the win the first for many months) which 
General Beynet is paying the Lebanese Prime Minister at the end of the week. 


resx and Propagania, 
aa eatin x project for the unification of Syria and the Lebanon 
(ooo parauraph 1) have caused a strong reaction in the Levant press, which appears 
Mect the local conviction that ‘" Arab union ”” must be kased on respect for 
endence and national sovereignty of each Arab State. 
‘reless Propaganda—No significant change 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 125, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Bord August, 1944.—(Receseed in Foreign Office, 3th September.) 
1. General. 

_The week has been quiet; the summer heat, the start of Ramadan, and, 
Syria, a holiday on the anniversary of the election uf the President of 
Republic, have all combined to reduce political activity to a minimum. 

‘The Arab Lawyers’ Conference, held in Damiascus from the 12th-18th August, 
Paattcoded by representatives from the enrroanding connirie, oolvding 
Palestine) and Egypt. Many of the proceedings were purely political in character 
and several of the speakers hailed the conference as the corner-stone of Arib 
tig obs Lebanese delegation, maintaining that they had been given to under. 
stand that the discussions were to be entirely of a professional nature, were 
‘opposed to any discussion of Arab tinity and threatened to withdraw unlecs 4 
statement was made by the Prime Minister defining the position of the Lebanor 
Accordingly, Riad Sulh made a speech in Beirut in which he declared that the 
Lebanon was determined to preserve its independence within its resent frontirs 
and, while prepared to co-operate with other Arab States, would only do 80 a8 
‘an independent entity and on an equal footing’ with them. 

‘Two attitudes could be discerned during the disetsions; members who were 
Government officials or those who one day hoped to hold posts, stressed the need 
for each country to achieve separate independence as a preliminary to Arab 
union—a viewpoint strongly supported by the Egyptian and the. Lebanene 
delegates—while members without responsibility. were in favour of immediate 
Union, “The Palestine delegates appeared to think that they bad tho sympathy 
of Great Britain, partly because they imagined that it is in the interest of Hix 
Majesty's Government's policy in the Middle East to support the Arabs, and 
Partly “because they feel that the Jews are now looking towards Amorica 
Altogether, less fanaticiem against foreigners was expressed than might have 
been expected. Needless to say, the conference achieved nothing, either from the 
political or juridical point of view. 

Sheikh Yusuf Yasin, private secretary to Thn Saud, paid private visite to 
Beirut and Damascus, ostensibly for the purpaso af reconciling the views of the 
Syrians aud Lebanese on the Arab question with those lately expromed by 

Sau 


3. Syria Damascus. 

The anniversary of the election of Shukri Quwatll_ aa President of the 
Republic was celebrated as a holiday on the 17th August, The President himself 
returned to Damascus from his stimmor residence, and diplomatic and consulac 
Fepresentatives paid congratulatory calls. The President later gave a reception 
in the garden of the Chamber of Deputies, to which some 500 Sy 
‘were invited. 

M. Zawadowski presented his letters of eredeiice ax Polish Minister to Syria 
‘on the Mth August, It is understood that Dr. Kayali, for whose agrément an 
Syrian Minister to the Court of St. James's the Syrian Government ‘has asked, 
will also be the representative to the Polish Government. 


4. Aleppo. 

The cotton workers’ strike (see Weekly Summary No. 124) ended whon the 
Government promised to arrange for a more regular supply of cotton Yarn and 
to postpone their attempt to collect income tax an the workers" wages, 


5. Home and Ham 

After the visit of the head of the Communist party in Syria, Khaled 
Baghdash (sce Weekly Summary No, 124), opposition meetings were held under 
the gis of Sheikh Safa el Sebai.. ‘The local Communists, remarking on the fact 
that the Mobafez did not attempt to stop these meetings, sent a weer ore 
President of the Republic against the behaviour of the Mokafer and police during 
their leader's visit. Under censorship rules the local police refused to permit 
he tramamipaion of the Jeera 

Some 300 Polish and Rumanian Jewish refugees passed through Homs 
during the week but there was no evidence of popular agitation against them, 

. . . . . . 
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[1B 5533/23/89) No. 39, 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 126, Syria and the Lebanon, 
BOK August, WHA—(Received in Foreign Ofice, Wk September.) 


1. General. 

‘THE French authorities celebrated with enthusiasm the liberation of Paris. 
French flags were displayed and distributed in abundance and French military 
transport used to bring Lebanese to the Délégué Général’s reception, which was 
held swith some discretion at Aley instead of in Beirut.. The Lebanese Govern- 
ment, on British advice, tehayed in a friendly manner, calling on the French 
Delegate-General and despatching congratulatory telegrams from the President 
to Mr, Roosevelt, Mr, Churchill and General de Gaulle. ‘The Goverment liter 
gave a garden party for the liberation of Paris, and members of the Diplomatic 
and Copsular Corps, dignitaries, &,, were invited. 

‘The Syrian Goverament adopted a similar attitude. ‘There was at first some 
‘attempt both in Damaacus and elsewhere to prevent pro-French sympathisers 
from displaying their flags, but the Goverment issued instructions, it is believed 
on the initiative of Shukri Quwatli, that there must be no interference. As in 
Beirut, the Freach, in questionable taste, dropped leallets over Damascus on. the 
‘occasion both of the first announcement of the liberation of Paris aud the rebirth 
of Franch greatness. 

nearly all Syrians expect and desire an Allied vietory, many of the 
Moslem nationalists yiew with some apprehension the possibility of a strengthen 
ing of the French position. as a. result of the successes in France, On the other 
hand, the minorities, particularly in Lebanon and Northern Syria, tend to regard 
the prospect of any loweaing of European influence with mixed fealings 

Hig Majouy's Chargé dAfaires went to, Damascus ox the 28rd Avguat 
‘and called om the Prime Minister to convey to him the negative reply from 
Majesty's Govornment to the Syrian request that a special delegation shoul 
be sent to London, and to. give Saadallah Bey assurances from His Majesty's 
Government that ho change in British policy toward Syrian independence was 

‘A-similar message was conveyed to the Lebanese Minister for 


8. Syria-Damaseus 

‘A decree has beeti published granting Adél Bey Azineb, who in April 1940 
was condemned to twenty years’ imprisonment for conspiring to, overthrow the 
Connell of Directors, and in believed to have taken part in the rising in. Traq 
whence he fled to Turkey, & pension of £Syr. 121 (basic salary) ax from the 
Jat April, 1099, Te was alo an. active fomentor of trouble in Palestine in 


1987, 


‘Thote is speculation in high Syrian quarters as to whether the new British 


army “amenity” building programme in the Mezze and Qatana areas near 
Damascuy indicates a prolonged stay by the British army in Syria, even after 
the war in Europe is over, Rater tas adhe 

"Klatul Monelm Bey el Rife’, appointed Conn! for Transjordan’in Syria 
and the Lebanon, assumed his functions in Damascus on the Mth August 


6, Jebel Druze: 

‘Some friction is reported in the Sdreté at Dera’a, where the French assistant 
fain that the Syrians have failed to carry out the requirements laid down in 
the protocol for the checking of passports 

Ft Dera'a station the seals on a W-D. box veagon were recently broken, 
probably by small boys sho frequent the station yards, When approached on 
Ihe matter, the Syrian Police Commissioner stated that be could not exercise 
adoquate control owing to shortage of personnel 


11, The Lebanon. iss bse oso 
‘Camille Stamnoun, Lebanese Minister to London, accompanied by his family 
and bis staff, left for Egypt «n route for his new post on the 27th August 
‘The Reirat Merchants’ Association have finally produced a guarantee for 
the payment of the sum agreed with the Government compounding arrears of 
War Profits Tax, and a Bill to promulgate the agreementris being submitted to 


the Chamber. 
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has been, and will alyea sort 
we are cured of it. 1 ry betweeti two of our political parties has reached 
such a stage that a comproniise seems no longer possible. What in-atil wo 
gach party clans the support of an ‘ally who, they belive, will not fail 

in time of need,"" 


12. Press and Propaganda, 

The local Arabic press considers the recent rumours of the preliminary 
moran of ert p States ta have eon cand by a Zionist attempt to tet 
the strength of the 2 on Movement, and strong disapproval is expressed 
of the alleged project to orente a Greater Syria destived to became an Arca of 
exploitation for the Jews. 

The tendency of local French newapapers to aver-emphasi«e the part 
played by the French in the liberation of Paris has aroused resentment. in 
nationalist circles 


[ 6714/23/80) No. 40. 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No, 127, Secret, Syria and the Letanon, 
Sth September, 1044—(Receiced in Forrign Office, 1th September) 


1, General 
Little to re 
__ The Persian Delegate in Beirut (who ix accredited to the French Delegate- 
General but not to the Syrian or Lebanese Governments) is reported to have called 
on tho Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs recently to deliver a letter from his 
Government recognising Syrian independence, and it is believed that an exchanwe 
Of diplomatic representatives may be arranged shortly. The Lebanese Prime 
‘Minister bas stated that the Persian Delegate hax expressed the Persian Govern: 
ment’s readiness to acoord recognition as soon ns a Lebanese delegation visits 
Tehran, the way they have visited other neighbouring countries, Riad Bey 
Sulh added that Brazil and Ethiopia haye signified their recognition of the 
Lebanon. ‘The press in Damaacun also reports that Kthiopin has recognised 
Syrian independence. 
__,. Mme. Sheerawi, the Egyptian feminist lender, who has been in these parts 
informed a newspaper correspondent that the ‘forthcoming Arab Women's 
Congres, hil isto be hel in Cairo in December, would discus the rights of 
women and endeavour by every means available to have these rights recognised 
4a the Arab States and would also support Arabian in Paleting ty endeavouring 
to arrange for the representation of Palestine Arab women in the Congress. 


2 Bednomie. 
‘The price of gold sovervigns fell daring the weck to €Syr. 41-85; at the 
lose of the ‘market on the 26th August, however, the price had risen to 
£Syr_ 43-15, still £Syr.1-50 lower than lust week 
Bar gold also fell by approximately £ Syr.2 during the week. 

Textiles and commodity prices have shown a alight reduction, whilé food 
prices are stable. 

‘The Regional Director of the O.C:P. ins expressed the view that the wheat 
situation in the Homs-Hama area has reached a serious condition, ‘They are 
about 5,000 tons behind schedule; reasons being: (1) the war situation, which 
has led most landowners to risk hoarding to get better prices at the end of the 
scan, when, they live, the O.C.P. will pass into Syrian Rand: (2) the tad 
season in the eastern areas; and (3) the smuggling of considerable quantities 
to the Palmyra area. : or Raa 

Prices show a downward trend as a.result of the war news. 


3. Syria-Damascus. 
‘The President of the Republic has still not completely recovered, He has to 

awe a sick to support him owing to the phlebitis in his log. but returns to 

‘Damascus three or four days each week for the transaction of current business 
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7. Alaouite Territory, 
It is reported that the celebration of Ramadan has occasioned considerable 
fanaticism amongst Moslems, and Christians and Alaouites have commented 
upon the lack of consideration shown. They allege that in Haffe Moslems insisted 
‘on places at the head of the queues for rations. 
‘The Senegalese Battalion left Slenfé on the 29th August (see Summary 
No, 123 of the 9th August, item 7). ‘There have been no incidents, 


1. The Lebanon 
The anniversary of the ereation of the Lebanon in 1920 was celebrated on 
the Ist September, and the President of the Republic gave a reception attended 
by the Diplomatic ‘and Consular Corps, the British and French army commanders 
and local notables. Lebanese flags were lavishly displayed, partly as a counter 
blast to the display of French flags at the time of the iteration of Paris 
Relations between the Lebanese Government and the Freach authorities are 
no better. Rind Bey Sulli, in an interview with the British Political Officer at 
Beirut, accused the French of systematically encouraging the opponents of the 
present igime asd of spreading propaganda against them: ‘be added that the 
rench themselves had made no advances, The Government's position in the 
Country is growing weaker, and intrigues between Depatics similar to those 
which’ produced the reahuifle of Inst July seem likely to come to a head 
carly in the October session of the Chamber. These intrigues are largely due to 
the personal ambitions of Deputies; but the Government themselves are presenting 
a target for criticism by their continued failure to taokle the numerous 
outstanding problems or to show any tangible sign of improving the adminis: 
tration. ‘The Minister of Finance, alone amongst his colleagues, is said to be 
displaying energy in the preparation of new measures of taxation, which, however, 
have not yet. come before the Chamber, 





[8 6051/23/80) No, 41 


Ketract from Weekly Political Summary, No. 198, Syria_and the Lebanon, 
1BtA September, IMA —(Recvieed in Foreign Office 2th September.) 


1, General 

Hix Majost returned on the 6th September and since his retarn 
has paid calls on, the Syrian aud Labangee Presidents and Ministers for Foreign 
Affaire and. on the Erench Delegate, 

On the occasion of the liberation of Brussels the Syrian Minister for Forel 
Affairs swat his Chef de Protecole and Chef de Cabinet to express the congratula 
tions of the Syrian Goverment to the Belgian Chargé d'Affaires in Damascus 
Government buildings were beflazged and flood-lit in celebration. In Beirut 
tho Lebanese Government also sent their congratulations and the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs represented the Government at a Te Deum held under the auspices 
of the Belgian Chargé d’Affaires and attended by members of the diplomatic 
corps, 

M. Chataigneau, formerly sevretary-genoral. at the French Delegation, but 
Initerly on eloponttatie ett for Algiers (take up the pon of Gorenten General 
thera. The Syrian Miniter for Foreign fairs gave a farewell dinner pasty ih 

is honour. 


3, Syria—Damascus. 

_ Nassouhi Bukhari, Minister of Defence and Education, tendered his 
resignation on the 7th September. The consul in Damascus reports that it has 
ot Sut been definitely accepted bot understands that Mr. Bukhari has refused to 
withdraw it. 

‘The Council of Ministers is considering the 1945 draft budget io 
for submission to the Chamber in the next texulat session. Theleadge plans “| 
to make provision for an expansion of some €Syr.6 million—an increase of 
‘approximately 20 per cent. on this year's budget, but includes provision for the 
intéréty communs, 
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‘The Transjordan consul, who fell ill om hie arrival in Damascus on the 
20th August, opened the offices of his consulate on the 11th September 

‘The consul reports that a children’s welfare society has been organised. 10 
look after vagrant children. The founders of this soviety include the wives of 
prominent citizens of Damascus, iuclnding Naim Antaki, the ex-Minister for 
roreign Afiairs and Adnan Atassi 


4. Aleppo. 
‘Trouble occurred on the evening of the 5th September when three troupes 
spéciales were arrested by the police for interfering with a theatre show, Next 
evening some hundred troapes spéciales beat, up eight. gendarmes in. retaliation 
‘and casualties among civilians occurred when the crowd attacked and disarmed 
a French sentry. French flags (including the flag on the Tutendance headquarters) 
along the streets hy the mob, and a knife was thrown 

‘Crowds continued in the streets 1ill Inte in the 

done to shops believed to be French. Similar damage 

tht on the afternoon af the 7th the town was quiet 


‘The Syrian Minister 
ved. in, Aleppo on the 7th. 
et, but the Minister of the Interior remained 
fhsan Charify who arrived at vory shore notice in the midst of trouble, The 
‘appointment has been generally welcomed. 
‘The French have demanded the presence of Syrian rep 
of gendarmerie, at the reboisting of the flag on 
tthe Minister of the Interior promised to send « reply from Damascus, to which 
hie returned on the 9th, 


6. Jebel Druse. 

‘The Administrative Council of the Jebel Druze met on the 7th of September 
and passed a unanimous vote for the abrogation of the present financial and 
dministrative Statute of Autonomy and the annexation of the Jebel Druze into 
the Syrian Repub. 

‘This decision was greeted with great enthusiaam in Soneida and the notables, 
inclading former opponents of the present Mobafez, called on him to express their 
delight. 


8. Euphrates and Jesireh, 

‘The political officer reports that the new Mohafez is anxious to have Nuri, 
the son of the Emir Najhim, arrested and tried in the civil conrts for the murder 
of six members ofthe Howeiat He ss evidently afraid of French opposition (since 
the Emir Majhim, a recipient of the Legion d’Honnenr, is a well-known French 
protégé), lack of support from the Central Government in Damascus, and the 
defeat of any gendarmerie force he might send against the Emir’s notorious 
machine guns. 

‘The Mobafez is, however. not prepared to ask the French to carry out the 
arrest since he is disgusted with the disloyalty shown by the French Bedouin 
Control Officer to his Syrian employers and has left for Damascus to take the 
matter up with the Syrian Government. 

‘The fact that the crime was carried out with automatic weapons has caused 
considerable dismay among the semi-sedentaries and in particular among the 
Walda. The British military representative in Eust Syria states that the acting 
French délegué denied that Nuri had any automatics, but the fact remains that 
some of the corpses ate reliably reported to have as many as twenty-two bull 
holes in them. 


9. Tribal. 
A dispute arose during the past week between the Kikieh and the Bazgara 
tribes Goats were stolen and erops destroyed, A. gendarmerie platoon in 
Kamechlie, under a 1.¢.0., was sent to restore order and arrange for the stolen 
animals to be returved to their owners. In the ensuing operations « n.c.0. was 
(20055) x 
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killed while pursuing the thieves Subsequently. the gendarmerie inter- 
vened and nineteen arrests took place. The consul at Deir-ee-Zor reports that 
these arrests have had x salutary effect and is of the opinion that the best solution 
would be the calling of a Majlis to settle the tribal differences, 

The quarrel is apparently due to a land dispute which dates back many years 
and had its origin when the French, after favouring the nomads, then allocated 
somo villages in their possession to their opponent 


IL. The Lebanon. 

Ata sitting of the Lebanese Chamber on the Sth September. a number of 
Deputies criticised the severity of the Government censorship on internal news, 
and particularly the suppression of all criticism of the Government. ‘The Prime 

nister'y dofence of the Government was not well received, bat the matter 
Aropped without a formal debate 

At the same sitting. a Bill was pasted providing for compulsory increases 
of between 30 peF cet. and 12 per cont. on the minimum wages of all workers 
in commerce and industry ae calculated on the Ist January, 1044. ‘These increases, 
which ive substantially Inrger than those recommended by the Government Com: 
mittee at present examining Iaboor questions, were imposed by the Legislative 
Committee of the Chamber 00 the Government, which in its present somewhat 
Smmecure potion was not dispeed to resis 

At a further sitting of the Chamber on the 11th September, a lave was passed 
moditylng certain articles of the Code du Commerce reading litte companion 
‘The principal classes of this modification are those forbidding the formation of 
any company without the prior assent of the Government asd obliging all 
companies to include at least 30 per cent, of Lebanese in their boards of directora. 

Tho arrangesent recently arrived ai between the Government and the Beirut 
Merchants’ Association in regard to the arrears of War Profits Tax has still not 
been promulgated, The Financial Committee of the Chamber are not satisfied 
with the guarantees of payment put forward by the merchants, and the opinion 
ix being once more expressed in many circles that the Government should have 
oained n considerably larger sun from the merchant 

Genoral Beynet made another of his flag-showing tours, this time through 
the Chouf: on the 7th September. Tt is understood that he again ignored a request 
from the Lebanese Government that the tour should not be made in view of the 
danger of incidents. ‘The visit was, however, everywhere ignored. by. the local 
Depulation who showed no enthusiann, and was penrally adjudged to bave been 
a failure nese Pritwe Minister made a sitnilar tour of South Labanor 
en ir imilar tour of South Lebanon 
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CHAPTER VI.—GENERAL. 


[E 4$033/149/65) No. 42. 


Sir E. Spears to Mr. Eden (Received Wth July.) 

(No. 58.) 
Sir, Beirut, 29th June, 1984, 

L HAVE the horiour to transmit to you herewith copies of  memorandiun 
‘on Armenians in the Lebanon 

This, paper contains much inférmation which is wot otherwise accewible 
and provides a summary of one of the most intricate and difficult problems of 
the Levant. I am indebted for the compilation of this information to the stall 
of His Majesty's Consulate-General and to my press attaché 

1am sending copies of this deqpatch, With enclosira, to the Minister 
Resident in the Middle East and His Majesty's Ambassador at Angora 


FE. L SPEARS, 


Enclosure in No, 48, 
Ansumsians 18 THE Linanon 
T—General Backyrownd. 


Before 1918 the Armenian popolation of the Lebanon numbered abou 
most of whom were artisans and merchants. ‘They had no political sig 
and the Turks, generally speaking, treated them with tolerance, allown 
to establish schools and churches of their own. Between 1918 and 102 this 
community was joined by a number of former exiles attencted by the French 
promise of sinctuary in Cilicia, ‘Their expectations wero disappointed when 
the French were driven out of Cilicia and an exodus of the Armenians already 
settled there took place, It ix estimated that over 40,000 of thew came to the 
Lebanon, where the Freneli, acting nominally in the interests of the League of 
Nations, but motivated perhaps in part by an appreciation of the advantages to 
be gained by obtaining a Christian minority of thie size, made arrangements for 
their settleme 

2 With 
further Armen: 

Alexandietta to Turkey i most the entire Ara 

fled to Syria and the Lebanon, According to some sources, the panic which led 
to this exodus was inspired by the French: iC reasonable to assume, however, 
that the Armenians, with Turkish persecution «till fresh in their minds, wonkd 
have evacnated the Sandjak in any cave. 

3. The refugees who came to the Lebanon were settled in two main centres 
at Anjar (in the Bekna), and in the neighbourhood of Tyre. AntiFrench 
‘Armenians maintain that these two districts; which are highly malarial, were 

murposely chosen because their. inhabitants are predominantly Moslem - tho 
French, they state, wished to ereate enclaves of Christian aliens who could be 


relied upon to support them in any conflict with the often turluilent local 
population, Complaints are also often heard regarding the primitive nature 
of the accommodation provided: they have some justification, ‘but it must. be 
‘admitted that both the Anjar and the Tyre settlements compare very favourably 
indeed with the extremely unhygienic “tin town” near Beirut river which had 
heen the home of Beirut Armemans since the end of the last war, 


TL —Armenian Institutions in the Lebanon, 


{A) The Churches, 

4. In the absence of any permanent temporal power, Armenians came, 
through the centuries, to regard their Church as their bastion against foreign 
invaders and as the custodian of their language and their national traditions. 
‘The main precceupation of the 1921 refugees was, therefore, the establishment in 
the Lebanon of the Armenian Church and of the schools which it controlled. 

5. The Orthodox Gregorian Church is the ane to which the majority of 
Armenians belong. Its primate is the Catholicos of Cilicia; he resides. at 


(29055) x2 







































































168 


h of Beirut, where s cathedral has been built, with a school and 

attached. Next in importance to the Catholicos cotes the Armenian 

‘op of Beirut, who controls the twenty or so Gregorian churches in the 

won and in addition is responsible for Haison with the Lebanese Govern- 

ment. “He is assisted by, and responsible to, a communal council. which is 

divided into committees entrusted with the management of lay affairs. The 

‘couttcil is elected. hy the laity, who thus have not only a measure of control over 
the higher ecclesiastics but also a share in the adminis of charitable ai 

eclucational institations. 

6. ‘The present Catholicos is Karekin Hovsepian, who, owing to his abse 
in the United States, bas not yet been enthroned. His locum tenéns is 
Atchabahian. The Archbishop of Beirut is Ardavast Surm 
Mirong-willed prelate who exhibits markedly pro-Brit 

7, The Armenian Catholic Church has been est 
in the Lebanon and must of ite members have become assimilated to. the 
surtoonding: population, have taken Arabic names and only hear Armenian in 
the Church ritual, In 1924 they gave effective help to all such refugees as were 
prepared, in return, to be converted. ‘They have installed schools and monastic 
orders, have cortain connections with Rome and the Jesuits, 
selves as the channel of communication between. the French and the Armenians. 
‘Thoir Patriarch ix also styled " Catholicos of Cilivia,"" ‘The present incumbent 
is Gregory Peter XV Agaziania 

8. The Armenian Protestant Church dates back tothe early nineteenth century 
and owes its existence to the efforts of foreign missionaries. In Beirut, Armenian 
Protestants, until recently, formed part of the Syrian Protestant Chu 
considerable increase in their numbers decided them to secede and 
Powess numerous ehools and churches of their own. ‘They are looked down 
upon by the Gregorians, who regard them as their social inferiors. 


(B) Political Parties 
9, ‘There were no Armenian political parties until the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, At that time, under the influence of European Liberal 
movements, a number of secret socioties were founded, with headquarters in the 
various capitals of Europe and underground branches allover Armenia, ‘The 
principal. common aim wax. the liberation of 
domination 
10, The Tashnags, 
and social reformers. 1 


day not entirely lox, 

1; During. the war 1016-18 they organised legions of anti-Turkiah 
volunteers whose task was to bold back the Turks loug eoough for the Armenian 
population to take refage in the Caucasus In 1917, the strongest party in 
Armenia, they came forward with a progeamme of agrarian reform and 
hationalist self-determination and it was they who dominated politics it the 
shortlived Armenian Republio of 1918-20. When the Bolsheviks overran their 
Country they were ruthlessly persecuted, but those. who could make their escape 
‘continued their militant and conspiratorial activities abroad. 

12, Anti-Russian and anti-Turk as they were, they favoured any foreign 
Power which might he expected to assist them in. realising, their national 
‘aspirations. They pinned their hopes at first on the Allies, but when Hitler came 
to power and revealed himself as the strongest force against bolshevism they 
turned pro-German and remained so until 1999. The Russo-German Non 

ression. Pact came as a rude awakening, and the Tashnags, bewildered at 
fing their would-be protector and one of their principal enemies apparently 
making common, canse, transferred. their sympathies to the Western Powers. 
When Russia was attacked, the Tashnag Central Committee in Cairo resolved to 
‘sink their previous differences with the Soviets and to align themselves with the 

lo-Russian Allies. They undertook at the same time to refrain from any act 
which might embarrass Turkey as long as she remained loyal to her undertakings 
to Great Britain. 

13. By the end of 1941 the hold of the Central Committee over its various 
‘sub-committees was weakening; largely as a result of the difficulty of maintaining 
yarmal communications with them, but partly owing to their failure to come to 
terms with the Soviets or to obtain active support from the United Nations. A 
tendency is noticeable on the part of many of the younger members to look to 
‘Russia as their sole protector against Turkey in the future. Nevertheless, the 
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Tashnags probably constitute the strongest and hest disciplined Armenian party 
in the Lebanon.. “They publish a newspaper (4tag) and control a high school 
and a well-organised athletic club (Homenetmen), whose members are subject to 
rigid discipline. 

14. The Hanchag party was originally formed prior tothe Tashnag patty 
When the latter was formed large numbers of the Hunchag members went over 
to the Tashnags and the party slowly disintegrated and ceased to wield any power 
It has shown signs of revival during the past two years, but its activities, such 
4s they are, are confined to the Lebanon, Elsewhere it has no importance Its 
headquarters is in the United States, where it publishes a journal entitled 
Yeridussart Hoyasdan (Young Armenia), In this country it publishes a paper 
ealled Ararat. “At one time the Hanchags in this country were closely associated 
with Artin Madoyan, a Russian Communist, who bas sitice quarrelled with them 
And joined the local Communist party.” The sentiments of the Hunchagr are 
Aefnitely pro-Soviet, whilst they style themselves imellectual Marxists, 

15." ‘The Ramgavar party consists of the wealthier clemonts of the 
community. It favours close co-operation with the local Government and is 
‘opposed to the extremist parties, whose methods, it fears, might aroase hostility 
and thus endanger the safety of the whole Armenian community. Tt controls a 
remspaper, Zeronk, an athletic coh, Avtrani, and a charitable organisation, 
which is financed by Armenians all over the world. ‘The increase in the numbers 
of the wealthy and the support it enjays from the Gregorian Church have given 
this so-called Conservative party an Importance unprecedented in its history, 

16. ‘The Armenian Communist party was founded as:soon as the reftgoos 
arrived in the Levant States and remained a separate entity until 1935, when it 
Wax affliated to the Lebanese Communists. An overwhelming majority of the 
militant Lebanese Communists aro Armenians 

17. Although the power of the Communists is on the increase—recent Soviet 
successes having added considerably to their numbers and prestige—they are not 
Yet strong enough to present their own candidates in elections. ‘Their electoral 
policy is to give backing to any party except the Tashnags. They have their own, 
Hewspaper, Jogorourti Zain, and a clandestine pros for uso in case of 
‘emergency 

8. “The Chezok party is composed of neutrals who belong to none of the 
main Armenian political parties, Its membors wish Soviet Armenia well, but 
ite thet allegiance to the country of their adap ‘heir relations with the 
Lebanese are friendly and enable them, in times of crisis, to act ax peacemakers 
between the local population and the more extremist Armeninus, ‘Their 
candidate in the recent elections, Chamlian, wax the only Armenian to be elected 
in the first ballot 

19, Whilst the ideological differences sutwist between the various Armenian 
parties and are acoentnated not a little by the mutual animosity of their leader 
nd newspaper editors, it may be said that on imues of world import Armenian 
‘as a whole are of onie mind. ‘Ths the great majority— 

(a) hope for an Allied victory; 

(2) ar loyal to the country of isis adoption; 

(¢) nourish fear and batred of the Turks: this may be said to be the one 

‘compelling instinct which dominates, consciously or unconsciously, the 
mental outlook of every Armenian. 


Non-Tashnags have a further bond in their opposition to the Tashnags. 


T1L.—Lebano-Armenian Relations, 1919-43, 


20. During the Great War Armenians in exile had thrown in their lot with 
the Allies and the French had formed an Armenian Legion which saw service 
tunder General Allenby. After the armistice these levies, many of whom found 
themselves at the time im Beirut, took steps to srcure the release of Armenian 
girls who had been sold to Moslem hareems. ‘The search for the girls was in some 
instances made an excuse for looting; passions rose on both, sides, and in 1919 
Tiots broke out in which a certain nuinber of people lost their lives 

21. A more serious incident occurred in 1926. A Moslem Deputy, fearing 
the outbreak of an epidemic as a result of the unhygienic conditions in the 
Armenian settlement within the perimeter of Beirut, made a speech in the 
Chamber demanding the transfer of the Armenians outside the limits of the cit 
The press (deliberately or inadvertently) published incorrect versions of the 
specch, stating that the Deputy. was aiming at the expulsion of the Armenians 

from the country. Although this account was subsequently discovered to be false, 
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the alarm aroused was considerable Anti-French Arteniaus believe the French 
to have been responsible for the incident and to have made use of it as a warning 
to any Armenian showing an inclination to establish friendly relations with the 
‘Moslems. 

22, In 1985 appeared a High Comuaission decree which, for the first time, 
allowed the Armenian Orthodox two seats in Parliament. ‘The French made sure 
that both the successful candidates in the 1995 elections were their nominees, 
One was 4 Tashnag, the other allegedly a central although actually a Prench tool 
Both the niembers elected were insignificant and their political influence was 
negligible. 

23. Perhaps the most serious crisis in which the Armenians were involved 
occurred in November 1936, directly after the signature of the draft Franco. 

cve Treaty. Avene prococatnurs seized the opportunity aboned by a 

lent palenic Between, 9 Moslem and Maronite newspaper simulianeously to 

incite the Moslems against the Christians and to encourage the Armenians to 

believe that they themselves were in danger of a Moslem attack In the ensuing 

Christian-Moslém riots Armenians went to the help of the Christians. Thee 

participation in the incident was greatly magnified and for a time very cotwider, 
Able hostility was shown towards them in Moslem circles 


IV.—Armeniang in the 1043 Elections, 


24. With the return of the Lebanon to a constitutional life in 1943 it was 
decided at first to allow the Armenian Orthodox three veats in the Chamber. 
As a result, however, of the Moslem—Maronite conflict over the allocation of seats, 
the Armenians wete sacrificed and found themselves, as in 1935, with two on] 
As under Lebanese Electoral Law voting is carried out by lists, each Armenian 

‘i de his own arrangements with the candidates of other communities 

n their lists. ‘The following Armenians stood for election — 


(@) A Communist representative, who, however, withdrew before the first 
ballot in favour of all but the Taahnay candidate: 

(0) Der Kaloustian (Tashnag), He was an officer in the Erench army during 
the Vichy régime and has the reputation of being completely loyal te 
France. “His many enemies accuse him of pro-Axia leanings: 

Tekanderian (unchag). His nae figured on the same list as that of 
Der Kalonstian and he was alto a French nominee, although pai 


Wer taken to make him more palatable (0 the Moslems by represent 
him as hostile to Armenian nationalism 

(2) Chamlinn (Chezok); and 

(©) Mitirlian (Ramgavir). Both these candidates had the backing of the 
Communiste, of the Church and of all those Armenians who favoured 
the election ‘of neutral represetatives rather than of professional 
Politicians. 


25, Armenian Catholics and Protestants were not allowed to stand for 
election since they were classed under the Electoral Law as forming part of the 
minorities 

26. Tn the first ballot Chamlinn was returned, whilst Misitlian missed 
election by five votes, In the second ballot, Der Kaloustian, who would cortarniy 
not have been elected by the Armenians alone, was returned as a result of the 
strong support given to him by the French and, according to some sources, of ne 
intervention by the eyrian, Prime Minister, who, himself vilenuly anti-Turkish, 
Wns assiduously seeking all possible allies in an irredentist campargn ageinat ike 
Turks in the Sangjakes sug mea 


V—Armenians and the Franco-Lebanese Crisis, November 1043. 


8 of the Chamber whi 
Consti tation, beeame one mes of the day. Ax he was 
ole, much of the indignation 
Government was visited also 
provocatears exploited this situation in an attempt 
reeni Armenians and Lebanese by an intensive propaganda 
campaign calewlated to inspire fear and hatred on both sides, 
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Forsunately for themselves the Armenians were genuinely shocked by 
the French “* Patsch,"* and many of them took an early opportunity of showing 
it. The Communists issued an anti-French tract, Armenian women of all partice 
Went in deputations to condole with Ministers’ wives on their husbands’ arrest. 
and when the Government were released the Armenians took their full share in 
the rejoicings. Der Kaloustian, whose pro-French conduct was subsequently 
repudiated by the Tashnag Central Committee in Cairo, was obliged. much 
against his will, to join other Armenian notables in’ congratulating the 
Government on their rélease. 


VI.—The Future of Armenians in the Lebanon, 


29. At present between 60,000 and 70,000 Armenians are living in the 
Lebanon. On the whole, they have done well for themselves. They were, of course, 
Assisted by the League of Nations and other organisations, but they ute Intgely 
justified in their claim that they have risen from the status of refugees to that 
Of citizens chiefly by their own efforts. They are a capable and hard-working 
nation, extremely intelligent and individually ambitious to make good. ‘The wo 
settlements at Anjar and Tyre still exist, but in Beirut the insanitary tin town 
has seen a steady exodus as people have been able to improve their conditions 
and remove to better quarters. Several of them have made their names in the 
Professional class, in particalar as doctors ,. much of the town's 
trade is now in 

are second 

with in the 

30. 


ly bern and thot, ihrough intersmarringe and common 
interests, they ally surrender their language aad ‘traditions and 
become completely assimilated into the local population, “There is 40 indication, 
however, that such a movement is in progress or is likely to start in the heat 
future. ‘The concentration of the majority of Armenians in separite settlornonte, 
the existence of separate Armenian schools, churches, newspapers, athletic clu 
and other institutions, are all caloulnted to fester their racial apitit. There 
‘consequently few cases of inter-martiage with the local inhabitants, aid Arment 
‘and Turkish are the languages generally spoken by Armenians amongst themselves 
foreover, the Armenians, with their ready adoption of Western ileum 
undoubtedly feel and evince a certain superiority over the nian backward 


Jems as potential enemies in the event of a major 
Communal conflict. Meanwhile the Lebanese appear to be satisfied, despite 
Der Kaloustian's attitude, with the bebaviour of the Armneniane as a whole and 
there is no sign of any real desire to get rid of them 
32. Armenians are not, for all their recent wanderings, a nomadic race and 
their principal aim is to find security and a permanent resting-place. They do 
not, however, appear to look forward with great enthusiasm to an indefnite 
sojourn in the Labanon, where opportunities are limited and where, they fear, 
they may be exposed, with other Christian elements. to persecution at the bands 
of the Moslems, A number would gladly emigrate to the United States or to the 
British Empire, and even more, in the heat of their present enthusiasm. for 
Russia, would, if offered reasonable chances of work and socurity, remove to the 
Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic. “In the meantime, they may be expected 
to stand aside from all major political isenes and so avoid drawing unneceseary 
attention to themselves. 
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Printed Jor the ute of the Foreign Office 


CONFIDENTIAL 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
EASTERN AFFAIRS 


PART 59—OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 1944. 


CHAPTER I—IRAQ, 


No.1 


Mr. Thompton to Mr. Eden.—Receiced 2nd August.) 
(No. 648) 
(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, nd August, 944 

MY telegram No. 628. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs sent for me this morning to discuss the situation 
fn Kiurdiatan whic be regarded ws grave, He feared that there was every pos 
bility of serious trouble not later than the antumn, and that what wax being 
planned was a general move embracing not only Kurdish tribesmen in Teng 
also thote in Persia and Turkey. Reports he had lately: received from ‘Tabria 
show clearly that in all this and while he did not muggest 
Soviet agents wore activ aren he had good reason to suspect the 
femnissaries from Mullal afi had been sent across the border to contact #0 
voraive elements in Persia. Tthink that there may well be spine substance in t 
contention, two Kurdiah “ taison ofcers'™ having: lately vanished actow: the 

2 Proceeding, Minister for Foreign Afluirs said if any widespread uprising 
‘eccurred, the Turks certainly woold not remain idle, however powerless Pers 
(because of the Russians) and Traqis (because of their military weakness) might 
be, This might lead to a Turkish incursion into Iraqi territory for the purpose 
of “restoring order” In all these circumstances and also Hecause he felt it 
intolerable that Mullah Mustafa shonld deliberately flout the friendliness of the 
present Administration, he felt some action should be taken soon to restore the 
situation before it got worse. 

3. T replied that facts must be fnced. Although T had personally reached 
the concinsion that Mullah Mustafa was now in a mood very similar to that which 
had inspired Hitler after Munich, head of British Military Mission and-all 
others who knew the truth were convinced that Iragi army was in no condition to 
intervene except with the certainty of disaster. Tt was mainly for this reason 
Uhat T had urged the yesterday to take seriously Major Kinch’s advice 
atout the evacuation of the affected area, which could, if necessary, be sealed off 
‘and isolated economically, At the same time, the Iraqi Government should give 
immediate effect to General Renton’s recommendations for reorganisation and 
training of the army. with particular reference to the formation of « mountain 
division capable of elfective use, without further spreading if circumstances #0 

lictated. 

4. When the Minister for Foreign Affairs hinted that His Majesty's Govern- 
‘ment might possibly help if only with a few aircraft. I made it absolutely plain 
that there could be no question of any such participation on our part. We hnd 
quite enough on our hands at. the moment and.had neither men xior equipment to 
Spare for adventures in Kurdistan. T.concluded by intimating that the Cabinet 
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‘would only put themselves in the wrong if in the light of existing realities they 
resorted to any provocative action at the present time. 

5, The Minister for Foreign Affairs listened carefully but registered a 
certain gloom. I fear that some of his colleague are anxious for a show-down 
with Mullah Mustafa. Tam instructing Major Kinch to visit Bagdad us soon 
as possible 





(B 4716/26/93) No. 2 


Mr. Thompeon to Mr. Eden,—(Receied 6th Auyust.) 
(No. 057.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegram No. 654. 
Following is text of Saving telegram addressed to Major Kinch, repeated to 
you for information :— 
" Acting Prime Mi 
detail the acti 


Bagdad, 6th August, 194 


of Finance has on his own responsibility authorised extraordinary disbursements 
for such construction. 

2, In asking that you be informed accordingly. Saleh Jbr expressed the 
hope that Political Advisory Staff and area linivon officers would lose no oppor- 
tunity of impressing on Kurdish nationalists and tribal elements, including sach 
people as the Zibaris, that neither this embassy nor any other British authority 

ius the least sympathy with those who are tempted to create disorder in Barzan 
or any other area. In. agreeing. to instruct you and others concerned. accordiugly, 
T made it clear that in doing #01 took note of his Excellency's assurances of 
Government’s constructive intentions. You may make such use as you think fit 
of this statement, 

"3 Minister had discussed. with Colonel Le Blanc. the latter's scheme 
mentioned to you in my. presence for an early distribution on practical lines, af 
clothing in Mosul Exbif [group undecypherable : 1 Kh] was to which, he said. he 
had agreed in principle. If or when this takes place you may be able to use it 
as evidence of Cabinet's will to act. 

"4. T reminded the Acting Prime Minister that the Government should 
try wo get together with Sheik Ahmed and furthermore that they should encourage 
‘and support tribal elements opposed to—or at any rate not yet allied with-— Mullah 
Mustafa. He replied that every endeavour would be made to follow these 
stiguestions. 


(B 8374/26/03) No. 3 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Kden—{Receiced Ust September) 


(Telegraph 
(Tel ie) Bagdad, \st September, 1944. 
“HY legram No. 657 

‘Taufiq Wahi returned 30th August from tour through Suleimani and Arbil 
Liwas, during the course of which, in company with Major Kin{ group ande- 
eypherable], he visited Mullah Mustafa at Bille on 24th vj 

2 He reports that there is among the Kurs general distrast of the present 
Government and the latter's cheap heneficence falls so far short of its expressed 
benevolence, Food is short in Shirwana Kilin, Mergasur and Izezan, and little 


3 


‘or no cloth has been distributed. Political adviser confirms this appreciation of 
the situation. 

3. Tanfiq Wali has seen the Prime Minist. 
who expressed readiness to do whatever he resom 
the Cahinet ¢ 

4 His intention is to recommend the administrative redistribution of Zibar, 
Shirwana Kilin and Mergasur districts, immediate redistribution of food, grain 
and cloth and plan for provision of seed grain and plough cattle to enable villagers 
to start to cultivate in them, At present agriculture in all these distrigts (except 
Ziban) scems to te at a standstill. 

5. Meanwhile news has been received today that Mullah Mustafa hae 
sorrounded the district headquarters at Mergasur and has demanded the 
surrender to him of 100 tons of wheat held there in the Government store. 

6. Tt seems that the Iraqi Government will have to yield to this demand as 
stall police force on the spot cannot be expected to fight and the two battalions of 
Traqi troops at Rowandur are unfit to move out to drive off Mullah Mustafa’s men. 

7. The General Officer Commanding-in-chief is at present paying a short 
visit to the Regent up country. Before the former proceoded we discnssed the 
Kurdistan question briefly and Sir A. Smith agreed to urge upon His Royal 
Highness the absolute necessity of early and positive implementation of the 
Government's declared policy of relief, &e. 





(B 6247/26/93} No. 4 
Sir K, Cornwallis to Mr. Eien-—(Receieed 18th October.) 


(No. 476) 
Sir, 


hat at least 
ake, without, 
This 


siBsequestly’ dropped fran 


the Cabinet altogether. 
2. Since then considerable. progress has been made with army reform apd 
certain action, such as distribution of textiles and grain, has been taken in relief 
of the depressed Kurdish areas. ‘The extent and scope of thee latter siensires 
however, have not been very striking, and it cannot be said that they have had 
any appreciable effect in the lessening of Kurdish discontent. For his part, 
Manila Mustafa, who I shrewdly suspect. is bene: exploited by Kurdish 
intellectuals” interested in making difficulties for the Tragi Government, has 
‘restive and, indeed, provocative, As foreshadowed in Mr. Thompson's 

weatn No. 752 of the st September, the small police post at Mergasur wax 
tunable to resist the Mulla's “request” for grain, and ninety tons were handed 
to him early this month. Not content with this success, he sent, me on the 
16th September a message that he,and his people were in sore need of help of 
every land and begging that 1 would persuade the Iragi Government to meet 
their requirements While this appeal was under consideration, the Minister 
Of the Interior telephoned tbat-Mulla-Mustafa's-men-had by threats stopped 
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certain. public, work. that was being carried out at Shirwana Mazin, and. would 
T instruct Colonel Lyon to use his influence to put an end to this nuisance! 
Tt also came to my knowledge that the Minister was toying with the idea of 
despatching troops to deal with the situation. On investigation, it transpired 
tat the alleged tncident had not taken place ai Shirwana Mazin, but at Mazna, 
where an agent of Mulla Mustafa was obstructing the rebuilding of the police 
ost, I thereupon sent a firmly-worded message to Mulla Mustafa, a copy of 
Which is enclosed, together with a translation of his earlier communication 
above mentioned 

3, The use of troops to cope with this minor aflair could only have led to 
‘undesirable complications, more especially since there has naturally not, yet been 
time to. get them fit for even so minor an undertaking as the ove etivisaged 
by the Minister of the Interior. Indeed, both General Sir Arthur Smith and 
General Renton have impressed upon me the folly of any such move from the 
military point of view. L therefore told the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Aflains (the Minister of Justice) that the situation did not seem to me to justily 
ny precipitate action. His Excellency replied that there had been no Cabinet 
devision to use force, aud while he was speaking I learnt by telephone from 
Mr. Edmonds that the Minister of the Interior had, on his own initiative, given 
orders for a brigade of the Southern Division to’ stand by. I reminded the 
Minister that the war was uot yet over and that we were not prepared to cot- 
template the possibility of diverting men and equipment to rescue the Tragi 
army fron the difficulties in which they would inevitably become entangled 1f 
thrown into any adventure in their present untrained condition, I therefore 
expected the Iraqi Government, as Allies, to give me full warning of any 
intention to embark on operations and to consult me before coming to any 


decision. It waa, [ added, obviously to the advantage of the Traqi Government 
to work in close harmony with ourselves in such matters, since it was our polic 
to uphold ordered government in this country. He no doubt realised how mul 
the General Officer Commandiog-iti-Chief and the British Military Mircion 
wore helping forward the reorganisation of the Eraqi army 1 concluded by 
emphasising that the Administration would have no right to look to me for 
‘ny sympathy or support if they got into trouble throagh igworin my advice, 


Although the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed his general 
agrestoent with the ‘views 1 had expressed and undertook to represent them 
to the Minister of the Interior, 1 found the latter in a difficult mood when he 
called upon ine yosterday, While pleased with the tone and content of my reply 
to Mulla Mustafa, and although he admitted the necessity to investigate the 
{acts of the recent incident at Mazna, his Excellency indicated his belief that 
the Mulla intended to rect the erection of» police pout at that place. He 
then expatiated on the "intolerable insults to which the Government were 
being subjected, and on the necessity for maintaining their prestige, and 30 on 
He had conforred with the Acting Prime Minister (Saleh Jabr) and the Tragi 
General Staf, who together felt that even if operations were impossible at the 
present time,’ there was no reason why a "defensive force” should not be 
stationed at’ Mazna while building was in progress (although, in point of 
fact, auch work is probably out of the question once winter sets in), and he 
spoke of sending a brigade from Diwaniyah. T answered that T thought it 
extromely unlikely either the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief or General 
Renton would see any merit in this idea. T then went aver once mare in great 
dotail the ground T had already covered with his colleague of forvign affairs, 
warning him particularly of the consequences of going ahead in defiance of our 
Agreement. he Minister did not take very Kindly to what T said, bot finaly 
agreed that there must te full Anglo-Traqi consultation. The trath is. that 
he is—not entirely without excuse—rabid about Mulla, Mustafa and anxious 
nor (a at the begining of August) for a" shondown.” with that troublescme 
and primitive individual. The Minister of the Interior is, indeed, a prey to 
rather dangerous wishful-t and in the absence of the Regent, the Traqi 
Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs at Alexandria, seems 
inclined to take the bit between his teeth. 

5. Tau sending copies of this despatch to the Minister-Resident in the 
Middle East, the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Persin/Iraq Force, and 
General Renton, 2 


ve, dhe. 
RINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 4. 
(Translation. 
Sir K, Cornwallis to Mulla Mustafa (Barzan), 


Bagilad, 70h September, 1944 
After compliments, 

I HAVE received your letter of the 16th September in which you say that 
{you are in need of more help from the Government, 

‘Already you have been given ninety tons of grain from Mergasur and to-day 
Learn that supplies of cloth have been sent to Hilloh, This ahould convince you 
of the Government's desire to help you and your rope 

Further help will depend very Yar cn yourself. If you co-operate with 
the officials of the Government they will co-operate with you 

You should keep in touch with them and explain exactly what help you 
heed, because you and your people must make a special effort to plough and sow 
‘as much as possible this autumn and winter 40 that you will all have fouxd next year 

I have heard that some of your tribesmen have been interfering with 
Government building work at Mazna, You should not let this sort of thing 
happen. It causes serious misunderstandings and is most harmful to your ow! 
interesta Remember that you and your tribesmen are dependent on the help 
of the Government to obtain many of the things you need and that this help 
will only be given to you if you are obedient to the Government and tnaintain 
good relations with their officials. 

T have, & 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS, 
His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador 


Enclowire 2 in No; 4 
Mulla Mustafa to Sir K. Cornwallis, 
Barsan, WGth September, 1944. 


(Translation) 


After compliments, 

YOU ordered me to keep quiet and 1 have done so and. obeyed your orders, 
Bot now we are obliged to appeal to you on account of eur dificult eieumstancen, 
The time for working in the fields bas nearly passed and we are in the direst hood 
of the Government's help in every: way. 

We therefore beg your Excellency to respond to our appeal without. dolay 
0 that the last opportunity to sow our fields may not escape ux, otherwise we 
shall not be able to live in this mrea but. be obliged to go elsewhere and some 
of our people will be driven to cross the frontige aud commit robbery. 

1 this happens, then your Excellency will hold us responsible, T therefore 
lay our case before your Excellency: and beg leave to invoke your kind help. 

May God grant to the British army. 


“ T have, &o, 
(Signed) MULLA MUSTARA AI. BARZANT 





{1B 7011/37/93) No. 5. 


Sir K. Cormwaltis to Mr, Eden.—{Received 15th November.) 
foeg 510.) 
r, Bagdad, 31st October, 1944. 
LLHAVE the bonour to saben, with reference to Mr ‘Thompson's despatch 
No. $32 of the 14th August, the following report on the main events that have 
‘Gxcurred in this country since that date. Mr. Thompson was in charge of this 
sion until my return from leave on the 2th September. 
ring the last. week in August the continued o of Tabsin Ali 
ithe ow scheme for the Iraqi army led fo further heated alteration wich 
finally resulted in the resignation of the Cabinet. ‘The Regent at once asked 
al Pachaci to forma new administration." He did so without diffcalty, 
is old colleagues except Tabsin Ali. To fill the gap left by the 
sparture, Arshad al Umari took over Defence in addition to Foreign 
(30547) a8 
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Affairs, Salih Jabr added the portfolio of Supply to that of Finance, and Abdul 
Amir al Uzri returned to Communications and Works. There was no change 
in the Cabinet's policy 

5. On the 16th August sentence was somewhat’ expectedly passed on six 
more of Rashid Ali's coudjutors in his coup i Btat in 1941. Kam Shabib, one 
of the four senior Traqi army officers once known as the Golden Square,’ was 
treated in the same way as his two colleagues, Fahmi Said and Mabmoud Salman, 
who were seat to the gallows in May 1942. "Only one of the four, Salah-ud-Din 

Sabbagh, now survives as a fugitive in Turkey. "Mohammad Alt Mahmoud and 
Must Shabtandar, both Ministers in Rashid’ Ali's Cabinet, were settenced. to 
five years" imprisobment; Sharif Sharaf, the usurper Regent, and Rauf Bahrani, 
author of Hahid Al Cabinet collegues wen to prima or three and’ two 
Years respectively, an the property of all ap to'a total of TD.1.602.488 was 
Tonflcated to the State as a contribution to the damage which these people had 
caused to the State. Abdul Qudir Gailaai, x Court offal accused ef having 
innalted the Queen Mother, was sentenced (0 three months" imprisonment. "The 
sentences evoked Tittle oF no pablic interest 

4." On the occasion of the "Td al Fitr holiday, eight of the internices sent 
back from Southern Rhodesia were reloused. They were meh of no eoosequence 
except for Abdul Qadir Gallani, "He has served his sentence in addition to Bis 

ibd of internment in Southern Khodesia and if not the sort of individual to 
me poitially dangerous im present circumstances 

5. ‘Ta late August the Mimster of the Interior released wineteen further 
imtertees from Amara and four more were set free with the Rhodesian detatnces 
taentioned above. His list was based om the recommendations of the "" Edinauds 

Committee and the'few additions which he had made included no men likely 
to caso mischief under existing conditions. "Nevertheless, iti unlikely that many 
of them have tdergone-e change of heart and the tougher men will probably have 
emerged from their internment more embittered and fanatical than they. were 
Totoro they suflered this unpleasant experience. Tt is to be expected, therefore 
that 50 soon as war-time restraints are relaxed mauy of the will again become 
uctively antagonistic towards Great ‘Britain and to the special telations, of 
His Majesty’s Government with the Iraqi Government. “There are nt the tine 
of writing some 130 persons yet incarcerated in the Amara concettration camp 
of wham the’ release of yet another nineteen i at present under cansideration 
AAs ts the case in the United Kingdom, the records of political prisoners are 
periodically reviewed and It must be’ anticipated that with, the eootianed 
Victorious progres of Allied arms: more and more will gradually be relensed. 
My polioy tw to ensure if possible that the more dangeroos characters remain at 
Jong!ns possible behind the wire and that when ultinately they emerge to ace to at 
{hak they are wubjeated to police surveillance 

6." "Tho Traqi Government continue'to bo mich exercised abou the futirs 
of Palestine and to regard with apprebension the infeace of the Ziotats over 
public opition in Great Britain andthe United States. ‘To combat thie influence 
they axe pressing forward plans for the-ereation in London aud New York of 

Fepreentative propaganda committees to he financed aud stafed by all the Arab 

Governments, "Pune forthe appintnent of Abassadors to Washington and 

London are, however, apparently in abeyanee, f only for the time beige. The 
Iraqi Government themselves are ‘willitg to! contribute £300,000 to. start the 

cominittes in question, and probably another £20 00 for the second year’ work, 

‘hey ope thal plans wil he far enough advanced to enable the commition to 

tg set up immediately after the conclusion of the presidential election. sn the 

United Mates 


number of Iraq's foreign friends. T will continue to use my influence 
to ensure, if possible, a responsible tone in the press, it will be realised that local 
interest in Palestine is such that it is useless to expect the vernacular newspapers 
10 ignore the subject, more especially as there ie no such reticence in Palestine 
or Egypt. 

8 Our own relations with our American colleagues remain close and 
personal. On the occasion of ‘the withdrawal of British troops from Arahem 
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the American Minister; Mr. Henderson, took oceasion to write a Tetter tothe 
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Persia—Iraq Force, expressing the admira- 
tion" which all of us here feel for the members of the British paratroop division 
whose heroism at Arnhem will undoubtedly be regarded as one of the oustanding 
exploits of this war. Every intelligent person must have respect for an Empire 
‘and a culture which can produce men of such calibre.” This letter was published 
both in the Trunk Call (the service weekly) and in the fray Times, and was much 
appreciated. ¢ i 

‘9. American interest in_politico-economic trends in this country and, T 
believe, throughout the Middle East, continues to grow. During October the trade 
mission beaded by Mr. Culbertson, sometime United States Ambassador in Chile 
and before then Minister in Roumania, visited Bagdad. The object of =) Lacking 

in tween Trac 


partof the world: “He 
itioal and economic. 
roi The Coveraments prenceupation with 8 ria and the Laban become 
keener as time passes In August, Tabsin Qadri, the Iraqi ler in the Levan 
Staten; visited Hagdad, and having explained thatthe French authorities had 
Aisartied the foal force before handing thom oer to the Syrian an Lebanese, 
ted that the Iraqi Government should help them out of the difficalyy by 
iving them rifles and ammunition from the war material which the Vichy 
jovernment had given to Rashid Ali's Government in 191, Under your 
tructions, Mr. Thompson explained that His Majesty's Government were them: 
ives providing the necessary weapons and that cansequently there was no tieed 
for the Iraqis to intervene. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs agreed in the 
circumstances to let the matter rest, but at the xame time he spoke bitterly about 
the French, whom he accused of a determination to create a state of affairs in 
tehich it would be impossible for the Syrian and Lebanew Governments to main- 
tain and develop their indey . é 
TI. ‘The Preliminary Conference on Arab Unity, which met between the 
25th September and the 7th October in Alexandria, served grently to concentrate 
Attention on Palestine and Syria. Iraqi concern with Arab unity is not entirely 
idealistic or academic. This country looks to the Mediterranean as a commercial 
its oil, and it is much disturbed lest ports such as Tripoli, 


qT 

sil aaron the 

more pract re ex ‘has naturally inc ¢ 
Fecling both of Iraq's solidarity with other Arab countries and of the power 
of the Arab world a+ a whole, when it acts in unison. As regards the mention 
of Palestine in the Alexandria discussions, the Tragi Government, have shown 
Commendable restraint. In commenting on the conference, for_ instance, the 
newspapers were allowed to poblish one leading article each on Palestine, and 
then only in general terms. In regard to Syria, greater latitude is allowed and 
‘an increasing number of articles strongly critical of French policy have appeared. 
Nor is North Africa being forgotten. One sequel of the conference was that 
the change of ministries in Cairo, Amman and Damascus produced a very strong 
rumour in Bagdad that the Pacbachi Government also had fallen. ‘These were 
encouraged by Berlin radio, but have proved quite unfounded, : 
12. The Kurdish situation has not fundamentally changed. Taufig Wabbi, 

the (Kardish) Minister of Economics, toured the Arbil and Sulaimani Liwas in 
‘Angust with the object of explaining to the people the good intentions of the 
Government. He also met Malla Mustafa at Bille (near Barzan) and sought to 
tring him into a more reasonable frame of mind. Hardly had the minister 
returned to Bagdad, however, before news was received that Malla Mustafa had 
arrived with an armed band at the nahiyah headquarters at Mergastir and 
demanded the surrender to him of the 100 tons of grain which was stored there 
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He made.it clear that if the grain were not given te-him he wonld take it as he and 
his people had nothing to eat, ‘The Government, having no other means of 
dealing with the situation. gave up the grain and Mulla Mustafa undertook 
pay for it; am undertaking that.he is never likely to fulfil, Towards the end ol 
September news about the egregions Mulla again throw the Cabinet into.a flutter, 
He was reported. to have used threats of violence to stop the rebuilding of the 
Government's serai at Shirwana Mazin, and for a day at two there was wild talk 
of sending Iraqi troops to deal with the situation. Fortunately a report from the 
Political adviser revealed that nothing had in fact bappened ot Shirwana Mazin, 
put that Mulla Mustafa’s agent had been interfering with « Government building 
contractor at Mazna (between Rowanduz and Mergasar), 

13, Armed with these facts T was able to persuade the Tragis to take a 
‘calmer view and to cancel the orders which the Minister of the Interior (and 
temporarily acting. Minister of Defence) had given for a brigade to stand by. T 
also reminded the ministers that as Tenq’s, ally in war I expected ta he fully 
consulted before the Tragi Government undertook military operations. In my 
despatch No. 499 of the 23rd October, I transmitted to you a copy of a letter Lhad 
received from  Liewtenant-General Sir Arthur Smith,, General Offcer 
Gommandiny-in-Chief, Persia Iraq Foro, supporting the view and deprwcain 
tho tse of Imperial troops to help the Iraq arms out of any difficulties it through 
lack of training or some other reason their plans went awey. I expressed. iy 
‘agreement. with General Sir Arthur Smith's views, with the proviso tbat it mighe, 
in certain circumstances, be necessary, as it waa last Yenr, ase Imperial twope 

% 

14. The report which Tautiq Wahbi made to the Cabinet on his return from 

the tour meotiouel in paragraph 12 areesed the need foe urgent reliel for many 

verty stricken districts, and his views were supported by reports to the embassy 
From,"the ofkers of the poliuealaiviacey Saale ater atc 
Mr. ‘Thompson took up the matter Vigorously with the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and at the time of writing it is posible to report some progres. Grain 


and cloth have been made available in mowt arens, and. the immediate need of the 
Prople for food and. clothing has. been considerably alleviated, . The Genoral 


cer Commanding ic, Chief, Pernia/ Iraq Fores has at my aiggeation naked the 
War Office to approve the sale to the Iraqi Government of 6,600 suits of unservice, 
able underclothing and 45 tons of old tents from which winter clothing ean. be 
made. |The Government has made little progress in improving the public services 
in the Kurdish areas, nor have they begun aay of the public works which 1 urged 
them to undertake four months ago. Work has, however, started on the approach 
trond to the site-of the Bekhme dam. The implementation of & canstructive policy 
in Kurdistan would proceed mote eapidly and more succesfully if the Hegent 
‘could be persuaded to let all and sundry know that this would be in accord with 
his wishes. Up to date His Royal Highness has. proved subborn on this point, 
‘but I aba continue to press him as and when posstbie. 

15, During the month of October the Iraqi army, under the guidance of 
Major-General Renton, have been conducting a series of three exercises. in 
northern Iraq. These exercises have revealed certain deficiencies in. persnnne! 
and ‘equipment. Major-General Renton. nevertheless is favourably impressed 
with the quality both of the majority of the younger officers and of the men. and 
considers that if his recommendations are adopted an effective force eat be put 
in the field by next March, ‘The Regent, who is supporting General Renton in 
his reorganisation, attended the last of these exercises 

16, "Ever since assuming command of Persia/ Iraq Force General Sir Arthur 
Smith bas dove all in his power to foster good relations between the British 
forves.and the Iraq army, His efforts and those of his officers have dave much 
to combat. the atmosphere of suspicion and hostility which een « year ago 
endured in certain Iraqi military circles, particularly among the young officers 

During the annual migration. the Roghzadi section of the Jaf tribe 
came into conflict with the Persian authorities at Saqqiz. ‘The Jaf claim that 
the Persians invited a number of the tribal leaders to a conference and then seized 
and imprisoned them on the pretext that the tribe tind ignored the Persian rules 
for. their migration, and confiscated their sheep... Some fighting followed. tn 
which the Roghzadi seem to have been ronghly handled before they withdrew 
the border into Iraq. The Iraqi Government haye at last been induced. to 
4 strong protest to the Persian Government and to demand the release of 
imprisoned tribesmen and reparation for the stolen flocks I have asked His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Tehran to support these representations. 





18, Said, son of Brifkani, who murdered Haji Malo, gave himself 

2: to the authorities at the end of August and has been sentenced under the 

ibal Code.to seven years’ imprisonment. His surrender ends a state of affairs 
which was a threat to the peace and order of @ Jarge part of the Mosul Liwa. 

19. On the Lth September. the press published the texts of telograms 
exchanged between the Iraqi and Soviet Ministers for Foreign Affairs, whereby 
diplomatic relations were established between Iraq and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. As reported to you by Mr. Thompson, the Regent and the 
Iraqi Government have shown themselves nervous of closer contacts with 

ia, -In.a country where the Government is almost entirely in the hands of 
the rich, the “Communist” bogy seems avery dangerous beast. ‘They 
‘rentually grasped the nettle of establishing relations, mainly on the ground, 1 
believe, that Russia cannot be ignored. post-war world.” But the suspicion 
is still there. It largely, I understand, influenced the attitude of the recent Arab 
Unity Conference to foreign policy; nor has recent Russing. action in regard to 
the Persian oil concessions done anything to allay it. The establishment of 
diplomatic relations, therefore, attracted much notice and became the topic of 

hour in all places where politics are discussed, Press comment was 
Uniformly favourable and. the younger generation hailed the event with gee, 
Seeing in it the opening of a new field for entertaining. and perhaps proiitebi, 
Political activity. 

20. Representatives of Iraq and Saudi Arabia met at Jadaidat el Arar on 
the Nedj border early in October to settle tribal claims outstanding between the 
{wo countries. The proceedings opened on the Sth October, 177. ‘Sandi claims and 
twenty-five Iraqi claims wore dealt with and the atmosphere appears to have 
teen cordial and businesslike. Only one case, which had hoon outatanding wince 
May 1941, caused disagreement. 

21 the sphere of econice the quieter pubic toe that became apparent 
almost immediately after the dismissal of Colonel Bayliss has persisted, and the 
Beneral outlook, now causes me far less anxiety: than. was the cave only three 
Bionths back, ‘The assistant British adviser to the Ministry. of the tyiarie 
Mr. Grice, soon suceeded Colonel Le Blane (who ad taken over ott the fy 
Colonel Bayliss) ag Acting Director-General of Supply, and for, the 
onthe haa been giving effect to the more literal tendedcies that have replaced 
the all-embracing and restrictive policies of Colonel Bayliss. The ressle faker 
A wide variety of articles hye been decontrolied to the peneral en 
Merchants and public, prices having. tn. the. process fallen rather i 
Piece-goods are arriving in fair quantities from India. a 
from the United States and Britag, ad tht has orsied 
tfleetive distribution in the Provinces, As a consequence, criticism of the 
Ainiuistration’s handling of supply i ess vocal and thet i far lew of m tendency 
to lay all the country’s economic tribulations at our door 

22. Nevertheless there is sill a widespread feeling, based largely on the 
easier conditions in Syria and the Lebanon, which dt ‘ing each summer are visited 
by many Tragis, that this country remains the Cinderella of the Middle Easy te 

supply matters A recent reduction in the tea and sugar ration has accentuated 
this feeling and has led to public comment to the effect that “ the British have 
‘hot shown sufficient appreciation of Iraq's whole-bearted contribution to the mar 
effort, particularly in the furnishing of grain, dates and oil 

25, With this in mind I arranged, when the batley negotiations were finally 
successfully concladed through the issue on the 28th October of an official notifica- 
tion fixing prices at 1D.19/300 £0.b. Basta cleaned and lugged, and at TD.15/ 000 
and ID.14/500 for barley not exceeding 10, (irs cent. dirt on sief at Basra’ and 
Bagdad respectively, for the plication in Zhe frag Times and the vernaealar 
press of a statement showing how His Majesty's Government had tome thet, 
‘Ausistance in finding a market for the greater part af the crop surplus at a prise 
markedly lower than that paid last Near, but yet considerably above the world 

The quantity to be purchased is 200,000 tone 
T consi that the barley agreement is fair and ‘reasonable to both sides, 
tince it takes into account not only the interests of the British tarpuage va es 
hose of the Iraqi producer. who would have had cause for i eNt ot ae 
Majesty's Goverument forced. too drastic a. cut. on 

iggerated price. But the nncertainti 
buy on the 20th Ai  complica- 
tions on what woul first time since 

1941, coupled wi e the Minister of 
Finance straggled in vain ted scm of ae 
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goodwill we might have obtained had we been in a position to make oar’ offer 
earlier in the summer, I trust that next year the policy of His Majesty's Govero- 
ment will be better co-ordinated and more rapidly decided and that, if for any 
reason we should not be in the market for any appreciable quantity of barley, it 
may be possible to give the Iriqi Goverument ample warning, with an under- 
taking to assist with transport and other facilities in the finding of other markets 
With our present complete stranglehold over all forms of transport here, not a 
ton of barley can be exported without our authority, a fact which not unnaturally 
anses resentment, 

2. King Faisal, together with his mother and other members of the Royal 
Family, returned from Egypt on the 10th October. Regent had flown to 
Cairo-on the 20th Septomber and returned with the King as far as Palestine, 
whenoe His Royal Highness tlew back to Bagdad on the Sth October. ‘The 
Regent's intended visit to the United States of America planned for September 
was cancelled, largely because of the Presidential campaign, It will probably 
now take place next Spring: 

26. On the 3rd October Captain Holt left Bagdad on transfer to the 
Forvign Ottice after twenty-five years in Traq. Captain Holt succeded the late 
Miss Gertrude Bell as Oriental Secretary in the yoar 1926. His intimate 
Knowledge of the country and its peo scholarly command of both Arabic 
and Kurdish and the experience of eighteen years in this Mission bad made him 
‘an adviser of rare qualifications. He will be much tissed throughout the country 

27. Aw I have already reported in a recent despatch, the Royal Air Force 
organised a display aud tattoo on the 12th and 13th October, Both events 
were most successful, particularly the air display, which seemed to be attended 
by almost everyone in Bagdad, Tn general, the relations between the British 
Armed Forces and the Iraqui people remain very satisfactory, although during 
reeent weeks there has been am in Ministerial circles because of the 
unilateral suspension by General Headquarters of provisional monthly on account 
payments to the Tragi State Railways made ander an agreement concluded in 
1942; At the time of writing there ix, however, a good prospect of this dispute 
bdeinig settled by a readjustment of rates going back to the Ist April, 1043, and the 
resumption of monthly payments on the basis of 50 per cent. of traffo char 
in liow of on the scale of 65 por cent. which hus existed hitherto. Since complex 
negotiations are about to be opened for the settlement of the rebate to he granted 
to the British Army over the whole period from 1941 onwards, it is very desirable 
to get thi irritant out ofthe way before the main isu ix joined onthe diplomatic 
level 

28. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s High Com. 
missioner for Palestine and Transjordan, the Minister Resident in the Middle 
Kast. at Cairo, the Government of India, the Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, the Political Agens at Koweit, the Political Intelligence Contre in the 
Mie Bast and to Hs Majesty's Consular Oficers in Iraq 

ave, &e., 


KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 


uo 


CHAPTER Il.—PALESTINE. 


[B 6310/67/31) No. 6 


Earl of Halifas to Mr, Ridew—{Recelved 17th October) 
(No. 5608) 
(Telegraphic) Washington, 16th October, 1044 
SENATOR WAGNER (Democrat, New, York) released on 15th’ October 
text of a letter from the President, which he read to the il Convention of 
the Zionist Organisation now being held at Atlantic City. ‘Text of letter as read 
by Senator Wagner is as follows : "Dear Bob, knowing that you are to attend the 
forty-seventh Annual Convention of the Zignist Organisation of America, T ask 
‘you to convey to the delegates assembled my most cordial greetings. Please express 
‘my satisfaction, that in accord with traditional American policy and in keeping 
With the spirit of the four freedoms, the democratic party at its July Convention 
hie year cluded the following plank ia its platform—e favour the opening of 
Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonisation and such a policy 
446 to result in the establishment there of a freo and democratic Jewinh Common 
‘wealth—efforts will be made to find appropriate ways-and means of effectuat 
this policy as soon ax practicable. -T know how long and ardently the Jewish 
le have worked and prayed for the establishment of Palestive as a free ane 
ccratio Jewish Commonwealth, Tau convinced that the American people 
give their support to this aim and if re-clectey, 1 shall help to bring about its 
realisation, With cordial mgards and best wisher. 
FRANKLIX DELANo Roosk vn 





(E 7873/41/65) No. 7, 
Mr, Jordan to Mr. Eden—(Receloed 1th December.) 
(No. 487) 


(re hic) 
MY telegram No, 456, paragraph 5, ; 
Following is translation of message which Ibu Saud has sent for transinission 

to you and on which be requests your views -— 

“TL have received a number of communications from the Syrianic and 
other Arabs concerning the visits of Nuri Pasha Said and Musa Alami to 
Arab countries to exhort the people to work for the Arabs in Palestine. His 
Majesty's Government are aware of my attitude towards the Jews and know 
I regard the Jewish question from the point of view of an Arab and a Moslem, 
Tam, more than any one else, concerned to keep the Jews out of Palesting 
and to prevent them from gaining any authority 1m that country. ‘The above- 
mentioned, however, are ont. to [group omitted] a hue and ory about 
Palestine, My policy differs from their policy of exhortation and { do not 
associate myself with this policy because His Majesty's Government and also 
the Americans are concerned. His Majesty's Government is aware of the 
letter which I addressed to President Roosevelt and of his reply. Palestine 

‘4 matter between the British and the Jews and is at His Majesty's Govern- 

t's disposal. I have recently heard over the radio that His Majesty's 
Government are going to open the door to Jewish immigration into Palestine 
Tmay send a protest to the Americans and they will probably reply as before. 
Tam not inclined, however, to join in the clamouring for the Arab cause, for 
if 1 encouraged them and they rose against the Jews and I then abandoned 
them without further help it would be shameful;-and if I support them 
difficulties will arise in view of His Majesty's Government's policy. I do uot 
wish to take any action which would displease His Majesty's Government and 
would therefore like to know His Majesty's Government's views on my atti- 
tude towards the Jews and whether the question merely concerns the Arabs 
and the Jews If it concerns the Jews and the Americans it 
matter. If, however, the question is bound up with His Majesty's Govern- 
‘ment then I would like to know their views on the question."” 


2. Full translation follows by bag. 


Jedia, Wth December, WAS 
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3. It would appear from this communication that Ibn Saud feels that the 
Palestinian question is entering am acute phase and that unless he receives some 
assurance from His Majesty's Government regarding the future of that countey, 
he can no longer hang back and continue to advocate patience ou the part of the 
Arabs without face in the Arab and Moslem world. 

4, Ibn Saud ‘is undoubtedly sincere in his desire to collaborate with 
His Majesty's Government about Palestine bat only in so far, I imagine, as to 
‘ensure & solution not unfavourable to the Arabs. It could hardly be otherwise if 
ho is to retain the respect of his own people, the Arabs as a whole and of the 
world's Moslems. 

5. [should be grateful for instructions 





(B 7873/41/68) No. 8. 
Mr. Bien to Mr. Jordan (Jedda), 


(Pelegraphie.) Foreign Office, 23rd December, 1944. 

YOUR telegram No, 487 (of 11th December: Ibn Saud’s request’ for His 
Majesty's Government's views on Arab unity discussions regarding Palestine} 

You should thank Ibn Saud for consulting His Majesty's Government and 
say that I quite understand his difficulties on this point. If certain Arab 
delegates rai Paletine questions, a» they well may, during Arab unity. dis 
cussions, Lhn Saud and his representative are admittedly faced with a real 
Alem, Uf hey mequesce, they may commit themselves to n Palestine policy 

may be opposed to that of His Majesty's Government. ‘This would not be 
in the real interests of the Arabs and would be most unwelcome to His Majesty's 
Government. “Tf, ou the other hand, they oppose the proposals favoured by other 
Arab delegates, they risk minunderstandings as regards theie zeal for the Arab 
cae, 

2. His Majesty's Government are, of course, not aware what Arab delegates 
will propose, but they suggest that Ibn Saud might instruct his representative, 
if Palestine questions are raised, to advise moderation and possibly even. post. 
ponemont until the end of hostilities in Enrope. He could point out that His 
Majesty's Government have not taken any new decision regarding Palestine and 
that there is no reason why the Arabs should do so either at this stage. The 
‘ewential thing is to take no decision and to make no pronouncements which might 
in any way increase tension in Palestine and thus mae the political and Uhe mali 
tary position there more diel. In the interests ofall parts of the community 
including Jews, Arabs and Christians, His Majesty's Government are bound 


to oppose any agitation likely to lend to disturbances there, and we hope the Arab 
leaders will remember necessity for acting in a responsible manner, especially at 
the present time. 

3. You may at your discretion add that His Majesty's Government have 


boon profoundly shoeked by the murder of Lord Moyne and that they are taking 
energetic steps to root ont the terrorist bands responsible for this act and for 
the previous attempt on the life of Sir H. MacMichnel 
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CHAPTER III.—PERSIA. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 
(W 13635 /34/76) No. 9 
@ 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Rien (Received 21at Septimber.) 

(No. 930) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, Qt September, 1044. 

“RSUISTANT Commisiar for Foreign Aftuirs Kaviarndte arrived here fron 
Moscow a few days ago, . According to Persian Prime Minister, Kavtaradze has 
with him experts who are going, to examine oi! wells which were dug in cotinexion 
with socalled Khourian concession bot has not rise the question of principle 
Prime Minister says that agreement with Russians was obtained by bribery and 
was never ratified. He spoke of references to concession in exchange of letters 
after occupation of 1941 und 1 informed him that in the opinion of His Majesty's 
Government these letters were superseded by treaty of 1942. 

‘2. For Soviet point of view ste my despatch No. 126 of 20th March (not 
repeated). 


(B 5959/08; 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kdlen—(Receieed 2th September') 
(No, 960) 
(Telegeaphic:) Tehran, 20th September, 194, 

PRIME Ministet tw disturbed aboot Russian attitude and activities. Ho 
gives these instances. 

2 Soviet Assistant Conminar (1 £980) hw informed him 
that the Soviet Government would like at oil h the north. 

3. Official Soviet transport organisation Transwtrans is beginning to 
operate as though it were a commercial tranaport company, but i# disregarding 
Persian transport regulations 

4. Soviet authorities have still not given permission for additional Persian 
troops to go to Rezaien, bat havo offered, if necesary, to maintain order, Thus 
Kards in the north talk independence behind a Soviet screen at the moment when 
some Kurds in the south are in conflict with Porsian troops, 

5. Soviet hospital and school in Tabriz have been opened without the per: 
mission of the Persian Government having been arked. Soviet Embassy say that 
the school is for Soviet cbildren, but according to information received by the 
Prime Minister (and by His Majesty's Consul-General, Tabriz) Persian subjects 
aleo are acwspted. Moreover, Turki is the main language and Persian) only 
subsidiary 

6, ‘This telegram will be supplemented by detailed telegram abont oil, Kurds 
‘and Soviet transport organisation 


(E 6016/615/G) 3) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Received ist October.) 


(No. 977. Scoret.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, st October, 1944. 
LY telegram No. 960. 

Oil concession in North Persia. 

2. Version given to me by M. Ala, who has yust brought me message from 
the Shah, places the matter in another and more serious light. Message was to 
the following effect =— 

3. The Shah received Kaytaradze and Soviet Ambassador, 1st October 
They said that Soviet Goveruient wate permission fo explore for oli North 
Persia over an area of 210,000 (half 420,000) square kilometres during. a period 
of five years, at the end of which they would indicate areas which they proposed 
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to exploit. They made no reference to arrangement in the past [sroup 
undecypherable] ad hoc oF any other old rights. Area was described as from 
Azerbaijan to Ruchan. ‘The Shah said-that this was a matter for his Govern- 
ment and that, 


cated that Stalin was not satisfied with the present state of S 
relations, and said that on the reply to Soviet application might depend the 
whole future economic relations (the Shah noticed at least they said ** economic” 
relittions) between the two countries. The Shah gathered that Kavtaradze was 
prolonging his stay in Persia, and that he woald like to have reply to take back 
with him, The Russians brushed aside the Shah's remarks about need for 
careful consideration of a question so important and 0 highly technical, Wheu, 
the Shah [group undecypherable] applications now under consideration for oil 
concessions in the south, the reply wax: ‘But that is quite different. Those 
‘applicants are companies, but this is Soviet Government.” 


4. M. Ala will inform American Ambassador 2nd October. 
5. Seo my immediately following telegram, 


(1 6058/615/G) O) 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Received 2nd October.) 


(No. 978. Seorot) 
(Polegeaphic,) Tehran, 2nd October, 1944. 

MY immediately preceding telegram. 

Tt was, difficult to reply. to. M. -Aln off-hand. on a subject of such delicary 
but I assumed that His Majesty's Government would not regard the So 
proposal. with complete detachment nd that T should be justitied in advising 
the Persian Government. to stand an their right 

T said there might be very val 
ernment could not be 
moment’ notice. Persian 
them about 
about oil 


nd would not apply if concessions there 
jation were reversed and a Rassian company 
Gaumpeted for a concession in the south, the Shell Company. could riot object s» 
Jong aa Society of Commerce had agreed that it would be for the Persian Gover 
tent to say whether they wanted a foreign Government exploitation of oil 
deposits in its territory. 

‘3. M. Alnasked whether it would not be reasonable for the Persian Govern- 
ment to tell the Soviet Government that they would like to await the conclusion 
of the international oil conversations which had been proceeding between United 
States and British Governments with, he anderstond, the kywledge of the Soviet 
Government. T said I did not know that this was relevant: the natural desire 
to examine carefully any question relating. to national oil resources was a legiti 
‘ate and, a better | group undecypherable | for delay 

4. Finally M. Ala asked would it not be reasonable to make use of publicity 
—n weapon the Soviet Government feared. I suid that several newspapers: hind 
referred to oil concessions in the south and had urged the Government to exercise 
the greatest caution and that any application for a concession in the north called 


for equal publicity 

3. M. Ala left in a very sombre mood. The day before, the Shab, sccordinye 
to a reliable informant who had had a long talk with him, had spoken airily of 
driving a bargain with the Soviet Government and implied that he might let 
them have an oil concession in return for a promise of better behaviour in 
Azerbaijan and in the north generally. If the Shah ever had such a plan bis 
talk with the Soviet representatives on {group undecypherable] will have induced 
a more serious 
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6. The Persian Government will expect advice froin His Majesty's Goxern- 
ment and doubtless from United States Government also. Tt seems to me that 
if Russians are given, without. competition, the concession. they ask for they will 
have taken a Jong step towards conversion of North Persia into an autonomous 
Soviet republic. I am not ane of those who believe that the Soviet troops will 
Stay in’ Persia in contravention of the tripartite treaty, but there are ways of 
encouraging spontaneous applications creating for annexation and economig 
enclaves in the north of Persia under the guise of oil concerns, and exclu 
of other foreign companies from that area would be a. potent. weapon. 

7. Laball be glad to receive your instructions as scon as possible. T consider 
that we are entitled to say openly that— 

(1) Off resources being a valuable but wasting asset, applications for con 

ceasions need to be examined with sgreatest care 

(2) If competition in the south is encouraged by Persian Government why 

not in the north also? 


Your telegram No. 141 (uot repeated) gives me discretion) to tse as ai 
argument in favour of immediate grant of a concession in the south, that the 
Russians at present, while claiming exclusive oil mghts in the north, have expressly 
declared that they are not interested in the oil in the south, T have not. yet useil 
this argument and T mist point out that it implies that we are prepared to leave 
the oil in the north entirely to the Rassians with all. economic and political 
consequences involved. If this is the considered view of His Majesty's Govern: 
ment now that the Russians have shown theit hand, Ioan only say that we 
must then recognise that we hall be worse off than under the 1907 agreement 
Moreover, if the Persian Govornment are forved ta give all the oil in the north 
to Rossia, then nataral tendency will surely be to give a concession in the south 
fo an American company so ax to enlist the interest of United States Govern 
ment. in their precariow i rst card, Tan muro, 
will be to try to. postpo sessions until foreign 
rope have been withdrawn, Since we want concession badly. that wo 
be somewhat of a victory for the Russians, bat it would be bitter than ont 
ketting no oil and Russians having a free hand in the north 

9, All Persians in Tehran have been excited and anxious Jately about the 
Soviet penetration, sometimes with, sometimes withont, justification. Tf the 
Russian snceeed in thelr present demand, Persians will conclude, 1 think, that 
His Majesty's Government are a spent force so far ax Persia ix Concorned and 
will rush to conciliate the Russiins by every possible mea 


(B 6136/615/G) (6) 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bien.—(Receieod 6th Ootober ) 
(No. 997.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, 8th October, WHA, 

“SM telegram No, 978 

Russians are palling posible wires to influence Persian opinion in favour 
of their oil proposal and several newspapers are supporting them. Kavtaradze 
has given an interview on the sobject. ‘ 

‘He implies that joiut representation is hised on Khoutian agreement. ‘The 
same misleading impression 1s conveyed in the newspapers. Reason for this ix 
probably that Russians had ouly a Half-share ig Khourian agreement 

‘2 The Shah has asked to see me on 8th October. Unless in the meantine 
[ receive instructions in another sense, T shall use the language T ised to M. Ala. 
Moreover I shall say that, in my personal opinion, Persian Government have a 
right to consider proposal that Soviet Government should operate a:concession in 
Persian territory in the light of reply which Persian Government would get 
if it applied for permission for a Persian company or individual to operate 9 
concession in Russia, 
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°B 6186 /615/6) ~ 


Sir R. Ballard to Mr. Bden.—(Receieed 10th Oztober.) 
(a 105, Seeet 
(Telegraphic. 
i ae put ap Tehran, Wth October, 194. 
am informed:by the Shah that the Persian Government will not-g 
$ussan request foro rights athe north, bat in order to malnanpcoenivone 
palatable wi Brant of oil rights anywhere in. Persia w le 
atl the war ioe pointed ont thatthe. Beh applicaen tren 
gre not on all fours with the tion from the Soviet 
Governmet, Ya having received inutions tra fis Majet'e Gorecament 
since the Soviet demand came to their knowledge, {did not urge that th Shell 
applic granted regardless of ier considerations because T am 
suo that wot have the Soviet Government exploiting the oil in its 
Kerritory and remain the baffer State Tis Majesty's Goverument wish it tobe and 
began the Persian Goverment wool beves at this juncture give a cncesion to 
aa cmpany in the south while tejesting'® Russian demand 
have yet to tee whether fk Ue 
Sli ho courte Goo GO eh re be 
Ay to eroup dec 
Soria Government would eas nity North Peta 
aid not ay th t u greed (though Ido agte oat heartily but aid that if he and. 
n Government held the conviction they had 8 right to 
audded that the proposal that ope Government sh cen in the 
‘ope Government should work a co 
territory of another was unprocedeuted ond that to expect it to be accented ys 
Sri as unprovedeuted ov that to expect 1 be aceite in 
the Government and the Majlis do in fact decide to. postpes 
‘oncrmane until afer the wat the Ruelans can hardly fail fo bs anbened vines 
thew sent an asintant Commissar ta carry away a concession and be has nsert ied 
ppv very widely. Russians may claim the Khotrian agreement to be still 
alge and may ac exploiting atl tat arn. TT uy acept doen grace 
ny expect them to explain that they have saved! Persia st 
‘Wha bad dovtcna on Eenglan eit im thecpgec ee eres om aL 


(18 6262/615/G) (a 


geet seat 
Fiera Bsa ca Yl Sst 
one ister his final conversation with Kavtoradze was 
Sete cineca: 
Sergei ig a fn aerate 
Situ esis cereal orem am 
a secapta in va ine baihed fine steed to any of the detailed « ions 
bas formad iy the quences would. presumably have been 


(E 6287/618/0) ® 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Reeciced 13th October, 
(e035) ty 
slegraphic,) Tehran etober, 
Tie inuiedlislely urecaling ideariat pipers 
Fi ‘There is no doubt that the Government's decision represeuts the will of the 
‘ersian people so far as it can be ascertained. At secret session of the Majlis 
the only speech strongly in favour of the acceptation of the Russian request wits 





nv 


by [group undecypherable} Murtash, son of the former Minister of the Court, who 
made money buying for tho Russians in Mesbed and was elected with.their help. 
Tudeh members are [group undecypherable: | in concert, with the] Russians 
tut ate embarrased by the fact ghat some weeks ago, when only British and 
‘American approaches had been made,one of the most prominentof Tudeh Deputies 
‘made violent speech demanding that no oil concession should be given until after 
the war. Perhaps it is fr tis reason that te chief Tudeh newspaper is giving 
indirect support by reproducing pro-Russian material from other papers. _ Smal 
group of secondary newspapers are backing the Russian, application Violently 
with material which they are quite incapable of writing, themselves 

‘2. More than one newspaper has stated that the Russians do not need ou! 
and made their offer solely for the sake of the Persians. K. seems to have uttered 
similar eant to the Prime Minister, who unfortunately forgot or at least omitted 
to suggest that the Soviet Government should assist Persia by paying an economic 
price for munitions and rive. 


(E 6367/615/G) (a) 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden—{(Received With October) 


(No. 1049.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tohran, 161i October, 1944 
ITY telegram No, 1028 
Russian-inspited Persian papers are taking the litio— 
(1) That Government decision to postpone examination of oil concessions 
‘aimed at Russia, since until Russianoffer wis 
‘wits seriously considering offers from other appli- 
cante for oil in the south and 
(2) That since Anglo-Tranian Oil Compa 
icy of bal power requires 
to the Russians in the north, 
Rest of press with one or two minor exceptions does not dare to support Govern: 
ment strongly on this issue. i F 
2 Balance of power argument can be met with obvious rejoinder that Persin 
should think of herself as a member of the United Nations, not as foothall between 
two of her neighbours. Best defenice agaitist Russian demand is, however, in my 
‘opinion, to say frankly that po efficient State can be expected to allow Government 
of another State to work a concession, in the former's territory; and that it is 


ny have a concession im the routh, 
hat-n concession should be given 


impracticable and contrary to. principle of, reciprocity. that USS.R., whose 
‘ation excludes foreiun firms and individuals from its industry, should 


Selah to exploit essential resources in a foreign county through one of its State 
Which T hope will not be long delayed 


nts. 1 await your instructions 
before using these arguinents quite so baldly, but when T find Persians, «g., the 
is 


ime Minister, using such arguments I certainly do not contradict.them, 
is going to be a test case and I feel we are entitled to object on principle to Soviet 
demand, though we must be prepared to face retort that Anglo-Tranian Oi! Com 
ny is really the British Government, because of out official shares in ste capital 
Te iaay be that oil from North Persia can never compete. with oil from Anglo 
Iranian Oil Company's concession.or from Persian Gulf, and that its natural 
market is Russia, Point however, is.not where oi would find » inarket, but: who 
js to exploit the oil area in Persia, That it should be exploited by Soviet. Govern- 
ment seems to me entirely incompatible with Persian indepen 

‘3, We cannot «ay what the unpleasant consequences may be that Kavtoradz 

had in mind when he threatened the Prime Minister, A less courageous Prime 
Minister than Saed might sucoumb to pressure, while a less honest one, #.g., 
Quovam Al Saltana, might give way even without much presure., Sel, however, 
SHIT think hold out. He believes (rightly, T consider) that it is better to have 
Jour country taken away than to give it away and that to concede to Soviet demand 
He oa eat ain Ratan present irtly of part and then of whole of the 
torth, and once the narth goos the rest could hardly hold out if only tetas 
je economically dependent-on the north. T trast I shall not be thought alarmist: 
Ap opinion is shared by all observers, Persian and foreign, whose opinion His 
Majesty's Government woald think worth having. If Tis Majesty's fovernumdnt 
qonweder it necessary to Jot Russians have a free hand in this matter, for the sake 
‘of advantages which it is hoped to gain elsewhere, let us at Teast do it with ‘the 
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Fealisition that life of Persia’as an independent State and a buffer for our pro- 
tection is not likely to be long. 

4. It lias been suggested that Persian “Government should establish 
immediately a geological survey staffed by experts of unimpeachable reputation 
recriiited from various conntries.” This would be justified since Persian Govern 
meut knows little about its own resources and is therefore at a loss when asked 
to grant concessions: it would meet objection that Persian Government is neither 
developing its own resources nor willing that others should develop them; and 
it would afford @ breathing-space. Inspection, if taken up at all, would have:to 
be taken up seriously, and at once T should be glad to have your instructions 
Whether to support i strongly. Until then 1 shall give it nly the” personal 
approval of a layman in wence. ‘You will probably wish to-hear the tiews of 
Mr, Boyle on this point when he réaches home. a 

5, This oil controversy strengthens widespread belief here that tuntil Soviet 
troops have left the country the Persian Government cannot hope’ to have a soul 
of its own, Tt is true that Saed has acted with courage and independence but 
he will got little overt help from his own people so long as Soviet troops are so 

inevidence, I hope the moment Persta ceases to be a road for aid to Russia 
naps Will be withdrawn from Tehran and kept as far south as is compatible 
with protection of our oil interests daring. period until defeat of Japan and com- 
plote evacuation of Persia; and that every endeavour will be made to induce 
the Russians to reduce to a minimum the area in which they keep troops. How- 
1 that area, it will atill be too large for peace of mind of the Persian 

nent and the people. 


6262/615/G) 


Mr, Eden to Sir R, Bullora (Lebron), 
(No; 672. Seorvt:) 
(Tetegraphi.) Foreign Offer, 18th October, 1914 
‘OUR telegram No, 1027s and previous correspondence, 

If the Persiav Government can maintain their refusal to grant any con 
ceasions during the that it would not be i our interest to press thes 
to rovorve their decision, although this would mean the abandonment of hops of 
‘a concession for Shell in'South Persia, #0 long ns the war continues 

2 But we must consider what should be our attitude in the not unlikely 
event of the Russians refusing to accept the Persian decision and applying 
stronger pressure. In this connexion, you should! know that Russia's desire to 
obtain new oil rights may lead the Saviet Government to go to con lengths 
to foree the Persian Government to give way. 

‘3. Should this occur, we might well got the worst of all worlds if we were 
to urge the Persion Government to resist. Not only would it be morally 
certain that the Persians woald give away’ to the Russians’ the fect’ that 
we were pressing them to resist; but we might well find ourselves in a position 
where the oil concession in the south had been withbeld, while we had’ aroused 
Russian resentinent by obstraction which could only be bused on political grounds, 
‘and had failed to achfeve our object of Keeping the Russinns ont, 

share your apprehensions about Russian intentions in North Persia. 
But if it is, in fact, the Soviet intention to dominate the northern. provinces of 
Persin, there are other methods, political, strategic and eonomic, by which the 
Soviet Government could. in all probability achieve their aim whenever they 
wished. In, that event, it is doubtful whether refusal of oil concession would 
seriously affect the outlook, ioe 

3, Our case visi-eis of the Russians is undoubtedly weakened by the 
existence, of the A.1.0.C. concession in South Persin. We could hardly sustain 
gainst the Russians the argument that the cases are quite different because the 
Hritish concession is held by a British company, in which His Majesty’s Govern- 
‘ment have a large interest, while under the Russinn system the Russian concession 
in the north would be held by the Soviet Government or an official organ thereof. 

4. Finally, if oil deposits in North Persia are to be exploited, the only 
suitable market in practice would be the Soviet Union. In these circumstances, 
{Oe most uplikely that any British or American company would wish at present 
to compete for a concession in that area. r 

7 Tf therefore you learn that the Soviet Government are preparing to press 
tatters further with the Persian Government, and if the latter ask your advice, 
you should say that because of their appreciation of Persian di ficulties, His 
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Majesty's Government for their part da not wish to dispute the Persian Govern: 
ment's decision to grant no further concessions during the war, always on the 
assumption that this decision is fairly and equally tunintained.' His Majesty's 
Government are not, however, prepared to advise the Persian Government ns. t0 
the lengths to which they should go to maintain their decision, and should it for 
any reason be revised, His Majesty's Government would expect that an applica 
tion by their nationals for a concession would again receive proper consideration. 

8. For your own information, if Russian pressure were to take a form 
Clearly incompatible with Persian independence, thns constituting a breach of the 
Anglo-Soviet-Persian trgaty, I should certainly be prepared to consider taking. 
the matter up with the Soviet Government di it the Persian Governmen 

not be given any assurance in advance i ce stich an a 

Would be almost certain to reach the Russians in garbled form, with results similar 
to those foreseen in paragraph 3 above. 

9. [will telegraph again shortly with reference to your telegram No, 1049. 


(1B 6864 /615/G) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 2+t October.) 
(No, 1072) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, Det October, 1944, 

MY telegram No, 1040, 

Persian Government now declares by way of deprecating Russian wrath that 
decision to postpone consideration of applications for oil. concessions was taken 
before Russians applied for oil rights over the whole of the horth, Before he 
arrived and for some days after, object of K.’s journey waa stated by the Runwinnn 
to be the examination of Khonrian business, 

2. Pro Bamian campaign in. certain newspapers ig now acconpaniel by 
ferocious attacks on the Prime Minister who is accused of being opposed adversely 
to Russian interests, According to the Prime Minister the Soviet. Embassy 
yesterday asked radio Tehran to broadcast particularly scurrilous attack on, thie 
‘Prime Minister which had Sppeered ‘in an obscure paper and the Prime Minister 
had to issue specific orders that the article should not be broadcast, Editors of 
three newspapers who mildly supported Government's policy have informed our 
press attaché that they were summoned by the Soviet First Secretary and. told 
Aha they had better stop opposing Rowian demand” Sayid Zin rports having 
received menage from Soviet Embassy that if anyone oppowed he Hiysrinns, hy 
hhad means of dealing with him... Astounding point of fact was that Saiyid Zia» 
papers had not taken a strong line in the matter. It is characteristic that thin 
Uiveat was conveyed by a Persian diplomat who has just been appointed Minister 
toLLishon. “There is uo reason why the Persinns ahoold take notice of wich threats, 
that being cowards they are naturally greatly influenced by them, Prime Mf 
is unmoved, being sustained not only by moral courage but by experience of the 
Russians, which has taught him that the only: thing to do ix to resist. the first 
unjust demand, otherwise you have to give in to a series of demands each, more 
‘unreasonable and peremptory than the one before until everything has been given 
away 

“S. Yesterday the Prime Minister made a statement in Majlis explaining 
and defending the Government's attitude. He tells me that. he had the House 
‘with him with very few exceptions and that agrees with reports from other sources, 
No vote was, however, taken and I asked him how the public were to be convinced 


that he had support of Depotios, ‘This had apparently not occurred to him. He 
large maj 


said he would take a vote and was sure of ity. Tam not so sure 
though T agree that the Persians in general are entirely. against the grant of a 
‘concession to the Rassians 

‘{ Thave received your telegram No, 672 and have carefully noted contents. 


Before making any comments I await later telegram promised in paragraph 9. 
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(1B 6367/615/G) a2) 
Mr, Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran). 


(No, 685.) 
(Pelegraphic:) Foreign Office, 22ud October, 1944. 

YOUR telegram No, 1049 and my telegram No. 672. 

For the reasons given in my telegram under reference I would prefer that 
you should not yourself uso the arguments in your paragraph 2, though you need 
hot object if they are used by Persian Government. Our own line should continue 
to be that iL up to the Persian Government, having taken thetr decision, to see 
that it is fairly enforced all round. 

graph 8, The real choice does not appear to me to lie between 

ve a free hand " and onrsélves inciting Persian Govern~ 

ment lorresist. Should it ultimately prove necessary for us to seek to restrain the 

Soviet ‘Goverument's ction, this had far better be done by direct approach to 
Soviet Government themselves 

‘Proposal. that Persian Government should establish geological survey 
to report on Persian resourses will he discussed with Boyle as you snggest. But 
T think it is for the Persian Government themselves to make ap their minds 

g a course which Russians may regard as merely a pretext for procras. 


(1B 6515/615/G) (13) 
‘Se R. Mallard to Mr. Bdéa—(Receieeil Bind October. 


(No, 1070, Seoret,) 
(Telegraphic,) 
iy telegram No, 1072, 
Soviet authorition are continuing war of nerves Yesterday larry-Joads of 
fymedt Resa trope ranged aboot streets, in particular, past the Majlis 
Deputies are being subjected to pressure, and one states that he was informed 
by Russians that they consider relations with Persian Government were 
“savored.” Violent attacks on the Prime Minister continue and the story is 
xpredd that he is hostile, hit Cabinet is one-sided and #0 on, On 19th. Octaber, 
ihn Persian broadcast, which purported to be by Peraian-Soviet Cultural Society, 
Soviot Einbansy broadcast extracts from two Persian newspapers (one of them 
published by bsey) giving the Russian version of oi dispute 
‘2 Minister at Court bas just been talking this aver. Tle says the Shah 
fools that it woold be fatal to give way. en. informing Kavtaradze of 
dowision to wait until after the war, Prime Minister had said to him that the 
Government had offers from American and British firmas for oil in the south and 
that if Kavtaradze would let him know what terms Russians proposed for the 
orth, Gavernment would examine them. "The Russians, however, refused present 
terms and wanted an acceptance in principle of their very wide demand, say 
that they. were no longer intersted in Khourian, If, said M. Ala, Pers 
Government cede to this demand, they may re forcel by smilag eis to 
accept detailed proposals however unfavourable to Persia. rime § or Ws 
nate ready to. Beton if that would relieve tension, but the Shah felt that Sacd 
wuld stay in office as lone as sible, since in this matter he enjoyed the confi- 
dence of the ‘Shah and of the Majlis. If Saed had to go his departure should be 
so arrranged az not to be connected with the oil dispute and any successor must 
take the xane line and postpone oil: concessions until after the war. Could any- 
thing be done to ease tension ! ‘Perhaps Kavtaradze was being stiffer than Soviet 
Government intended and Persian Government should send a. special negotiator 
to Moscow to explain the situation. Could British and United States Govern- 
ments—perbaps in connexion with ‘oil talks which. were to be resumed after 
presidential elestion—say n word to Saviet. Government 
3. 1 did ot feel that the moment ped come to, ie Sst foil 
aragraph 7 of your telegram No, 672. I said I wonld inform His Majesty's 
FagraDh 7 Of Kia mast realise that they were interested in Anglo-Tranian Oil 
Company and that one point made by the pro-Russians (though T myself did not 
Admit an analogy) was thnt this justified grant of oil rights in the north to the 
Russians, 1 doubted whether it would be wise to offer to send special negotiator 


Tehran. Bed Ootober, 9A. 
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to Moscow when Kavtaradze was still here : would it not answer better to instruct 
Persian Ambassador in Moscow to take'the matter up with Soviet Government! 
If reports given by Ala of threatening attitude of the Russians were correct 1 
could not say that Wise coufse for the Persian Government would be to give way, 
though it was for the Persian Goverament to decide. As to'Saed, I bud found 
him honest and on the whole co-operative and should continne to support him 
so long as he was supported by Majlis. Itwas unfortunate that he had not taken 
‘vote in the Majlis after bis latest statement about oil sitice he had no proof of 
his contention that he had Une Depaties with his, though I contested [io he bad. 
I'did not think if Saed resigned it would be easy to find successor who would 
agree to follow the same policy except possibly Tagizadeh: who, 1 heard, had ot 
Teluned to come back if urgently needed. 

4. Ala loft to see United States Ambassador. 

5. T-venture to think condition Jaid down in paragraph 8 of your above- 
mentioned telegram has been fulfilled. “Soviet Government have sent Assistant 
Under-Secretary to stay in Persia until Persian Government give him, without 
competition and without disclosure by Russians of any financial or other terms, 
exclusive rights over all the oil in an immense area which is probably the richest 
in oll in the country and happens to be occupied by Soviet troops; they use Persian 
Government's own radio to broad¢ast Soviet poiut of view in a most violent fortn 

loging falzely that broadcast comes from Persian-Soviet, Cultural Society; an 
they support their demand by military demonstrations. We cannot quote other 
forins of pressure which we know exist, viz., subsidising of gutter press, threats 
to journalists und Deputies and so on, but ving done operily: 18 not 
incompatible with the independence of Persia, wl 

6. Although T see a fundamental difference (av to the Persians) between our 
siceping partnership in Anglo-Iranian Oi! Company and exploitation of oi in 
Persia by department of Soviet Government, 1 fully realise the delicacy of our 
position, ‘So, of course, do the Russians, and they want. what will eventually 
ive them everything to be secured now, while they have troops in. tho country, a 

ranylehold oi news going to other countries and the comfortable feeling i 
loyalty and policy will probably compel Great Britain and America to keep silence 
Noverthelos, as T believe that what happens now will settle the fate of Pers 
ddeprecate our accepting without farther examination arguments set forth in your 

ragraph 4. What stratevie difficulties you have in mind I do not. know, but T 


believe shat if Persin can stick to her decision to postpone grant of oil conceaions 
ical pi 


after the war she has some chance of resisting political pressure in the press, 

there is no League of Nations there will be the weapon’ of publicity 

ssinns so much dislike and fear. Ak to economic weapon, T believe 

Feersin could he made much less dependent on Russia than she was in the time of 
the late Shas 

7. If in spite of tripartite agreement and three-Power declaration: about, 
Persin made at Tehran last year Russia secures the oil rights she demands by 
meant the is now using, it will have a disastrous effect on the morale of the 
Persian people. Our efforts to encourage best elements: will no longer have any 
effect, for every Persian will feel that ina moment of crisis he might be thrown 
to the Russian wolf, and the only men who will take office will be those who are 
prepared to do what the Russians tell them. 

B. As to our economic interests, is it likely that Persian Government would 
give us another oil concession in the south if they had any hope. of seonring 
sympathy of United States Government by granting a concession to an American 
company? After all they would be tempted to say, America cannot do less than 
nothing for ts, 


[E 6516/615/G) aa) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Rilen—(Received rd October.) 
fie pranks Tehi 
raphic.) ‘chran, 2rd October, 1944, 

“SI telegram No. 1079. 

Renter telezram from Moscow received to-day quotes from néwapaper Triid 
grossly unfair attack on Persian Prime Minister accusing him of trying to break 
‘up democratic and workers” organisations and of general “ Fascist *” wickedness. 
Our censor has stopped this telegram here, but J suppose it will be published 
everywhere else whereas other side gets no hearing, This is most injurious to 
our interests, Is there any remedy: 


7805471 cs 
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(B 6580/615/G) (13) 


‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—{Received 24th October.) 
(No. 1086. Secret). 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, 24th October, 1944. 
'Y immediately preceding telegram, not repeated. F 

‘The Shab yesterday had Kavtoradze and Soviet Ambassador to dine with Ala, 
Minister of Court and Yazdan Panah. The Shah did not invite Prime Minister, 
ae Russians had been saying epenty that they had broken of relations with Sac 
Account of what happetied has been given tome by Ala. 

2. The Shah tried to make the Russians believe. that the- decision of the 
Government was in no way directed against Russia and was in accordance with 
tho wishes of the Majlis and the Persian people. . The Russians repeatedly repre 
ented their proposal as having been put forward mainly in the interest of the 
Persians. ‘They said that acceptance would help the Persians at the Peace Goa- 
ference and—an amazing arguaent—wotld show the world that the northern part 
of the country really did belong to Persia, They talked much about. distaissal 
of general manager of the railways (my telegram No, 1082) and represented i as 
proof that the Government was Thomitle to the '* Allies.” 

‘3. Ala thinks that perhaps some good was done by the talk. ‘The Persians 
did not give way atall, but conversations are to be resumed. 

4. “According to my information, Majlis is almost entirely behind Saed in 
this matter and even some of Tudeh members admit in private that he is right 
The Russians, however, seem determined to get hin out, T regard it asa sigai 
cant feature of the campaign that chief Tudeh newspaper is also attacking 
Taqizdeh as a-ainister figure like Saiyidzia.. Russians are evidently anxious to 
forestall possibility of him becoming Prime Minister, probably because to judge by 
hs reputation he, fike Saed, would he above corruption by money and intimidation 
by threats 

* "5. No grain ix moving to Tehran on northern railways. On 16th October 
orders were issued under instructions of Soviet Director of Movements that no 
wagons should be loaded except for Soviet military or commercial trafic and 
that any already loaded should not be moved. If Government: made it public 
that Soviet authorities proposed to try to deprive Tehran of bread unless their 
detnands for oil rights were granted, it would not necessarily advance Soviet 
‘cauine. Effect of Soviet prohibition, if maintained, would be awkward but not 
ruinous. Thanks to the efforts of Americans and of British grain collecting 
officors, there is so large a stock of grain in Tehran that Persia could just manage 
tuntil noxt haryest even if no more grain reached Tehran from the north. | Mills- 
pauygh would, however, be obliged to impose several unpopular meastires which he 

itd ubandonéd ax no longer necessary, «.g., collection of part of peasants’ share 
‘and restriction on movements of private grain and also to increase proportion of 
harley in controlled bread. If time came when His Majesty's Government thought 
that an approach to Soviet Government was justified they could hardly find better 
‘excuse than ahove-mentioned Soviet order, which cannot be justified by any 
military necessity, 


(fe 0575 0058/34) (18) 
‘SiP R. Bullard to Me. Bilén—(Received 25th October) 

(No, 1095,) 

‘Telegraphic.) Tehran, 25th October, VOA4. 

MY telegram No, 1086, 

Kavtoradze gave an interview to Tehran press on 24th October. After setting 
forth advantages to Persia in vague terms, he stated that “"Saed in the course 
of conversations with me not only signified complete agreement and understanding 
but promised his help for satisfactory solution.” He says that subsequent refusal 
was ‘" received in a negative manner in Soviet circles'” irrespective of darkened 
relations between the two countries, He expresses confidence that the question 
will be settled and calls for co-operation of Persian public opinion “as repre- 
sented by liberal press of Pers : 

2. Sacd, whom I saw to-day, repeats that neither before Kavtoradze's arrival 
not in talks when he arrived was anything mentioned but Kbouriin business. Tt 
wwas this that Sacd was prepared to discuss, but when Kavtoradze made his wider 
proposals Kavtoradze said he was no longer interested in Khourian. 





23 


3. Prime Minister says that so lang joys the confidence of the Majlis 
he does not propose to resign. He gave me the names of forty-three leading 
mnembers of Tudeh party ywbo, he says, have told him in private that they agres 
With his policy. This agrees with news from other sources. Majlis seems tobe 
anding surprising! T believe that if some Government granted a con- 
‘cession to the Russians, the Majlis would not confirm it. 


[E 6605 /6058/3%) a7) 


Earl of Halifax ta Mr, Rden—(Receieed 26th Octobir,) 

(No. 5809.) 

Telegraphic) Washington, 2th October, WA. 
‘OUR telegram No, 674 to Tebran, 

In the absence of instmictions. from yon 1 have so far refrained from dis: 
cussing with State Department Soviet-Persian oil question, but Wallace Murray 
has now raised it and asked for views. He says that. State. Department have 
received disquieting reports (a) of attitude of Soviel representative at Tehran 
‘and (b) of tove of Soviet press. which as soon ax Me. Churohill and yourself lef 
Moscow began to speak of fascism in Persia and of failure of Persian authorities 
to punish. those guilty of sabotage aud pilfering of supplies for. Russia. going 
through Persia. “State Departinent are. auxious let thie portends tho working 
up by the Russians of a ease against Persia ou.classie German. model. . Unitesl 
States Government are for their part prepared to accopt Persian attitude of 
refusing applications for oil concessions from any foreign Power during the war. 
If the Rusans try to compel Pereia to grant-a concession ayainet bet wil, this 
would in viow of State Department rai question of Anglo-Americau-Russian 
flatement of Deceinber 1019 concerning tho independence and sovereigoty of 
Persia. If this statement were to be brushed axide ax a. scrap of paper, ik would be 
fan extremely serious matter and a bad omen for future agreements with the 
Russians. The United States Government could hardly allow the matter to go by 
default and State Departinent wonder whether before mattors go too far it might 
be desirable for Americans and ourselves to ask questions oF to make some repre 
sentations in Moscow, ‘They would be thoxt grateful for your very early: views 


[1B 6803/6058 /34) (18) 


Sir R, Bullard 6o Mr. Bden—(Reoeived 2th October’) 
fe, 1108) 
(Tel ic.) Tehran, 28th Ontober, 14 
MY"telogram No. 1000, 
K's interview is generally regarded by Persians as outrageous, as indeed. 


itwas. Newspapers defending the Russian point of view are still the loudest, and 
their articles are obviously written under sks conching, but content i les oe. 


Sided than it was. Six or seven newspapers support the Persian, Government 
‘and Bakhtar of 20th October has a very strong article, which if iL could be pub 
lished all aver the world, would place the Russians in.an awkward position, The 
writer reminds K. that when Persia. was berseli starving two years ago she spared 
wheat and rice for Russia, then hard pressed by the Germans, He tells K. that 
Contrary to rumours spread by Persian quislings who will take money from any- 
one, Seid and, his Cabloet: are patriot and honed and. nop. public support. 
Persians know that the U.SS.R_can nse the mailed fist but if when she is fighting: 
for freedom she uses it against Persia, will it not wound Persia’s feelings 

2 Raadi Imruz describes the pressure which Russia is using as intolerable 
and says that any patriotic Persian would have behaved ai behaved, 

S. Procession of lorries of armed men through the streets a few daye ay 
did hot have the effect of cowing the Persians but aroused indignation. 

At the ceremony of congratulations to-day for the Shah's birthday, 
instead of appearing with six or seven members of his staff in accordance with 
the practice of the larger missions, the Soviet Ambassador produced a swarm of 
wee Practie® this wae obviously part of the war of nerves and looked Hdlculap, 
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(B 6515/615/G) ag) 

Mr. Eden to the Eael of Hatifae (Washington) 
(No. 9304.) 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, 28th Uctober, 1944. 

TEHERAN telegram No. 1079 and your telegram No. 5809. 

I share State Department's apprehensions about Soviet intentions in Persia 
and was about to enquire views of ernment. on this question. 

2. You may inform State Department that, in. view of undertakings in 
Anglo-Soviet-Persian Treaty and in Tehran Declaration of 6th December, 143 
(to which latter United States Government are signatories), His Majesty's Govern- 
Foeat are considering approgch to Soviet Government. ‘General lines of such 
approach would be that His Majesty's Government in no way contest the right of 
‘Soviet Government to seek an oil concession in North Persia. They consider, how- 
ever, that this is a question on which Persian Governiment have a right to take be 
‘own decisions and they have for their part accepted without demur the Persian 
@ecision to yrant no further oil concession during the war. They understand that 
United States Government have taken a similar attitude. ‘They feel that it would 
not bo in accordance with the above-mentioned undertakings if the Persian 
Goveruiment were forced against their will to concede during the war the vary 
extensive rights which the Soviet Government are now demanding, 

ih We would propose that ny initial approach to Soviet Government should 
bbe based on the foregoing general lines, namely, that it ix w necessary condition of 
Persian independence that Persian Government should not be expected to dispose 
of Persian property otherwise than by free negotiation. Lf Soviet Government 
thet deny tbat methods used by them are open to objection on these grounds, we 
should quote evidence in Sir Reader Bullard’s telegrams and from Soviet sources, 
fg. attacks on Persian Prime Minister in Soviet press. 

‘4. Would the United States Government be propared to take an approxi- 
mately similar tine with the Soviet Government ! 


(B 0684; (20) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 8th October) 
(No, 1110.) 
(Telographic,) Tehran, 28th October, 1044 

MY telegram No. 1105, 

‘Prime Minister, on whom T called at his request, informed me that demon 
atrators yesterday were accompanied by lorries of armed Russian soldiers. Thir 
in true and it aronses suspicions that if Persian police or troops had to ure force 
to disperse a dangerous crowd or to protect public baildings they might be fired 
tin by Russians. Prime Minister reminded me that in December 1942, wiven there 
Were street disorders in ‘Tehran, we hrought in troops to help maintain order. 
‘Was it, he enquired, the business of the Russians only to maintain order and not 
vrithet of Russians, British and Americans. T-said I did not think « solution of 

, though T promised to inform you. 
jon British military police were at hand to 
in the crowd and a small 


3 ng to see the whole technique of Hitler in 
Sudetenland tarot ‘one’s eyes. I have advised: the Prime 
Minister to be extremely careful lest an incident be provoked. He has promised 
to take care, but says the Cabinet, have décided that the next time groups of 
demonstrators are to be broken up while they are small. 

‘4. Effect of K's interview and of street demonstration has been to con- 
sol ipport for the Prime Minister in Majlis and among the public.” Prime 
Minister's publicity has been poor and always late. but he intends I gather, to 
issue a statement in which he will deny that he promised Russians a concession 
fand he may take a yote of Majlis to-morrow. Russian-controlled papers have 
[1 group omitted | this by declaring elections were not properly conducted, 





eT 
(CB 6305 /187/26) 1) 


His Majesty's Consul, Meshed, to Mr. Bden—(Receioed 20h October.) 
(Xo, 45.) 
(Telegraphii Meshed, 28th October, 1944. 

SITUATION Report No. 42 

Soviet activities in Khorasan, including publicity, cultural work, support of 
Workers! movements, and. military, securiige have notably increased Tately and 
Porsian apprehensions have correspondingly increased. An unfortunate 
incident which 1 am reporting separately is an ominous indication of jeslouy 
and. sistrust of our publicity and cultural work here on the part of Russian 
military authorities. 

2.” Yesterday speakers from balcony of Tudeh Headquarters addressed the 
€rowd of several thousand, which completely blocked the main avenue. Speeches 
Were repeated from lorries in other parts of the town. ‘They violently attacked 
Sacd Cabinet for trying to sell to, Americans,." who are partners with other 
Powers, oil wanted by Persia's "* northern neighbours.” 

3.” Trouble is again brewing among Bujnurd tribes and Persian efforts to 
Ba wos se reas frustrated by Russian (group undecypherable 
demand 


(E 6661 /6058/34) (2ay 


7 Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Receteedd 30th October.) 

(No. 1115. 

(Telegraphic) Tehran, 300k Oetober, 1944 
‘OUR telegram No, 702 

Representative of Reuter wid two American agencies Nas secured approval of 
the Prime Minister to telegrams which he has now to get past the Russian censor, 
Twill watch and report the result, The Prime Minister has also wiven, in a talk 

ihe ersan pea: toniplete reply to interview. granted 10 a Persia news- 
paper by Ka He informs ime it will he broadcast this evening in English 
and Russian, 

2 The Prime Minister informs me over twenty newspaper editors have 
‘signed a declaration in support of his policy in regard to oil, 

‘3. Military’ Governor hag issued a warning that gatherings of mote than 
three persons in. the streets will be dispersed and that any persons resisting the 
order to disperse will be arrested, This is in accordance with Military Govern 
meat relations which have been in force since the occupation. Warning will, 
doubtless, be represented by Tass as terroristic attempt to prevent lovers of 

SAR, from demonstrating jn favor of ofl concesion, bt on the other band 
‘when 3,000 or 4,000) people paid for the purpose and, encouraged by the presence 
Datmad Red soldiers m lorries made w-demonstration, telograme'from Moatuw 
Teported 20,000 and represented Persian Government as trying to overawe them 
with tanks and troops. 

‘4. The oil question was debated in Majlis meetings. Dry. Musaddiq, 
Wemagogue but with a good reputation, supported Sa ‘The other three 
‘speeches were all hostile. Reason for these three members of an opposition of 
perhaps twelve to speak was that when Sa... made first statement to the Majlis 
there was no debate and Molotov complained to Persian Ambassador in Moscow 
that the Persian Government had prevented supporters of Soviet proposal from 
speaking, 


(B 6070/618/G) 


Earl of Halifas to Mr. Eden-—(Received 31st October.) 
(No, 5874) 
(Telegraphic) Washington, 31st October, 1944, 
‘OUR telegram No. 9994. 


‘State Department agree with lines of approach to Soviet Government. over 
Persian oil which you propose, but they suggest that it would be wiser to-omit any 
reference to United States (ee fourth sentence of paragraph 2 of your tel 

a 


‘legram) 
in order to avoid giving Russians more strongly than can be avoided the feeling 


that we are ganging up on them. 
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2 State Department are telegraphing to-night instruction’’t Unité States 
Fepresentative at Moscow to make communication to Soviet Government on the 


United States Government have noticed the public statements made 
by Kavtaradze in Tehran at a press conference and arguments used by the 
preas in Moscow. They wish to let the Soviet Government know the action 
which United States Government has taken in the matter of applications 
{gronp decypherable] by American ol imix: Alchongh Persian Govern: 
tment have refused to grant them concessions during the war, the United 
‘States Government recognise that Persians have conducted negotiations in 
good faith and they have only asked that when negotiations are recommenced 
American interests should not receive less favourable treatment than the 
others. Cnited States Government feel that sovereign and independent 
Countries such as Persia have the right to withhold or grant concessions in 
their own territory. ‘The United States Government are particularly con- 
corned over concarrence in this principle in view of Tehran declaration and 
would not feel able to concur in any action which woald constitute undue 
interference in Persian internal affairs.”” 


3, The foregoing is a rough summary only. 

4. State Department are not instructing their representative at Moscow 
to concert action with His Majesty's Ambassador for reason given in paragraph 1 
above but presume that he will in fact keep in touch with him 


[ B 6673/6058/24) a) 
Sip R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Reeeived Sst October.) 


(No. 1134. Confidential) 
(Tolographic. Tehran, Bat Detober, 194A. 

CCORDING to 0 reliable informant, Kaytoradze summoned a Persian who 
ia both » Deputy and newspaper proprietor, and after vague threats directed 
against, hios and the Persians, .more or less talked to. the following effect 


2, Russia was the uly country that would prote:t Persia. She wanted oil 
in North Persia in order to be able to protect Persia against Great Britain and 
the United States, who, after the war, would follow an imperialistic policy. 
Rusia was extremely powerfal. Mr, Churchill and President Roosevelt 
go running off to Stalin whenever they wanted anything. The Persians were of 
toupss hoping to postpone granting concession until after the war because they 
thought that the Russians would then be less free to act, ‘That was precisely why 
Russia wanted to seoure concession now. 


(25) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bdea—(Received \at November.) 


Tehran, Yet November 1044. 
Y telegram No. 1131 

Besides the troubles in Tabriz reported by acting British Consul-Ceneral in 
his Situation Report No, 110, shops in Resht have been closed, in protest, it is 
alleged, against attitude of Persian Prime Minister towards the Russians. ‘There 
has also been: some trouble in Isfahan, but T have no report from His Majesty's 
Consul, 

2. Minister of Court informed United States Ambassador to-day that the 
Shah would have to sacrifice Saed unless he could be assured of American and 
British support. United States Ambassador said he could give no such assurance 
‘on behalf of bis Government, To me M. Ala spoke less directly, though he asked 
whether F could give him any reply to representations in my telegram 
No. 1079, which of course T could not. Ala said that at « council held at the 
palace last wight it was decided that if Saed was forced too, there was nothing 
th be done but to'replace him by another Prime Minister who, in. the matter oi 
oil, would follow the same policy and so on indefinitely. 





a 


3. Saed, who is very tired, informed me to-day that he intended to submit 
his resignation inthe hope that that might win his Government a few weeks’ 
respite. This seems optimistic. He is, however, seeing representatives of Majlis 
parties to find out how far he can still count on support. Had be taken a vote 
at the beginning. he could have resigned as non persona grata to the Russians 
without prejudice to the attitade taken up by the Government and the Majlis, 
but events in Tabriz will have shaken the Deputies and be might not get so large 
‘@ majority now: though the real feeling of Majlis has not changed 

Radio Moscow, 81st October, broadcast a ferocious and baseless attack 
‘on Saed. He has drawn my attention to a passage which accuses him and other 
* reactionaries” unnamed of wishing to make Persia into a hase for a line of 
attack on Russia, Saed associates this with a reference to North Persia. by 
Kavtoradze as a ‘zone of security” in a recent talk between Kavtoradze and 
Persian Ambassador to Moscow, who is now here. Saed says that he has also 
been informed by a Persian in close contact with the Soviet Government that the 
Government are talking to this effect : "Tt is true that we asked for an oil con 
cession, but the real potnt is that North Persia is-a zone of security for ns'and we 
shall not let any foreigner show his nose there. It is a pity that Sued did not 
understand. We wanted to make the pill as palatable ax jrossible. 


(E 6670/615/G) (26) 


Mr, Rden to Sir Ai Clark Kerr (Moscow.) 
(Xo, 4000) 
‘Telegraphic. Foreign Office, Wxt November, 1944, 
VASHINGTON telegram No. 5874 of 30th October. 

T shall be glad if you will now approach Soviet Government on the lines of 
Paragraph 2 and if necessary paragraph 3 of my telegram No, 9894 to Washington 
Of B5th October, but omitting reference to United States Government. 

2. You will probably beat to avoid being drawn into any irrelevant 
Aiscussion either regarding the alleged benefits which the Soviet proposal would 
entail for Persia's economy or regarding the attitude of the Persian, press or 
Public opinion. Our. information is that Saed hag the support of responsible 
elements in Persia, and the fact that he has remained in office bears this out, But 
the important facts are that. his Government is the legally constituted Govern- 
went of Persia, that it hx fulllled ita treaty obligations and that it consequently 
has the right to expect that Ube Soviet Government. and ourselves will do the same. 
We know of nothing that supports the assertion, which we have seen in Soviet 
inspired comment, that Suei'* Government have’ obstructed passage of supplies 

sia, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden,—(Reevived 4th November.) 
(No. 1148.) 
(Telegr yphic,) Tehran, Ath November, 1944. 
telegram No. 1141, 


‘There are signs that the Soviet demand for oil is to be dropped. Tndee! 
the Soviet Ambassador told me to-day that the oil question had never been raised 
letween Kavtoradze and Sued, though the rage with which be uttered. this 
stnpendons falsehood was painful to witness, The Soviet, demand for the head 
of Saed is however being pursued with greater violence. Saed is quite preparvd 
to resign at once if he cant sscure postponement. of oil issue. 


CB 6760/6058 / (3) 


: Mr, Eden to Sir R. Bollard (Tehran.) 
(No, 732.) 
Telegraphic ) _ Foreign Office, Ath November, 1944. 

: SIAN Ambassador called on Sir A. Cadogan on the 3rd November to 
discuss Russian demand for oil concession in North Persia, 

le did not add anything to what you have already reported, but he 
2. He did not add anything to wh: have already reported, but 

emphasised the gravity of the situation and the unexpectedness of the Russian 














% 


demands.’ He:said.that his Government were standing firmly'on their decision 
not to grant any concession until after the war, and that even if the Government 
Were to change; the new Government would maintain the same attitude. 

3. Sir A. Cadogan said that he fully realised the diffivalt position in. which 
the Persian Government found themselves. His Majesty's Goverment. for their 
part had signed the Tripartite Treaty with Persia and had joined in the Tehran 
declaration of last year, aud their position was therefore perfectly clear. ‘They 
had also accepted the Persian Government's decision in regard to oil concessions 
‘and found no faule with it 


what he desired was that we shold intervene with the Soviet Governmet 
latter might resent any appearance of our patting pressare on them 
friendly representation would have tobe made with the pimost caution 
complete secrecy. The Ambassador said he fully understocd this point 
If Persian Government again ask yon what support His Majesty's 
therm in’ the matter, it would be well not to divulge action 
it You may of course speak in the lines of the preceding 
paragraph. 


(IN 6957/60/38) (2) 


indy Clark Kerr to Mr. Kiden—(Receited 6th November.) 
(No. 8909), 

(Teleggraphic.) 

Y- telegrams Nos. 9303 and 3306. 

You will have noticed in the latter part of Feeeat of the 4th Novei= 

bor invighing axainst tho attitude of the Versian Government towards Soviet 

demand for an otf concession that a recent reference in newspaper Raad to a letter 

‘on thia subject from United States Ambassador, Tehiran, it made the occasion for 

‘an ironical enquiry’ as to how the presence of American troops in Persia without 

ty arrangement, such ay exists in the ease of Soviet Union and Iritain, 


Moscone, Oth Nocember, 1944. 
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(B 6862/6058 /34) (30) 

Karl of Halifax to Mr. Eden—(Recviced 7th November.) 
(No. 6005, _ Secret.) 
(Telegraphic) 

TEHRAN telegram No. 1 

Wallace Murray said on 4th November that State Department had received 
a report of a remarkable and sudden change for the better in Soviet attitude, 
While it was only an assumption, he thought that it was fair to deduce that our 
common attitude and representations to [ric: ! of] our two Governinents in 
Moscow had had something to do with it, He felt much encouraged by this and 
thought’ that it would be an object lesson to those here who thought that it was 
useless to try and exerciae influence so far [group mndecypherable and that there 
‘was nothing to be done but let position after position go by default. This tay be 
premature or even wide of the mark, but it seemed undesirable to discourage his 
conclusion that to, work closely witht us is the only right policy for the United 
States. 

2 Wallace Murray is, as you Know, constantly preoccupied with the fear of 
Russian penetration in the Balkans and’ Middle East, It is clearly nindesirable 
to encourage him to be anti-Russian ou general principles and on every issue, but 
his views about Russia are increasing the desire which T believe he has (group 
undecypherable) formed more atvd more definitely lately to co-operate with us on 
every issue. Tho opportunity was taken to impress upon him advantage of our 
consulting in advance on all matters and concerting our action, He expressed 
fall agreoment. It was also put to hitn that recent events showed even more eon 
clusively the desirability of our helping the Persians to set their own house jin 
‘order over the police and other matters. He said that he fully agreed and he 
would do bis best to speed matters np. f have not yet heard anything further 
about the police aince my telegram No, 3800. 


Washington, 7th November, 1944: 


‘TB 6868/6058 /34) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 7th November.) 
(No. 1156.) 
(oiegraphic.) 
ALY telegram No. 1191 


Tehran, 7th Nocember, 1944. 


It is difhcult o understand hy the Soviet iorermomnt cubarked on their 
is 


‘campaign for oil concession if they did not intend to carry it through at all costa 

Tix failure cannot but damage their credit abroad expecially if all dotails came 
out and their use of Hitler technique becomes known...In this country. Veraiank 
Ihave seen what they thought impossible, viz,, a Ruesian diplomatic defeat, and 
although they may feet the Russians will take revenge agoner or later, they have 
learnt that to stand up to the Russians is not. necessarily to commit suicide, For 
the first time since the excupation of Persia the pre, which was always ready 
to criticise us and later the Americans, has told Lhe Russians some home truths, 
nd it is boped that this process will continue and:not only. tend to keop. the 
Russians in order but also prevent the Russians sipposing that the whole country 
is with them 

‘2. ‘The death blow to the Russian schewe was of core doalt. by British 
and American representations in Moscow, but soe credit. must so to the Persian 
Prime Minister who refused to resign even when many Deputies and high officials 
wavered and Radio. Moscow accused him of. wanting 40. use. Persia as a base 
for Fascist aggression against Soviet. Russia, Tis tranquillity made Iussian 
Mastering seem slightly ridiculous and his reply to Kavtoradze received. wider 
credence than Kavtoradze’s accusations. 

3. Soviet Embassy are still supporting the demand. for Saed's resignation, 
but they and their Tudeh followers are gravely discredited: | It is not known 
whether Kavtoradze has left or will leave. But for him the Soviet Goverument 
could save their face by repudiating the Soviet Ambassador. who may. well. have 
Iisled them as to the support Kavtoradze could count, upon, but itis less easy to 
repudiate an assistant who, was sent here on a special mission which be, carried 
‘out under the glare of world publicity. 

4, Russians can hardly sit down under this defeat, but, for the moment, the 
Situation is better than it was before they made their extraordinary demand for 
0 oil concession without offering any payment or anything in exchange except 
‘a vague promise of support at the Peace Conference. 
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(E 6988/6058/34) (32 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—{Reccited 8th November) 
cee 
ie 


(Telage Tehran, Sth November, 1944. 
TPHOUGH Soviet Ambassador on rd November defended the Fetetion 
by the Soviet censor of a telegram in plain language addressed hy the Persian 
Government to five of its missious abroad, he stated that there could, of course, 
be no objection to the despatch of cypher ‘telegrams by the Persian Government 
to their representatives in other countries 

2. On the morning of 7th November British censor informed me that the 
Soviet censor had for twenty-four hours been holding up two Persian Government 
telegrams, one to the Persian Ambassador, London, and one to the Persian 
Ambassador, Washington, and that two others received 7th November were also 
being: held up. T called on the Soviet Ambasmdor as soon as possible. He pro: 
feasel surprise and promised to investigate and Jet me know at once. He did 
‘ot communicate with me, and to-day he is alleged to be on holiday. ‘The Soviet 
censor has, however, just informed his British colleague that the two earlier 
messages have been stopped, the Jatter ones passed. From [group undecypherable = 
T have np doubt that messages which have beet stopped were cypher version of 
message in plain language which was stopped by the Soviet Ambassador 

3. As youare aware, our censorship agreement with Soviet authorities here 
provides for exemption of all Persian Government messages from censorship. 
Action of the Soviet censors which has of course been carried out under orders 
of the Soviet. Ambassador is therefore serious breach of agreement with us As 
well as a particularly mean attempt to stifle the Persian case while giving world 
publicity to one-sided Soviet reports as in the article in Fueestiya of 4th November. 

1. Thave informed my United States colleague fre whom T learned that 
the Persian representative in Washington has been enquiring about the missing 
telegrams from Tehran, 

'5. Tshall protest to the Soviet Ambassador about the breach of the agree 
ment. 





(1B 6008 180/08) Ro. 10. 
(ly 
Sir R Bullard to Mr. Kilen-—{(Received 9th November.) 
Wa. ee qT OA Ne her 
Uolegrapii chran, 9h November, 1944 

“WP elegeam No, 1467 

Persian Prime Ministor says that he is receiving information from Russians 
by roundabout means, that if he ‘Tesigns, oil question will be dropped and K. will 
eave n few days later. He is thinking of resigning after settitig forth the history 
‘af the oil question for Majlis and for publication. He agrees that owing i 
methods which the Russias have been employing, it will not be easy to find = 
successor. “He is cotivinced that neither the Shah nor the Majlis will accept 
Qawam_Al Saltana who is first choice of Soviet Embassy 

2. “Referring to Moscow campaign against Prime Minister, I told the Soviet 
Ambassador yesterday that I myself bad not noticed signs of fasciem in, the 
Prime Minister. -M. Masimoy professed not to know such an expression had been 
used about Saltana, bot that his Cabinet had behaved badly, Premed for 
details he could only quote matters of relatively minor importatve. "Finally he 
alleged that Saltana ‘would not even cotsider Soviet terms for oil concession.” 
Itis, of course, important part of Prime Minister's case that he was pressed to 
promise concession in principle without declaration of Soviet conditions. This is 
Supported by K's statement to the press. 

3. Prime Minister refused to allow Tudeh party to make a demonstration 
7th November. [Group undecypherable: { Several] of their supporters who have 
heen violent were arrested byt released it night. 

4 Newspapers which attacked the Prime Minister with particular sceur- 
rility, including the chief Tudeh organ, have heen sipppressed, but each has been 

immediately replaced by a paper bearing another name for which a licence bad 
ready been obtained.” Prime Minister says there are 200 licensed new: per 
titles still not utilised, and that he proposes to have a decree issued by Military 
Governor that all newspaper licences which have not yet been tised are cancelled. 





oD 
(B 6016/6058 /34) @ 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eien {Received Yh November.) 
(No, 1169,) 
(Telegraphic.) 
AY telegram No. 1124, 
Various outgoing telegrains about crisis addfessed to Reuter and’ American 
agencies (one in reply to cabled request for reports) were stopped ky Soviet censor 
Sth November. 


Tehran, 9h November, 1944. 


(B 6965/189/34) @) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden {Received 1th November.) 
Be, 7s) 
(Telegraphic.) 

MY telegram No. 1168, 

Saed resigned 3rd November, Although he was still assured of apps of 
the Majlis he felt he ought to submit his resignation as it give the Ruskians 
pies to declare Uhemaciee satisfied and resume relations, in dow cure 
repping oil question at least (two groups undeeypherable] it is known who 
‘ced hits. "The Shah still hopes to eure Taglendeh sume time bt Yor tho 
Present various nonentities are being mentioned 

2. The Shah, whom I saw 


Tehran, 10th November, 1044, 


B Tshowed the Shah extract published in Trag TYmev from ati article which 
Appeared on 3rd November in the Pimes of London, ‘The Shah wax very happy 
to see that Russian propaganda was not being accepted in London at its face. 

He however suggested that the Times might have misunderstood the xituat 

say that there was no particular reason why negotiations should have to wait till 

the end of the war, He said freedom to discuss the oil (group, undecyph 

¥ question } would come not with the end of the war but with the d 

foreign troops, and that he was in favour of that being made clear. 

‘on this point, for as he said there could be no equality in (group undecyphorab 

t ‘hile Rossians when they cou not get. What they wanted wore 
hey had proved, willing to cut off food supplies of the capital and 

stop the Persian Governitent telegrams in violation of censorship agreement. 

4. The Shah said with reason that the crisis had not been all loss, Torsians 
ud shown that with all their faults and weaknestes they were [group undeoypher- 
able: 1 patriotic} when it caine to the pinch; and the fact that for the firs time 
Some newspapers had hegun to criticise the misdeeds of the Russians in Perain 
Was a great gain, 

5.” T evaded discussion of the oil question, but T told the Shab that trom 
Press extracts T had seen I gathered that there was a general opinion in Enjland 
that the methods used hy the Russians were mistake At the same time 1 
deprecated talk of dishonesty in the presi and urged that Persia should: look 
Father to the United Nations scheme in which Russia would, we hopod, be it 
Partner with Great Britain and the United States. 


(B 6978/6058 /38) 
Mr. Eden to Sir A. Clark Kérr (Mowow), 


(Ro, a241 
‘elegraphic) Foreign Office, With November, 1944 
EARAN tclegram No, 1108 of Sth Novenber 
Though the fall of Persian Government may in the circumstances have been 
inevitable, and situation on the whole has improved, it cannot be assumed that 
crisis is completely over. If you have not yet had a reply to ont representations 
to Soviet Government, I shall be glad if you will consider desirability of pressing 
for some statement of their attitude. 
In any case please watch the situation and keep me informed. 
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(1B 6998/6058 /34) (O) 
Mr. Edew to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran) 


fat 
raphie.) Foreign Office, WWth November, 194. 
"EGER cdlegram No 1107 of 6th Noverber’ 

Action of Soviet authorities in stopping these telegrams is inexcusable. You 
should press your representations to Soviet Ambassador strongly and inform me 
if he fails to authorise release of cypher messages. 


[1B 696/180 /34) (6) 


Sie R, Bullard. to Mr, Eden.—(Received 13th November.) 
(e184) 
(Telegraphic,) 
MY telegram No. 1175. 
Most of the Deputies seem to favour Dr. Musaddiq as Persian Prime Minister, 
bathe wl oly accept asa stop-gap and on condition that he x allowed to retary 
to his seat in the Majlis on completion of his mission. ‘This raises difficult 
constitational question. Musaddiq would be hopeless at ordinary business and 
to show his independence might be a nuisance to vs and to the Americans but it is 
Delieved that he would not sign a Russian oil concession, 

Not only is Kaytoradze still here but he is emerging from Soviet Embassy 
where he had remained quietly for some time. Ministry of Agriculture wero #0 
iikadyised ax to organito totally unnecessary lunch to celebrate the Perainit, 
British, Soviet anti-locst campaign and to invite the Soviet Ambassador and 
members of his staf, Ambassador fepliel that he would bring M Kavtoradze, 1 
have [group undecypherable: 1 another] engagement for that day and shall be 
represented by legal counselor. 


Tehran, 13th Nocember, 1944. 


(1B 7021 /6058/34) m 


Sie R, Bullard to Me. Baden —{Recrived 18th November) 
(No. 1187) 
(Telegraphic) 
OUR telegram No. 752 

T made protest, to the Soviet Ambassador in your namo and.asked whether 
the Soviet authorities intended. to observe the censorship agreement which had 
been in force for three years or not, Tho ambassador alleged that the Soviet 
military authorities, finding that Saed wos adopting a, hostile attitude towards 
the USSR, ordered the Soviet censorship to stop certain telegrams. Ie would, 
however, consult K., who was in Tebran.as the representative of Molotoy. 1 said 
{was unaware of the status of K. here, but that the censorship agreement. was 

clear and Persian Government telegrams were exempted from the censorship. 
|. Maximov said that the Soviet Government hada right. to. expect 
cooperation from us when they were exposed to the hostility of the Persian 
Government. It was difficult to treat this seriously, but I did so, pointing, out 


Tehran, 14th November, 1944. 


that oar co-operation was always to be had in mattors relating to aid to the 
Russians and all that that involved, but the Soviet Embassy could not expect us 10 

ipport them in a dispute with the Persian Government about an oil concession 
Maximov said that there were many other counts in the charge against Saed and 


he became almost lachs about the need for co-operation. 1 quoted a Russian 
sroverb which I had invented for the occasion : '* Cut the sheep's throat, but let 
ft bleat,” and the interview ended amicably; but T await M. Maximov's reply 
after his consultation with K. 


[B 7071/6058/35) 


‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Rden—(Received Wth November.) 
(No. 1208) 
(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegram No. 1187, 
‘The impression T gained from my last interview with the Soviet Ambassador 
is that in spite of the Soviet decoration which he received on the 7th November, 


Tehran: 16th Nowember, 1944 








he is not at all easy in his mind about the oil business and this is supported by 
information from a person who meets many people on the fringe of the Soviet 
Embassy. According to informant, opinion of these Russians is that set-back 
in Soviet plan was due to the ambassador who, puffed up with his rapid advance- 
ment, persuaded himself that he could secure concession and recommended that 
K. should come for the purpose. Whether this is true or not, it would soem that 
any publicity which suggests that Soviet authority in Tehran went too far, that 
Moscow was not fully informed, and so on, is to be welcomed since it gives the 
Soviet Government a way out if they need one 


[B 7101/6058 /a4) 9) 


r Mr, Eden to Sir A. Clark Kerr (Moscow), 
(No. 4306.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, 16th November, 1944. 

MY telezram No. 4241 of 1th Noyember and Tehran telegrams Nos. 1175, 
1184, and 1157 of 10th and 13th November. 

‘The fact that Kavtaradze is still in Tehran and again showing signs of 
activity docs not suggest that Soviet Government have in fact decided to drop the 
il question. Indeed, it appears that having hinted to Persian Prime Minister 
that they would do so if he resigmed, they are now preparing to renew pressure on 
Persian Government. Press attacks on Saed reported in your telegram No, 301 
seem to bear this ont 

2 Lf you have still received no reaction from Soviet Government to your 
Tepresentations, please speak to Molotov personally and impress upon hisn that 
this is a question in which His Majesty's Government are bound to take a closo 
interest, in view of the joint guarantees of Persian integrity to which they are a 
party, accordingly wish to have an explanation of the continued pressure which 
4s being put on the Persian Government 

‘To Washington only; “* Please inform State Department.” 


[1B 7098/189/34) (10) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—{Received 17th November.) 

(No. 1212) 
(Telegraphic.) 

ALY ‘telegram No. 1184 

Musadidiq’s conditions have proved to be inacceptable to Deputies, who are 
now looking elsewhere for a Prime Minister, Meanwhile complete slagnation 
reigns in all departments of the Government 


Tehran, 17th Nowember, 1044, 


(E 7101/6058 /34) 1) 
Mr, Kden to the Earl of Halifax (Washington), 


phic.) Foreign Office, 17th November, 1944, 

WY telegram 4306 to Moscow of 16th November. 

Please suggest to State Department that they should. send similar instruc 
tions to American Ambassador in Moscow. |The on seers. unlikely. to 
deteriorate if there is undue delay in making Soviet. Goverment realise strength 
‘of our common views on this subject 


(B 7415/6058 /34) (1g) 


Mr. Eden to Sie A. Clark Kerr (Moxcow.) 
fteiers <n F Office, 1th ber, 1048 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, Wth Nocember, 144. 
FOU telegram No. 3442 of 18th November. 
You will have seen my tek No. 4845 of 18th November: recording. 
Cadogan's interview with Soviet Counsellor, We thought it only right to 


[30547] D 
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make Soviet Government aware of ouf feelings and of the probable development 
of public opinion here, 

2. If you think it better to write rather than speak to Molotoy, I have no 
objection, “If your United States colleague is prepared to do the same, so much 
the better 

‘3. I cannot, however, yet. authorise you to write on the lines of the last 
eentence of your paragraph 5, since this would entail consulting the President. 


(B 7098/189/34) (as) 
Mr. Bien to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran) 
Foreign Office, th November, 1944. 


disturbing, Is there any evi 
government of their own nominees? 

2 Please kee mo informed of any action which you are taking v6 promote 
formation of an independent Persian Government 


LE 7424/6058; (uy 


Mr. Eden to Sir R. Bulla (Tehvan'y 
(No, 781) 
(Telegraphic, Foreign Office, 20th November, 144. 
FOU will have sen from my recent telogtan to Mtowcow that we are doing 
all we cans to res orument, Meanwhile you should do everything 
possible to keep the n heart. 
‘2. Your telegram No. 1220 of 18th November, You have discretion to send 
through embasxy channels any press messages which you think would be useful 


(E 7183 /6058/34) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Received 20th November:) 
Tehran, 20th November, 1044, 


General expectation was that Samii (No. 109 in Personalities) would become 
tho Persian Prime Minister, but at the last moment he withdrew, Choice 
then fell upon Bayat (No. 47) who has just been asked by the Shah to form 3 
Ministry. Delay, was largely due to the futility of the Deputies but partly a0 
doubt to their feeling that something in their favour might tara up, 

2. Bayat is a nonentity but is not considered dishonest, He is however 
talking of being able to find a solution of the disagreement with the Russians, and 
fone well-informed source interprets this as meaning that the Russians will be 
given promise of first. refusal of any oil concession in the North. Since Saed 
Fefused to give any opinion sic; 7 option}. during the war even if the Russians 
submitted terms, this would constitate victory for the Russians and would 
complotely justify in Lhcir eyes methods by which they secured Saed’s retirement 





[ B 7153/6058 /34 | No. UL 


a) 
Mr, Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran). * 
(No. 788.) ¥ 
(Telegraphie) Foreign Office, 2st November, 1944. 
OUR telegram No, 1230 : r 

Tagree that it will have a bad effect if Russian methods against Saed appear 
to have achieved their object. For your information and guidance our aim 
should be to secure appointment of a Prime Minister who will follow the same 
policy as Saed in regard to concessions. 





oo 


2 You may, at your discretion, inform the Shah in confidence, either direct 
or through the Minister of Court, of representations we have made in Moscow 
and London to Soviet Government. 

3. It is not certain that it would be practicable as suggested’ by His 
Majesty's Ambassador in Moscow to place Persian question on the agenda of next 
‘meeting of the Prime Minister, President and Stalin, the date of which is not yet 
settled. But in case it should — possible, I shall be glad of your argent 
observations on the effect it would have in stiffening the Persians if they could 
be told that this was intended. 


(B 7177/6058 /34) e) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Recvived 22nd November.) 
(No. 1233) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, 22nd November, 1944. 

MY telegram No, 1220, 

jew Persian Prime Minister has sent:me a message that there will be no 

ghange in policy on oll question. His light-hearted remark ton British journalist 
hhad inducted me to let him know through « friend of his that if there was to be 
any change of policy, about which Persian Government had hitherto taken a 
strong line and His Majesty's Government aud British press had. been. sym 
pathetic, he must let me know immediately so that T might warn you, 

2. Article hy Times Diplomatic Correspondent which is summarined in your 
tolegram No. 770 has given the Shab the greatest satisfaction and will have great 
influence in other quarters too 


(E 7186/615/G) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received 2rd Noeembor) 
(No, 1241) 
(elegraphic) Tehran, 2nd Novembec, VM. 
YOUR telegram No, 788 
Persians are already hoping that crisis in Soviet Persian affaire may be 
discussed at the forthcoming conference of the threr leaders and it bas over ben 
mentioned in the press. Tt would undoubtedly give great and much-needed 
enoouragement to the Shah and Persian Prime Minister if they could bo told 
that Hix Majesty's Government would raise the question, If they knew. the 
United States Government intended to associate themselves with. the approach 
the happy effect would of course be even greater 


(E 7207/6058 /34) ) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden —(Received ard November, 1944.) 

Gioigeapbic) Teh Novem 

(Telegraphic. rehriin, Brd November, 1944. 

“MY telegram No. 1241, 

New Persian Prime Minister, whom I have just scen, says he cantiot, do 
‘otherwise than follow the policy of his predecessor in the matter of oil conicessionix 
since that is the policy which 4s desired by the Majlis and the great bulk of the 
population, At the same time he is nervous and I gathered if the Russians try to 

ress for immediate grant or promise of a concession, he would resign, If, 

jawever, he secures the majority he hopes for (he was for many years a Deputy 
‘and knows the ropes) it would, I think, be a mistake for him to resis so long as 
he keeps his majority, for whereas he seems to believe Persia could produce an 
unlimited number of Cabinets who would refuse the Russian demand, I'am not 
so.ure. However, the Shah, whom I also saw to-day, seems to favour this method 
of bending before the blast, and of showing up the Rissian demand as thoroughly 
Unpoplar. 1 did my best to encourage both of them by saying that the atitnde 
adopted by former Government, was fully understood in Great Britain and had 
apparently won general sympathy. ; 


(30547) v2 
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[E 7186/615/G) 6) 


Mr. Eden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran). 

(No, 797), 
(Telegraphic,) Foreign Offer, 28rd Nocember, 1944 

MY telegram No, 788 and your telegram No. 1241 

Have you yet taken action muthorised in paragraph 2 of my telegram under 
reference?” If not, T think the time has now come to do so. 

2 Unless there i any strong reason to the contrary, you should yourself 
seo the new Persian Prime Minister as soon as possible, sound him as to the line 
he intends to tal ¢ him to maintain the policy of his predecessor, 


(B 7271/615/G) (6) 
Mr. Kden to Sir R. Bullard (Tehran), 


Foreign Office, 23rd November, W944. 
THE Persian Ambassador camo to see me this afternoon, when his 
Excellency said that he was much troubled by the situation which had developed 
in his country: Ax 1 knew, he had been home on leave at the time when the 
incidents began. ‘The Russians had brought in a few lorry loads of agitators 
from outside ‘Tehran and bad staged a wholly unreal demonstration. His 
Excellency said that he was much distuebed that this action should have been 
take x0 soon after our departure from Moscow and he was apprehensive ax to 
what the real Russian intentions were 
2 L told the Ambassador that, we too had been taken by surprise by these 
events. IL was true that Persia had not been discussed at Moscow and, indeed, 
there was no. reason why it should have been since our relations, like those of 
the Soviet Union, towards Persia were governed by our joint agreement. The 
Ambassador agreed. 1 continued that in view of recent developments, however, 
‘we had thought. it right to approach the Russians in the matter but 1 asked 
his Excellency not to telegraph about this since I bad instructed yon to inform 
the Persian Government direct and I thought that the fewer telegrams on this 
delicate topic the better, His Excellency expressed his great relief and said 
that he certainly would not telegraph about any action that we had taken with 
the Russians, but he would like to make it plain to his Government that wo 
‘wore closely watching the situation and would do what we could, I agreed to 
this. 
3% I then asked the Ambassador about the new Prime Minister. 
it waid that he was 


Tam, & 
ANTHONY EDEN, 


(1 7281/6058 /34) to} 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Receiced 24th November.) 
No, 1251.) 
Frege hh Tehran, 24th November, 1944. 
(OUR telegram No. 707. 

Tinformed M. Alu to-day that His Majesty's Government, basing their repre- 
sentations on ‘Tripartite Treaty declaration of Tehran about Persia, &e,, had 
‘expressed their concern to the Soviet Government both in Moscow and in London 

tthe deterioration of relations between Russia and Persia and had asked for 
information. M. Ala was greatly relieved and pleased. 
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, 2. Soviet Ambassador being ill, Soviet Counsellor called on new Persian 
Prime Minister the 23rd November. Fortified I trust by my visit of the prev 
day, Prime Minister (according to M. Ala) gave a firm though conciliatory reply 
to counsellor on oil question saying this had been decided by the Majlis and 
Public opinion (see my immediately following telegram). 
3. T had delayed to reply to paragraph 2 of your telegram No. 788 because 
I wished first to see American Ambassador, T have now seen him, He had no 
up-to-date instructions from his Government and even seemed doubtful what 
© say if he should be asked by the Prime Minister what line to take with Russia, 
Tt will weaken oar case very much if Persians think we are noting alone. After 
our conversation I hope my American colleague will at least tell Persians that 
they cannot now change their minds about oil concessions without making 
American public seeptical about any ory of distress that may reach Atnericn 
from this country 


(E 7225/6058 34) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Kden—(Reevived 24th November.) 
(No, 1252. Secret.) 
{Telegraphic,) Tehran, Ath November, WHA. 
MY immediately preo 
According to M. Ala conversatio 
the Persian E 


the Soviet Counsellor Avalév ad 


2, Avalov, a Georgian with a quiet diffid van very conciliatory 
He said that brusque hostile treatment a by Saed ‘to the Soviet offer hid 
caused great warprise and resentment. British and American companies had boen 
allowed to negotiate for a long time whereas the offer from Russia wax rejected 
At once as though she were, ¢.g., Mexico (Foreign Office will hear the echo of 
Litvinov in this) instead of a great and friendly neighbour. Kavtoradze had asked 
Moscow whether he might leave bot had: been instructed to remain until tho 
formation of the new Government. Russia wanted good ‘relations, de. ‘The 
object was mutual benefit. 

3. ‘The Prime Minister expressed equal’ desire ‘for good relations. Hix 
Cabinet was not yet definitely fortned, and he could not speak for the Government 
but so far as he himself was concerned the question of an ofl concession Was 
settled. Saed had merely expressed the desire of the great majority of the 
Majlis and of the people in saying that the matter must await the eid of the 
war and (he added) the departure of foreign troops, and ax the new Prime 
Minister, he could only ive the same reply. On all other points he hoped thut 
there would be friendly discussion. 

4. According to M. Aln, Avalov did not contest this but he questioned the 
Prime Minister closely as to the composition of the new Cabinet. He wi 
Kove whether it would include any member ofthe outgoing Cabinet 
Minister evaded this question. In fact he will probably. contin 
enjoys the support of Majlis as Minister of the Interior. Avaloy. wax aloo 
anxious to know whether Abmedi (Personalities No. 16) would be inoluded, and 
Wns s0 inept as to say Ahmedi was repnted to be pro-Russian, Tt ix well known 
that Ahmedi was ejected, from the Ministry of War not s0 long ago because the 
Russians beld him to be‘ pro-British.”” and they might well [group undocypher- 
able] he would not permit demonstrations and would suppress Violent newspapers 
fearlessly. Tho Prime Minister howerer has.no intention to prefer so decided a 
a character and told Avalov that. Ahmedi world not be in the Cabinet 


[7266 /6058/34) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Receized 26th November.) 


(No; 1261) : 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, 26th November, 1944. 
"SEY telegram No, 1251 


The Shah express deep gratification at the friendly and helpful attitude of 


His Majesty's Government at this difficult moment. 
(30547) D3 
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2. Being now in good heart himself the Shah will I hope encourage his new 
Cabinet. My impression is that he helped to force Sa to resign, hoping 
therchy to propitiate the Russians, but at that time he did not know whether to 
‘expect support from Great Britain and America or not. . He is still unaware of 
the attitude of the American Government, 


(10) 


il of Halifax to Mr. Bdew—(Received 29th November.) 
(No, 6872) 
(Telegraphic Washington, 29h November, 1944 
TEARAN tetagrams to Foreign Office, Nos. 1981 and 1361 
T au pressing the State Department to, instruct the United States Ambas 
sador, Tehran, to say something encouraging to the Persia expect 
Harriman to reach Tehran in a few days’ time and are at present inclined to await 
a report from him. I have suggested that they should either— 


(a) authorise the United States Ambassador to say something to the Persians 
before then, either of his own accord or if questioned; or 
(0) authorise Harriman to say something. 


([B 7883/6058 /34) ay 


Bart of Halifax to Mr. Bden—(Received 2nd December.) 
(No. 6420.) 
(Telographic.) Washington, lat December, W944, 
‘OUR telegram No, 10051 
nponse to our suggestion that United States Government should (group 
pherable : t say] something to Persian Government to encourage them, 
partment have instructed United States Ambassador at Tehran to inform 
sian Prime Minister of the fact of the American démarche in Moscow saying 
made in the spirit of declaraton of Ist December, 1043, 
State Department have also asked Mr. Harriman for an early report. 


(E 7414/6058 /94) (12) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Receiced 3rd December.) 


(No. 1238) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, 3rd December, 1944. 

MY telegram No, 1260, 

I have no doubt that as soon as Bayat has obtained vote of confidence in 
Majlis, Soviet Embassy will make another attempt to obtain oil rights in some 
fortn or other. Persian Prime Minister has included among his Ministers two 
members of Saed's Cabinet and it is believed that if he secures vote of confidence 
ho will appoint ax Minister of Agriculture Nakhai, who was Saed's Minister of 
Commerce and Industry. Soviet Embassy, though they refused to invite Surari 
to their party, have not made his presence in the Cabinet reason for refusing to 
have relations with new Prime Minister and Rassians in general are outwardly 
more discreet. ‘Thus they are unlikely to behave in regard to Tudeh demonstra 
tions as they did in Tehran and Tabriz. Nevertheless there are not lacking signs 
of intimidation, “Many persons, olfieial and private, have recently been ejected 
from Northern Zone by Russians as hostile to them and Prime Minister. is 
receiving from those parts a stream of obviously inspired { group undecypherable 
telegrams] asking for security for "liberal ” parties, death for Saed, exile for 
{group undecypherable: 7 Sai] yid Zia and so on. Intimidation tok grotesque 
form first. day of debate on programme of new Government when diplomatic box 
in Majlis contained six (later increased to mine) Russians, and of the six several 
were unknown to this embassy [group undecypherable: ! and had) that well- 
known underground took. This demonstration did not prevent one Tudeh orator 
from receiving so hostile a reception that he had to moderate his tone considerably 
Meanwhile pro-Russian papers are trying with some success to confuse simple 
issue, viz., the right of Persian Government to postpone talks about oil concessions 
‘until foreign troops have left the country. 
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2. Question which is doubtless a feeler from Russians has been put to the 
Shah by Iraj Iskandar, leader of the Tudeh Deputies in Majlis, According to 
Minister of [group undécypherable)}, who spoke to me on instructions from Shah, 
Iraj Iskandari asked whether an interesting suggestion made by Dr. Mosaddiq 
in aspecch in Majlis on, 20th October might not form basis of settlement with 
Persian Government. Suggestion was that oil in North Persia should be 
exploited by a Persi nd surplus sold to Russia at average imter- 
sational piace. ‘ made in same epeech, vis., that oll shoold 
be exploited b mpany was not mentioned by Iraj Iskundari), 
In discussion with Ala » suspicious that this was merely a device by 
which Russians might secure control in practice under a Persian cloak, sistco so 
Jong as they bad troops in the north they would not allow Persian Government 
ona Persian campany to employ there any person to whom they objected. T said 
that exploitation by a native ‘company was natural way. to retain control of 
resources, but if Persians could not produce oil experts with required experience 
and in adequate numbers, Persian Government must consider whether they would 
have free where. If Prime Minister speaks to tne nbout 
Traj Iskandari’s scheme, 1 shall not conceal my opinion that sensible course is to 
stick to his declared policy not to discuss oil until foreign trvops have ote 


(1B 7415/6058 /34) (a3) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden:—(Received 3rd December’) 
(No. 1334) 
{Telegraphic.) Tehran, 3rd November, W044. 

MY telegram No. 1283. 

Oil. qertion tonk’ tnexpected turgon' Sod: Deoemaber-when De. Musnddiq 
presented a Bill which was rushed through under double urgency procedure. 
Article 1 provides that no Prime Minister, Minister, d,, sball enter into negotia- 
tions about oil having afficial or legal parity with any foreign Goveruments or 
with auy oil companica or any parson or igh any agreement connected with oi 
‘Articlo2, however, permit the Prime Minister atid tho Cabinet to discuss the sale 
of oil and manner in which Persian Government should exploit and manage its 
oil deposits b form the: lis of such conversations. Article 3 fixes 
Penalty for infringement of this law at solitary confinement for from three to 

years and permanent dismissal from Government service. 


(B 7424/6058 /34) (a) 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kon —(Received 4th December.) 


) Tehran, Ath December, 1944 
UTY Rahimian tried 3rd December to find backers for a Bill providing 
for cancellation of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company concession, He found none 
and no other arrangement, so project was dropped. 
2. “Rt, who is a member for Ruchan at Eastern end area over which Russians 
demanded éxploring rights, is not officially a member of Tu party. but he 
‘owes his election entirely to Russians, 


(E7439 /6058/34) (13) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—{Received 5th December.) 
(No=1290.) 
(Telegraphic,) Tehran, 5th December, 1944. 

MY telegram No. 1236. 

Mr. Harriman happened to call on the Soviet Ambassador just after receipt 
of news of passing of the Oil Concession Bill by Majlis, He tells me that Masi- 
mov was very angry and Kavtaradze, though more contained in his language, was 
equally definite in his opinion that this rebuff could not he accepted. Maximov 
suggested to Harriman that the law was directed against America and Russia 
since Great Britain already had a concession, but Harriman said that his Gover 
‘ment were not interested in that but. in the application of the declaration aboot 
Persia and the independence of small nations. Maximoy’s line was that the land 
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of the country was owned by 300 families, that Majlis represented only 5 per cent. 
of the population and that the Government must become more democratic. 
Harriman gained the impression that Maximov intended to exercise influence over 
the next elections, 

2. L understand that Tudeh Deputies opposed the Bill and mustered only 
7 votes whereas about 80 voted for it 


(E 7425/6058 /34] (16) 


Sir R. Bullaril to Mr. Bden—{Received 4th December’) 
(No. 1291.) 
(Telegrapiiie,) Tehran, 4th December, 1944, 

WASHINGTON telegram No. 6426, 

Harriman saw Shah to-day. By agreement with American Ambassador who 
was present he informed the Shah that United States Government had expressed 
to Soviet Government its concern at crisis in Persia. He added, however, that 
while States Government and presumably British Government viewed the 

atter with concern and sympathy it was a Persian-Russian problem, 

2, who gave me this account of interview found Shah firm if 
anxious, ‘The Shah was particularly worried at reports that demonstrators had 
been collected in Russian lorries for meetings in horthern towns which talked 

i autonomy though he claimed that spectators showed no interest. Harr 
had then told Shab that Persian Government could not expect sympathy wuless 
they could offer the population prospects which could compete with those held 
out by Russian sympathisors, Shah agreed. I told Harr Thad been giving 
Shah and Persian military authorities similar warnings for three year and that 
'n particular T suggested to them long ago that in order to forestall demands for 
autonomy which they feared might be received from northern provinces they 
should spontaneously apply to all provinces provision in Constitution for creation 
of provincial councils 

aH. refereed to his interview with Maxon (my telegram No. 1290) and 
again spoke of M.'s anger and of determination of M- to express that Persian 
Government and. Majlis should be made more" democratic.” My fear is that 
M. has been told by his Government that he can only redeetn the mistake he made 
by bringing off success, and that he is therefore prepared to vo to any lengths 
to secure oil concession. His latest measure is to demand from Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs suppression of five of leading newspapers which have opposed 
Russian demand. 


(E 7525 /180/34) (17) 
‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden.—{Received 8th December.) 
(No. 1912.) 
(Telographic.) Tehran, 8th December, 1944 
MY telegram No, 1291 
Tudeh broadsheet published ‘Tel 
tho Rursian policy. 


1 laws into opera 
Saed and exile of 


with congratulations to freedom lovers of Persia from 
Central United Council [group omitted} workinen, workers and toilers of Persia 
and.a promise of active support. 
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(E 7546/6088 /38) (18) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Receined 10th December.) 
(No. 1816) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, 10th December, 1944. 

ALY telegram No, 1291. 

According to new Minister for Foreign Affairs Intizam with whom I have 
just had my first intereview, Maximov and Kavtoradze called on the Prime 
Minister on 7th December, and Maximoy read from a paper statement to the 
effect that the Soviet Government were dissatisfied with relations between the two 
countries and that the passing of the Oil Concession Bill had increased the 
ifliculties. Kavtoradze informed the Prime Minister that he was leaving for 
Moscow by first aircraft. He is in fact leaving to-day. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs is secing him off at the airfield. 

As the United States Ambassador is informing the Prime Minister of 
the approach of United States Ambassador in Moscow to the Soviet Government 
about the crisis here (this is in addition to message given to the Shah by Harriman) 
T told the Minister for Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's Government had 
expressed to the Soviet Government, both in Moscow and through the Soviet 
Ambassador in London, their concern at the crisis and their desire for inform 


(1B 7546/6058 /34) 
Mr. Eden to Sir R. Bullard ( 


Foreign’ Office, 18th December, 194. 
YOUR telegram No. 1316 of 9th December 
With Kavtaradze's departure there may be a tall in the Soviet-Persian dis 


pute, but in view of Soviet attitude as described by Soviet. Ambassador in your 
telegram under reference, no long respite can be expected, and Russians ‘may 
well return to the charge shortly. 

2. Persians have been able to resist the first Russian attack largely because 
it was clumsily made. Russiaus cannot be expected to repeat their mistakes, and 
it seems likely that when they renew pressure on the Persian Government they 
will do so by more insidious means, "They may, for instatice, try to blackniail 
Persian Government by means of threat of social disturbances or separatist move: 
ments in northern provinces (compare your telegrams No, 1312 of 8th December 
and No, 1820 of 10th December), 

1k therefore seems important that Persian Government should consider 
gelly means ty which dey can improve their position vitd-rir of Soviet 
merninent hefore pressure is resumed. In particular, it seems desirable that they 
should (a) take immediate steps to implement meastires of social reform on the 
ines advocated by Mr. Harriman and yourself (your telegram No. 1201 of 
4th December), (b) take steps granted under the powers granted by article 9 of the 
Bill reported im your telegram No. 1284 of rd December which would show that 
they are serioudly. contemplating alternative methods of exploiting Persian oi 
deposits. Mr. Butler spoke in the above sense to Persian Ambassador, who called 
on 13th December to say that the new Government intended to continbe their 
predecessor's policy, and to seek information as to the action which His Majesty's 
Government bind taken in Moscow. Tf Persian Government do nothing waite 
tions indicated Russians could represent their attitnde as being purely obstructive 
and dog-in-the-manger. Tt is therefore essential that Persian Government should 
lose no time in taking. action 

4. If you see no objection please speak to the Shah and Persian Prime 
Minister in this sense. I should at the same time be grateful for your observations 
‘on the action which Persian Governinent can most usefully take tnder paragraph 
30) 

5. For your own information it is unlikely that Persian Government will be 
able indefinitely to debar Russians from participation in some form or other in 
the exploitation of oil deposits in North Persia. But they can hope to postpone 
negotiations until such time as these can take place in conditions which would 
enable Persian Government to obtain reasonable terms, ie.. after the withdrawal 
‘of Soviet troops. y off until then, it is important 
Gat the shonld lose ‘no opportunity of strengthening their case and that their 
general line of action should be one which would justify support of His Majesty's 
Government shonld this again be required 
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[E 7850/189/34) (20) 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Eden —(Receieed 1th December.) 
(No. 1820.) 
r Tehran, 10th December, 1944. 


barracks and few police were se 

2. His Majesty's Consul-General adds, while Tadeh accounts are exagger- 
ated to cover disappointment at the poor attendance, they appear to show that 
‘Dudoh are serious 18 their intention to set up provineial coumetls in Azerbaijan 


(B 7623/6058 /34) el) 
‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Receieed 12th December.) 
(No, 3825), 
(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegram No, 1316, 
jian Government aro very nervous and their anxiety was increased when 
Kavtondze evaded all attempts of Ministry for Foreign Affairs to have a meeting 
for discussion with. Kavtoradze before he left 
2, Russians have now given Court a hint by declaring on Moscow radio that 
‘Mla ae well as Saed was behind the law about ofl concessions, 
In my telegram No, 120) I mentioned what Harriman described as a 
clumsy attempt by Maximay to cause dissension between British and Americans 
‘According to. United States Ambassador [1 group omitted] is continuing thix 


Tehran, 12th December, W944 


policy though in a slightly more discreet way. Same note is struck in a venomous 
article about British policy in Belgium, Italy and Greece in which it is suggested 


that it American troops had not been’ present in Rome blood of Italian people 
would. have heen shed like Greeks. : 
4. Tudeh newspaper Rahbar published 10th December leading article from 
which following points are taken, Kaytorndze has left Persia because po Persian 
thority would even consider his proposals and because the ruling classes were 
Wo his difficulties, Object of Russian Government was not. to obtain 
Pe oncession, but to, prevent imperialist, influence in, Persia. Who 
Could guarantee that here might not appear another dictator like Reza Khan 
who stifled all democratic. tendencies and friendly feelings towards Russia! 
Soviet Government had not made so many sacrifices only to find another reaction- 
ary barrier erected against her and a Government like the hired Government of 
Poland or the dictatorsbip Reza established. If after the war armies of the three 
Powers left Persia, only the influence of Russia would in fact be removed for as 
everyone knew Persian Government, Majlis and politicians did not belong to the 
ersian people but were merely agents, with io will of their own. The Majlis 
and Dr. Musaddiq had not done away with the problem, bat only removed it from 
‘competence of Persian Gavernment and handed it over to foreign circles 
5. A few days ago a Caucasus Armenian was murdered before witnesses 
by five masked men, At least seven Caucasians murdered ot disappeared about 
three years azo, and there was another batch of cases two years ago. Whether, 
‘as the public believe, Soviet authorities were connected. with these incidents of 
fot, the latest murder is being taken by many Persians as a warning. 


UE 7654/6058 /34) (22) 
Sir R. Bullard, to Mr. Eden—(Receiced 14th December) 
(No. 1980.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, 14th December, 144 
MY telewram No. 1325, ¢ 
‘The Persian Prime Minister informs me that the newspaper which published 
offensive article on British policy in Greece, &c., viz, A zhir, is to be suspended 
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2. While Maximor was ill, Avaloy, the counsellor, asked whether anythin; 
‘could be done to moderate the tone of the press, He agreed campaign priced 
begun by Tudeh papers, which he volunteered had enhanced reputation of Saed by 
the violence of their attacks. For my view I said I had always been in favour of 
moderation in the press and avoidance of personalities and that T would sugyeat 
to the Prime Minister that he should begin by recommending moderation to 
journalists of all parties. I did sn, but Maximov chose rather to demand (with 
success) the suppression of three newspapers which supported Saed pol 

3. . During the last feve weeks newspapers on both sides have been suppressed, 
but the Military Governor, in spite of the fact that he is the best and most coura- 

cous we have had, has allowed alll pro-Russian papers to reappear, whereas 

several on the other side have bad to adopt subterfuge of appearing under another 
ate. is reason when Azhir published venomous attack on British policy 
in Greece, T informed the new Minister for Foreign Affairs that the attitude of 
the new Government to this article would be a test ca 

4. Prime Minister assures me that he intends to check the violence of the 
ress of all parties, but T shall be surprised if he proves to be able to apply this 
Policy impartially 


(E 7054/6088 /34 


_ Sif R. Bullard to Mr. Baden —(Réceived 14th December.) 
{Feigeaptic) 
(Telegraphic. Tehran, 14th December, 

“MF telogram No, 1390, fens! 

Thave received the following additional information from the Persian Prime 
Minister. Maxisnov also said that the Soviet Government expected oil concession 
law to be amended but auguested as an alternative that the Shah should refuse 
to ratify the law. The Prime Minister pointed out the difhiculties attending these 
suggestions, but said that the law permitted the Persian Government to discuss 
the sale of oil. M, said that the Persian Government had no capital for 
exploitation of oil and that the only practical way was the one the Soviet Govern- 
ment had proposed. The Prime Minister reminded him that the late Shah built 
the railway out of [group undecypherable: 1 Persian] money, 

2. Since the demonstration at Tabriz on the Ist. December there have been 
no more demonstrations and no telegrams of protest have been addressed to the 
Government. The Prime Minister believes with some reason that the Tudeh are 
waiting while the Soviet Gi ‘make up their mind after hearing K.'s 
report what to do nest, 


(E 7654/6058 /34) 


Sir R Bullard 10 Mr. Eden —(Reveived 14th December.) 

re iA) 

(Telegraphic.) ‘ehran, 14th December, 
ara i ay Tehran, 1th December, 1944, 
In its issve of 19th December Persian newspaper published by Soviet 

Embassy reports the following statement which K. is alleged to have made to 

gertain Deputies aout his parting conversation with ‘the Persian Prime 

‘Minister :— 


capitalist 
the 
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(1 7697/6058 /34) (25) 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received 5th December) 
(No; 1340. Secret.) 
(Telegraphie.) 

MY telegram No. 1323. 

Minister of Court has brought message from the Shah saying how much His 
Majesty admired Mr. Churchill's speech about Greece in the House of Comons 
and the determination it expressed not to allow a minority to impose its will on 
the country by foree. ‘The Shah, according to Ala, feared that some such attempt 
might be made here with sapport from the outside. 

2. Eveuts in Greece are being utilised by the pro-Russian press, which, in 
articles of the greatest virulence, draws parallels between what interuatioua 
reactiouiary capitalists and imperialists are alleged to be doing in liberated 
countries and what Saed, Saiyid Zia and their “masters” are represcuted 13 
having tried to do here, vir. : to hold down mass of Persixn people who demand 
Closer relations with Russia, the defender of freedom. This propaganda is not 
without effect on the public, but it is perhaps of more ise to the Soviet authorities 
‘as providing them with an exense for any policy they may decide to adopt here in 
defence of * rights of oppressed majority.” 

3. Persian authorities are very nervous, have tales that, Russians 
have within the last few months rented large premises in various parts of Tehran 
fand that in all of them are garrisoned troops ready, they suggest, to intervene 
if the Government tries to repress disorder created ‘by ‘Tudeh. Russians have 
undoubtedly rented a number of houses for undefined purposes, but if they wish 
to intervene in street disturbances, they do not teed special premises for the 
purpose, Tt seems to me that the easiest course is for them to encourage autono 
twotiv move in Azerbaijan. Provision in the Constitution for provineial cou 
‘and the admitted neglect of the provinces and particularly ‘of Azerbaijan by 
Persian Government provides quite good pretexts, while the leadership taken by 
‘Averbaljan in the constitutional stroggle againa the cotral Gorerninent and 
‘Twarint Russian influence nearly forty years ago aflords a valuable precedent which 
would enable the Russians to fake au aie of verisimilitude to an otherwise uncon: 
Vincing narrative. Nothing that the Russian could carry off successfully. Is 
excluded, but something Uhat would look well to "advanced "circles in. Great 
Iritain and Amerien would probably be preferred. Persian Government tay, 
however, out of fear of lack of skill iu neyotiation make such forms af pressure 
nuperfiuons, by entrusting effective control of exploitation of the northern oil to 
the Ruskian experts working for a nominal Persian company. 


Tehran, Vth December, W944. 


(E 7822/6058 /34) (26) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—(Receieed 21st December) 

1356.) 

legeapic) Tehran, 212t December, 1944. 

LY telegram No, 1337 and your telegram No, 848. 

Soviet Ambassador has informed the Persian Prime Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that according to telegraphed instructions which he bas 
riveived from Moscow Soviet Government share the opinion expressed by 
Kavtorndze on eve of his departare from Tehran and that nothing has occurred 
since to cause them to change their mind. ‘This means that relations with 
U.SS.R. cannot be good until oil concession law has been amended. 

2%. T have spoken strongly to the Shah and: Prime Minister on lines laid 
down in your paragraph 3. Shah has always pressed for reforms including the 
breaking up of big estates (he has no estates) and heartily. welcomed your 
recommendation on this point, Prime Minister foresees excellent results not 
expected by mauy other people from transfer of Millspaugh's economic powers 
to himself or his nominees which he hopes to bring about and claims to have 
planned to distribute essential ities to rural and tribal areas. He 
professes to be ready to break up State lands into small holdings especially for 
persons displaced by plan he hs in mind to have fewer but betier paid oficial 

‘3. Both the Shah and Prime Minister said they realised that northern oil 
could not be left undeveloped indefinitely. Prime Minister said that he had 
already planned a Bill for presentation to Majlis providing for the formation of 
44 Persian company to bore for oil. He did not seem to think it mattered that in 
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Wartime it might be difficult to find foreign experts, other than Russian, British 
and American. Persia, he said, possessed’ experts—by which he appeared to 
mean Persians trained by Angio-Tranian Oil Company. I asked whether a 
survey would be made to determine establishment of sites for borings and Prime 
‘Minister said that borings would he made at two sites indicated in papers handed 
by Amiranian Company. ‘This company abandoned its concession activities, T 
understand, not becanse they found no oil, but because it conld not profitably 
be brought to Persian Gulf, 

4. “T did not feel that the Prime Minister appreciated the difficulty: of 
exploiting oil deposits, Many Persians suspect. however, that he proposes to 
give Russians a concession in everything but name. It will doubtless be necessary, 
4s you point out, to give Russians an interest in northern oil, but [group unde: 
eyphei 1 Majlis} seems likely to be jealous as to the manner and extent of 
Russian participation. Whether Bayat’s Government will survive long enough 
to accomplish anything is uncertain, He has a wire-puller’s majority in Majlis 
fat present, but no one forecasts long life for his Cabinet. If, however, he seems 
to be making genuine attempt to solve the two problems stated in your above- 
mentioned telegram, we should do nothing to accelerate his fall, for every Cabinet 
crisis tends to weaken Government in general in Persia 

5. Last sentence af your paragraph 4. Thope to reply in two or three days 


(B 7887 /6058/34) 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Receieed 22nd December.) 
(No. 1363.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
MY telegram No. 1825, paragraph 2 
In a speech in the Majlis on the 19th December, Dr. Musaddiq denied that he 
‘had any communication with Saed, or Ala, or Saiyid Zia, or, indeed, anyones before 
tabling his Oil Concession Bill, He admitted that one of the things that 
prompted his action was a leader in The Times. This was, doubtless, the feading 


‘ehvan, 2nil December, 1044. 


Article of the Srd November. Suggestion of The Timer that IRamin ought not. to 


have acted in Persia as she did withont consulting Britain and America 
has been interpreted by some newspapers as a hint that the three Powers should 
dispose of Persian oil between themselves. 

2 Musaddiq defended his action in refusing tw back the Bill for cancel: 
lation of Anglo-Iranian Oil Company's concession (my telegram No, 1289) 
Existing agreements coald not be cancelled by unilateral action or there would 
next be a Bill for cancellation of Persian-Soviet Treaty of 1021, Musaddiq 
concluded by dealing with demand for a policy of equilibritim by which aapporters 
of Russia mean that because the British have a concession the Russians ought to 
have one. Persia must not try to settle old accounts with her neighbours hy 
taking away what js cotsidered too mich oF by giving to others on’ the ground 
that they have received too little. Policy of “* passive balance” requires that in 
fature nothing shall be given to any Government if it involves harm to Persian 
interests 


(1 7943 /6058/34) (23) 


Sir R, Bullard to Mr. Kdon—(Received 20th December.) 
(No. 1384) 


(Telegraphic) 
‘OUR telegram No. 848. 

It is.a question whether Russian participation in exploitation of Persian 
can ever be reasonable. For Russia to bay surplus of North Persian oil. on 
reasonable terms would be easy since world prices afford a criterion. When it 
comes to exploitation no Persian Government except one nominated by the 
Russians will ever regard this as reasonable, not merely bacanse terms cannot. be 
‘competitive (since Russian demand is for exelnsive rights in the north), but for 
reasons which ean be summarised as follows :/any Soviet company or organisation 
is a branch of Soviet Government and exploitation of oil deposits in Persia by any 
such company or organisation would involve encroachment an Persian sovereignty. 
(Fact that His Majesty's Government have @ controlling financial interest. in 
‘Anglo-Tranian Oil Company doce not in reality constitute a parallel, and is not 


Tehran, 2th December, 1944. 
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regarded by Persians as doing 90; they are well aware that despite British 
gprermental shareholding Anglo-Iranian Oil Company is not » branch of Hip 
fajesty’s Government). No great Power, and no other Power which was out of 
Russia's reach, would permit such encroachment and if Persia has to submit. it 
Will be because she is weak and becanse assurance in Tripartite Treaty of 1042 
and Three-Power Declaration about Persia which was made at. Tebran Conference 
fare. worthless. Even mere. participation by the Russians in exploitation of 
northern olf means effective Russian control of exploitation since other partner 
, could. not, withstand Russian pressure. Control of explol- 

Ives control of oil area. It is.a short step from this to control of 

by Russians and after that independence of Persia is gone. 

2. In my opinion this Persian reasoping is correct. In peace time it could 
be used with effect since the pres of the world would take it up, but i canned he 
used now at the moment of greatest need. Russian pressure in the north is 
tremendous, and whereas at first Russians demanded oil knowing, doubtless, that 
political control would follow, they have now reversed the process and are using 
measures little short of political control in order to obtain oil 

4, To keep oil question simmering until foreign have gone it is not 
sufficient to form a Persian company, since it is agreed that it is exploitation 
that matters and one of the Russian arguments is her need. for security, 
i, ussurance against establishment of potential hostile influence in Northern 
Persia, Only suggestion [ have heard that holds out any hope is that Persian 
Government shoal te Soviet Government to choose, to assist Persian Govern- 
ment in exploitation of their northern oil resources, experts from any country 
F countries neutral in the matter, i, any but Great Britain, United States and 
USSR, Persian Government would probably have to retain right of veto lest 
Soviot Government should select politically undesirable (group undecypherable} 
trained by them at Baku; but high standard of education and «kill requi 
would act as a filter to some extent. 

4. should be glad to know ax soon as possible whether you approve of this 
‘woggestion, 

Tt cannot be denied that unless she obtains concession in the north, 
Rustin will attempt to secure cancellation of Anglo-Iranian Oil. Company's 
‘conceusion in the south and may well prove snovessful. Against this risk, how- 
‘evor, must be set far graver risks inherent in ber obtaining of northern concession 
For reasons sot forth above this would lead eventually to termination of Persia's 
independence and hence incidentally termination of Anglo-Lranian Oil Company. 
Bat oven before this happened Russia could, and in my opinion would, use her 
concessionary powers in the north to rendor position of Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company impossbe,¢. by renning northern concwaion on an unesononic bait 
‘which would distupt Anglo-ranian Oil Company labour market: and she would 
ako be able to export Baku oil at cut-throat competitive rates by using Persian 
il for her internal needs. Apart from their intrinsic advantages to Russia, such 
Preliminary mancuvres would facilitate achievement of her ultimate objective 


(1B 4471/155/34) No. 12. 
Mr. Lagceltes to Mr. Eden.—(Received 27th July.) 


(No, 728) 
(Telegraphic Tehran, 27th July, 1044 
1S Majesty's Ambussador's telegrams Nos. 458 an 614 
Persian Government to-day published as from themselves a long communiqué 
(ett follows by bag) which Tally establishes the guilt of both Kashani and 
faubakht in fifth column activities. = 
2. “Both these persons had broken down under interrogation (in Kashani « 
‘case upon production of a letter from him to Rashid Ali and Mufti in Berlin) 
and Persian members of joint commission had perforce to neglect cogent evidence 
T therefore proposed iseaing a joint communiqué, for which there are preosients, 
‘and submitted draft. ‘The Prime Minister however insisted on cutting out all 
joint nature of the interrogation and of the fact that the Persian 
tisfied regarding the findings. Héalso insisted on a twilateral 
1ué ostensibly in order to assume full responsibility before 
‘Majlis but in reality, we suspect, in order to make it appear as though the Govern~ 
ment were merely acting at our dictation. Furthermore he watered down the 
text by omitting a passage implicating Qawam es Saltaneh and references to 
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“ guilt of the accused (on rounds that only a legally constituted court could 
establish the guilt), He and the Cabinet have shown moral cowardice throughout 
the discussions but even in its present form communiqué is sufficiently damning 
for our purposes. 

3. The Government are under strong pressure to bring Kashani and 
Naubakht to Tebran for internment and to allow them various privileges. 
Internees at Tehran are inadequately guarded (one of them has even been able to 
secure publication in the press of articles attacking the Prime Minister himself) 
and in these cireumstances I propose to resist all proposals for further transfers 
from Sultanabad at least until the security has been radically improved. 1 am 
also protesting strongly to the Prime Minister at the release on his personal 
instehctions of a nuaaber of internees before we bad obtained the Persian Govern- 
ment’s written assurance for which we had asked that they would not be 
re-employed on the railway 





$880 / 155/38) No. 13. 
Mr. Lascelles to Mr. Bden.—{Recvived Vth August.) 


(No, 34. Saving.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, 2th July, WW. 

TILE following is a summary of a report which the investigation authorities 
ave, ubmited. 10, the Cabinet aboat: Seyyid Abul Quam eshani and 
Naubakht -— 


Habibullah Naubakht said that just before the Japanese Mission left Persia 
ho was told by the Japanese Minister that a German had remained behind after 
the events of Shahrivar. He discovered later that this was Franz Mayr when 
he met him along with Mobammned Hassein Hissam-Viziri and Hussein Neivandi 
at the latter's house in the Khiabaneh Shahpour. The first political discussion 
‘Naubakht admitted to having with the Mayr group was a week ot wo lator at 
the house of Sayid Naghibzadch Mushayekh. He said that Franz, Mey, 
Mohammed Hassein Hissam-Vaziri, Sayid Abul Qasim Kashani and: Abmad 
Namdar (representing General Zahidi) were prowent and that they dncwned the 
Founding of a new society called the Hisb-i-Mellic. Naubakht- had several more 


siestings with the Vasil and Mayy and learnt that a German colleagne of Mayr 
Ber 


called Berthold Schulze, who was a major in the Luftwafle, wax to go to joint 
Qushgai tribe. Naubakht admitted to having accompanied this man on the 
journey and said that when they reached: their destination Schulze produved 
Tadio transmitting set, which he had brought with him. On his return, Naubalht 
Sontinged to keep i tooch with Maye unt he went down to the wuth again. It 
was while he was returning from this journey that he heard, in Isfahan, how a 
German had had a quarrel with his Armenian collaborator, that a suitcase full 
of documents had come into the jon of the Allies, and that General Zabidi 
lad been arrested. Since he knew that Mayr had had relations with Zahid 
inferred that the German was no other than Mayr, . Worried about, what 
happened, he accepted Vaziri’s invitation to meot Mayr again, when, Vaziri saw 
hhim again in Tehran and told him that Mayr had been able to escape to the capital 
At this meeting with Mayr, which took place at the Dowshantappeh, Gate in 
closed car, Mayr and Naubakht discussed the arrival of German chutists who 
had landed at Siah Kuh and in the Qashgai country, Mayr informed Nauhakht 
that be intended to send some of these parachuiists. to. the Bakhtiari tribe, 
Naubakbt was in contact with Mayr up. to the time of the latter's arrest. in 
‘August 1943 and his statement. implicated many of Mayr's collaborators, ineluding 
Sayid Abul Qasim Kashani as well as detenus now in the internment camp of the. 
Imperial Tranian Government, . 

svyid Abul Qasim Kashani admitted to having written a letter which is now 


note on the back of one of his visiting cards, which is in the possession of the 
‘Allies, and which he addressed to Javad Aliabadi, Mayr's henchman now in 
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detention. . This card was found in Isfaban in an envelope addressed to Mayr. 
Finally Kashani said he had heard from Geueral Aghevill of the arrival of the 
German parachutists at Siah Kuh 

Besides conducting these enquiries, the investigating authorities examined 
several documents in the handwriting of Mayr, Schulze and Vaziri which showed 
‘he important part both Naubakht and Kashani hed played inthe ffth column 

‘The investigating authorities were satisfied that Habibullah Naubakht and 
Sayid Abul Qasin Kashani were collaborating with Germans who were working 
against. the interests of the Allies at the time when—ss had been publicly 
announced in the press and on the radio—every Persian was in duty bound to 
report to the Persian Police the unauthorised presence of any German. 
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Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Received 23rd October.) 
0. 395.) 
ir, Tehran, 10th October, 1044 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of a letter which has been 
sent to the United States Ambassador in Tehran by Dr. Millspaugh about the 
Soviet proposal to obtain rice from Persia in exchange for piece-goods and 
miscellaneous articles, 

2. We are no nearer than we were when your telegram No. 421 of the 
13th July was despatched to securing Russian co-operation in economic matters 
tifecting Persia, The Soviet Embassy have atl recived no reply to the British, 
American proposals that there should be set up in Tehran a Higher Supplies 
Committee on which Soviet representatives, as well as representatives of Persia, 
Great Britain and the United States, would sit. The information given. in 
Dr. Millspaugh’s letter reveals—or rather confirms, for we knew it before—one 
reason for the delay: the Soviet Government cannot afford to have their shabby 
commervial methods discussed by an international body. Economic imperialism 
never showed itself in a meaner light than in the policy of the Soviet Government 
in this country since the occupation, 

3% Soviet Russia was a considerable customer of Persia during the period 
between the two wars, taking rive, sheep and on ccoasion wool, cotton and other 
raw materials, and when, owing to a dispute as to terms, the Soviet Government 
rofiised to renew the commercial agreement in July 1935, the Persians considered 
ita disaster, and so did the Shah, who depended on Russia as a market for much 
of the rice grown on his estates’ Moreover, having made ordinary commerci 
tranactions nlmont impossible by his absurd exchange regulations the Shah had 
to depend to a great. extent on, barter—a procedure which placed him at the 
meroy of Germany and Russia. ‘The Russians have taken full advantage of their 
position as a Power, if not in occupation, at least much in evidence in the north 
of Persia, to ncqutire goods and local currency on terms favourable to them. The 
Persian Government would have been glad if the Soviet Government could have 
refrained from buying and cattle daring the last year or two, but the 
purchase went on. ‘Thix embassy has reported more than once, as have various 
consular posts in Persia, how the Soviet authorities sell to merchants piece-goods, 
ugar and other goods ut the higheet Feasible prices, thereby helping to keep wp 
prices and to embarrass the Persian Government and the American advisers in 
their effort to bring about a fall in the cost of living: winning the support of the 
merchants whom they favour with their and making large sums in rials, 
some of which certainly go to subsidise that part of the press which is hostile to 
His Majesty's Government, to Anierica and to the American advisers 
Dr. Millspatigh now reveals the dilemma in which he finds himself : either he 
ust accept a barter arrangement as ruinous as the one which was forced on 
Persia last year, or else the goods which be refuses to accept at the prices fixed 
by the Soviet authorities will be sold direct to the merchants with the results 
‘which Thave mentioned above. The Russians would ly retreat if faced 
the prospect of a full statement in the Majlis followed by the of the 
‘anor i th Tehran pres, ut ey know quite wel tht the terror which attends 
them will prevent any such exposure of t} ‘ary and greedy attitude, an 
that, while Keoping ellence aboot Russian ill-treatment and efen praising Roseia 
for real or imaginary virtues, Persians will eagetly rush into print to accuse 
Great Britain and America of interference in their affairs, of lack of it 
and of any other crime that comes into their heads or the heads of t 
pay them. 
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4. It is particularly galling to know that the sugar whi 
x ly to know vhich the Soviet 
‘authorities have sold in this country in large quantities is alssoat certainly Lend- 
bare, Sasa. 1 do not think that there is any doubt that it is Lend-Lease sugar, 
x even if it were not, it could only be at best Russian sugar set free by the 
Tenet of a corresponding quantity of sugar under Lend-Lease arrangements 
is said that the United States Government have hitherto shown indifiereme 
10 the fate of Lend-Lease goods supplied to Russin so long’ as they reached 
Russian hands the obligation of the Wurter States Government been 


discharged, and it was for the Russians to decide how they should bo 
, we ie LAs 
Dr. Mllspangh points out, hoseras’ fata policy upeote comply our 


Mil 
attempts to strike a fair balance between Persia's needs: and world 
The American and British forces are desperately short of Wren, Gee 
Apberition that Russia needs tyres, supplies are denied to Persin (as to other 
Alhed countries) except in strictly-controlled quantities, even for some urgent 
Te rmmsnised as such by. the American advisers to the Persian Government, 

we Russians sell to private individuals in Persia tyres received under Lend-Lease 
Fragen of many hundreds per cent. These tyres are then used not for pu 
judged to be essential, ¢.g., carrying grain, but by private individuals whe can 
cand, Teenver the immense cost by running as piraies and carrying opiam or any 
m4 Private Cron) Lat can Lat the highest ch ! 

Given the situation which T have described, it is amusing to learn, 
asking for an oil concession recently, the Russians are reported te hove sat on 
‘on the reply might depend the economic relations between the two vountries, Tt 
is doubtful whether Persia ever gained much by her exchanges with Russia, and 
With a slight increase in the level of prosperity of her own people she, tou 
Probably consume all the food-stufls and raw material that sho'has hitherto 
exported to Russia. However, so long as Rassia wants to buy from Persia, the 
Persians are not likely to refuse to allow them to do a0. Nor, a8 T have said will 
they use the best. weapon of defenice—publicity, thongh it is presutned that after 
the war American, if not British, Journalists will have sme intresting rovelations 
to make about the bebaviour of the Russians in North Persia, "Tho sale of xugar 
and Lend-Lease tyres should interest the American public. 
have, &e, 
RM. BULLARD, 
re etna 


ilosure ia No. 14. 
Dr. Miltepaugh to Mr, Morris, 


‘30th September, 1944. 
1 Soviet 


Principle, these barter transactions are unsound, 
to the disadvantage of the weaker country. 
bought goods from them at a big loss to the ian Government; and we do not 
insand Co repeat auch a transaction this year. ‘The Government 
With us on this policy. We are willing to sell tho rice at a fair price and buy 
the piece-goods at fair price; but we are not willing to buy taisellancoun goods 
¢ is practically certain, however, that we cannot reach an agreement on goods or 
Prices: ae the Soviet Trade Delegation finds itself able to make conalgeraie 
‘You should, I feel, take into consideration the fact that the Soviets have sold 
WERE and tyres (Lend-Lease, it may be assumed) on the Persian black-market 
‘We have, as you know, little or no control over their imports in the north and, 
if these goods are imported as military goods, we have no control over them in 
sou 
It would appear that any. sugar or cotton piece-goods imported hy the 
fprots with our agreement and tranefered 10 us od aed shoals Be tale 
"ersia’s quota; but, if such importations are not delivered to us 
sold in the black-market, but are nevertheless deducted from ger aes 
Would obviously be to destroy our distribution programme. We cannot, of 
take responsibility for any monopoly goods that are illegally imported ‘aod cold 
by the Soviets. Such importations and sales would be because ol majeure 
And in contravention of the guarantees’ of sovereignty given by, ther Allies te 
‘Would quite obvionsly be unfair for M-ES.C. to deduct any. cach ‘importations 
(30547) ® 
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from the quota. _Betsia should not be penalised for being fp weak to enforce 
{ts laws and regulations against one of the Allies. In view of Persia's weatiess 
it would seem appropriate for the Allies, and particularly the United States, 
raveat the misuse of Lend-Laase shipments to Russia und to prevent lik 
Risruption by one of the Allies of a programme of quotas, rationing and distr, 
than that has been accopted by the other Allies and is incinded within the 
ights of this count eee 
ee na probable that ve can male o agro his yea with the Soviets 
slative ta the sale of rice or the purchase of goods. If so, wil be ta 
Teethall permit them to buy rice in the north directly from the growers: nd 
sont probably hey wll el eh ANG fe bane ranted rela Tepors 
ulations, Du 3¢ Ta days T have recei a 

2 Eom gtiating making sales of considerable quantities of sugar 
in the Tehran black-market 

inthe Tehran cnow the sitoation, since it appears that it conceras all three 
Allies, and particularly the United States. 

c 


ILUSPAUGH, 


‘Administrator-General of the Finances, 


eT ah ae 


[E 6800/189/34) No. 15. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden.—(Received Oth November’) 
as Tehran, 18ch October, 10H 
ly, T have the honoa 
vir r despatch No, 281 of the 6th July, 
oe to you herein geport on events in Persia during the monthe of Ju 
‘August and September 1044 


American Afjaira and the American Adeivory Missions. 


i hassador, Mr. Leland 
2 long-heralded arrival of the new American Amt eit? = 
Marti pe 4 place on the 12th August. His Majesty’ i Ley rt) 
wok an early opportunity to emphasise to him the urgent need for Gs Lees 
the views and policies of the “American “Advisers to the Persian ores = 
Tf the ambassador had come with any instructions in that a, ae Le 
reveal the fact, but he seemed 1 te impressed by - argunents nadia Prt Ia 
Te adinitted the need for revision of the policy. w! heavier were Ie 
by ites authorities to fend for eee om es a . 
Fnited, States Government 
‘American Embassy, whe 
‘States Government bad 
iy garded as ours: mer 
to convince the State Department of U 
tte Higteh to back the Kmerigan Adie 6 f9F 
something homogeneous to bac i 3 
sad Fe BE Sere in my oo ch under reference, the beige “ Cae 
ment decided early in July to thw De. Milpaogh continue wih Hi exiti 
yy No--the idea being to give him a last chance 
oe a ck, however, fell steady during the subset weeks and 
early in August His Majesty's ‘Chargé qd Affai 3 he: appear 
be accomplishing nothing which would justify 
service. Dr. Millspaugh injared his ‘repul 
interview granted to a Tehran newspaper 
see that the United States was the only coun 7 
freedom and that 3f hie mission had not heen present in 
i have bay ol a a Re 
Se ce paltik to the occupation of North and South Persia by 
the Russians and the British respectively: 9 
2) the occupation of the eountry by an international, force; 
8 a dictatorship even more rigorous than Reza ‘8, 7 
"The Soviet Ambassador thereupon to Me. Lascelles that they about 
moe oe ge ne ama ee 
i ra « dl 
whether fe consi’e"peclaration. Mir. Laaclles declined, fecling that, swh 38 


Si 
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assault on the Americans was a poor way of demonstrating an Anglo-Russian 
solidarity for which the Soviet authorities here had hitherto shown Ittle desite, 
but he undertook to remonstrate. privately with the d'affaires. When 
be did so, he found the chargé d'affaires most embarrassed and inclined to the 
View that the State Department had been awaiting just such a pretext. for 
Fecalling Dr. Millspaugh. In fact, at the end of August, the State Department 
iaformed a member af His Majesty's Embassy at Washington that Dr. Millspaugh 
had been recalled for consultation; they wished to defer a decision about 
his return to Persia until they had talked to him, but they that they thought 
it might ‘well end in Dr. Black—the second.’ in command—taking over. 
Mr. les's comment on this was that the only possible course at this stage 
was for Dr. Millspaugh to be retained in the United States om some fave sanace 
pretext and that although the fault was his in part anly, his personal postion 
Was past praying fur. Mr. Lascelles added that the new “American Ambassador 
had reached the conclusion that no foreign adviser ought. to be given the powers 
and responsibilities which were entrusted to Dr. Millspaugh, on the grounds 
that this stultified the Persian Constitution and was basically. incompatible 
wath the spint of the Atlantic Charter. Dr. Millspaugh should share these 
Fesponsibilties with tho Majlis; all decrees should be signed jointly by both, 
in the event of disagreement. the Prime Minister should decide between 
them. At this point, however, Dr, Millspaugh’s obstinacy stood him in good 
stead; he refused to go to the United States, fearing some tmp to. keep him 
tere ‘and being certain that at best his powers would be reduced during. hie 
absence; he expressed the intention to retire next. February after two years’ 
service, and meanwhile a successor should be brought out soon to be trained by 
him. The fact is that lately, owing to the war news, economic developments in 
Persia appear to be on the point of taking a favourable turn for Dr. Millspaugh 
and he is shrewd enough to sce tbat if he hangs on for a few more mouths he 
may leave with much less discredit than now. 

4. The future of all the American Advisory Missions was under review 
during the present period. The United Suites Chargé d'Aflaires told 
Mr. Lascelles at the tegianin of August that the United States, Government 

lac 


they were coavinced that Per 
wo 


an 
Government to look elsewhere. His Majesty's Government added that if the 
American Military Mission was going to be withdrawn, the Anglo-American 
lan for the supply of equipment for the Persian army, would need, to be 
reconsidered. tate Department replied that the United States Govern 
ment were not losing interest in Persia, but they bad no fixed policy of retaining 
advisory missions there. They had, for instance, always made it clear to. the 
Persian Government that American advisers must not be exposed to vilification : 
if attacked, the Persian Government must defend them, otherwise they would 
be withdrawn. and would not be replaced. The following decisions had been 
recently taken by the United States Government ;— 


(1) Colonel Schwarzkopf and his five assistants would be left for a further 
year with the gendarmerie: 

(2) Instructions would be sent to the United States Ambassador in Tehran 
to investigate whether Colonel Schwarzkopf might take over the 
police as well. 

(8) General Ridley would remain until the Ist March, 1945, by which date 
the War Department thought that: he would have done all he could 
to accomplish his task; the War Department would probably decline 
to appoint successor and were inclined to concentrate on the 
gendarmerie and police. 

[30547] 22 














§W'Atiaires cisions: was" that 
His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires’ comment on these decisions 
Colonel Schwarckopt Mt not take over the police unless he eres 
additional men of his own choosing: he had, however, been told ‘that he ae id = 
have them while the war lasted. Mr. Lascelles added that General Ridley woald 
‘not have accomplished by the Ist March, 1945, all the work covered by his contract 
‘This work comprised the drawing up of plans of organisation byte 
heads and supervising their execution; and under the majority of these hea 
even the planning stage had not heen reached. fn the opinion of the military 
attaché to his embassy such work as General eat had ee wes ey 
tindone if he left next spring.” Mr. Lascelles went on to discuss bo 
anaes of an efficient. criny would really be eeful ‘and’ necomary to Persia 
1m post-war conditions, given a reformed and larger gendarmerie. “As ng. J 
the! present Shah retained on the throve, the army would play a preponderaa 
réle in the country’s affairs and remain the chief instrument of ‘internal in “i 
for the Americans to concentrate on the gendarmerie and police would be al re 
well if they obtained an increasing. str of the revenue at the expense of the 
Shas ideas for is army the continued presence of General Riley's mission 
would not entirely. ave thi problem, but would at Joa allen satiety 
to give Colonel Schwarzkopf a fair chance. His Majesty's Government there 
ae ibe Uultat bictas Liovertioaht va Jet Colonel Schwarzkopf have his 
five extrm mes 90 as to eae hin to take ove the police. Hig Majesty's Govern: 
wien found it diel, however, to contest General Riley's estimate that te 
would have finished his work Ay? nae ee oeeet ne cae 
king whether, in the event of his task not being completed by that date, the 
Want otsee! ‘would let him stay on until he had finished. “As pe pte 
genvanmerie and police, the State Departinent red (0) that this was of fist 
Fmnportance;() that reforms should be preted before the departure ofthe Allis 
evap; (that the probable departre ot esta Bie nade it Sernle for 
notion to be started nt once, and they urged the War Dey prod 
‘Colonel Schwarzkopf. As regards General Ridley, 
{ie artes thas the War Department dl not bold cat oar hope of keping bis 
batkeyond March 1045 tls he hel recommonded iin Majeaty's Govern 
ett wk the opportunity to repeat tha the problem of co-rdinatin de wor 
‘of the American Advisers in Persia was still a pressing one, and that _ ae 
rcs of the American Missions would depend very largely on the derec of 
Cohesion whic the American Avobaasador was able to bring aboot. The State 
Department agrel to this fand said that the United States Ambassador woul 
do bis bet caitary Air Attaché haa been nppoihed to the United States Frbassy 
in Tohran and to the United States Legation in Bagelad 


Soviet Affairs 


controversy between the British and Soviet 
in: Paria sare toin hos sarlog Us period wader review. On the B0th June the 
British Joint Director of the Anglo-Soviet-Persian Censorship bad made 
following requests to his Soviet colleague >— 2 ote 
(a) That Britis Jnited States publications exported to British a 
(0) Theft Stes compantes and atest tn Peni rnpectvely sad 
ably be released. mM i 
(0) That article 6 of memorandum establishing the joint censorship should 
‘be strictly observed. (This gives exemption from censorship to 
Persian Government and to the missions of foreign Governments 
with which the British, Soviet and Persian Governments are all i 
diplomatic relations 
(@ Tat peblcatios condcened by the Soviet section shouldbe retaroed te 
the sender through the British section, 


i to Moscow for 
‘The Soviet director undertook to convey. these requests to 

instructions. When informing the Foreign Ofice of this I added that the 
Rvs should he ealled pon to jstfy their requeat for the condemnation of 
‘any British publication exported from the United Kingdom under censorship 
Jmit and that objection should be made from our side to anything coating 
Eight upon Beitith history, institations or personalities. In the course of Jul 

the British section of the Censorship acquired a competent. Russian reader, wit 
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result that they were now able to study the Russian material coming into this 
‘country. ‘The offensive material divides broadly into three categories :-— 

(@) Maps showing. the. 1941 Soviet. boundaries. . (The Soviet. section are 
suppressing all British maps showing any other Soviet boundaries, 
even though they are expressly marked as showing  pre-1030 
boundaries.) 

(%) Disparaging references to the Polish Government, (This is forbidden 
by Middle East censorship stops.) 

(©) Books criticising capitalism as exemplified by the British Empire. (The 
Serie cenaor has beew condemning a great mass of British material — 
inclading several copies of Punch—on vague ideological grotinds.) 


When two montlis had passed and the Soviet censor had still received no 
instructions from Moscow, His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires informed’ His 
Majesty's Government that retaliation alone would cure the present unsatisfactory 
situation. His Majesty's Government approved the policy of retaliation, but 
suggested that Mr. Lascelles should first try to induce the Soviet Embasty to 
call the battle off, taking the line that censorship of this kind was now out of date 
and should be discontinued, and adding n hint that this way A game that two 
could play, Asa first stop, Mr. Lascelles requested the British censor to attempt to 
settle the matter with his Soviet colleague on the basis prescribed by the Foreign 
Office. - This failed, so Mr. Lascelles took the matter up with the Soviet 
Ambassador, pointing out in addition that the discrepancy between, their 
nerpretation and ours was Naving a most undesirable effect on the Persian 
Ue was giving. thom an eatiroly one-sided picture of all. those 
Zical questions on which the Riissians and ourselves thought diflerently 
and tis could not bo allowed to go on, M, Maximov replied that before adwitticy 
that the Soviet censor was being too strict he must have copious examples of I 
methods to study, as also examples of the British censor's more liberal attitude, 
His impression wax that, on the contrary, British papers and. periodicals wore 
Highly critical of the Soviet Union, while Soviet papérs and periodicals permitted 
hemaclves no criticism of their Allies, Mr. Lascelles undlertook 10, supply 
i cria} on both points, This he did, in a letter repeating the points prescribed! 
by the Foreign Office. As it was evident, however, that the Scviet Atmbeaader 
Was playing for time, Mr. Lascelles added that in ordet to redress the present 
unequal balance pending a settlement of the controversy, he bad authoriced the 
British censor to hold up the release OF certain Soviet publications, which wee 
‘unacceptable to the British authorities on the basis of a purely political censorship 
Another point of discord was that the Soviet censor, in the course of 
Peplamber took to vetoing practically all the material provided by: the Polish 
Legation for thoir weekly broadcast of Tehran radio, 
fifo nes ht tle. end of the period under review the Persian Pri 
informed me that he was disturbed about the Soviet attitude and ace 
instance :— 
(4) The Soviet Assistant Commissar for Foreign Affairs had come to Tehran 
{to request an oil concession for the Soviet Government in North Pers 
(0) The Soviet Transport Organisation, “Lransovtrans,” was beginning to 
operate as though. it were a commercial transport company, but was 
disregarding Persian transport regulations 
(6) The Soviet authorities. had still not given permission for additional 
Persian troops to goto Rezaieh, but instead: had offered to help 
cy a Buintaip order among ibe Kurd 
( wiet hospital and school im Tabriz has been opened without the 
Permission of the Persian Government having been asked. "Thewsheet 
Nas allegedly for Soviet children only, but in point of fact Person 
subjects were also accepted, Moreover, Turki was the main language 
and Persian only subsidiary. 
(Pleate see also sections entitled “Economie Situation,” “ Transport " an 
"Oil Concessions” for further details of Russian penetration) POT” and 


Anglo-Soviet-Pertian Censorship, 


9, ‘The coutroversy with the Soviet authorities regarding the i 
sf publications on ideslogieal grounds is described ander the teatiog "ori 


10 The British authorities concerned are now mye} what should 


happen to this censorship after Germany's defeat, and the 


Director 
(30547) a 
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collected the views of thie British organisations in Persia interested in the matter- 
‘The view of this embassy is that the iterests of the security authorities concerned 
will be adequately safeguarded by a censorship covering telegrams and letters 
only. Probably, indeed, the censorship of letters could be abandoned without risk, 
singe the only subjects likely to interest the Japanese are the movements of 
shipping in the Persian Gulf and sabotage of the oil-fields, and information on the 
former subject must be transmitted rapidly to be of any use. The embassy have 
however, no great objection to the continuance of letter censorship from th 
political point of view, and it would have some theoretical justification #8 lon 
ds Tarkey and Afghanistan continue to provide bases for Japanese, diplomats 
‘The embassy aro particularly anxious, on the other hand, to abolish the political 
and ideological censorship of newspapers and periodicals, since this leads to 
Anglo Russian friction, 
Aid to Russia, 


11, The month of July beat all records for tonnage delivered to the Union 
‘€ Soviet Socialist Republics. “August and September were, also, very, heay 
Months, and in all cases the target plan figures for transport by rail and t 
‘were exceeded 

Tn July the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation commenced to hand 
over its Lend-Lease trucks to United States Motor Transport Service and the 
balance of these Lend-Lease trucks were handed over in the latter half of August, 
leaving only the Persian contractors’ vehicles, about 400, which are clearing up 
the amall balance of Aid-to-Russia cargo left over at the end of September. ‘The 
United Kingdom Commercial Corporation have therefore ceased to lift Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics’ cargo and are awaiting final instructions from London 
to ulose down their truck operations both in Western and in Eastern. Persia, 

‘Owing to the small number of ships with Aid-to-Russia cargo arriving at 
Persian Gulf ports in October Basra will not discharge any of these ships and 
the British Atmy Vebicle Asembly Plant at Rafidiyah will cease to assemble 
imported vehicles for the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

"The total target for Union of Soviet Sociatist Republics’ cargo in October 
is considerably lower than for preceding months. This is no doubt due to the 
convoys by the northern route having started again under cover of the longer 
nights, 

Polish Affairs. 


12 United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration took over 
‘the handling of the Polish evacuees from Middle East Relief and Refugee 
‘Administration during the period under review. 

‘At the opening of the period there were about 6,800 Poles in Persia 
altogether. Early in July nearly 1,200 left for India and East Africa. About 
100, mostly young girls, have left to join the Polish army. The total number 
fat present in Persia is 540, of whom about 2400 are in the Tehran area (800 
beng in the camp, the remainder in the town), 1,000 at Ahwaz, and just under 
2,000 at the school at Isfahan, Some five months ago the New Zealand Govern- 
ment extended an invitation through the Polish Government for 700 children 
to come to New Zealand. After protracted discussion and a good deal of 
confusion and delay, this offer was accepted and 700 children escorted by 140 

ups left for New Zealand on the 2nd October. 

‘Mr. Haluch, the delegate of the Ministry of Social Welfare, who was in 
chat ‘of the refugees, was relieved of his duties with effect from the 
It September, His successor is a M. Pokladski, who ix ensy to deal with and not 
inefficient. ‘The change has hada beneficial effect on the relations of the 
delegature with the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 
‘and with the Polish community. 


Indian Affairs, 


13, The considerable interest in India aroused by the visit of the Persian 
Cultural Mission has been maintained and steps have been taken to place cultural 
relations between the two countries on a firmer basis by the creation of a Standix 
‘Committee in Tehran, which will have its counterpart in India and which wil 
‘concern itself with the advancement of cultural relations of every kind between 
Persia and India, An offer by the Government of India of a series of scholarships 
for technical education of ian students, has been accepted by the Persian 
Government, and the grant of further scholarships for training in agriculture 
je under consideration. Arrangements have been completed for the deputation 





of four Indian teachers of English to 

Yezd and the teachers are on their way lo take ap their appointments. The 
demand for facilities for learning English is widespread, and the appointment 
of these Indian teachers should assist materially in an important activ 

is primarily the conceru of the British Council, but which, through lack of staff, 
they are unable to pursue adequately. 

14. India’s interest in the expansion of her post-war export trade is 
evidenced by the establishment of a Trade Commissioner in Tehran, ‘The first 
Indian Trade Commissioner is expected to take up his duties in’ about two 
months” Line. 

15, The Indian Community in the Capital, having’ been purged of its most 
undesirable elements, is beginning to show a greater interest in the part which 
its members must play as ambassadors of their country, and their change of heart 
has been shown in the very generous contribations which the community has 
made to India's war effort, in the form of donations and investments in Govern 
ment of India war bonds. 


Anglo-Persian Public Relations 


16. Allied Successes in Western Europe’ have created optimisin as to the 
likelihood of an carly peace. The fallin prices, towards the end of this period, 
resulting from the war news, has probably tended to make the man-in-the-street 
slightly less critical of British policy in Tean. Fear of possible Russian post-war 
designs against Persia have not been reflected in an any more liberal outlook 
towards Great Britain by the public or in the press, althongh it ix no doubt 
hoped that Groat Britain will restrain any aggressive designs by Russians 
against Persia, i 

17, The vernacular press, while preoccupied with internal problems, has 
izivon favourable notice w Allied successes. The left press and certain other 
Ininor papers have endeavoured to represent the efforts of the mullay to regain 
political power as being inspired by international capitalism and imperialist 
powers but this appears to have had little effect on the more sober elements 
Coustituting public opinion. ‘Their claims that the ground is being prepared 
for a pew dictatorship by Seyyid Zia, under the tutelage of these same elements 
have perhaps received raiher more credence This propaganda tends to prejudice 
the public against Great Britain, : 

HB. Mr. Savidge's period of secondment from the Government of India 
having’ come to an end, Mr. Graham took over the post of Director of Public 
Relations at the beginning of the period ander review. Under Mr, Savidge the 
Bureaus did better propaganda at a greatly diminished cost, and since even the 
Persian is now convinced that the Allies are going to win the war, itis considered 
Uhat economies can continue to be made without harm to the interests of His 
Majesty's Government 


Pout-War Propaganda Policy of Mis Majesty's Goternment ond tha Goverment 
of Indic 


__ 19. The probable early conclusion of hostilities in Europe has led to a recon 
sideration of propaganda policy in Persia. Emphasis has heen laid on the need 
for greater concentration on such long-term matters as publicity for British and 
Commonwealth trade in the post-war period, and active steps have already beon 
take ty the Government of Tnda-to implement thin policy 20 fas India is 
concer 


British Council Activities. 


20, The departure of the Council's representative in Persia, Mr. Bingley, 
was the opcasion of a farewell reception held. at the Auglo-Persian Tntitate, 
Tehran, Over 500 members and students attended including representatives 
of the Diplomatic Corps, the Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet. 
Wy tributes were paid to the work done by Mr. Bingley daring his two years 
Tran, Mr. C, H. Owen has been appointed representative. 

‘The total number of beoks handled during the quarter exceeded 21,000. 
Open-air film shows at Tehran and the provinces at institutes, schools and sports 
onganisations were attended by over 20,000 persons. Despite the hottest recorded 
Summer in fifty years, summer courses were held in the Tebran Institute in 


(30547) e4 











36 
addition to the Alborz College evening classes Twenty classes for 244 students 
were held at the Shemran Summer School outside Tehran. A soirée given by 
the Council in commemoration of Anton Tchekoy was attended by the Russian 
Ambassador and other notabilities and the drama section produced « scene from 
Hawilet and The Seagull in the open-air theatre for the occasion. A production 
of A Midsummer Night's Dream in the open air was an unqualified success, 
playing for two nights to over 600 people. Members of the Isfahan Institute 
totalled 424, "Summer courses incladed a men's teachers’ class anda lass or 
hospital nurses. Teaching of Polish children was continued and English classes 
for the Armenian colouy at Julfa have been started. Some 500 students have 
brea enrolled and twenty clases started at the ew Anglo Persian Institute 
at Shiraz, 


Internat Politics and Majlis 


22. The position of the Cabinet remained precarious throughout July and 
August, and it was only the absence of any general agreement as to who should 
‘succeed Sa’id that kept it in office, Several candidates were mentioned including 
Hajhir, Ardalan, Ahi, Sobeily, Hussein Sami’i, and Qawam-es-Saltaneh, Our 
objections to the latter had previously been explained to the Shah, the. then 
Prime Minister, and the Soviet Ambassador, and were made clear to. an inter 
medigry sent to this embassy in mid-August. It was generally considered that 
Seyyid’ Zia had. too much opposition against him for bis appointment to be 

ible. He himself was understood to favour the appoiitment of Hussein 
Sami’i with a team of young men. 

93. The Cabinet started the period badly. Having first of all, at the behest 
of the Majlis, taken a strong line against Millspaugh, {eventually found itself 
explaining to the Majlis that it had agrved to keep him for another few months 
to ago whether he could produce any results. ‘The change of front by the Majlis 
majority appears to have been due as much to the reflection that since the SI 

the Russians both wanted Millspaugh removed there might be some value 
in him after all, as to the fear that the American Government might cut off 


ly the middle of August Majlis opinion had come round to the view 
that the best temporary solution would be for Sa'id to reshuffle his Cabinet. AD 
interpellation which was to have taken place on the 17th August was accordingly 
ned to the 28th August to enable him to make any changes he thonght fit. 
Fnvthe fatarval Sa'lt alr prolonged duecautany hasicg abictoed protien of 
support from a coalition. of eighty-five Deputies’ of the Miban, Ittehad-i-Milli 
and. Azadi fractions, resigned on the 26th August and was entrusted with the 
formation of a new Cabinet. ora 

25. ‘The new Cabinet, chosen by Sa’id in consultation with his supporters 
in the Majlis, was presented to the Shah on the Ist August. Apart from the 
Prime Minister himself the only other member of the previous Cabinet to be 
included was Khalil Fahimi, Minister without Portfolio. ‘Three other members 
of the new Cabinet, azimi, Allahyar Saleh and Muhammad Nariman, 
who became Ministers of Education, Justice and Communications respectively, 
had previously held Cabinet rank,’ Ali Asghar Zarinkafsh, Dr. Mabammad 
Nakbai and Muhammad Sururi, who had been satisfactory Under-Secretaries, 
‘were appointed Ministers of Finance, Commerce and Industry, and Interior, and 
Dr, Mannchihr Iqbal became Acting Minister of Health, The Ministry of Posts 
and ‘Telegraphs was given to a comparatively unknown official named Yusuf 
Mushar, and the Ministry of Agriculture was left vacant, The Prime Minister 
himself’ took over the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. General Muhammad 
Hussein Firuz, Governor-General of Fars, was offered the Ministry of War but 
after a visit to Tehran he refused. 

28. Opposition to the new Cabinet was immediately encountered from the 
‘Tudeh party, who objected to the retarn of Sa'id, and from the Independents in 
the Majlis, who resedted the fact that they had not been consulted. When Sa'id 
‘attempted on the 2nd September to introduce his Cabinet to the Majlis the 
Opposition elements absented themselves from the Chamber, with the resalt that 
fhe necessary quorum was lacking: Discussions lasting fortnight followed 
before the Cabinet finally obtained its yote of confidence from the Majlis on the 
¥7th September, 7% oui of the 100 members present voting in its favour. 
Al Se'id ‘continued to enjoy the support of the coalition majority up to 
the end of September, the position of his Government remained unstable owing 
to the opposition of the Tudeh and the Russians. The Shah also was not 
fayourably disposed to it because it contained nove of his nominees, 
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27. During the period under review the Majlis rtself spent little time on 
Jegislation, being more occupied with intrigue over the composition of Cabinets 
‘and the credentials of Deputies. Some excitement, was caused in July by the 
rejection by a narrow majority of the credentials of a Tudeh-sponsored Deputy 
from Tabriz, the way having been prepared by the prior rejection of those of 
‘a0 independent Deputy who headed the poll. ‘The rejection of Pishavaris 
credentials was greeted with a storm of criticism in the Tudeh press; there was 
considerable agitation in Tabriz and the acting Soviet Consul-General expressed 
his displeasure. The excitement. was short lived, however, and by the end of 
August there was general indifference in Tabriz to the fate of the Soviet 
supported Deputies.” The credentials of the other Communist Deputies of 
Azerbaijan who were elected with the support of the Russians have not yet come 
up for examination, but it is possible that they too will be rejected by a Majlis 
emboldened by its success in rejecting Pishavari, though the Soviet Embassy are 
working hard to prevent this, 

283. Elections have not yet been completed at Abadch and Rey. New 
elections are doe for two Tabriz seats, for Darajiz and for Lar, where the death 
of Azadi has lefta vacancy. ‘The credentials of Dr. Falsafi, Depoty for Gurgan, 
were accepted hy the Majlis The number of Deputies so far elected wi 
credentials have not been rejected by the Majlis ix 128. 

2, There was some party activity during the period under review. From 
the Ist-12th August the Tudeh party held its first general conference at Tehran, 
Decisions were taken to tighten up party discipline, purge the membership, 
and set up an Inspection Committee, to deal with disciplinary suatters and 

tral Committee of the party. ‘The rollins pad confirmed the 

y to Seyyid Zia, all foreign advisers, and the grant of economic 

‘concessions ‘' which constrict or weaken the economic independence of the Persian 

nation,"" such as presumably the grant of new oil concessions to American oF 
British companies. 

30. The President of the Majlis, Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai, enlarged his 
Majlis group into n party entitled “’ Mardam "* (people), which adopted as its 
Programme union in the defence of true constitutional and democratic Govern- 
ment. A party called ‘* Kar” (work) was formed by Dr. Musharraf Nafisi; it 
had a lengthy programme of good intentions but its real ain seemed to be to 
Promote its founder's candidature for the post of Prime Minister, an ambition 
Which has little chance of being realised in view of Dr. Nalisi’s unpopularity 
the Majlix. 

aL. 


'P 
82. ‘The death of the ex-Shah, on the 20th July, caused no grief except in 
‘the Pablavi family circle, and the present Shah was much criticised on the ids 
{hat the mourning which he ordered was too elaborate. Some papers criticised 


Reza Shah's work and régime severely, and no section of the press made nn 
attempt to reach a balanced appraisement of his life and work, ‘The Tudeh 
arty nublicly dissociated themselves from any mourning (many of their leaders 

been imprisoned by the ex-Shah), and expelled from their party one of their 
Deputies who had attended a mourning ceremony. 

38. Seyyid Zia, however, took the opportunity to attempt to establish better 
relations with the Shah and called specially to. ‘The effect was somewhat 
Spoiled by violent criticism of the ex-Shah in Mad-Tmruc. which a regarded 
as the Seyyid’s paper. Signs were, however, not lacking that the Shah's hostility 
to Seyyid Zia was decreasing. and by the end of August a definite reconciliation 
appeared to have been efleced. After several interviews a considerable measire 
cof agreement was belicved to have been reached between them, and the Shah spoke 
of Seyyid Zia as a man with whom it should be possible to work. ‘The Shah's 
attitude was undoubtedly influenced by his realisation that the Tad 
to be appeased, and by increasing fears of Soviet intentions in 
the consequent'need for a strong man to arrest the deteriorati 
situation. "After considering all other possible candidates, inclnding Tagnizadeh, 
‘who was thought to be unwilling to accept the task, and Ahi, who could tot be 
spared from Moscow, the Shah appeated to be coming to the conclusion that he 
‘might perhaps be well advised to make use of the vigorons personality of Seyyid 
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Zin in an effort to stand up to the Russians. When the reconciliation became 
known Seyyid. Zia’s stock tose in Tehran, but there were many who doubted 
whether the Shah’s professed desire to co-operate with him was genuine, 

‘SM. ‘The Persian Ambassadors in London, Angora, Moscow and Cairo were 
summoned to Tehran for consultation with their Government on post-war 
problems concerning Persia: The two former atrived in September. Majid Ahi 
Hid riot come from Moscow as he was said to be too ill to travel, and Jam bas not 
yet arrived from Cairo. In many quarters hopes were expressed that Tagizadeh 
night prove to be the man to take charge of his country’s fortunes in her present 
hour of heed, but Taqizadeh is apparently anxious to return to London. 


Tribal Situation. 


25, ‘The tribes of Fars except for some fighting berween setions of the Boit 
‘Abimadi, have remained remarkably quiet daring the period uader review. 
Brigandage is endemic in Fars, but incidents have been rarer than usual; and 
few can be attributed to the Qashgai. There has also been an absence of the 
sual summer raiding by Boir Ahmadi across the Abadeh-Isfahan road and 
into the district of Yazd. Soma credit for the unusual order, prevailing may 
fairly be given to the influence of British officials and to the beef that Hritish 
influence in Tehran will be used in favour of these tribes who have not mishebaved. 
The pact of friendship to which reference was made in my despatch under 
reference between Qavam al Malle and Nasir Qashga, later joined by Morteza 
Qui Khan, the Bakhtiari Governor of Bakhtiari, hax also contributed to peace hy 
Fenoving, for the time being at least, soine of the canses of unrest: that lay in 
Tongestanding mutual antagonisms. ‘This pact has been represented as an alliance 
of the tribes of the south, It is hardly that, since Quvatmal Mulk, although ail 
retaining some influence among the Khamech tribes, cannot be said: to be a 
tribal leader; he is concerned mainly with the protection againat the Qashgai of 
the remaining interests of his family in Fars. We are, of course, suspected of 
having fathered the pact as part of a plan to form a zone of British influence 
in the wouth in opposition to the supposedly increasing influence of the Russias 
inspired Tudeh party, 

‘36, The Boir Ahmadi tribes of Kuh-i-Galu are at loggerheads with each 
other, Since unity between these turbulent tribes usually means trouble for their 
hoighbours, it is no bad thing in present circumstances that they should work off 
their pugnacity on each oter, provided that disturbance can be seated to the 
Titnits of their own Ceeritory. The present quarrels arise from the high handed 
netions of Abdollah Khan Zarghampur, a chief of the tribe, an absconder from 
Peraiin detention in Tehran und a close assoointe of Nasir Qaslygai, who has 
been attempting to impose himself as paramount chief and to seize land claimed 
by other chiefs. The opposition to him is being encouraged by Persian officials 
bit, in view of Abdullah Khan's association with Nasit Quahai- the necessity 
for caution has been impressed on the Persian Government lest the Qashgai 
should be driven to intervene, involving other tribes in Fars hostile to them and 
to extending disorder beyond the limits of the Boir Ahmadi country. 

‘J7__ In Bakhtiari rumblings of discontent against Morteza Quli Khan have 
continued, but peace has been maintained. Some rather futile operations were 
Carried out by the Persian army for the disarmament of the Moghui and 
Mamivand sections of the Chahar Lang Bakhtiari, most of whom lie outside the 
limits of Morteza Quli Khan's jurisdiction, Some arms were collected, but, it 
seuins, mostly from the settled elements of the tribes, and the Mamivand nomads 
remain in poneeon of some 200-250 1 ifles 

‘38, In Khuzestan the operation for the disarmament of the disorderly 
[Arabs of the Alu Dasht area, which was referred to in my last despatch, was 
‘Completed by the Persian forces with unusual efficiency and creditable moderation, 
Tn ali, some 1,000 rifles were collected. A number of Arabs were arrested, and 
seven of them were haniged, with good effect on the Arabs in general, who did 
fot question the justice of the punishment. Both civil and military Persian 
Officials in Khuzestan are insistent that advantage should be taken of the mood 

iuced in the Arabs by this display of Persian authority to extend the 
collection of arms, of which there are estimated still to be some 6,000-7,000 in 
Khuzestan, to other Arab tribes; and they are confident that, given a suitable 
show of force, the collection can be made without opposition, Since it is 
important for the post-war security of Khuzestan, and particularly of the 
interests of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, that the number of unlicensed rifles 
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in the hands of the Arabs should be reduced, I have raised no objection to the 
Bani Turof being summoned to surrender their arms. My’ information, 

redly somewhat conjectural, is that they are likely to make some show of 
complying. 

‘39. Kurdistan, particularly that part of it that lies within the Russian 
zone of occupation in Persia, has been causing the Persian Government 
increasing anxiety. Reports, probably exaggerated, have been reaching Tehran 
of Russian encouragement of Kurdish aspirations to autonomy, 
suspicions of Rassian designs have been intensified by the refusal of 
to allow the Persian Government to maintain in Azerbaijan forces of sufficient 
strength to take eflective action against Kurdish lawlessness, The popular theory 
Jn Persian circles is that on the withdrawal of Russian troopa the Kurds wil 
be incited to launch out on a campaign of pillaging which the Persian authorities 
will be unable to suppress; the people of Azerbaijan will then appeal to the 
Soviet Government to come to their protection, So that they can play their part 
in this plan, the Kurds mast be protected against Persian attempts to subdue or 
disarm them, 

40. Tho alleged movement for Kurdish independence is reported to be 
directed, ay far as Persian Kurdestan is coneérned, by a Kurdish notable, Qazi 
Muhammad of Mahabad. He is supposed to be in alliance with Hama 
of Banch, and both are reported to have received visits from Soviet offic 
Hama Rashid waa in rebellion against the Persian Government in 1942 and was 
‘successful in wresting from them a settlement which left him in eflective control 
of the Baneh district, with no semblance of Persian authority, and with a 
tubsidy nominally for the maintenance of order. For some time past some 
Persian authorities have beld the view that the autonomous position secured by 
Hama Rashid was a dangerous encouragement to Kurdish aspirations; and they 
have been considering the advisability of establishing, by force if necessary, an 
administration in Baneh with some outward evidence of Persian Govertiment 
authority. My advice wns that any such measure should be preceded or accom: 
panied by an announcement of Government policy and some concrete evidence 
of an intention to provide some benefits to the Kurdish tribes. Hama Rashid, 
however, played into the hands of the Persian General Staff, who were the 
Principal advocates of forward policy, by attacking the village of Mevivan, the 

\dquarters of another Kurdish chief whom the Persian Government. had 


foluntarily pu, ino a, position similar to that ooepied by Hama Rashid at 


Banch, ‘The Persian Government accepted the view that this was a direct 
fallen to eis authority, and they ordered the despatch of column to expel 
Ham d's followers from Merivan, This has been accomplished with little 
‘or n0 opposition. At the end of the period under review operations were being, 
initiated for the occupation of Baneh, though there are Persians iu and outside 
the Government who are averse from provoking the Kurds at present 


Persian Land Forces 


41. The army has made little progress. There is perhaps a slight improve- 
meat in moral, due ts & Yow inlnoF operatiodis having beea oareied ont without 
disaster, and corruption and embezzlement are Jess in evidence. ‘The Govern: 
‘ment has not as yet decided on a policy as regards its forces, and the size of both 
the army and gendarmerie is considerably above what can be efficiently main. 
tained on the funds available, In both forces there is much discontent and 
among the better officers a feeling of despair and of disappointment at the failure 
of the American advisers to effect any lasting reforms General Ridley now takes 
a very restricted view of the scope of his mission, much narrower than he ix 
authorised to do by the terms of i. His. influence is less and leas 
in evidence. The activities of his mission are now limited to. matters of 
transport, of supply and to giving unheeded advice about the medical services. 
His scheme for the centralised training of recruits bas been abandoned after a 
limited and unhappy teal. He says that hie tak, which he now interprets as 
little mor the organisation of systems of supply, transport and account 
well be finshed in. "few months. TE however, Ti could be persoadd that As 
is not only to inaugurate a system but to remain long enougl i 
cubisbed He ehict sodds Leet enemy caer ee 
42. The forceful personality of General Razmara, the Chief of the Staff, in 
contrast with the inertia of the Government is pushing the army into greater 
prominence in the affairs of the provinces, particularly in tribal areas. He is 
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shamelessly filling all important ‘appointments with. his own friends; his self 
confidence and his ambition increase, but he is, 1-think genuinely, anxions 10 
co-operate with us for the present. 
43. Colonel Schwarzkopf continues to work with great energy, and 

ettably little visible result. Encouraged. by some Deputies and ‘other 
influential persons who would like to see the gendarmerie established in a more 

portant, position than the army, he aims at an organisation which he estimates 
would require three years to build up and whose cost would, be justifiable only 
the army were reduced to a sinall striking force. However desirable that might 
be, it does not seem to be realisable in the near future; and it is the efficiency of 
the gendarmerie in the near future that is of primary interest to us. Towards 
that very little progress is evident. But it is reasonable to expect that Colonel 
Schwarzkopf’s energy and drive will produce results in time. Handicapped as 
he is by inadequate funds, inadequate American staff, the lack of any co-ordinated 
policy on the part of the Government and an unwillingness on his part to 
that ihe best may sometimes be the enemy of the good, he could perhaps not fairly 
te expected to have effected much improvement in the tine in an organisation ae 
demoralised, ns lethargic and as lacking in any laudable ideal as the Persian 
gendarmerie 


Persian Air Force. 


44. The fifteen Anson aircraft have now teen delivered but, as the air force 
has virtually no petrol, little use is being made of them, 

45, The Persian Air Attaché in Loudon, Sarhang Bayesdor, is in Tehran 
discussing His Majesty's Government's offer to sell Hurricane aircraft to the 
Persian Air Force and to provide training facilities for Persian officers, 

46. Sarlashkar Nakchevan has now been in charge of the air force for some 
two months producing no noticeable change in its efficiency, He talks good sense 
‘about present and future policy, but there is little reason to hope that his practice 
Will be-as good as his precept, 


Civil Airlines. 


47. None of the three Dominies ordered by the Ministry of Pasta, Telewraphs 
and Telephones for the State Airline has yet been delivered. Tn consequence the 
Airline has been obliged to discontinue its one service between Tehran and Bagdad, 
‘while its sole remaining aircraft ondergoes annual overhaul. 
48, There is considerable interest in future I airlines. A. powerful 
yp, including Sarlashkar Nakhebevan, G. H. 
rector of “ Irantour,”” the Persian tourist a 
called Panahi and a merchant, Kooros, 


49. 
‘They have had one serious accident in which a 
killed. 


officer was among, those 


Finance. 


50. The new Minister of Finance, Zarinkafsh, is a considerable improvement 
‘on his predecessor. In particular, he seems far more prepared than his 
predecessor to co-operate with Dr. Millspaugh, 

51. The indget for the year 1323 (beginning on the 21st March, 1044) has 
een tudor consideration by the Badgetary Commission of the Majlis for some 
months past, and has not yet been before the Majlis itself. According to the 
present revenue and expenditure under the ordinary budget are estimated 
‘At 9,958 and 4/569 million rials respectively ; and rover: expenditure under 
the commercial budget at 6,867 and 5,755 million: No figures of revenne or 
expenditure for the current year have yet been published, but the financial 
counsellor is informed that for the first five months of the year, i., up to the 
20nd August, they have been as follows. The figures for the same months in the 
preceding yeir are given for comparison, 


Ordinary Budget 

(Mitlions of rials.) 

1322. 1333, 

Revenue... ® 133 1170 
Expenditure i 1349 4317 


Commercial Budget. ‘ 

(Millions of rials.) 

132, 1829. 

Revenue. 1169 19 
Expenditure 9) 1882 1867 


52. In the meantime, as the budget has not yet been approved by the Majlis, 
expenditure has been financed by votes on account; sometimes, however, passed 
lato that the salaries due to the unhappy Government servants haye been in 
arrear. It is impossible, of course, at the present stage, to make any forecast of 
the out-turn for the year as a whole. Revenue is behind-hand because of the delay 
in passing the income tax regulations, and it appears quite certain that. the 
estimate of 885 million rials from this source for the year will not be reached. 
‘At the present time the Government have only been able to tide over their 
dificulties by obtaining an advance of £770,000 from the Anglo-Lranian Oil 
Company in respect of royalties, and the exchequer i in debit neatly op to the 
limit of its anthorised overdraft of 500. millions with the National Bank. 
Similarly, the municipalities are in financial difficulty ; the 3 per cent. tax on goods 
coming into their areas was abolished as from the end of the last financial year, 
‘and has heen replaced by a surtax on the income tax, which they have not 
received. ‘They have been given short-term loans amounting in all to 36 million 
rials from the fands of the National Bank, 

58. Daring the quarter the price index'has gone down slightly. The cost 
of living figure, which was 1,124 in May, was 1,122 in June, 1,100 in July, 1,121 in 
August, and 1,005 in September (1936100). Note circulation, which was 
6,261 million rials in June, was 6,235 million in July and 6,125 million in Augast. 

34, Sales of gold for the account of His Majesty's Gorernment. wore high 
in the first part of the quarter, having amounted to 66 million rials in the four 
weeks ending: the 27th July, and 92 million in the five weeks ending the 
Bist August. Sinco then sales have declined substantially. In the weeks ending 
the 7th and 14th September they were 1-2 and 1:6 million rials respectively. 
In the week ending the 21st September they were 95,540 rials only. ‘This decline 
is clearly the result of the course of the war. The price has beeni reduced in tho 
hope of stimulating sales. ' 

‘55, A-delegation, led by A. H. Ebtehaj, the governor of the National Bank, 
was sent by the Government to the International Financial and Monetary 
Conference at Bretton Woods during July. The contribution of Persia to the 
stabilisation fund was fixed at 25 million dollars, and its contribution to the 
capital of the bank at 24 million dollars. ‘These contributions, of course, require 
ratification by the Majlis. b 

‘56, As was expected at the time the last report, was written, the United 
States Government have declared that they do not wish to be a signatory to the 

rreement for the operation of the Persian railway system, which will therefore, 
when the time comes, be si the British, Russian and Persian Governments 
only. The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist: Republics are, however, 
still delaying their decisions on two points of detail arising on the draft agree- 
ment, and it is impossible for the Russian and British Missions in Tehran to 
present it to the Persian authorities until these points have been settled. ‘The 
continued delay is most unfavourable. 


Economic Situation. 


57. At the end of the quarter wholesale prices had fallen, in the case of 
some commodities quite considerably, so that even a number of bankrupt 
from different parts of the country; but this was almost certain 
the result of the war news than of measures applied by Dr. Millspaugh or any 
other authority. Retail prices showed little signs of following suit and the 
shops are plainly determined to extract the last penny from the long-suffering 
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able. As part of the general eft to oust the Millspangh Mission, the Sa'ed 
Cabinet, before it fell. in August, approved a proposal to set up a Supreme 
Economic Coane to advise the Government on thove matters that are at present 
the responsibility of the mission. “More recently the press reported. that the 
Government, this time in agreement with Dr. Millspaugh, were preparing a Bill 
to modify his powers. In accordance with popular demand, Dr. Millspaugh in 
July appointed Dr Blac, Chief Administrator ofthe Cereals and Bread Depart 
ment, his deputy for economic affairs and Mr. Pixley, of the Treasury-General, 
his depoty for financial affairs, “Mr- Lamb, head of the Price Stabilisation 
Section, resigned following serious difreice with Dr. Millspaugh and his 
department bas been aboli 

‘58. An American, Colonel Harold B. Hoskins, has taken over the post. of 
Chief Representative in Persia of the Middle East Supply Centre and Foreign 
Economic Administration (i.e, Lend-Lease), and the latter organisation has at 
last joined forces completely with the Middle East Supply Centre. Stocks of the 
most essential imported commodities, as well indeed of most others, were 
adequate for the country’s basic needs, and the shortages that occurred were the 
result of See distribution or lick of transport facilites, Distribution 

Mil 's main task in recent months, improved slightly, especially as 
regards pharmaceuticals, but stil fell short of what was required, 

20. “Ressian economic penetration is increasing, particalary in the northern 
provinces. Once again the Soviets are trying to impose an inequitable bargain 
fn the Persian Government in connexion with the purchase of rice in tbe north 
‘The Russians continue to sell cotton piece-goods, sugar (believed 10 be lend-lease) 
and other goods on the open market for what they will fetch, and still show no 
signs of withing to co-operate with the other Allis on supply matters.” Nothing 
more has been heard from them about the proposal to set up with the Persians 
‘a Higher Supply Committee to co-ordinate civil supplies for this country. 


Cereals and Agricultural Development. 


60, ‘The grain situation in the country as a whole was satisfactory at the 
nd of September, “Total stocks held on the 20nd September, amounted. 
109,005 tons, and. the grain available in the Tehran Silo vonstituted sixty-four 
days’ supply for the capital. The current harvest is generally satisfactory and 
no shortage of grain is expected during the coming winter. The difficulty of 
making available a sufficient quantity of sced-wheat for deficit areas of the 
Persian Gulf littoral bas been partly overcome by the provision of 1,000 tons 
of seed at reasonable rates by the Government of India. 

61, Various projects for the development of agriculture in the country, 
chiefly by the construction of irrigation works, have been under consideration 
bythe Central Government. “Requests for supplies of machinery and other 
quipmant for thee projecta have led to the deputation by the Middle East Supply 
Centre of two experts oenquire into the soundness of the schemes and the need fot 
the plant detanded. Such investigation is very necessary in order to prevent 
the initiation of projects such as the Hamidiah Farm scheme in Khuzistan 
which are fundamentally unsound and which have little hope: of proving 
successful. 


Transport. 


62, Railway traffic on the Trans-Iranian Railway was adequate for civil 
foods in.epite cf the great voltae of aid-to-Romin sods carried orthwarde 
Oil stocks for civil consumption remained adequate throughout the country 
Road transport was still precarious aid was maintained at its comparatively tow 
level of efficiency only by the unremitting efforts of the Persian Government's 
Road Transport Administration, which has a numberof American and Br 
staff, Vehicles belonging to the Road Transport Administration are wearing 
ont quicker than they are being replaced, inspite of the arrival so far this year 
of over 200 new trucks, ‘The arrival and distribution of a large consignment 
Of spare parts has, howerer, eased the position temporarily. Lack of passenger 
‘ars is greatly hampering the work of the administration, but the Government 
still do not appear to be strong enough to mobilise private cars, which still tour 
the conntry in considerable nombers. 


this sphere also the Russians are pursuing their own desi 
Soviet ‘ic 


63. 
regardless. of anybody else. Iransovtrans, the transport agency, are 


63 


up in those parts of the country accessible to them, with the intention 
oPenketing for ordinary civil trafic with the Road Transport, Administration 
this on trucks and tyres supplied under Jease-lend for war purposes! 


Oil Concessions, 


64. In paragraph 22 (b) of my despatch No. 156 of the th April, T 
mont ied thee the Seandacd Vacuum Company and the Shell Groap—backed 
by the American and British Governments respectively—were competing for oil 
0 Persia. (To them was later added the American Sinclair Com- 
Majesty's Government at an early stage with the United 

wernment that neither would put pressure on the Persian Govern- 

nent, and His Majesty's Government instructed this embassy to, support. the 
Shell Group but not to go further than was usual on behalf of reputable, British 
interests and not to go further than United States Embassy. Late in June 
His. Majesty's Government expressed. disappointment regarding the delay in 
reaching’ n decision and this embassy replied that the situation involved. three 
Tandamental points: (a) whether the Persian Government intended to, grant 
j concession before the end of the war; (2) whether on political grounds. they 
‘would prefer to increase the British stake in this country ; and (c) what basis for 
The grant of concession would be most attractive to thom. As to (a), the 
Pangan Government's difficulty was apprehension as to the attitude of the 
Resnians towards the grant of an oil conceasion. As to (}), there were conflicting 
Tew and it was dificult to judge which would provail, As to (c), Persian 
WStsmen, always timorous and suspicious, were particularly so in this case, 
Store they felt that in technical matters they were at a disadvantage: The 
Persian Goversment had stated pa sey Sr ‘ire vie parece 
ogg ee Those technical advisers, 
Meo "American firm 
wc sped rats on the merits 
Nes Government then 


Locust Control. 


out the quarter under review Persia was virtually free of 

locusts, ‘The bopper campaign during May in Laritan, prevented the develop: 
went of Desert (C, migrating) Locust swarms, and apart from one or two small 
Fees which crossed and re-crossed to the Indo-Persian frontier no Desert Locusts 
panded the country. The final report on the Moroccan (i... non-migrating) 
{ocust campaign, which was received in July, states, that n and Soviet 
Parties in Azerbaijan and Gurgan prevented serious damage to crops, but were 
Mable to forestall widespread egg-laying. The eggs will batch in spring, 104% 
ind preparations are being made for an extensive campaign with Sovi 

cipation, 

7. odging, 
Locust swarms wil 
ever, the Chief Locust Oficer of the 3 
Tehran in September) expects a consi 
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Arabia during the autumn of 1944 and preparations will have to be made to 
protect Persia against invasion from that direction at the beginning of M45, 
‘The extent of possible British assistance has yet to be fixed. 

88. Copies of this despatch are going to the Minister-Resident in Cairo 
His Majesty's Ambassador in Moscow, to the Government of India and to 
Majesty's Consular Officers in Persia. 

Thave, &. 
RW. BULLARD, 





[1B 6882/54/94) No. 16, 
Sir R, Bullard to Mr, Eilen.—(Received 8th November.) 


Tehran, 26th October, 194 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to my despatch No, 283 E” of the 9th July, 1944, 
‘and to enclose herewith copy of a further report by the financial counsellor to 
this mission on the Persian financial situation. 

2, Copies of this despatch and the enclosure are being sent to the Government 
of India, to His Majesty's Minister Resident in the Middle East, to His Majesty's 
Ambassadors at Washington, Moscow and Bagdad and to the Department of 
Overseas Trade pallie 

ive 


R. W. BULLARD. 


inolosure in No. 16, 


Punsta. 


Financial Situation 


1 cle preset report brings up to date me report of the ard July (enelomed 


‘with despatel 


‘23 E. of the 9th July, 1944) on the financial situation in 
Persia. 


Public Finance. 

2. Revised figures have been issued by the Government for the out-turn of 
fhe, financial Year 1943-44 (ce. the Persian year 1922, beginning onthe 
21st March, 1943); and the deficit for the year is ow given, as 1462 million rnle 
instead of 1,372 million as stated in my last report. ‘Tho detailed figures are an 
follows -— 

Ordinary budget— Million rials 
Revenue 3377 
Expenditure S215 


jurplux 162 

Commercial budget— 
Revenue 5 3M 
Expenditure 4,355 


Deficit -" 1214 
Total Revenue ae 6518 
Total Expenditure ‘ 7370 
1,062 
‘The caline bacco. anid opium 
P* Bren 


topping the salaries 
ich are dilatory in 
t has, however, 


65, 
been partly discounted by the fact that the monthly yotes on account, on which 
the Govern “ 


wermment have been subsisting, have on some Occasions been passed too late 
for Government salaries to be paid punctually in any case. Moreover, the supple- 
tents to offical salaries in order to1moct the full indfease in the cot of vane ove 
nly to id if the money can be made available from savings on the 
departmental budgets, 

4. The civil service has, however, other methods of compensating itself. ‘The 
Minister of Justice recently informed the Prime Minister that the amounts 
vera it corruption cases, in which Government servants were concerned, 
reached a total of 650 million rials (nearly 5 million sterling). This figure is 
equivalent to over one-sixth of the revenue under the ordinary budget for the 
ast financial year. 

Revenue and expenditure for the first six months of the year 1944-45 
have been as follows. Figures for the corresponding months of 1949-44 are given 
for comparison :-— 

1944-65. 
(miition rials.) 
Ordinary Revenue 
Ordinary Expenditure 


Surplus)... 
Commercial Revenue 
Commercial Expenditure 


Deficit. Surplus 198 


red with last year are 
other goods; not to any 


Me Sed July defiton the 
Commercial Accounts (611 and 612 ti 

in elect, in balance. Dr. Mill 

small o 


however, the difficulties in 
follecting full revenue from that part of Persia, and by far the richost part, 
occupied by the USSR. 
|, The municipalities are similarly embarrassed, since the 8 per cent, tax 
‘on goods entering their areas was abolished at the end of last year and the 10 pet 
Tne, Surtax on income tax payments which was to replace it has not yet come in. 
They are being assisted by short-term loans from the Central Goveriiment to an 
mount of 36 million rials, the loan in the case of Tehran being 0 million, 
Mach effective work is being’ done by the American financial directors in. the 
provincial districts, In one instance taxation receipts have gone ap by nearly 
two and a half times as a result of more efficiency and less corruption in collection, 
The municipal authorities need considerable guidance in financial affaires they 
are liable to prodnce a draft budget in which often as much as 4 
and sometimes the full 100'per cent., of revert 
officials and other staf. 
8. Some six weeks Ferochar wos 
‘succeeded as Minister of Zarrinkateh 


ent, and has 
of the world; and, more important, the i 
ad Dr, Millspangh are excellent. He deplores the high wanes 
expenditure (25 per cent.) on the army, that. maladministered und useless body, 
when, as a result, services such as agricalture, public health and eduestion ee 
starved—although this year ni, i is hoped, tobe mae ith a meee 
of compulogy elacatnn. How far, homerer, be or Dr. Millsatigh can raced 
in resent lack of tion itu diffe 
reming the pred f proportion in the expenditure on the different, 
(90547) , 








of 


ing. Currency, Price Indices. “ 
aan ce faloning figures show the amonnt of notes in cireulation. and of 
‘bank deposits over the Inst three years and in recent months :— 
Notes. Deposits 
(million riats) 


1,312 

Seb A 138 

Sune 143 r dom 4 

Funie 194 Seals SR ozs 

‘Ait 1844 H on 

‘August 1! n 

September 1044. : 6.215 S858 ; 
10... The following are the index figures, prepared by the National Bank, for 

wholesale’ prices and the cost of living over the same period <— 
Wholesale Cost 
Prices. of Living 


usie 1940 
Tune: 142 

une: 1943 

Tune 144 

Sly ie . 
August, 10H 
September 1944... | 


for which the cost-of-living figures have outsttipped. thow for. 

he mans eo nin Pay cmt ede 
Te. Fhe necent fallin. prices has teen duo, in part to improvetionts in 
distribution, but mainly to the favourable courve of the war, and sper ror ~ 
jossible seasonal causes it may be expected to continue, Until about a wooth a 
tho fall in wholonale pricés was not reflected in the retail market, since the rel he 


alg ho could wow ty more cheaply wae ‘unwilling to deplete the huge gains 


‘i fit om stocks 

(tonde in the past- by foregoing previons rates. of profit on, stoc 

Haine cate now gs Wat he is bowing to Ube inevitable, math the 

Meeptinn {or the moment of the important eami-induateinl district of Isfal a 

Keartain number of hankrupteies are to be expected, but according to. the mow 

recent roports of bankers through tbe country no immediate ecouoinie dislocation 

retuetyy although a sudden ending of the European war at the Dreeent junetare 

id an attendant steep decline in the price level might well result. in a Crisis of 
considerable severity. 

12. As atated 


The Future. 
5 illspangh 
18. When, by wnt with the Persian Government, Dr. Millspaugt 
i : last July he informed the Government that he expected 
dee eth to beable to show more palpable results than Had een 
Possible so far. A week or two ago he addressed a letter to the Prime Minister, 
Which was also published in the press, to the effect that— 
Every possible action had been taken to obtain adequate imports, 
Prices are fallin, 
Distribution and trinsport have stendily improved. 
Persia has the largest stocks of grain in its history. 
tly increased. 
Sound plans for the postwar period are in hand. 








or 


14, - In the meantime, fair consideration. of this letter has been obscured by 
ane of De. Millspaugh’s characteristic ertors of judgment, In my last report 
{paragraph 17) I referred to the unveiled hostility between M. Ibtihaj, the 
governor of the National Bank, and himself. Some weeks ago Dr, Millspaugh 
Fequested that. bis staff be permitted to examine certain of the bank's accounts, 
AL Thtihaj refused, whereupon Dr, Millspaugh wrote to him dismissing. him 
from ‘his position.’ The Council of Ministers decided by a majority vote 
(ib Zacrinkatsh voting with the minority) that Dr. Millepaugh hind, exceeded 

wers and that his dismissal of M. Ibtihaj was invalid. Whether or not 
Dr. Millspaugh was within his powers is doubtful;, but there iso doubt: that, 
his action was high-handed, most inexpedient polinesty: and js likely to. have 
a lasting effect on his credit in the country. It is such ill-judged actions. on his 
Part that make it sometimes difficult for the American Embassy and this embassy 
to give him full support. On the other side of the scales, his position has to some 
extent been improved by a recent letter from President Roosevelt to the Shah 
in which, to all accounts, the President commended the work which the American 
Mission is doing. 

15. The statement of the present economic position given in Dr. Millspaugh's 
letter to the Prime Minister is accurate enongh—except that revenue has not 
“ greatly increased."(’) But the improvement in the situation is in fact. due to 
the development of the war in Europe to a greater extent than to the efforts of 
the’ mission. There ate still many difficulties abead: revenue from income tax 
Will fall greatly short of the estimates; all idea of raising an internal loan has 
had to be abandoned, largely owing to the high rates of interest current in the 
Gountry generally;(})' plans to cushion an eventoal sharp fall in prices and to 
Felieve post-war unemployment are not yet formulated 

16. Two other matters, mainly involving finance, fire understood to he in 
hand, One is a detailed statement of claims on the part of the Persian Govern- 
ment for what the Shah in a recent spesch called quite seriously Use imunense 
sacrifices endured by Persia during the war and her incalcalablo assistance to 
the Allied cause, The other is a document to be Taid in due course before the 

ce Conference setting out Persia's claimis for compensation in general, Both 
ho donbt will he drafted with a practised eye on the procedure of bazaar 
egotintion, 

17. Tt may well be that Dr. Millspaugh will have loft Persin before these 
documents see the light. He is at the moment anxious to leave in February 1945, 
When be will have completed two years ax Administrator-General of the Finances, 
and to train his successor during the interval. Thix successor may be oue of 
the additional staff whom he hopes shortly to import from the United States; or 
it may be Dr. Black, who is at present hix deputy in charge of distribution, but, 
in the view of some people at least, has hardly proved himself adequate to fill 
the higher position. Plain it willbe neceesary when tho times comes not merely 
to find the right man, but to ensure that his powers are sufficient, Persia at the 

resent time is entirely unfitted to cope unaided with its post-war problems; and 

is Majesty's Government is not without its share of responsibility in having, 
although of necessity, made more difficult the task of a Governinent which, it was 
known, could not govern competently even in normal times. 


E.N. R, TRENTHAM, 
Financial Counsellor. 
Tehran, 28rd October, 1944. 


C) Unlens the commercial budget, is irfélevant for this) purpowe, in’ taken into 
‘ccount (see the figures in paragraph of tha report). 
(*) Ordinary rate 11 pee cent per annum; bazaar rates 15-80 per cent. por annum, 


[B 7088/1175/G) No. 17. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden —{Rectirtit \S4N November.) 
(No. 1199.) 
(Telegraphic Tehran, Vth November, 1944. 
,, GOVERNMENT of India’s telegram No. 14721 to the India Office. I think 
it would be nuwise either to increase the strength of our patrols in East Porsi 
to send them further north than at present. ians would always be abl 
ready to outplay us at that game. On the other hand I favour the retent 
Patrols in spite of their aid to Rosia on that side since otherwise the Russians 
might be tempted to fill the vacuum, 

[30547] r2 
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2. Lagree with the views expressed itr paragraph 8, | The recent extéision 
of medical assistance by mobile dispensaries based on consulates [sie should have 
‘A good influence. 

8. Nothing but the removal of Rassiatt troops frem Khorasan will effect 
any itaportant improvement in the situation. We wnst seize the earliest possible 
tament to redic tothe narrowest limite the akon occupied By our troop il ul 
enideavonr to ensure that the Russians do the same. It will be interesting to <= 
in what area or areas they cousider it essential to retain troops. Perhaps it 
be 216,000 squtre kilom. in-whieh they wish to prospect or 150,000 square kilom, 
which T understand they would like to exploit for‘oil eventually. - T hope for ot 

art at least we are already beginning to plan for the speediest and most compre 
wensive reduction jo of urea in which we are obliged (if we are obliged) 16 
keep troops until the end of the war with Japan 


(B 7695/1175 /G) No. 18, 
Mr; Bdew to Sir Re Itullard (Tehran) 


No. BDA. Seoret,) 
Telagraphic,) 


account, possibility. of diversion. of traffic to. other rontes.. You will, however, 

‘Appreciate that eatin in a imple, involving as it does such factors as abilil} 
(not yet confirmed) of Black Sea ports to handle cargo now sent via Persian Gulf; 
posibility of supplying Russia with petroleum products from some other source 
than Abailan, and powible diversions of cargo from Far East to Persian Gulf in 
tho event of Russia's entering into war against Japan, y 
2. T think it would be best to defer discussion with focal military and vit 
‘authorities until roablt of Allied Supplion Executive's examination is known and 
ipply route may be 


‘a closer forecast cnn. be made, of date by which Porat 
‘expected 10 close. . 4 

3. Tam very conscious of teed for earliest posible decision. an this question 
‘und will keep you informed of developments. 


(B) Tehran Intelligence Summaries, 
(B 6052/42/34) No, 10. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Kdlen—(Receiped Ath Ostober,) 
(No, 374) 

HIS. Majesty's reproentative presents his compliments to His Majest 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire and has the honour to transmil 
Jerewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 36 for Ube period of the 18th- 
Ath September, 1944, compiled by the mifitary attaché to this lezation. 


Tehran, 25th September, 1944, 


Enclosure in Ne. 19, 


Military A Uaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 36, Secret, for the Period the 
1UA-24th September, W944. 


Persian A airs. 
Political. 

1. The Government obtained its vote of confidence, but has neither 
confidence in itself nor kas it the confidence of the public. Its existence depends 
on the continued unity of the three Majlis groups, who are its supporters, and 0 
its compliance with the dictates of those combined groups. It has not gained 





in public esteem by the refusal of General Firaz to accept the Ministry for War. 
It ts strongly opposed by the Russians and the Tudeh party and is not viewed 
with favour by the Shah, since the Ministers were selected entirely by the Majlis 
without consideration of is wishes 
1¢ press has for some time past been. urging the Government to prepare 
Bersia's claims for compensation for the damage she has-suered. and ahcriices 
she has made in putting her territory and her communications at the dig 
OF the Allies, Lis usual now for Persians to refer to Persia as the Bridge of 
Victory and to claim that it was Persia's contribation that tipped the scale in 
favour of the Allies. The Ministry of Finance has issued instructions to all 
lepartments of the Government to prepare lists of losses and damage incurred 
Since August 1941 as a result of the etry of Allied troops into Persia. Tn a 
Fecent specch to a gathering of Ministers, officials-and journalists the Shah 
stressed the necessity for ensuring that Persia obtained at the Peace Conference 
the compensation to which she was entitled for her unstinted sacrifices. He 
deplored the lack of unity evident in the country at such a critical period and 
hoped that all members of the community would put aside their personal quarrels 
and combine to secure for Persin the place to which sho was entitled 
3. _In the same speech the Shah called attention to the hardships from which 
the majority of the population was suflering. The alleviation of this distress 
Was, he said, the responsiblity not only of the Government but ofall capable and 
Patriotic people. There must be a better exploitation and a more even distribution 
Of the national resources. ‘The improvement of education and of hygiene was 
important, but it was more important still to ensure that the people were fed. 
4. ‘Tagizadch and Sepabbudi, Persian Ambassadors in London and Angora 
tespectively, have arrived in Tehran for constiltation with their Government. 
Jam, the Persian Ambassador in Egypt, is expected shortly. Ahi, Ambassador 
in Moscow, has also been summoned, but is reported to be too ill to uravel. 


A ppointments—Cieil. 
i), Ashrafi, to be Par 


‘Beonomic. 

6, Allied successes have brought about a considerable reduction in the 
wholesale prices of imported goods—us much ax 60 per cent, in, some cases—but 
Fetail prices are not as yet affected. 


Russian Affairs. 


7. A Russian Mission, «aid to consist of ‘ experts,” has arrived in Tehran, 
Tt is headed by Kavtarzadeh, Assistant Conitnissar for Foreign Affairs, and 
Tumour says that its visit is connected with oil concessions. At a reception yiven 
in his honour by the Persian Government, Kavtaradzeh expressed his apprectation 
Of the zeal shown by the Persian Governnient and nation in assisting the transport 
Of supplies to Russ 

2.” His. Majesty's Consul-Gaiiral’ at” Meshed reports that a considerable 
umber of Russian troops have left that town for Russia, 


French Affairs. 
9. The French Legation has. announced that the nine scholarships at, the 


University of Beirut which were allotted to Persian students in 1942 by the Free 
French authorities will be available again in 1944-45. 


Tehran, QAth Séptember, 144 
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( 6252/422/34) No. 20. 


Sip R. Bullard to Mr. Kilen—(Receicedt 13th October.) 
(So. 984) 

_ HIS. Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty’* 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affdirs, and has the honour to ‘rao 
herewith « copy of Intelligence Summary No. 37 of the Ist October, 1944, for the 
period of the 25th September to the Ist October, 104, compiled by the military 
Attaché to this legation: 


Tehran, 2nd October, 1944. 


Pnclosure int No, 20. 
(Boeret.) 
Military Attacké’s Intelligence Summary No. 37 for the Period 
25th September-lat October, 1944. 


Persion Afiairs. 
Political. 

THE. necessity for measures to counteract the effects of Tudeh. party 
propaganda on the workers ix being. more widely recognised by the governing 
Classes. Moreover, they fear that the departure of Allied troops may result in & 
large ier of unemployed who, wil be tends subjects for, subversive pepe, 

‘ids, The problem of dealing with these is now engaging the attention of the 
Hovernment, And, with a view to inducing the working classes to believe that 
the Government is concerned with their interest, a commission, which includes 
ropresentatives of the Ministries of Agriculture and of Communications, has bee® 
formed in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry with the tasks of collecting 
information regarding the numbers and conditions of employment of workers i 
Government factories and industrial establishments; drawing ap regulations t0 
‘avert unemployment among workers; organising centres of technical instruction 
for workers to increase their output; improving the hygienic condition 
factories: preparing plans to attract capital tothe development of Sndasty, 
public works. 


Appointments Civil. 
2—(i) Hussein Mahiman to be Under-Secretary of Stite in the Ministry of 


Fina 
(ii) Abdul Rahim Arfa to the Persian Consul in Trebizond. 


Persian Forces. 
3 In July 1943 a Persian detachment of some 9) men suffered a disaster 


at the village of Semirom (ge Summary No. 27, paragraph 7), Various allegs 
tions were subsequently made of treachery and cowardice on the part of officers 


of the garrison and of incompetence and neglect of duty ou the part of the 
divisional commander and his staff. The trial of a number of officers and othet 
ranks has recently been completed and sentences on seven officers have heel 
announced, varyi 
detention, The 


Appointments—Mititary. 

5.—(i) Sarlashkar Ismail Shafai (F.0. 190; M.A. 261) to be Persian Military 
Attaché in Moscow. 

ii) Sarhang Ahmed Vosuq to the second-in-command of the Officers’ Cadet 
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Internal Security. 
Kurdiston 

6. Hama Rashid. followed up. his occupation of Merivan (sce y 
No. 35/44, paragraph 10) by an itisolent telegram to the Persian Government 
which induced them rather reluctantly to agree to operations by Persian troops 
for the eviction from Merivan of Hama Rasbid's followers and.the Governor he 
had set up there. This operation was successfully carried cut with little 
Opposition although the Persian General Staff lain a have a puted some twenty 
oPPttama Hachid’s men, and. to have inflicted. casualties. Operations against 
Hama Rashid are to be coutinued by the advance of a eolumm from Saqqiz to 
Baneh. More serious opposition is expected here, The object of the operation 
is to put an end to Hama Rashid’s rule at Banieh and to substitute for it an 
administration under a Persian official, supported by a force of gendarmerie of 
Kurds offcered by alficers of the regular gendarmerie, Since Hama Rashid, if 
driven out of Baneh, can take refuge in Traq, the Persian Government has 
requested the Traqi Government vores him if ho crowes the frontier. ‘The 
Minister without Portfolio of the Persian Governiment is to visit the area to 
assure the Kunis of the good intentions of the Government, but, since the Govern: 
ment has no definite benefits to pro id since, even if they had, the Kurds 
havedlittle faith in Persian promises, his visit is likely to be of limited value. 

"7... There is some croslible evidence that Hama Rashid is acting in agreement 
with Qazi Muhammad of Mahabad, who i¢ popular ta be the centre 
Of the Kurdish independence movement in Persia. It is definitely known that 
there is in Mahahad much talk of Kurdieh independence and an absence of any 
sign of recognition by the Kurds of Persinn authority. As reported in Summary 
‘No. 35/44, paragraph 9, the Russians are suspected St acorn ng thie movement 
‘There are feports that Ruslan officers visited Hama Rashid in tho lator hulf 
of August; and. Soviet officials in Kermanshah and Tehran have immedintely 
Shown a lively interest in, and some disapproval of, the operations now in progress. 


Khusestin 

8. The Bani Turuf ate shortly to be invited te suPrender their arms on the 
assurance that one-third of the umber they now ‘will be returned to 
‘eliable chiefs on licence. The invitation is fo be backed up by & show of force. 
‘The local civil and military Porsian authorities are confident that there will be 
no general disturbance 

Rustian Aifairs, 

9, The Assistant Commisear for Foreign Affairs, M. Kaytaradzeh (600 
Sumsnary No, 30/44, paragraph 7), has made i known tof w Persian Government 
that he te here for the purpose of negotiating @ concession for the exploitation 
of oil in the Semnan area. The prospect of having « Soviet Goversiment concern 
established in Persia has filled the Persian Goyernment with great wlarm. 

70. In addition to a hospital, the opening of which was: reported in 
Summary No, 35/44, paragraph 14, the Russians have tiow opened « school in 
Tabriz. While it is Said to be principally for children of Russian sabjects, i ha: 
been afinounced that Persian children will also be accepted, without fees. The 
carricalum has been designed for a course of study of ten years; the’principal 
Tanguage will be Turki, with Russian, Persian and English as subsidiary 
languages; the teachers will be Soviet Azerbaijanis. For neither the hospital 
‘not the school was the perinjasion of the Persian Government asked, and insult has 
heen added to injury by establishing Turki as the principal language: Tn Meshed 
the Russians have opened classes for the teaching of Russian to Persians. ‘These 
classes are being attended by some, 300 Persians. 

11. A very active Russian intriguer, Marchenko, who was vice-consal at 
‘Tabriz, bas recently arrived in Isfahan as vice-consul. ' While in Tabriz he was 
shameless in bis interference in Persian affairs, unco-operative with his Britisl: 
colleague, and undistinguished for any pro-British sentiments. 


American Affairs, 


12 Two American officers have arrived in Tabriz. to arrange for the 
evacuation from Russia of American air force personnel via Julfa, 


Tehran, 1st October, 1944. 
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(6444 /322/35) No. 21 
Sit R. Bullard to Mr: Blea —(Receieed Qst October.) 
No, 391.) 
HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to Hic Majesty's 
incipal Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs and has the honotir to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 88-for the period 2nd Ovtober to 
8th October, 194, compiled by the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 9h October, O44. 


Enclosure ia No. 2 
(Secret) 
Intelligence Summary No. 38 for the period 2nd October to 8th October, 1944. 
Persian Aggairs, 
Politica i 
1, ‘The Shah recently received the Prime Minister, representatives of the 
Majlis, journalists and some others, In addressing thein he laid stress 00 the 
necessity for the development of irrigation, for the preservation of existing forests 
and the planting of new forests with a View to increasing the rainfall. The 
upeech was reported in the press. Such interviews are meant to be taken as an 
indication of the Shah's intention to act in « more constitutional and open manner 
ie regard his relations with Deputies and journalists than he has teen accused 
of doing, 
2. "Speculation about oil concessions has filled much space int the press and 


in the public mind, and some consternation has been caused by a frank inter 
view given to the press by Kavtaradzeb, the Soviet Assistant Commissar for 
Foroign Aflairs—see Summary No, 37/44, paragraph 9—where he stated that he 
hind. come to, Persia specially to investigate the possibility of oil exploitation in 


the north. The report of the experts he bad brought with him had been favour- 
able; he was now offering termus for a concession to be givett to the Soviet Govern. 
mont and was awaitingean answer. ile said that his Goverament attached great 
importance to this concession from the point of view of strengthening political, 
economic and cultural relations with Persia. He gave his assurance that the 
invaluable co-operation of Persia in bringing help to Russia would have the best 
results in tightening the bonds between the two nations. 

3... The,three to. four months’ grace allowed ‘by the Goveriiment to 
Dr, Millspaugh bas now expired, He bas written a letter to the Prime Minister, 
publishod in the press, in which he claimed that developments during these months 
provided an effettive anawer to his critics, Every endeavour had been tiade to 

Nain the maximus quantity of iaports and to take the Best use of the quotas 
‘binibed prices had dropped; monopoly soos were being actively distributed 
the. road transport service bad been” progressively improved: revenues, bad 
{ncreaeed and, if expenses did not increase, ‘€ might be hoped that next year the 
udget deficit, if not totally ‘extinguished, would be’ materially reduced: the 
Government now bald stocks of grain greater than had ever been kitown in Persia: 
twoful plans had been drawn up for the post war period. Dr. Millspaugh claimed 
that there remained only one point which might create dissension between himself 
‘on the one hand and the Government and Parliament on the other, and that was 
the question of the special powers given to him. Sugxestions had been made that 
tive Inw tbat gave him those powers should be abrogated. ‘That, he thoaght. woald 
hota gre minke the propo to narod ty degrees, the stnaion 
allowed, his special powers." Tn the ineantine, as he did not wish to give ans 
pretext to his opponents for accusing him of dictatorial actions, he proposed to 
exercise those special ers within the framework of the original law sanctionin, 
Nis eogaghtient as adviser oo financial questions—thal is to say be would work. 
wer the supervision of the Minister of Finance aid so restore the constitational 

responsibility of that Minister. : 

"The Russian inspired press, however, asserts that the economic position has 
greatly deteriorated and urges that Dr. Millspaugh should be deprived of his 
Special pomers and that the necessity for the retention of the American mission 
shoald be seriously. considered. 

4, An Indo-Iranian Cultural Committee has been formed in Tehran which 
includes the Prime Minister, a number of Persians distinguished for their cultural 
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attainments and representatives of the British Council and of His Majesty's 
sy. 

5,” Muhammad Sadiq Tabatabai has been re-elected President of the Majlis, 
gna the Deputies Malik Madani and Dr. Muazzemi have been elected. Vice- 
Presidents, 


Economie. 

6. Due in part to the fact that the Government now holds reserves of some 
90,000 tons, prices of grain are falling all over the country and in some places 
ate already below the price being paid by the Government to landlords for the 
surpluses they are bound to surrender. In consequence restrictions on the free 
movement of grain and flour have been removed. Prices af other commodities 
are also falling, in some cases even in the retail market. 

7. Since the death of Reza Shab there has been nsuch speculation in ‘Tehran 
regarding alleged large sums which are said to have been lodged by him in foreign 
banks. ‘The Court has published a letter addressed to the Prime Minister which 
says that enquiries had been made by Prime Minister Feroughi at the time of 
Reza Shah's abdication and that no sums in foreign banks had been traced. ‘The 
Shah now authorised the Prime Minister to make all farther enquiries that were 
necessary to clear up this matter definitely. 

5. “The Persian press reports that Persia has been invited to send repre. 
sentatives to the International Air Conference to be held in America in Novem! 
The representatives selected are Hussein Nawab and De, Naar, commercial 
representative of Persia in the United States 

9, A commercial mission composed of representatives acleoted by the Tehran 
Chamber of Commerce is to attend the American Trade Conference, 


A ppointments—Cii 
., 10. Mahmud Afshar to be Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of 
Education 


Persian Forces, 
11. A Bill-has been Inid before the Majlis for the grant of an additional 
Of 16 million tomans to the Ministry of War for the remaining wonths of 
year. ‘The amount is to be obtained by borrowing from the 
‘The Bill is likely to meet with some opposition 


Appointments—Military. 
12,—(i) Sartip Amsadullah Gulshayan to be Deputy Chief of the General Staf, 
{i} Sarisier"Hollah Kadeavaal to be “Dircton of Arvenals’ and 
Factories. 
) Colonel Jawadi to be head of the Officers’ Personnél Branch of the 
General Stall 


Internal Security. 
Kurdistan 

13. The Persian forces operating against Hama Rashid—see Summary 
No, 37/44, paragraphs 6 and 7—occupied his stronghold at Banch with little 
opposition on the Ist October. It is not yet known where Hama Rashid has with 
drawn. An emissary from Hama Rashid has visited His Majesty's Consul 
General at Tabriz and stated that Hanna Hashid does not veish to fight and. aske 
for British intervention to effect a settlement; if the British do not intervene he 
will appeal to the Rossin and other tribes for support. Qazi Muhammed and 
other Kurdish chiefs of, the Mahabad area have been suintnoned to Tehran to 
discuss the general Kurdish situation with the Government. » Much ie being made 
in the Tehran press of reports of the miserable condition of the people of Banch 
after two years of Kurdish rule. Subscriptions are being asked for, and the 
Shah has contributed 100,000 rials; As the of conditions in Baneh come 
from the Persian army, who are anxious to show that they have accomplished 
something meritoriots, they may be treated with reserve, 

Kuhigalu. 

14, There bas teen further minor fighting between the Boir Almadi tribes 
which has so far affected only themselves. Abdullah Zarghampur's appeal to 
Nasir Qashgai for help met with little as the Qashgai tribes showed no 
Willingness to be involved in this dispute, probably because they feared they might 
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find: themselves in conflict. with the, Mamassannim who control the migration 
routes of the important Qashgai sob-tribes, the Kashguli and the Darashuri. 
Nusir’s brother, Malik Mansur, did go some way to the help of Abdullah 

i 200 or so men, bot when his suggestions for a settlement of one 

in causes of the dispute, the rival claims to certain lands, was tu 

tlown by Abdullah Zarghampur, he is reported to have withdrawn. ‘The Persian 
huthorities, believing, perhaps rightly, that the Boir Abmadi united are a greater 
‘auger to the peace of others than the Boir Abmadi quarrelling among themselves, 
fate pot, discouraging the opposition to Abdullah Zarkhampur's aspirations t¢ 
make himself paramount cliet in Knhigalu and are prepared to assist if it should 
show signs of being overcome, 


Russian A fairs. 

15.  Provious:to the advance on, Baneb reported in paragraph 13 above 
Russian officer visited the Persian. general commanding the troops and showed 
‘some anxiety about the operation, He asked that the Russians should be informed 
if there was any prospect of the operations extending to Mababad and Miandoab, 

16. A party of about eight Russians, officers and soldiers, bas been making 
am extended tour through South Persia, ” It) was, reported in. Bakhtiari—see 
‘Summary No. 0/44, paragraph 15—at the end of July, and in August it ot 
Similar party was in'the Kerman district north of Kerman. The explanat 
xtiven of the purpose of their journey. is invariably that they are seeking lorries 
Solon from the Soviet Govertimnen, 

17. Persian newspapers under Russian influence have for vome time past 
deol combating the argument that Mersin economy should be based on agriculture 
ind have been urging the initiation of an extedsive programme of industrial 
Hation. Regulations issued by the Ministry of Education for the establishment 
CC priviary schools in rural districts have met with severe criticism on, the grounds 
thet the retention of ebildren for education in.rural districts is part of a uefarious 
lesign on the part of foreigners to retain Persia as a backward agricoltural 
Country, producing raw materials for the benefit of foreign capitalists and pro- 
Viding a Market for their manufactured gorls, Country children, the, argument 


aoa be brought to the towns for education. 
ce anal an. important Soviet Commissar from Baku, is reliably 


to have made recently # secret Visit to Persian Azarbaijan, inoluding the 
town of Khoi in the Kurdiah area, 


reported: 
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ullard to Mr. Kden-—(Received 27th October.) 
(No, 390. : . 
(No. TTS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 39 for the period the 9th 
TSth October. 1044, compiled by the military attaché to this Jegation. 


Tehran, 6th October, 144 
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Enclosure in No. 22. 

Sis jod the Oh 

iis ttaché's Intelligence Summary No. 30 for the period the Ot} 
Mattar Attaches IaNOI TSN October, YHA 


Persian Affi 

rolitieal. = 

‘ concession for the right, to explore for oil in 
vd of the capital. ‘The effects on Persia’ 

follow on the invasion of the area. 

Quelian, ‘army of S 
sical spring the places left 
vacant on the wi ted; and there is 


eitly general approval of the Government's repl representatiee, 


% 


Kavtaradzeh, to the effect that it had been decided to postpone’ decision on the 
‘several applications for concessions for the exploitation of oi) until after the war. 
There are, however, not a few who regard this defiance as dangerous temerity, 
likely to provoke di le retaliation, # fear which Soviet officials have not 
failed to exploit; and in the press there is not only an absence of the’ hostile 
criticism Ghat was directed against the British and American competitors for 
concessions hut, in certain papers supported by the Russians or inspired for the 
‘occasion, much argument as to the necessity for restoring the balance in forei 
relations, upset by the Anglo-Franian Oil Company's concession in the south, fr 
granting to the Russians a concession in the north; other articles, clearly not 
‘written by Persians, would represent the Russian demand as having been dictated 
‘hot at all in the interests of Rassia, Russia having nio need of more oil, bt solely 
by the Soviet Government's 


i 
warning the public that he has been bronght to Persia by the same influences that 
Ibrowht Seyyid Zia to serve the purpose in which they now realise that Seyyid Zia 
‘cannot succeed. Tagizadeh bas a reputation for patriotism, and be would not be 
fas compliant with Russian desires in sich matters as oil concessions as their 
Sandidate forthe premiership, Qavam cx Sultane 

3. Some embarrassment has teen caused to the Government and some 
resentment in the Court by Dr, Millspangh's summary dismissal, without previous 
consultation with the Government, of the Governor of the National Bank, an 
ialucutial and outstanding personality who stande well with the Court The 
Government has decided that, the dismissal was not within Dr. Millspangh's 
competonce—a decision which bas given much pleasure to Dr. Millipangh's many 
feneinies and has not enhanced his prestige or his reputation for political wisdom, 

4” In Persia the war in Enrope now takes second place in poplar interes, 
to the conflict that Persians are now convinced is taking place between British 
and Russian policies—in Poland, in the Balkans, in Persia. In Persia they think 
they se the British, struggling fo preserve the appearance of concord with their 
powerful ally, yielding, as little as may be perhaps, to Russian anti-British 
ggressiveness. Attacks on British policy in certain Persian papers are well 
Known to have been inspired by the Russians; and the nature of the enquiries 
made by Soviet officials of Persian officials leaves no doubt of the discord between 
Russian and British policies in Persia. 

3. Sartip Abdullah Hidayet, Under-Sccretary of State for War, has been 
appointed Acting Minister for War. 


Economie. 

6. Dr. Millspangh has issued a circular instruction to. all Ministries 
notifying them that the special powers given to him in economic and financial 
‘matters will future be exerised under the general supervision of the Minister 
of Finance. All regulations and corr nce on matters of policy will be 
Signed jointly by Dr. Millspaugh as Administrator-General of the Finances and 
hy the Minister of Finance. 

7._ The Government has approved the grant of a credit of 1 million rials 
to the Ministry of the Interior for the reform and improvement of prisons. 

5. Some progress has been made with the distribution of monopoly goods— 
cloth, tea and sugar—in tribal areas, Over 100,000 rations were distributed to 
the Guaiai;, 208,000 rations were arailable for datribation to the Haltie, 
bat lack of cash prevented the tribesmen from taking more than 60,000. 
Distribution has also heen made in. Khuzestan on a wide scale and in Luristan, 
and it is hoped that a beginning will shortly be made with the Kurds, 


Internal Security. 
Kurdistan. 

9. HisM ijt Consul-General in Azerbaijan reports that during a recent 
tour west of Lake Rezaieh he found generally « much healthier atmosphere as 
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regards the Kurds. There was evidence of some slight recognition on. their, part 
of Persian anthority and of an increasing realisation of the possibility ois 
re-establishment, throaghont Kurdish territory. Kurds were talking of the 
necessity of finding a modus vivendi with the Persian authorities, and some Kurds 
spontaneously expressed loyalty to the Persian Government. Qazi Muhammad 
of Mahabad, who has been credited with being the nist of the Kurdish 
independence movement in. those, parts, admitied that alf Kurds did not want 
independence; many would be content with an administration that gave them 
some consideration ; schools where Kurdish would be allowed, health services, 
better communicati 

with some degree of ly 

‘The improvement spl seneral attributes partly to 
‘an apparent cessation alitical scsierey. and partly.to. the personality 
of the Military Governor-G: |, Colonel bani. 

10. In the Mababad. area the Kurds were said to be fairly orderly, but 
further north the Jalali, Herki and Shakak were being a pest to their settled 
neighbours, The Russian authorities had at last agreed to. the location of 
300 troops at Maku and to their employment for the protection of villages against 
marauding Kurds, 

11... There is no further news. from Baneh, nor is it known where Hama 
Rashid has taken refuge, The Minister without portfolio, Fahimi, is due io 
Baneh shortly with supplies of tea, sugar and cloth. He will make recommenda- 
ions to Government regarding the fature administration of Baneh district 
Qazi Muhammad and other chiefs of the Mahabad district have been sximmoned 
to Tehran for a conference with the Government, whose int ions as rds the 
Kurds are benevolent, although they may not have the capacity to translate them 
into practice nor the power to control the rapacity of their local officials 


South Persia. 

12, The downward migration of the tribes has hegnn, accompanied in the 
Gre of the Qushgai, according to reports, by a good deal of levying of tribute 
from villages. Some 500 families of the Darasburi mib-tribe of the Qashgat are 
to remain for the winter in their summer quarters jn the Setnirum area. Whether 
this will lead to their permianeot settlement in that area and be the beginning of 
the sodentarisation of the tribe ik not yet known: but their presence in that’ nrea 
ihould serve to check the Boir Abshadi raiding that nsually takes place when the 
‘Quahgai leave their summer quarters, 


Russian Affairs. 


12. The Soviet authorities are again demanding large quantities of tice 
from the Persian Government, for which they offer to barter cotton piece-goods 
‘and miscollancous articles. In a similar transaction last year the Persian 
Government lost heavily, but if they refuse to accommodate the Soviet author 
this year the latter will obtain the rials to pay for the rice by selling pie 

other ‘on the black market. The Soviet has already obtained b 

prices on the black market sugar and tyres, commodities whic 
they obtain from the Allies on Lease-Lend. Needless to say no customs duty is 
wid on any of the goods imported by the Soviet authorities for sale on the 
tert he Russian t or 
) Transovttans; the Russian transport organisation correspond 
UKE, pare. now oe their cena ae ies a ‘Summary oe 
paragraph 14) owing to a drop in freights which has made operation unprofital 
‘Apart: from i Political Patenticn! they may have had in extending Soviet 
jisations into South Persia, their main object was to obtain rials. The 
velricles used were either Lease-Lend tracks or vehicles hired from Persian owners. 
‘They ignored all the rules of the Persian Road ‘Transport Department, 

16. - Hik Majesty's Consal-General in Azerbaijan, after a recent tour west 
of Lake Rezaieb, reports that there is now much less evidence of Russian political 
activity among the Kurds, ‘The local Governor-General was positive that the 
Russians were not now encouraging Kurdish lawlessness. This improvement may 
be due to a change in the personnel of the Soviet Consulate at Rezaich, the new 
consul showing some evidence of a desire to be ahs to the Persian Adminis- 
‘tration, Three hundred Persian troops had been allowed to Maku to protect the 
Villages against Kurdish brigandage 
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rt 
yeneral’s visit. 


17, Some 2.000 Russian troops arrived in Meshed on the 7th October. See 
also Summary No. 36/44, paragraph 8, which reported the departure of a 
considerable number of troops from Meshed for Russia, 


Tehran, W5th October, 1944. 
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‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden.—-(Received 6th November.) 
(No, 405.) 4 
HIS Majesty's representative’ presents his compliments to His. Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 40 for period the 16th to 
‘22nd October, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, Brd October, 1944 


Enclosure in No, 23, 
(Scoret,) 
Military Asttachd's Intelligence Summary No, 40 for the Period 
10¢h-nd October, 1G 
Persian Affaire 
Political 
THE Russians are trying in a variety of ways to frighten the Prime 
Minister, the Deputis and th people into reversing the decision of the Govern. 
‘ment that no concessions for the exploitation of oil should be given until after 
the war. The greater part of the Tehran press has been mobilised, not only those 
papers previously dependent on Russian support. The Tudeh press hind somo 
difficulty in wriggling out of the position it had adopted, before Kavtaradzeh 
appeared on the scone, towards the granting of concesiions. Tt explained, 
however, that its opposition was only to concessions that might allow foreigners 
to exercise influence injurious to the integrity and economy of Persia. The war 
of nerves has been prosecuted by parading thiough the streets of Tehran lorry. 
oads of menacingly armed Russian soldiers and by plain threats to prominent 
Persians and, delivered by the Soviet Ambassador himself, to the few editors who 
‘had ventured to support the Government. Ramours are being circulated to the 
effect that, Russia is on the point of breaking off relations; Persians are urged 
to remember the fate of Finland; the Russian press has claimed that the whole 
Persian pres and public opinion are in favour of acespting Rossi's geerots 
dffer (in fact, the Russians have as yet given no indication of the terms they are 
prepared to’offer): and a broadcast from the Tehran Broadcasting Station, 
ed nominally by the Trano-Soviet Cultural Society, was used mininly to 
ive extracts from the Russian-inspired Persian press hostile to thi Government's 
lecision 
2 Public opinion generally does, in fact, support the Gove 
decision, but few Persians have t to give their support openly. 
Britain, it is hoped, will intervene and save Persia. from having to choose 
between the unpleasant alternatives of surrendering her northern provinces to 
Russia or incurring Russian hostility. The Shah is reported. to be determined 
to stand firm, and the Prime Minister’ will probably do so; but a very violent 
and venomous campaign is being w: him in the Persian press that 
is under Russian influence. He is aconsed of following a one-sided, policy. in 
foreign affairs, of being hostile to Russia and of trying to wreck Russo-Persian 
relations. In a speech in the Majlis he claimed that’ the decision to. postpone 
gomsideration of the granting of oil concessions until after the war had bee taken 
by the Council of Ministers before the arrival of Kavtaradgch, as was recorded 
in the minutes of a Cabinet meeting. 
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Economic. 


‘% Certain changes have lately been made in the Cereals and Bread Regula- 
tions, of whieh the effect is to— 


(a) Give higher exemptions to the stnaller landlords. 
Dh ant to pian completely. 

(¢) Remove all restrictions on the transport of grain. 
‘These modifications have been made partly because of political pressure, but 
they can be justified by the improvement in the general situation as regards 
cereals, which may be summarised as— 


i) ‘The possession by the Government of considerable reserves of grain. 
(li) The decreasing tendency to hoard resulting from favourable war news 
(ii) The recent falls in the price of grain on the free market. 


It is expected that the result of permitting’ the free transport of grain, 
‘combined with the fall in prices due to the unloading of hoarded stocks, willbe 
to incrense the supply of grain on the free markets in towns, thus lightening the 
Government's task of collection and distribution, »'The Government hopes to be 
able to control the price onthe free market by issues from the stocks obtained 
from the collection of landlords’ surpluses. Tf present trends continue. the 
Government hopes to hold at the end of the current harvest year stocks of 
150,000 tons of grain, 

4. Colonel Mahmud Khosravani of the Persian air forve has been selected 
as an additional representative of the Persian Government at the International 
‘Air Conference to be held in America in November (see Summary No, 35/44, 
paragraph 8). Colonel Khosrovani hax already: been in America purchasing 
Aircraft and made profits from that transaction which were considered to be 
scandalous even in Persia. 

5. Tho Red Lion and Sun.(the Persian Red Cross) Society announces that 
it has received subscriptions of 600,000 rials for the relief of the inbabitants of 
Banch who have suffered from the maladministration of Hama Rashid. Of this 
amount, the sam of 400,000 rialk ik waid to have been subscribed by officers of 


Persian Forcis 


posed, all were rejected except 
itary officers and three judges 
funds and. certain offences of 


va made by the Acting 
Minister for War coucernin My jon to the Shah evoked an 
‘emotional protest. from the that he 
‘was more devoted to the Shab th nd to 


Internal Seewrity. 


8. Ithas boen decided in principle to apply the Mil v 
to offences committed on the railway and on certain roads with a view to speedin, 
Up the teal of offences ageinat Allied property and legalising the imposition of 
more severe sentences. 


Kurdistan, 

sean’ TH {llwing information has een given ty the Persian, General 
Hama Rashid hos taken refuge in Iraq and from there be has made several 
incursions into Persian territory which have resulted in clashes. with Persian 


columns and casualties to both sides, inclading one of Hama Rashid’s brothess. 
‘The Persian forces are, however, in eflective occupation of the Baneh and 
Merivan areas Important chiefs, sach as Suleiman Jaf and his.two sons and the 
chiefe of the Mangur, have visited the Persian commander, at Baneh, and 
promised their co-operation against Hama Rashid, who had, made himself 
Unpopular by his exactions. He had destroyed almost everything: in, Baneh 
except the mosques before he fled. The people are gradually returning to, their, 
homes. The Minister without Portfolio and one of the Kurdish Deputies in the 
Majlis are due at Baneh on the 22nd October and they will distribute tea, sugar 
cloth which has been provided by the Government. The Persian’ General 
Staff will be giad if a British official would visit the area to see conditions. Since 
it seemed unlikely that the Traqi Government would Co-operate to the extent of 
nding up Hama Rashid and, his followers if they remained in Iraq territory, 
Government had had to decide to maintain garrisons of all arms in 

during the winter. 


Khuzestan. 

10. Three columns of Persian troops are now moving to positions of 
tactical importance on the outskirts of the Beri Turaf country preparatory to 
a summons being given to the tribe to surrender its arms. If the summonw is 
‘obeyed the troops will take no action. The Beni Turuf Arabs are believed to 
postess about 2.500 rifles, of which about 800 will be returned to them for their 
own protection. 


Kuli-Gatw, 
It is reported that all thé Boit Ahmadi winter quarters are now 
ed by the opponents of Abdullah Zargbampur with the exception of Pili 
@ rather, important tactical point, which is occupied by Abdullah himself, 
Khosrow, his brother and enemy, appealed for the assistance of Persian aircraft 
to drive out Abdullah, but this request was refnsed. Relations between 
‘Abdullah and Nasir Qushgai are reported to be deteriorating, Nasir js playing 
for his own hand and Government approval, 


Pars, 

12. Nasir Qushgai hax found that his position in Fare and. his authority 
in the Qaibyal tribes are weaknuing., Ho has writen te the Government. to the 
‘effect that, 11 it is desired that, he and hix brothers should maintain order in the 
tribe, he must, be given material and moral support against Kalantars of sub- 
tribes who are now questioning his authority, Ho s that one of his 
brothers should live in Tebran and that, of himeelf and the others, one should 
bo with the tribe and one in Shiraz, ‘The Government is in something: of 
quandary, Qashgai Jawlessness. is increasing, whether. instigated. by. Nasir or 
aot, bai rnment. forces are nol y ly to assume direct responsibility 

ny order in the tri ‘give Nasir official recognition and support 
as being responsible for the behaviour of the whole tribe is, tantamount: to 
{soognising him as Ukhan--a retrograde measure which the Persian Government 
hhas been trying to avoid. 


Russian A fairs. 


15, \A.tcam of Soviet footballers ig now in Tehran ta plays seret of 
matches. Few pei . however important, have been so greatly féted or 
been given so mach publicity. 

Td, Tho Soviet exploration of South Persia, to which reference has been 
made in previous’ summaries, continues. A party of Red Army officers bas 
recently been making investigations, of a nature not yet ascertained, in the 
Zahidan area and along the Zahidan-Birjand road 


Tehran, 2nd October, 1944. 
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(B 6094/42/34) No. 24. 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—(Receiced 10th November.) 

(No. 419) 7 a 

HIS ‘Majesty represeniaive presente. his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Af—iirs, and has the honour to transmit 

herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No. 41 for period the 23rd: October to 
the 20th October, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, 30th October, 1944. 


Enclosure in No, 24. 
Secret.) 


Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary No, 41 for the Period 2rd October 
ay M0 the 20th October, 1044 


Persian A fai 

Political, Taine 

1, The Russians have continued their campaign of would-be intimidation 
of the Persian Government and Majlis. The journalists of Tehran, with a few 
exceptions, were invited to the Soviet Embassy and there entertained by 
M. Raytaradzeh with an exposition of the altruistic motives that had induced 
tho Soviet Government to offer to exploit Persia's oil and of the advantages— 
in no caso precisely defined—that would. accrue to Persia; with veiled threats 
‘and with att attack on the bead of their Government with Whom, M. Kavtaradzel 
ald, the Soviet authorities cold have no further relations, although they still 
cherished the same warm feelings towards the Persian people whom M.’Sa’ed 
Was attempting to mislead. The newspapers, supported by the Russians, bave 
increased the yiolence of their attacks on the Prine Minister, accusing him of 
deliberately trying to emobroil Persia with Russia, They remind their readers 
that those who opposed the Soviet are to-day being destroyed by the guns of 
the Red army; ‘hat Russia will have much to do with the settlement at the 
Peace Conference of the conditions of the 
with their expressions of regard for the w 
authorities have stopped the transport 
the over-stocked granaries of the north. 
stroke of the offensive was th 


bi the common 
ly. 

3. In his interview with the journalists—referred to in paragraph 1— 
Kavtaradzeh stated -— ? 
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{e) The Soviet Government would pay royalties according to production’ and 
@ sum to be agreed upon in lieu of customs dues, and would supply 
Persia's needs in oil products. ‘ i 

(d) At the end of the period of the concession all constructions and installa- 
tions would be surrendered to the Persian Government. 

(©) Employment would be found for thousands of Persian workmen, particu: 

rly for those who had helped in the transport of eupplies to Russia 

g Persians would be trained inal the technical Beanaies of oil rodction 

) During the preliminary geological survey it might be expected that. other 
mite resources would be discovered which would be of ene to 
rsa, 2 

(A) The Soviet Government would accept responsibility for the medical care 
of all employees and their families, 

() The Prime Minister in preliminary discussions had expressed his 
approval in principle of the Soviet proposals. His subsequent refusal 
to grant any concessions for oil until after the war had been badly 
received by the Soviet authorities and his attitude would lead to a 
deterioration in Russo-Persian relations 


r of having been 
approved of it 
, iven by the 
Soviet Embassy fret propeved 
to the Pe ‘oll 
ain 
ow 
iven to the pi 
the ‘matter of 


the war, 

5. The press states that the American Ambassador has written to the 
Persian Government confirming that no promise of « conoession had been given 
to the representative of any American oil company, and that be considered that 
the Persian Government was fally justified in postponing a decision until after 
the war. 

S. Dr, Millspangh has apparently refused to nccept the decision of the 
Government that his dismissal of the Governor of the National Bank was lira 
Pires ax, subsequent to that decision, he notified all other banks and departanonts 
of the Government that Tbtehaj’s signatare on officinl documenta was not valid, 

7. Hassan Tagizadeh, Persian Ambassador in London, has left Tehran 
on his return to England. Attacks on hit continued in the Soviet inspired press 
up to the time of his departare 

8. Majid Ahi, Persian Ambassador in Moscow, bas arrived in ‘Tehran-on 
a visit, 

9% The Minister of Roads and Comniunications, Mahmoud’ Nariman, his 
Signed as a protest against the Prime Minister's decision that M. Hossein 
Natisi, who had been dismissed from the post of Director-General of Railways, 
should be reinstated. 


Persian Forces, 
Army, 
10. "The Bill for the grant of an additional credit of 15 million tomans to 
‘army was passed by a substantial majority. An addition made to the Bill 
Was that the period of service for graduates and licentiates should be reduced 
to ove year (see also Summary No. 40/44, parageaph 6), 


A ppointments—Military, 

11) Sarlashkar Hassan Arfa (F.0. 30; M.A. 32) to be a Military 
Governor for the purpose of applying military law to offences committed on the 
railway nd on ‘certain roads not yet specitied (wee Summary No, 40/44, 
Paragraph 8). 

Sap Assadullah Gulshayan to be acting commander of the 
ime} 3) Gerla lah Jahanbani 8. 13 

(iii) Sarl wr Amanul al i (F.0. 108; MAL 
the ater det Scho e a ean 
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59; M.A. 198), commanding the 
jana at te invitation of the Air 
Persian Air Attaché in 


ne . 
12. Sarlashkar. Abmad. Nakchevan.(F.O. 1 
sian Air Force, has left Tehran to visit Engl 
Munutry, He is accompanied by Colonel Bayendor, 
London, who has been in, Tehran on a short visit 


Internal Security. 


18, The Giverior-General of Fars, appreciating tha the forces at his 
are not yet capable of controling the increasing disorder. among, the 
epee av reGuunentied to the Government: that Nasir Qashigai ould be 
recogpised as responsible for the maintenance of order in the tribe, and 
hat for this purpose he should be allowed to draw pay Trom.the Government for 
about 100 Fidemen. The Governor-General argues thit Nasir, as a Gorermment 
ofa agin to ep gre ithe tt i hen he tne cane 
0 any dif evieti 
FePeia a ty the parallel case of Morteza Quli Bukhari, thie seems at least « 


possibility. 


Fars, 


Kurdistan. . Lf 
counters between Persian troops 
Ri ant ih forse spray ot Tehran. A Beh one Ys retin Bane B 
conditions for i i the Persian General Stafl 
meet atthe invitation o 

£2, conditions for alin pace betwen nen! Perea. tary crs and Tragh 

ofa with a ew to tng he Traqi authorities t take action f not agate 
Hama Rashid Nimselt, agaist hie family and property now in Yraq territory 
Kecording to Persian reports the Iraqi authorities show no disposi 
co-operate 

eae Bei tas age etl Buch, MAL lla ving i the 

bourt an, 70 mil orth-west of Iranshahr, self ap 

neigh ected tuber of fllowers, and. started. feign of ter0r, 


nt him. After some ineffective 
tnudering weveral persons who ventured (o oppine hm. After some inefatine 


o by the gendarmerie, a military col 
Aiea the prophet and dispersed his followers 


Russian A flairs 

cation is required in paragraph 14 of Summary No. 330/44 

Tra ce casi eatianing their commercial operations in the wo-called Russian 
zane, 

Tehran, 29th October, W944. 





(EB 7036 /422/34) No, 25. . 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Kden—{Recticed 10th November’) 
Cos. ents his compliments to His’ Majesty's 
eaty's representative presents his conip “ 
Principal Bacetcry ora te for Morsian, ee Metnad the 80th October 
2 copy of Intelligence Summary No. 43 : 
ietae es Peer tote compiled by the military attaché to this legation, 


Tehran, Gth November, 1944 


Enclosure in No. 25. 
aay ‘odd the 80th October 
ili jaché'y Intelligence Summary No, 42 for the period? the 30F 
pepe “fo the Sth November, 1944. 


Persian A fairs 
Political. 
1. Until the middle of the wesk, Russian Ser the: prone and the 
itate in favour of the grant nssia of fe 
fe ea itation ef oil continued. Demonstrations were organised. in Tabriz, 





Ardebil, Qasvin, Resht, Bandar Shah, Pahlevi, Meshed, Isfahan and Sultanabad 
allt !s, wherever the Tudeh party had the necessary influenc:. In Tabriz 
the mob tried to rush the police headquarters and was fred on, one man being 
Killed and a few wounded, Russian troops intervened and allowed weither the 
Police nor Persian military patrols to interfere with the mob; moteover, they 
Prohibited the carrying of arms in the town by any member of the Persian forces, 
and olficers catrying arms were prevented from leaving their barracks. The com 
mander of the Persian troops was given twenty-four hours to leave the town. At 
Resht also the Persian police were similarly prevented from taking any measitres 
to restore order, In Infahan and Sultanabad, where there are ne Rencon troops, 
the demonstrations were tams and the stall crowds, who when they were first 
‘collected had no idea that they were to demonstrate in favour of aa oil concession 
to the Russians, soon dispersed. From the other towns concerned reports have 
hot yet been received. 

2._ Towards the end of the week, however, there were indications that the 
Russians were shifting their ground, perhaps even seeking means of easing 
the difficult situation they had created by breaking off relations with the Persina 
Government. They have perhaps realised that, not only are the mass of the 
Persian people opposed to the granting of this oil concession, but that. they 

antagonised and disillusioned, whore there had been illusion, by 

adopted by the Russians. Twenty-eight of the newspapers published 

in Tehran, including most of the loss disreputable ones, have announced their 
support of the Prime Minister's policy. In spite of the rigorous refusal of 
the Russian members of the Allied ceusorship to allow the despatch of any 
messages giving the Persian Government's version of the matter’ the Persiay 
case has been published in London, and this may haye lind something to do with 
the change of tone of the Sovist authorities. The Soviet Embasey has perhaps 
realised that it is unlikely that any Prime Minister dare now suggest compliance 
with the Russian demand, and that may be why Russian Dropaganda hag now 
changed Tt has ceased to lay stress on the advisability of the Soviet 
boing oil concession. Russian displeasuro is represented as being, ot 
ernment's decision to postpone consideration of application for 

oil concessions until ofter the war, but with the Prime Minister's alleged. pre. 
ications. Ruswia, it is said, had asked for this concession to prevent Shed 
giving i into bands that ‘might prove dangerous to Russia in. the. future 
"ed's policy seemed to be to facilitate the establishment in Porxin of a bie 
for Fascist aggression against Russia. Persians must realise that Russia would 
not allow Persia again to be a link in the chain of hostile countries that. the 
capitalist Powers had tried to after the Revolution, Tt waa 


ioral of all 


that 

that, 

would be 

be got rid 

More concrete evidence 

ed ty allot Wagons for the 

the north; and that they 

repared for Friday, the 

influenced by a procarnation 

in public of more than three 
persone. . 

3. In the Majlis there is a certain amount of opinion in favour af Sa’ed's 
resigning so that relations can be reopened with the Russians. Mestings of 
Tepresentatives of Majlis groups have been held to decide who should be his 
successor. “Dr. Musaddiq is favoured by the majority; but being a Depnty he 
cannot, according to the law, become a minister unless he resigns his seat.” He 
is willing to become Prime Minister as a temporary measure, provided some 
method can be found of legalising his resumption of his seat as a Deputy when 
he withdraws from the Premiership. ‘There is some talk of bringing It’ w Bill 
that will: prohibit the Government from, givi concessions until after the 
war. It is.angued that after the passing of sch a law Sn'ed ‘could tesign 
Without giving the impression that ho had been obliged to do so through leek 
of support for his policy. 

4. On the 20th October the Deputy, Dr. Musaddiq, made a very | 
speech in the Majlis which created some impression, His purpose was to 
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tint’ it was not in the interests of Persia that ofl concessions should be given 
to any foreigners since they upset the political baiance and did not profit Persia 
economically to an extent proportionate to their value. He went over a lot of 
old history; claimed that the reason why the Russians had occupied North 
Porsiu in 1941 had nothing to do with the defence of Persia against the Germans, 
but was solely to prevent the British establishing themselves there on some pretext 
in the vitinity of the Balu oilfields. He reviewed the 1921 Russo-Persian Treaty 
with favour, ahd, at great length, the terms of the A.1.0.C, concession whic 
hi etiticised ns being unjust to Persia. He blamed the Prime Minister for having 
Balled so long with the American concession-hunters and for not announcing 
eatlier the decision of the Government to postpone consideration of the grant 
of concessions until after the war. It was natural that the Russians, who were 
their neighbours, belioving that the Government was considering the grant of 
ts concession to the Americans should themselves apply for a coricession. | ‘The 
Soviet Government ould say one of two things : either that the concession for 
the northern provinces should be given to them to balance the concession given 
to ihe ALTOS or that Russia needed the concession becatse she needed oil 
Th the first case, the Majlis would certainly not approve. In the second case, he 
urged that the Government should reply that an international company composed 
of Persians and a limited number of foreign shareholders should be formed to 
exploit the northern oilfields and that the Government should undertake to sell, 
for w period to be settled by agreement, the surplus oil of the northern fields. 

"The Tudeh party has'published's lengthy manifesto giving the aims of 
the'party in general and tn particular a regards workers, pena intellect: 
women, tribes, education and health, finance and economics. Among the political 
ims are: tho independence and iategrity of Persia: democracy; co-operation 
with all freedom-loving countries; freedom of thought, specch and pen 
cduicational and religious freedom for minorities; electoral reform; the 
suppression of corruption in the police and gendarmerie. | For the workory it 
‘envisages a Utopia to be achieved through legislation. For the peasant it demands 
tn extension of peasant propritorship ty the dstibation of Government Inns 
‘and of the property of large landowners; loans of money and machinery; the 
eatablishment of schools and hospitals; "the improvement of irrigati 
revision of Inws govorning the proportion of the crop to be given by the peasant 
to the landowner. For women it aims at the right to vote in elections to local 
admininteation, the reform of the divorce laws and the equality of wife and 
imusband. In education it demands, besides a fundamental reform of the system, 
the introduction of political teaching and freedom from censorship of all kinds. 
Tt lays stress on the necessity for increased industrialisation and for Government 
conttol of economic affairs. Membership of the party is open to all Persian 
nationals over the age of 20 who accept the principles of the party, with the 
exception of criminals, persons who eo-operated with the old régime and members 
fof any other party. Subscriptions vary from 5 rials per mouth for persons whose 
fneome fs 1,000 rinls per month to 100 tials for persons whose income is 5,000 riale 
per month. Local committees must meet once a fortnight, and a central congress 
Of members elected fram provincial organisations will be beld yearly. ‘This 
congress will be the asprese ‘authority of the party. Youth organisations are to 
bbe formed, who will be instructed in Tudeh aims and policy, 

6. A step forward has been taken towards the execution of the Law of 

Conipntaory Primary Education, passed hy the Majlis in Tune 1943. A Jaw has 
now been passed authorising the expenditure of a credit of 50 million rials on the 
increase of teachers’ emoluments, on assistance to existing, schools and on the 
construction of new schools. Further, the Government is to draft a ten-year plan 
for the construction or purchase of buildings for new primary schools. in the 
capital and the provinces. The Ministry of Education nndertakes to, co-operate 
with the Ministry of Commerce and Indnstry in providing facilities for the 
‘euication of workers in factories. 
Beonomic, § 
7. A representative of the British engineering firm of Sir Alexander Gibbs 
and Company has been for some time in Tehran investigating projects for 
improving the water supply of Tehran. One of these projects is to hring the water 
of the Lar River, which flaws into the Caspian. to Tehran by tunnelling a canal 
throngh the watershed.” Another, and much less ambitious, project, which is, 
however, only a partial solution, is to improve the canal that now brings water 
from the Kerej River eo as to reduce wastage. 





8 The Persian representatives to attend the Trade Conferen i 
=e left Tebran. They are Dr. Ali Akbar Akbavi, Abmad naar 


Persian Forces. 


8. Two commissions have een formed to enquire into the a 
have been into the decounts of the 
Minisiry for War. One will investigate the accounts for twenty years, Res 
to August 1941; the other the accounts subsequent to that time’ The present 
Acting Minister for War and Chief of the General Stall hope dhe to embarrass 
jor officers and other rivals who might return to the Shah’s favour and ov 
Pepe ight return to the Shah’s favour and oust 


A ppointments—Military. 


10—{i) Sarhang Darakshani, Intely Governor-General _ of. 
Agertajan, wo command the Sl (Arertaijen) Divison, eee Sartip Khoworant 


(ii) Sarbang Najaf Qulii Abbasi to be deputy Military Governor of Tehran. 


road Internal Security. 
11. It has been decided to enlist 100 Bakbtiari trib i 

gendorimeri for service in Bakhtiari only. ‘They will be arte, clothed ard 

‘quipped on the naual darmeri sale The bak of them wil bo stationed at 

control of,Bahmai and Taibi-raiding some wi 1c sorvie 

of the Governor to maintain orderin the Bukitian ite eee 


Kermanshah, 


12. Decorations and rewards have been distributed by the Persi i 
authorities to the Jawanrudi tribesmen who (0: aN epopenctinsgnaiee. 
Sharif the Sewanrliheanen yy copes ste operons aaa 


Khuzestan, 


13, It is reported that the Sheikhis of the Beni Turuf, when su 
surrender their arms, agreed to do #0, and that 250 riflos Neve alrendz eet hades 
Solera it having been necessary for the Persian army to take any forcible 


Russian A fairs, 


14. His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed report S ivi 
eports that Soviet nctivition 

in Khorasan, a regards propaganda, calara. werk, ‘support of ‘worker 

orements and military measures allegedly for seit, have greatly increased 

15. ‘The Russians are trying to buy secretly for export to Russi 
. y aretly tho et 
stocks of woollen material, said to be 1 million yards, th the Tafahan mills, ANT 
this material is required for Persin’s own consumption, 


French Affairs. 
10. The Freach Legation ia Teirin, together with ita arch 
been in charge of the Swiss Legation, has. no over at Laon, 
jhe Miniter of tea Proviso! Govan Phas 
Turkish’ Affairs 


17, The Turkish Ambassado 7 
‘at for ome te, hae retaroed fo Tebeans nas Taras ho ha: been 


Tehran, 5th November, 1944. 
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(B 7229/822/88) No. 26. 
Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Eden—(Received 25th November.) 


(No. 439.) 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary No, 43 for the period of the 
Gin November t0 12th November, 1044, compiled hy the military attaché to this 
legation. 


Tehran, 13th November, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 26. 
(Secret,) 
Military A iaché’s Intelligence Summary No. 43 for the Period 
Gth-12th November, i944. 


Persian A ffairs. 
Political, 

SA'ED and his Cabinet have resigned. ‘The Russians having to all 
appearances dropped their demand for an oil concession—in fact, going so far 
as to pretend that that demand never was the importapt matter at issue but only 
Sa'ed's persistently anti-Russian policy—those timorous people, who incnde the 
Shah, his intimate advisers, with the exception of the Minister of the Court and 
many Deputies, who feared that their private interests might be affected by the 
prolongation of the crisis in Russo-Persian relations aud who desired a concilia 
tory gesture that. would make it possible for the Russians to re-establish relations 
with the Persian Gorerament, prevailed on Sa'ed to resign 

2. Unless the Russians are very ill-informed, they must know that by his 
refusal of their demand Sa'ed has greatly increased his prestige and is, in fact, 
‘minor national hero; not only that, but that Persian opinion was for the most 
Fart strongly opposed to the grant Of x concesion to the Soviet Government; 
that world opinion has not been tnisled by the artificial demonstration of hirelings, 
nor by the inspired climour of a certain section of the press; and that not only 
have they had a considerable rebuff, but also that the Tudeh party is greatly 
discredited, having plainly shown itself to all to be nothing more than an 
organisation for the furtherance of Soviet policy in Persia. Moreover, the 
leaders of the party have realised that their Russian connexion is no guarantee 
of security; the leading papers of the party have been suppressed, its head: 
quarters occupied by Peratan troops and some of the leaders arrested. Persians 
may well wonder what services the Soviet Ambassador and the Deputy Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs have rendered to Russia to merit the decorations whose award 
to them has recently been announced. 

‘3. In broadcasts from Moscow, in the Russian press and in the Russian 
inspired Persian press malignant aitacks on Sa'ed continued. ‘The similarity 
af the articles inthe Ttosian and Persian pres left no doubt as to their common 
origin, They included a certain amount of propaganda tothe effect that it was 
only to Russia that the Persian people could look with confidence for protection 

{nist colouising Powers and against exploitation. ‘The Izvestiya gave as proof 
of Sa'ed's treachery to his country that he allowed American troops to remain 
in Persia without any treaty right whatsoever. Reater's and the BBC. were 
Attacked for aitempting to mislead world opinion by suggesting that Sa'ed bad 
the support of public opinion in Persia, Certain Persian papers ventured to 
publish criticiams of Russian policy, usually offering, however, to make 
Allowances for the apparent fact that the Soviet Embassy had been misled as to 
Public opinion by its fale Persian friends. Ove paper published what i claimed 
{eas the gist of a letter written by President Roosevelt affirming America's concern 
for the integrity of Pe ps if that America’s treatment of Persia 
‘would be a model for all big Powers in their dealings with small nations. The 
editor of the paper claims that such a letter was written, but some time ago, to 
General Hurley, in acknowledgment of his report to the President on his visit 
to Persia, and that it was shown to the Persian Embassy in Washington with the 
President's permission. 








4 The Shah has been consi Gespatch of a special mission to 
Moscow to endeavour to appease the Soviet. Goversment Teeported that 
members of it would be 


be pleasing to the Russians. 

5. It seems likely that there will be some delay before a new Government 
is formed. There are at least fifteen willing candidates for the premiership. 
Dr, Musaddiq appears to have the largest support. in the Majlis, but no way hax 
yet been found to satisfy his condition that he should be allowed to retain a li 
‘on his seat in the Majlis. Failing him, the choice of the Deputies at present 
ems to lie between two elderly gentlmben, Hassan Tefandiari (Mubtasinos 
Sollanch) (FO. $0; MA. 195) and Huswin Samii (Adib-eeSultaneh (F-0, 19; 


Economic. 

6. According to an official statemont, the value of notes now in circulation 
amounts to 6532800,160 rials. In addition, the National Bank holds otes to 
the value of 947,551,440 rials 

7. After a Jong. drought rain has fallen over the greater part of Pe 
northwest of Tafabas ele ohi jai akg 

5. The Cabinet has approved the promotion of the Baksh of Jalirun in 
sonth-cast Fars to a Shahristan. It will Include the villages of Sa ft 
Gordian and Kubak. See Lea HS a 


Appointmente—Cieil, 
9.—{i) Sa’ed Sami’i to be Under Secretary of State for the Interior. 


(ii) Ahmad Thrahimi Zanganeh to be Under-Secretary of State for Cou 
and Industey 


A ppointmente—Military, 

,..10.{i) Sartip Ahmad Khosrovani (F-0. 118; M.A. 163) to command the 

Persian air force. (He wns recently bundled unceremoniously out of ‘Tabriz by 

the Russians, ax he wished to take action against Tudeh demonatratorx) 
(ii) Sarhiang Neishr to command the sth (Rezaieh) Brigade. 


4 Faternal Security. 
Fars, 

11, Te-had, it weems, been decided by the Government that they could not go 
s0 fat as to give to Nasir Qushgai an official dectee appointing him Rais-i 
Totizamatthat is, the authority reaponsible for the good behaviour of the 
Qushgai tribes—but they have agreed that be may be usked to accept that 

sibility by the Governor-General of Fars, Whether Nasir will accept this 
ambiguous position is doubtful. See also Summary No, 41/4, paragraph 15, 


Kurdistan. 

12 A British officer who recently visited Baneh confirms that the village 
has been almost entirely destroyed, that the inhabitants who had dispersed i 
returning, and that the Persian military authorities are doing their best, with 
the small resources at their disposal, 10 relieve disires, From Persian sources 
it is reported that all the Banch Bogzadchs except Hama Rashid and bis near 
relations bave returned and made submission; also, that the Iraqi authorities 
dre shwing a better dispoiton to cvopeate, which may Id tothe ares of 
Hama Rashid, The Persian authorities are anxious to get him out of the way 
before the winter sets in. Banch becomes isolated for five to six months fram the 
multary stations of Saqgiz and Sanandaj when snow has fallen. Consequently, 

‘size of any garrison left in Banel ‘on the amount of suppli c 
Ine stocked there before the passes become snowhoand. hirplerpanie 

NR. Qazi Mubammad. the Kurdish notable of Mahabad, who bas for sot 
Kime bon sspeied of encuragig ido of Kuda ang and of beg 
he Russians, has arrived in Tehran, accompanied by three chi te of 


Teague 

the Mangur, one of the Mamesh and one of the Govrik, He is endeavouring to 

couvince the Persian authorities, as yet with incomplete success, that ho is a loyal 

Rersian subject. He has in the past been credited. with loyal service to the 
ernment 
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Russian Affairs. 


i ion of the 
‘The Soviet Embassy did not hold the anniversary celebration of 

‘Oldober Retention a usual on the Teh November. ° They announced that, the 
money it would have cost would this year be given to Soviet war charities The 
reason for not holding the usual reception was that, having announced that they 
would have no farther dealings with Sa'ed's Government, they conld not invii 
embers of the Cabinet, and, fearing perhaps a borcott in the cieumstances 
all Persians except their own stooges, they decided to hold no reception at all 
An attempt to organise a demonstration of sympathetic rejoicing on the occasion 
hy the Tudeh party was nipped in the bud by the action of the Military Governor, 
‘who dispersed the small crowd that was gathering at the party headquarters it 
AeBance of the proclamation forbidding, public assembly, oceupied the head- 
‘quarter offices and arrested some of the leaders. 


Tehran, 12th November, 1044. 





(EE 7406/422/98) No. 2, 


‘Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Eden—(Recvived 4th December.) 

Soins i His Majesty's 

Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Pitnlpal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and hs the honour aren 
copy of Intelligence Summary’ No. fo i 

18th Noveuber tthe 10th November 1048, compiled by the military attaché to 


this legation, 
Tehran, 20th November, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 27, 


Mili taché's Intelligence Summary No. 44, Secret, jor the period 
MMe A tae Nesebar to IBAA November, 18th 


Persian A fairs. 


Political I 
1. Persia) in still without. 4 Goverament. The Persians take a childish 
delight in any aach “grown up disease as a political crisis” Being indivi- 
luabists without loyalty, discipline or cohesion they are loth to sink the 
Aifrences, fix upon s common policy and elect leaders to carry out that policy. 
‘The Majlis has met in secret Or open session almost daily. A Bill to except 
Dr. Musaddig (if elected as Prine Edina from the prov Pt the con 
‘and to preserve his parliamentary seat against 
erp boi ion (he prastieriale ‘was defeated by 64 votes out of 91 cast, 4 
subsequent meetings of the Majlis groups on the 15th November, Hussein Samii, 
Peer teat nde ve ora fe eee Fh 
li it (S sul ), + M.A. 65, 4 
sanrent Bar Sadia (Mushtasha-ud-Dowleh), F.0. 193; M.A. 248, by the 
peer group. ‘The Independents, after some discussion with the other groups, 
finally advanced three names as. ee tes oe aaa Reo Gomes 
jim-us-8 ), F.0. 99; MA }, Sadiq Sadic 8 (A . 
Katehi" yore stent ado ede te tle of the cc 
. Nothing original in the way of a policy or vigour in 
foe ait expect trom any of te stove and fhe ides in te. ed of ue 
jority of ies are probably that after the recent “ 
SURTLSLI cialat eee fo Mac ee" mh 
not give the Russians their concession, will at least not irritate them further 
hor be a target for their personal animosity’ as Sa'ed was, and that as long a3 
the war lasts and foreign troops on Persian soil prevent the Persians from being 
complete masters of their own house no strong ly nationalistic policy or vigorous 
‘ime Mini: is indicat inc ivisal 
J Oe Ce ees 
kept up their attacks on Sa’ed, blaming his policy for embittering Perso-Soviet 
relations, his ** Fascist "" Government for suppressing certain of the Tudeh group 





‘of newspapers and for oppressive action against Tudeh demonstrators, This 
Persian habit of kicking a man when he is down or continuing to revile him 
after be has resigned office suits the Russian book as they hope to obscure their 
Tecent defeat over the oil concession by a more concentrated attack on Sa'ed for 
‘his mistaken policy and past misdeeds which, they claim, are leading the country 
fo ruin, 

3% A further Tudeh demonstration on the 17th November on a small scale 
and unescorted by Russian troops, was stopped and dispersed by Persian police 
and military before the demonstrators had proceeded far. Two lore ince ct 
bemused and unenthusiastic demonstrators from Sultanabad arsenal was 
Stopped and turned back some 4 miles north of the town, 

4. A society of Ulema has been founded in Tehran, The names of several 
eminent divines are among its members, Among its objects are the translation 
of the Koran and famous works ou. Mohammedan theology and the construction 
of a hostel for prominent clerics visiting the capital 

3, _ Sardar Akram, the Governor of Hamadan, has been acquitted by the 
correctional court of the charges made against him of illegally imprisoning 
certain people in Haroadan. 


Appointmente—Cicit. 
6, Mahmud Faroughi, fourth son of the late Persian Prime Minister, 


Muhammad Ali Faroughi (Zuka-ul-Mulk), to be first secretary at the Persian 
Embassy in London, 


Economic. 

7. Reference Summary No. 42/44, paragraph 7, a contract has now been 
signed between the Persian Government and the British firm of Sir Alexander 
Gibb and Partners for the survey of the Lar valley project. ‘The suryey is to be 
Mepographiical and geological and is to cover the feasibility of the construction 
of the dam, boring of the necessary tunnels and the possibility of combining 
with the dam an hydro-electric scheme. 

S__ An anti-locust conference has been in session in Tehran since the 
1th November. Representatives of Great Britain, United States, Russia 
Afghanistan and Persia attended. 

9%. Further good rain has fallen over the northern part of Persia, 


Persian Forces 


io dite re ipsians seem to have at last, agreed to the despatch of Persian 
tine £2 disarm the tribes in the Shirwan and Bujourd areas, Some 120 infantry 
tinder Sarhang Beglari left Meshed on the 20th October for Bujnurd, A com, 
{uission composed of a military officer, the farmandar, the public prosecutor, and 
two well-known citizens of each lace will be formed to collect arms from the 
Miekey Ut ie feported that Ali Khan Bicharanla is already under guard in 
Meshed and Farajullah Zafarania is to be arrested shortly. 


Internal Securit 
Kurdistan. 
11. There is little news! of the operat 
Regotiations with the Iraq Government for hi 
Progress, Hama Rashid’s followers are still 
Warfare and in harassing the Persian lines of 
the farriaoa numbers abot 3,000-8,000 men, 
12. Distribution of piece-goods (71,008. metres), sugar (100,073 kilog,) and 
tea (003 kilog.) has been made in some of the rural areas Sf the Kee ghd 
wernorate by the Cereals and Bread Department. An offer by the Kurdish 
Ghiefs to take delivery themselves in Kermanshah and to, sepenety ae 
distribution was declined. 


Security—East Persia. 

13. Two U-K.C.C. trucks employed on wheat collection were held 
Pined gang about 15 miles north of Zahidan on the Sth November, Of the fone 
Persian drivers and assistants, two were killed and two seriously injured. The 
Tobbers carried away the cash and personal belon, sings of the drivers, A i 
army detachment sent in pursuit has so far failed to contact the robbers 
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Russian Affairs 


14. A consilar report from Meshed states that some eighty Turkoman 
soldiers of the Red army are said to have deserted and joined the Persian 
Turkoman tribes in the Bujnurd district. ‘The Soviet military authorities 
approached the Persian General Officer Commanding in Khorassan Yor assistance 
in rounding up the deserters, A party of Persian troops, accompanied by a Soviet 
officer, surrounded the deserters and after a short fight some thirty-three of them 
were captured, Twelve Persian Turkomans have been arrested for assisting the 
deserters ; 

15. The same source report that a platoon of Russian infantry has been 
despatched to Birjand. z 

16. M: Kavtaradzeh, whose name has become so unpopular in Persia recently 
that it is now rendered as Kaftérzadeh (hyana spawn), is reported to bo still in 
Tehran and indisposed. 

17. The Russian Military Attaché who recently visited Khwash and 
Trinshahe, is now repotted to have arrived in Shiraz and to have made contacts 
with Nasir Khan Qashgai, Further details of this encounter are awaited. 

18. The Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs has protested against the 
opening, without prior permission of the Persian Government, by the Russians 
of a Hassian Technical Enginesting College in Azerbaijan’ Other colleges. 
medical and agricultural, were to follow. 


Polish Affairs. 


19, ‘The number of civilian Poles in. Persia on the Stst October, 1044, 
rabaden ten: Women. Children. Tota 
Tn Tobran 431 Tas 390 2048 
Tn Tefaban 75 458 546 rig 
Tn Ahwaz 197 704 315 1176 


606 2005 1.200 
Turkish A faire 


20. His Excellency M. Jemal Husnu Taray, the Turkish Ambassador, is 
reported to have been appointed as ambassador to Rome. 


Tehran, 20th November, 1944 


[e 7597/422 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr, Bden.—(Received December 9) 

(No. 456.) k 

HIS Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 

enemith 8 coy of Intaligrers Summary No. 45 for the perad 20th to 
‘26th November, 1944. compiled hy the military attaché to this legation 


Tehran, 21h November, 1944, 


Rnclosure in No, 25. 
Secret) 
Military A taché's Intelligence Summary No. 43 for the Period 20th to 
2b November, 1944. 


Persian A ffairs 
Political ¢ 

1. AG a Secret session of thé Majlis on the 20th November Mustafa Quli 
Bayat (Sahami-us:Sultan) was elected Prime nce fy votes agaiast 
forty-five cast for Sadiq Sadiqi (Mushtashar-nd-Dovleh). The latter had. pre- 
‘viously announced his refusal to stand as a candidate for premiership, but had 
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been prevailed upon to withdraw his objections, Samii (Adib-us-Saltaneh) had 
also refused to stand for the premiership out of disgust, as some say, at the 
intrigues now being carried on by the Russians with their protégés mong the 
candidates for Cabinet posts, their jackals among the Deputies and their hire- 
lings among the press. It is more likely that, as a reasonably honest patriot 
(although without mach force of character) he felt himself incapable, if elected, 
of choosing a Cabinet acceptable to himself, the Majlis and the Russians, to say 
nothing of the other Allies and the Shah. ' Bayat was subsequently received in 
‘audience ty the Shah and structed to form his Cabin ‘his he has at last 
done, and they were due to be presented to the Shah on the 25th November and to 
the Majlis on the 26th November 
2.” The Cabinet is composed as follows : 


Commorce, Industry and Mines > Kamal Hidayat, Hassan Ali (Nasr-ul- 
Mulk (F.0, 107; M.A. 140.) (C), 

Minister of State (without portfolio): Fahiim, Khalil (Pahinn-l-Mulk), 
(E.0. 59; M.A. 82). (B). 

Finance> Ardalan, Amanullah (Haji Izz-ul-Mamalik), (F.0. 27; 
M.A.33) (D) 

Education : Sadiq, Dr. Issa (Sadiq-i-A"lam).(F.O. 192; MLA. 247.) _(D) 

Fustice: Ad! Mustafa (Mansur-us-Saltaneh). (F.0. 1; MLA.1) "(D) 

Ministor of State (without portfolio) : Sinsi, Ali Akbar. (F.0.216,) (D) 

Roads and Communications: Intizam, Nasfallah, (F10.°08; MLA” 131) 
D) 

nae Alfairs : Rais, Mabisin. (F.O. 187; MLA. 239) 

War; Zana, Ibrahim. (FO. 283) °(D) 

Healt! ik, Dr. Said (Lngman-ul-Mulk,) _(D) 

Interior : Sururi, Muhammad. (F.0. 219.) ” (B) 

Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones : Arasteh, Nadir, (F.0. 24; M.A. 92), 


The Minister of Agriculture has not yet heen appointed, Nuri Isfandi 
(uv: ‘Saltaneh) having been offered und having refused the post, 


(A) signifies member of previous Cabinet, 
(B) signifies member of previous Cabinet in same post. 
(C) signifies member of former Cabinet. 

(D) signifies member of former Cabinet in same post 


Thus, the only two neweomers to Cabinet rank are Mohsin Rais and Nadir 
Arasteh. ‘The former is now Persian Ambassador at Bagdad, and the latter has 
had a long diplomatic career with, in addition, two poste as provincial governor. 
In general they may be said to be “na decent set "” and more competent than maniy 
if given a lead. Tt was rumoured that the Rassians had said they would not accept 
asa Cabinet Minister any member of Sa’ed’s Cabinet. It i# difficult to see on 
hat ground they can objet to the only tio of that category, vis Fahim and 
Sururi. The former was'a Minister without portfolio and had, moreover, 
absent on a special mission in Kurdistan during most of the period of the eri 
‘over the oil concession, Surnri is a promoted Under-Secretary, who has had a 
rely departmental carer and has never dabbled in polities. 

4 The Freedom Front (Russian-sponsored) press continue their attacks 


that Sa’ed’s policy was one-sided and that, by wilfully estranging the Russians, 
he has upset the political balance. To the working classes they say that the refusal 
Sa'ed to grant a concession has deprived thousands of workers and thousands 
t to become unemployed on cessation of their work for the Allies’ war effort 
of the chance of lucrative employment on oil development. To the young 
intelligentsia they say (though not openly) that the British want this concession 
for themselves and, if they get it, will emp! % but few educated Persians, whereas 
uader Russian development, the’ majority of the educated and more highly paid 
employees would have been Persians, 
4. In the provinces the Russiaus are as active in their efforts as in the 
i. From Azarbaijan it is reported that they convene meetings of various 
guilds, assemble doctors and approach Kurds and endeavour to get them to send 
lelegrams of protest to Tehran against the non-granting of the concession. They 
even took the occasion of a meeting of the Perso Soviet Cultural Society in Tehran 
{o make epecches on this subject tll the aged ex-president of the ‘Majlis, Haji 
Muhtasham-us-Saltaneh, got up and said that such utterances were out of place in 
cultural meeting. 


on Sa’ed. re use three main arguments. To the politically-minded they say 
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A press statement gives the numbers of the Majlis parties as follows:— 


Tadependents’ (Mufrid) 38 
National Union (Milli) 30 
Fatherland (Watan) i % 
Popular (Tadeh) 8 


The Court. 

6. "The Queeti-Mother has left for Egypt to see her fourth child, Prince 
Ali Reza, who has recently arrived in Cairo from Johannesburg after the death 
Of hi father, Reza Shab, MMalikeh Turan, Reza Shah's second, and subsequently 
divorced, consort, left for Cairo some weeks previously to sce her only child, 
Prince Ghulum Reza. It is believed that Ismet-ul-Muluk, Reza Shah's third 
Consort; will also leave for Cairo in the near future to see her eldest won, Prince 
Abdar Reza, 

7. Workers” Insurance Regulations have been passed hy the Cabinet on the 
Sth November, 1944. In brief, the regulations apply to the towns of Tehran, 
‘Tabriz, Isfahan and Meshed, and provide for— 


(i) Classification of workers by trades 

(ii) Medical examination of workers to decide their physical fitness for their 
present employment. 

(iii) Protection from dangerous machinery, washing facilities, extra milk, 
stitable clothes, meals, Iavatories 

(iv) Penalties for infringement by factory owners 

(¥) Insurance premia vary according to the nature of the trade from 14 per 
cent. of the daily wage to 3 per cent,, one-third, of the premium to be 
paid by the employer. 

(vi) Losurance benefits graded according to the degree of disability from 
death down to minor injuries necessitating temporary stoppage of 


Economie, 
8. A now regulation for the monopoly of agriculture has been issued by 

Dr, Millapaugh. . Tt-supersedes the Stabili of Prices Regulation Ni 

and ia framed to being under one control the collection, transport, stora 

insue of grain, the coutrol of bakeries, and the functions previously performed by 

the Price Stabiliaation Department 


Tribal Affairs. 
Khusiitan. 

% The Acting Minister for War informed the British Military Attaché 
that. up to the 20th November 1,000 rifles bad. been collected by the columns 
soya in divarming the Arabs. One column only, he said, had encountered 

light, opposition... He said that he hoped the operations would be concluded 
within a month, as the Ministry for War had no desire to lock up so many troops 
in that area. (A recent report gives the strength of the Khuzistan Division and 
ite attached troops as 7,959 all ranks) 


Kurdistan. 

10, Hama Rashid according t9 information supplied tothe British Military 
‘Atuaché by the Acting Minister for War, surrendered himself on the 18th November 
to the Kaimakam of Hallabjeh and the Chief of Police of Penjwin, Hain 
‘Rashid is said to have proposed the following terms :— 


{i Mts future place of residence tote either, Kirkuk op Suleimanieh, 

(ii) ‘The Persian Government should not hold against him any acts of hie 
subsequent to “ the events of Shahrivar’ (the entry of British and 
_ Russian troops into Persia). 

(i) No act of his trite subsequent to his separation from them to be laid at 

is door. 


No mention is made of extradition and the above terms could not be said t0 
bo suitable from the Persian Government's point of view. Meanwhile, negotia- 
tious between the two Governments are in progress in Bagdad. Another agree 
ment signed, prior to Hama Rashid’s surrender, by Colonel Saqafi, the Persia 
Liaison Officer, and Sayyid Sidgi, the Traqi Lisison Officer, provides, inter alld, 
for the liberation of the fifteen Jaf tribesmen now in prison, a full enquiry into 
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frontier incidents where the inhabitants have suffered losses from raiders, 
negotiations between the two Governments for the handing over of Hama Rashid 
and the provision of safe-conduct for sach of his followers who submit to the 
Persian authorities and desire to return to Persian territory. 


Russian Interests 


11. A small party of Russian military has arrived at Gunabad. Tt is 
believed that they intend to make a reconnaissance of the road Gunabad-Firdaus. 
Tebas-Yerd 

French Intereste: 

12. General de Gaulle arrived in Tehran on the 26th November en route to 

‘Moscow. 


Tehran, 26th November, 1944. 





(B 7740/422/34) No, 20, 


Sir R. Bullard to Mr. Bden—{(Received 19th December.) 


(No. 464.) rhe 

HIS Majesty’s representative presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Princij retary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
horewith a copy of Intelligence Summary, No. 46, of the 27th November to the 
Sd December, 1944, compiled by the military attaché to this tegation 


Tehran, Ath December, W944 


Enclosure in No, 29, 
Secret.) 
Military Attaché’s Intelligence Summary, No. 48, for the period the 
27th November to the rd December, 1044 


Persian Affaire 
Political, ‘ 

1. Mohsin Rais has refused tho portfolio of Foreign Atti the 
ill-health of his wife as the reason. He doubtless prefers hin ara 0 
in Bagdad to the uncertainty of tenure of a ministerial post in this Cabinet Se 
far, no ove else has been appointed. . 

2. The Tudeh continue to try and carry out the orders they récéive from the 
Soviet Embassy and the Military Governor continues to resist them. ‘They 
announced a Jarge meeting at their headquarters for Friday, the 1st December, 
but the Military Governor forbade entrance to their premises on the score of the 
recent emergency proclamation banning as unlawful assemblies any meeting of 
‘more than three persons, ? ‘ 

‘3. On Friday, the Ist December, a reception was given at the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs to celebrate the Ist anniversary of the Tehran Conference, and 
the issue of the statement confirming Persia's political independence and 
integrity s 

eT "On the 2nd December, Dr. Musaddiq entered the Majlié at 9 am, and 
sprung a surprise on the Depaties. He tabled a Bill making it a penal offence 
for any Prime Minister, Cabinet Minister or government representatres to, grant 
any oil concession in Petsia at any time to any foreign government or foreign oil 
company. He was snocessfal in obtaining "* double urgency '" provedure for his 
Bill which was passed at 4 pan. on the same day. (The full text will be given in 
next Intelligence Summary.) Dr. Musaddiq was probably induced to take this 
yrompt and extreme action by consideration of what many intelligent Persiane 
Rave teen saying and thinking ever since Sa'ed's refusal tov grant the. oil 


‘cession. produced the rupture in his relations with the Russians, Most 
Puriane hive thought: that the Russians would not take this’ lying down 
and Kavtaradzeh’s continued presence in Tehran, supported this view. ‘They 
agreed that the Shah might be won over or intimidated into promising the 
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‘concession, that the Cabinet might be bought or intimated. into granting 
it, that the Russians might object to and overthrow every, successive Cabinet 
which resisted them until government was reduced to  impotency. 
one body, not from incorruptibility. but from its size, its heterogeneous 
nature and its internal jealousies which could not be bought in its entirety 
therefore, garrulous, venal and lazy as it was, 
obstacle in the Russian path. What was more 
likely than that the Russians would urge the Shah to close the Majlis as a 
brake on the government of the country and,as a saboteur of every measure of 
eform? Dr. Musaddiq may have argued this and seized this moment to record 
in statute form the opinion of the Majlis, 
5, A new governorate of Jahrum in Fars has been formed. It will include 
the districts of Semkan, Khafar, Kurdijan and Kubak, 


A ppointmente—Civit. 
6, Ahmad Divsalar to be acting Governor of Ustan No, 1/(Gilan) vice Nadie 
Arasteh appointed Minister of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones. 


Economie. 

7. A clause will bo inserted in all contracts for labour for the British 
military authorities whereby the contractor is hound, on the termination of his 
contract, to transport to their homes any workmen imported from their homes to 
the place of his contract. 


Internal Security. 


neral, for some time past, had been toying with the idea 

of procuring, Nasir Khan Quehgai’s election to the vacant Majlis weat of Lar 
His objects, he said, were to induce a more stable frame of mind in Nasir and, 
during his necessarily long absences in Tehran, to allow the influence of the more 
sensible and tractable Muhammed Hussein Qashgai gradually to oust that of 
‘asir, As regards the first of Firuz’s objects, it is doubtful whether a sense of 
his parliamentary responsibilities would offect any lasting change in Nasit's 
unstable mentality. ‘The second object. seems equally: difficult to achieve since 
Nasir would not be compelled to spend the greater part of his time in Tehran. 
A Shiraz Deputy, Muaddil, for instance, has not, to date, registered a single 
‘attenilance in the Majlis since his election. Nasir Khan's own objects are not 
difficult to He wants additional representation for his tribe in the Majlis 
and, should a future government decide to bring him to book for hix past 
misdeeds, he wants parliamentarry immunity. However, Nasir's schemes have, 
the moment, gone agley as Firuz has had instructions from Tehran not. to 

h the election for the vacant seat, the Persian Government not bei 

by such action jn the South, to provoke similar demands from the Nort 
seats rendered vacant by the rejection of the credentials of the Russian 

sponsored Tndeb Deputies. 

0. “Reference Summary No 44/44, paragraph 17, the Tosian who 
contacted Nasir Khan was not the Soviet Assistant Military Attaché but another 
Russian who had visited Shiraz some ten days previously, though the Soviet 
Military Attaché did evince considerable interest in tribal aifairs and attempted 
to proitre from the Governor, his host, a list of the tribes As to the truth of the 
Russian offer of arms, ammunition and money there is only Nasir Khan's state- 
‘ment made to the Governor and to His Majesty's Consul. He might well have 
been trying to increase his own importance or even have been fool enough to think 
that, British fear of such extension of Russian influence in the South might 
evoke a similar offer from the British. 

10. Better security on the roads round Shiraz is reported as the result of a 
tail-twisting administered by the Governor to Colonel Khostowdad, the Chief of 
Gendarmerie of Fars. 


Mamassani, 

11, Hussein Quli Rustam of the Mamassani bas made overtures to His 
Majesty's Consul at Shiraz and has expressed his desire for guidance. If this 
chieftain, as was reported, is to act as mediator in the dispute between the two 
Zarghampur cousins, Abdullah and Khosro, this should make for a peaceful 
outcome. 


Khuzistan, 

‘The military operations to disarm the Arab tribes have been hampered 
by rain and the flight of a large number of the Beni Taruf across the border into 
Iraq. General Homayuni asked His Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz to intervene with 
the iraqi authorities and induce them to disarm or expel the fugitives. He was 
informed that this was not a matter in which His Majesty's Consul could properly 
interfere and that it should be dealt with through diplomatic channels between 
the Governments of Persia and Iraq. 


Kurdistan. 

13. No result has yet been published of the discussions between the Persian 
and Tragi Governments for thehanding over to the former of Hama Rashid. Tt 
is probable that the Iraqi Government may decline to do 90 0n tho grounds tat 
they have no extradition treaty with Persia, and that his enforced residence in 
Trag at a safe distance from the frontier is, in fact, a better solution both in the 
interests of the Persian Government and Hama Rashid 


Russian Interests 


14. The Tudeh have now opened a branch in the sugar factory at Mervdasht 
near Persepolis. 

15, There is some evidence to show that Russian propaganda in the 
Porsian army is not without its effect. The chief targets are the warrant officers 
and the junior officers. With the former the line taken is that, as the backbone 
of the Persian army and as long-service men, they are shamefully underpaid and 
badly treated. To the young officers the approach is by an appeal to their 
professional ambition and by urging them to better their own chances of prefer 
ment and promotion by making a clean sweep of their old, corrupt and useless 
seniors. 

16. On the 28th November'# gold and marble plaque ‘wax unveiled in’ the 
Soviet Embassy to commemorate the Tehean Conference. A. lorig speech was 
made by the Soviet Ambassador and a short speech in Persian by the Persian 
Prime Minister. Tt was worth noting that Soruri, the only Cabinet, Minister 
‘who was also a member of Sa'ed's last Cabinet (apart from Fubimi, who ix wtill 
absent in Kurdistan), was not invited. 


Tehran, 4th December, 1944. 





(B 7807/42/38) No, 80, 


ane Bullard to Mr. Bden—(Recoived 27th December) 
No, 472) 

HUIS. Majesty's representative presents his compliments to His: Majest 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honon to transtnit. 
herewith a copy of Intelligence Summary for period 4th December to 
1th December, 14, compiled by the military attaché to this logation. 


Tehran, W1th December, 1944. 


Enclosure in No. 30, 
(Scoret,) 
Military Attaché's Intelligence Summary No. 47 for the period Ath December to 
i gem osk Deceraber, 1044. 


Persian A fairs, . 
Political. 

1. Dr. Musaddig’s Bill prohibiting the discussion of oil concessions 
by any member of the Government with the representative of any’ foreign Govern- 
ment or company (for the text see the appendix to this summary) and its 
immediate acceptance by the Majlis took the Soviet Embassy and its few 
supporters in the Majlis complctely by surprise. Rssian wrath at thié further 

was evident in the comments of the Tudeh press and was made clear by the 
Soviet Ambassador in an interview with the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
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when the Ambassador stated that the passing of this Bill had increased the 
dissatisfaction of the Soviet’ Government with the Persian Government. 
Kavtaradzeh returned to Moscow at the first opportuni 

2. Russian counter-action has taken various forms. An attempt was made 
by a Deputy, Rahimian, who, although not a member of the Tudeh party, owes 
his-seat to Russian assistance, to table a Bill cancelling the A.1.O.C. concession, 
but for this no support at all was forthcoming. The Soviet Ambassador demanded 
the suppression of half a dozen papers which had supported Sa’ed and crit 
the actions of local Russian officials. Persians, both official and non-oflic 


Zia, the ab 
service of the 


nse Was poor. 
coll did not cnet 5,000, mostly workmen of local Tabriz factories. 

‘8. It may be inferred from the terms of the manifesto that it will now be 
Soviet policy to work up an agitation in the northern provinces for the estab- 
lishment of provincial and district councils and some measure of antonomy. Such 
councils are allowed for in the Constitution, but they have never been formed. 
Te may alzo be assumed that anyone openly opposing Soviet policy in the northern 
provinces will be labelled as a Fascist and expelled. 

4. The Sovi pared ‘Persian press professes to see in the ready acceptance 
of Dr. Musaddiq’s Bill and the rejection of Rahimian's proposal proof of the 
subservience of the Majlis and the Government to British influence and to the 
power of A.LO.C. money. Russia, it is claimed, desires only to protect Persia 


and herself from the designs of "reactionary and imperialistic Powers” 
Imperialist Powers were sometimes. forced to a3 Pe 
a 


hy With Treadoncloring Rusa bot once ty bad oe crt ore 
sympathy wit -loving Russia, but once achieved their pur 

hey reverted to type, ne witness British support of the reactionaries in Belgium, 
Greece, Italy and Persia. If the Persian people thought that Great Britain would 
protect them they should ask the oppressed people of Egypt, Iraq and Palestine 
wnt they thought of British protection 

5. To counter the “Freedom Front" formed by papers under Russ 
influence, an “Independence Front" has been formed by twenty-eight other 

pers. ‘These include the less disreputable and more or less independent papers 
Fiey have made some’ bold and outspoken uttacks on Soviet policy and'on ite 
instrument, the Tudeh party, Of the half-dozen whose suppression was asked 
for by the Soviet Ambassador, three have been suppressed. On the other hand, 
seven of the pro-Russian papers have been suppressed for attacks on the 
Government. 

6. The debate on the programme of the Government produced criticisms of 
previous Governments for over-subservience to demands of foreign Powers, an 
Insistence on the preservation of balance in foreign relations and bitter attacks 
on Dr, Millspangh. "The Prime Minister promised that-be would make definite 
proposals fing the future of Dr. Millspangh within ten days—that is, by 
the 14th December. ‘The Government was. given a vote of confidence’ by 
75 Deputies, 9 opposing and 16 abstaining. It is probable that the Prime Minister 
will insist on the retirement of Dr. Millspaugh or on x drastic curtailment of bis 


rs, 
7. Nasrullah Intezam, Minister of Roads and Communications, has been 
appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Persian Forces. 


cher Hushmand Afshar, who directed the recent 
, has been awarded the Ist class Medal of Merit. 


8, Sartip Muhammad. 
‘operations at Merivan and Ban 
A ppointments—Military. 

Mansour Muzayyinni has resumed command of the 2nd (Tehran) 
Romney No. 41/44, paragraph 11 (i)). 





or 


Internat Security. 
10, Persian forces have now occupied Sardasht in addition to Banch. The 
General Staff profess to be satisfied with the military situation in this area now 
that Hama Rashid bas been detained by the Iraqi aathorities. ‘Their desire £0 
occupy Mahabad with an adequate garrison bas again been blocked by the 
Russians, who, after holding out some hope, have recently given a definite refusal 
There is, however, some anxicty regarding the supply situation of the Persian 
risons in Baneh and Sardasht. Snow has probably already blocked the roads 
for motor trans] and the amount of supplies now stocked in Banch is totally 
inadequate for the needs of the troops until the spring. 
Khuzistan. 
11. It is pow reported that some 1,500 rifles have been collected from the 
Beni Turuf. Further operations seem to be hanging fire pending negotiations 


between the Persian and Iraqi Governments for the surrender or disarmament 
of certain sections of the tribe who have taken refuge in Iraq. 


Fars. 

_ 12, There has been some raiding by Boir Ahmadis of villages in the 
neighbourhood of Semirum and Shahreza. Flocks of sheep have been carried off, 
including 300 from the Darashuri families, who had been left by Nasir Qashgai 
near Semirum for the express purpose of preventing Boir Ahmadi raiding. 


East Persia. 


13, The of 
UK.CC, teks mentioned in 
captured. It is probable that the I 


nds, eleven in all, who carried out the. attack on 
raph 13 of Summary No. 44/44, have been 
jers at least will be executed, 


American Affairs 


14. Mr. Harriman, United States Ambassador in Russia, has passed 
through Tehran on his way to Moscow. 


Chinese A fairs. 
15. A Chinese Consulate has been opened in Meshed, 


Russian Affairs. 

16. While recent Russian policy in Persia has confirmed the consistently. 
held fears of many Persians, it as dispelled the illusions that had been erented 
in others by the generally correct behaviour of Russian troops. Where Russia 
hhad gained respect, she has now lost it, and she is now almost. universally 
regarded, and feared, by Persians as an aggressive, grabbing Power, To counter 
this, the Soviet-inspired Persian press 1s representing Soviet policy as being 
defensive, with the object of ensuring that Persia does not become a base for the 
hostile activities of imperialist Powers. As the source of such arguments is 
accepted by all Persians to be the Soviet Embassy, more particularly as they are 

by Russian officials in conversation with Persians, the harmony of Anglo. 
Russian relations isnot obrioos to Persians in epite of the best eflorts of British 

17. It is reliably reported that a Russian party recently made a 
reconnaissance of the roads across the Kavir between Gunabad on the Meshed- 
Zahidan road and Kerman. 

18. The report in Summary No. 44/44, paragraph 15, that a platoon of 
Russian infantry had arrived in Birjand, is not confirmed. Russian of have, 
however, been making enquiries abont accommodation at Birjand for s detach 
ment which they explnined may be required to astst in the movement to Meahed 
of horses they ave purchased va Zabol. 

19. Transovatrans are still operating transport services from Yazd and 
Isfahan over the roads leading northwards. The report in Summary No, 30/44, 
Paragraph 14, that they had closed down these activities was incorrect. 

BO. The’ Russian’ school has now officially in Tabriz with an 
attendance of about 90 children. ‘The school is divided into two sections, in one 
of which the language used is Russian, in the other Turki. 


Tehran, 10th December, 1944. 


[3054 





8 
“Appendix. 
Appendix ta Intelligence Summary No, 47/44 


Law passed. by the Majlis on 2nd December, 1944. 


(Summary No. 46/44, paragraph 4, and No, 47/44, paragraph 1.) 


Article 1 3 
In the matter of oil concessions no Prime Minister, Minister, Acting 
Minister or Under-Secretary has the right to enter into any conversation bavi 
any oficial or legal effect with any oficial or unoficial representative. of 
hbouring or other Government or-with any representative of an oil: company 
peeith any ther person; nor have they tbe ight to nign any agreement connected 


with oil: 


Article 2, 

‘The Prime Minister and the Cabinet may discuss the sale of oil or the manner 
in which the Persian Government should exploit and control Persia's oil deposits 
but must inform the Majlis of such conversations. 


Article 8 : 
Offenders againet articles 1 and 2 will be sentenced to solitary confinement 


for a period of from three to eight years and will be permanently dismissed from 


Government service, 








CHAPTER IV.SYRIA AND THE LEBANON. 


(A) Miscellaneous. 
(E 6657/28/89) No. 31, 


Sir E. Spears to Mr. Eden, 
(No. 103) 

HIS Majesty's Minister at Beirut presents his cumpliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit 
to him, with referetice to Foreign Office telegram No, 558 of Ist October, 1944, a 
Copy of a letter to the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affaire of the 10th October, 
1944, regarding Franco-Syrian Treaty negotiations. 


Beirut, \7th October, 1944. 


Enclosure in No, 3 
Sir E. Spears to the Syrian Minister for Foreign A flair 


Your Excellency, Gch October, 1944. 

T HAVE the honour t inform your Pxcellency that. have been instructed 
by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to reply ax 
follows to the message which I transmitted to him from your Excellency on the 
22nd September regarding the conclusion of a treaty between the Syrian and 
French Governments 

2 The intention of Hix Majesty's Government in suggesting that the time 
had come to consider negotiating a definitive arrangement with France seems to 
have been the sobject of some misunderstanding. "Where a ruandate is terminated 
because the mandated territory is become in every respect a fully independent 
State, the conclusion of a treaty between the mandatory and the former mandated 
State to define, for the future, relations between the two parties seein necessary 

inevitable. Therefore, ‘when, in 1941, the independence of Syrin was 

romised, the formal termination of the mandate by a treaty, was provided for 

oth in General Catroux's proclamation of the 8th June, 1941, and in the simul- 
taneous declaration by His Majesty's Ambassador in Cairo’ on behalf of Hix 
Majesty's Government, as well as in the subsequent. proclamations of independence 
issued fy General Catrous later the same year. 

3. Owing to the war situation thore haw not, since 1941, been in existence 
4 French Government which was able to make a treaty of this kind on behalf of 
France. The question of a treaty has therefore remained an academic one durin 
these years. Now that France is liberated, the situation will very soon be altered; 
and His Majesty's Government would gladly see the final formal realisation of 
the independence of the Levant States, in which they have taken such & close, 
direct and sympathetic interest, 

4._ The question is, however, more than’ matter of pure form. ‘The French 
authorities in the Levant still possess (by virtue of the mandate, and legally 
speaking) various rights and functions in some of which British authorities 
co-operate or are associated with for war reasons, In many cases) Syrian 
authorities participate in these functions, His Majesty's Government have 
warmly appreciated their co-operation and bope it will be continued tll the war 
is finally won. A great many other functions of government: formerly exercised 
by the French have been handed to the Syrian Goversiment either tinder the agree- 
ment of the 22nd December, 1943, or under other artangements. His Majesty's 
Government have always been in favour of stch arrangements by which the Syrian 
Government would regulate their own day-to-day affairs by arrangement with the 
French authorities, They have frequently assisted he conclusion of such 
arrangements and they were the first foreiym Power with the French National 
Committee to recognisé Syria and accredit a diplomatic representative. But 
there are various questions which still seem to need clearing up and which ean 
only be settled in a treaty or other formal it with France. Tt isnot in 
Syria's true interest to Teave them unsettled, and as disinterested friends, His 
Majesty's Goversunent felt entitled to tell 0 in Government that this was 
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their view. Mr, Eden would ask that your Excellency and the President should 
judge the matter freely according tis what you think is your country"s real interest. 

‘5. His Majesty's Government do not wish to prejudge what the treaties or 
agreements should or should not contain. ..That,is for the Syrian, and French 
negotiators to settle. As your Excellency will be aware from public statements 
made regarding the attitude of His Majeny 's Government, they do not. seek to 
replace or see France or substitute British for French interests in any part 
of Syria or the Lebanon. Both France and Great Britain are pledged to the 
independence of Syria and the Lebanon. The Lyttelton-de Gaulle agreements 
Ot 1D4L state that when this ewential step aa been. taken, and without ‘prejudice 
to it, His Majesty's Government for their part freely admit a predominant 

ition for France in Syria. and the Lebanon over. any other European Power 
‘As will be seen, this: array {provides fully for Syrian independence and is in 
aoa mavary to the Adantic Charter as is soggested in the Syrian President's 
[otter to Mr. Churebill. Mr. Eden notes from your Excellency’s message that the 
‘Syrian Government for their part are unwilling to recognise a privileged position 
for France or any other State. f 

6. T would add that there are no secret agreements about the Levant States, 
as hinted in the letter to Mr. Churchill. ‘The policy of His Majesty's Govern 
iment has keen publicly stated on numerous occasions and is as deseribed above 

‘avail, &e. 
E. L. SPEARS, 


ee 
No, 32. 
‘Sir E. Spears to Mr. Eden—(Receiced 25th November:) 
(Wo, 119), : y 7 ‘ 

HIS Majesty's Minister at Beirut presents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and bas the honour to transit 
tohime with refercnce to Beirnt telegram No. 66 of the 7th November, 14. copy 
{ aletter from the Syrian Minister for Foreign Af—aira dated the 7th November, 
M44, regarding Franco-Syrian Treaty negotiations 


Beirut, 10th Novémber, 1944. 
——— 


Enclosure im No. 32, 
‘Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Sir B. Spears 


Damascus, 7th November, 1044. 


Sir, 
Ty reply to the representations, both written, and. verbal, which yoo. mad 


The {6th October. 1944, acting upon instructions from His Majesty's Govern 
me Hee tte honour to.expoee to Yon in the following parageaphs the point of 


iew of the Syrian Government, apie 
view ot ee Rprian Government. wish to thank His Majesty's Governinent for 
the interest they have manifested on divers cceasions, and to express their high 

appreciation of their generous attitude towards Syria and her. people 
“They have ab’ taken note with great satisfaction of the intention of His 
Majesty's Government not to seek to impose any particular procedure oF conditions 
Majesty sian Govertinent, and of their assurances that there is no question of 
‘on their full support for Syrian independence. 1 
ly in the present favour- 

snstances. 

‘cannot share the view that the 


qocives winch lie this attitude have bees 


the Repablic in his letter to Mr. Churebill. 
Tinay a that a treaty between. Syria and France sec} 

i t with General z : 
$00, by ature of the aff erhacke to Syria the powers and functions whieh she 





exercised until then in Syria's name. Moreover, the unpleasa i 
the Syrians stll retain of former atiempte to place Franco Syrian relations a 
& contractual basis and of the sad events that accompanied and followed them 
does not seem to encourage the entry into new negotiations 
4. In point of fact, Syria now enjays complete independence, both int 

and externally; for it is in possession of, and effectively exercises, all the at 
of soverei nd has gained recognition of its international exi 
sorereign State by France, Great Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union, 

he Arab States and other States: and Frasice's recognition was moreover solemnly. 
eed en pectin te alee 
of which has placed 8; n to fulfil her international obligations. 

spresentss the realities of the situation both from the national 
and the international viewpoint, and lenves no room for technical considerations 
ni Mandate and the League of Natio r at 
concerning the Mandate and the Langue of Nations; which belong rather to the 
5. As to the eflective exercise by the French authorities in powe 
and fonctions in some of which the British authorities are auc oon 
of the war, the Syrian Government do not see how these ean be held to be incon 
sistent with the independence of the country, since they have ceded them of their 
own free will, temporarily and for the necessities of the war, moved by their 
catablibed paiey of full cooperation with the Allies, and their repeatedly 
declared intentions of placing all the resources of the country at the disposal of 
the Allied fore until the inal vietory of the United Nations is anured 
fajesty’s Government refer to the Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreoms 

of 141, which deals with two distinct points:— me 


(a) The recognition by the British Government of Syrian independence: and 

(b) The recognition by the British Government of a predominant. position 
for France in Syria over any other European Power, “without 
prejudice to Syrian independence.” 


1 predominance should be over 

y for what then will the posit 
non-European Powers, and expecially the United States and the Arab States 
Moreover, even certain Allied European Powers do not seem to agree to the 
granting of such a privileged position. It must also be borne in mind that 1 

at change has taken place in the external as well as the internal position of 
Syria since that agreement was signed in 1941. Nevertheless, the Syrian Govern- 
ment are very glad to note that the British Government understands that the 
Syrian Government are nnwilling to,recognise a privileged position for France, 

Tam well aare, ae you were good eng to raf, that the Britih Govern. 
ment do not seek to replace or supplant Frauce or substitute British for French 
influence in Syriaand the Lebanon 

7. Despite the unfortunate policy exercised by France in Syrin for twenty. 
five years, the Syrian Government are animated by the friendliest sentiments in 
their relations with the French; yet wa cannot consent to tie our fate to that of 
France or any other nation in cultural, military, economic or political matters. 
‘These are questions of supreme importance to ns. 

‘The real interests of our country, its future as an independent sovereign 
State, as well as its geographical position, require that our policy should take into 
primary consideration the indole ie, clearly olitical, economic and 


jistorical, which bind us to the other Arab States; indeed, as is laid down in the 


Protocol of Alexandria, we cannot consent to any arrangement that may not be 
ithely interest we carina even aflord io any way to remain ontade their carl, 
for the lessons of the present war in this matter have been severe and unforgettable. 
In short, both our national and our international existence cannot in any respect 
be separated from that of the other Arab States in war as in peace 

‘After receiving the British reply on the 16th October, and in order to 


arrive at a solution of all the questions pending with the French, and especially 
the question of the army, the Syrian Government resumed negotiations with the 
representatives of France on Tuesday, the 24th October, 1044; and you will 
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remember that in course of these negotiations, which lasted a week, we kept you 
informed of all the developments, i 

‘The French insisted that all the questions under disension shoold be’ con 
sidered as a whole. They gave their desiderata to be as follows :— 


1A treaty of alliance. 
TIA military convention providing for the presence of a French 
military mission. 
L1.—A “convention d'éablissement.”’ 
TV.—A “convention universitaire.” 
A “ convention consulaire."’ 


v 

‘The negotiations. revealed that France's purpose was to ensure for herself 
a privileged position in Syria, but the Syrian Government made it clear that it 
tris their intention to maintain complete equality in thet relations with all de 
Torvign Powers, and pointed out that the mandate iteslf did not confer upon 
the mandatory Power any such privileges. Moreover, Syria wishes to remain 
froe from any engagement that may alloc her independence, aud believes that all 
matters regulating international relationship must be left over until the peace 
conference, where the fate of all the nations of the world will be decided. It is 
Significant that. the Syrian Chamber. and: public opinion are at one with the 
Goverument in this attitude, n 

"The negotiations also showed that it, was not the intention of the French to 
arrive ata solution of the problema; it was evident that they aimed at imposing, 
certain limitations upon our liberty of action as an independent State by seeking 
to reserve for themselves certain powers and privileges, and attempting to force 
‘ipon us state of isolation which in incompatible with the Government's extab- 
Tished. Arab policy, policy enshrined in the Alexandria resolutions. We, 
therefore, insisted that the army be handed over to as under the terms of the 
military project ‘of June 1944, which the French had held ap pending consultat 
with theit Government, We conld not tolerate that the army should remain in 
foreign hands and be used as a means of pressure to obtain & position which 
neither the erie Parliament nor the © Nc peel wo vend 

rhe which may arise as a result o resent French policy at 
dustin sat (odo Rarm 6 the Syriah Geverntuent, but will ela tripede the 
‘Allied’ war effort in Syria, and will inevitably reflect unfavourably apon the 
position of the united nitions in the Middle East : 

Desiting as much as possible to avoid this eventuality, and seeing dhat 90 
agreemant coutd be reached on the subject, the Government ioforined the French. 
Ae the last mesting held on Monday, the 30th October, that it was their intention 
to have recourse to the good ofles of the British Government to arbitrate on the 

Tieation of the army, since it ix they Who assume military responsibility in Syria 
OF Mave the honour, therefore, to request that our proposal be communicated 
to His Britannic Majesty's Government, and will be grateful to receive their reply 
at an eatly date. reer se 
JAMIL MARDAM BRY. 


——— 


(1 7238/: No, 33. 
Mr. Eden to Mr. Shone (Beirut). 


Ke. ae Foreign Office, 15th December, 1944. 
* T HAVE carefully considered Sir Edward Spears's despatch No. 119 of the 
10th November, in which was enclosed copy of a note fom the Syrian Minis 
irs, regardi a oF agreement Lween 
to Fore Maida the gestions ooleanding wndee the former mandalory 
eee As you will be aware, T disagree in part with the statement of the 


ition i ian note. The Syrian argument seems in outline to be that 
Reset ‘Gatnoos’ banded over ‘all powers exerciced by the French, by. the 
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agreement of the 2nd December, 1943, ‘The Syrians admit that the French, haye 
during the war the right to have certain troops in Syria and to exercise certain 
powers, but state that this is only because the Syrian Government have agreed 
that they should and they consider that this will all end automatically with the 
war. Therefore, there is no need for a treaty. The French, they maintain, have 
no longer any special rights in Syria except those that have been voluntarily 
accorded for the duration of the war only, and the conclusion of any treaty, 
therefore, will mean the giving away of something that the Syrians have alteady 
got. The type of treaty the French want will, it ie further ‘suggested, be 
Prejudicial to the participation of Syria in the Afab Cooncil 

‘3. Tn general, the answers to these points seem to be as follows; Whatever 
the agreement of the 22nd December, 1043, may have been meant to cover, its 
‘exact scope is not clear from the text and there is a reasonable doubt on’ the 
subject. ‘The French admittedly handed over a number of functions to the 
Syrian Government, 50 that the Syrian Government can be said now to be 
eojoying substantial independence, but there is a residue of rights which the 
Freach still possess, legally speaking by virtue of the mandate, “The French have 
ever given up the right which they have ander the mandate to have troops in 
Syria, though they did promise in various proclamations to relinguish at the end 
of the war various other powers which they continue to exercise during the war 
‘Tho reason that they exercise these powers during the war. is in fact not that 
the Syrians have agreed, but teeause iu General Catroux's proclamations. of 
independence the French reserved them to themselves. As regards the reference 
to the Arab Council, I sympathise with the desire of the Syrian Government tot 
to be hampered in reducing the barriers which divide them from other Arab 
States, but there is nothing ax yet to show that the French are requiring from 
Syria any treaty rights different in character from those that we enjoy in. Egypt 
‘or Trag (even if they go so far) and such treaty rights have not prevented! tho 
countries from being independent, nor their participation in the Arab Council. 

4, I do not think that it would be useful or desirable for you to take at 
initiative in rebutting the juridical arguments used in thin note at the beginning 
of your new appointinent Tt would be far beter fo state orally that THis Maen’ 
Government have studied the matter carefully, but adhere to the advice which 


they gave to the Syrian Government in Sif. Edward. Speary’s note of the 
ith October and to the statement of the position contaiied thereiy, —{ should 


indeed prefer to keep the whole question on a purely practical plang, for T an) 
couvioced it will serve very Tittle purpose to get engaged in a long series of 
written notes 

5, I would therefore suggest that you should draw attention to the state. 
ments made ip paragraph 8 of the Syrian note, which contains the commetts of 
Syrian Government on their communications to the French and an account of 
how the matter has been left. It would be interesting to know what the Fresich 
have proposed to the Syriiins that the. five conventions mentionoil in. that 
paragraph should contain. What limitations do the Erench wish to impose an 
the Syrians?’ What, powers and privileges do they wish to reserve {0 themselves 
which, in the Syrian view, should properly belong to Syria us an independent 
State? How do the French propose to force a state of isolation on Syrin as Is 
here sugpested t 

6. As regards the Troupes Spéciales, you should reply that, while we do 
not think it is practicable to arbitrate formally in any way on this question, we 
have been discussing it with the French Provisional Government, but that’ the 
Fronch have so far not sd to make any progress with it, excopt.as part of 
the negotiations for liqui ‘questions outstanding under the mandate 

appreciate that you will not wish to emburk on contentions questions 

at the very outset of your new appointment and that it will be desirable to 
prepare the ground carefully before taking the treaty question further. Tt seems 
to me likely, however, that the Syrians and Lehanese will perhaps raise these 
questions with you before you have been Tong in Beirut, and, while T do. not wish 
to hamper your discretion in any way as to the best. method of handlinge these 
questions, T would sages thatthe foregoing Tne is he most ikly to yield reste 


&e. 
ANTHONY EDEN, 
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(B 7783/5178 /89) No. 34 
Mr. Eden to Mr. Shone (Beirut), 


Foreign Office, 20th Yecember, 104. 
‘ON your appointment as HM. Minister at Beirut, it will, I think, be well 
if T set forth for your guidance the policy af His Majesty's Goverument in the 
United Kingdom as regards the Levant States 

2 First of all, I wish to confirm that it is the declared policy of 
His Majesty’s Government to support the independence of the Levant States and 
to encourage its growth. ‘This independence in the view of His Majesty's 
Government can best be regularised internationally by means of a formal agree- 
ment between the Levant States and France, and it is the policy of His Majesty's 
Government to facilitate the conclusion of such an agreement. 

3, The policy of supporting the independence of the Levant States was 
outlined by the Prime Minister 1n his speech in the House of Commons on the 
{Wh September. 1041, His Majesty's Government will expect the French to 
carry out fully the declarations of independence made by General Catroux in 
194i on behalf Of General de Gaulle You will recollect that General Catroux's 
declaration of the 8th June, 1941, was formally endorsed by His Majesty's 
‘Ambassador in Cairo on bebiilf of His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom. Tn addition you should hear in mind that the friendship of the Arab 
peoples in the Middle East is a matter of deep concern to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and that the situation in Palestine renders it very necessary that her 
neighbours should be peaceful as well as conscious of the value of our support 

4. You should co-operate closely with the Minister Resident in the Middle 
Fast and keep him informed of all political and economic developments in the 
Loyant States, You should maintain the closest possible linison with the British 
Service authorities and consult them in all matters where their rights and 
interests are affected. Further it should he your concern at all times to extend 
your assistance and protection to all legitimate British interests 

5. So far as the French are concerned, the rights and obligations of Hie 
Majesty's Government ate contained in the Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreements 
‘You should adhere carefully to these Agreements and should refer fo me if any 
departure from them seems to be required, Tn all matters affecting the terri 
torial command you should be guided by the special directive on the subject 
contained in my telegram No. 128, Saving. of the 12th October, 1944, to. the 
Minister Resident in Cairo, a copy of which is annexed for convenience of 


(No 210) 
Sir, 


for such an ag 
States as the 


for. , T am anions that the situation should be regularised before 
the end of the war with Japan. Disputes between the French and the Levant 
‘States seem liable to have wide repercnssions throughout the Arab world. Yoo 
will appreciate that oar fa satisfactory settlement in these 
matters would be greatly diminished if British troops had ‘been withdrawn from 
the area'oF much seduced in strength, while French troops remained or had 
been reinforced without any agreed definition of the French position. 
7. It is not my wish or intention to lay down what specific provisions the 
reeinents between! the Levant States and the Freach shonld contain: still Jess 
do T wish to impose any particular conditions upon Syria or Lebanon. Assurances 
‘on this point have already been given to them, [cannot admit that the conclusion 
Of agreements to liquidate questions outstanding under the Mandate and to 
define the relations of the Levant States with France in the future would be 
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tory to the independence of the Levant States. The provision in, the 
Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreements liy which, “when this essential step has been 

ken "” ({.. the grant of independence) “ and without prejudice to it, we freely 
admit that France should have the dominant privileged position in Syria and the 
Lebanon over any other European Power."” clearly indicates that there is not to be 
any derogation from that independence. Moreover, the verb “* admit” is, in my 
view, to be construed as meantog that, if the Levant States agree to place their 
relations with France on a different’ footing from their relations with Great 
Britain, the we should not offer any objection (ef. the entry of Syria and the 
Lebanoi under certain conditions into the franc Bloc, which we ourselves 
supported). Tt does not however, mean that we favour a state of affair in which 
the French would have ‘predominance over the Syrians or Lebanese themselves. 
You may find a tendency on the part of the French authorities to interpret our 
undertakings in a sense more favourable to themselves. They certainly have in 
sind the Anglo-Iraqi and Anglo-Fgyptian treaties, and we have not dixou 
Uhem from looking to these as precedents for the ‘Treaties they hope to obtain, 
Nevertheless it looks as if they would now find much difficulty’ in achieving any 
agreement so favourable to themselves, and provided no misunderstanding is 
caused it would be well to see that the French authorities realise this. 

‘8. The provision of the Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreements regardin; 
privileged position for France does not mean that we favour a state of affairs 
in which the French would enjoy discriminatory commercial pri over other 
Powers.” We could not admit that this provision ‘was intended to. apply 1 
‘commercial privileges. The Levant States ought to enjoy independence to direct 
their commercial. policy and no doubt to conclude commercial treaties and 


other 
to this. 

9, To summarise my views on Anglo-French relations in the Levant; French 
and British interests in the Levant States are not fundamentally opposed, 90 
Jong as the French Government follow a policy in accordance with thetr obliga- 
tions and promises, and progressively enable the Levant States to exercise the 
independence which has been affirmed and reaffirmed in the name of France. 
Thare is, however, a long heritage of bad relations between France and Great 
Britain in the Levant, I am anxious to bring this state of affairs to an end 
‘and I know that the French Provisional Government share this desire. It will 
be your duty to endeavour to find means of improving the present far from 
satisfactory position in co-operation so far as necessary with the French repre- 
sentatives, and to use all your influence with British als, civil and military, 
in the Levant States to this end. 

jnence of the bad local relations between the French and 

ws been that complaints and disputes have tended to. be 

referred to the respective Governments to be taken up of a higher level and have 

had a disproportionate influence on Anglo-French relations, It is most desirable 

that all such complaints and disputes should be settl cally so far as possible 
fand at the loweat possible level" ef 

11. You should, at your discretion, keep your American colleague informed 
to the policy of His Majesty's Government, and the reasons for it, and carry 
him with you so far ax, possible, Bearing in ‘ind that without « measure of 
‘apport from the United States your task will be much more difficult, 

12, You should preserve correct and friendly relations with your Russian 
colleague, but T am not anxious to encourage Soviet interference in Arab affa 
T shall wish you to report fully on any symptoms of such interference, and in 
general I shall be glad to be kept informed regarding the Soviet attitude towards 
events in the area, 

13. Both Russia and the United States of Ametica have recognised the 
independence of the Levant States without any qualification and have shown no 
disposition to accord France a privileged position, am anxious to avoid 
situation in which we should find ourselves left alone with the French in opposition 
to the two nascent Arab States and to our two major partners in the war, 

14. As you will see from my despatches Nos, 139 and 152 of the Ist 
September and the 19th September to Sir E. Spears, I am anxious that His 
Majesty's Legation should. be brought gradually more and more into the 
foreground. in relation to, the. Spears Mission, to that. we maybe able. to 
pass in the post-war period into a purely. diplomatic relationship without 
too abrupt @ change. I should be glad if you would give this matter 
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farther ‘consideration. “I: is ‘not “in “any wa intention that British 
influence in this area should be reduced or that you should be léss adequately 
informed about the local situation. Nevertheless, T am convinced that 
Feorganisation is necessary and will be beneficial ‘This may apply, to some 
extent, to economic questions, but so long as we are ultimately responsible for 
providing overseas imports to the Levant States, T it ax reasonable, and 
indeed essential, that we should exercise our full influence on the economic 
situation there within the framework of the MLE.S.C., by means of the Five. Power 
distribaticn and supply committees that have been set up, through the Office des 
Céréales Panifiables, and in other ways. It is indeed possible that one of the 
Teadiest and least contentions means of maintaining British influence and prestige 
will be through the disinterested and sympathetic distribution and control of 
8 _ 

supplies, ‘The French are, howerer, entitle to te consulted aod kept fully 
informed on all such matters. While we cannot allow them to participate directl 
Wiehe MES. you should endeavour to see that they are Kept fully informed 
‘on all local M-E.S.C. developments and plans, especially as they are responsible 
for the supply of the necessary foreign exchange for the purchase of essential 
imports since the entry of the Levant States into the franc Bloc. 

1, You should at all times bear in mind the importance of keeping His 
Majestys Minions in Cairo, Bagdad and Jedda, and the High Commissioner 
in Jerusalem fully informed of developments in the local situation. 

16. I am sending copies of this despatch to the Minister Resident in the 
Middle Fast and to His Majesty's Ambassador in Paris. 

Tam, & 
‘ANTHONY ED 


Enclosure in No. 34. 
Mr, Bien to the Minister Resident (Cairo), 


(No. 138, Saving.) 

(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, 12th October, 1944. 
view of the recent, dispute regarding Levant States gendarmeries, it 

nooms desirable to issue directive regarding the question of French verrit 

Command for the guidance of British military and etvit authorities in the Middle 

Fast generally. 

2. The position is that under article 4 of the Lyttelton-de Gaulle Agreement 
of the 250h July, 1941, the matters covered by the definition of French territori 
command, viz., “direction or control of public services, general security. ge 
darmerie, police, exploitation of local resources, &c,"* fall primarily to the French 
anthorities to deal with: 

3. Special arrangements have been made by which, on account of our mi 
fntorests, we take a direct concern in some of these questions, Various security 
questions. the O.C:P,, the advisory economic boards, are obvious examples. Our 
Participation it) these questions, in so far as they have been the subject of special 
Arrangements agreed with the French, is not affected by this directive. 

‘¢ In other cases the control of the public services referred to has passed 
from the French authorities to the Levant States under the agreement of the 
2nd December, 1943 (e.g, customs, various monopolies, &e.,) or may (as in the 
‘ease of the gendarmerie) never have been under direct French control. This does 
fot affect the application of the Lyttelton-de Ganlle Agreement as between the 
French and Brittsh authori 

'5. ‘The French are thus responsible to the Allied Command for seeing that 
the administration of those services is carried on entirely in accordance with 
‘Allied war interests. If necessary we may have to back up theit representations 
to the local authorities, but in no circumstances should we take direct action in @ 
matter falling within’ the definition of territorial command without previous 
consultation with the French, Nor, except in cases of the greatest importance 
‘and urgency, should we act in this class of question without their concurrence. 
1 shall-always be prepared to intervene urgently through diplomatic channels 
{rhe French are unreasonable, unhelpful or obstructive. 2 

6. It is important that no steps should be taken which go beyond the limits 
of this directive since to do so would constitute breach of international com- 
tnitments for the observance of which T am responsible. Please. therefore bring 
this directive to the attention of the Commander-in-chief, Middle East, 








suggest that he may wish to communicate its terms to such of his subordinates as 
it may affect. The Commander-in-chief is, of course, entitled to expect full 
assistance from the French authorities in the Levant States in regulating all 
matters in which they are concerned, inclading matters falling within the defini- 
tion of territorial command, so that all matters are co-ordinated for the benefit of 
the general Allied military’ interests, 

7. The foregoing is agreed with the War Office 

[Copies sent to Mr. Wiltshire and Major Howell.) 





(B 7799/28/89] No. 35. 


Sir B. Spears to Mr, Eden.—(Received 2st December.) 
(No. 135) 
r, Beirut, 8h December, 1944. 

IN view of my impending departure from this post, T have thought it well 

to review the present political situation in the Levant States and the develop- 

ments which have occurred during the last three and a balf years in the attitude 

of the populations towards other uations and, in particular, towards ourselves. 
2 "Tn these countries (as, T believe, elsewhere in Ube Arab world), public 

‘opinion ou external matters, in so far as it can be said to exist, is formed by the 


4. One sentiment is provalent, however, throughout all classes in. both 
countries; namely dislike of the French, individually and collectively. It is not 
universal, for certain sections of the Christians, particularly the Maronite clergy 
of Mount Lebanon and their closer adherents, and the mivorities of North and 
East Syria, are imboed with French culture and have an atavistic int uncon- 
trollable fear of Moslem domination which leads them to imagine that a 
continuance of French control is preferable to independence or to the control of 
any other Power. But the Moslems, who form some 75 per cent, of the whole, 
and a large proportion of the Lebanese Christians, are possessed by a determina- 
tion sooner or later, somehow or other, to be rid of the French, It is necessary 
to insist on this point, since it is fundamental. No freely-elected Government 
in either State can do otherwise, in the present state of feeling, than base its 
policy on this consideration, 
Tt should he added here that the opinions expressed in the preceding 
ver in the country Whowe views 
lind to it, or 
own 


to te the cane of this dis. |The recent afirmation by M. Bidault of 
‘rance’s determination to implement her of independence 

States is 60 bo welooeed bat da sineply not balleved heres bestibe ‘here bus beck 
xno local sign that this being translated into action since the various 
ransfers of powers earlier this year, and because, on the contrary, all the 
indications are that the French are determined not only to exploit to the full 
the powers they still retain, but to fore on the States, by any means open to 
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ing France a de far:o conteoi far greater than that accorded 
ih ce tage “dent inet tern fread 
under cover of my despatch No. 125 of the 20th November affords a seriking 
example of the mentality still persisting amongst the local French ptoials asa 
it would be hard to point to one French official or resident in either county 
who has evinced the slightest sympathy for the evolution of Syria 

ebanon. 

: 7. the int situation is undoubtedly unsatisfactory. The following are 
the main reasons -— 5 a 
(a) National consciousness, after centuries of alien domination, is only 
i gaia A sente of civic responsibility, and the, willingness to 

make sacrifices for the good of the State, are consequently lacking 
‘The Parliaments are ill-organised, without parties or policies, 
internal politics are too much conditioned by the play of per 
rivalries and jealousies. 

(0) War, conditions, sack of coteol: ithe enrt stages and the presence 
‘of Allied forces, have produced a state of serions inflation which is 
Capsing much bardship and which would test the powers of the most 
efficient administration. i q 

(©) One of the gravest charges which can fairly be brought against the 
manner in which the French carried out the mandate is that they 
mal to attempt to train up a tou of ative administrators against 
the day when the administration should become the responsibility 
the States. On the contrary, they seem systematically to have set 
aside potentially valuable personnel who showed signs of independence 
of character, Consequently, now that the States are shouldering 
ull. responsibility for administration in these difficult condit 
the Governments are heavily handicapped by the corruption a 
incompetence of the executive. 

(a) Finally. the French themselves canstitute one of the greatest otatacler 
inthe ma of the efit, dncharge by the. Ganaraments of the 

ponsibilities, In view of the prevailing pol 

{f'forkapa not to be expected that the Frenah should seok to lightet 
theie burdens, but there ix no reasonable doubt that the attitm 

the great majority of local Freuch officials varies. between openly 
oxpresied scepticism as to the ability of the States to govern them 
selves, and active attempts to weaken the authority of the Govern- 
nents. in power by constant intrigue and. propaganda, amongst 
opponition and disaffected elements and minorities 


© cled here. ‘Security is on the whole good, 
uta tie toneaines! ‘and commercial communities, and, in Syrva at feast, the 
Parliament is showing a healthy spirit of criticism and the Government & 
realisation of its responsibilities. The general. state of the people appears, 
indeed, to compare favourably with that in any neighbouring country. 
9.” Relations between the two Governments are nowadays charncerised by 
increasing realisation of the necessity of forming a common front vis 
the French, “Syrian elaims to the Four Cazas’” added to the Lebanon in 1920 
fe in consequence being soft pedalled although the Syrians have made it clear 
that these claims would be put forward if ever the Lebanon ceased to align hersel 
‘with Syria in pursuit of liberation from French control. There are undeniable 
Mipilce RoCsat ted Solontia, to ba ovecorse inthe cnnomo Rela, ‘The abrupt 
transfer of powers from the French to the States has caused inevitable dislocation. 
In particular, for the single French economic control there bas bean substituted 
two separate controls, representing separate and. often mutually conflicting 
interests, but ting in countries the frontier between which is virtually 
tinsupervised. There have been disputes between the two States over suet matters 
fas textile, control and the allocation of quotas, and the question of tariff policy 
i ifculties. But in these matiers the two Governments have shown 2 
ination to reach agreement, and the Syrian President has recently 
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declared ta the Lebanese that there must and shall be no cause for conflict between 
them dae to this canse. 

10. 1 come nest to our own position in these countries, which is after all 
the matter of moment to us. At the time of the Allied occupation in 1941, the 

lation a8 a whole knew little in favour of the British except, that we seemed 
fo have brought stability and wealth to every one of the neighbouring countries 
under oar influence. We were remembered as having abandoned the country to 
the French in 1920, and our policy in Palestine had aroused strong and actively- 
expressed resentment. Hitler's victories had bred a conviction of our decadence 
and a corresponding admiration for the Germans. Having expelled, the detested 
Vichy rézime we now imposed another sot of French indistinguishable, in the 
ares of the people, from their predecessors. Our oceapation was followed by a 

isastrous shortage of wheat and rise in commodity prices. Disappointment at 
our failure to take over direct control was followed by disappointment at out 
failure to force the French to implement the promises of independence which they 
had made and which we had underwritten 

11. It required every effort on the part of myself and my stafl to improve 
this unfavourable situation. “Bound as we were by the Lyttleton-de Gaulle agree 
ments, we were unable at first to control the errors and. incompentetice tf the 
makeshift Free French organisation in the political or economic fields, while, the 
French, thongh obviously’ and. painfully ‘short of ccmpotent porsonnel, resented 
all our efforts to ite with them or to lend them experts. . We had, in conse. 
quence, to endure tho repronches of the population, which persisted. for long 
months, despite the intense propaganda put out by the French, in imagining that 
We were in effective charge behind the scenes. 

12. Our position began to improve late in 1941 when T wax able to arrange 
with the Middle East Supply Centre for the importation of 80,000 tonn of wheat 
to avert the seriously threatened possibility of famine, and: in the spring of 1042 
to promote the O.C.P. schemo which, after a shaky start, proved to be the solution 
of the wheat problem. In the meantime the War Department, by its eiployment 
of thousands of local workers if the constructions of defenees aid of the H.B.1, 
Railway, had relieved all foars of tnemployment. The yradual improvement in 
the general war situation began, too, to cause a swing-over in ht favour. i 
popular opinion. Later, when the war receded {rom the Middle Kast after 
Alamein and local politics began to rank first in importanos, it was generally 
realised that it was the unremitting pressure of Ilis Majesty's Government an the 
Free Frech which finally induced the Inttor to consent to the nstoration of the 
constitutions and the holding of elections... Our local eflorte to prevent the French 
from rigging those elections when held in August 1043. were likewise highly 
Appreciated, and the Governments which emerged therefrom have paid handssne 
tribute to them. When, as a result of the determination of the new Lchanese 
Goverument to pursue its independence, the inevitable clash with the French eame 
in November 1943, both States freely admitted that British action, both in- London 
and locally, had alone saved the Lebanon, and by implication Syria, from losing 
all they had gained 

13. Darin, 


lost, have given enormously increased. power and 
wernments and a cor 


waved 
as their capabilities allowed, 
iecessitated. Throughout both 
manifest; not only on account 
= _ Here ieee eels ‘to confer durin, 
our ‘occupation, but on account escent ny and disinterestedness 0} 
the average British official and soldier, with whom all sections of the population 
ve at one time or another come in contact. 

14. The question of their relations with other Middle Eastern countries is 
looming ever the minds of the populations. of both Syria and the 
Lebanon. All are desirous of closer economic ties, including the suppression of 
customs barriers and visa restrictions. ‘The Moslems desire in’ addion cote 
measure at least of cultural and judicial uniformity. Politically, the conception 
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, . : te 
Arab unity has!been steadily gaining ground, here as elsewhere. It might: 

sened that tbe motual rivalries of Damascus, Bagdad, Jerusalem and ‘ia 
Aihe mutual conflicting interests of the diferent Arab States, will alway 


fit from having any practical significance. But the fact is that this cot 
Bea to-day the prizopal pre-onsapation of the intelligentsia (see Sct 


wh 8 above). It was given practical expression by the support, furnii 
Sorter Arah States tothe Lebanon during the crisis of November 1943, 
by the instant repudiation, by Christians and Moslems alike, of the pro-Zionist 
resolutions of American political parties. More recently, the preliminary 
Conference in Alexandria has been hailed as the most important development 
yet to occur in the establishment of Arab solidarity. Uneasiness was shown i8 
The more extreme Lebanese Christian circles: (see paragraph 4) lest’ the result 
of this conference shonld be to place the Christian communities under Ars 
domination, but the majority of the Christians have accepted the clause in Cc 
Protocol regarding the territorial integrity of on as a sufl 
tee of their rights, and agree ith the Moslems that the co-operation of 

the Arab States represents a powerful force in support of their nat 

rations. y 
seri An important effect of this increased sense of the spirit of Arab unity 
is to strengthen the resolution of those who are working for the emancipation 
of these countries from any measure of French control, for it is generally realised 
that the rest of the Arab world resents any suggestions that the Levant State 
‘constitute a French sphere of influence and is the continued presence of 
French as a major obstacle in the path of the ment of an Arab bloc. 

16. On the future of thewe two States prophecy, ix obviously risky in, vise 
of the uncertainty of many'of the governing factors. ‘The conditions are also far 
from identical in the two, 

17. Syria can, in my opinion, govern herself if left alone politically. | She 
has many obstacles yet to overcome: first and foremost, French political inter 
ference amongst het minorities, secondly the absence of cohesion in her outlyi0g 
provinces, and thirdly, the lack of capable administrators; and she will for many 

rt require economic and technical assistance: such assistance should, however, 
he provided by neutral advisers freely chosen by her Government and paid for 
from her own resources. Given these advisers, the necessary equipment for het 
forces of public order, and freedom from foreign political intrigues, she i 
mifficiently mature politically to be able to ensure internal security and, juéeet 
by Middle-Fastern standards, « reasonable level of administration. In Shukrt 
Rawatly, whose term of office has still some four and a balf years to run, she hi 
statesman who stands head and shoulders above his countrymen, and who must 
rank high amongst Arab leaders. Above all, her governing classes have that real 
desire for independence, within the framework of the socalled Arab world, 
Which can’ at need induce in her population the resolution necessary to secure 
ir aspirations. 
the PG the Lebanon 1 am leas certain, Tn this mosaic of creeds, which bas 
so far produced no outstanding personality and where the governing clases 
though of high intelligence, lack character, the majority desire is rather for 
complete internal autonomy under the benevolent protection of one Power or group 
of Powers, than for complete independence. ‘The Chi (chiefly Maronite) 
Clement which desires French protection against the Moslems (in default 
protection by any other foreign Power) is in constant conflict with the much langet 
Fement (Moslem and Christian), which seeks first and foremost the elimination 
of the French.  Sectarian divisions are already Jess pronounced amon te 
‘younger generation, and in de time will die away, but at present constitute t 
Jnain obstacle to Lebanese nnity. My impression is that the Lebanon will requite 
tome outside stiffening for some considerable time to come, but that that stiffeni 
cannot be exclusively, or even pre-eminently, French, if only because Syria, wit 
{whom her relations must inevitably be close, would never accept such a solution. 
19. The attitude of the French is the crax. The time when the French could 
referential treaties went by in 1937. when they first declined 
‘in 1936 and then by allowing the annexation 
themselves incapable of assuring the protectio® 


Générale, a 
of the Christian minority under their 
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of “Protection for the Christians of the Levant ”’ as a pretext for demanding 
the strengthening of theit military forces, and wil thereafter demand treaties ot 
terms which will ran wholly counter to legitimate Syrian aspirations. 

20." Tam entirely in agreement with the view expressed in paragraph 10 of 
Sir Kinahan Cornwallis's despatch No. 517 of the 3th November In this count 
the peopleas a whole regard the British as the ultimate arbiters of their destinies. 
The great majority look to us, firstly, to help them to get rid of the French, and 
secondly, to establish our influence over these States in the same manner as in the 
rest of the Arab world. ‘The orientation of the Arab States towards Great Britain, 
reference to. which was made by the late Lord Moyne in his letter 45 (2) 
‘of the 19th October to you, on the results of the preliminary Arab Conference at 
Alexandria, is in perfect accord with the prevailing sentiments here; and we 
cannot refuse to accept the responsibilities which flow therefrom. If the French 
were to act as suggested in the preceding paragraph, and if we werv then to stand 
aside, I believe that Syria would resist the French pressure, with all or part of the 
Lebanon, and would call on the Arab States, the United States and the Union of 
Socialist Soviet Republics for assistance. The Lebanon might well be rent by 

‘would put an end to her separate existence; but, if the 

ee World Organisation which is our declared atm comes about, Syria could 

jardly fail, in the long run, to marshal sufficient support to achieve her liberation, 

In. these circumstances, however, our own prestige and inflience would have 

irretrievably vanished here and would. I believe, be seriously weakened in all Arab 
countries. 

21. Tf, on the other hand, we are prepared 0 stand firm now and hereafter 
in support of the States until their aspirations are satisfied, Tam convinced that 
vwe shall be able to build, on the base af the goodwill already achieved, a solid 
position for ourselves which will buttress the whole structure of our influence in 
the Middle East. 

22 Throughout my term of olfice here T have been guided by two. main 
‘objectives, which must, T submit, be ever present in the mind of His Majesty's 
Representatives in the Middle Kast = the suiecessful prosecition af the war, and 
the preservation of our strategic position, How far I have been siocessful, and 
how far I have failed, I leave it to others Jo Jude But the objectives are, 1 
think, unimpeachable; and the policy which T have outlined in the preceding, 
paragraphs 1s, I submit, the one best calculated to achiove them, 

23. Tam sending a copy of this despatch to the Resident Minister in C 
and to His Majest; yresentatives in Bagdad, Jerusalem, Jedda and Pa 

T have, de. 
1. SPEARS. 


(B) Weekly Political Summaries. 
(B 6054/23/89) No, 36. 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 129, Syria and the Lebanon, 
20th September, 1944. —(Reewived Ath October.) 
1. General. 


United States nition of the Syrian and Lebanese Republics, and the 
consequent elevation of Mr. G. Wadsworth to the position of United States 
Minister to these States, was announced on the 20th ber 

‘The Syrian Government, since being informed by His Majesty's Minister 
that His Majesty's Government favoured the conclusion of treaties between the 
Levant States and France, have stated categorically that they would not in any 
circumstances make a treaty with France, nor even begin negotiations. The 
Lebanese Government, who have been in close touch with the Syrian Government, 
have adopted a similar attitude; they are, however, more perturbed: than the 
Syrians appear to be regarding the effect of the news af these démarches, which 
Eaealeeds Petia beeeasoe Hea Capea oe gee already susceptible to 
French influence, and consider that their own already difficult position in the 
seers has been weakened. 

The Syrian delegation to the Arab Unity Conference in Cairo, consisting of 
the Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs; accompanied by two 
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secretaries, is leaving Damascus on the 23rd September, “The Lebanese delega- 
tion, comprising ibe Labaness Prime Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and the Lebanese representative on the Higher Council of the Funds of Common 
Taterests, is leaving on the same day. 


3. Syria—Damascus, : 

His Majesty's Consul reports that the Minister of Defence and Education, 
who, as reported in Summary No. 123, had tendered his resignation and who was 
understood to say that he would not withdraw it under any cireumstances, did, 
in fact, withdraw it this week. 

‘The Syrian Government is proposing to introduce a uniform programme of 
teaching in both primary and secondary sc 

‘The Syrian Department of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones has, it is 
reported, inaugurated direct telephonic communication between Syria and 
Palestine. The press state that the department is taking up the question of 
communication with other neighbouring countries, 


4. Aleppo. 

‘There have been no further disturbances. ‘The French claim that the Troupes 
Spécinles who. started the trouble in the beginning of September have been 
severely punished; the civilians arrested by the local authorities have been 
rel 


‘The French demand for Syrian representation at, the re-hoisting of ‘the 
Frouch flag over the Intendance (see Summary No. 125) has been countered 
by the Syrian Government's claitn that the Troupes Spéciales had desecrated 
& mosque on the 6th September by chasing and assaulting the worshippers. 
Tin Majesty's Consul reports that the weight of evideuce seems to show that a 
few Moslem soldiers did enter a mosque during a mélée. ‘The claims are being 
discussed. in, Damascus but no decision is yet known. | 

M. Gault, who was Vichy Consol in Alexandretta until 1942 when he went 
to Aleppo and was put in charge of French propaganda, is to return as French 
Conan! to Antioch. 


5. Homs and Hama. 

‘There have been « series of fights in Homs during the week between members 
of the’Shabab Mohamed party and the Communists, On Saturday evening, 
the Oth September, five people were wounded, and on Sunday night six pervons 
‘wore artested and a Communist seriously wounded. On Monday night « member 
of tho Atassi family and a speaker in-the mosque was attacked by three men 
fas he loft his house and soverely beaten. One of the assailants was afterwards 
ascertained to be a member of the Communint party and this led to a general 
rising of the younger members of tho Atiesi family on Tussday, when ¢ 
searched the coffee in bands, routing out and beating any ‘Commu 
they could find. ‘They were later joined hy members of other important families 
and though several arrests were made, the intervention of the leading members 
of the families involved secured their release, R 

On Wednesday, Holmi Atassi arrived in the city and after calling a meeting 
of all partios induced them to make peace. Since the middle of the week there 
have been no further disturbances 


6 Jebel Druse. 

The decision of the Administeative Council of the Jebel Druze to ask the 
Syrian Government for incorporation in the Syrian Republic has not. provoked 
any reaction from opposing elements, but the Atrash are reported to have 
heen rather disappointed that the Government do not seem to have shown any 
particalar enthusiasm. in welcoming their gesture of solidarity. 


7. Alouite Tertitory: 

Anxiety has been caused by announcements by a son of Suliman Murshid 
that his father is returning shortly. A fairly influential deputation has gone 
to the capital to express their suppott of the Government's policy with regard 
to Suliman Murshid and of the Mohafez of Lattakia. 





aia 


UE 1951/23/89) No. 35a. 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 102, Seoret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
pal 15th March, 1944. 


‘THE crisis which the appointment of General Beynet threatened to 
precipitate has been averted. At the last moment, as the Syrian and Lebanese 
Fovernments still maintained their firm attitude, and as no reply to. their 
PforGEs had been received from Algiers, M-Chataignean, a the siggestion of 
His Majesty's Minister, addressed them a letter couched in con 
emphasising that the new delegate had definite orders to cari ‘atroux’s 

licy. The receipt of this letter brought about a considerable détente; and the 
hanese were prevailed upon to seud the President's Chef de Cublnet to meet 
General Beynet on his arrival at the airport 

General Beynet arrived on the 9th March. Tt transpired that he ‘had 
finally been given the title of Délégué Géuéral only (not commander-iti-chief), bat 
that M. Chataignenw had not been He brought with him 
letters from General de Gaalle to the Syrian and Lebanese Presidents, couched 
in studiously morerate lan; and in order that diplomatic protocol should be 
observed as far as possible. advance copies of these letters were commiimicated 
to the Ministers for Foreign Affairs 

‘The general has now paid his official calls in Beirut and Damascus nnd 
has oreated a favourable impression. His mantiet has been straightforward and 
friendly, nnd he ix reported to have remarked that the attempted" Putach "of Inst 
November was a" shocking mistake which must never be repeated.”” 


Wheat. 


‘Total purchases during the d from the 4th March to the th March 
were 1.476 ts, a daily nverage of 346 tons 


Syria—Damasous, 


‘The Ministers for Foreign Adiairs and Finance are still away on their visie 
to Saudi Arabia, and Lutfi Haffar, the Minister of the Interior, is still in 
Palestine. The breach between this Minister and the Prime Minister will no 
doubt be widened by the fact that the Prime Minister has removed Dr. Aractinji 
(a personal friend of Lut Haffar’s and a Christian) from his post as Director 
of Hygiene, and replaced him by Dr, Ahmed Qudti (brother of the Traqi 
Minister, Tahsin Qadri), Dr. Aractinji has been given the post of Syrian Dele- 
gate on the Pharmaceutical Committee of the Supply Council i 

‘The President of the Republic is leaving Damascus on the 16th March on 
4 tour of northern and eastern Syria, He will visit Homs, Hama, Aleppo, 
Lattakia, the Jezireh (including the Duck's Bill), Deir ex-Zor and Palmyra, 
tay subrequently extend his tour to the Haurat And Jebel Druze after returning 
to Damascus. He is to be aceompanied by the President of the Chamber, the 
Prime Minister, the Secrotary-General of the Republic, the Director-General of 
Hygiene, Police, Gendarmerie and Public Works, and by other officials, 

The administrative machinery is undoubtedly creaking badly, and much dis- 
satisfaction is being openly expressed, even within the various departments. The 
intervention and positive interference not only of the Prime Minister, but also 
of the President himself, in the affairs of certain Ministries, is causing increasing 
resenitment ; and the eventual return of the Minister of the Interior will probably 
wine reopesing af Ba has been postponed until. the 1, 

reopening of Parliament has until the 21st April, by 
which date the Government hopes to have vont its differences an to be 
able to present the Deputies with something tangible in the way of a further 
transfer of powers, 

‘There were holidays on the 7th March in honour of the Prophet's Birthday, 
and on the 8th in remembrance of the country’s first day of independence and of the 
proclamation of the late Emir Feisal as King of Syria. No inyitations were issued 
this year to the Diplomatic and Consular Corps to attend the ceremonies on 
the 7th Mareb. 
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‘The visit of an Iraqi students’ sports team has been well received. 
the first of the matches played against the Damascus students, the presi 
the Damascus * Nadi al-Itihad,”” in his speech of welcome to the Iraqi guests 
js reported by the pro-consul, who was present, as baying said : “We want our 
Tragl brothers to know that Keisal je not, and never will be, King of Traq alone,” 
fa sentiment which was not received with unmixed approbation. 

‘Aref Nakad, recently released from internment, has been appointed: to 
former post of Director-General of the Ministry of Justice. ‘The Prime Minister, 
in explaining this appointment to the political offer, hinted that Aref Nakad 
sais te Dense origin and that it was hoped to be able to use him as a “go 
between "” with the Draze in various matters 


Aleppo. 
‘The two holidays, the Prophet's Birthday and Syrian Independence Day 
r ceably in Aleppo, with large cTowds and processions in the streets 
The Mahafez, who held no reception on either holiday, left on the second day 
for Damascus. It is understood that he wanted to, discuss questions connected 
with future cotton yarn supplies and with the President's forthcoming visit 
‘AL Asus, Moslem feelings were excited by insults used by a Christian in 
an Armenian Church during a special ceremony which the French frontier officer 
Attonded. Shops were closed by demonstrators, but the incident seems to be at 


au end, 
‘Government officials and railway workers, who had threatened to strike, have 


‘been granted an advance which ia, ia effect, a present of a month’s pay. There 
fre still no signs of any price conttol 


Corrigendum. 


Summary No. 100, dated the Ist March, referred to the Mobafez as having 
officially presided at the recent second-degree Frontier Commission meetings in 
‘Aleppo, ‘This waa based on a statement made to His Majesty's Minin by the 
yee pvime Minister, but ia incorrect, Tt veems that the Syrian Minister for 


Prin Aflairs, while staying at Aleppo oa his way to Riyadh, did, in fact, 


ney of the Mohafoz, but failed, the Vali of Uris 


attompt to insist on the presiden 
4 Ys The Mohafez merely attended the 


being unwilling to negotiate on thir basis. 
meetings anid took no real part, 


Homs and Homa, 
No detailed report received. 


Jebel Druze, 
Mombers of the Aséali and Halabi families have visited the President of 
» ask for the removal of the Mohafez 


the Republic and the Prime Minister to 
Me Prime Minister is reported to have told them that this ruatter did not concern 
dhe Government, but was for Soltan Pasha el-Atrash to decide. | The latter 


is believed to favour the removal of the present Mobafer, put cannot make up 
is Pelind whether the Emir Hasan should replace him, as the Emir ts suspected 
Ws trench leanings. He is, in fact, alleged to have come to an understanding 
oA General Catroux, when the latter visited the Levant during the 
Grins tht, in exchange for French, support for his ambitions, he would advo- 
crte the retention of French control in the Jebel. Tt must. be said that there 
sie no signs of his having falfilled his side of the bargain, if, indeed, any such 

ee eas ever made. On the otber hand, his attitude during the cri 
tert was markedly ambiguous. Sultan Pasha intends to call a family couneit 
ieee near future and thereafter to visit the President of the Republic, 

Mencral native officers of the squadrons of the Growpement Druze stationed 

in Sautida hinve asked to be transferred, in view of the harshness with which 

isalloge, they aro treated hy Commandant Monel Tt is also reported that 
seach the Groupement are being told that General Catroux has insisted, in 
(iboetTks with the Syrian Government, that under any arrangements which may 
Mis Mually te made for the transfor of the native levies to Syrian control the 
Groupement must, exceptionally, remain under French command. 





lite 
Alaouite Territory. 


Tension over the shooti : ‘ 

wader i te shooting aay referred to in lst week's suman 
ie Mohafez reports that the Prime Minister h: 

sete the outstanding disputes involving hint Me et Te 

Eration. |The court willbe composed of threo Syrian judges, wlow dcisions will 

be refered aatoastcally ot responsible authority for execution according 


Euphrates and Jezireh. 


‘The Mobafez of the Euph 
az he Euphrates has been given the task o ing. the 
Fedaan-Walda dispues with th nip of « commiten Pye yes 
“Te , and is thus faced with his first real problem as an adiuinis 
The Mohafez of the Jezireh has returned fi 
i Je ed from Damascus and his st 
activities ee to gst hat he ay ack in tip ssdiin Hishewice cvied 
rrebic hs rio from the central Government. was to send into résidence 
forcie at oe | Shammas a Syrian Catholic notable of Hassetche, who 
+ Been a i we Jezireh, and would led to 
Date exo with Michel Dom Gc Smipry No. 100) had he ot Se abst 
epee Key poe ‘tw the Mohafez, the telegram which resulted in the arrest 
the delggue-tn ead es icority aa Pa cote the Prime Minister after 
be f }own him petitions by various minariti " 
Sea guy es pn ue a cea ha 
3 { is as president of the Kamichlie mani 4 
The reaction of the French authorities in melee tote erat Gt 
to despatch the kaimakam, Philippe Farah, in a French le 
tivated by the lcal Calbaic Comaroutty who nev resectul at Shee tae eae 
sider to bo a high-handed action, Soe ee ee a eee 


Tribal, 


A dispute has broken out SI 
Jeifeh and here hnve heen a few tagaltiea The French wuthortin $05 
Np a tots ps and aircraft on the Va — 
Sheikh Nuri, eldest son of the Emir Mojhim, } resaed 

at the Government will find no one capable ‘ot controlling. and Sanna 
the tries, and that what is wanted uow ita son of the: Arab” mean 
Bodoate, such asthe Emir Abdallah. Thece is reported to be considerable feeling 

2 n favour he Emir hullah. 

Soehtedn Mohafez of the Euphrates has been Appointed to settle the Keds 
Wolds disputes Ip is understood that his committee wil clude a sich seep- 
dealer of Deir ex Zor, the revenue officer from Ragga representin 
La meri not yet arrived, an officer of the Cadastre, a tribal sheikh to repr 
sent each party. and Bedouin Control Ofer. The Wolda supporters have stated 
unless it included a nei See it ras onl rari sear] 
the committee lay entirely iu the hands of the Mohatee. st We hoi of 


Frontier. 


thing of importance. 


The Lebanon. 


The Lebanese Prime Minister stated on th 

waa u st he 9h Marck ad fi 

= = a ee mind to bring the Bill for unseating Emil aie feet Chums 

4 ite next sitting, as he was now assured of the necessary majority. ‘This sitting 
pected ta ce place in the course of the next weeks. =a 

non Oe Sth March the Prime Minister and Vice-President attend ae 

tuany is bouour of the Prophet's Birthday, held at Kab Elian in the Beka, = 

‘ich the former made a’ pointed "eeetai an 
governmental activities which had recently. been arene eaasead 
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stressed the Government's intention to preserve their independence. ‘This 
allusion to the activities of certain French officers and agents in, the region was 
lost on no one present, least of all the French political officer, and did much, to 
restore the Government's waning prestige in the area. Nevertheless a Mobafez 
hhas yet to be appointed at Zahlé. 

"The Prophec’s Birthday was celebrated in Beirut on the 7th March, whea 
the President and Government and Allied representatives attended a ceremony 
fat the principal mosque. Speeches were made by the Mofti_an 
fatter’ contsining a/machepprociated peasage of cclogy of Christian Moule 
‘co-operation. 


Press and Propaganda, 


ere has been a marked increase in references to the Palestine question in 

wae to Arab unity. Field-Marshal Smuts's declarations concerning Palestine 
have naturally provoked much adverse comment. One Be At however, takes 
the view that, as Palestine is at the moment. supporting Ralf nallion. Jews, 
mainly on agriculture, and is capable, through industrial development, of sup- 
porting millions, the Arabs should combat the Jewish invasion by developing 
their own, industrial resources. ‘The local newspapers express strprise at the 
attitude shown in the American press at a time when the United States are 
tiie to win the consent of the Arab countries for the exploitation of their 
oilfields 

1 us French ww. Echos de Syrie, bas jin been suspended 
Fhas Tit Ts tan iran teat tan ott, Coorge Phat. hae souiobed hs 
faumpalga ngainet Bishop Fatra} (wc Summary No 100) by distritating leaflets 
with an Arabic version of his diatribe against the bishop. i 

‘The universal complaint against the high cost of living continues 

Enemy Wireless Propagonda—Axis propaganda has continued to make 
much capital out of the Wagner resolution and other signs of pro- a 
in the United States. 
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10. Frontier. 

Difficulties experienced by Syrian cultivators in collecting crops from land 
they own in Turkey are at least as great this summer as in previous years. ‘There 
is no sigu of a more accommodating attitude by the Turkish officials either 
towards the Syrians or the French frontier officers. 


M. The Lebanon. 

‘The Soviet Chargé d’Affaires, who as come to open « legation, preparatory 
to the arrival of the minister, called officially on the Lebanese Government on 
the 14th September. 

Beirut has now been without Arabic newspapers for some days, as a result 
of a Tong drawn-out squabble over wage rates between newspaper proprietors 
and typesetters Both sides are appealing for sapport and no solution appears 
to be in sight, 

‘The visita of sonior French aftceré to the poli area and various military 
parades held there recently have caused a certain uneasiness which is also partly 
tne to the effect of increased French propaganda and rumours that they intend 
to extend their hold over the country after the war. ‘The Maronite clergy are 
blamed for attempting to cauke dissension between Christians and Mosiciva by 
continually referring to the danger of Moslem domination if French protection 
were to cease, In general this and other activities have not helped to ituprove 

¢o-Lebanese relutions in the region. 


‘There has been more trouble in the always lawless rogion of Hormel, in 
the North Bekaa, as a result of a decision on the part of the Government to 
effect: the arrest of certain porsons. wanted in connexion with previons troubles 
A large forve of gendarmerie was successfully dofied by the population which 
sent telegrams of protest to Lebanese and Allied authorities demanding their 
immediate withdrawal, tis doubtful whether the Government. will he able 
to impose their authority in this remote area, which éven under Turkish mle 
was-constantly in a state of disaffection. 


—_.]Jq 
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Batract from Weekly Political Summary No. 130, Seeret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
a 27th September, W4—(Receiced Mh Ovtober.) 
1. General 
THE Syrian Government have returned a categorical refusal to the proposal 
deneral Beynet for the conclusion of a treaty between Syria und France 
fajesty’ 1 in Damascus reports that there is reason to believe that 
Traqi political personalities at present in Syria have approved the Syrian refusal 
and exercised their influence to reinforce the Syrian attitude, His Ma. sjesty's 
Consul also reports that relations between His Majesty's Government and Syria 
have been overshadowed hy the fact that the Syrians consider that our advocacy 
of @ treaty is an attempt by us to impose a treaty with Franice on the Syrian 
Government. 

The Lebanese Government also, afte a special Cabinet meeting “and 
discussions with the Syrians, held fast to their determination not to conclude a 
treaty with the French. At a meeting with General Beynot on the 22nd September 
the President imfornied him in this sense, adding that the Lebanese did. not 
Propese to enter into any international obligations until. the Peace Conference. 

‘he French representatives appear to have tried, without success, to convince them 
that neither the United States nor the U.S.8,R. would eventually give them any 
support. The Lebanese have now stated their intention of explaining their views 
on the treaty question to the United Staten andl Soviet representatives 

The depression induced on the Lebanese by the notification of His Majesty's 
Government's views on the treaty question was considerably lightened by the 
unconditional recognition of the Levant States by the United States Government, 
which was announced on the 19th September, and particularly by the fact that 
this announcement made no reference ta any recognition by the United Staves 
Government of a privileged position of France in the Levant States ‘The 
appointment of Mr. Wadsworth as first United States Minister is warmly 
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welcomed, as he has acquired the reputation of being a convinced partisan of 
Syrian aspirations. 

ceaite sawn of alr, Waleworih's appointments Minister has also ben loudly 
acclaimed in Syria as evidence of the good relations between the three countries, 
tnd of American support for the integral independence of the Levant States 

Tt was only on the 2nd September that General de Gaulle acknowledged 
the telegram of congratulation sent to him a month before by the Lebanese 
President. on the occasion of the liberation of Paris (see Weekly Summary 
No. 126, paragraph 1, and Beirut telegram No. 57, Saving). 


3. Damascus. 
‘Tho tisual reception for the Diplomatié Corps was held at the Presidency 
‘on the Feast of Bairam. General Beynet and His Majesty's Minister t 
advantage of their joint meeting to inform the President that ‘The King and the 
French “Committes. bad. accorded. their agreement to the appointments of 
Dr. Kayali and Adnan Atassi as Ministers in London and Paris respectively, 


4 Aleppo. 

‘Throughout the week Government affices have been closed for the feast of 
Bairamn, and His Majesty's Consul reports that the town bas been fall of peaceful 
crowds . 

‘On the 19th September a representative of the head of the Armenian 
Orthodox Church in boviet Armenis, a certain Dr, Aprahamian, visited Aleppo 
and his arrival was made the occasion of a considerable welcome by many hundreds 
Outside the town. While his mission was declared to enquire sno te, situation 
of local branches of the Armenian Orthodox Church, His Majesty's Consul 
reports that a much wider range of affairs was examined. Certainly, one aim of 
the vinit fas the re-establishment of closer ties between Armenia and the very 
large Armenian community in Aleppo, of which a great part has not yet been 
absorbed into the local population 


5, Homa and Hama ft. 

‘The Political Officer reports that during «renewed outbreak of the fighi 
between the Communiats and members of the kebab Mohamed party (sce Weakly 
Summary No, 129, paragraph 5) one metnber of the party was shot and killed, The 
bazaars were closed on the 24th and also partly on the 25th September. ‘The 
murderer ix under arrest and the local Communist leader has fled to Hama in 
order to avoid reprisals. Guards are posted at the Serail and round the prison 
in which the murderer is detained 


7. Alaowite Territory. : 

Tn the Alaouite territory there was trouble between the French and Syrian 
authorities as a result of a report that three spiex bad landed on the const. ‘The 
French sent ont parties to search for the men, but the local authorities: and 
population fefiised to hand them over, as it teanspired that they were local 
Fsheemen.. ‘The French thereupon wsed force to capture them and the Mobafez 
lodged a strong protest, which resulted in their release 


8, Buphrates and the Seziruh 
Renewed tension is re by His Majesty's Consul, Deir ez Zor, between 
the Fedaan and the Wulda (see Weekly Summary No. 125, paragraph 8) as 0 
result of a further incident which occurred on the 9th September, when a black 
car drove up to some Fedaan shepherd boys in the desert and shot six of them. 
It-seems probable that the killing was carried out by the Wulda in revenge for 
previous losses This is corroborated by the Bedouin Control Officer, who says 
that when he sent his men to bring in for interrogation Sheikh Nassar el Farraj 
of the Walda, who owns a black car, the sheikh made off in the car towards Aleppo, 
and has not been seén sine. The Fedaan are reported to be excited by the incident. 
but a flight over theit territory by the Bedouin Control Officer has disproved! 
tories that they were massing for an attack. ‘The French have suggested that & 
tribal Majlis should be held shortly to settle all the Fedaan-Walda disputes. The 
ity is a good one, as the Political Officer has suggested to the French 

‘Baggue, to inflict'on the Fedaan a severe fine of automatics and rile. 





9. Tribal, 
His Majesty's Consul, Deir ez Zor, reports that a Majlis will probably be 
held in Hassetche on the 21st September to consider the recent dispute between 


the Kikieh and the Baggara tribes (see Weekly Summary No, 128, the 
ph) 


18th September, paragray 


M1. The Lebanon: 

‘The Lebanese Government were informed by the Persian delegate on. the 
2nd September that his Government bad decided to. recognise. their 
independence. This will put an end-to the anomalous position under which the 
Persian representative is acoredited to the French Délégation Générale and not 
to the States’ Governments, a position which hus already caused protocol 
Aificulties (sce Weekly Summary No. 127, paragraph 1), 

The Lebanese delegation to the preliminary Arab Conference at Alekandrin 
(sce, Weekly Summary No; 129, paragraph 1) left Beirut for Egypt on the 
28rd September. Before their departure # hastily convened meeting of the 
Chamber of Deputies was held to consider their terms of reference. Certain 
Deputies asked for an assurance that the delegates would uphold the principle 
of complete Lebanese independence and woold not commit. the Lebanon ‘10 
becoming part of any sort of Arab federation; the Prime Minister made 
categorical declarations in this sense, saying that the Government's policy aimed 
at a completely independent Lebanon, within its present boundaries, ‘The House 
‘appeared. satisfied 

(On the 2ist September the first anniversary of the election of the President 
of the Republic was celebrated in Beirut by military. parade and a monster 
garden-party. The Government was at pains to. organise demonstration», 
Sbviously aa a counterblast to those which followed the liberation of, Parle. 
reoord number of sbote muxt have been fired in the air at both ceremonies and 
there was'a lavish display of Lebanese flags. Much of the enthusiastn, however, 

was displayed as much in the Christian as in the Moslem 

During the gardensparty the President addressed th 

tion in a speech which was broadcast appealing for unity amongst all the 
Lebanese. 

A disturbance took place in South Lebanon on the 20th September between 
adherents of two Deputies, Ahmed el Asad and Khazim el Khalil, who are bitter 
fival. There appear to have he three deathe and several waninded, | Beyond 
the arrest of certain persons to be implicated, no strong action has boon 
taken by the Government against the lenders, and the trouble dees nol appear Lo 
be at an end, 

Ata farther mecting of the Chamber on the 25th September the Government 
were severely heckled by a number of Deputies ing the arrangement made 
by them with the Beirut merchants for compounding for arrears of war profits 
tax. The arrangement was criticised as being unconstitutional and inadequate, 
‘and the debate had to be adjourned. 

At a large dinner held on the 19th September the Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rrcenled His Majety's Minister with a cheque representing the value of ton 
Spitfires ns the result of the appeal sponsored by the Lebanese Government earlier 
in the year. This result, thongh less than was at one time expected, compares 
fayonrably with that obtained in Syria, His Majesty's Minister, in the course 
of his speech, read a message of thanks from the Minister of Aircraft Production. 

The strike of typesetters which line deprived Beirut ofits Atahie newspapers 
has at last been settled. 


12. Press and Propaganda. 


‘The local press, welcoming the recognition of Syriah and Lebanese 
\dependence by the United States and Persia, also acclaims the Prime Minister's 
statement to the effect that the Lebanese delegation to the Arab Conference at 
Alexandria will. in all circumstances, safeguard the independence of the Lebanon, 
‘An interesting report has appeared in several Beirut Arabic papers to the 
feet that two Catholie bishops resident ia Cairo have received instvuctione from 
the Vatican to get in touch with the delegates at the preliminary Arab Conference 
being held at Alexandria, and to tell them that (a) the age of emmity between the 
Catholic Church and the Moslns has ; (8) the Catholic religion preaches 
tolerance; and (ec) what the Catholic Church has done for the Jews in this was 
has been inspired by purely humanitarian motives and that the Papal See will 
adopt an attitude of absoluite neutrality towards the Arab-Jewish question, 
[30547] 12 
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Enemy Wireless Propaganda. 
Radio-Berlin on the 19th September broadcast. a speech by Haj Amin el 
Husseini addressed to the Arabs of Palestine and to the Arab delegates attendit 
the Alexandria Conference urging them to defend Palestine against the Bri 
and the Jews. 
On the 2ist September the Free Arab Station, referring to the formation ot 
the Jewish Brigade under British authority. said that it proves that Britain h 
'ven way to Jewiah claims. ‘The British army has no need whatever of a Jewisti 
jrigade, The speaker urged the Arabs to form ten divisions to show the world 
that they are capable of defending themselves. 





[B 6813/23/89) No. 38. 


Extriets from Weekly Pélitical Summary, No: 131, Seret—Syria and the 
Lebanon, 4th October, 1944.—(Received 20th October.) 


1. General. 

‘The discussions which have been taking place between the Lebanese and 
Syrian Governments on the one hand and the Britial and French representatives 
on the other, regarding the possibility of treaties, have not become known even 
in circles normally in close touch with the Governments, ‘The two Governments 
have not wished to rouse popular feeling by referring to them and the French 
appear not to have wanted to advertise the rebufl they have received. The 
Thbaneso Government has received assurances from most of the Christian prelates 
that a treaty with’ France woold be unwelcome to them and these, combined with 
the American recognition, have served to encourage them in their attitude. 

‘The President of the Syrian Republic informed Colonel Oliva Roget that 
unless the question of the transfer of the Troupes Speciales had beon satis- 
factorily settled hefore the opening of the Parliament the Government would be 
powerless to prevent questions, with the inevitable public repercussions which 
the Government's reply would cause, > 

Major-General Giles, Commander-in-Chief of the American Army Foroes 
in the Middle East, a1 at Beirut airport on the 20th September to award 
General Beynet the United States ** Legion of Merit for hie work when head 
of the Fretich Military Mission to the United States, General Giles, who did 
ot leave the airport (where the ceretiony took place) made a statement in which 
ho roferred to the United States’ full recognition of Syrian and Lebanese 
independence and the hope that these countries would accept invitations to the 
Civil Aviation Conference to be held in Washington, 

Tt has now been confirmed that both Governments intend to meud representa- 
tives to the conference: the invitations, which are the first extended to the 
Governments to attend an international conference, have given them great 
pleasure, 


3. Syria—Damascus. 
‘The Syrian Chamber has been convened to meet in extraordinary session 
from the Sth to the 16th of October, when the following are among the matters 
‘on the order paper -— 
Reform of Income Tax, 
Educational reform, and the 
Taxation of agricultural produce. 


‘The press added that "other subjects of general interest would be raised 
and the P.O, in Homs that the Deputies there were saying that a, public 
refutation of the idea of a treaty and a tion about the war would be on 
the la. 

ere have been celebrations in Damascus on the occasion of the millenary 
of the blind Arab poet, Aboul Ala al Ma‘arri. The proceedings were opened 
on the 25th of September by the President of the Syrian Republic. Delegations 
from Egypt, Palestine, Transjordan, Lebanon and Traq attended the celebra~ 
tions and were the guests of the Syrian Arabic Academy. ‘The frst banguet was & 
vegetarian meal in honour of the vegetarian habits of the poet himseli. Special 
postage stamps were issued in connexion with these celebrations. 


a7 


Dr. Aprahamian (wee Weekly Summary No, 130, paragraph 4, and wm 
telegram No, 621, paragraph 7) visited Damascus on the 22m September. Th 
@ speech at the Armenian Church he emphasised the necessity of Armenian 
collaboration with the Arabs. In an interview to the press he said, when asked 
for his views on the Armenian Soviet Republic, that he was not'prepared to 
comipent on any political question as he was a (parely religious delogite, He 
also denied reports to the effect that the Armenian Republic had instructed him 
to study the situation of the Armenians with a view to the establishment of an 
Armenian Legation. He repeated that his visit was of a purely religious nature 
and when atked whether ‘be bad had complaints by the’ Armenian com 
munity regarding the attitude of the Syrians towards them, he replied that on 
the contrary he had only heard praises of the Arab people, 


4. Aleppo. 
‘The trial of three sheikhs on charges of inciting the congregations in the 
ues to disorder on the 8th September was adjourned after the first sitting 

of the court on the 26th Septem Majesty's Consul reports that. the 

strength of local feeling against a conviction of the sheikhs may have been largely 
the cause of this postponement, 

No definite decision bas apparently yet teen reached regarding the Froth 
claim over the rehoisting of their flag and the 
the devecration af the mosques (xe Weekly Summary No. 12) 

Local political talk has been mainly concerned with the conference in 
Alexandria and the reopening of the Syrian Parliament next week. His 
Majesty's Consul reports that confederation or collaboration tween the Arab 
States seems now to have a wider appeal than the idea of Arab uni 


5. Homs and Hama, 

No further incidents have occurred in Homs between the Communists and 
members of the Shebab Mohamed party since the murder reported. in Weekly 
Summary No. 130, 

‘There were no repercussions in Hama of the recent disturbance in Home, 


6, Jebel Druze, 


‘The Syrian Prime Minister bas sent a telegram to the Mobafes expressing 
his appreciation of the patriotic gesture made by the Druze in renouncing the 
privileges of their autonomy. (eo Weekly Summary No. 120) "The Prine 
Minister and the Minister of the Interior also sent congratulatory messages on 
the occasion of Ramadan, and the Emir Atrash is delighted with these tacks 
of recognition on the part of the Government, 

On the 20h September the President of the Republic received a delegation 
from the Jebel Druze and, in the course of their visit, informed them that he was 
pleased to see them working together without distinction of party "for the 
good of the common cause and their high ideals."* 


7. Alaouite Territory, 


The Mohafez, on his return from Damascus, was annoyed to find that, dutia, 
his absence, the French delégué had been touring his area paying Bairam calls 
on Alaouite leaders. Such visits are unusual at Bairam in’ view of the fact 
that this feast is not celebrated by the Alaouites. Syrian officials had reported 
that some of them had been ignored during the visits and that French Surete 
officials had spoken top much about the futtre power of France in Syria, The 
‘Mohafez has informed His Majesty's Consul in Aleppo that he intends to protest 
‘against these actions. 

A Hama Depaty, who owns a village in the Alaouite territory, has informed 
the Political Ofer in Homs that while staying in bis village during Bairam 
the French delegate arrived and attended a lanch at_which be was present 
He said that the French delegate made a speech claiming that France was 
remaining in that the British were leaving, and that a careful list was 
being made by each French officer of the names of those who were working 
against France. The delegate left no doubt in the minds of his hearers that 
action would be taken against these offenders later. 

Another complaint voiced by the Mohafez to the consul in Aleppo is that 
the French still refuse to hand over for trial by the Syrian authorities offenders 
arrested for failing to produce identity cards and other similar misdemeanours. 
‘The consul understands that the Mohafez is proposing to take this matter up 
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11, The Lebaion (see also ‘ander “* General). 

‘The P.O. reports that there bas been little or no public comment on the 
treaty question, and any whispers that the British were supporting French 
attempts (o obtain a treaty have been dismissed as incredible. 

‘The incidents in South Lebanon have ceased for the moment, most of the 
ringleaders having been arrested. ‘The Acting Prime Minister, at a press con- 
ferevice an the 20th September, stressed that these several incidents were not due 
to any foreign Infiuencé and wore Targly ourelated, It sems, indeed, to be 
‘tue that the ineidenta are merely sytnptoms of a wave of disorder resulting from 
the wenkness of the security services and the unwillingness of the Government 
to crush disorder in sufficient promptitude and firmness. Other local incidents 
are therefore likely to occa fro time to time, 

‘The Chamber of Deputies, on the 26th September, at last approved the 

werniment's agreement With the Beirut merchants in respect of arrears of the 
War Profits Tax 

‘On the 26th September the Chamber sanctioned an additional credit of 
€LS,2 williow for financing the Kasmieh Irrigation Scheme. 

‘Nhe chauffeurs’ syndicate of Beirut, a strong and frequently intransigeant 
body, has threatened to strike asa protest against what they regard as the 
inadequate and unsatisfactory distribution of tyres for commercial transport 
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Extract from Weekly Political Report, No. 132, Seoret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
1th October, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Office, 23rd October) 


1, General. 

WITH the close of the Alexandria Conference, the Syrian delegation, except 
for the Minister for Foreign Aflairs, who is still in Cairo, returned by air to 
Damascus on the 8th and the Lebanese arrived in Beirut by train on the 9th. 
‘The Political Officer, Beirut, reports that the Lebanese appear to be very satisfied 
with the results obtained, particularly with the guarantee of the territorial 
intogelty of the Lebanon, which should serve to silence Christian critics of the 
Government's alleged pan-Arab: policy 

"The question of tha transfer of the arity was raised in the Syrian Parliament 
‘at It first meeting on the 5th October (see under "* Damascus "'), and. in spite of 
4s Britiah military "*stop,”" both Governments have already received the report 
by radio that the French National Committee have formally declined to consider 
hiding over the Troupes Spécile to the States under the present eiremstan’s 

Damascus newspapers have published articles opposing. the conclusion of 
treaty with France, One of them contrasts the idea of a Franco-Syrian Treaty 
with the Anglo-Lraq Treaty, The article says that Iraq started off with a treaty 
with. Great Britain a comparatively few years after the imposition of the 
mandate and adds that the treaty was modified several times subsequently in 
Traq's interest, In Syria, on the other hand, the situation has been totally 
ifferent, as the mandate lasted for some twenty years and was all that time a 
heavy load-on Syria. The article ends by enquiring whether, indeod, the mandate 
would not have Tasted another twenty years hd it not been ‘for the international 
ciroumstances which led to Syrian independence. The consul in Damascus 
veports that these articles may well have been Goveriiment-inspired as a counter 
blast to reports from London, quoted hy a Damascus paper and the Egypt 
Fl Akram alleging that official circles in London favoured the conclision of 
treaty. The consul in Aleppo reports that the reporting of the E Ajram article 
in the Aleppo press was followed by protests in numerous papers 

‘M. Solod, the new Soviet Minister to Syria and the Lebanon, arrived by air 
in Beirut on the 2nd October. 

‘Arrangements for this year's pilgrimage to Mecca from the Levant State= 
have now been settled. There will be seven sailings which should accommodate 
neatly 10,000 Syrian and Lebanese pilgrims. This js double last year’s figure, 
‘hat still considerably less than the reported number of applicants. 





us 


3. Syria—Damascus. 

‘The Syrian. Government met in extraordinary session on the 5th October. 
Various speakers criticised the policy of the Government, maintaining that Syri 
did not really enjoy the full attributions of independence, and in particula 
referred to the delay in acquiring control of the army. It was argued that unless 
the army were taken over independence would have no real meaning, Tho acting 
Prime Minister (who replied in the absence of the Prime Minister) said that, 
although the Government had not been able to realise all its aims, independence 
had in a great part been achieved, as many of the sovereign powers had already 
been obtained, There remained, however, the question of the army and a special 
session would have to be devoted to it. 

‘The Damascus press announces that the Syrian Government intends to hold 
a census in Jannary 1945. The census will for the first time include nomad and 
semi-nomad tribes and will doubtless be used for the revision of the electoral 
sta which in necordanoe with the Hletoral Law, ‘should take place in January 

ir 

A misprint occurred in section 3, paragraph 2, of Weekly Summary No. 131 

‘The Homs Deputies expected a declaration not about the war bat about the army. 


4. Aleppo. 

‘The cancellation of army contracts and the departure of British units from 
Aleppo area has increased talk (and, His Majesty's Consul reports, apprehension 
in most cases) of an increase of French influence. The consul has ted 
that with a view to keeping the balance between the Syrians and tho French 
aad alo the Turks along the frontier, the retention of & Beth unit would be 
helpful. 

P'The Syrians have protested to the French that since the British military 
authorities handed over train guard duties to the French, the latter have been 
endeavouring to elbow out the officials of the Syrian Sbreté, contrary to the 
procedure laid down in the protocol on this question, 

The French claim over the rehoisting of the flag (soe Weekly Summary 
No. 131) was settled when the Mohafer and the délégué arranged that early on 
the 5th October, before many people were. about, representatives of the Syrian 

ndarmerie should salute wisting of the flag on the Intendence and a 

Jhment of Troupes Spéciales should march past the Mosque and salute the 
Cadi_and the Mufti. 

‘The British and responsible Syrian authorities haye viewed with very grave 
concern the release by the French, without consultation, of a notorious local gang 
feeder ond criminal named Abou Said aril, who, on the instigation of the 

LLB, was sentenced in Aleppo last year to seven years’ imprisonment by the 

‘ranch Military Tribunal for offences including arined resistance to the 8.1.B, 
‘The consul reports that a protest has been addressed to. the French 6 for 
the unwarranted French action in this matter, and the Hritish military at cs 
fare understood to be taking the matter up with the French, 

‘On the 9th October a strike ‘among the workers in two cotton 
spinning mills as a protest. against, the imposition of Government control. of 
spinning mills, So far the workers in one mill have returned to. work 


5. Home and Hama. 

No further moves have been made by either the communists ot the Shebaly 
Mohamed after their recent quarrel 

‘The Political Officer reports that the Homs meters of the P.P.S. 

Parti Populaire Syrion) have started a new club under the nate of the Homs 
lub, The Mohafez, on hearing of the proposed meetings, sent orders for, the 
first one to be broken up and directed that the party should close the club, ‘The 
premises of the club have, however, simply been moved and the mectings are 
reported to be continuing. Among the more moderate elements of the town there 
is some discussion about the formation of a new party to consist of hoth Moslems 
and Christians, with the object of exercising control over the excesses of the 
Extremists of bath parties. So far, howerer, the idea has not proceeded beyond 
the stage of casnal discussion. 
@. Jebel Druze. 

‘When a French mobile ci ited Soncida recently the show had to be 
abandoned owing to a disturbance created by one of the spectators who, in the 
Posy of the Mohafez and the French Mélégué, shonted, “Down with the 

rrench | "" 
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Ll. The Lebanon. 

‘The chief problem now before the Government is the election of a Speaker to 
the Lebanese Chamber, which is due (o take place on the 18th October. ‘There are 
two candidates, Sabri’ Hamadi (the outgoing Speaker) and Joseph Salem; the 
fornier is believed to enjoy the support of the Government on account of his close 
political relations with the President, but the latter, who has recently refused a 
pressing offer of the post of Lebanese Minister in Cairo, claims to have the 
support of a large group of deputies normally in opposition to the Government. 
Much depends on the Government's eventual attitude, which has not yet been 
learly defined, z 

‘At a meeting of the Chamber on 2nd October a minor storm arose out of a 
declaration reported to bave been made by the new Lebanese Minister in London 
ludvooating the holding of a conference in London to consider the questions of 
Palestine and tho Levant States. ‘The Government were questioned as to whether 
this statement Was made with their anthority, and if not whether their repre- 
sentative had the right to make personal political declarations; they could only 
profess ignorance of the facts, 

‘On the 4th October the Chamber, with unusually complete unanimity, passed 
two measures of judicial reforso, the first improving the status of magistrates and 
decreasing, their dependence on the Executive, the second re-defining: the com- 
petence of the diflerenet courts. The measures, though crit in some 
quarters for not going far enough, were on the whole welcomed, particularly 
rome clauses which have for effect to abolish any neamires of French control over 
tho native courts and to confine the competence of the Mixed Courts to cases 
actually involving foreign interests, 

‘The threatened chauflewe's strike did not eventuate, as on the 6th October the 
‘Acting Prime Ministor was able to state the terms of an agreement under which 
tyres would be dintributed this week to taxi drivers approved by their syndicat 

"The Mohafez of South Lebanon impoved a curfew on the Sth October in 
cortain areas where disturbances had taken place, The area is reported quiet 
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Exttucts from Weekly Political Report No. 183, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
18th October, 1944.—(Reoeived 3rd November.) 


1. General. 

THY, moat noteworthy features of the week have been the resignation af 
the Syrian’ Govornment (see ander ** Damascus’) and the Syrian and Lebanese 
reaction to the protocol of the Alexandria Conference. 

In Syria, the Prime Minister, in, his speech to the Chamber of Deputies 
commending the results of the conference to the members, said, that ‘what 
many may have considered to be an intangible dream has now become a, realit 
From the whispers about Arab unity in the past the idea has grown into the 
speeches made at the conference which proclaimed the Arab unity of to-day 
te added that the ference was a complete success and that the Syrian 


delegation had made it clear that they desired the unity of Syria, that they 
rofused to accept the policy of Zionism, and that they intended to maintain 


tho Syrian Republic of Damascus ns its capital 

Populat intorest in the results of the conference was, however, rather over- 
shadowed by the announcement of the Prime Minister's resignation and the 
fall of the Government (see under "* Damascus"). 

Tn the Lebanon (as reported in Summary No. 132), Government circles were 
joased with the results of the conference. Since the return of the delegates, 
Fowerer, a determined attempt has been made by preFrench nnd anti. Government 
clomisnts to stir ip opposition to acceptance of the protocol both in the Chamber 
‘and outside. In particular, they tried to mobilise the Maronite Patriarch as 
tho centre of this opposition and urged him to issue a manifesto condemning 
the decisions of the conference. ‘The Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
howover, called on Irim, shortly after his return and believed he had induced 
him to abandon his intention. Nevertheless, the Patriarch shortly afterwards 
wrote a letter to the. President of the Republic claiming that as the protocol 
smacked of Arab confederation he could not agree to it, and urged the President 
not to take any step which might impair the interests of the Lebanese. The 
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President, has now accordingly sent a personal. representative to call on the 
Patriarch in order to dissipate his misapprehensions. 

The Maronite Archbishop of Beirut commenting on the Patriarch’s letter 
in conversation with His Majesty’s Minister said that these incursions into 
politics on the part of M. Arida were greatly resented by the Maronite comumunity, 
the majority of whom didnot by any means share the views expressed by the 
Patriarch and tended to diminish the considerable authority which the Patriarch 
wields in the mountain. villages. ‘The French have, of late, been making 
cousiderable efforts to gain his support as has been proved by a statement made 

ely by hie chief vicar to the eflect that Count Ostrorog, when he visited 
the Patriarch at the end of last month, showed him the text of the Lyttleton 
de Gaulle Agreement and succeeded in obtaining from the Patriarch a letter 
to Beynet expressing approval of France's claim for a. special position in the 
Lebanon. Apparently this letter was not judged sufficient by General Beynet, 
‘who sent Ostrorog back for a further letter definitely asking for French protection 
of the Lebanon. ‘This the Patriarch refused to do. 

‘The Lebanese Chamber met on the 14th Octobe cider the results of 
the Alexandria Conference and after a tamultaous sittin ‘a voto of thanks 
to the Government for what they had achieved. Several pro-French deputies, 
(including Naceache, Ayoub Tabet and Abboud), presented « motion to. the 
President of the Chamber urging that discussion of the protocol should be post- 
poned pending examination by a committeo which would report to the Chainbor. 
There was a certain amount of huck-biting and rectimination betwoen these 
Deputies and the Prime Minister which, however, ended in the silencing of the 

Ipposition, 

‘The Prime Minister, expounding the spirit in which the Lebanese ropresenta- 
tives lind gone to Alexandria. wad, "our policy towards the other Arab States 
is ono of collaboration provided auch collaboration does not in any way impair 
our independence and sovereignty..." After explaining that **the people 
of the Lebanon had, by spreading Arab Joarning and culture, worked not only 
for the independence of their own country but for that ofthe surroun 
the Prime Minister said that Lebanese independence now has « deo} 


His er for Foreign Affairs 
‘on the 16th Eden's reply to the message 
which Jamil Mardam Bey bad went him on the 22nd September regarding a 
Propose Areaty. with 

In presenting Mr. Eden's note, Sir Edward Spears emphasised that. while 
nothing was further {rotn His Majeaty’s Government's intention tha to iaipore 
4 treaty on the Syrians, they nevertheless suggested. that the Syrians would be 
well advised to consider whether it was not in their own interest to conclude 
a tena OW; Letey fads 

The Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs replied that if the French handed 
aver all the Troupes Speciale, gave an undertaking that at-ng time woald they 
increase the numbers of their troops in the Levant and would agree that the 
Syrians should give any other nation the same conditions as they might grant 
the French, they would be prepared to start negotiating for a. treaty, 

Mr. Wadsworth also received instructions to present Mr. Cordell Hull's reply 
toa similar note addressed to him by Jamil Mardam Bey. The reply stated that 
while the United States Governinent did mot wish to influence the decision of 
the Syrian, Government, they would have no reason to object tothe conclusion 
of a treaty between Syria and France provided it safeguarded their own interests, 

Mr. Wadsworth was also instructed to add that the State Department believed 
there was considerable validity in His Majesty's Goverument's advice that it 
would be in the interests of the Levant States to negotinte a treaty now. 

Last September, before the United. States Government accorded full 
recognition to the Levant States, the French National Committes presented a-note 
through their representative in Washington to the State Deparment, urging that 
recognition should only be accorded within. the limits of General Catronx's 
declaration, j.¢, recognising the predominant position of France in the Levant. 
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In their reply, the State Department, explaining the reasons for which they 
had decided to accord full recognition, added that they could no possibly agree 
to allow France and French nationals to enjoy’ discriminatory privileges in 
independent Syria and the Lebanou. 

|. On the 13th October General Beynet called on the Lebanese President and 
informed him substantially that the resolutions of the Alexandria Conference 
made the conclusion of a treaty with France impossible, and that his Government 
might, therefore, consider that the declarations of independence made by General 
Catroux were invalidated. This statement was, according to the French, not 
made under instructions. ‘The immediate Lebanese reaction to this was sharp, as 
might be expected ; but they subsequently took steadier and calmer view 


3. Syria—Damasous, 

‘The Syrian Prime Minister, Saadullah Bey Jabri, resigned suddenly on the 
12th October at the end of his first speech in the Chs T after his return 
from the Alexandria Conference. It is not known what prompted him to take 
this action, but His Majesty's Consul reports that it is thought probable that be 
resigned 18 a moment of pique on finding that his speech, which was intended 
to be a triumphal vindication of his policy, was coolly received. by the Chamber 
During his absence the internal and the external policy of the Government had 
come in for sharp criticism inside and outside the Chamber, and it is said it was 
the intention of a number of Deputies to raise the question of confidence in the 
Government at that sitting. ‘This theory is in accordance with the last sentence 
of his speech in which he said that his resignation would surprise not only his 
Colleagues in the Chamber and his Cabinet, but. the President himself. On the 
other hand, a source intimate with the Prime Minister said that according to 
Saadullah Jabri's.ovn agcount, he had mace up his mind to resign while walking 
in the Garden of the Palace in Alexandria, and though it 
imponding resignation was unknown to his colleagues, it is believed that be had 
in Tact informed the President: 

‘On the morning of the 14th of Ovtober the re-appointed Minister of Foreign 
‘Affairs informed. His Majesty's Consul that a Government under the preti 
ship of Faris el Khoury had been formed, The portfolios in this Government are 
dinteibuted as follows 

Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior and Public Works: 
Faris el Khoury. 

Minister of Finance and Ravitaillement : Khaled el Azm. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, National Defence and National Eco 
Jamil Mardam Bey 

Minister of Justice, Education and Wakfs: Dr, Abdal Rabman Kayali 


Normally the management of the Waki is held by the Prine Minister, but 


as Fat houry is a Christian it was thought better to transfer the manage 
‘ment to & Moslem, 
Two Deputies raised in the Chamber the question of the Government 
sensorship of Deputies speeches appearing in the pres claiming that, under a 

ime of liberty of speech and of the press, accounts of speeches should not be 
subject to censorship. ‘The Speaker replied that it was intended henceforth to 
issue an official version of Deputies’ speeches so that false versions issued by 
journalists should not be given publicity. 

Requests for two its for £8. 40,000 sterling in respect of expenditure 
by the Government on the rin ya ‘Conference aroused criticism in the Chamber 
of the Government's habit of spending money and then asking for credits 
afterwards. 

“Th Damascus pres ns this week once again reported that lands are big 
sold to the Jews. paper referred toa case at present before the courts in 
which the Wakfs stands as prosecutor and a Jewish society as defendant. The 
ase concerns land in the Deraa district alleged to have heen illegally transferred 
to the Jews, Another paper reports attempts on the part of Jews to buy land in 
Quneitra, and yet a third mentions other attempts of a similar nature in 
Northern Syria and Wadi el Ayam. 

‘The is also urging the immediate formation of a Syrian army, and 
suggests that Syria should be able to produce withoot difficulty a national army 
equivalent to that of Traq Tt is suggested that there is no reason to prevent the 
formation of an army at once, particularly since the Great Powers “that have 
recognised Syrian independence and helped to abolish the mandate will be 


123 


willing to assist.”” These Powers, aeording'to the press, would’ be agreeable to 
applying lease-lend principles to a country whose importance in safeguarding 
international communications is so great. 


4 Aleppo. 

His Majesty's Consul reports that at the time of the compilation of his 
report the news of the formation of the new Government had not become widely 
known, but thnt he believed that it would be generally welcomed: ‘The resignation 
of the Prime Minister did not apparently cause much surprise in Aleppo as there 
had been considerable criticism of the Government. 

‘The cotton strike continues. ‘The mills have been requisitioned and are under 
the guard of gendarmes whilst control officials are making every effort to organise 
staff to operate the machinery. His Majesty's Consul states that there are no 
appreciable stocks of yarn in the mills and that unless an agreement is reached 
son unemployment in the weaving industry will result 

The three sheikhs on trial for having made inflammatory speeches in a 
mosque on the 8th September (see Weekly Summary No. 131), have got off 
with light sentences. 


5. Homs and Hama, 

‘The Political Officer reports that the new Government formed by Faris 
Khoury hns been getierally welcomed in Homs and Hama. cd 

In Homes there has been ant uneasy calm between the Shebab Mobamed aud 
the Communists. Sheikh Safa Sebai has im specches avoided all- reference to 
faitcal matters doing the Inst fortnight. ‘The Communiats are reporied to 

iave engaged seven lawyers to defend the murderer of the member of the Shobab 
last month. 

In Hama the opening of a chemiste vbop under the auspices of the A.U.B. 
has led to protests to the Mohafez by the leading pharmacists against the cut 

wrices; drugs are sold at toss than half the Hama price, and there hax naturally 
na rush of customers 
9. Pribal. 

‘There has been trouble ayain in the Syrian desert where at the beginning of 
the month a large raiding party of the Shammar Khrossa attacked members of 
the Ageidat some 50 miles east of Deir ez Zor and, after killing six of the 
tribesmen, drove ‘off about 1,500 of their sheep towards the Traq_ border, 
‘They were intercepted by the Shammar Feddagh, a tribe friendly to the Ageidat, 
who tpeovered some 600 sheep. On the 10th of October the Ageidat 
were reported to have asembled large body of horsmen (amounting to as many 
‘as 300.500) with the intention of carrying out a counter-attack, but so far no 
furdher clash hts Uren reported: ‘The Shannnar Krona alo raided the Afadla 
‘on the Oth October near Ranga. 

‘The diepate etwoon whe Raggarn and the Kikioh (soe: Weekly. Summary 
No! 130) is probably settled. ‘The Majlis decided that the, Kikieh must, pay for 
the extra nino deaths among the Baggara for which they were responsible. 


1. Phe Lebanon. 

‘Apart from the debate in the Chamber on the Alexandria Conference (see 
sageal"" Une la! ov of the wed welt loti of tho eveponer (xp 
Weekly Summary No. 132), Both candidates did a good deal of canvassing, and 
micetings of supporters were held in private houses with a view to organising 
support, It soon became clear that the Government did not intend to withdraw 
their support from the present Speaker, Sabri Hamadi, the Shia Deputy from the 
Bekaa, and on the 17th October he was re-elected by thirty-six votes against 
fifteen for Joseph Salem, There was one blank vote. Demonstrations of Shia 
supporters took place in the streots of Beirat before and after the election with 
the usual accompaniment of banners, flags and shots in the air, ‘Though, of course, 
the demonstrations in no way inflnenced the results of the election, the reaction 
has been bad among the Christians who, it is re fear that the Moslems 
wits se the habit of attempting to impose their will through demonstrations 
of this kind. 

‘A new parliamentary party has been established composed.of the so-called 
Nationalist Deputies, ce, those who were elected on Edde's list, together with 
‘Alfred Naccache, the former President, and Mohamed el Abboud. It has taken 
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the ume of Hisb-el Shas (People’s Party), but neither a president nor 
secretary has yet been elected. 

Abdul Hamid Karami, the Tripoli Moslem leader and Deputy, accompanied 
by two other Deputies from Tripoli, paid an official call on the Maronite Patriarch 
on the 11th October. ‘The party was warmly received by the Patriarch, and it 
is believed that the visit has done much to improve relations between Patriarch 
and Deputy, who assured one another of their genuine desire to maintain Lebanese 
independence without any alteration in their frontiers. 
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Extract from Weekly Political Summary No. 134, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
25th October, 14. —(Received in Foreign Office, 1th November.) 


1. General. 


‘Affairs sent for Count Ostrorog and explained to him that it 
the Alexandria Conference precluded a free State from making a treaty #0 long 
‘as it was not prejudicial to the interests of the other Arab States. In these 
circumstances he enquired whether General Beynet would withdraw his 
communication. Coant Ostrorog replied that the question had been referred to 
Paris, but that he would consalt General Beynet and hoped to be able to give an 
‘answer in two or three days. During the interview Count Ostrorog was shown 
by Sclim Tacla the exchange of notes between the State Department and the 
French, National Committr (ee last paragraph of page 2 of ‘Weekly Summary 
0. 138). 

‘The Lebanese Government informed the Syrians of the action they proposed 
taking in the first instance. ‘The Syrians, much excited, discussed the matter 
with the Iraqi Foreign Minister, who was passing through Damascus at the time, 
‘Aw a result the Iraqi Foreign Minister proposed, on his return to Bagdad, to 
address notes of tin tho name of the Iragi Government, to the Allied 
representatives there, and the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs was to arrange 
that the other Arab Powers represented at the Alevandria Conference, including 
Egypt, Transjordan and Saudi Arabia, should be invited to, take such action as 
they deemed appropriate in protest against General Beynet’s declaration. His 
Majesty's Minister, when he heard that the Lebanese had decided to. await the 
French Government's reply before taking any further action, suggested to the 
Syrians they might be well advised to avoid doing anything hasty or premature 
‘The Syrian Minister for Foreign Afiairs accordingly agreed to postpone the 
arrangements he had made to approach the other Arab Powers. His Majesty's 
‘Ambassador in Bagdad, at Sir Edward Speat's request, took similar action with 
the Iraqi Minister for Foreign Affairs. f 

On the 23rd October the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs enquired of 
Count Ostrorog when he might expect a reply to the Lebanese Government's 
enquiry; and was told thatin all probability the French Government, to whow the 
matter had been referred, would wish to lay it before the Conseil Juridique and 
the reply would probably take some little time. 

Stave then there have been discussions in Damascus between the Syrians and 
the French regardi PY 
agreement with the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom he saw before- 
hand, Jamil Mardam was able to make it clear that the Lebanese Government 
fully supported the Syrian Government in demanding the transfer of the Troupes 
‘Spécinles. General Beynet definitely bound the transfer of the army up with the 
conclusion of a treaty. This has resulted in a deadlock which the negotiations 
have 0 far not succeeded in resolving. The Syrians repeated that they had no 
Intention of signing any treaty with any country during the war, and pointed ont 
that Tefore the coticlusion of treatios with Exypt and Trag the national forces 
had been transferred by the British to these Governments. ‘The Syrians also took 

with General Beyniet his statement to the Lebanese President and enquired 

‘ether he had questioned the validity of General Catronx’s agreement of the 
Bond December. ‘General Beynet replied that he had not done so and that he had 


ng he tranafer of thosTroupee Spfciales 40d the treaty. By 
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merely made it clear that his Government would be obliged to/revise its policy 
towards the Lebanon. The Syrian Minister for-Foreign Affairs emphasised the 
solidarity existing between the two republics. Negotiations are still coutinning. 

Among the subjects which the Syrian Minister for Korein Affairs told His 
Majesty's Minister his Government had the intention of raising with the French 
authorities during their negotiations was. the attempts being made by the 
French to create disaffection by distributing arms and pamphlets attacking the 
Government, disorders which would enable the French to claim that the Syrians 
‘wore unable to govern their own country. 

The Lebanon will be represented at the Conference on Ciyil Aviation to be 
held in the United States in November by Camille Chamoun, their Minister in 
London, assisted by Mr. Fauzi el Hoss. Syria will be represented by the 
ex-Minister for National Economy, Tewfik Shamieh, Shamieh, according to the 
press, will also be entrusted with 1 special mission to point out to the United States 
authorities the harm done to United States prestige in Syria hy their pro Jewish 
policy. 

The attitude of the Lebanese and Syrian press and public to the United 
States has been profoundly affected by President Roosevelt's declaration in favour 
of Jewish immigration, {twas known, of course, that every leading: American 
politician had made such declarations, but it was always felt that this wax done 
in_an irresponsible effort to catch votes, President Roosevelt's declaration was 
taken much more seriously and the public and press have been cnrefully discussing 
it. Publicity for his declaration is said locally to have been encouraged by the 
French, and the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs, who is known to have been 
‘embarrassed at the trend events were taking, ns requested the censor to persuade 
newspaper editors not to discuss this subject further. 

3. Syria—Damaseus. 

The Syrian Government met for the first sitting in Ordinary Session on the 
17th October and elected parliamentary officers, For. some days previously 
Deputies had been discussing the merits of the candidates for the post of 
President of the Chamber, which was vacated by Fares el Khoury on his taking 
office as Prime Minister. ‘The two candidates wore Saadullah Jabei, the former 
Prime Minister, and Rushdi Kekhia of Aleppo, and Saadullah Jabri’ was elected 
with 67 yotes to 44. 

His Majesty's Consul reports that popular opinion sees in this election a 
division of the Chamber into two parties; the Opposition party, voting for 
Kekhia, is said to comprise a volid bloc of younger Deputies; those who voted 
for Saadullah Jabri are tho Government supporters. They are less co-ordinated 
than the Opposition and are wid to contin a moderate party of some twenty 
members, who hope to be able to control the majority. The. Sividenrtato parties 
something new in Syrian politics, as it has hitherto been the practice of politicians 
to arrange matters outside the Chamber before putting them to the vote. The new 
Government of Fares el Khoury have not yet presented their programme to the 
Chamber. 

‘The new Supply Minister has been criticising the ‘severe methods" of 
Zein od Dinn, the Director General of Sapp, in the handling of the Aleppo 
spinning factories, and informed him that he proposed in fnture to have two 

jrectors-General, one for policy and one for administration. On learning of 
the appointment of a second Director-General, Zein ed Dinn has tendet bis 
resignation and the newly appointed Assistant Director remains in control 


4. Aleppo. 

His Majesty's Consul reports that, although the new Government is generally 
welcomed, some lack of confidence exists, as, in spite of widespread respect for 
Fares el Khoury, it is felt that he will be unlikely to be able to control for long 
the preponderat ne Moslem opinion in Damascus. It also seems to be thought 
that the present Ministry neods new blood to strengthen it, 

On the 19th October the Mohafez was instructed that agreement had been 
reached in Damascus regarding the cotton yarn control, and that the two 
requisitioned mills should be freed to permit them to restart and deliver a certain 
amount of yarn each month to the Government. Since the 8th, October, when 
the Government's latest attempt to enforce control was started, no disturbances 
have occurred in connexion with the closi of the mills. Yarn prices have, 
however, risen higher than ever before, for the new scheme is not yet understood 
and weavers are uncertain about future yarn supplies 





5. Homs and Hama. 

After three weeks’ comparative quiet, the Shabah Mohammed met last 
Sanday under the presidency of Sheikh Moustapha Sebai in the mosque in Homs 
and listened to a speech in his best fanatical style, urging the Government to 
follow the tenets of Islam, He also, during the week, sent out invitations to his 
colleagues in Damascus and Aleppo to attend the Forty Days’ Memorial Ceremony 
to be held in Homs on the Srd November, to celebrate their new martyr—the 
victim of the brawl with the Communists last month. The Political Officer 
reports that, unless the Mohafez intervenes, this promises to be-“‘a lively 
gathering.”” 

‘The Political Officer records « report from Hama that an American repre- 
sentative visited that town on Wednesday to enquire into public reaction to the 
American declaration regarding Jewish immigration into Palestine, and states 
that, from all acconuts, he is believed to have been given a very clear idea of 
Mosietn opinion. 


7. Aluouite Territory. 

___-Areport has been received that a meeting was held in the house of Ibrahim 
Kinj, attended by well-known Alaouite personalities, including members of the 
Abbas ond Yaxaji families, presided over by a Fronch olficer, stated by one 
‘source to be Captain Bossiquet, the French Political Officer in Lattakia- 

‘The object of the meeting apparently, was to. form a union betwoon the 
Alaouites anid Christians against the Moslems in general and the Syrian Govern 
ment in particular, with a view to pressing for the comtinued administer 
autonomy of the Alaouite State. 


IL. The Lebanon, 

During the week under review there has been no parliamentary activity, 
sayo for mcetings of the parliamentary commissions, though there has been :uch, 
unfounded talk of Cabinet reshofles and speculation aboot the diteibtion of 
Ministries, 

‘The Government has published decrees on judicial reorganisation (the 
fromotion of judges, da), and followed them up with decrees reorgantsing the 
higher administrative grades in Government offices and creating’ directors 
eneral. 

From Tripoli comes m report of w further demand from tho local authorities, 
following  minior shooting incident, for police reinforcements to fill the vacancies 
im the local establishment. ‘They have also asked that the Police Commissioner 
and the Mohafex should remove certain police officials who are considered 
undesirable. They are accused of disloyalty and are sus of accepting 
bribes from members of the Mokaddem gang. They ready once been 
transferred from Tripoli, bat had been posted there again in spite of complaints 
made by the Police Commissioner, 

"The shooting incident occurred as a. result of a remark by a night 
watchman to one of the Mokaddem family, who took exception to it. He 
day sent_one of his followers, a notorious criminal, to shoot ap the watcha: 
who received a severe bullet wound in the head. The assailant has since escaped. 
There is a strong suspicion that these incidents, which are deliberate attempts 
to embarrass the Government, have the support of the French, who are also 
reported to be paying members of the Omari family to cause trouble in ‘Tripoli. 


12, Press and Propaganda. 

Internnl—The declarations made by leading American statesmen in support 
of Jewish claims to Palestine have aroused extreme indignation in the Lebanese 
and Syrian press, which voices determination to defend the Arab canse to the end. 

“The press welcome the appointment of Fares Khouri, a Protestant 
Christian, as a step towards abolition of the principle of sectarian appointment, 
and therefore evidence of Syrin’s political development. In the Lebanon the 
bites expres the view thatthe election of Salem ae Speaker would have gone some 
way towards the elimination of the same principle here. 

Enemy Wireless iganda.—Talks were mainly devoted to praise of 
Rommel and his alleged friendship for the Arabs. Nothing else of importanice. 


mw 
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Weekly Political Summary, No. 135, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
Ist November, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Office, 16th November, 1944.) 


1. General. 


During the week there have been three meetings between the French and the 
Syrians to discuss the questions of the transfer of the Troupes Spéciales and an 
eventual treaty. 

‘At the first, on the 25th October, the Lebanese Minister for Foreign Affairs 
also attended ; General Beynet protested wgainst his presence, on the grounds that 
insufficient notice has been given of his intention to attend, and stated that the 
French Government's instructions were that the Troupes Spéciales question 
should be discussed with each State separately. The Syrians claimed, and 
General Beynet denied, that the Troupes Spéciales formed part of the question of 
Common Interests which the two Governments had discussed jointly with General 
Catrous in December 1948. General Beynet stated that previous p for 
the transfer had been rejected by Algiers because the Syrian Government's 
attitude towards France bad been considered hostile, and that the French 
Government required assurances regarding the future position of France in Sy 
bofore considering the transfer. ‘The Syrians protested friendliness to 
France, but declined to bind themselves to give that country a privileged position 
in a future the conditions of which they could not foresee; they claimed that the 
Troupes Spéciales question was distinct and should be settled now, since the 
Chamber was pressing for results, ‘ 

‘AL the next meeting, on the 26th October, the French representatives, in reply 
to a Syrian enquiry, stated that the kind of treaty they had in mind would follow 
the general lines of the Anglo-Iraqi and Anglo-Egyptian Treaties. and would 
include military, educational, consular and establishment conventions. ‘The 
Syrians continued to press that the Troupes Spéciales question should be settled 
forthwith, and the French that it shoold form part of a general settlement. 

‘On the 20th October, both sides, with courtesy but with « good deal of plain 
speaking, went over mach the same ground withont making the slightest progress, 

finally, the Syrians, who had previously met and reached agreement. with the 
Lebanese, proposed to the French that His Majesty's Goverament should bo 
ted {0 arbitrate the Troupes Spéciales question in view of their guarantee of 
Syrian indepeodence and their interest in security matters in the Levant States, 
General Beynet agreed to submit the proposal to Paris. 

‘Ata meeting of the Syrian Chamber on the same day nearly all the speakers 

demanded the transfor of the Troupes Spéciales and repudiated the idea of a 


treat 
Despite this deadlock, the Syrian Government. have still, succeeded. in 
preventing demonstrations in Damascus, though they have expressed fears that 


they will not be able to do so indefinitely postponed, They are 
apprehensive lest the French may be attempting to drive a wedge between them 
and the Lebanese preparatory to taking direct action against the latter. 

MM. Solod, the Soviet Minister, presented his letters af credence to the Syrian 
President on the 26th October and to the Lebanese President on the 29th October 
In conversation with the Lebanese Foreign Minister he said that his Govern 
ment’s attitude towards the States had been clearly stated by M. Novikov, namely, 
that the Soviet Government wished to see these States completely independent, 
with no foreign power occupying a privileged position 

news af the recognition of the French Provisional Government appears 
to have evoked little enthusiasm amongst the French, who regard it as overdue, 
‘Amongst the Lebanese and Syrians it has naturally caused fears that the French 
position in the Levant States will be proportionately strengthened 

“The first special train of Mecca pilgrims left Damascus on the 20th Oétober 


2. Economic. 

Total cereal purchases during the period the 16th to 22nd October, 1944, 
amounted to 4.243 tons, a daily average of 606 tons, which brings the total 
purchases from the 1944 crop up to 155,856 tons, 
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3. SyriaDamascus 

The new Syrian Government appeared before the Chaitihe® on” the 
26th October, when the Prime Minister made his declaration of policy. In the 
internal, field, this promised encouragement and protection for national 
industries, development of irrigation, the promulgation of labour legislation, the 
promotion of primary education and increased freedom for the press where 
military and political security was not concerned. As for external policy, Fares 
el Khoury stated that his Government would follow the samo lines ‘as its 
predecessor... This) policy fell. under three heads; firstly complete independence, 
‘unfettered except by the principles of international Jaw, the maintenance of peace 
and security, and good relations especially with those powers which had 
vecoguised Syrian independence; secondly, participation in the Allied war effort 
to the fallest extent of Syria's powers with a view to a voice at the peace settle- 
ment; and lastly, close collaboration with the countries represented at the 
Alexandria Conference, the outcome of which was the formation of a Leagne of 
Arab Nations. » The Prime Minister added that Syria must obtain. control of the 
army, "in accordance with the agreement of the 2nd December, 1943," in order 
to ensure peace at home; conversations on this point were proceeding and would 
be resumed! at once 

‘Two subsequent sessions were devoted to discussions of this dec! 
deputy criticised the Government's foreign policy, and most. speakers specifically 
approved it. There was no flamboyant oratory and wo fireworks. At the end of 
the xevond session, on the 30th October, the Government obtained a vote of 
confidence without clissentients, but with four abstentions. Atont 25 per cent, of 
tho depnties were, however, absent from each sitting, 

¢ Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs has wld the American Chargé 
d’Affaires ‘at’ Damascus that his Government continue to protest against 
American support of Zionism. An anti-Zionist Committee containing Syrians 
and Lebanese of many shades of opinion has been formed in Damascus. The 
Syrian members include the Communist leader, Khaled Bagdash. 

‘Taufiq Chamieh, the former Minister of National Economy, who was to have 
represented Syria at the Conference on Civil Aviation in Chicago (see Weekly 
Summary No. 134), declined the invitation, and his place has been taken by 
Nourieddin Kahhaleh, Chief of Hydraulic Services of the Syrian Government 


4, Aleppo. 

‘Tho latest reports received indicate that the area bas been quiet and that 
comment on the new Syrian Government was reserved pending the announce: 
‘ment of its policy. 

‘The two cotton mills (see Weekly Summary No. 134), are niow working again 
under the management of their owners ‘The result of the month's trial under 
the riew scheme is the subject of speciation, but yarn prices have) dropped 
sharply from their previous record high level. 


5. Homs and Hama. 
Nothing of political interest to report, 


6, Jebel Druze. 
Nothing of political interest to report, 


7. Aluouite Territory, 

Many of the Alnouite Deputies remained in Latiakia while Parliausent wax 
sitting in Damascus It is probable that their presence is connected with the 
campaign for the abolition of Alaouite autonomy. which Bedawi el Jebel, the 
Alaouite Deputy, is sponsoring. ‘The issue may come up before the Administra. 
tive Council shortly, in which event the result will depend on the attitude of those 
members who are of the Alaouite sect, These do not so far seen) to favour 
integration of the territory in Syria. 

‘Moslems in this territory are reported to be extremely bitter against the 
United "States as a tesnlt of the declarations of President. Howsevelt. and 
Mr, Dewey in favonr of Zionism. 


8. Euphrates and Jezireh, 

Political’ Officer. ¢-Zor. reports that the Mohates of the Euphimtes 
is taking strong action to control prices of local focd-stufls and has issued ay 
official price list which he is applying strictly in Deir-ez-Zor. 
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9, Tribal. 

olitical Officer reports that as a result of the recent trouble between 
the Stamm Kirosse and fhe Agaiedat (ose Weekly Summary ‘No, 133), there 
js reason to believe that the Agaiedat, the Raggara (who assisted the Agaiedat 
jn their recent troubles with the Shammar) and the Jubur, are prepared to form 
a common front against the Shammar-Khrossa. 


10, Frontier. 
His Majesty's Consul, Aleppo, reports that on a visit to the frontier he found 
the laborasion between lepioraud French ‘Siireté officials satisfactory. oe 
‘On the Turkish side of the frontier, the guards were, he found, pleased with 
the new British rif_es and Bren guns." Apparently, however, their control has 
been troublesome to the officials on the Syrian side of the frontier owing to their 
reduction in the number of places at which passavant holders can cross into Syria, 


11 The Lebanon, a 
‘As the main political centre of gravity is at present in Damascus, no 
important rc Br Ihave oacurred an the Lebanon. Public interest in the 
‘Alexandria Conference has by no means died down and both the press and publ 
continue to discuss how far the protocol signed there is to the advantage of the 
ebanon. 
vawti the Both Octuber. Riad Sath convoked the local press and replied to 
General de Guulle’s reported press statement regarding "artificial difficulties 
{i the Levant. States. “He said that the first part of General de Gaulle’ state 
ment, regarding the immediate independence of the States, was eminently 
‘satisfactory and no more than was to be expected of 1 recently liberated France ; 
‘but that he was at a loss to understand the purport of the second part, for no 
‘one had the right to interfere in the internal affairs of the independent Lebanon, 
and it-was therefore impossible that “artificial difficulties” could be created 
re . 
m “Joseph Salem, the defeated candidate for the speakership of the Lebanese 
Charber’ (see Weekly Summary No, 134), hax now decided to accept the post of 
Tebaniese Ministor at Cairo, which he had previously declined. 


12. Press and Propaganda : 

‘The chief interest in the press has been the statement made by General 
de Gaulle about “artificial difheulties” for France in Syria and the Lebanon, 
‘which, with the reply from the Lebanese Prime Minister, has been published in 
{ll the newspapers. With the exception of a short article inthe Arabic newspaper 
Beirut, no comment on either statement has, however, yet appeared. Beirut, 
‘alluding. to General de Gaulle's reference to’ the League of Nations, enquired 
what had become of it ‘ 

‘in the absence of any official communiqué regarding the various meetings 
held in Damascus between the French and. the Syrian authorities, the, press has 
correctly surmised that the Troupes Spéciales and treaty questions have been 


tnder discussion, 


Enemy Wireless Propaganda. 
Nothing of importance during the week under reviow. 


(E 7165/23/89) No, 43. 


Betracte from Weekly Political Summary, No. 198, vert Syria and the 


‘Lebanon, 8th November, 1944.—(Received in Foreign Office, 22nd November) 
1. General. ~geeewipene a 
NO i nt political developments have occurred during the week, as the 
viows of Paria anlLoodon on the. proposal for, Britis arbitration th the 
1 les question have not yet heen receiv ¢ 
Toure Sha Novetter the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, was marked 
in Damascus by orderly demoustrations andia brief partial closure of the town, 
while a number of protests against the declaration and against recent statements 
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that Palestine would become a Jewish National Home were sent to the British 
Consulate. Thore were: similar demonstrations at Lattakia, Homs and. Tripoli, 
but not at Aleppo. In Beirut a mass protest mesting was held in a cinema, the 
speakers at which included several prominent Communists; it was noticeable that 
Christians, were ae vehement as Moslems in their denovciations of Zionism and 
all its works. 

‘Tho establishment of a Soviet Legation in Beirut has been followed by a 

of press announcements of pro-Soviet activities, mostly by the body known. 

Friends of the US.S.R.,"" and the 27th anniversary of the Soviet revolution 
was widely publicised, Russia is, in fact, all the rage at the moment. The Soviet 
Minister has already had a clash with General Beynet, who induced him to 
‘attend a French Consular Mass, thoagh well aware that neither the Lebanese 
Goyernment nor the Diplomatic Corps would be represented. 

Afghanistan has recognised Syrian and Lebanese independence 

Ata recent meeting of the Damasctis Chamber, a Deputy who called for the 
return of the Hatay to Syria was loudly applauded. The incident has aroused 
considerable interest in Aleppo, in which region the loss of the Hatay, and 
particularly the port of Alexandretta, has been keenly felt, but it is realised that 
to raise the question now may embarrass the Syrian Government just when they 
are angling for Turkish recognition 

‘The Syrian Minister for Foreign Affaire and the Lebanese Vice-President 
have both called on His Majesty's Minister to express condolences, on behalf of 
their Governments, on the death of Lord Moyne. ‘The local reaction has been ove 
‘of sincerw regret at the death of one who was generally held to be a good friend 
of the Levant States, mingled with the hope that this crime will result in the 
modification of His Majesty's Govornment’s attitude towards Zionism. 

. . . . . . 


3. Syria—Damarcus 
‘The Chamber debate on the Government's statement of policy ended on the 
‘ist Ovtober, ue already reported, in an overwhelming rote of coatdeace. The 
debate covered a wide field: official corruption, especially in the Ministry of 
vane in for criticism, and there wore demands for improved labour 


Hion and for increased pay in the Administration. Speakers raised the 
jon of the foreign participation in the O.C.P.; the Prime Minister, in 
praised this organisation for its benefit to the country : he hoped, how. 
see introduced in its Constitution certain modifications more in consonance 
is country's sovereign status. There was general fappert for the Govern 


ments external policy, particularly on the treaty issue, and demands for a more 
teal Syrian control of the services handed over by the French. ‘The Aleppo 
Dopmty usally considered to be the leader of the Opposition eletents announced 
that his yronp would vote forthe Government 90 long asi faithfully carried out 
its announced policy. . 


4 Aleppo. 
_,,, The vote of confidence passed in the new Government by the Damascus 
Chamber has been generally welcomed, though the Prime Minister's specch is 
thought to have shown tact rather than strength, ‘The chief local preoccupation 
is the recent great nad quite unjustified rise in commodity prices, which reflect 
nck of confidence in the supply services. ‘The new Director of Supply, who is 
sioxily two ri ale po, is reputed honest, and it is hoped that the Government will 
endeavour to tackle this urgent problem, which has been aggravat 

purchases on a vast scale by the French authorities sca a 


5. Homs and Hama. 

A.memorial meeting held by the Shebab Mohammed to cor 
Horak the victim of Gh clah betwen this party and local Casmanhoeepeict 
in Weekly Summary No. 130, was attended by all local religions dignitaries and 
by delegates from cus, Aleppo and Beirnt. All speeches denounced com- 
munisin and lamented the young man who “had sacrificed himself for Islam. 
but there was no disorder. “ 


, Jebel Druze. 


His Majesty's Minister. paying an official visit to Soueida 
2nd November, was confronted with atl assembly of loc notables conced ny the 
Muhafiz, and was vehemently harangued on the subject of Palestine and the 
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Syri army, According to the Muhafiz, the French endeavoured to stage anti- 
Balfour Deviaration demonstrations to. coincide with the visit, but the notables 
declined thus to spoil the occasion. 


7, Alaouite Territory. E 

The new Muhafiz, a Sunni Nationalist, is disturbed at what he describes ax 
French encroachments on Syrian sovereignty in his area. He is also uncertain 
of what support he will get from the new Government, which he has reason to 
believe at first intended to allow Suleiman Murshid to return to Lattakin, an 
action which, if not prevented, might have had serious security repercussions in 
the aren.” Whilst the French, Delegué appears munlrate and co-perativs the 
French Political Officer, Captain. Bonssiquet, and even more his interpreter, 
appear to be continuing intrigues among the separatists, they seem to have spread 
reports that Murshid wonld return and to baye begun organising a welcome for 
him. The area is still calm, aud the reopening of the British Political Ofice 
has caused a genuine feeling of relief in view of widespread reports, that the 
British were leaving the country to the French. 

‘The Mubfiaz states that the question of the abolition of Alaouite autonomy 
is unlikely to be raised in the local council until the Troupes spéciales have been 
handed over. 


11, The Lebanon, 


through. co-operative stores i 
he Mufti of the Lebanese Republic has addressed a lottet to the President 
expressing the support of his community for the Alexandria Protocol and for 
the Government's policy of refusing to conclude a treaty with France’ ind con. 
Leasting their reasooableness with the favaticinm of cortain Christian elements 
he Dandeche. a notoriously unruly tribe in the Northern Bekaa, have 
recently bogun to display a threatening attitude against neighbouring Christian 
Villages. Their activity seems to date from a recent visit paid to them by the 
Fronch Political Officer at Bantbek. Otherwise the country in qui y 
‘On the 3rd November the French Sireté raided a printing press in Beirut 
h was being printed a “* Narrative of the Lebanese Crisis of November 
Which the Government had originally commissioned two of its officials to 
write, and which the French believed contained insulting reference to their 
trope, The Government, immiedintely informed. sent police to occupy and seal 
the pros and evict the Sdreté. A tense situation ensaed when the French pro- 
tested strongly at this reaction to their ilegal action, and the Lebanese Prime 
Minister, rather than risk a clash at this juncture, gave way to the extent of 
having the pamphlet burned against withdrawal of the Fresich note of protest 
and release of the arrested manager of the pres. 


12. Press and Propaganit. 

Internal—At a meeting of Lebanese and Syrian journalists at Chtaura on 
the Sth November it was resolved to approach their respective Governments with 
1a view to pressure on the British authorities for increased supplies of newsprint. 
‘The faternal cemrahip came in for severe GR eupartof 

yneral the press is unanimous in its opposition to American’ support o 

Zionit Subliration inthe Middle East. The. Alexandria Protocol has been 
approved with certain reserves. The Lebanese press is antagonistic to the Greater 
Syria movement, whilst both the Syrian and Lebanese papers are awaiting the 
‘exact terms of General de Gaulle’s declaration before making any comment. On 
the question of internal reforms the entire press is discontented and has voiced 
bitter criticism of the two Governments. 
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[E 7333/28/89) No. 44 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary No. 137, Secret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
15th November, 194.—(Received in Foreign Office, 2th November.) 


1. Generat. 

NO developments having occurred in the major political questions. public 
attention during the week has become sharply focussed on the recent alarming 
rise in the eost of living. The press in both States has contained numerous articles 
calling on the Governments to take effective measures to control prices, and in the 
Lebanon pamphlets have been circulated by the Falangistes and others attacking 
the Lebanese Government for its failure to-do 20. ‘There is no doubt that the 
increako 1n the already excessive price level has, in fact, hit wage-earners hard 
everywhere, and labour troubles have already started as a result. 

Information received from wany different sources indicates that one of the 
main canses of this recent rise is the institution by the French civil and military 
authorities of bulk purchases of food-stufls and other essential commodities for 
local storage and eventual shipment to France. The Lebanese Government have 
already protested on this score to the French authorities, who have admitted that 

rchases. have been made and who claim that they have now been suspended at 
eneral Beynet's behest; but they have declined to consider a further suggestion 
that the goods bought should be returned to the vendors. ‘The question of these 
ppotebases was raised in the Letanese Chamber on the 14th November, when the 
Government declared that their export from the country would be forbidden. 

Apart from this Lebanese démarche, neither Government has produced any 
forreaching, plan for controlling, much lew for reducing price, though both 
have taken atgpe to aid their own civil servants the Syrians by granting euch of 
them a month's pay as a gratuity and the Lebanese by increasing the stocks 
of commodities to be sold through the co-operatives. 

Tn the Lebaneso Chamber on the 14th November a Deputy. quote! at length 
certain reports alloged to have appeared in the Manchester Guardian and The 
‘Times regarding the position of Great Britain and France in the Levant States, 
including statements attributed to official French sources, that the 1948 Lebanese 

nv had been vitiated by British interference and that British officials had 


not observed the Lyttleton-de Gaulle Agreement. He asked whether the Govern: 
ment were aware of the w of the Paris discussions, which touched at the root 
af Lebanese independence, and repudiated the suggestion that the Chamber 
resulted from falsified elections. The Prime Minister, in reply, said that he had 
no official cognisance of the discussions referred to, but that he knew that there 


can be no question of Great Britain going back on her promises as regards 
Lebanese independence. ‘The Lebanese had acquired independence because they 
wanted it; that independence had been recognised by Arab and Allied States and 
could not now be taken away. His Government would not sign a treaty with 
anyone, so that they could go to the Peace Conference free of all foreign engage- 
mont. This reply was loudly applauded. 
. . . . . 

9, Syria—Damazeus. 

Recont sittings of the Damascus Chamber have been devoted to examination 
of the budget. Deputies have accused the Government of extravagance on non- 
essentials, and have criticised them for the decision to grant one month's pay 
gratuity to all civil servants. A Bill on the Agricultural Produce Tax, which 
produced! 2S.1,350,000 in the first ten months of 1044, was ratified 

A strike of type-setters has deprived Damascus of Arabic newspapers since 
the 9th November. 


4. Aleppo. 
Certain commodity prices have now decreased, though not to the levels ruling 

before recent increases With decreasing employment by the British military 

authorities and in the textile trade many classes of workers are in real difficulty. 


5. Home and Hama, 
A strike of weavers in Homs, due to a shortage of cotton yarn, resulted in 
demonstrations and a general closing of the town. Supplies of yarn promised 
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from Damascus failed to arrive, and the Mohafez could only control the situation 
by allowing a deputation to proceed to Damascus. Some 13,000 men are affected 
‘The trouble has been utilised by local factions for their own political ends. 


6. Jebel Druze. 
‘The failure of the Syrian Government to give effect to the recent decision of 
the Administrative Council to abandon autonomy in favour of incorporation in 
the Syrian State has discouraged the promoters of this motion and encouraged 
their opponents, who are locally thought to he working on bebalf of the Fresh 
The Emir Hassan el Atrash has gone to Damascus, it is presumed, to discuss this 
matter. 
‘The Mohafez and the Director of the Bedouin Control have settled a dispute 
over water rights between the Druzes and the Ruwalla tribes, the former 
restraining the Druzes whilst the Intter ensured that. the Ruwalla obeyed th 
decision jointly given. The French Beduoin Control officer took no part in the 
settlement 


7. Alaouite Territory. 
Nothing to report. 


9, Tribal, 

An abortive attempt by some 200 men of the Agaidat tribe to raid the 
Shammar Khrossa about the 31st October bas been reported, The Shammat heard 
of it and retired into Traq in time, Two groups of Mehoristen intercepted. the 
raiders and detained four of them, 


M1. The Lebanon. 

‘See under jeneral "* above, 

Labour dissatisfaction has again focussed attention on the possibility of a 
change of Government, and many rumours have been circulating t6 the effect that 
Riad Solh intended to resign in order to forestall an adverse vote in the Chamber, 
He himself has been saying that he wishes to go out, but that no suitable Sunni 
‘Moslem can be found prepared to shoulder the responsibilities of office, 

A memorial service for the late Lord Moyne was held in the Anglican Church 
at Beirut on the 11th November. His Majesty's Minister delivered the address, 


12, Press and Propaganda, 
Internal —Reaction in the Syrian press, both Arabic and French, to the news 
of the assassination of Lord Moyne, was one of horrified astonishment, followed 
by strong condemmation. Most of the Lebanese Arabic press, while condemning 
crime and expressing sympathy with the victim, confined itself to reproducing 
the comments of the foreign press, to the effect that this stupid and abominable 
rime would result in a serious set-back to the Zionist movement. 

The Lebanese French press strongly condemned the assassination as a 
detestable and monstrously stupid ¢rime, and one paper hints at tacit complicity 
in Palestine ty  certatn section ofthe community 

the press maintains its intransigent opposition to any extension of 
Zioanm in the Middle Kae. pant, : 

The French-inspired Arabic press is obviously very gratified at the Franco- 
British talks in Paris and at the admission of France to the European Advisory 
Commission, whilst the French language press is openly jubilant. The nationalist 
Arabic press in both countries is awaiting devel y 

‘The Syrian and Letanese French language press has adopted a very friendly 
attitude towards Great Britain as a result of Mr. Churchill's Paris visit, 
cect Eis PE in general is pleased with the rest of the American presidential 

ctions, 

On the question of high prices, the press generally has heen. somewhat 
ap by a downward trend in Syria and an energetic decision taken by the 

Government to combat speculation and control prices. 
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[E 7465/28/89) No. 45, 


Batract from Weekly Political Summary, No. 138, Secret, Syria and the Lebanom, 
‘Dud November, WH44.—(Received in Foreign Office, Oth December:) 


1. General, 

"THERE, have been no further contacts between the Governments and the 
French regarding the ‘Troupes Spéciales or on the treaty issue. The Syria 
President, when informed by His Majesty's Minister on the 18th November that 
the French Foreign Minister had assured Mr. Eden of France's determination to 
implement her. promists of independence: to the States, expressed his Govern 
ment's willingness to disciss outstanding questions with the French in the 
friendliest spirit, but also their determination not to sign a treaty with France 
‘or to accord her a pre-eminent position. 

While public opinion remains generally focussed on the cost ox using, 

culation is reported. in most areas on the probable eflet of the Feseit 

‘estos in Paris on future British and French policy im the Levant States. 

hile the public as yet know little of the outcome, the indications received. vis 
Caito are tending to produce the impression in their minds that Erench-inspired 
Gitime of a radical change of British policy in favour of France are unfounded, 
Gnd that Great Britain will, in fact, stand by her pledges of support for the 
States" independence. One result of this i that the Lebanese Government, whose 
ponition last woek appeared sbuky, was able successfully: to weather two critical 
Tehates in tho Chamber and is again, at Teast temporarily, firm in the saddle. 

Meetings: between the Syrian and Lebanese supply authorities to discuss 
textile control and the allocation of quotas for certain imported: products led to 
Ulsagreement, and further meetings arv to be,held next week, at which the two 
Prine Ministers will attend, in the hopes of reaching solutions. The absence of 
ome innpartial authority to arbitrate on these questions, in which the States often 
have conflicting interests, is being severely felt 

‘Gn the 10h November Genoral Beynet informed the Lebanese Government 
that he had givon otders that the goods purchased in the local market by certain 
French services for export to France should be re#old at controlled pricos.and 
Hat outstanding contracts should be cancelled; and had asked for, Committee 
bf Enquiry to be sent from Paris to investigate the circumstances. “The Lebanese 
Prime’ Minister. was enabled. to make a announcement to this effect in the 
Chamber on the saine afternoon. 4 

Tle, George Wadsworth presented his credentials as first United States 
Minister to the Syrian President on the 16th November, and to the Lebanese 
President on the 17th Novembe 

‘Bearil has. recognised the independence and sovereignty of Syria and. the 
Labanon, employing much the same formula ax that used by the United States 


8. Syria—Damasevs. 

“Tho Syrian Prime Minister has been ill for the past week and i Tikely to be 
absent from his office for at least a further week. 

"Kt a sitting of the Chamber on the 16th November the Minister for Foreign 
Amaia in reply to a question, made a statement on the Churchill-de Gaulle 
Gonversations ‘in Paris on the same lines as that made by the Lebanese Prime 
Minister on the 14th November (ce Weekly Summary No. 197). 

‘the Public Works Department has been ander fire in the Chamber, and its 
Minister, in reply, admitted a lack of competent technicians, though he main. 
tained that only 45 per cent. of its annual expenditure went on salaries, as opposed 
ta tT por cent. inthe O.C-P.. and claimed that the department was undertaking 
Work for the War Department at prices from 30 per cent. to 40 per cent, less than 
those charged by contractors. 

“The Director-General of Supply has submitted a scheme for reorganising his 
Aopartment, which is at present being studied hy. the Judicial Committee of the 
Croatian “He bas refused to accept any salary for his post, over and above what 
he already receives as Director-General of Justice. 

MW Gencrnment Comission of Enquiry is examining alleged irregularities 
in the Wagf Department. 

MY decision of the Ministry of Supply has set up a committee for distribution 
and clarification of prices of pharmaceutical products, 
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enosulate-general. 


4: Avppe. 

While prices have somewhat declined, there are threats of strikes amongst 
tramway employees and difficulties among textile workers. 

‘The Mohafez cancelled a football match between « local Armenian club and 
a visiting Jewish team from Palestine in deference to certain extremist Mosleras 
‘who had threatened trouble. 

6. Jebel Druze. 

‘The Mobafez has returned from Damascus very dissatisfied with the Govern 
ment, which he states is cold-shouldering him and his family, starving him of 
fenvdarmes and failing to put into eet the d cision of the local couneil to annul 

* antonomy of the district 

The Mobafez has lodged a strong complaint against. the French officer 
commanding the Druze Squadron, accusing him of unwarranted interference in 
local affairs and of speaking insultingly of the Syrian President and Government 
The Prime Minister is understood to have taken the case up with the French. 


7 Alaouite Territory. 

The retuen of the Hatay to Syria has recently been a subject of local 
discussion, following the raising of the question in the Damascos Chamber (see 
Weekly Sdimmary No. 136).. The impression seems to be current that after the war 
the Great Powers will merely instruct Turkey to hand it back, 

“The Mohafer is wall in the saddle and is taking a strong Tine in defence of 
Surian sovereignty agatoat any attempt otchieate Dy the local French 
authorities. 


The high price of olive ol, fllowing a bal erop is ill a serons matter in 


this region, although the price has recently slightly declined, 
8 Buphrates and Jezireh. 

‘The French Délégué, Colonel des Essara, has loft on transfer for Morocco, 

During his period in tha country be has always ‘entertained cordial relations with 
his British colleagues, while making every effort to onhance French pres 
his Brita clleagues, wh ing every hance French prestige in 
10. Frontier. 

The Syrian Government is reported to have decided to enforce the payment 
of certain taxes on crops owned in Syria by Turks who subsequently take the 
produce over the border. The Syrians have little fear of reprisal as the Turks 
ready made it impossible for Syrians owning land in Turkey to repatriate any 
‘ y 
11. The Lebanon. 

The announcement of the resale of goods bought by the French (see 
“General "” above), coupled with increased activity Sas Ire ot the Gowers 
ment's anti-profitecring squad, and the considerable press publicity given to the 
Government's measures tot releasing: commodities for sale to the public have for 
she moment quietened the public outery on the cost of living, although the fall in 
prices has so far been slight. 

“At a meoting of the Chamber on the 21st November-the Government's income 
tax law was passed in fofo, with much less difficulty than had been anticipated. 
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(E 1747/23/89) No. 48. 


Extracts from Weekly Political Summary ) Seeret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
20h Norember, 1944—(Receiced in Foreign Office 19th December.) 


General. 

‘There has been little political activity in either State owing to the El-Adha 
Feast, and no further discussions have taken place between the French and: the 
Governments, 

‘The two Presidents, accompanied by some of their Ministers, met on the 
27th November at Chtaura to discuss economic matters, The ats here of the 
meeting is reported to have been most cordial; the Syrians offered concessions 
over the price of wheat, and the Lebanese reciprocated in the matter of textiles 
The Salegates agreed that they must keep a common front in external policy, and 
refrain from any dissensions on economic matters which could be exploited, by 
ill-intentioned foreigners, > 

Talks have taken place between the Turkish consular representatives and 
both Governments regarding the eventual Turkish recognition of the two States 
The Turks appear to have expressed willingness to accord this recognition, 
provided that they receive assurances that the Syrians would not formulate any 
inopportune demands for the return of the Hatay — 

Phere have been small strikes in both Beirut and Damascus, and it is gouerall 
expected that there will be further labour troubles. after the feast as a result 
of a general unrest amongst the workmen caused by the recent rise in the cost of 


Tag . . . . . 


Syria—Damascus. 

‘At a meeting of tho Syrian Chamber on the 20th November several Deputies 
pressed the Government to give notice of the termination of the agreement between 
the Government and the D.HLP. Railway, which is due to expire on. the 
Int March, 1045, with a view to the Government either taking over the railwa; 
or modifying the concession, A motion to this eflect wan eventually carried 
unanimously and, according to the press reports, the Government has notified 
the railway accordingly. 

The Director-Coveral of Supplies is reported to have resigned because certain 
projects put forward by him for the reform of his depariment Ind not been 
supported by the Government. , 

"There appears to have been some fall in prices, which the ress in rt 
attributes to the Government's action in controlling the transfer of stocks from 
‘one place to another within, the country 

The Prime Minister is still indisposed, but ix making good progress. 

‘The Government. ofces are ‘Gosed’ from the Ssrd November to. the 
2nd December on the occasion of the feast 

‘Tramway workers in Damascus struck for a few hours.on the 2st November, 
but returned when their demands for one month's salary as a gratuity were 
vanted, Strikes are threatened amongst employees of the Régie de Tabac. the 
Chutomé and the Downmar cement works; who are making similar demande A 
strike amongst 0.C.P. workers was averted. 


Aleppo. 

On the 28rd November a reception was held to commemorate the death’ of 
Ibrahim Hanano, the Syrian Nationalist leader. Saadullah Jabri made a speech 
‘on Syrians to unite, repudiating any suggestion that a treaty could be 
with France or any other non-Arab country, and declaring that if the 
roupex Spltiales were uot banded over the Syrians would form thelr own army 
The French Délégué did no attend, having foreseen that the tone ofthe speeches, 

as last year, would be unpleasant to him. 

Students in the Government schools struck on the 19th November in protest 
ugainst the failure of their authorities to apply certain reforms recently issued 
in the educational curriculum, but returned after telegraphing a petition to the 
Minister of Public Instruction, 

‘The two main spinning factories are stated to have delivered a satisfactory 

tion of the quantity of cotton yarn due to be handed over to the Government. 

Mfho supply evtboritics have-net-yet delivered further quantities of yarn to the 
weavers, 
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Homs and Hama. 
The Homs weavers have been on strike oe ‘on acconnt of the lack of cotton 
yarn, and the town closed in sympathy. A deputation was allowed to proceed to 
imiascus to protest direct to the supply authorities. Local political parties have 
been exploiting the unrest, one party supporting the strike, another violently 
‘opposing it 


Jebel Druze. 


The Mubafez, in the hopes of dissipating local uneasiness at the failure of 
the Syrian Governiment to legalise the incorporation of the area in the Syrian 
State, has published a statement be recently made to a deputation to the effect 
that the Government has welcomed the Prot ial Council's decision to demand 
this incorporation and is preparing the necessary decree. He has added that all 
necessary legislation is already in force in the Jebel Druze. 

The Draze Gendarmerie have seized a quantity of hashish which a Lebanese 
from Zahlé was bringing from Syria into the Jebel Druze, The Religious Sheikhs 
have published a statement threatening excommunication of all persons found 
guilty of selling hashish. 

‘The Political Officer, on visiting notables on the occasion of tho El-Adha 
Feast, found an undercurrent of anxiety lest the end of the war should sce the 
British leaving the country to the French, 


Alaouite Territory, 


A serious quarrel between the Mubafez and the palbaos bas been occasioned 
by the arrest by the Syrian authorities of a Syrian telephonist, employed by the 
French military authorities, for having shot at an Alnouite. The French 
demanded his release on the grounds that he had shot because hin victim had torn 
up a portent of General de Gaulle a café; this appears tobe a fabricatin, nnd 
the Muhafez has refused his release and ‘insisted that the Syrian courts aro 
competent. ‘The French have moved 200 North African troops into the aren and 
the matter is now being discassed at Damascus, 

The land cases brought against Suleiman Murshid by local peasantry are in 
abeyance pending the passing of» low to anno! the regittation of the lands. ‘The 
Muhafez, who has gone to Damascus, hopes to induce the Government to take 
this step. which they are apparently reluctant to do for fear of netting a precedent 
elsewhere, by pointing ont that if Murshid eventually returns to the aren he will 


be legally entitled to reoccupy his lands and to claim this year's crop from the 
try, thereby creating a potentially dangerous situation and weakening the 
Sovernment’s authority. 
‘The question of the abolition of Alaouite autonomy has gone no further. 
‘The Mabafez maintains that it would be voted by the local council if put up, but 
that the Syrian President does not wish this to taken at present. If action 


is not taken soon, it seems probable that the number of adherents of union will 
diminish and that the measure, which is obviously essential if the unity of Syria 
is to be achieved, will be more difficult to pass when eventually raised, 


Euphrates and Jezireh. 

Students of the Government school in Deir-ex-Zor have been on strike owing 
to the failure of the Government to appoint a science master. The town closed 
on the 18th November in sympathy. Phe Syrian Government admitted {nthe 
Damascus Chamber on the 20th November that the state of affairs was a scandal 


The Lebanon. 


‘The anniversary of the return of the Lebanese President and Ministers from 
internment at Rashaya was celebrated on the 22nd November by a reception at the 
Government ollices in all the principal towns. It was noteworthy that the French 
authorities attended these receptions and closed their own offices for the day. 
Little public enthusiasm was shown, but all notables seem to have participated. 

‘ALa sitting of the Lebanese Chamber on the 21st November the Government's 
Income Tax law was without amendment, only one Deputy opposing it. 
Machinery to collect the tax has yet to be set up. 

Discission at present centres around the suggestion alleged. to have been 
put about recently by the French authorities that the Christians of the Lebanon, 
if they desire French protection in the future, should press for the reduction of 
the Lebanon to its pre-1914 size, because the French would not be able to protect 





them in Lebanon constituted as at present. The suggestion has found some 
favour among the more fanatical Christian elements, but is rejected by most 
intelligent Lebanese on the grounds that in present world conditions a smaller 
Lebanon would be economically impracticable. The Maronite Patriarch seems 
to have been convinced hy his entourage that the result of the recent Alexandria 
Conference was “‘ to sell the Lebanon to the Moslems,"’ and the severa 

made by the Lebanese Government (including a visit by the President 

with a gift of money for Maronite charities) have failed to wean him from this 
conviction, 

‘There has teen a further strike amongst the Shell Company employees which 
is not yet settled, and a number of other strikes are threatened in the near future 
unless the cost of living comes down 

The Lebanese Government have issued a décreo prohibiting the transport of 
any merchandise within the Lebanon without a permit from the supply 
‘authorities, 

“There have been further divturbances in the Hermel area where the Govern: 
ment's representatives seem incapable of maintaining order. 





(EB 7817/23/80) No. 47. 


Extract from Weekly Political Summary, No. 140, Seeret, Syria and the Lebanon, 
th December, 1044.—(Receiced in Foreign Office, Bnd December.) 


1, General. 


‘THE néws of the departure of Hia Majesty's Minister has gradually become 
known, Rumours have been circulating to the effect that this presages a change 
in the policy of His Majesty's Government towards the Levant States, and that 
the Ninth Army are also moving out. The communiqué published in London 
on the 6th December should do something to counter these rumours, and in some 

juarters a readiness has already been shown to accept the official explanation at 
its face value. ‘The Governments have not concealed their sorrow and depression 
at his departare, but are both resolved to maintain their policy of independence. 

It is reported from Angora that the Turkish Government have invited the 
Syrian and Lebanew Ministers for Foreign Affairs to visit Angora after the 
middle of December in order to discuss Turkish recognition of the two States, 
This recognition would clearly be beneficial from all points of view, not Teast in 
connexion with relations on the Turco-Syrian frontier, where the French are 
tending to reasstime more direct control since the departure of British troops; 
but there appear to be certain outstanding matters to be cleared up before it is 
‘accorded, notably that of Syrian claims for the return of the Hatay. 

‘A French suggestion to the Maronites, that the Lebanese Christians should 
press for a reduction of the Lebanon to its pre-1914 size if they desire French 

rotection in the future, was reported in paragraph 11 of Weekly Summary 
No. 139. It has now been reported from Damascus that the general line of French 
propaganda there is that Syria. if she. js prepared to sign treaty with France 
Can have back the four provinces detached from Syria and added to the Lebanon 
in 1020. | These two linked propaganda ines sem to have had litle sucess, at 
most Lebanese realise that the pre-1914 Lebanon would be an economic 

-war conditions, whilst the Syrians are not anxious to Tai 

he four provinces unless the Lebanese cease to align their poli 


the chief preoccupation of both States, and 
| developments. 

"According to the press the Greek Orthodax Patriarch has received an invita- 
tion from the Soviet Government to send a delegation to Moscow for the election 
of the Orthodox Patriarch. The report adds that the Patriarch and the 
‘Archbishop of Beirut will probably go. 


2. Economic. 

Following the Syro-ebanese Conference at Chtaura on the 27th November, 
a series of discussions were held in Beirut last week between the Lebanese Minister 
of Finance and the Syrian Minister of Supply in order to settle the allocation 


between the two States of a number of MLE.S.C. quotas for essential commodities. 
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The Syrians continue to press that these allocations should be om the basis of 
consumption, and the Lebanese that they should be on the basis of pre-war 
imports, the greater part of which, were effected through Lebanese merchants. 
‘The Lebanese further claimed that the relative copsumption of the two States 
could not be determined with accuracy. Neither side would give way, and it was 
finally agreed to make ad hoc arrangements (i bargains) in respect of cach 
commodity 

Total cereal purchases during the period the 23rd to the 30th November, 1944, 
amounted to 1,337 tons, a daily average of 167 tons, which brings the total 
purchases from the 1944 crop up to 169,44 tons. 


3. Syria—Damaseus, 

The President of the Republic received the yey representatives and 
notables on the 26th November, on the occasion of the Id el Adha, and later 
entertained the former to lunch, Government offices remained closed ‘throughout 
the week on account of this feast, and a sitting of the Chamber held on the 
2nd December was abandoned owing to lack of a quorum. 

‘The Prime Minister has now recovered and returned to work. Reports in the 
press that the Minister for Ay Affairs had arrived in Amman are incorrect, 
ks Jamil Mardam has not left the Levant States.” Visitors to Damascus have 
included the Transjordanian Minister of the Interior and Musa al Alami, the 
Palestinian representative at the recent Arab preliminary conferenoo at 
Alexandria; the latter is understood to have come in order to discuss the forma- 
tion of Arab propaganda bureaux in Washington and London, 

The Syrian Goverament are reported to have abandoned the project of 
holding a general census on account of the expense involved. 


4. Aleppo. 

Criticism has been heard of the speech delivered by Sandallah Jabri during 
the Hanano meeting (see Weekly Summary No, 139) on the grounds that, in 
exhorting Syrians to unite on essentials and to cease to trouble about triffes, he 
included amongst the latter the cost of living, which is the greatest local problem. 
He has been asserting in conversation that only the officials were badly affected bat 
this is far from the truth, 

‘A recent order by the Syrian Ministry of Supply prohibiting the transport 
of cotton or silk even inside the town without « permit has caused considerable 
Inconvenionce to the widely scattered weaving industry, and the Chamber of 
Industry is urging its cancellation. Dr. Kayali has stated that the measure is 
only temporary pending the expected arrival of textiles from the United States 
‘X casa! price falt has, however, resulted. The spinning mills continaed to deliver 
yarn to the Ministry of Supply until they closed down for the feast, but nono has 
Yet been passed on to-the weavers, apparently because of difficulties of fixing 
the prices. 


5. Homs and Hama, 

Some 10,000 weavers are still out of work in Homs and the majority of the 
town looms are still idle, as the price of cotton, though it has fallen, is still too 
high to make operation of the rofitable. The local Communist. party, 
stimulated by the absence in Mecea of the leader of their rivals, the Shebab 
Mahomed, are holding frequent meetings with the out-of-work weavers and are 
reported to have encouraged them to start demonstration: 

‘The drinking water sappy of Home has been condemned nt intanitary by 
both British and French military authorities. It is generally believed that this 
unfortunate state of affairs arises out of a racket between the President of the 
Municipality and the contractor who supplied the pipes, which had previously 
been condemned elsewhere as anusable. 

‘A member of the powerful Barazi family has been arrested after a shooting 
affray in which a dentist was killed. Tt remains to be seen whether the family 
will be able to effect his release, as on a previous oeasion. 


6. Jebel Druce. 

‘The Mohafez has left for Damascus and is stated to be proceeding to Cairo 
toclaim the eatate of his ex-wife, the ate Amira Asmaban, Rumours are current 
that he has resigned, and his family are perturbed lest the Syrian Government 
should replace him by a Syrian official. They intend to insist either that he should 
‘withdraw his resignation or that he should be replaced by another member of the 
family. 
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7. Alaouite Territory. 

‘The French military authorities appear to have yielded in thé matter of the 
arrested telephonist (see paragraph 7 of Weekly Summary No. 139), but the 
200 North African troops are still in the Massiaf area, ‘where the situation 
therefore remains potentially dangerous, ‘The délégué is understood to have 
pressed strongly once again for the removal of the notorious Captain Boussiquet 
and of his interpreter, hut so far at least without success. The Mobafez is still 
in Damascus 

The Syrian Prime Minister has been urged to proceed with legislation 
cancelling the registration of Suleiman Murshid's lands. He has agreed to study 
the case, with which he claims to be unfamiliar, but his attitude does not so far 
suggest that he is prepared to take action. He is, however. retaining Murshid 
in Damascus 


9, Tribal. 

Haj Mohamed el Ayesh, Deputy of Deit-ez-Zor, has arrived there on a 
mission from the Syrian Government to arrange an anticable settlement of the 
long outstanding dispute hetweon the Baggara, Kikieh and Shamrer tribes, He 
proposes to hold a meeting on the Ist December at Deit-ez-Zor.. The Mutessarif 
Of Mosul and the Mobafee of Deir-ez-Zor have teen in communication regarding 
the abortive raid by the Agaidat against the Shammar Khrossa (see paragraph 
of Weekly Summary No, 137), each accusing the other of not having enforced the 
conditions of the agreement come to last June. The Mohafez maintains that the 
Shammar Khrossa broke the agreed truce and are therefore liable.to the fine of 
1.D.2,000 agreed upon by both parties, bat seems unlikely to be able to enforce 
his view, 


11, The Lebanon. 

Sixteen ties are understood to have banded themselves together to 
demand from the Government the setting up of a series of parhamentary 
‘commissions to examine the alleged corruption and inefficiency in each department 
of the Administration. It is possible that this may lead to the ministerial crisis 
which hax been expected for some ti 

Tho Lebanese Prime Minister visited the Maronite Patriarch on the 
80th November and, after a three-hour discussion, succeeded, where his President 
haa failed, in convincing the patriarch that the Government's policy was ia the 
best interests of the Lebanon, He is understood to have achieved this result 
chiefly by theatening the patriarch that, if the Maronites did not. abandon their 
‘anti-Government, pro-French attitude, the Lebanese and Moslems would abandon 
the Lebanon and seek incorporation in Syria of the areas where they. are 
predominant. Aha 2 

The Minister of Finance is having difficulty in preparing his budget owing 
to the dilatoriness of several departments in forwarding their estimates. He is 
making a laudable attempt to cut down unnecessary expenditure, with a view to 
filling an anticipated deficit, His task has been made somewhat easier by the 
recent Syr0-Lebanese Economic Conference at Chtaura, one of the results of which 
was a concession by the Syrians on the price of Syrian wheat delivered to the 
Lebanon, and he is now more confident that the budget. will be balanced, 

{a meeting of the Chamber on the 80th November Deputies sharply 
critica the Goveeameat for having allowed a credit not included in the budget. 
The Minister of Finance, after justifying the credit» made the question one of 
confidence, which the Government obtained on.a vote hy a fair majority, 

‘There is still labour trouble among the Shell Company's employees despite 
an increase of wages recently accorded by the company. There are threats of 
‘trikes in other labour organisations, but nothing serious has yet eventuated. 

‘M. Joseph Salem, the new Lebanese Minister to Cairo, left to take up his 
post on the 29th November. 

‘The Chinese Government has officially notified its recognition of Lebanese 
independence. 
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CHAPTER V.—GENERAL. 


(E 6187/41/65) No. 48. 
Memorandum on Arab Unity Conference. 


FOR some months past Nahas Pasha has been carrying on consultations with 
leaders of various Arab States with a view to finding ont what degree of agreement 
there is on any form of inter-Arab unity, federation or co-operation. 

2. Nahas's consnitations resulted in the convocation of a proparatot 
committee to examine the material collected and to prepare the way Foran Ava 
Congress. The preparatory committee met recently in Cairo, being composed of 
representatives of Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Transjordan, Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen. Palestinian Arabs were represented by an observer. 

3. As regards the general attitude of His Majesty's Government in the 
United Kir ngdom to the question of Arabunity, the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs said in the House of Commons on the 24th February, 1943, that His 
Majesty's Government would view with sympathy any movement among Arabs 
to promote their economic, cultural oF political unity. But clearly the initiative 
in any scheme would have to come fromthe Arabs themselves. In view of our 
ee sympathy with the growing desire of Arabs for the reduction of national 

riers between them, we bave confined our own nction as regards the present 
meeting to impressing on the parties concerned the undesirability of making any 
public statements which would increase tension in the Middle East, particularly 
‘over Palestine or the Levant States s 


Foreign Office, 12th October, 1944, 


(B 6197/44/65) No. 49. 
Mr. Shone to Mr. Eden—(Received 8th October.) 


(No. 1997.) 

(Telegraphic Cairo, 8th October, 1945. 
‘OLLOWING is summary of resolutions of protocol-of Preparatory 

Committee for Arab Congress published in the Journal a’ Egypte this morning :— 


_. Part 1, League of Arab States will be constituted by the independent Arab 
States who wish to join it. This League will haye a Council in which the States 
will he represented on a footing of equality. Its iission will be to execute 
agreements which States conclude among ‘themselves to organise periodical 
meetings in order to strengthen their relations and co-ordinate theit political 
programmes with a view to realising co-operation and to eafeguarding by, every 
possible means their independence and sovereignty against aggression and to 
occupy itself generally with the affairs and interests of Arab countries. ‘The 
decisions of this Council will hind those accepting them except in the case of a 
difference between two States of the League which they have referred. to the 
Council for settlement. In this case the decisions of the Conneil will have to he 
carried out [sie]. In all cases it is forbidden to have recourse to force to settle 
conflicts between two States of the League, Each State will have the right. to 
conclude with another State, whether or not 1 member of the League, particular 
agreements which are not contrary to the text and. spirit of these dispositions 
Th. no case will a State be allowed to follow a foreign policy prejudicial to the 
policy of the League ot to any one of the member States. “The Council will mediate 
in every difference susceptible of provoking war between a member State and 
another member or non-member with a view to reconciling them. A: commission 
will be formed of the members of the preparatory committes in order to elaborate 
the statates of the Coumeil and to examine political questions which could be the 
object of agreements to be concluded between. Arab countries, 

Part 2—(o) The Arab States represented on the Committ will cooperate 
in economics, cultural and social questions such as commercial exchanges, customs, 
currency, agriculture, industry, communications, cultural questions, nationality, 
passports, social and sanitary questions. &c. A Commission of experts in each 
see ‘of these questions will be formed of representatives of the Governments 
whieh have participated in the Preparatory Committee in order to elaborate 
projects determining the means of co-operation. 
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(0) In these matters mmission of co-ordination will be formed to control 
the workings of these varions Commissions and to put their resolutions in the 
form of draft agreements for submission to the different Governments. When all 
these Commissions will have completed their work, the Preparatory Committee 
will meet again to examine results with a view to the convocation of a general 
Arab Congress. s 

Part. 3. ‘The Committee hopes that the Arab countries will consolidate this 
first happy result by others, ope ally if after the present war world events should 
lead to institutions which will unite States by closer and stronger bonds. 

Part. 4. The States represented at the Committee unanimously affirm their 
respect for the independence of the Lebanon within its present frontiers, which 
their rar 7 ised, after the Lebanon has followed 3 


belongin, ress 
indope righ 


will bora 


stability. 
reali 


States, but the case of these Jews must not be confounded with Zionism, for 
nothing would be more unjust than to wish to settle the question of European Jews 
by another injustice of which would be the Palestinian Arabs to whatever religion 
‘or confession they belong, 

(b) ‘The proposal concerning the participation of Arab Governments and 
pooples in the fund destined to preserve Arab lands in Palestine will be referred 
to the Commission of Economic and Financial Questions for examination and 
submission of the result of the Preparatory Committee at its next meeting. The 
protocol was signed by all the Delegations except Sandi and Yemeni Delegations, 
Who postpored their opinion pending reference to their respective Kings 
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PROTOCOL SIGNED AT ALEXANDIWA ON ‘Tite Tru OcrowEn, 1944, ar Tink CONCLUSION 
ov Tie MEETING oF Tix Paerakatony CoMMITTEE Fon THe Anan Coxensss, 
AS PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS. 


(Translation) 
Statement by the Committee. 

‘THE Preparatory Committee for the Arab Congress concluded. their 
deliberations, as they them, in an atmosphere of perfect mutual confidence, 
friendship and fraternity, and in full appreciation of the mutual responsibility 
devolving upon them in these important times in which the course of history 12 
about to be changed. They have been animated by a desire to unite their efforts 
in the direction of the achievement of all that is in the best interests of all the 
‘Arab countries with a view to assuring their future and the realisation of their 
aspirations. " 

Tt was the source of great gratification and happiness that the committee 
should have been joined by De. Musa al Alami. the representative member of the 
Araby of Palestite, having regard to the, importance with which the, case of 
this Arab territory is regarded by all the Araty peoples without exception, 

‘The committee adopted, by the unanimons vote of the representatives of 
Syria and Transjordan and Iraq and the Lebanon and Egypt, many vital 
teeolntions concerning: political, economic, cultural and social questions and, 
in evidence of the agreement of these delegations with the above-mentioned 
resolutions, their chiefs have signed the protocol attached to this statement. 

‘As regards the delegations of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Yemen, 
these have postponed an expression of they shall have been abe to 
refer the above-mentioned resolutions to their Majesties King Abdul Aziz al Saud 
and the Imam Yahiya Hamid ud Din. 
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‘The committee are happy to avail themselves of this occasion, which in truth 
constitutes one of the great pages of Arab history, to address to’ all the Arab 
countries their best wishes and congratulations and to submit to their Majesties 
and Excellencies the Kings and Rulers of the Arab States and to the princes of 
of the Arab world an exprestion of their deep loyalty and appreciation, being 
convinced that their endeavours and hopes and the results which they have 
achieved, and by the grace of God will achieve in the future, merit their highest 
appreciation and all encouragement and support 


Protocot. 


following chiefs and members of the Arab delegations to the Preparatory 
Committee for the Arab Congress are signatories to this document :— 


President of the Preparatory Committeo— 
His Excellency Mustapha Nabas Pasha, Prime Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Egypt and chief of the Eyyptian delegation, 
n delegation— 
ccellency al Saiyid Jamil Mardam Beg, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 
His Excellency Dr. Najib al Armanazi, seoretary-general to the 
President. 
His Excellency Dr. Sabari al Axsali, Deputy for Damascus, 
‘The Transjordan delegation— 
His Excellency Taufiq Abal Huda Pasha, Prime Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Aturs of Transjordan and chief of the Transjordan 
lelegation. 
His Excellency Sulaiman al Sakkar, secretary t his Excellency the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. . 
The Iraqi delegatio 
His Excellency al Saiyi Hamdi al Pachachi, Prime Minister of Traq and 
chief of the Traqi delegation 
His Excellency al Saiyid Arshad al Umari, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
His Excellency al Saiyid Nuri al Said, former Prime Minister of Traq 
His Excellency al Saiyid Tahsin al Askari, Minister Plenipotentiary for 
Traq in Egypt i 


leg 
cellency Riyadh al Sulh Beg, Prime Minister of the Lebanon and 
chief of the Lebanese delegatio 
His Excellency Salim Taqala Beg, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
His Excellency al Saiyid Musn Mobarak, principal secretary to his 
Excellency the President, 3 


The Egyptian delegation— 
i 'Excellen cy Najib al Hillali Pasha, Minister for Education, 
His Excellency Muhammad Sabri ab'Tim Pasha, Minister of Ju 
His Excellency Mubammad Salah un Din Beg, Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 


The above mentioned, desiring to give proof af the close and various ties 
which unite all the Arab,countries, and seeking to strengthen and confirm these 
ties and to develop them in such a manner as to benefit the interests of the Arab 
countries, to ameliorate their conditions. to safeguard their independence and to 
realise their noble aspirations, met together in Alexandria pursuant to the Wishes 
of the Arab peoples in all the Arab countries on Monday, the Sth Shawwal, 1368 
(corresponding to the 25th September, 194), and on Saturday, the 20th Shawwal, 
1368 (corresponding to the 7th, October, 1944), as a: Preparatory Committee for 
the Arab Congress and reached agreement as follows:— 


1—A League of Arab States. 


‘There shall be constituted a of Arab States consisting of those 
independent Arab States who agree to join it. “This league shall have a council, 
which shall be called “* The Council of the Lea; of Arab States,"" on which 
there shall be represented on a basis of equality all the Arab States ‘who 


participate in the league. 





us 


It shall be the task of this council to supervise the execution of such agree- 
ments as these States may adopt, to assemble periodic meetings, to strengthen 
mutual ‘relations and to co-ordinate policies to the end. that ation max 
be strengthened and independence and sovereignty safe ‘against 
aggression; and to give heed generally to the affairs and interests of all the 
Arab countries. 

‘The resolutions of this council shall be binding on all those who accept them, 
except in the event of a difference arising between two States who are members 
of the council and who refer to the council for a settlement of this difference. 
Tn that event the decisions of the council must be accepted by both parties. 

In no circumstances shall it be permissible to have recourse to force for the 
settlement of any dispute hetween any two States, members of the council, Any 
State may conclude with another State, member oF non-member of the council, at 
‘agreement which is not in conflict with the text of this document or with’ its 
spirit 

Nor shall it be permissible in any circumstances to pursue a foreign policy 
prejudicial to the policy of the League of Arab States or to that of any State 
member of the league. 

‘The council will intervene with a view to the settlement of any dispute arising 
between a State, member of the council, and any other State, whether a member 
oF non-joember, Which may appear likely to lend to war. 

A sub-committee will be formed at once from members of the Preparatory 
Comiittee to prepare a draft regulation for the council of the league and to 
consider the political questions concerning which it may be possible for 
‘agreement to be reached amang the Arah States 


I1,—Co-operation in Economic, Cultural, Social and Other Matters 


(@) The Arab countries represented on the council will co-operate sincerely 
in the following matters — 2 


(1) Economic and financial matters, including mutual commerce, customs, 
currency, agriculture and industry. 

(2) Communications, ineluding roads, railways, air-routes, navigation, posts 
‘and telegraphs 

i Cultural matters. 

(4) Matters concerning personal status, passports, visas, the extradition of 
criminals, and other similar matters. 

(5) Social affairs. 

{0} Punic health 


(d) A sub-committee of experts shall be constituted for each class of these 
matters on which the Governments, members of the Preparatory Committee, 
shall be represented. The task of this committee shall be to prepare proposals 
for the manner in which co-operation shail be organised in these matters and the 
‘extent to which such co-operation shall be established. 

(c), There shall be set up a drafting and co-ordinating committee the task of 
of which shall be to supervise the work of the other sub-committees, to co-ordinate 
their netvities and progressively 1 cast. into dae and proper form their proposals 
and conclusions and to submit them to the different Governments, 

(@) When all the sub-committees have completed their labours the 
Preparatory Committee will reassemble and there will be submitted to it the 
‘work of the sub-committees as a preparatory step to the summoning of the general 
‘Arab Congress: 


I1L—The Strengthening of these Relations in the Future. 


‘Though they are gratified by the progress already made, the committee 
exprem te hope that the Arab countrice wil, if the fotare, strengthen their 
mutual ties by further endeavours, espectally if international conditions after 
the present war should lead to the creation, in general, of closer and more sincere 
international relations 


TV —Speeial Resolution concerning the Lebanon 


_ The Arab States represented on the Preparatory Committee reaffirm severally 
their repect for the independence and soversignty of the Lebanon within bet 
present frontiers. The Governments of these States have in fact already 
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recognised this independence and sovereignty after the Government of the 
Lebanon had declared their adoption of a policy of independence in a ministerial 
statement which received the unanimous approval of the Lebanese Parliament on 
the 7th October, 1943. 


V—Special Resolution concerning Palestine 


(@) The committee consider that Palestine is one of the principal pillars 
of the Arab countries, and that no infringement of the rights of the Arabs is 
possible without prejudice to peace and security throughout the Arab world, 
Similarly, the committee consider that the undertakings given by Great Britai 
which itivolve the termination of Jewish immigration, the protection of the Ar 
lands and the realisation of independence for Palestine, constitute established 
Arab rights and that progress towards the satisfaction of these rights would 
tea morement in the desired direction and towards the strengthening of peace 
and the establishment of security 

‘The committee declare their support of the cause of the Arabs of Palestine 
and their struggle for the realisation of their legitimate aspirations and the 
defence of their just rights 

The committee announce that they share with all others a deep grief for 
the horrors and sufferings which have been endured by the Jews of Europe at 
the hands of certain European dictatorships, but they consider that it, would 
te an error to confuse the question of these Jews with that of the Zionists 
since it would be a great injustice that the question of the Jews of Europe 
should be made the cause of w further injustice committed ayainst the Arabs 
of Palestine of whatever creed or religion. 

(t) The proposal for the participation of the Arab Governments and peoples 
in the ereation of an Arab national fund" for the preservation of the Arab 
lands of Palestine shall be referred to the Finance and Economic Committes 
for consideration from all points of view ond the result shall be submitted for 
discussion to the Preparatory Committee at their next meeting. 


In proof of what bas been writen abore, this protocol was signed at the 
Farouk { University in Alexandria on Saturday, the 20th Shawwal, 1368 (corres- 
ponding to the 7th October, 1944). 
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Mr. Shone to Mr. Eden —(Received 23rd October.) 
(No. 1179) 
Sir, Cairo, 1th October, 1944. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 1997 of the 8th October, 1 have the 
honour to transmit herewith the French version of the Protocol of the Preparatory 
Committee for the Arab Congress published in the Journal d'Eyypte of the 
Sth October, 1944 

2. The Protocol was éo fully analysed in the telegram above referred to that 
I need not dwell on the details in this despatch. 

3, Iv is evident that the resolutions adopted by the Preparatory Committee 
fare of potential importance. Divisions and jealousies as well as thie instability 
‘of the Arab States concerned may militate against effective implementation of 
the resolutions, but, nevertheless, it is clear that diseussions which have been 
taking place for over a year between the Arab States have clearéd the ground 
of impracticable ideas such as those of immediate administrative unions or 
federations and led the Arab States in the more practical direction of Arabs 
co<peration, political ay well es economic, cultural and srial, Moreover, 
machinery has actually been proposed for giving permanency and method to this 
political co-operation, i.¢., the Council of the League of Arab States, whose main 
Purposes will be to consolidate relations between the Arab States and to safe- 
fuard their independence and sovereignty against aggression. It will fe noted 
that the committee expressed the hope that this first step will lead to otben 
results, especially in connexion with any post-war institution for uniting States 
esezally,"This is perhaps intended ae a sop to the Syrinns and Iraqi, who 

fanker after a Greater Syria or Arab Federation, 

4. The particular resolution regarding the independence of the Lebanon 
within its present frontiers appears to have been due to conflict which arose 
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during the proceedings between the Lebanese and Syrian delegations. The only 
reports which Ihave hitherto received of this incident come from an agent 
attached. to the Palace and from Hassanein Pasha, both naturally prejudiced 
against Nahas Pasha, According to their accounts, Nabas Pasha, in full meeting, 
stiggested to the delegates that they should produce the procts-rerbawe of their 
separate meetings with him previously. He added that, if any of them wished 
to suppress any part of their proce-eirhaus, they were at liberty to do so 
The Lebanese and Iraqi delegates said that’ they bad nothing to hide and 
produced their procés-rerbaue. Saadallah Jabri Bey, Syrian Prime Minister 
and head of the Syrian delegation, looked very embarrassed, but finally said that 
he sas a frank man and would not conceal anything that he had said. He then 
prerinced his procs-eerbal, which contained, passages, agninst the Maronites 
and the Jews and suggesting a Greater Syria and the reduction of the Greater 
Lebanon to its old Little Lebanon frontiers 

5. Musa Mubarek, liead of the Cabinet of the Lebanese President and one 
of the Lebanese delegates, stid that he was the representative of the head of the 
Lebanese State, who was a Maronite, and that he must, protest. against this 
attack on the Maronites ‘The Lebanese delegates also protested against the 
proposal to reduce them to their pre-1920 frontiers. A. reconciliation. was 
patched up thanks to the intervention of Riad al Sulb, the Lebanese Prime 

Linister. 

4. Subsequently King Farouk received the beads of the Syrian and 
Lebanese delegations ax ywell ax the head of the, Transjordan delegation with 
1 view apparently to smoothing over matters between the Syrians and Lebaness, 
As the lend of the Lebanese delegation ix a Muslim this step of the Palaco 
scons to have been rather clumay, for obviously the people who wanted quictening 
down, were the Christian members of the Lebanese delegation. Incidentally, 
Nahas Pasba, according to Awin Osman Pasha, strongly objected on con- 
stitational yrounds to the Monarch’s. receiving, and discussing political matters 
with, Arab delegates without his Minister for Foreign, Affairs being present, 

7 The story recorded above may be too highly coloured but ite main 
features were confirmed by tho Transjordan Prime Minister in conversation 
with the Oriental Counsellor, It in suggested that this apparently clumsy 
intervention of Nahaw Pasha tay have far-reaching cousequences and that the 
Lebanese will probably now be confirmed in theie suspicions that the Syrians 
are out to devour thet. It is further suggested that the Lebanese may revert 
to the old lines of Christian policy instead of that-of the present Sacred Union 
between Mustins and Christians on the basis of independence. ‘The result of 
auch an orientation would be a reversion of Christian feeling in the Lebanon in 
favour of France. The fear of Muslim domination is always lurking in the 
minds of the Lebanese Christians. 

5 


susceptible to any suggestion for the reduction of thei present territories. The 
ade 


declaration just made by the Maronite Patriarch, a press telegraphic version 
of which is enclosed,(’) would seem to be part of the Lebanese reaction to, the 
inident detailed above. 

9..-In this connexion, T would invite attention to the resolutions in. the 
first part.of the Protocol limiting the right of the Arab States to conclude 
agreements with non-members to such as, would not be contrary to the text or 
spirit of the Protocol and forbidding. foreign policies prejudicial to the policy 
‘of the League or any one of its members. These resolutions may be aimed at 
Franco-Lebanete or Franco-Syrian treatien such ox France is apaious to co 
clude. 

10. As indicated in paragraph 3 above, it is not yet certain how mnch 
practical effect will be given to these resolutions Nevertheless, it would. be 
imprudent to-ignore the fact that. the result of this conference constitutes a 


() Not printed. 
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step forward towards the political solidarity of the Egypto-Arab world against 
European encroachment. This political development will not only affect our 
position in the Arab countries proper but also im Egypt, which is on the verge 
of putting forward its claims for treaty revision, complete independence, c. 
‘The terms of these resolutions accentuate the unity of attitude to be adopted 
by the States of the Egypto-Arab world towards States outside it, of which we 
are the principal one. We are regarded as haying promoted this Arab_ unity 
movement, and the general feeling still is that we will welcome its fruition. 
It is not’ impossible that this solidarity of the Egypto-Areb world may. be 
conciliated with our essential interests of communications and oil supplies 
movided, we are able to adapt ourselves to the new conditions quickly enough, 
f, however, in addition to securing arrangements for’ the safeguarding of our 
above-mentioned interests we haye also, in the interest of our world policy, to 
adopt local policies in Syria and Palestine unacceptable to the Arabi, there ts 
little likelihood of our being able to bring a consolidated Middle East into 
friendly co-operation, In that event, we should have to maintain the 
essential interests of ours by force against, a less disunited Egypto-Arab’ world 
11, Tam sending copies of this despatch to tho Minister Resident in the 
Middle East; the High Commissioner for Palestine, Jerusalem: Ifis Mujesty's 
representatives at Beirut, Bagdad and Jedda; and the Governor, Aden. 
have, &e 
SHONE 


Enclosure in No. 1 
Le Journal d’Rgypte, 8th October, 1044. 
Leg Résolutions du Comité Préparatoire aw Congres Général Arabe 


LE, Comité Préparatoire du Congris (Général Arabi i terminé ses travans, 
comme i] los.n commencés, dans une parfaite atmosphire de confianice réciproque, 
de sincdre fraternité, de profonde cordialité consclent de ses resporyeabilités com: 
muned dats ces graves circonsta ji "histoire est en. train de changer son cours. 

‘Dans Vaccomplissement de sa mission, il a été animé de l'impérionx désiv de 
grouper ses forces et d'unir ses efforts pour les orienter vera le bien-btre de tous 
les pays arabes, afin d'améliorer leur sort, de garantir leur avenir ot de wialiser 
leurs aspirations, 

‘Ce fut tun sujet de joie ct de satisfaction que M Moussa, El-Alamy, repré. 
sentant des Arabes de Palestine, se soit. joint au Comité, étant donné la gravité 
Bartealire et importance captale que ret Ia cans de o pays frre pour tous 
les Arabes sans exception, 

Le Comité, \ l'unanimité dee voix des Délégations syrienne, transjordanienue, 
irakienne, libanaive et ézyptienne, a adopté plusieurs résolutions vitales, des points 
de vue politique, économique, culturel, social, ete, 

En foi de quoi, Jes chefs et les membres de ces délégations ont signé te 
Protocole annexé, 

Quant aux délégations des Royalithes de T"Arablé Séondite et du Yemen, elles 
ont emis Jur avis josq'h ce gu eles en, alent fer A Leurs Majesté Ie Roi 
‘Abwlel Aziz AL-Séoud et le Roi Yehia Hamid Eddine. 

Le comité saisit cette heureuse occasion qui constitue une des pages les plua 
glorieuses de l'histoire des Arabes pour adresser & tous les pays arabes ses meilleurs 
wonux et ses félicitations et présenter A Leurs Majestés, leurs Altesses et leurs 
Excellences Jes Souverains, Chefs d’Btat et Princes Arabes Vexpression de son 

fond loyalisine et de sex vifs remerciements, conyainen que ses travaux et 
Fespoir et les résultats qu'il a atteints et qu'il atteindra, avec aide de Dieu, 
mériteront toute leur sympathie, tout leur encouragement et tout lear appui. 


Protocole. 
LES soussignés, chefs et membres des Délégations Arabes au Comité 
Préparatoire du Congrés Général Arabe, & savoir = 


Le Président du Comité Préparatoire: S.E. Moostapha El-Nahas Pacha, 
Président du Conseil des Ministres et Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres d’Egypte 
et Chef de Ia Délégation Egyptienne. 
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Délégation Syrienne. 
‘aadallah El-Jabry, Président du Conseil des Ministres de Syrie, Chef 
tion Syrienne; 
SE. Jamil Mardam Bey, Ministre des Affaires Etrangtres; 
SE le Dr. Neguib El-Armanazi, Secrétaire Général de ta Présidence de la 
République § 
SE. M Sabry EL-Assali, Député de Damas 


Délégation Transjordanienne 
S.E. Tewfik Aboul Hoda Pacha, Président du Conseil des Ministres et 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangbres de'Transjordanie et Chef de la Délégation 


Transjordaniente; ; oa 
‘SE. Soliman ELSoukkar Bey, Seerétaire financier da Ministre des Affaires 


Etrangires, 


Dilégition Irakienne : 
SE, Hamdi El-Bajahji, Président du Conseil des Ministres d'Trak et Chef 
de Ia Délégation Trakienne 
chad El-Omari, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres; 
E. Noury El-Said Pacha, ancien Président du Conseil des Ministres d'Trak; 
E. Tahsin El-Askari, Ministre plénipotentiaire en Egypte. 


Ditégation Libanaise 
S.E. Riad EL-Solh Bey, Président du Conseil des Ministres du Liban, Chef 
do la Délégation Libanaise; 
Selim Takla Bey, Ministre des Affaires Btrangéres; 
Moussa Moubarak, Chef du Cabinet de la Présidence de la République. 


Dilégation Egyptienne: 
. Ahmed Neguib El-Hilali Pacha, Ministre de I'Instruction publique; 
Mohamed Sabry Abou Alam Pacha, Ministre de la Justice: 
SEE Mohamed Salah Rddine Bey, Sous Secrétaire d’Btat au Miniatdre des 
Affairs Etrangres; 


Désiteux de constater lee rapports étroits et les liens nombreax qui unissent 
touts les pays arabe 

Soucieux de resserrer ces liens, de les consolider et de les orienter vers le 
bien-étro de tous les pays arabes alin d’améliorer leur sort, de garantir leur avenit 
cet de r6aliser: leurs aspirations; 

Répoudant & Papel de Vopinion publique dans tous lo pays arabes; 

Se sont réunis & Alexandrie entre le tandi 8 Chawal 1363 (: embre 144) 
et le samedi 20 Chawal 1363 (7 octobre 1944), sous forme de Comité Préparatoire 
du Congrés Général Arabe ot sont convenus de ce qui suit: 


TeLigue des Etats Arabes. 


ye des Etats 
ntés sur un 


+ mistion d’exéouter Tes accords que les Etats conclutont entre 
iodignes pour raferie Yrs 2 relations et 
rdonner leurs programmes politiques en vue de réaliser In coopération entre 
ste cauvegarder par tous les moyenspossibles lear indépendance et leur 
Souveraineté contre toute agression et de s'occaper d'une fagon générale des 
‘affaires des pays arabes et de leurs intéréts. Z 
[Les déclsions de ve Conseil obligeront ceux qui les auront acceptées, sanf au 
cas of un différend aura surgi entre deux Rtats de la Ligue et & V'oceasion duquel 
jee deux pays se serout adressé= an Conseil pour le régler. Dans ce cas, les 
deeistons du Conseil de la Ligue seront exécutotres et obligatoires. 
Dans tous les cas, il est interdit. de fecourir A la force pour régler les 
conflits entre deux Etats membres de la Ligue. 
‘De plus, chaque Etat aura le droit de conclare avec un autre Etat, membre on 
non membre de Ia Ligue, des. accords particles, qui ne seraient ps contraires 
au texte ou A l'esprit de ces dispositions. 
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En aucun cas, il ne sera permis de suivre une politique extérieure pré- 
jpuicable la politique dela Ligue des tats Arabes on de F'n quelconque des 

ts membres. 

Le Conseil assurera la médiation dans tout différend susceptible de provoquer 
tune guerre entre un Etat membre de la Ligue, ou un autre membre ou non membre, 
en vue de les réconcilier. 

Diores et déjd, une commission sera formée de membres du Comité Prépara- 
toire en vue d’élaborer les statuts du Conseil de la Ligue et d'examiner les 
questions politiques pouvant faire l'objet d’accords & conclure entre les pays 
aral 


I1_—Coopération économique, culturelle, sociale, ete. 


(a) Les Etats Arabes représentés au Comité coopéreront étroitement dans 
Jes matires suivantes 


(1) Les questions éonomiques. et, financiéres, y compris les é&hanges 
connie iat iamislésia ses iamreanae Vagricalture et l'industrie; 

(2) Les communications, y compris les chemins de fer, les routes, l'ayiation, 
Ja navigation, les télégrammes et les postes; 

(3) Les questions culturelles; 

(4) Les questions de nationalité, les passeports, les visas, exécution des 
jugements, l'extradition des délinquants, 

(5) Les questions sociales; 

(8) Les questions sanitaires, 

(®) Une commission d’experts pour chaque catégorie de ces questions sera 
formée des repréentants des Gouvernements qui ont pecticips au 
Préparatoire en vue d'élaborer un projet déterminant lew modalités de la 

on dans ces matibres, In portée ot Vorganisme d'exéeution do cette 
coopération. 

(c) Une commission de coordination ot de rédaction sera forméo por 
aenittbler ls travaux dee autres coniminsions,ccondonner wu fer ot & mesure fou 
travaux et rédiger leurs réolutions sous forme de projets d'accords pour étre 
soumis aux différents Gouvernements 

(@) Loreque toutes les commissions auront termindg leurs travanx, le Comité 
Préparatoire se réunira pour examiner lex néwultata de leurs études, en vue de la 
‘convocation da Congrés Général Arabe. 


I1L—Raffermissement de cox Liens, 


réjouissant de ce premier résultat heurenx, le Comité espere qu’ l'avenir 
les pays arabes le consolideront par d’autres résultats, surtout si, apres Ia guerre 
actuelle, Jes événements mondiaux aboutissent & des institutions qui uniront les 
Etats par des liens plus étroits et plus forts. 


IV.—Dicision particuliére aw Liban. 


Les Etats Arates, représentés an sein du Comité Préparatoire, affirment & 
Yunanimité leur respect pour I'indépendance et la souveraineté du Liban, dans ses 
frontidres actuelles, ce que, d’ailleurs, leurs Gouvernements ont déja reconnu 
pris que le Liban ait suivi une politique d’indépendance proclamnée par son Gou- 
vernement dans le programme ministériel qui lui a valu l'approbation tnanime de 
la Chambre des Déeputés libanaise i la date du 7 octobre 1943, 


V.—Diécision particuliére a la Palestine, 


(a) Le Comité estime que la Palestine constitue un des importants éléments 
des pays arabes et que les droits des Arabes ne sauraient y étre touchés sans danger 
pour la paix et la stabilité du monde arabe, 

De méme, le Comité estime que les engagements pris par la Grande-Bretagne, 
gui comportent Verret de Timmigration jaive la sauvegarde des terres apparte- 
nant aux Arabes et l'acheminement de la Palestine vers1'indépendance, constituent 
autant de droits acquis poar les Arabes et que leur exécution serail un pas en 
avant vers le but visé, vers le raflermissement de la paix et de la stabilité, 

Le Comité proclame son appni a In cause de la Palestine pour la réalisation 
de ses poe légitimes et la sauvegarde de ses justes droits. 
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Le Comité dédlare qu'il he compatit pas moins que quiconque aux horreirs et 
aux souffrances que les Juifs ont endurées ea Europe par le fait de quelques 
Fats dictatoriaux. Mais il importe de ne pas confondre le cas de ces Juifs avec 

jouisme, car rien ne serait plus arbitraire et plus injuste que de vouloir régler 
Ja question des Juifs d’Europe par une antre injustice dont les victimes seraient 
les Arnbes de Palestine, & quelque religion ou confession qu’ils appartiennent 

(0) La proposition concernant Ia participation des Gouvernements et peuples 
arabes atl “Fonds dela Nation Arabe."" destiné i sauver les terres de Palestine, 
sera renvoyée & In Commission des Questions éconontiques et financiéres. pone 
examiner sous tous ses aspects et soumettre le nésultat de cet examen au Comité 
Préparatoire au cours de sa prochaine réanion. 

in foi de quoi, le présent Protocole a été signé au sidge de In Direction de 


VUniversit Ti Mexandrie, le samedi 21 Chawal 1363 (7 octobre 1944). 





(E 0897/41/65} No. 32. 
Lord Moyne ta Me, Eden—(Received Ist November!) 


Office of Minister Resident (M-E.).. 

My dear Secretary of Stat Cairo, 19th October, 1044 

“IN his despatch No, 1179 of the 10th October Mr, Shone has analysed the 
protocol of the Preparatory Committee for the Arab Congross. and commented 
on the implications of ita various clauses. In. general I am, in agreement with 
tho views expeessad by Hit Majesty's Minister, It may be of use i 1 add a few 
comments on my ovwn part, from the general Middle East point of view, based on 
the interviews which the various delegates had with me during thoir stay in 
Cairo, and on conversations with them which have been reported to me, 

2 [should like in the first place tocndorse the summing up of the outeome 
of the conference gziven in paragraph 10 of Me. Shone's despatch. Whether or 
not the various resolutions are given immediate practical effect, the result of the 
holding of the conference and.of the formation of the ‘' League " or '* Common: 

Ith’ of Arab States cannot fail to tighten the ties joining the various States 
of the Middio East. ‘The existence and strength of these ties was shown by the 
spontaneity ofthe reaction against the attempted French coup in the Lebanon in 
November 1943. To this general feeling of community there has now been added 


the machinery to give IU concrete expression, 


3. There ia a further fact that emerges from a careful reading of 1 
protocol and from conversations with members of the conference. ‘The protocol 
euvisnges that the Arab world (or that part of it with which the protocol deals) 
should have one orientation, and one only, towards the outside world. This feeling 
has been expreased more and more in recent years, particularly in regard t% the 
partitions of the Middle East which were carried out after the last war. It is 
now quite clear that the Arab States are conyineed that there is not room for 
two orientations, taking different parts of the Arab world in different directions. 
‘Tho protocol expresses a growing sense of solidarity among the States composing 
the “Arab Commonwealth,” and a realisation that the deflection of one part 
of the area from the general line of development must affect the interests of the 
whole. 

4, ‘There is little doubt that the direction envisaged at present is that of 
co-operation with Great Britain. The Middle East group as a whole is willing, 
‘and indeed anxious, to co-operate with Great Britain on a basis of independence 
‘and free association. ‘They believe that this will be to the mutual advantage of 
both, since it wives the best guarantee on the one side of the security of the Arab 
countries, and on tho other side of the maintenance of British imperial 
communications. All the indications are, however, that « policy of political 

mnetration on the easter fringe of the Mediterranean, whether by Great Britain 
Rerself or by other Powers with the assistance or acquiescence of Great Britaitl 
would be interpreted as a threat to the essential interests of the whole “* Cormon- 
wealth,”” This could not fail to have an effect upon the present inclination of the 
Arab States to range themselves alongside of us, and might do so to such an 
‘extent as to cause them to overcome the miszivings which they probably feel as 
regards other possibilities and to look elsewhere for the support that they need. 
In this connexion it is important to recall that the recent recognition of Syrian 
and Lebanese independence by the USS.R., which gave such satisfaction in the 
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Levant States, is stated to be conditional on the two States not entering into an 
agreement which would give a specially favoured or ‘* pre-eminent."” position to 
any one European Power. We must realise, in my view, that, if His Majesty's 
Government is forced to adopt local policies in any part of the Middle East which 
are unacceptable to the majority of the Middle Eastern opinion, there i risk of the 
whole orientation of the Arab bloc of countries’ being changed to some other 
direction which might or might not be acceptable to us, 

5. Ibis in this light that the special resolutions relating to the Lebanon and 
Palestine (clauses IV and V) can he read. It is implied in the former that, if 
there is any ‘* default" on the part of the Lebanon in allegiance to the objects 
of the League as a whole—that is, if the Lebanon allows itself to be used asa 
foothold for nndesirable Enropean penetration into the Arab world—the other 
States of the League would no longer recognise the independence of the Lebanon 
“within its present frontiers,”” and would support Syria in taking bade the 
PiSlominantly Moslem, non-Maronite districts at present incorporated in the 

banese State. This interpretation has heen confirmed in conversation with 
several of the delegates. Similarly, as regards Palestine, it should be noted that 
the protocol speaks of the engagements entered into by Great Britain as involving 
the stoppage of Jewish immigration, the safeguarding of Arab land and the 
Keading of the eoantry towards independence (an, ablique reference, it would 
Appear, to the principal clauses of the 1989 White Paper). It follows that, unless 
We ar’ prepared to ensure those objects, we cannot avoid some measure of 
difference with the Arab world, and the risk which has been referred to is one 
that we cannot hope altogether to escape, 

6, The delegates have, in conversation, expressed definite hopes that there 
will be forthcoming from His Majesty's Government some sign of sympathy 
with theit achievement, which they maintain is entirely in accord With the 
declaration made by you, Sir, in 1941. The reception given to the protocol hy 
His Majesty's Governtaent may well be taken as an important ‘tent case” 
for our fatare intentions in this part of the world 

7, Tt in aleo fair to say that the conference marks a conaidorable advanc 
in constructive political thinking on the part of the Middlo East States. The 
protocol looks to the future, not to the past, ‘The era of recriminations over such 
matters as the MicMabion Correspondence scotis at last to be over. The delegates 
have shown in convermtions tht they ate aware of having made a fresh start 
and that they look for a response in kind from His Majesty's Gaveramint, The 
general spirit in which the conference appears to have been conducted, aid tho 
ines of the protocol itself, show, moreaver, that the States of the Middle Kast 

ve not been to lean tho new technique of international co-operation 
developed in war-time United Nations coaferetioes auch as thows at Bretton Woods 
and Dumbarton Oaks.“ Regionalisin ” ts in the air, aud it ie noteworthy that 
it should be the newlv-developed States of the Middle East who have taken the 
lead in attempting to work ont a” practical scheme ‘of regional cooperation. 
Ciause TIT of the protocol is of interest in this ‘connexion, At the'end of tho 
third paragraph of his despatch, Mr. Shone suggeste that the reference in this 
clause to post-war institutions is perhaps intended ns w’sop'to the Syrians wud 
Traqis. More than one of the delegated, however, has stated in conversation that 
this clause is intended to leave the door open for the ‘Commonwealth " as a 
whole to join in any widest world organisation which may emerge in the post-war 
period. ‘The Arable text is obsctire on this point, und is capable of either inter: 
pretation. A copy of the Arabic, which is the offigial text, is enclosed() with this 
despatch. and will repay comparison with the French translation, which is in 
some respects misleading. 
_ 8. Since the protocol was signed, there has been a change of Government 
in three of the signatory countries—Egypt, Syria and ‘Pransjordan. Although 
the coincidence has cansed some remark, it seems to be bevond doubt that none 
‘of these changes was the result, direct or indirect, of the: conference; nor do 
they imply any dissatisfaction in tho countries concerned with the policies 
formalated at Alexandris. The Govornments of Egypt, Transjordan and Syrsa 
fell om internal domestic issues which had been pending for some time, and in 
the two former cases it seems probable that the changes were actually held over 
until after. the conclusion of the conference in order not to interfere with it. 
“Arab unity.” is to.a large extent a non-party matter in these countries, and 
the changes should not in practice have any great eflect either way on the develop- 
ment of the project, Nevertheless, it is unfortunate that these three Governments 


() Not printed. 
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should have fallen in such rapid succession immediately after the publication of 
the protocol, since Tam informed that His Majesty's Government have already 
been accused on the Axis radio of engineering their fall in order to sabotage the 
Arab unity movement, 

0, “Tam sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's Representatives 
1 Caio, Beirut; Bagdad and Jedda, the Acting High Commissioner for Palestine 
and the Governor of Aden 











Yours sincerely, 
MOYNE. 












(E 7218/44 / 


Sir K, Cornwallis to Mr. Eden. (Received 25th Nocember.) 














(No. 517.) 

Sir, Bagdad, 5th November, 1944. 

N paragraph 11 of my despatch No. 510 of the Sist October, U'referred 
briefly to the reception which had been accorded in Traq to the decisions of the 
Preliminary Conference on Arab Unity, which met in Alexandria between the 
15th September and the 7th October, It may be of interest if T analyse those 
reactions more fully, 

2, Regarding most matters, it is not possible in this country to predicate 

‘one feeling or view as representing “ public opinion”: each community 

to regard affairs, both internal and external, primarily from its own 
sectional. point of view and with an eye to ita own advantage, The Shia leaders 
are naturally not enthusiastic about the Alexandria Protocol, As good Arab 
paliot, they must at least give it lipwervice, bot as sectaries they are disturbed 

y the prospect of the Shins becoming a still smaller minority. in a still larger 
Sunni world. They well know that they cannot. enlist the support of their 
Persian co-rligionata without appearing unpatriotic, and they are therefore 
forved into uneasy acquiewence in the official policy. To the Kurds, any step 
which atrengthens, actually or potentially, their secular opponents, the Arabs, i8 
Tnwelcome,and the Arab tribes are on the whole quite iodiferent to what they a0 
doubt regard aa just another mancavre of their urban rulers, Nor can the 
Christian and Jewish communities be expected to acclaim, the protocol with 
genuine satisfaction. 

8, The general public (by which I mean the politically-minded, newspaper- 
reading townsmen), like all general publics, is primarily interested in gaining its 
daily bread. But next to self-preservation there are few stronger stimuli than 
national pride; and there is to my mind no doubt that the general public were 
Haliered.suct plansositiy, lin gnuaees whlabs tha coo fartnceletieloeden. hes 046 
them feel that it is something after all to be an Arab; and Arab Unity 
undoubtedly appeals to the Eragis very. much as the reunion of Christendom 
appeals to Christians, namely as an ideal which, if incapable of immediate 
realisation, is nevertheless devoutedly to be wished 

4. The fact that the Iraqi delegation was headed by the Prime Minister 
and included the forceful, if erratic, personality of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and above all (contrary to the wishes of Nahas and Thn Saud) General 
Nuri |, who is the doyen of living exponents of Arab Unity, has naturally 
made Iraqis feel, not without reason, that their own country is taking a 
Brominent, if not pre-eminent, part in the realisation of the ideal: Moreover. as 

have suggested in my despatch under reference, Iraq has a wry practical 
interest in Arab Unity, because she regards the Levant as her natural economic 
corridor, and is much concerned to see that the exits for her pipe-lines and her 
trade routes on the Mediterranean do not come under hostile, i.e., French or 
Sewish, control. 

5. In paragraph 40f his letter No, 48 (2) of the 19th October to you, Lord 
Moyne bas mentioned that the aim of the conference seems to have been to unite 
the Arab World in co-operation with Britain. I have every reason to endorse 
this view. Both Nuri Pasha and the Minister for Foreign Affairs have said 
clearly and definitely that this was the nim of the conference, and that it was this 
which lay behind the clause of the protocol guaranteeing the present Lebanon 
frontiers. To me this is the most interesting and important aspect of the 
conference, because it shows that the Arabs have responded whole-heartedly and 
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yractially to the inyitation which you, Sir, conveyed to them at the Mansion 
jouse on the 20th May, 1941, when you said :-— 


“The Arab World has made great strides Since the settlement. reached 
at the end of the last war, and many Arab thinkers desire for the Arab 
peoples a greater degree of unity than they now enjoy. In reaching out 
fowards this unity they hope for our support No such an appeal from our 
friends should go unanswered. It seems to me botli natural and right that 
the cultural and economic ties between the Arab countries, and the political 
ties too, should be strengthened. His Majesty's Government for their part 
will give their fall support to any scheme that commands general ipproval,"" 











‘This undertaking you reiterated in February 1942, and it has become known as 
“The Eden Declaration.” At the time when it was made, many must have 
wondered whether the Arab World would ever unite in any practical way or 
direction, and still more whether they would be prepared to put themselves under 
the guidance and leadership of Great Britain, In Traq it certainly seemed most 
unlikely; but, as you know, the change of feeling here during the past three and a 
half years has been deep and marked, and it is true to aay today that the 
orientation towards Great Britain is roeee here. The revolt of Rashid Ali 
profoundly shocked the pride and confidence of most thinking Iraqis. With their 
political instinct, whatever their feelings for Britain might then be, they were 
muick to see that the revolt, had it heen successful, would have ranged them on 
the wrong side, and would have shattered their political hopes for perhaps a 
generation 

6. Apart from that, the generous policy of His Majesty's Goverament in 
this country, both ax regards the armistice terms and in many spheres since, has 
done much to conciliate the people of Iraq besides causing w great Impression in 
other Arab States and particularly in Syrlt. ‘The Atinntle Charter and similar 
declarations of the statesmen of the United Nations have also created a new 
feeling of confidence, here and throughout the Arab World, in Great Britain 
‘and her willingness to help the Arabs, and her determination to stand by her 
agreements. 

7. I is ih fect, ani sure, which Yet he delegate to refer: to, the 
White Paper in dealing with Palestine. The declaration was 39 phrased, T under- 
wand, because it was dexired to find form of words which” wonld be not 
unacceptable to Jamal Hussaini, who had netually, despite Amin Hussiini's 
threats, initialled the White Paper (with trifling reservations), together with 
Musa al Alimi in Nuri Pasha’s house in May 1940. It was therefore felt 
appropriate to make a reference to it. It seems to me that this acceptance of 
Britain's last official statement of policy by and on behalf of the so-called 
extremist Palestine party, and its endorsement by the conference, is very 
significant. It means on the one hand that the Palestinian Arabs are now 
committed to an acceptance of the White Paper, and that we have the gener: 
support of the Arab World for the policy it enshrined, But, on the other hand, it 
means equally that any serious divergence from that policy will confront 
His Majesty's Government not only with the hostility of the Palestine Arabs, but 
with that of all the signatories to the Alexandria Protocol. To them, the solution 
of the Palestine problem on the basis of strictly limited Jewish immigration, like 
the guarantee of Syria and the Lebanon, is an integral part of their scheme for 
‘Arab Unity, a movement which we have undertaken to support. If we oppose, in 
any important particular, the plan they have formulated, we shail at once’ be 
accused of having gone back on our undertakings. We shall lose the confidence 
that we have so laboriously built up over the past three years, and with it the 

































friendship which has proved such an asset to ns. 

3. Phe Arab World, like the Western World, finds it hard to co-operate on 
cultural and economic matters, or the promotion of an idea, but an external threat 
will unite them as it unites us. Thousands to. whom the theory or ideal of Arab 
Unity means little or nothing at all will enthusiastically support and share in 
any action undertaken to protect or preserve Syria or Palestine from what is 
conceived to be foreign aggression. Already, before the meeting of the 
‘Alexandria Conference, the Arab World had shown surprising solidarity on two 
‘dccasions : first of all over the Lebanon crisis Inst November, and secondly over the 
protests to the United States Congress against the Wagner Resolution "” early 
this year. 

b. There is, however, a profound difference between the reaction to the 
incidents which have so far evoked, and astonishingly evoked, united Arab action, 
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10. I do not wish to sound, unduly pessimistic or minatory. and I realise 
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‘then Tage every reason to hope that Imperial interest 
tained and safeguarded more surely than ever before, and tha 
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not willing or able to.do.so, then, Whatever advantages we may reap elsewhere, We 
shall, I foo}, suffer in this part of the world a blow which will not only involve us 
and the Middle East in unrest, violence and confusion, but in the eyes of its 


inhabitants will abase our honour and prest 





.¢ irreparably 


11._ [am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's representatives 


at Cairo, Beirut 
eral Officer Commanding: 
Commanding and the Combined Intelligence Cent 
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nd Jedda, to the Minister Resident in the Middle Enst, the 
chief, Persia /Traq. Force the Air Oificer 
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T have, 
KINAHAN CORNWALLIS. 





